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INTRODUCTION 

The  1119(017  of  Bristol  ia  here  presented  with  no  apology  for  its 
appentniice.  [t  wns  cnltcil  into  being  by  tlic  conviction  tlint  It  ought  lo 
be.  This  cuuviction  lirst  look  shape  in  Jtinu,  1879.  At  that  time  the 
hullilinK  III  till.'  corntT  of  Ci-ntrnl  Mjuiirc  iind  Spring  strtJL't  wits  iK'ing 
renioilcluil.  anil  d  brick  was  discovered  in  tlie  chtnioey  marked  "1795," 
This  was  thought  to  be  the  date  when  the  building  was  erected.  To 
gnther  some  light  on  tliis  point,  we  sought  an  Interview  with  two  vener- 
able residents  of  the  village,  Mrs.  Solomon  Cavia  and  Hiss  Jane  Dartlett, 
and  listened  with  great  interest  to  a  narrative  of  what  they  knew  of  the 
nnbject,  nnd  to  their  ilescription  of  t)ie  jicople  niiil  the  villnge  when  they 
were  young.  This  interview  impressed  ua  wilti  the  importance  of  preser* 
ving  the  facts  k-arned,  and  tlie  snnie  day  a  record  was  made.  From  that 
time  dates  the  work  ou  this  history,  and  from  that  time  interviews  with 
the  old  people  of  the  town  constituted  a  source  of  great  delight  which 
grew  with  the  passing  years,  until  a  desire  to  write  the  history  of  oar 
native  town  took  poaseaaion  of  our  very  being  and  was  an  ever  present 
incentive  to  work.  Every  hour  that  could  l>c  spared  froiii  the  regular 
routine  of  life  has  been  gladly  devoted  to  this  end. 

The  rtnention  of  publication  wns  a  serious  one.  Though  n  printer 
ami  able  Ihcrcfore  to  place  the  work  on  the  market  at  the  minimum  cost,  we 
were  warned  by  the  experience  of  others  that  our  bank  account  was  hardly 
sulTirtent  to  warrant  us  to  undertake,  unaided,  the  additional  ex|K:»Be  of 
publicatiou.  The  uae  of  historical  matter  from  time  to  time  in  the 
columns  of  the  local  paper  had  created  a  desire  for  a  town  history,  and 
on  the  recommendation  of  friends,  an  article  was  inserted  iu  the  warrant' 
for  the  town  meeting  in  November,  1900,  to  see  if  the  town  would 
appoint  n  coinniittcr  whose  duty  it  should  Ik  to  examine  any  town  his- 
tory (hill  niny  Inivi'  1>i-cn  written,  with  n  view  to  its  enilorHcnieiit  by  (he 
town  if  liunal  worlhy. 

1'he  town  voted  to  instruct  the  Eeleclnien  to  appoint  a  comu:ittee  of 
five,  and  Hon.  Ira  A.  Chase,  Dr.  George  H.  Cnlley,  Dr.  Cbanning  Bishop, 
Charles  W.  Fling,  Esq.,  and  Postmaster  Fred  H.  Ackerman  were  ap- 
pointed. 

The  committee  examined  the  manuscript,  and  were  unanimous  that 
the  work  should  lie  ptintcd,andin  two  volumes,  the  first  devoted  lo  the  nn- 
iinlsof  the  town,  the  second  to  genealogies,  and  that  the  town  should  take 
two  bundreit  sets  at  five  dollars  per  set,  and  so  reported  at  the  annual 
town  meeting  in  March,  190Z.  The  town  generously  voted  without  a  dia- 
seuting  voice  lo  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  committee.  This 
AClinn  was  especially  pleasing  because  it  gave  the  town's  unqualified 
endorsement  of  our  efforts,  and  also  guaranteed  the  publication  of  the 


3,  Google 


VI  HISTORY    OV    liHISTOI. 

history  without  further  Iom.  The  gcoerous  action  of  the  town  is  fully 
appreciated  aud  here  Kratefully  ackuawledged. 

It  ia  not  dainied  that  the  work  has  literary  merit.  It  is  simply  the 
product  of  hard  labor  inspired  by  love  for  the  work  mther  than  of  any 
fitneaa  for  the  duty. 

It  is  a  source  of  deep  re);ret  that  the  time  and  means  at  our  diaposul 
(litl  not  allow  us  to  iiiclmle  in  this  work  the  wlitilo  liistorynf  thu  old 
town  of  New  Chester,  eiubraciiig  what  is  now  the  towns  of  Hill,  Bristol, 
and  Bridgewater.  Much  of  the  early  history  of  these  towns  is  given  and 
the  ecclesiastical  history  of  both  Hilt  and  Bridgewnter  la  brought  down 
to  the  present  time. 

In  common  with  all  works  of  this  nature  errors  and  mistakes  will 
probably  be  found.  We  only  claim  that  all  that  careful  work  and  close 
scrnliny  conid  do  has  been  doiiu  to  iiiake  its  |ia|;t.'H  uuciirali.'  hikI  reliable. 

The  author  acknowledges  his  indelitcdncss  to  ull  who  have  assistvil 
and  encouraged  him  in  bis  labors,  especially  to  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee named  above,  and  to  his  son,  Eugene  R.  Husgrove,  who  wrote  the 
chapters  on  Topography,  Scenery,  and  Bristol  in  Literatnre,  and  drew 
the  maps  which  emt>elliBh  the  work;  to  Charles  W.  Fling,  Esq.,  who 
scratinlied  the  final  proofs,  and  to  Hon.  Ezra  S.  Stearns,  ex^ecretary  of 
state,  who  is  now  at  work  on  the  history  of  riymoulh,  for  valnuble  data. 

We  aend  these  books  out  with  the  greeting  of  one  native  of  the  town, 
whose  happiness  it  has  been  to  spend  his  life  among  tlie  hills  of  (he 
town  that  gave  him  birth,  to  other  natives  auil  lesiileuts  whohuveshured 
these  delights  and  blessings  with  him,  or  who  hare  gone  forth  to  help 
found  and  build  np  other  towns  and  states  of  our  great  country. 

Richard  W.  Muschovk. 
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CHAPTKR  I 

TOPOGRAPHY  OK  THK  TOWN 

Tlie  iiiuuntatnii  I     Tht;/  procluini 
The  everlaBtinft  cre«l  of  liln-rty. 

— Bryant. 

The  township  of  Bristol  is  situated  ui  the  southeastern  coruer 
of  Grafton  comity,  near  the  central  part  of  New  Hampshire,  in 
latitude  forty-three  degrees,  thirty-five  mhiutes,  and  in  longitude 
seventy-one  degrees,  forty-five  minutes.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
east  by  Bridgewater  and  New  Hampton,  on  the  south  by  New 
Hampton  and  Hill,  on  the  west  by  Alexandria,  on  the  north  by 
Hebron  and  Bridgewater.  The  Peniigewas-sct  river  flows  be- 
tween Uristnl  and  New  Hainplon,  and  Smith's  river  between 
Itristol  and  Hill,  the  town  Imnndary  being,  in  each  case,  in  the 
middle  of  the  stream.  A  considerable  jwrtion  of  the  uortliern 
]>art  of  the  township  iK  occupied  by  Newfound  lake,  aliotit  two- 
thirds  of  which  lies  within  the  limits  of  Bristol.  Territorially, 
Bristol  is  one  of  the  smallest  townships  tn  the  county.  Its  land' 
area  scarcely  exceeds  nine  thousand  acres,  or  about  fourteen 
square  miles. 

The  surface  of  Bristol  is  very  mountainous.  The  Bridge- 
water  raujjf,  with  its  undulating  sntnmit.'4,  cuI^ts  the  town  fnnn 
Ihc  nnrlli,  and  culminates  in  the  highest  |)oinl.'  Itristol  Peak, 
about  two  and  one-half  miles  northeast  of  Bristol  village.  This 
sunmiit  is  commonly  called  Peaked  hill,'  a  name  also  applied  to 
Bridgewater  Peak,  the  northernmost  summit  of  the  range,  Bristol 
Peak  is,  according  to  the  United  States  coast  survey,  the  highest 
elevation  within  tJic  limits  of  the  township.     The  old  signal  of 

'  'I'lic  stjili-  K^'^'f^'^"'  survey  ilunigiiiiivs  llrifltol  I'l-iik  n»  tlic  higliuit 
Hiiinmit  ill  llic  rniigi;.  Kvcuit  iiicii.iiirumi'ntB  mid  entiiimti'S,  however, 
ifijiciili'  thnt  lilt!  Mimiiiit  jiist  iiortli  o(  Bristol  I'mk  is  thu  highi'st. 

•  The  nomenclature  of  this  vicinity  is  pirulliirly  coiiiplioitcd.     Some 

j-^.^p<;C table  suimiiits  are  wholly  unnamed,  while  several  others  are  blessed 

fill  a  iiiniil>er  of  cognomens.     In  nil  possible  coses  we  have  used  the 
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the  coast  survey  was  located  at  an  altitude  of  1,785  feet  above 
tide  water." 

The  eastern  slope  of  Bristol  Peak  is  commonly  considered  a 
sheer  precipice,  and  snch  it  seems  when  viewed  from  the  summit 
or  when  hcing  scaled  by  an  adventurous  niountaiu-climber ;  but 
when  viewed  from  a  point  of  vantage  to  the  north -northeast,  the 
Blopc  is  seen  to  Ik:  almnt  forly-five  degrees.  It  is,  however,  very 
abrupt  and  scraggy,  and  is  visited  by  only  the  most  experienced 
climbers.  The  pastures  at  Its  base  are  about  550  feet  below  the 
summit.  The  southern  slopes  of  Bristol  Peak  contain  excellent 
pasture  and  tillage  land.  The  pleasant  farmhouse  of  I^evi  J. 
Nelson  is  situated  at  an  elevation  of  1,043  '^^^  ^"(^  is  surrounded 
by  well  cultivated  and  productive  fields.  On  the  north  ntnl  north- 
west, the  peak  slopes  gradually  into  the  highlands  of  Bridgewater, 
In  this  locality  is  situated  the  Homans  farmhouse,  the  highest  in 
the  township.     Its  altitude  is  about  1,350  feet. 

Bristol  Peak  seuds  off  two  long  ridges,  one  to  the  west  and 
another  to  the  southeast.  The  first  culminates  near  the  foot  of 
Newfound  lake  in  a  thickly  wooded  summit  known  locally  as 
Lead  hill.  Near  the  summit  of  this  elevation  is  a  once-taniouK 
lead  mine,  now  almost  hidden  by  a  scrubby  hendock  growth. 
The  second  ridge,  unlike  the  first,  presents  several  clearly  defined 
summits.  Briar  hill,  about  threc-lourths  ol  a  mile  southeast  of 
Bristol  Peak,  reaches  an  elevation  of  about  1,200  feet,  and  still 
farther  to  the  southeast  are  two  heavily  wooded  summits  of 
slightly  less  elevation,  whence  the  slope  is  rapid  to  the  Pemi- 
gewasset  river.  Through  the  gap  southeast  of  Briar  hill  passes 
the  highway  which  leads  into  the  old  Locke  neighborhood.  The 
summit  of  this  road  is  about  1,000  feet  in  elevation. 

The  second  most  prominent  summit  iu  the  town,  although 
not  second  in  point  of  altitude,  is  New  Chester  mountain, 
comnioidy  known  as  Itonnd  Top.'  This  peak  is  situated  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  township,  just  south  of  Bristol  village. 

'  Bristol  peak  is  the  only  summit  in  the  township  whose  height  lias 
been  carefully  determined  by  unquestioned  authority.  The  altituties  of 
tome  of  the  other  summits  have  been  measured  witli  an  aneroid  Imronictcr 
by  l*rof.  Geo.  Ij.  Vobc,  of  llrunswick,  Me.,  who  wiia  a  niemher  of  thestiitc 


aneroid,  walking  over  eight  hundred  miles,  including  several  ascents 
of  Cardigan.  His  principal  object  was  to  learn  how  near  tlie  aneroid,  as 
generally  used,  would  come  to  the  measurements  of  the  coast  survey. 
The  result  showed  that  the  average  of  several  measurements  differs  Blightly 
from  the  fibres  of  the  coast  survey,  and  that  a  single  measurement  with 
the  aneroid  can  be  regarded  no  better  than  a  rough  approximation. 
Several  of  the  elevations  given  in  this  chapter  are  the  result  of  only  one 
measurement,  and  hence  cnii  ))c  regarded  us  only  apitroxiinnlc.  The 
heiglits  along  the  I'eniigcwnsset  and  Newfound  rivers,  and  the  L-levution  of 
Newfound  lake,  were  determined  by  tile  state  geological  survey, 

'  Until  a  few  years  ago  this  sninniil  wiui  nutdigniliiil  by  u  well-known 
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It  readies  the  height  of  1,103  (ect;  and  its  high  eastern  neighbor, 
known  as  I,ittle  Roiintl  Top,  lacks  only  thirty-eight  feet  of 
attaining  the  same  altitude.  Through  the  gap  between  the  two 
elevations  runs  the  old  road  which  was  the  first  thoroughfare 
between  Bristol  and  Hill,  the  summit  of  which  is  845  feet  above 
sea  level.  The  northern  slopes  ol  these  hills  are  gradual,  being 
occupied  by  dwellings  and  well-cultivated  fields;  but  their 
southern  slopes  are  thickly  wooded,  and  descend  rapidly  to 
Smith's  river.  Across  the  valley,  in  Hill,  rise  the  three  densely 
wocxlcd  KuiiiniiLs  of  Periwig,  soinclinies  called  Tri-l'cak.  The 
higlicst  summit  roaches  an  alliludc  of  1 ,235  feet.  Periwig  forms 
the  abrupt  culmination  of  a  considerable  mountain  range  which 
extends  westward  through  the  northern  part  of  the  township  of 
Hill,  the  range  presentnig  the  bald  summit  of  Bartlett  hill, 
1,460  feet,  about  three  miles  west  of  Periwig ;  Page  mountain, 
1,750  feet;  and  Wilson  mountain,  1,900  feet,  the  last  named 
known  also  as  Garland  and  Hemlock  hills.  Wilson  mountain 
is  probably  the  highest  summit  wholly  within  tlie  limits  of  the 
old  town  of  New  Chester. 

Bristol  is  bordered  on  the  west  by  a  range  of  hills  of  con- 
siderable elevation.  The  range  has  a  general  northerly  and 
southerly  direction,  and  is  known  locally  as  the  Alexandria  hills. 
The  southernmost  summit,  Gordon's  hill,  lies  in  the  southeastern 
comer  of  Alexandria.  It  reaches  an  elevation  of  about  1,200 
leet,  and  is  the  highest  land  in  the  range.  The  next  summit  to 
the  north,  Hiirii.s's  hill,  is  probably  more  widely  known  than 
any  of  the  others,  on  account  ol  its  ancient  burying  ground. 
Its  altitude  is  about  1,100  feet.  Front  liurns's  hill  the  range 
turns  slightly  toward  the  east  into  Bristol,  where  it  soon  reaches 
the  summit  of  Gale's  hill,  known  also  as  Hemp  hill,  about  1,150 
feet  in  height.  Between  Bums's  and  Gale's  hills  runs  the  road 
Irom  Bristol  village  to  Alexandria  village,  the  summit  of  which, 
a  few  rods  west  of  the  town  line,  is  916  feet  above  sea  level. 
Cross's  liill,  otherwise  known  as  Cross's  ledges,  is  a  bald  summit 
a  short  distance  east  of  Gale's  hill,  and  slightly  inferior  to  its 
neighbor  in  altitude.  From  this  point  the  range  continues,  with 
no  clearly  defined  summits,  to  the  footof  Newfound  lake,  sending 
off  gradual  slopes  to  the  northwest,  and  falling  rapidly  to  New- 
found river  on  tlte  east  and  southeast. 

Along  the  eastern  side  of  the  Newfound  valley  extends  a 
mountain  wall  of  considerable  dimensions — the  Sugar  Hill  range. 
What  is  |K)pularly  called   Sugar  hill  is  not  a  clearly  defined 

tiatnt:.  It  WHS  commonly  spoken  of  as  The  Mouutnia.  About  twenty 
ywim  ntt"  *'"■'  fifiitol  Enttrprise  chriHtftictl  the  iinmiiiit  Rounil  Top,  from 
Jta  rcsemblaace  to  Rouud  Top  at  Gettysburg.  The  name  became  popular 
afid  has  since  been  generally  used.     Veiy  recently  have  been  found  early 

.^^ji  records  iu  which  the  summit  Ib  designated  aa  New  Chester  m '-'- 

'  J  jell  is  certainly  a  very  lilting  aiid  appropriate  appellation 
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summit — it  is  merely  the  culmination  o(  a  series  of  summits. 
Viewed  from  Bristol  village,  however,  it  appears  a  hill  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  rising  abruptly  almost  within  the  limits  ol  the 
village  to  the  height  of  476  feet  above  Central  square,  or  945 
feet  above  sea  level.  The  true  summit  ol  the  Sugar  Hill  range 
is  near  its  northern  extremity  near  the  foot  of  Newfotuid  lake. 
Its  height  has  never  l)eeu  dtrtermiiicd,  butconscrvntive  estimates 
place  it  at  about  1,200  feet.  The  western  slojieii  ol  the  Sugar 
Mill  range  are  precipitous  and  ledgy,  while  the  eastern  slopes 
descend  gradually  into  the  fertile  fields  and  meadows  at  tlie  base 
of  Bristol  Peak. 

The  extreme  eastern  portion  of  the  township  contains  several 
respectable  elevations  which  are  destitute  of  names  except  local 
apiiellatious  known  only  to  the  jwople  of  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood.    Prominent  among  them  is  Pine  hill. 

Newfound  lake,  and  its  outlet.  Newfound  river,  stand  preemi- 
nent in  their  particular  department  ol  the  physical  features  of 
this  region.  Newfound  lake  is  a  splendid  body  of  water  lying 
almost  wholly  withhi  the  townships  of  Bristol  and  Hebron.  A 
few  acres  of  water,  near  the  I^edge,  are  in  Alcxantlrin,  but  not  a 
square  foot  is  i>osscsaed  by  liridgcwatcr,  the  western  boundary  of 
that  township  following  the  eastern  shore  of  the  lake  at  high 
water  mark.  The  lake  has  a  length  of  sHghlly  more  than  seven 
miles  from  north-northwest  to  south -southeast,  and  a  width  of 
about  two  and  three-fourths  miles  from  west  to  east.  There  are 
three  larger  lakes  in  the  state — Winnepesaukee,  Squam,  and 
Sunapee— its  area,  exclusive  of  its  islands,  being  about  eight 
square  miles.  Its  elevation,  according  to  the  state  geological 
survey,  is  590  feet." 

Of  the  four  islands  in  Newfound  lake,  the  Ihrce  largest  are 
iu  Bristol.  The  largest  is  Mayhew,'  and  is  situated  a  mile  from 
the  outlet  of  the  lake,  Mayhew  has  an  extent  of  forty  acres,  and 
its  northern  part  rises  alx)ul  a  hundred  feet  above  the  water. 
The  island  is  sparsely  wooded  in  parts,  and  its  slopes  yield 
immense  quantities  of  blueberries  and  raspberries.  The  second 
island  in  size  is  Cliff  island,  about  ten  acres  in  extent,  which 
is  known  also  by  the  disgusting  name  Hog.  It  is  situated  near 
the  extremity  of  Breezy  point,  from  which  it  is  separated  hy 
a  imrrow  chaiuicl  of  water  sevenil  feet  dwp.  The  uorlliern  iNirt 
of  Cliff  island  slopes  gradually  upward  and  terminates  in  an 
abrupt  precipice.     Belle  island  lies  about  forty  rods  east  of  Cliff; 

'  By  way  of  comparison  we  give  the  areas  and  elevations  of  tlie  three 
largest  lakes  in  the  state:  WinnepeeBukee,  71.8  square  miles,  503  feet; 
Squam,  I5.6sqnare  miles,  510  feet;  Sunapee,  11.3  sqiiitri:  iiiik-a,  1,103  teet. 

'  Mnyliew  island  received  its  uunie  from  WillL-ini  Mayliew,  wlio  was  a 
son  of  Peter  Mayhew,  the  leading  spirit  in  the  l)uilditi)r  of  tlic  Maylicw 
turnpike.  William  Mayhew  lived  on  the  eiialcni  side  of  tlie  highway  just 
south  of  tlie  present  honac  of  1{.  T.  Pike. 
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it  is  nearly  circular  in  shaj>e,  contains  about  three  acres,  and 
is  beautiiully  wooded.  Between  these  islands  and  Sngar  Loaf 
the  water  is  about  135  feet  deep.'  The  only  other  island,  Loon, 
lies  close  to  the  northeastern  shore  in  the  township  of  Hebron, 
and  is  but  a  speck  on  the  surface  of  the  lake. 

Many  beautiful  sand  beaches  are  found  on  the  shores  of  the 
lake,  among  which  are  Carr's,  just  south  of  Fowler's  river. 
Crescent,  at  the  southern  extremity  of  Crescent  bay,  and  Nutting's, 
a  short  distance  north  of  Sugar  I,oaf.  These  three  beaches  are 
on  the  wcslern  .sliorc,  and  arc,  like  the  splendid  Iwacli  at  the 
foot  of  the  lake,  in  tirislol  territory.  Of  the  streams  (lowing  into 
the  lake,  P'owlcr's  river  on  the  we.st,  Cocfcennonth  river  and 
liog  brook  on  the  north,  and  the  Richard  IJrown  and  Heudock 
brooks  on  the  east  are  worthy  of  mention.  Cockennouth  river 
and  its  tributaries  drain  a  large  portion  of  Hebron  and  Groton, 
and  Fowler's  river  performs  the  same  service  in  Alexandria. 

Newfound  lake  empties  its  waters  into  the  Pemigewasset 
through  the  agency  of  Newfound  river,  which  is  the  most  im- 
portant stream  in  the  township.  This  hill-bound  river  flows  in  a 
southerly  direction  for  about  two  miles,  and  east-southeasterly 
for  nearly  half  a  mile.  Witliin  this  short  distance  it  has  a  fall  of 
238  feet,  and  its  waters  descend  105  feet  during  the  last  eighty 
rods  of  their  journey.  This  remarkable  fall  furnishes  excellent 
power  for  the  many  manufacturing  establishments  along  the 
stream.  Newfound  river  has  no  tributaries  worthy  of  mention, 
lliv  hirgcst  Mn^  llie  Hlcciwr  brook,  which  rises  on  the  ca.slern 
sloi)e  of  Gale's  hill  and  has  a  length  of  about  a  mile.  Fowler's 
river  flows  acro.ss  the  iiorthweslem  part  of  the  township  and 
empties  into  Newfound  lake  just  south  of  Dreezy  point.  This 
stream  rises  among  the  foothills  of  Mt.  Cardigan,  and  its  numer- 
ous branches  drain  a  large  portion  of  the  township  of  Alexandria, 
Just  west  of  the  Bristol  town  line  it  receives  the  waters  of  Foster 
poud  from  the  south,  and,  at  a  point  slightly  nearer  its  source, 
the  waters  of  Goose  pond  from  the  north.  Its  length  is  about 
eight  nitles.  A  part  of  the  southern  iKiundary  of  Ilrislot  lie.s 
in  the  middle  of  Smith's  river,  which  empties  into  the  Pemi- 
gewasset  at  the  southeastern  extremity  of  the  township  after  an 
easterly  course  of  fifteen  miles  through  Grafton,  Danbury,  Alex- 
andria, Kill,  and  Bristol.  Smith's  river  descends  over  a  hundred 
feet  during  the  last  half  mile,  its  falls  including  Profile  falls, 
forty  feet  high. 

'  In  lliL'  RUiiuiicrof  1899  iiii!tii1ii.'rs  of  Ciuiip  I'lwqiiiinoy  iimdc  careful 
siiiMuIiiigt),  witli  tilt  following  ruiiilts:  Miilwiiy  livtwcun  Sugiir  ],on[ 
itiiurc  [111(1  Kasl  Ilt-liroii,  137  feet;  :30  roils  from  Sugar  Loiif  in  s:ime 
direction.  109 ;  directly  under  cliff,  69 ;  joo  (ci't  from  cliH,  towards  Wliilte- 
jnorc'a  point,   117;  300  feet,   135;  600  feet.  ^9:  500  feel  east  from  Owl'a 


fjead,   >oi  ;  300  feet  east  from  Rogers'n  point,  50;  1 
-,(■  Wliitteinore's  point,  118;  i  3-4  miles      -        - 


„|-\Vliitteinore'»  point,         .     „. 
tlie  bottom  was  found  to  be  tock. 
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The  Pemigewasset  river,  which  rises  iti  Profile  lake,'  flows 
along  the  eastern  limits  of  the  township.  The  general  direction 
of  the  Pemigewasset-Merrimack  river  is  south.  Between  New 
Hampton  and  Bristol  is  found  the  only  marked  deviation  from 
this  general  direction  between  Profile  lake  and  the  Massachusetts 
line.  Here  the  stream  finds  a  passage  through  the  moiintninous 
region  by  flowing  west,  ahnost  at  right  angles  to  its  general 
direction.  In  the  four  miles'  from  New  Hampton  to  Bristol  the 
river  descends  86  feet,  forming  the  most  rapid  portion  of  the 
stream  south  of  the  East  Branch.  Similar  rapids  continue 
below  Bristol,  so  that  the  total  descent  from  the  New  Hampton 
bridge  to  the  mouth  of  Smith's  river  is  ii8  feet. 

The  Pemigewasset  receives  from  Bristol  soil  two  constderahle 
streams  l>csidcs  Newfound  river.  The  first,  Tcu-Mile  brook,  has 
its  source  among  the  hills  east  of  Bristol  Peak,  and  flows  south- 
southeasterly  through  the  old  Locke  neighborhood  to  the  river, 
about  two  miles  distant.  Its  mouth  is  about  a  mile  below 
Pemigewasset  bridge.  The  second,  Danfortli's  brook,  rises  at 
an  elevation  of  1,400  feet  on  the  southwestern  slope  of  Bristol 
Peak,  and  has  a  general  southerly  direction  of  two  and  onc-tialf 
miles,  emptying  into  the  river  near  Worthen's  rock.  It  has 
several  branches,  one  of  which  rises  near  the  foot  of  Newfound 
lake. 

Hemlock  brook  rises  on  the  northern  side  of  Bristol  Peak, 
and  flows  west- southwest,  along  the  base  of  the  range,  to 
Newfound  lake  just  below  Pike's  point.  During  its  course  of 
two  and  one-half  miles  it  has  a  fall  of  800  feet.  The  Clark  brook 
rises  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Bums's  hill,  and  flows  along  the 
western  limits  of  the  township  to  Smith's  river,  after  a  southerly 
journey  of  slightly  more  than  a  mile.  Black  brook,  which  empties 
into  Newfound  lake  west  of  Mayhew  island,  is  well  known,  but 
is  hardly  large  enough  to  be  dignified  by  n  name,  though  one 
hundred  years  ago  it  was  a  stream  of  considerable  size  and 
known  as  Newfound  Pond  brook. 

The  physical  geography  and  geology  of  Bristol  is  full  of 
interest.  The  township  lies  near  the  northcentral  part  of  the 
Merrimack  basin,  one  of  the  natural  geological  divisions  of 
the  state.  The  di.strict  "  may  well  represent  the  average  physical 
appearance  of  New  Hampshire,  consisting  of  numerous  hills  and 
mountains,  mostly  cultivable,  interspersed  with  sandy  plains,  allu- 
vial flats,  entirely  underlaid  by  gneissic  or  granatic  rocks.  "> 

'  Profile  lake  is  45.2  miles  from  Bristol  village  by  river ;  its  elevation 
Is  1,950  feet. 

*  Prof.  Hitchcock  gives  the  distances  on  the  Pemigewnsset  river  as 
follows:  Prom  I'eniigewasset  briilgu  to  Cuiitrnl  l>riOKt:,  4.3  miles ;  from 
Central  bridge,  to  Smith's  river,  3.3  miles ;  from  Smith's  river  to  Union 
bridge,  Hill,  3.5  miles;  from  Hill  to  Franklin,  7  miles. 

•  C.  II.  Hitchcock,  in  Geology  of  New  Hampshire  Voi.  I. 
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Tlie  sandy  plains  wliich  are  characteristic  of  llie  Merrimack  valley 
commence  at  New  Hampton.  They  are  usually  high  up,  and 
arc  narrow  and  undulating.  "At  Bristol  they  are  cut  oS,  and 
there  is  no  correctness  in  Dr.  Jackson's  map  representing  the 
great  bend  opposite  Bristol  as  composed  of  drift.'"  The  great 
bend  is  practically  destitute  of  modified  drift,  and  thereui  it 
differs  from  all  the  rest  of  the  valley.  The  cliaracteristic  terraces 
again  commence  opposite  Bristol,  whence  tlie  alluvial  area 
extends  unbroken  through  the  state. 

Kcnuinnts  of  the  original  high  flood-plain  are  distinctly  seen 
on  1x)lh  lianks  uf  llic  river  from  the  l^ast  Urnucli  to  Ihc  Massa- 
chusetts line,  but  some  of  the  most  striking  examples  are  found 
at  the  highest  of  two  terraces  at  the  month  of  the  Ten-Mile 
brook;  a  small,  gently  sloping  plain  about  midway  between 
New  Hampton  and  Bristol,  and  a  similar  area  east  of  the 
highway  a  short  distance  northeast  of  Bristol.  All  these  are  in 
Bristol  territory,  and  arc  about  500  (eet  above  the  sea. 

Bristol  abounds  in  splendid  examples  of  erosion.  The 
most  interesting  study  in  this  particular  department  of  geology 
concerns  Newfound  lake.  There  are  strong  indications  that  the 
lake  was  once  at  least  twenty-five  feet  higher  than  at  present, 
and  that  its  waters  were  discharged  through  Foster  pond  and 
South  Alexandria  into  Smith's  river.  A  leading  reason  for  this 
belief  is  that  the  present  outlet  of  the  lake  has,  by  erosive 
action,  cut  through  twenty-five  feet  of  the  loose  till  with  which 
the  lake  is  surrounded,  and  tlmt  Foster  pond  and  the  Alexandria 
meadows  arc  less  than  that  height  above  the  present  level  of 
the  lake.*  Furthemiore,  the  bed  of  this  ancient  river  is  easily 
traced  between  Foster  pond  and  Smith's  river.  There  is  evidence 
of  another  ancient  outlet  from  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  lake 
through  the  Sleeper  meadow  and  Danforlh's  brook. 

One  of  the  most  noticeable  examples  of  erosion  in  this  part  of 
the  state  is  the  gorge  at  Smith's  river,  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile 
from  the  Peniigewasset.  From  a  quiet  pool  with  ,sandy  banks, 
the  stream  suddenly  plunges  into  a  narrow,  rocky  canon,  thirty 
rods  long  and  sixty  feet  deep,  the  water  tumbling  and  foaming 
over  the  boulders  that  impede  its  course.  At  several  points 
along  the  rapids  in  the  Pemigewasset  there  is  strong  evidence 
that  the  channel  lias  been  cut  through  a  considerable  depth  of 
tilt,  and  a  similar  evidence,  though  less  prominent,  appears 
in  Newfound  river  near  its  mouth.  In  all  of  these  streams 
lx>t  holes  arc  found,     I'ine  examples  of  erosion  occur  also  at 

'  C.  n,  IlUclicock,  iu  Ceology  of  New  Hampihire,  Vol.  I, 
'  TIic  average  lieiglit  of  the  Alexatidria  iiieadowB  above  Newfound 
Jflfcc  is  aliout  fiftec-ii  feet,  niid  tlie  level  of  Foster  pond  is  scarcely  twenty- 
/iv*:  feet  above  tlmt  of  the  lake,  although  no  survey  lias,  in  tile  latter  cose, 
Ijeeu  made.  It  is  assumed,  therefore,  that  the  meadows  aiid  tlie  poud 
^«te  once  overflowed  by  the  lake. 
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the  Ten-Mile  brook,  a  few  rods  north  of  the  main  highway. 
The  rocks  along  the  Pemigewasset  river  are  for  the  most 
part  schists,  somewhat  rusty.  The  rock  forming  the  summit  of 
Bristol  Peak  is  mica  schist,  often  badly  decomposed,  but  showing 
in  places  glacial  stride  pointing  to  the  northwest.  Bristol  village 
is  built  almost  wholly  on  fcrmgiuous  rock.  I,arge  siiecimcns  nl 
graphite,  or  plnniliago,  are  lonnd  iu  the  township,  and  argentif- 
erous galena,  gold  bearing  quartz,  and  quartz  crystals  were 
(omierly  taken  west  of  North  Bristol,  where  a  tunnel  was  bored 
tliree  hundred  (eet  into  the  solid  rock. 

We  present  here  the  heights  of  the  principal  points  in  the 
township.  Of  the  elevations  given,  that  of  Bristol  Peak  was 
determined  by  the  United  States  const  survey;  thasc  marked  O, 
by  the  stale  geological  survey;  thase  marked  l(,  by  an  aneroid 
haromeler  (sec  note  i,  i>agc  2) ;  and  others,  marked  est,  are 
estimates  of  competent  persons.  The  figures  are  as  reliable  as 
any  obtainable. 
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CHAPTER  II 
SCENERY 

I.iikt;  of  llic  Nortliliiiii]  I  ktjcp  tity  ilowcr 

Uf  beauty  still,  aud  wliile  above 
Tlie  solemn  inonDtaiDS  speak  of  power, 

Be  tliou  tlie  mirror  of  God's  love. 

—  H^Ai7/»>r. 

Cultured  taste  admires  the  scenery  of  Bristol.  Variety,  the 
foremost  charm  ol  the  scenery  o(  the  White  Mountains,  is  here 
presented,  tneNliniistible  in  its  rcsonrces  and  unlimited  in  its 
manilold  combinatioiiH.  Verdant  hills  aud  rock -crowned  mount- 
ains; rich  pastures  aud  smiling  meadows;  tranquil  streams  whose 
waters  rellect  the  summer  sky,  and  rivers  which  tumble  headlong 
through  rocky  canons ;  one  of  the  sweetest  lakes  that  the  Creator 
has  sprinkled  among  the  granite  hills — these  features  combine  to 
make  the  scenery  of  Bristol  unsurpassed  outside  the  very  heart 
of  the  White  Moimtains. 

I,nkes  afford  one  of  the  chief  clemenLs  of  beauty  in  any 
l:inds<.'ii)H.' ;  Newtound,  or  l'ns<|niincy  lake,  therefore,  is  easily  tlic 
most  bcantifnl  fealtire  of  our  local  scenery.  The  "  lake  is  very 
forttniate  in  the  variety  that  it  offers.  There  is  no  sameness  to 
dispel  the  charm  of  one's  first  impression.  It  is  a  lake  of  long 
points,  of  mountain  vistas,  of  romantic  retreats  aud  groves,  of  long 
sand  beaches,  of  wooded  islands,  of  craggy  shores."  It  is  truly 
a  highlaud  lake,  being  almost  surrounded  by  noble  hills  aud 
mountains.  On  the  western  shore  rise  the  precipitous  ledges  of 
Sugar  Loaf,  and  the  ma.ssive  walls  of  Bear  mountain.  On  the 
nortliorn  shore  is  the  craggcd  summit  of  Crosby  mnutilain,  aud 
the  high,  heavily  wooded  ridges  o(  Tenuey  hill.  Wade's  hill 
rises  gracefully  from  the  East  Hebron  shore  aud  culminates  in 
the  desolate  summit  of  Plymouth  mountain.  The  fertile  slopes 
of  the  Bridgewater  range,  terminating  in  Bristol  Peak,  border 
the  lake  on  the  east,  and  the  highest  summit  of  the  Sugar  Hill 
range  is  near  at  hand  in  the  southea.st. 

Through  the  gaps  among  Uiese  near  elevations  are  seen 
many  pleasing  mouutaiu  pictures.  From  the  waters  near  May- 
Iicw  island  glance  into  the  west  and  behold  the  glistening  ledges 
ol  Cardigan  over  two  thousand  feet  above  you.  To  the  left  is  the 
synimetrical  summit  of  Forbes  mouutaiu,  and  the  long  graceful 
slopes  of  I'ine  uiouutaiu,  while  in  the  south  are  New  Chester 
mpuiitaiu,  Periwig,  Bartlett  hill.  Page  and  Wilsou  mountains, 
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and  three  peaks  of  Ragged  mountain.  The  forest-crowned  mass 
of  Sanbomton  mountain  fills  the  southeastern  horizon,  and  the 
thickly  wooded  summits  of  Groton  tower  above  the  peaceful 
intervales  of  Hebron.  But  this  is  not  all.  From  the  vicinity  of 
Crescent  bay  glance  into  the  northland,  and  yon  will  sec,  if 
the  atmosphere  is  clear,  the  twin  pyramids  ol  T.afnyettc  and 
Lincoln,  the  highest  of  the  famed  l^raiiconias.  r,ook  slightly  to 
the  right,  and  you  will  see  Mt.  Flume,  familiarly  known  as 
the  Haystack.  Still  farther  to  the  right  a  whole  cluster  of  peaks 
arrests  your  attention :  Hancock,  Osceola,  Tecumseh,  and  Fisher, 
in  the  heart  of  the  Waterville  wilderness.  The  forest-clad 
slopes  of  Mt.  Stinson  are  visible  from  the  central  part  of  the  lake 
over  the  right  shoulder  of  Tenney  hill. 

Thus  is  completed  a  list  of  the  principal  summits  visible 
from  the  surface  of  our  mountain  lake,  and  alt  can  be  seen  from 
that  portion  within  the  limits  of  our  own  township.  They  in- 
clude fifteen  summits  which  reach  an  altitude  of  two  thousand 
feet,  while  several  are  more  than  twice  that  height.  No  lake  in 
the  state  can  excel  ours  in  this  respect,  if  any  other  of  its  size  can 
equal  it.  To  her  comparatively  low  elevation'  and  her  much 
loftier  mountains,  Newfound  owes  her  charm.  I,isten  to  one  ol 
the  lake's  fondest  admirers' ;  "  Pasqiiancy  .surpas.scs  Waldcn  in 
its  surroundings.  Both  are  gems  'of  purest  ray  serene,'  yet 
Pasqtianey  has  the  most  charming  setting.  Walden  is  not  en- 
circled by  a  chain  of  hills ;  it  has  no  massive  Alp-like  Cardigan, 
standing  with  bare,  storm-scarred  head  on  its  horizon  ;  it  cannot 
look  into  the  blue  indefinite  northeast  and  see  the  twin  peak  like 
a  dreamy  summer  cloud,  the  first  of  the  distant  Franconias. 
But  Walden  will  ever  be  immortal,  because  Thoreau  is  im- 
mortal, and  Pasquaney  will  still  sleep  on." 

Kvery  true  lover  of  nature  who  has  come  into  close  touch 
with  Newfound  and  her  inunediate  surroundings  is  laden 
with  sweet  memories.  In  the  midst  of  his  toil,  he  remembers 
the  solitary  quiet  he  enjoyed  beneath  the  whispering  pines  of 
Belle  isle,  completely  cut  off,  as  it  were,  from  his  fellow  men ; 
he  remembers  that  romantic  little  voyage  up  the  shady  windings 
of  Fowler's  river ;  he  remembers  the  enchanting  views  he  obtained 
from  the  summit  of  Mayhew  island,  from  Grove  hill,  or  from 
Bear  mountain — but  the  one  thing  which  has  left  the  most  vivid 
picture  in  his  mind  is  Sugar  Loaf  and  the  Ledge.  In  its  total 
impression.  Sugar  Loaf  is  truly  great  and  sublime.  Conceive 
a  mountain  towering  nearly  seven  hundred  feet  above  the  water, 
often  perpendicular,  crowned  with  ledges  to  its  very  summit, 
the  whole  great  mass  extending  down  into  the  lake ;  and  add  to 

LI  nil  exact  level  with  tlie 
'  I'rwl  l^wis  Pnttn!  In  Pasquaney  Echoes. 
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the  scene  n  carriage  road  wriggling  along  clase  to  the  water. 
To  stand  on  this  narrow,  windnig  road,  when  the  afternoon  sun 
throws  the  shadow  of  ttie  mountain  upon  the  water,  is  an  ex- 
perience one  can  never  forget.  He  may  glance  across  tlie  bay 
and  see  Breezy  point,  stretching  out  its  arm  as  if  to  salute  the 
two  beautiful  islands  which  stand  like  sentinels  guarding  the 
little  bay ;  he  may  look  across  the  waters  to  the  lofty  forest- 
crowned  hills  on  the  farther  shore,  and  behold,  through  a  narrow 
gap,  the  distant  Franconias — a  scene  of  matchless  beauty — but 
his  eyes  will  return  instinctively  to  the  wonderful  mass  towering 
behind  him.  What  a  mighty  mountain  wall  it  is  I  Many  of  the 
ledges  are  cracked  and  seamed  "as  if  the  forces  of  decay  had 
wound  their  coils  fairly  around  them  and  were  crumbling  them 
at  leisure";  others  are  carpeted  with  mosses  that  have  been 
nourished  and  thickened  by  centuries.  Here  and  there  great 
boulders  protrude  from  their  neighbors,  as  if  they  had  fought 
their  way  to  the  front,  and  they  almost  .seem  to  hang  in  the  air, 
just  waiting  for  a  touch  to  send  them  rolling  and  crashing  into 
the  stillness  beneath.     Away  up  on  the  ledges  dwarfed  trees 


while  decaying  trees  and  stumps  tell  sadly  of  vain  struggles  for 
existence.  The  sight  of  such  gigantic  cliffs  fills  the  eye  and 
mind  with  awe,  admiration,  and  delight.  The  picture  is  one 
that  will  lade  only  with  the  recollections  and  dreams  of  childhood. 
The  hill.t  and  mountains  of  Itristol  afford,  next  to  the  lake, 
the  most  attractive  natural  features.  The  lake  is  known  to  the 
nuillitmle;  tlic  mountains  and  liilh  arc  familiar  to  the  few.  Yet 
there  are  several  sununits  within  the  limits  of  the  township  which 
afford  splendid  panoramas.  The  lofty  summit  is  lacking,  but 
herein  lies  the  secret  of  the  charming  views.  "The  prospect 
from  minor  mountains  is  far  more  interesting  than  that  from 
extreme  elevations,  where  the  scenery  of  the  adjacent  country  is 
lost  and  confounded  by  the  reniolene.ss  of  the  .situation.'"  Who 
could  wish  to  look  u|K)n  pictures  more  beautiful  than  tliosc 
visible  from  the  summit  of  Bristol  Peak,  Gale's  hill,  or  New 
Chester  mountain  ?  From  each  of  these  summits  is  seen  wonder- 
ful vistas  of  mountain,  lake  and  forest,  on  which  the  eye  and 
mind  of  the  true  lover  of  nature  "may  linger  long  and  profit 
much." 

Touclied  liy  n  ItRlit  tlint  Imth  no  name, 
A  glory  never  MUiig, 

Aloft  on  sky  ami  mountain -wall 
Are  God'a  great  picturta  haug. 

Bristol  Peak  affords  the  most  extensive  view  obtainable  in 
the  township.     The  prospect  extends  from  Mt.  Washington  in 

<  Baron  Hnmtmldt. 
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the  north  to  Pack  Monaduock  in  the  south,  and  embraces  the 
two  essential  elements  of  attractive  scenery — ^beauty  and  grandeur. 
Newfound  lake  sparkles  a  thousand  feet  below,  "a  crystal  lake 
in  an  emerald  setting,"  and  llie  storm-toni  sides  of  Cardigan 
glisten  in  the  sunlight  like  the  massive  walls  of  an  ancient 
fortress.  The  feature  of  the  prosiiect  is,  however,  the  splendid 
Sandwich  monntains,  which  array  tlieniselvcs  in  ini|K>sing 
grandeur  in  the  northeast,  with  the  distant  dome  of  Mt.  Wash- 
ington beyond.  There  are  Sandwich  Dome,  Whiteface,  Wona- 
lancet,  and  Paugus ;  Chocorua  lifts  his  proud  head  apart  from  the 
others,  as  if  he  had  had  a  quarrel,  and  Passaconaway  peers  over 
the  right  shoulder  of  Whiteface  to  see  what  the  trouble  is  all 
about.  How  proud  and  secure  those  mountain.s  aret  What 
weight  and  what  spirit!  They  arc  not  dead  mailer,  they  live! 
Is  it  not  wholesome  to 


Then  there  is  old  Moosilauke  in  the  north.  How  lonely  and 
desolate  he  looks.  His  head  is  scarcely  fanned  by  the  breath  of 
summer,  yet  he  feels  such  storms  as  the  valleys  never  know  and 
could  not  bear.  And  there  is  Kearsarge  in  the  southwest.  The 
sweep  of  its  sides  is  at  once  graceful  and  bold.  The  old  mountain 
stands  without  a  rival  to  fret  its  composure ;  it  is  indisputably 
the  monarch  of  the  summits  in  that  direction.  What  a  company 
of  hills  surrounds  the  noble  mountain,  as  if  the  mountain  had 
given  a  party  and  all  the  hills  were  hurrying  up  to  answer  the 
invitation.  The  far-stretching  south  affords  a  pleasing  contrast, 
sweeping  out  like  a  vast  and  many-colored  sea,  out  of  which 
Pack  Monadnock  gleams  like  a  sail  dropping  slowly  below  the 
horizon. 

ne  View:  The  iitH^hlxiriiiR  sunuiiit  of  tlic  Itridt^L-wutLT  tiiiiko 
completely  shuts  out  the  distant  view  to  the  north,  but  over  its  eusteru 
slope  ia  presented  a  mountain  picture  unexcelled  in  ceulrul  New  Hemp- 
alitre.  In  the  distance  the  majestic  dome  of  Mt.  Washington  towers  fur 
above  the  wilderness  summit  of  Kancamagus,  which  in  turn  rises  over 
the  Campion  mountains.  The  imposing  summits  of  the  Suudwich  rimge 
stretch  away  to  the  east.  Tlie  great,  lofty  mass  of  Snndwicli  Dome, 
or  Black  mountain,  rises  just  to  the  riglit  of  Mt.  Washington,  with  tile 
secondary  summit  of  llald  Knoi)  on  its  left.  Pint  inouiitiiiii  coiuiects  the 
Dome  with  Whiteface,  which  shows  u  bleaclied  front,  witli  I'ussiicoiiuwuy, 
the  htgtiest  of  the  range,  peering  over  its  eastern  shoulder.  The  scniggy 
mass  of  Paugus  is  next,  and  the  range  culminates  in  the  splendid  spire  of 
Chocorua.  The  low  green  cone  nearly  in  line  with  Passaconaway  is 
Wonalancct:  and  slightly  to  the  left  is  the  bold  ridge  of  Mt.  Israel.  Tn 
nearly  the  same  direction  is  a  glimpse  of  Squam  lake,  with  the  Squu 
.   :...  , : . ..  -n  the  west.     T'-  -  '  '    -■  '  '■ 


s  forming  a  steep  wall  on  the  west.     The  celebrated  Green  hills, 
in  Conway,  are  visible  over  the  eastern  slope  of  Chocorua. 

The  double-crcsteil  Ked  hill  sluiiUs  due  iiortheiwt.  The  hi};1iesl 
summit  in  the  foreground  nearly  in  line  witli  tliut  elevation  is  Deech 
hill,  at  the  farther  base  of  which  is  the  lloaton  and  Maine  niilroail  iicnr 
Winona.     To  the  right,  in  the  distance,  slreleheH  the  nndnlulliiK  (>iisl|i<v 
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riiM);!'.  iK'i-iiiiiinK  Willi  IUii<-k  S111111I  itiiil  riihiiiiiiiliiiK  in  Mt.  Sliiiw.  Still 
farilicr  Ui  lli<j  riKlil  Hii:  iHtiiiitl-xULwn  wiiU-rs  ol  Wiuiii']it»niiki-L-  sniilu  in 
tlic  fluiilif(lil.  Uii  the  fnrllior  slioru  is  Cupple  Crown  iiiountahi,  and 
nliClitly  lo  llic  ri^lit  iiiid  tiiiircr  is  llic  lli-lkiiiip  raiiKc.  Mt.  IlUkn.ip  itt  llio 
lirst  Htiniiiiil,  Mt.  (luiislock  llic  si-cuiid,  mid  tlit'  fnrcnor  auiiiiiiit  of 
Utliiiutitou  I'cak  is  still  furttuT  to  llie  right.  The  uudulntiug  hills  of 
N(;w  Hampton  occupy  tlie  immediate  foreground,  and  J'emigewasset  and 
Wickwos  ^nds  (commonly  callt:^  Kelley  and  "Nigger,"  respectively) 
lie  nearly  in  line  with  tiie  Delktiap  peaks. 

Across  the  valley  in  the  soutlieost  is  Saiiborntou  mountain,  whidi 
towers  so  close  at  hnnd  tliiit  a  large  portion  of  the  distant  view  is  hidden ; 
but  over  its  left  sti>pe  nre  seen  the  Rlue  hills  in  RtraHord,  and  severcil 
uiiiiiiuii.ll  hills  in  Norlhwood  mid  IHttsneld,  while  over  its  right  sIo]k;  are 
seen  several  summits  in  ]-lillsl)oro  county — first  the  twin  domes  of  the 
Uucaiiooiincs  in  Goflstown,  followed  by  the  long  whaleback  of  Joe 
Knglish  hill  in  New  lloston,  Crotcbed  mountiiin  in  Francestown,  and  the 
I'ack  Moniidnock  range  in  I'eterboro  and  Temple.  The  distant  view 
is  again  cut  off  by  tjie  splendid  pyramid  of  Kearsarge,  which  towers 
majestically  beyond  Bristol  village,  and  renders  insiguiiicaut  the  suniuiits 
of  IVriwig,  New  Chester  inouutain.  Darttett  hill,  ami  Page,  Wilson,  and 
Kaggt'il  iiiouutains,  wliidi  occupy  the  fiirvgrunud  in  the  order  named. 
To  the  right  of  Kugfjed  mountain,  in  the  distance,  is  the  serrated  Sunapee, 
and  next  tn  order  is  I'iniuicle  tuountuin  in  Wilinot,  tlie  low  lulls  of 
Danburyi  and  Melvin  iiill  in  Spriugfleld.  The  western  horizon  is  occupied 
by  tile  long  slopes  of  I'inc  niountnin,  the  symmetrical  summit  of  I'orbcs, 
and  the  massive  and  lofty  peaks  of  Cardigan.' 

Newfound  lake  now  arrests  the  attention.  To  the  left  of  Uie  ridge 
which  Hristol  Peak  tiirows  off  to  the  west  can  be  seen  the  foot  of  the  lake 
with  its  little  hamlet  of  boathouses,  while  to  the  right  can  be  seen  the 
whole  expanse  north  of  Mayliew  island.  On  the  farther  side,  liaing 
above  the  little  bay  and  islands,  is  the  h'dge-crowned  Sugar  I^oaf,  with 
Iti'iir  niountnin  jitsi  bchiuii,  anil  iin  the  northern  shore  are  Crosliy 
inounlain  and  Tinnvy  hill.  Kpuclarlt  |>OHd  in  Ctrutun  is  visible  over  the 
wi-sUrn  sh)|ie  of  Crosl)y.  To  the  right  of  Teniiey  hill  is  Wade's  hill, 
swelling  into  the  high  summit  of  I'lyinouth  inouutiiin.  Smart's  mountiiin, 
in  Dorchester  and  j.ynie.  towers  far  above  the  wooded  summits  of  Groton, 
and  a  little  farther  to  the  right  is  the  symmetrical  summit  of  Mt.  Cube  in 
Orford.  Over  the  western  spur  of  Plymouth  mountain  rises  the  splendid 
mass  of  Mt.  Carr,  and  over  the  eastern  slo^  is  the  forest-covered  Mt. 
Stinson.  In  the  distance,  overtopping  all,  is  the  majestic  Moosilauke, 
with  its  crowning  hotel  distinguishable  with  the  naked  eye. 

Mountains  and  lakes  are  not,  however,  the  only  objects  visible  from 
Hristol  IVnk.  VillaKcs,  marked  usually  by  church  spires,  are  BcaltiTi-<l 
hirt-  and  lluTe  liiroiigh  the  valleys.  Nearly  In  line  wiUi  .Sandwicli  Dome 
the  thriving  vilbige  of  Ashland  Is  seen  among  the  hills.  Due  east  from 
the  point  of  vision  lies  the  classic  village  of  New  Hampton,  with  its 
white  church  spire  and  institution  buildings  conspicuous ;  and  far  beyond, 
ill  nearly  the  same  line,  is  tlie  small  hamlet  of  Meredith  Center.  "- 
thi 


'  Cardigan  has  two  prominent  siinimits,  llaldfiice  and  I'irescrew,  and 
oliv  irtferior  summit.  Crane.  Itiildfiice  is  the  liigiiest  peak,  mid  is  named 
frtin'  it"  "larkeil  physical  characteristic.  The  northern  peak  received  its 
HaniL-  in  185s.  when  the  mountain  was  swept  by  a  conflagration.  As  the 
/].,ilHS  curleil  about  the  tall  trees  on  the  sky  line  of  the  summit,  a  beholder 
'  ,,rl;ett  tliat  they  looked  like  "  screws  of  fire  ";  hence  the  uauie.  Crane 
f^  If.'i-  jfifvrior  summit  south  of  llnldface. 
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of  hillt  and  moniitains,  is  our  own  Bristol  village,  with  theCongjegational 
cimrch  steeple  prominetit. 

New  Chester  mountain  affords  a  view  of  considerable  extent 
and  beauty.  Sanbomton  mountain,  with  its  almost  illimitable 
forests  of  pine,  towers  close  at  hand  in  tite  east.  What  a 
tremendous  mass  it  is!  So  solid,  yet  soaring,  it  seems  to  lift 
itself  to  that  glorious  height.  The  outlook  down  the  I'L'nii- 
gewasset  valley  is  one  of  extreme  magnificence.  The  river, 
fringed  by  fertile  meadows,  flows  on  and  loses  itself  among  the 
fading  lines  of  many  nameless  hills.  In  the  west  the  densely 
wooded  slopes  of  Pine  mountain  ripple  off  into  the  fertile  fields. 

The  View :  The  PemigewasBet  valler,  with  its  wiadiii|[  river,  stretches 
awav  to  the  south  toward  the  twin  Uncanooiuics,  which  are  visible 
ogniiist  the  horizon.  Hill  villugc,  with  itn  two  clitircli  apires,  in  viNilili^ 
ill  Hie  valley  about  four  iiiilui  uwiiv.  To  the  k-(t  uru  the  liills  of  Norlli- 
field  and  I'ranklin,  and  far  beyond  are  two  faint  summits  in  Epsom,  Kort 
and  McKoy's  mountains.  In  the  immediate  foreground  are  the  three 
precipitous  peaks  of  Perivrig,  and  to  the  left  are  unnamed  summits 
between  Hill  and  Aodover,  and  the  htlls  of  Boscawen  and  Concord. 
Between  New  Chester  mountain  and  Periwig  flows  Smith's  river,  though 
it  is  seen  only  near  its  junction  with  the  Pcmigewosset  farther  east  and  at 
several  points  in  the  valley  towards  the  Danbury  hills. 

To  the  right  of  Pcnwig  are  Bartlctt  hill,  and  Page  and  Wilson 
mountains,  the  last  two  *  overtopping  everything  else  in  that  direction. 
Kearsarge  lifts  its  head  over  the  left  slope  of  Piijje  mountiiin,  and  two 
Hiiiiimhii  of  Kiiggeil  luuuiiluiii  iirc  seen  (u  the  n^\i\.  of  Wilson.  Ni-xl 
appear  tlie  hills  of  Wiliuot,  Danbury,  and  Mclvlu  hill.  Pine  iiiouutaiu 
occupies  a  great  part  of  the  western  horizon,  and  to  tlie  right  are  the 
symmetrical  summit  of  Forbes  mountain  and  the  two  splendid  peaks 
of  Cardigan,  the  monarch  of  central  New  Hampshire. 

A  seeming  extension  of  Cardigan  terminates  abruptly  in  the  notclied 

~~'*  of  Bear  mountain,  with  the  round  mass  of  Sugar  Loaf  at  its  base. 
nurns'B  and  Gale's  hills  occupy  the  foreground  in  nearly  the  same  line 
of  vision.  Over  the  right  slope  of  Bear  mountain  are  the  high  bills  of 
Groton,  and  neztin  order  are  Crosby  mountain  and  Tenney  hill  In  llubron. 
Over  the  left  shoulder  of  tlie  latter  is  seen  a  spur  of  Mt.  Curr,  and  to  tho 
right  ia  the  distant  snmiuit  of  Moosilauke,  its  crowning  hotel  being  eiisily 
seen.  Farther  to  the  right  are  the  long  ridge  of  Mt.  Stiiison,  Plymouth 
mountain,  with  Wade's  hill,  its  secondary  summit,  and  the  long  Bridge- 
water  range.  Through  the  gap  between  Bridgewater  Peak  and  Plymouth 
mountain  are  seen  a  group  of  mountains  In  the  East  Branch  country- 
first  the  south  peak  of  the  Twin  mountains ;  then  the  two  pyraniiits  of 
Gnyotaud  Bond,  which  riseabove  ScarRid^e,  in  l.ivermore.  Scar  Ridge 
extends  westward  into  the  inferior  summit  of  Black  niountnin,  whicli 
appears  in  the  foreground  )nst  to  the  left  of  Twin. 

Three  suunnits  of  tlie  Sandwich  nm^c  are  seen  throngh  the  lirst  gap 
to  the  right  of  Bristol  Peak — Whiteface  in  tlic  center,  with  Flat  mountain 
at  its  left  and  Passaconaway  just  visible  over  its  eastern  shoulder.  Briar 
hill  in  the  foreground  is  ncKt  in  order,  and  then  comes  the  colossal  spire 
of  "Chocorua,  the  sharpest  snmmit  east  of  the  Rockies,"  The  Green 
bills  of  Conway  are  visible  to  the  right  of  Chocorua.     The  New  Hampton 


'  These  two  summits  are  commonly  called  Murray  hill.  Slriclly 
speaking,  Murray  hill  is  merely  a  terrace  on  the  iiorlheni  slopes  of  these 
summits  which  is  traversed  by  a  rood  about  i,30O  feet  in  height.  Dick- 
erson  hill  is  the  name  of  the  next  terrace  above,  its  average  elevation 
being  al>out  1,400  feet. 
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litllN  occ«]>y  tlic  fon-frrouixl.  niiclilitf;  tlitrir  liifrliuit  suniinlt  In  Iturk'lKli 
iiiouiiliiiii,  mill  tiL'yoiid  strutclicA  the  undulating  OMip<^  rnoge,  witli 
Itlnck  Bnout  nt  itii  U'ft  L-xtrtiiiity  and  Mt.  Shaw  at  its  rit(Ut.  Otic  of  the 
ntiiniuits  of  Rt-d  liill  is  vinibl):  about  midway  tietwL'cn  Itlnck  Snout  and 
Cliocorua.  IluTlcij;])  mountaiu  swells  into  the  spteudid  Sauborutou 
mountain,  which  hides  the  distant  view  in  that  direction.  In  the  im- 
mediate foregronnd,  nearly  in  line  witli  SanboTnton,  is  Little  Round  Top. 
and  in  line  witU  Mt.  Stinaon  is  the  low  and  precipitous  Sugar  hiA, 
with  tlie  thriving  village  of  Uriatol  at  its  feet.  A  portion  of  Newfound 
lake  is  visible  just  beyond. 

Gale's  liill  nffonls  a  view  wliicli,  in  some  respects,  is  superior 
to  tliat  from  llrislol  Peak.  The  prospect  is  less  extensive,  but 
it  is  remarkable  for  its  peaceful  beauty.  In  the'  northeast  are 
seen  several  of  the  Waterville  summits — Fisher,  Osceola,  and 
Tecnniseh — with  the  distant  dome  of  Mt.  Washington  beyond ; 
but  the  near  prospect  is  more  pleasing.  The  view  of  Newfound 
lake  is  the  most  beautiful  obtainable  from  any  of  the  Bristol 
summits.  The  perspective  is  fortunate,  the  luouutaiu-walls  of 
the  lake  appearing  to  great  advantage.  Sugar  I,oaf,  into  whose 
granite  hardness  the  torrents  and  rock-slides  have  torn  deep 
dikes,  rises  precipitously  from  the  water's  edge,  and  the  mighty 
cliffs  of  Bear  mountain  tower  just  behind  as  if  in  protection.  At 
their  feet  lies  the  peaceful  lake,  with  promontories  and  islands  in 
full  view,  the  crystal  waves  extending  to  the  very  slopes  of  Crosby 
mountain  and  Tenney  hill,  which  are  overtopped  by  the  majestic 
mass  of  Mt.  Carr.  Gale's  hill  affords  also  the  finest  view  of 
Cardigan,  whose  spk-udid  granite  jwaks  leap  a  thousand  feet 
above  llie  primeval  forests,  forming  an  effective  contrast  with  the 
clin-.>;prinklcd  meadows  in  the  foreground.  The  scene  imparts 
an  Arcadian  air  to  the  smiling  meadows  with  their  scattered 
farmhouses,  and  its  sweet  pastoral  beauty  quiets  the  most  restless 
nature. 

Sugar  hill  affords  the  most  striking  view  of  Bristol  village 
to  be  found  in  the  township;  and  the  whole  outlook,  although 
limited,  is  one  of  beauty.  The  mighty  Moosilauke  is  visible  in 
the  di.stant  north,  and  in  the  wpst  gleams  the  ma.ssivc  front 
of  Cardigan.  The  slopes  of  New  Ciiesler  mountain  contain 
dream-like  bits  of  pastoral  gentleness,  while  in  the  south  is  seen 
a  portion  of  the  Pemigewasset  river,  whose  "mountain-born 
brightness  glances  down  to  the  sea."  The  natural  attractions 
escape,  however,  the  attention  of  the  majority  of  those  who  ascend 
the  steep  slopes  of  Sugar  hill.  Most  persons  see  only  the  throb- 
hiiig  village  in  the  tlccp  valley,  a  picture  which  furnishes  a 
marked  contrast  with  the  wholesome  quiet  of  the  surrounding 
hills. 

Bunis's  hill  affords  a  pleasing  view.  Bristol  village  nestles  in 
the  deep  valley  with  the  dark  and  sombre  forests  of  Sanboniton 
moinitain  forming  a  striking  background.  The  view  to  the 
north  includes  a  portion  of  Newfound  lake,  and  the  mountains 
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appear  in  the  same  relative  positions  as  when  viewed  from  Gale's 
hill.  Mt.  Gunstock  is  visible  iu  the  distance  just  to  the  left  of 
Sanbomton  mountain,  a  portion  of  the  Ossipee  range  is  seen 
over  the  eastern  foothills  of  Bristol  Peak,  nnd  the  splendid  peaks 
of  Cardigan  are  visible  in  the  west.  While  the  view  from  llnrns 
hill  is  pleasing,  the  principal  allraelion  of  the  eminence  lii'S  not 
in  the  view  afforded  of  other  suniiiiils,  l>nl  in  the  impressive 
peacefnlness  of  its  own.  Here,  in  the  cool  shade  of  perfnnied 
locust  trees,  sleep  the  dead  of  by-goue  generations — here  is  the 
Bums  burying-ground.  This  ancient  cemetery  is  situated  at 
an  altitude  of  eleven  hundred  feet — 

Yet  in  this  northern  land 
Amid  tht^e  luounttiliis  Kraiid, 
1  know  no  sjxit  more  l>Liiiiliriil,  nioru  liriKlit ; 
No  apol  more  lit  to  keep 
The  dead  in  their  long  sleep 
'Till  Kesnrrectiou  morn  shiill  banish  niglit.' 

Cross's  hill  affords  a  pleasing  view  of  Newfound  valley  and 
Bristol  village,  and  a  favorable  prospect  of  the  Sngar  hill  range. 
The  mountain  view  to  the  north  is  similar  to  that  from  Gale's 
hill.  Until  a  few  years  ago  this  summit  afforded  an  extensive 
view  of  Newfound  lake,  but  the  foliage  now  excludes  a  great 
part  of  the  prospect. 

livery  county  iu  New  l:lam(»sliire,  except  Cheshire,  can 
be  seen  from  Bristol  territory.  Of  the  niountaius  visible,  which 
lie  beyond  the  limits  of  the  town,  we  append  a  list  of  those  which 
reach  an  altitude  of  2,000  feet,  and  a  few  neighboring  summits 
of  less  than  2,000  feet,  with  their  distance  from  Bristol  village 
and  their  location.  In  the  list  of  altitudes,  A  signifies  measure- 
ments by  the  Appalachian  club ;  C,  by  the  United  Slates  coast 
survey ;  H,  by  I'rof.  C.  H.  Hitchcock,  of  the  recent  state  geolog- 
ical survey  ;  J,  by  Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson,  of  the  early  stale  geologiL-al 
survey;  G,  by  Prof.  Arnold  Gnyot,  of  Princeton;  and  B,  baro- 
metrical. 


AI.TiruDB 

:b         location 

Bald  Head 

B 

14 

Groton 

Ilald  Knob 

C 

1.39' 

as 

Sandwich 

Bear 

B 

1,8^6 

6 

Hel)ron 

Beech  hill 

1..I00 

New  Iliinipfoii 

Uelknap 

J 

2,062 

i» 

(liKord 

Black 

B 

2,900 

34 

l.ivermore 

Black  Snonl 

HJ 

l:& 

34 

Tam  worth 

Bond 

H 

43 

Bridgewater 

Peak 

H 

1.700 

4 

Bridgewater 

Burleigh 

H 

1,700 

3 

New  Hampton 

Campton 

H 

2.879 

Campton 

Cannon  (or 

Profile) 

G  H 

3.850 

39 

Fr^inconiii 

"Sfc 

C 

3,'.S6 

Ori.nKe 

llrescrew 

n 

3.060 

10 

Ori.ntte 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


"J 

11 

I! 


Dioiiized  3,  Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NAMH 

A1.TITUIJ8 

DtSTANCU            mCATlOM 

Cbtt 

G  H 

3.5" 

33 

Warren 

Carrigtiin 

G  H 

4.678 

37 

Uverniore 

Cliociirtm 

«  11 

3.M<» 

31 

Albiilly 

Cli.-mi.-nr!)  hill 

H 

1.300 

6 

Bridge  water 
Broolfi«ld 

Copple  Crown 

H 

33 

Cr«bT 
Crolched 

B 

i,'6oo 

9 

Hebron 

C 

a,oM 

41 

Frances  town 

Cube 

C 

i,9S7 

a? 

Orford 

VakU  Cliff 

II 

3.44« 

40 

I'm  n  colli  a 

KiHher 

c 

3.A70 

36 

Waterville 

riut 

B 

3.700 

17 

Sandwich 

J'lumc 

A 

4.340 

36 

Lincoln 

I'orlxM 

a.aoa 

8 

Orange 

C.reen  liilb 

H 

a,39o 

4G 

Conway 
Gilford 

OuuRtock 

C  A 

».3« 

18 

Guyot 

A 

4.589 

43 

Livermore 

H  A 

4.4*> 

37 

Israel 

H 

>,8So 

Sandwich 

KniimiiinKiu 

A 

3.774 

33 

Livermore 

KiiirsiirKC 

11 

3.943 

16 

Warner 

Kiiiiluill  bill 

B 

3,300 

S 

Groton 

Kiii(iiiiuii(Ulu<:) 

G  II  A 

4.370 

Ijifiiyette 

C 

5.»59 

39 

Lincoln 

H  G 

5.101 

39 

Pranconia 

l^vell 

C 

i487 

33 

Washington 
Springfield 

Melvin  Iiill 

C 

a.  134 

14 

C  A 

4,8iT 

31 

Benton 

Osceoln 

M  G 

4,400 

33 

Livermore 

C 

3,289 

53 

Peterboro 

I'mwnroiiDwny 

H 

4.10O 

3* 

Wnti-rvilk- 

l-HitKiw 

A 

3.»-tK 

33 

Alluuiy 

l-iiie 

II 

1,100 

5 

l-iiiniicU-lull 

11 

1,500 

S 

New  inuiipton 

I'lyniouUi 

II 

1,900 

I'lynionlh 

R^iill(ii.  pk.) 

C 

3,156 

9 

Wilinot 

C  H 

3,038 

•9 

Moultonboro 

Snnbonitoti 

H 

a.300 

Sanl>oruton 

j^andwich  Dome  (o 

T  Black)   H 

m 

35 

Sandwich 

Scar  Ridge  ' 

A 

33 

Livertnore 

Shaw 

C 

3.956 

34 

Smart's 

H 

3,500 

Lyme 

S<|m.m(M.,rKim) 

11 

i.ifii 

17 

Cunplon 

Slnmoii 

C   11 

3,707 

Kuniuey 

Kuiiapee 

C 

4.0^ 

36 

Newbury 

TecnniscU 

A 

17 

Waterville 

Tennpy  ilill 

B 

1.900 

9 

Hebron 

Twin  (s.pk.) 
Wade's  hni 

H  A 

4.913 

44 

Frauconia 

H 

1.650 

8 

Hebron 

Wasliiugton 

C  H 

6.393 

5' 

u  n  incorporated 

Welch 

H 

3.500 

36 

Thornton 

WhiUf.u-f 

C 

4.007 

30 

Albany 

u 

3t 

Albany 

d=,  Google 


CHAPTER  III 

THK    ABORIGINES    AND   Tllli    KIRST    WIIITK   MKN 
WHO  VISITED  THIS  SECTION 

"TU  good  to  muse  on  nations  passed  away 
Forever  from  tlie  land  we  call  our  own. 

—Easlburn. 

Previous  to  the  settlement  ol  New  Hampshire  by  the  Hiighsh 
the  Indians  roamed  at  will  over  every  portion  of  the  state. 
Their  homes  or  wigwams  were  chieRy  along  the  rivers  and 
on  the  shores  of  the  lakes.  The  Indians  were  not,  however,  so 
numerous  that  they  did  not  find  ample  ground  for  the  planting 
of  com,  pumpkins,  and  heaiis,  and  such  other  productii  of  the 
soil  as  they  cultivated,  in  close  proximity  to  the  fishing  afforded 
by  the  waters  of  the  slate. 

That  the  Indians  wirre  as  numerous  within  the  Hniils  of  the 
old  town  of  New  Chester  ns  iu  the  state  at  large  there  are  many 
reasons  to  believe.  Indian  arrow-heads,  spear-heads,  stone 
axes,  gouges,  pestles,  and  other  stoue  implements  and  weapons, 
have  been  found  on  the  shores  of  Kewfoimd  lake  and  on  the 
borders  of  Newfound,  Smith's,  and  Pemigewasset  rivers.  On 
the  east  side  of  the  last  named  stream,  near  the  old  Mases  Favor 
house,  is  an  Indian  burying-grouud.  Nnnterous  fircpltices  are 
still  found,  indicating  the  permanent  abiding  places  of  these 
people  at  least  for  one  winter.  These  fireplaces  are  shown  by 
stones  protruding  from  the  ground  in  a  circle  fonr  or  five  feet  in 
diameter.  The  accumulated  earth  being  removed  from  within 
this  circle,  Rat  rocks  are  invariably  found  on  which  are  ashes 
and  charcoal  made  by  the  tires  of  the  Indian  wigwam  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  The  author  has  opened 
several  of  these  fireplaces  in  this  vicinity,  always  near  some 
body  of  water,  and  gathered  charcoal  therefrom.  On  the  west 
shore  of  the  lake  he  discovered,  in  1901,  a  veritable  workshop, 
where,  perhaps  for  many  years,  Indian  squaws  made  stone  and 
flint  arrow-heads  and  other  implements.  Here  within  a  space 
of  one  square  rod  he  found  several  hundred  flint  chips  and 
imperfect  and  broken  arrow-heads,  evidently  spoiled  in  the 
making,  and  fragments  of  ]x)ttery.  All  these  things  attest  the 
large  number  of  Indians  that  once  made  their  homes  in  this 
vicinity. 
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TIm.'  lixliniis  of  New  Hninpsliirc  were  a  part  o(  the  great 
Algoiu|iiiii  race.  I'liose  in  tlie  interior  of  the  state  were  called 
Nipniiicks,  iiteaniii^  fresh  water  Indians,  in  distinction  from 
tliose  who  lived  on  the  seacoast.  The  Nipmucks  were  divided 
into  numerous  tribes  that  took  their  names  from  the  locality  in 
which  they  lived.  Thus  the  Indians  of  the  Pemigewasset  valley 
were  called  the  Pemigewassets ;  other  tribes  were  called  the 
Pennacooks,  the  Atnoskeags,  the  Nashuas,  the  Squainscotts,  the 
Ossipees,  the  Winnepissaukies,  and  the  Winnecowetts.  The 
early  settlers  regarded  all  the  Indians  of  New  Hampshire  as  the 
Pemiacooks.  Chandler  K.  Potter,  in  his  admirable  History  of 
Manchester,  accounts  for  this  from  the  fact  that  Passaconaway, 
the  chief  of  the  Pennacooks,  was  a  man  of  great  power  and 
virtually  held  all  the  tribes  of  the  state  under  his  sway.  Passa- 
conaway was  at  the  height  of  Uis  power  when  New  England  was 
first  settled,  and  the  tribes  from  the  northern  part  of  Massachu- 
setts to  the  source  of  the  Connecticut  river  were  completely 
subservient  to  his  will.  It  was  Passaconaway  who  sold  to  Rev. 
John  Wheelright  the  tract  of  land  extending  from  the  Piscataqua 
river  to  the  Merrimack,  and  from  the  Massachusetts  line  thirty 
miles  north.  This  deed  was  signed  May  17,  1629,  by  him  and 
three  chiels  of  his  subordinate  tribes.  Passaconaway 's  rule 
extended  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  shortly  prior 
to  1669.  "He  was  succeeded  by  Wonalaucet,  one  of  his  four  sons, 
who  continued  the  sway  of  his  father  till  1685.  Wonalaucet 
was  succeeded  by  Kaiicaniagus,  son  of  Nanauiucomuch  aud 
grandson  of  Pa.s.sacoiiawny. 

From  tile  time  of  the  earliest  settlements  on  the  coa.st,  wars 
between  the  white  men  and  the  Indians  were  frequent.  For 
wrongs  at  the  hands  of  the  white  men,  the  Indians  slaughtered 
men,  women,  and  children,  and  marked  their  paths  with  the 
blackened  ruinsof  the  homes  of  the  settlers.  In  turn  the  whites 
made  incursions  into  the  Indian  country  and,  with  torch  and 
bullet,  reducetl  their  numbers  and  drove  then)  from  the  homes 
and  the  lands  of  their  fathers. 

The  first  whites  to  visit  this  section  were,  doubtless,  the 
captives  of  Indians.  The  Pemigewasset  river  was  the  natural 
highway  for  the  Indians  in  their  intercourse  between  the  northern 
part  of  the  state  and  the  coast.  One  trail  extended  through 
the  Pranconia  Notch  to  Plymouth;  another  from  the  Cohos 
country  np  the  Olivcrian  and  down  Baker's  river  to  Plymouth, 
where  the  two  united.  From  tiiere  south  the  journey  was  made 
chielly  by  canoes  as  far  as  the  head  of  Fellows's  falls  in  Bristol, 
where  commenced  the  "long  carrying  place."  At  that  [wiiit 
Ixiats  were  taken  from  the  river  and  carried  to  the  foot  of  Bristol 
falls.  The  carry  did  not  lollow  the  long  bend  in  the  river 
between  these  points,  but  took  a  direct  course  from  the  head  of 
t)te   falls   to  the   Blake   brook,   east  of   White's  hill   in   New 
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Hampton,  tlience  down  tlie  valley  of  the  brook  to  its  nioiitli  nt 
the  Pemigewasset  river,  where  the  canoes  were  again  Iniinclied . 
This  carry  was  known  as  the  "long  carrying  place,"  becanse 
it  was  the  longest  on  the  river.  The  nristol  side  of  the  river, 
opposite  the  month  of  Itlnke's  hrook,  is  Ihe  scene  of  a  iince 
favorite  camping  place  lor  Ixith  the  whites  and  Indians.  I'rom 
thi.s  |K>int  south,  the  Indian  route  followed  the  river. 

Alter  settlements  had  been  made  in  Massachusetts  and  the 
southern  part  of  New  Hampshire,  many  a  war  party  passed 
southward  over  this  route,  wreaked  its  vengeance  upon  the 
whites,  and  returned  with  women  and  children,  and  sometimes 
men,  as  captives.  It  was  over  this  route  that  the  captors  of 
Hannali  Dustin  were  traveling  in  1697;  and,  hut  for  her  heroism 
in  despatching  her  caplnr.s  on  the  island  at  the  nimilli  of  Ihc 
Coutoocook  river,  she  would  donblless  have  passed  the  following 
night  at  the  foot  of  the  "long  carrying  place." 

During  Queen  Anne's  war,  1703-12,  Massachusetts  offered 
a  bounty  of  forty  pounds  for  each  Indian  scalp  secured.  This 
targe  bounty  stimulated  many  expeditions  against  the  Indians 
in  the  wilderness.  Col.  Tyug,  of  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  in  the 
winter  of  1703-4,  went  with  a  company  of  rangers  on  snowshoes 
to  the  "  headfinarlers  of  the  Indians  among  Ihc  monnlains  of  New 
Hampshire,"  securing  five  scalps.  Col.  Wiuthrop  lliluni,  with 
five  companies,  went  to  the  head  of  the  I'euiigewassct  valley; 
after  him  went  Capt.  Wright,  Col.  Walton,  and  many  others. 
One  party  surprised  and  killed  eight  Indians  without  the  loss  of 
a  man.  It  is  probable  that  several  of  these  expeditions  passed 
over  Bristol  soil  and  encamped  at  the  foot  of  the  "long  carrying 
place." 

The  first  military  expedition,  of  which  we  have  positive 
knowledge  as  having  prcs.sed  Itristol  soil,  was  that  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Baker.  In  1709,  Capt.  Baker,  as  a  captive,  had  passed 
up  the  Connecticut  river  from  his  home  in  Northampton,  Mass., 
to  Canada.  After  his  liberation  he  organized,  in  1712,  a 
company  for  operations  against  the  Indians.  With  thirty-four  men 
and  a  friendly  Indian  as  guide  he  scouted  up  the  Connecticut 
as  far  as  Haverhill.  Thence  he  proceeded  np  the  Oliverian 
brook  and  down  the  Asqnnmchumauke,  now  called  Baker's 
river,  to  Plymontli.  Al  the  month  of  the  Ui.st  named  .stream 
he  discovered  an  Indian  encampment,  and  innnediately  made 
an  attack.  Many  of  the  Indians  were  killed,  and  the  survivors 
dispersed.  Capt.  Baker's  party  then  searched  for  plunder,  and 
found  a  large  quantity  of  beaver  skins  in  holes  which  the  Indians 
had  made  in  a  bank.  Each  man  took  as  many  of  these  as  he 
could  carry,  and  the  party  at  once  commenced  a  march  home- 
ward down  the  valley  of  the  Pemigewasset.  While  this  was 
going  on  the  Indians  were  calling  in  their  hunters  and  preparing 
for  pursuit.     When  Capt.  Baker  had  reached  a  "poplar  plain," 
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just  south  of  where  now  stand  the  farinliouses  on  the  Walter  R. 
Webster  farm  in  Uridgewater,  the  Indians,  under  the  leadership 
of  Wateruoniee,  chief  of  the  remiRcwassets,  overlook  him,  and 
a  fight  promptly  ensued.  It  is  said  that  Capt.  Baker  and  the 
chief  each  fired  at  the  other  at  the  same  moment.  The  bullet 
from  Waternomee's  musket  grazed  the  cheek  of  Capt.  Baker  as 
the  Indian  chief  fell  dead.  The  Indians  were  repulsed,  but, 
fearing  a  renewal  of  the  conflict  with  still  larger  numbers,  Capt. 
Baker  and  his  men  made  a  forced  march  down  the  stream  till 
they  reached  the  foot  of  the  "long  carrying  place."  Having 
crossed  the  Pemigewasset,  they  rested  on  Bristol  soil,  the  men 
declaring  they  could  go  no  farther.  Here  the  sagacity  of  the 
Indian  guide  was  seen.  He  directed  that  every  man  make 
several  fires  and  that  each  use  two  or  three  forked  sticks  in 
broiling  his  pork,  and  leave  them  beside  the  fires,  as  the  Indians 
would  count  the  sticks  to  ascertain  the  number  in  the  party. 
This  was  dune,  and  the  Indians,  concluding  the  party  too  large 
for  them  to  attack,  gave  up  the  pursuit.  For  their  services  in 
this  expedition,  Capt.  Baker  and  his  men  were  rewarded  by  the 
Massachusetts  legislature. 

This  Indian  chief,  Wateniomee,  was  first  mentioned  in 
English  history  in  connection  with  the  massacre  at  Audover, 
Mass.,  in  1689,  when  five  persons  were  killed.  He  was  present 
with  thirty  or  forty  of  the  Pemigewassets,  and  saved  the  lives  of 
a  family  who  were  his  friends.  He  was  al-so  present  the  same 
year  at  the  Icarltil  .slnuglilcr  nl  Cochcco,  when  fifty-lwo  persons 
were  killed  or  captured  and  six  houses  destroyed  ;  but  the  part 
he  took  in  this  massacre  is  not  known.  He  was  an  active  par- 
ticipant in  the  scenes  of  (^ueen  Anne's  war. 

In  1724,  Capt.  John  Lovewell  was  authorized  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts legislature  to  raise  a  company  of  men  to  "range  and 
keep  out  in  the  woods  in  order  to  kill  and  destroy  the  enemy 
Indians."  He  was  to  receive  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  pounds 
lor  each  scalp  secured.  With  thirty  men,  he  went  up  tlie  Pemi- 
gcwns.sct  valley.  In  Camptoii  tliey  siiqiriscd  a  man  and  a  lx>y 
in  a  wigwam.  They  killed  the  man  and  took  his  scalp,  but 
carried  the  boy  to  Boston  as  a  captive.  In  January,  1725,  Capt. 
Lovewell  marched  over  the  same  ground  again  with  a  larger 
party.  At  the  mouth  of  Sqnam  river  they  tnrned  aside  to 
"Casunipe  pond,"  where  they  killed  a  black  moose.  Here,  too, 
they  struck  the  trail  of  a  party  of  ten  Indians.  They  hastily 
pnrsuc4l  and  ovcrtuuk  the  savages,  whom  they  found  sleeping  at 
night  in  a  camp  near  a  frozen  |>oud  in  wiiat  is  now  Wakefield. 
They  killed  every  man,  took  their  scalps,  stretched  theui  on 
)>oles  and  carried  them  in  triumph  to  Bastoii,  and  were  paid 
)B5,ooo  for  their  valor.  Capt.  Lovewell  met  his  death  only  a  few 
months  later  in  a  fight  with  the  savages  at  Fryeburg,  Me.,  when 
lie  and  twelve  o(  his  men  were  killed  and  twenty-two  wounded, 
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Capt.  Eleazer  Tyng  ascended  tlie  Merrimack  river  in  April, 
1725,  transporting  liis  provisions  by  canoes.  It  is  said  that  he 
"carried  by"  the  rapids  at  Franklin  and  "toted"  round  the 
"Sawhegenit  falls,"  as  he  called  the  falls  at  Itristol,  This 
would  indicate  that  he  "toted"  over  the  "long  carrying  place," 
Farther  up  the  stream  he  sent  a  scout  up  the  "Sowheig"  river 
to  its  source  in  the  "Casunipe"  pond.  He  went  as  far  as 
North  Woodstock,  but  found  no  Indians,  The  same  season 
Capt.  Samuel  Willard  scouted  through  this  section  to  the 
"source  of  the  Merrimack  in  the  great  Pemigewasset  woods." 

In  1725,  Capt,  John  White  visited  Bristol  territory.  He 
started  Apr.  5,  from  his  home  in  Lancaster,  Mass.,  for  a  scout 
in  the  North  conntry.     The  following  is  his  Jonrnal  complete: 

CAPT.  wnnrs's  jouRNAt,  uay,  1735 
A  tmelnrrDal  of  my  travels  began  the 

Stb  of  April  1715  We  traveled  to  Groton  13  milds  and  there  atayed 
by  reaaon  of  foul  wetber 

6  day     We  travelled  to  duDBtable  '  and  there  lay  that  night 

7  day    we  lay  atil  bv  reason  of  fout  wether 

8  day  we  innstereo  and  went  over  tbc  river  to  tbc  bouse  of  John 
Tulnra  iiliont  3  niililH 

9  day  we  marched  up  Hit:  river  iibout  8  iiiilds  mid  Ibeii  ciiiiint  one  of 
our  men  beiiiR  tukcn  vciy  sick  fnr  he  eoiild  travel  no  further  his  naiiic- 
wiisTlioiMuH  Kiinnoii  iiml  ilni-liir  JoHqili  WliL'Iciinib  tbiit  nlKhl  scl  his  fill 
iuto  a  ketcl  of  blliiig  brolb  that  ao  be  could  truvcl  no  furtliirr 

10  day  was  foul  wether  &  we  sent  2  men  into  duustable  with  the 
sick  and  latne  men  and  returned  that  night  to  ns  again 

11  day  we  travelled  about  13  milds  &  then  Campt,  about  3  wilds 
above  Amnskeaft  falls.  * 

13  day  we  travelled  11  milds  and  then  Campt  at  the  mouth  of  Pene- 
took  river • 

13  day  we  travelled  7  milds  and  then  Campt  at  theirisb  fort  in  Pene- 
kook  Butrevala,'  that  day  it  rayned  very  hard  alt  day 

14  day  we  travt^lled  lo  mildi  and  then  crotit  Meremock  River  above 
the  mouth  of  Cantockock  river  and  then  Cnnipt 

ij  day  we  traveled  8  milds  north  west  from  Contockock  to  a  little 
streamc  that  runs  into  Meremock  River  about  3  milds  westward  from 
Meremock  and  then  Campt  and  sent  out  Skouts 

i6day  we  travelled  13  milds  and  came  to  a  pond  which  was  very 
longaad  we  turned  to  the  Kostsid  of  it  and  then  Campt  and  sent  out  skouta 
That  day  we  lay  about  8  milds  westwatd  of  the  mouth  of  Wlnepisseocket 

77  day  it  rained  very  hard  the  fore  part  of  the  day  and  a  little  before 
night  it  cleared  up  and  scut  skouts  but  found  nothing. 

18  day  we  travelled  14  niilds  uiid  Ihut  diiy  we  crost  two  great 
streams  *  that  runs  into  Meremock  one  of  them  comes  out  of  a  great 
pond  *  which  some  indens  say  it  is  3  days  journey  round  It  The  land  is 
very  full  of  great  hils  and  monntains  and  very  rocky  Abundance  of 
spma  and  hemlock  and  far  and  some  brch  and  uiapols  and  we  Campt ' 

'  Nashua. 

'  Scouts  Bpeak  of  a  cold  spring  three  miles  above  Ainoakeng  falls 
where  tbtn*  were  accuatomed  to  catiip.  'Suiicook  river.         '  Concord. 

'Smith's  and  Newfound  rivers.  'Newfound  lake. 

'  This  party  crossed  NcwfouiKl  river  and  followed  the  west  bank  of 
the  I'eiiiigewiisact. 
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19  liny  wc  truvelkd  ti  milda  and  tlieu  Cuiupt  at  the  lower  ead  of 
peiuichewaset  lower  entrevala  aud  eeut  out  skouts 

ao  day  we  lay  itil  by  reasou  of  foul  wether  and  towatda  nit  it  cleared 
up  and  wc  sent  out  skouts  and  we  found  where  Cornel  Tyiig  crost  the 
Mercuiock 

ai  day     we  travelled  iz  milds  np  pemichewashet  River'  and  found 
old   iins  of  Indana  and  we  sent  out  skouts  that  night  and  fonnd  one  . 
new  track '  and  we  lay  that  night  bj^  the  river  and  made  new  Camps.     The 
land  that  lyes  by  this  river  is  verj  rich  and  good.     The  uplands  were  full 
of  hills  and  mountains     very  bad  travelling 

31  day  we  traveled  a  inilds  and  then  seut  out  skouts  over  the  river 
and  up  a  stream  >  that  runs  itito  the  river  but  found  nothen 

33  diiy  we  traveled  up  tlic  river  about  14  uiilda  aud  that  day  we  crost 
3  stremes'  that  rune  into  the  river  this  river  comes  steaply  from  the 
uorth  west  and  then  we  cnmpt 

14  day  we  traveled  10  milds  westward  and  that  day  we  found  old 
signs  of  Indens  *  where  tbey  had  been  this  Spring  aud  iu  the  Winter  and 
seut  out  skouts  but  cold  find  no  ludens.  This  day  Sam"  moosman 
BCtideiitly  kild  htmaelf  with  hia  own  gun  * 

as  day  it  mined  very  hard  and  we  lay  still  that  day  till  a  most  night  it 
clcnri'il  up  and  wo  sent  out  skouls  but  found  northiii 

a6  day  we  traveled  18  milds  aud  came  upon  Conetecut  river  one  of 
our  men  was  taken  vere  sick  that  night  we  campt  by  the  river 

17  day  wc  traveled  down  the  river  and  found  a  bark  cannow  which 
was  a  great  Sarvice  to  our  sick  man  aud  to  us  that  day  We  traveled 
atxiut  18  milds  and  then  Campt 

38  day  we  traveled  19  milds  and  then  campt.  This  river  runs  cheafly 
upon  a  south  westerly  pint,  this  day  we  crost  serval  litel  streams  that 
runs  Into  Coneticut  river 

19  day    we  traveled  ao  milds  and  then  Campt 

3odny  we  traveled  17  milds  and  croat  one  litel  river'  below  the 
gn.'iit  falls '  iiud  then  Ctinipt 

Miiy  the  lirst.  we  tnivcletl  24  uiilds  and  came  to  the  fort  above 
Northlield  and  there  lay  all  night 

a  dav  we  traveled  10  milda  and  came  to  Northfield  and  there  staid 
that  night 

3  day  we  lay  still  it  lookt  very  likely  for  foul  wether  and  we  lay 
there  that  uight 

4  day  we  set  out  for  Lancaster  across  the  woods  and  traveled  about 
13  milds  and  then  Campt 

5  day    we  traveled  15  milds  and  then  campt 

6  day  we  traveled  14  luilda  nud  came  into  I^ancaater  About  4  o'clock 
This  dny  it  ruined  very  linrd  nil  day 

Capt.  John  GoUe,  of  Aiiioskeag,  was  a  great  Indian  hunter. 
In  January,  1746,  with  a  company  of  men  he  scouted  for  Indians 
and  passed  several  mouths  in  the  woods  of  the  Pemigewasset 
valley  and  adjacent  territory.     In  May  of  the  same  year,  after 

'Now  called  linker  river;  other  names  of  this  river  given  by  early 
trjtvclers  were  "TUi;  west  lininch  of  the  Morriiiiack  river,"  "  Rcniithc- 
vtunvt,"  "  rcmogvwnsot  west  branch  "  "  Hastings  Hrook,"  aud  "  Aaquam- 
clittninuke." 

"rhin  was  In  Kuniney.  >Stiuson  Brook. 

*Ilall  Itrouk,  South  Branch  and  Pond  Brook. 

'  III  Warren  or  the  uorth  part  of  Wentworth. 

*The   place  of  the   accident   must   have   been   in   Warren,   for   the 

wvCBt  i»"e  "f  t'""^  'f*"'  '^  '*"*  "'"*'  ^ ''""  ' ""  " """'  ~ — 

'  Cold  river. 
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two  men  had  been  killed  at  Contoocook,  he  started  with  fifty 
men  "to  visit  the  Pemagewasset,  Winipesseokee  and  the  Great 
Camping  Places  in  the  adjacent  Country,"  The  next  April  the 
Indians  carried  off  seven  persons  from  Hopkinton;  and  again 
Capt.  Goffe  was  off  at  the  head  of  a  party  for  tlie  woods  of  the 
north  country,  hoping  to  intercept  the  savages. 

The  large  returns  from  hunting  nnd  trapping  iiuhiccd  many 
of  the  young  nieti  iii  the  spring  of  the  year  to  visit  localities  far 
from  the  settlements,  notwithstanding  the  great  danger  from 
Indians.  In  the  spring  of  1752,  John  Stark,  afterward  general; 
his  brother,  William,  from  Derrytown,  now  Manchester;  Amos 
Kastman,  of  Penacook;  and  David  Stinson,  of  Londonderry, 
were  hunting  in  Rumney.  They  had  collected  furs  to  the  value 
of  five  hundred  and  filty  pounds,  when  lliey  discovered  Hint 
Indians  were  near,  and  at  once  commenced  to  take  up  their 
traps.  While  thus  engaged  the  Indians  killed  Stinson.  John 
Stark  and  Eastman  were  carried  captives  to  Canada,  and  William 
Stark  escaped  by  flight  to  Boscawen.  A  party  from  Boscawen 
at  once  proceeded  to  Rumney,  where  the  body  of  Stinson  was 
found,  stripped,  and  scalped.  John  Stark  and  Eastman  returned 
a  few  months  later,  giving  a  glowing  account  of  the  country  they 
had  seen  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  state. 

In  1751  and  '52,  steps  were  Inken  looking  lo  the  sctllcment 
of  what  is  now  Haverhill  and  the  west  bank  of  the  Connecticut, 
opposite.  The  plan  was  to  establish  here  two  strong  forts  and  to 
enlist  for  each,  200  men  who  should  become  settlers  as  well  as 
soldiers,  and  thus  prevent  the  incursions  of  the  Indians  from  the 
north  by  this  route.  Two  roadswere  to  be  opened  from  the  sontli, 
one  along  the  Connecticut  river  and  the  other  up  the  valley  of 
the  Merrimack.  A  committee  lo  survey  the  last  name<l  route 
consisted  of  Zaccbens  Lovewell,  of  Dnnstahle,  Mnj.  John  ToKord 
of  Chester,  and  Caleb  I'age,  of  Starklowii.  Tlicy  had  a  parly  of 
sixteen  men.  Half  of  these  carried  muskets;  the  other  hall 
were  ax  men,  cooks,  and  common  laborers.  Each  man  was 
provided  with  snowshoes,  and  a  blanket,  and  provisions  were 
taken  for  twenty-five  days.  It  was  decided  to  "pursue  the 
track  of  the  Indians  as  they  come  down  the  great  valley  to 
Baker's  river  and  the  Peraigewasset  and  returii  again  with  their 
prisoners."  The  party  left  Concord  March  10,  1753.  John 
Stark,  who  had  passed  through  this  country  the  year  before  as 
a  prisoner,  was  guide.  The  snow  was  then  three  feet  deep,  but 
they  pressed  on  undaunted.  The  cooks  and  assistants  pressed 
forward  in  the  morning  to  the  next  night's  camping  ground, 
prepared  camp  and  had  fires  and  food  ready  for  the  surveying 
party  when  it  had  completed  its  day's  work.  This  party,  like 
many  of  the  others  named,  evidently  passed  through  Bristol. 
When  they  reached  what  is  now  Wentworth  they  killed  a  moose. 
In  fifteen   days  they   bla/e<l   a  path  to  the  Coos  meadows  at 
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Hnvcrliill.  Tlicy  occupied  six  days  in  rettiniiug;  and  tlie  party 
was  disbanded  at  Ainoskeag  March  31. 

Tliis  committee  reported  Diat  they  had  "been  upon  the 
spot  and  searclied  out  a  convenient  way  where  a  road  might  be 
cut  &  Bridged  without  any  uncommon  charge  or  Difficulty, 
commencing  at  the  Crotch  of  Merrimack  river,  where  the  rivers 
of  Peniidgewasset  &  Winnipiseocce  meet  &  Ending  about  Ten 
miles  below  the  head  of  S'd  Tract  of  Land,  called  Coios." 
One  account  says  that  this  party  went  up  the  west  side  of  the 
IVmincwassct,  nv»idiTiR  the  "long  carrying  place";  and  if  so 
they  must  have  passed  through  what  is  now  liristol  village. 

The  TndiaiLs  had  divined  the  purpose  of  the  white  men  to 
occupy  the  Coos  country;  and  a  delegation  appeared  at  Charles- 
town  and  threatened  war  so  loudly  that  the  project  was  abandoned. 
No  settlement,  therefore,  was  made  at  Haverhill  till  the  power 
of  the  French  and  Indians  was  destroyed  by  the  conquest  of 
Canada  in  1760,  and  forts  were  no  longer  needed  at  this  point. 

The  Major  Tolford,  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  committee,  was 
one  ol  the  men  who  were  the  following  fall  granted  the  large 
tract  of  land  along  the  Pemigewasset  called  New  Chester.  He 
was  one  of  the  largest  stockholders,  owning  sixteen  lots.  What 
he  saw  on  this  trip  probably  influenced  him  in  investing  in  this 
territory;  and  it  is  very  probable  that  his  flattering  report  of  the 
fine  land  here  had  a  large  influence  in  causing  the  tide  of 
emigration  from  Chester  and  Sandown  to  this  region,  which 
occurred  later. 

The  next  season  another  expedition  was  sent  to  explore  the 
northern  country.  Capt.  Peter  Powers,  of  HoUis,  and  I^ieut. 
James  Stevens  and  lin.sign  Kphraim  Hale,  of  Towiuiend,  Mass., 
were  the  ofHcers.  They  rendezvoused  at  Concord  and  started 
north  Saturday,  June  15,  1754.  The  following  extracts  are 
from  Capt.  Powers'  journal : 

Sndirdny,  June  15,  Tliin  Any  left  Riiiiiforil  niid  iiinrclicd  to  Contoo- 
riMil:.  which  in  iilioiil  uiglit  niik-x,  11111I  Ihtu  Inrruil  nil  iiii;lil. 

SiiiKliiy,  JiiiK' 16.  riiifl  iliiy  liirm'il  iit  CuiUoocouk,  mid  went  to 
im.i.-tiiii;,  mill  tnrrii-d  ull  lliin  iii(;lit. 

Monday.  June  17,  Tliin  luoruiug  weather  fnir,  and  we  fixed  onr  packs 
and  went  ond  put  them  ou  board  our  canoes,  about  nine  of  the  clock,  and 
some  of  the  men  went  in  the  canoes  aud  the  rest  on  the  shore.  And  no 
we  marched  up  the  river  Merriuiock  to  the  crotch,  or  porting  thereof: 
and  then  up  Ihe  Peuiigewnssct  about  one  mile,  and  camped  above  the 
carry! nft-ploce,  which  carrying-place  is  about  one  hundred  rods  long; 
and  the  whole  of  this  day's  nmrch  is  Ihirtctn  niiles. 

Tuewliiy,  June  18.  This  day  iiturched  «]>  the  Peuiigewasict  river, 
about  eight  miles  to  Smith's  river,  aud  then  cost  one  hundred  rods,  and 
then  north  two  hundred  nnd  twenty  rods,  to  the  long  cnrryiug-place  on 
I'cuiigewiissct  river  and  then  camped. 

Wednesday,  June  19.  We  nmrcbed  on  our  journey  and  carried  across 
the  "  long  carryiug-place  "  on  Pemigewosset  river  two  miles  north  east, 
which  land  hath  a  good  soil,  beech  and  maple,  with  a  good  quantity  of 
large  masts.    Froin  the  place  where  we  put  in  the  canoes  we  steered 
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east,  north-eaat,  up  the  river  about  one  mile,  and  then  we  steered  north- 
east  one  mile,  ana  north  six  miles  up  the  Sawhegenet  foils,  where  we 
carried  by  about  four  rods;  and  from  the  falls  we  steered  about  north- 
east to  Pemigewasset  iuterral  two  miles,  and  from  the  beginning  of  the 
interval  we  made  good  our  course  north  four  miles,  and  there  cniiipeil  on 
a  narrow  point  ol  land.  The  last  four  miles  tlie  river  was  oxtreiiioly 
crooked. 

Thursday,  June  so.  We  steered  our  conrae  one  turn  with  another, 
which  were  great  turns,  west,  north-west,  about  two  niik-it  atnl  ii  hiilf  to 
the  crotch  or  parting  of  the  Pemigewasaet  river,  at  Baker's  river  mouth ; 
thence  from  the  mouth  of  Daker's  river  up  said  river  north-west  by 
west,  six  miles.  This  river  is  extraordinary  crooked,  and  good  interval. 
Thence  up  the  river  about  two  miles  north-west,  aud  there  we  shot  a 
moose,  and  the  sun  about  a  half  an  hour  high,  and  there  camped. 

This  party  went  as  far  as  Daltoii.  The  captain  and  two 
men  penetrated  the  woods  as  lar  as  Northumbcrlaiid.  They 
returned  the  latter  part  of  July,  but  alter  reaching  Haverhill, 
July  6,  Capt.  Powers  records  nothing  in  his  journal  concerning 
the  return  march. 

Previous  to  1750,  the  Indians  withdrew  from  the  valley  of  the 
Pemigewasset  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Connecticut  or  the  still 
more  distant  woods  of  Canada,  and  returned  only  when  on  the 
warpath  or  to  revisit  the  homes  and  graves  of  their  fathers. 
Probably  the  last  war  parties  passed  through  this  section  in  1 754, 
when  an  attack  was  made  on  SIcvcilsIowii,  now  Ihu  tower  |iiirt 
of  Franklin,  in  May,  wliou  a  family  of  seven  persutis  was  cap- 
tured, and  again  in  August  when  several  were  slain.  Two 
years  later,  two  men,  Ezekiel  Flanders  and  Kdward  Smery,  of 
Boscawen,  while  hunting  and  trapping  in  Hebron,  were  both 
killed  by  Indians.  One  was  shot  while  skinning  a  beaver,  and 
the  other,  as  was  told  by  the  Indians  afterwards,  was  killed 
while  carrying  a  beaver  into  camp. 

Among  the  early  hunters  within  the  limits  of  Dristol  was  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Fowler.  His  camp  was  situated  near  the 
mouth  of  Fowler's  river,  which  streani  look  its  name  from  him.' 
He  spent  several  winters  in  his  camp  and  met  with  great 
success.  Suddenly  he  disappeared,  and  whether  he  was  killed 
by  Indians,  as  many  supposed,  was  never  positively  known. 
No  furs  were  found  in  his  camp,  but  a  rusty  gun-barrel  was 
found  on  Sugar  t,oaf  mountain  many  years  afterwards  which  was 
presumed  to  Ijclong  to  this  early  hunter, 

In  1762,  three  men.  Col.  Howard,  Jcs.se  llarriman,  and 
Simeon  Stevens,  of  Salisbury,  thought  they  could  go  to  ilaver- 
hill  by  a  more  direct  route  than  by  the  way  01  Plymouth.  They, 
accordingly,  with  an  old  hunter  to  guide  them,  left  "the  long 
carrying  place"  to  their  right  and  went   "west  ol   Newfound 

'  Maj.  John  Tolford  and  Unsign  William  Tolford,  who  survi;yt-d  the 
township  later,  sought  to  perpetuate  their  names  by  naming  this  stream 
Tolford's  river,  and  this  iiume  ai>p(:urs  on  the  map  of  the  town  mad  l- by 
theni.     The  effort  was  not  sncccssful  and  its  earlier  name  still  survives. 
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pond,"  followetl  up  the  tiorthwesteru  branch  of  Baker's  river 
into  Coventry,  now  Benton,  and  thence  down  the  Oliverian  to 
the  Connecticut,  making  the  trip  in  four  days. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  New  Chester,  held  at 
Chester,  Jan.  21,  1760,  a  committee  was  elected  whose  duty 
it  was  to  prosecute  "to  final  judgment  and  execution"  all  per- 
sons found  guilty  of  "cutting,  hauling,  and  destroying  timber" 
in  the  new  township.  Prom  this  it  would  appear  tliat  timber 
thieves  had  preceded  actual  settlers. 
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THE  PROPRIETARY  HISTORY 


The  territory  of  New  Chester  was  a  part  of  that  immense 
tract  of  land  in  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  granted  to 
John  Mason,  Nov.  7,  1639.  John  Mason  was  a  merchant  in 
London  and  later  governor  of  Newfoundliind.  The  Cniiticil  of 
Plymouth,  created  hy  James  III,  in  1620,  which  had  coiilrol  of 
all  the  lands  in  New  England,  made  a  grant  to  Mason,  in  the 
year  named,  of  all  the  lands  "From  the  Piscataqna  river  and  np 
the  same  to  the  furthest  head  thereof,  and  from  theuce  north- 
westwardly till  sixty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  are 
finished ;  also  through  Merrimack  river  to  the  furthest  head 
thereof  and  so  forward  up  into  the  land  westward  until  sixty 
miles  are  finished  and  from  thence  to  cross  overland  lo  the  end 
of  sixty  miles  accounted  from  the  mouth  of  the  Piscataqna  river." 

After  the  death  of  Mason,  in  1635,  this  patent  was  neglected. 
The  land  was  claimed  by  Massachnsetts,  which  granted  several 
towns  within  the  limits  of  Mason's  patent.  Six  months  previous 
to  this  grant,  Rev.  Peter  Wheelright  purchased  of  the  Indians  a 
large  section  of  the  same  territory  and  tlie  ownership  of  this  land 
was  in  controversy  for  more  than  one  hundred  years. 

Finally,  John  Tufton  Mason,  a  Boston  merchant  and  an 
heir  sixth  in  descent  from  John  Mason,  succeedetl  in  having  his 
title  confirmed.  After  he  came  into  possession,  he  sold  to  Massa- 
chnsetts that  portion  of  his  claim  lying  within  the  limits  of  thai 
state.  The  state  of  New  Hampshire  negotiated  for  the  purchase 
of  the  large  portion  within  its  limits,  but  Mason,  discouraged  at 
delays,  in  1746,  sold  his  entire  interest  within  the  state  to  a  syn- 
dicate that  became  known  as  the  Masoiiian  proprietors.  This 
syndicate  was  at  first  composed  of  twelve  men  and  the  stock  was 
divided  into  fifteen  shares;  v\x.,  Theophilus  Atkiii.soii,  three 
shares;  Mark  llunkiugs  Wenlworlh,  two  shares;  Richard 
Hibird,  John  Wentworth,  John  Moffat,  Samuel  Moore,  Jotham 
Odionie,  George  Jaffrey,  Joshua  Pierce,  Nathaniel  Meserve  of 
Portsmouth,  Thomas  Wallingford  of  Somersworth  and  Thomas 
Packard,  each  one  share.  Subsequently,  John  Rindge,  Col. 
Joseph  Blanchard,  Daniel  Pierce,  John  Tnfton  Mason.  John 
Tomlinson,  Matthew  Livemiore,  William  Park,  Samuel  Solley, 
and  Clement  March  l>ecame  interested  by  purchase. 

Col.  Blanchard  became  the  business  agent  of  the  company, 
and  under  his  wise  and  able  management  many  lown  rights  were 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE   PROPRIETARY   HISTORY  39 

snW.  Col.  Itlaitclinrd  wan  ti  shrewd  business  man  and  a  man  of 
great  force  of  character.  He  commanded  tlie  New  Hampshire 
regiment  in  the  campaign  against  Crown  Point,  in  1755,  and 
gained  enduring  fame  in  conflicts  with  the  Indians  at  Fort 
Edwards  and  Lake  George. 

Tile  storm  of  indignation  that  swept  over  the  state  at  Mason's 
success  and  subsequent  sale  was  allayed  by  the  wise  course 
pursued  by  the  purchasers  in  promptly  quitclaiming  all  their 
interests  in  the  towns  that  had  been  granted  by  M a.s.sachu setts 
and  .'w.-tllcd. 

The  iKHindary  o(  the  Masoiilaii  grant  in  New  Hampshire  as 
finally  agreed  upon  was  a  curved  line  commencing  at  the 
Massachusetts  border  at  the  westerly  bound  of  Fitzwilliam, 
thence  to  the  westerly  bound  of  New  London  and  Alexandria 
and  the  northerly  bound  of  New  Chester  to  the  Pemigewasset 
river,  thence  cast  to  tlie  Maine  Hue,  and  thence  south  on  the 
line  tjctwccn  Maine  and  New  Hampsliire  to  the  sea, 

I"  i75.1>  ^  syndicate  of  fifty  men  of  Chester  and  vicinity 
purchased  of  the  Ma.sonian  proprietors  a  tract  ol  land  estimated 
to  contain  thirty  thousand  acres,  exclusive  of  ponds,  lying  west 
of  the  Pemigewasset  river  and  south  of  the  curved  line  at  this 
point.  This  tract  was  named  New  Chester,  because  many  of  the 
men  interested  were  residents  of  Chester,  and  the  purchasers 
became  known  as  the  New  Chester  proprietors.  The  deed  for 
this  township  was  given  Sept.  14,   1753,    and  read  as  follows: 

rrovitice  of  )  t'unmant  to  tlie  Powers  nnd  autliority  Granted  and 
New  I  In  11  ipnl  lire  t  Vested  In  me  the  SulxtcrJher  by  the  Proprietors  of 
jinidn  Viir<-1iiuii.il  of  J0I111  TiilHoti  MiiHoii  }'am['  iti  tlii:  Province  of  New 
llaiiiMliire  by  their  vote  ptissed  at  their  uieeliug  held  at  Portsiuonth  iu 
Said  Province  tlie  a?*  Day  of  August  A  D  1753— 

I  do  by  these  presents  on  the  lernis  and  Limitations  with  the  Reser- 
vatioUB  hereafter  expressed  give  and  grant  all  the  Right  Title  Property 
possession  Claim  &  Demand  of  tlie  Proprietors  aforesaid  iu  the  following 
proportions  unto  John  Tolford  four  SImres  John  Mi^Murphy  Esq'  Jnmcs 
MfPerson  Mntlliew  Thornton  Ki«|'  Ten  Shiires  Robert  Fletcher  Jnnies 
Moor  John  Aikln  John  Miiiiii  John  Tidfonl  inn'  Jirnu-s  Qnenloii  Hugh 
Tolfi.nl  M.irk  Karr  William  (iriiluiiii  JM-tAi  Sargent  jamai  W.ulwell  John 
]>urhatu,  Samuel  GauU,  Holiert  White,  Jusiali  Wlllard  Uiree  Shares,  John 
Mills  Jntnes   White  Timothy  Ingalls,  Henry  Herring,  Samuel  Moores, 
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.  _  ,  a  Shirln  Jun' John  Kelsey  Richard 
r  Mcelnre  Joshua  Tolford  Kteiiben  I'iTriir[;toii  one  SUnre 
IU  i-.-icn  |H-nu>n  iml  tuirlicnliirly  menlioneil  iilmve  their  projiorlion  altio  to 
Jeniniiih  Collnirn  three  Ri|!hlii  Samuel  Seiirle  three  Rights  Timotlty 
l''iivonr  one  Kiiflit  Roliert  Mi:Mur|>l)y  one  Right,  Nntlinnael  In^lln  ouc 
Kift'it  which  Tmct  or  Township  slinll  l>e  called  Hew  Chester  of  ni  aud  to 
ail  (lint  Tract  of  J-imd  I.ying  in  the  Province  aftoresaid  bouudetl  North 
ll'cfllerly  by  tlie  line  lately  Ran  &.  Marked  for  the  western  Bounds  of 
3fA50»i8  I'ntent  Easterly  by  Pcniigewassett  River  Southerly  by  a  Tract  of 
I  aii.1  Called  Kmerys  Town  and  So utli westerly  by  a  Tract  of  Land  Called 
'"^  ■      -         /.-.■■-.      .  r  of  Alexandria 
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aforesaid  in  the  patent  Hue  aforesaid  and  running  from  thence  by  Said 
Alexandria  South  eoatcrly  five  milea  and  a  quarter  more  or  less  to 
the  moat  Baateily  corner  of  Said  Alexandria  to  a  Hemlock  Tree  Marked. 
From  thence  the  line  Tuma  by  Said  Alexandria  South  Fifty  three  DeKree* 
West  eight  Milea  and  a  Quarter  more  or  less  to  a  neueli  1'ri.'c  iniirked  fnini 
thence  South  liiisterly  T>y  the  line  of  IleidddburK  So  nilli-iUine  inllc  In 
on  mm  Tree  to  the  Conii-r  of  wiiil  llei<l<k'llmr|;  and  from  Ihi-iire  Sonlli 
till  it  intersects  the  western  line  of  IttneryH  Town  iihuiil  huif  n  Mile  from 
tliencu  North  Seventy  three  l>e|{reeM  i{ast  liy  tuiiil  JvnieryH  line  to  I'euil- 
gewaaset  River  and  from  thence  Northerly  Bounding  by  I'emigewasaett 
River  including  all  the  islands  against  Said  Tract  till  it  Comes  to  where 
Uic  patent  Line  aforesaid  Crosses  said  River  &  From  thence  Running 
South  westerly  by  the  patent  I.ine  aforesaid  to  tlie  Ilound  first  mentioned 
which  Tract  Contains  by  estimation  exclusive  of  Ponds  Thirty  Thousand 
acres.  To  them  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  To  have  and  to  hold  on  the 
following  Terms  and  Conditions  with  the  Reserviidons  hiTc  in  iifler 
ICxpressed  (viz). 

That  the  Tract  of  T^nd  or  Township  aforesaid  be  Divided  into  Ninety 
three  Equal  Shares  Two  l,ota  at  the  Least  to  Each  Share  and  to  be 
Finished  and  Drawn  for  in  Some  public  and  Equitable  manner  at  or 
before  the  lost  Day  of  November  1754  That  Three  of  the  aforesaid  Shares 
be  granted  Free  of  Charge  one  for  the  first  Settled  Minister  one  for  the 
MiuiHtrey  and  one  for  the  schools  there  for  ever  one  Lot  in  each  of  the 
Said  Shares  to  be  first  Laid  out  and  I^ts  coupelled  to  tliem  so  as  not  to 
be  Drawn  tor  and  Two  I^ta  Containing  one  hundred  acres  Riicli  for  the 
incouragement  of  Building  Mills  to  he  Disposed  of  hy  the  Grantees  for 
that  use  That  Twenty  more  of  the  Said  Shares  be  reserved  to  and  for  the 
Grantors  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  Forever  iinil  aeqiiitted  from  all  Only 
and  Charge  untill  improved  liy  the  owners  or  Some  holding  under 
Respectively. 

That  the  owners  of  Forty  of  the  other  shares  (viz)  John  Tolford  three 
Shares  James  M^Farson  one  Matthew  Thornton  Rsq  one  James  Moore  one 
John  Mann  one  Hugh  Tolford  one  Mark  Kurr  one  Willium  Grahum  one 
Jacob  Sargent  one  John  Durham  one  Samuel  Gault  one  Robert  White  one 
Josial)  Willard  one  John  Mills  one  James  Wliite  one  Nathaniel  tngalls  one 
Henry  Herring  one  Samuel  Moorea  one  Samuel  Kmcrson  one  Thomas 
Wells  one  Tlionnui  Crnige  one  John  Gordon  one  Koliirt  Cruise  iine 
Orlando  Colby  one  Joseph  Cliirk  one  Ardudiald  Dunlap  three  Henry 
Hall  one  John  Hazelton  one  F.benezer  Deiirhorn  one  Jiimes  Shiria  one 
James  Shirla  Juu'  one  John  Kelsey  one  Richnrd  I'dirl  one  Ale\iinder 
McClure  one  Stephen  Farrington  one  John  Aifciu  oue— Make  Sittlement 
in  the  followiug  manner  (viz)  each  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  and 
Eight  months  from  the  Date  hereof  on  each  of  the  aforesaid  forty  shares 
have  three  acres  parcel  of  his  Right  Respectively  Cleared  Inclosed  and 
fitted  for  mowing  and  Tillage  and  a  house  built  of  a  Room  Sixteen  feet 
Squareat  the  least  lilted  for  Comfortable  Dwelling  in  and  some  person 
inliabitting  in  each  house  Respectively  and  Continue  Resident  and  inhab- 
itant there  for  seven  years  next  coming  hy  themselves  or  Stmie  other 
person  and  unnuutly  for  each  of  tlie  Said  Seven  years  Clear  Inclose  and 
fit  OB  aforesaid  one  acre  more 

That  Twenty  more  of  the  Grantees  (viz)  John  Tolford  one  John 
McMurphyEsq  one  Matthew  Thornton  Esq  five  Robert  Fletcher  one  John 
TolfoidJr  one  James  Queuton  one  James  Waddell  one  Joaiah  Willard  Two 
Timothy  Ingalls  one  John  Underhill  one  William  Tolford  one  Thomas 
Welts  oue  James  Shirla  one  Joshna  Tolford  one  Robert  M^Mnrphy  one — 
Make  Settlement  in  Manner  as  aforesaid  in  every  Kespeet  Saving  only 
that  they  he  allowed  one  year  longer  time  for  Doing  and  performing  the 
Several  and  Respective  parts  of  Duty  of  Sittlement  and  no  longer 

That  a  Convenient  Meeting  house  for  the  1'iiblick  worship  of  God  be 
built  on  S^  Tract  where  the  Grantees  shall  think  most  Convenient  within 
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Ten   years  from   tills   Dntc  and  Ten  Acrn  of  Land  Reserved  there  for 
Publick  use. 

That  the  l.ande  in  Said  Township  or  Tract  belonging  to  grantors  and 
f^mnteea  be  subject  to  have  nil  n(;ceasnry  hif;liways  I^nid  tlirough  them 
without  liny  allowance  or  {uiy  for  diimage  Thut  there  be  a  further  reser- 
vation to  and  for  the  grantors  out  of  Soid  Tract  of  Five  hundred  acres  to 
be  Laid  out  at  the  Charge  of  tile  Grantees  before  the  general  Diviaion  of 
Said  Tract  under  the  Direction  of  me  the  subscriber  or  such  otlier  person 
as  the  Grantors  as  aforesaid  Sliall  appoint  so  aa  not  to  Lye  in  the  place 
where  the  Meeting  House  Shall  nor  prcjtidice  the  Town  plat  nev  tlie 
Same  free  from  Duty  and  all  Charges  That  the  aforesaid  Grantees  their 
Ilcirs  or  ARHigiis  hy  11  Major  vole  in  Publick  Meeting  CnW  for  tliet  pnr- 
IHBw  |;ruiit  and  iiMLtw  in  Ittjui-t  pro|*ortioii  nuch  sum  or  ftunis  of  Money  as 
they  shall  think  necessary  from  tiinO  to  time  for  Carrying  forward  and 
Couipleating  the  aittlement  aforesaid  aud  every  of  the  grantees  exclusive 
of  the  three  Publick  Lots  who  shall  neglect  for  the  Space  of  Sixty  Dayw 
next  after  such  Aasessment  sliall  be  granted  and  made  to  pay  the  Same 
So  Much  of  Such  Delinquent  Right  or  Rights  Respectively  shall  and  may 
be  sold  as  will  pay  such  Tax  &  Taxes  and  all  Charges  arising  thereon  by 
a  Committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  grantees  for  that  purpose — and  in 
r:ise  nny  of  the  Omntees  Shiill  iitgit^ct  or  reC^ise  to  perforin  any  of  the 
articles  nforesnid  by  him  rttipt;ctively  to  be  Done  he  Shall  Forfeit  liis 
share  and  Right  in  said  Township  and  every  part  tlicreof  to  those  of 
the  grantees  or  their  assigns  who  Shall  have  Complied  with  the  condi- 
tions on  their  part  herein  expressed  and  it  sliall  aud  may  be  lawful  for 


them  or  any  person  by  their  authority  to  enter  into  aud  upon  the  rights 
Sliares  or  port  of  Such  Delinquent  owner  in  tlie  name  and  behalf  olth 
whole  of  the  grantees  or  tlieir  auigns  shall  have  complied  as  afor^aid  o: 


their  respective  parts  to  a  move  oust  &  expell  for  the  use  of  them  their 
heirs  &  ossifjiis  provided  they  settle  or  cause  to  be  Setlcd  each  Such  De- 
linquents Right  within  the  Term  of  one  year  nt  the  Furthest  from  the 
pi-nixl  thai  in  l>y  Ihin  Iiislrumint  ntipiilaleil  lo  be  done  as  the  Condition 
of  Ibis  (•mill  and  fnlly  Disrhiirge  8:  Comply  witli  the  whole  ]>uly  Such 
l>eliii(|iieiit  ought  to  have  done  within  one  yciir  from  Time  to  lime  after 
the  RentH-ctlve  jMjritNl  thereof. 

Ami  ill  ciise  tlie  f;raulet«  or  their  assigns  fulfdl  their  part  as  aforesaid 
Shall  neglect  fullilliiig  as  aforesaid  tlie  Duty  of  any  Delinquent  owner 
that  then  such  share  or  shares  RiKht  or  Rights  So  Delinquent  shall  Re- 
vert aud  lleloiig  to  the  Grantors  their  heirs  and  assigns  Free  from  Duty 
Sc  Charges  &  be  wholly  at  their  Disposal 

Further  that  the  Grantees  or  their  assigns  within  Thirty  Days  after 
the  Said  Tract  shall  be  Lotted  out  &  Drawn  for  shall  Return  a  Plan  of 
the  IjOU  Numlicrtil  and  Schedule  of  Such  niotiiicnt  &  nrnught  Certiried 
liy  Ihi'ir  Clerk  on  diitli  into  the  Grantors  Clerks  odicc 

Further  that  all  white  pine  Trees  fit  for  Moating  his  Majestys  Navy 
growing  on  Said  Tract  be  &  hereby  are  Granted  to  his  Majesty  his  heirs 
and  Successors  forever,  always  provided  there  Shall  be  no  indian  war 
within  any  of  the  times  limited  as  aforesaid  for  Doing  the  Duty  Condi- 
tioned in  this  Grant  and  iu  case  that  should  happen  the  Same  time  to  be 
allowed  after  Such  impediment  shall  be  removed  for  doing  tlie  respective 
Duty  aforesaid — To  all  whicli  I'remiaes  I  Joseph  Blanchard  agent  tor  and 
in  behalf  of  the  grantors  have  hereunto  set  iny  hand  and  Seal  this  four- 
tceiitli  Day  of  September  iu  the  Twenty  Seveiitli  year  of  his  Majesties 
Keign  A  D  1753 

Siglleil  Stiile.1  &         1  Joseph  Blanchard  (L.  S.) 

lleli*  in  presence  of  j 

James  Minot  Jun' 

^rah  Blanchard 

A  true  Copy  Recorded  June  J<1  1806 

Attest,  Errors  Excepted         Carr  Iluse  Proprietors  ClerV 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  record  of  what  appears  to 
have  been  the  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  after  the  deed  of 
the  township  was  passed : 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  Proprietors  of  a  Towiisliip  iidjoiiiiiiR  to  I'L-iiii);c- 
waaett  Granted  by  the  rroprictors  of  tlie  Riglit  of  Ciitit.  Jnlin  Miison  to 
Capt.  John  Tolfard  and  others  held  nt  Cheiiti;ryB  iiil>(t,iyo(  October  1753. 

Joseph  Dliinchiinl,  ]{Hq.  wns  Clionen  Mixk-mtor. 

Jiitiies  QiiL-iitoii  WHS  eliOHcn  proprioloni'  clerk  mill  wus  Sivorii. 

Capt  John  Tolford  was  chosen  Treasurer  for  this  Proprietry. 

Whercaa  in  and  by  the  Charter  of  this  Township  there  is  Granted 
Liberty  for  Twenty  Shares  to  be  Delayed  Settlement  for  one  year  after 
the  Term  Sett  for  Forty  to  be  Settled  there— Therefore  Voted  that  that 
Priviledge  Shall  be  Sold  at  this  Meeting  to  the  Highest  Bidder  and  the 
Money  Raised  by  S"*  Sale  to  be  Granted  and  Distributed  to  &  amongst 
the  first  I'orty  Solllers  in  the  following  Manner  (that  is  to  say)  thai  the 
first  Ten  Shares  tliat  Shall  rullil  the  Dnty  of  the  lirst  Term  and  actually 
Settle  there  shall  have  one  hundred  and  Twenty  pounds  old  teuor  '  part 
of  the  produce  of  the  sales  of  the  PKviledges  aforesaid  which  sale  is  made 
and  amounts  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  Eighty  Six  pounds  old  teuor 
to  he  paid  to  the  Treasurer  within  three  years  from  the  Date  of  the 
Charter  Security  to  be  given  for  the  payment  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  to 
bis  Acceptance  and  that  Eighty  pounds  old  Tenor  part  of  Scl  Money  to  be 
paid  to  the  next  Ten  that  Shall  in  like  Manner  be  CompHtil  with  cS:  that 
I'ifty  Six  poiinda  like  tenor  be  paid  to  the  nuxt  Ten  Su  fullilllng  and  that 
the  Temainder  of  the  S<<  Two  hundred  and  liighty  Six  pounds  be  paid  to 
the  Remainder  of  the  S^  forty  Settlers  always  provided  they  Settle  and 
Do  the  Duty  of  the  first  Term  williiu  the  Time  l.iinittLil  by  the  CharlLT 
and  notwithstanding  unytbiiig  in  this  vote  it  is  furthered  Conaiilcred  and 
Granted  that  if  Twenty  Shall  fulfill  and  Settle  as  aforesaid  within  one 
month  from  the  Time  the  first  Ten  Shall  Settle  a»  aforesaid  then  two  sums 
set  in  this  vote  Shall  be  Equally  Divided  amongst  them  and  in  like 
manner  for  the  third  and  forth  Tens  provided  they  are  Settled  within  one 
month  from  the  time  the  first  Ten  shall  be  Settled  but  on  failure  thereof 
to  be  Distributed  according  to  the  first  Stating  in  this  vote. 

Also  Voted  the  Said  Township  be  Divideil  and  lottctl  out  ncconling 
to  the  conditions  in  the  Charter  for  the  Same  and  within  the  lime  there 
limited  and  in  Case  the  Committee  Chosen  for  that  I'nrjiOHe  Shall  i>u 
KxnminatioH  fiinl  out  and  Judge  it  Convenient  to  biy  out  more  hits  (lian 
Two  to  each  Share  thai  Ihey  may  be  directed  to  do  it, 

Abo  Voted  that  Capt.  John  Tolford  Capt.  Thomas  Welts  &  Mr. 
William  Tolford  be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  fully  em- 
powered to  hire  all  the  necessary  assistance  for  doing  the  Same  and  that 
tbejr  Shall  be  paid  for  their  Reasonable  Charges  by  this  Proprietry  and 
that  in  case  either  of  the  aforesaid  Committee  Shall  at  any  time  be 
prevented  of  their  attendance  on  Said  Servis  that  then  Mr.  Elienezer 
DeartKirn  be  Chosen  and  appointed  to  Serve  in  his  Room  ami  in  case  of 
any  Impeilimcnt  that  two  of  the  above  mentioned  perKOUS  cannot  attend 
then  Mr.  Archibald  Dunlap  be  Impowered  to  Join  them  as  one  of  the 
Committee. 

No  more  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  proprietors  of 
New  Chester  are  found  until  those  dated  Jan.  24,  1 760,  when  a 
meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Maj,  John  Tolford,  iniiholder, 
in  Chester.     The  record  of  the  first  nicelinj:;  was  niarkeil  "  No. 
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i";  of  this  meeting,  "No.  9,"  so  it  would  seem  that  there 
were  seven  meetings  between  these  two  dates  of  which  no  records 
have  been  preserved,  and  nothing  can  now  be  gathered  as  to 
what  business  was  transacted.  At  tliis  meeting,  Maj.  John  ToIIord 
was  elected  moderator,  and  Maj,  ToUord,  Capt,  Thomas  Wells, 
and  Ensign  William  Tolford  were  made  a  committee  to  prosecute 
all  persons  found  trespassing  on  the  lands  of  the  proprietors, 
and  they  were  instructed  "to  bring  them  to  final  judgment  and 
execution."  It  was  also  voted  to  raise  teu  shillings  new  tenor 
on  each  right  for  current  cx|K;nseH. 

The  next  meeting  ol  which  we  have  any  kiiowlc<lge  was  held 
May  12,  1762,  at  Maj.  Tolford's,  in  Chester.  Whetlier  any 
work  had  been  done  previous  to  this  date  iu  surveying  the  lands 
of  New  Chester  is  uncertain,  but  at  this  meeting  the  committee 
elected  in  October,  1753,  Major  ToKord,  Capt,  Thomas  Wells, 
and  Ensign  William  Tolford,  were  reelected  to  lay  out  the  lands 
ol  New  Chester  into  lots.  They  were  to  liave  power  to  establish 
lines  and  bounds  and  to  hire  a  surveyor,  ax  men  and  chain  men 
to  do  the  work,  and  lo  have  five  pounds  old  tenor  per  day  for 
their  services.  For  this  purpose  a  tax  of  teu  pounds,  old  tenor, 
was  laid  on  each  right.  This  couimittee  reported  at  a  meeting 
held  at  the  house  of  John  Webster,  innholder,  in  Chester,  June 
18,  1765.  The  report  was  accepted  and  the  committee  was 
authorized  to  complete  the  work.  Eighteen  pounds,  old  tenor, 
was  voted  ou  each  right  to  pay  the  charges  already  incurred. 

The  following  is  llic  record  ol  the  drawing,  no  dale  being 
given : 
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'Matthew  Thornton  was  horn  in  Ireland  in  1714.  and  came  to  America 
when  a  boy.  He  practiced  medicine  In  Londonderry  and  was  surgeon  in 
the  famous  expedition  of  Sir  William  Pepperell  against  lyOnisburg.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  state  committee  of  safety  iti  1775,  and  was  president 
of  the  convention  in  May,  1775,  thot  declared  New  HiinipsliireafiovcreiKn 
state.  He  was  a  member  from  New  Hampshire  of  llie  Federal  Congress, 
1776  to  1778.  and  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declarattou  of  Independence. 
He  died  mt  Newburyport,  Mass.,  June  34,  1804,  aged  91.  His  portrait 
bangs  in  the  council  chamber  at  the  state-house. 
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Matthew  Thornton,  Esq' 
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JerL'Uiiah  Ijihbcy,  Prop"  Clerk 

The  500-acre  lot  reserved  by  the  Masoiiiaii  proprietors,  be- 
fore the  general  division,  was  located  in  the  extreme  south- 
western part  of  the  townsliip  and  was  called  the  "larni  of  500 
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acres."  This  land,  with  several  undrawn  lots  and  three  lots  in 
the  "Kyar  Sarge"  gore,  made  1,500  acres,  equal  to  100  acres  (or 
each  of  the  original  Masonian  shares.  The  following  is  from  the 
Masonian  proprietors'  record : 

In  the  Mimoiiiiin  progiriclorR  I'ivu  liuiidrLiI  iiCTi:  lols  l>Tiiwii  }ti;c'  14'>> 
1781  as  followH 

Toinliiiuuii  &  MoBOU  No.   1 

Mescrve  &  Co  "a 

Tlicodort:  AtkiuBoii  ■'      3 

Thomas  Packer  "      4 

John  Moffatt  "      s 
New  Cheater,  Oct  3<i  1806 

Cop7  examined  Cair  [Iiise  Propn  Clerk 

Division  of  IMh  in  New-CtieHter  uiril  three  lots  in  Kyiih  Siirge  to 
make  lifteeu  I^tu;  one  to  each  Kiglit 

The  Draft  of  the  Lots  to  the  15  PnrchaseTS  Hights,  viz< 

To  Richard  Wibird  Esq'  hot  No  55  3^  division  in  New  Chester 

To  John  Moffatt  Esqr— 5  iu  Ihe  51,0  Acre  Lot  in  New  Chester 

To  George  Jaffrey  lisqr — 78  x^  div  ;  in  New  Chester 

To  Mark  lUWentworth  I^'-— 8  hi  Kynh  Sunt"-* 

To  Jotliaui  Chlioriit;  ICstir— 66  4>i>  div :  in  New  Cliester 

To  Thomas  I'acker  Esq' — 4  in  the  joo  Acre  I^t  in  New  Chester 

To  Thonilinnoii  ,t  Mason— -r  In  tht  500  Acre  lx)t  in  Ni  w  Chvsler 

To  Solly  un<l  Murdi— 73  i"  div  :  in  Ni:w  Clitsler 

To  Joshua  I'eirce  I{sq' — 39  I"  div.  iu  New  Chester 

To  Peirce  and  Moore — 9,  2*  div,  in  New  Chester 

To  John  Wentworlh  Esq'  10  in  Kyah  Surge 

To  Theodore  Atkinson  Esq'  3  in  the  500  Acre  Lot  iu  New  Chester 

To  Thomas  Walingford  Esq'— la  in  Kyah  Sarge 

To  John  Rindge — 61  yl  div.  in  New  Chester 

To  Meserve  and  Comp> — 3  in  the  500  Acre  Lot  in  New  Chester 

The  following  were  the  public  lots : 

Miij.  Lots:  No.  6r,  First  Division,  on  Newfound  river 
and  Lot  No.  71,  First  Division,  on  Smith's  river. 

School  Lots:     No.  25,  in  the  First  Division,  Nos.  i  and 

37  in  the  Third  Division  and  No.  89  in  the  Fourth  Division. 

Ministerial  Lots  :  No.  26,  in  the  First  Division,  75  in 
the  Second  Division,  and  Nos.  23  and  71  in  the  Fourth  Division. 

PaksONAgh  Lots:  No.  72  in  the  Second  Division,  73  in 
Fourth  Division,  and  "a  i>oint  of  land  on  wuslcrly  side  of  New- 
found pond  and  a  small  island  opposite." 

The  proprietors  of  New  Chester  early  gave  their  attention 
to  the  construction  of  roads  in  the  new  township.  May  12,  1762, 
twelve  pounds,  old  tenor,  was  assessed  on  each  right  for  the 
purpose  of  building  bridges  and  opening  highways,  and  "Ksq. 
Sanborn"  was  elected  a  committee  to  see  that  the  money  was 
expended  to  the  best  advantage.  This  committee  and  the  labor- 
ers were  to  receive  three  pounds,  ten  shillings,  old  tenor,  per  day. 
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It  wns  also  volcd  that  any  proi>rictor  who  did  not  pay  this  os- 
sessiiieiit  before  tlie  adjuiiniiiient  of  tlic  meeting  should  have 
enough  of  his  ri>;hlH  sold  at  auction  to  pay  llic  tax.  "Uwj. 
Thoniton,  Ks(i.  Uuicrsou  and  Capl,  Andrew  Jack"  were  made  a 
committee  to  sell  the  land  thus  forfeited. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  bridle  paths  or  trails  were 
opened  in  New  Chester  as  early  as  1762,  but  there  are  no  fur- 
ther records  on  this  subject  till  Sept.  16,  1766,  when  Klislia  San- 
born presented  an  itemized  bill  of  tlie  labor  done  on  the  high- 
ways that  scnMHi.    This  bill,  which  was  accepted,  was  as  follows : 


John  Tolfonl.  Esq'    . 
Hlishs  Saulxn-n,  liaqr 
Henry  Hall 
Rolxirt  McMnrpliy 
Ji>«-i>li  lliinront 
John  Milln 
Riclinnl  I'Etirl 
Jnmen  Mnitoii 
Robert  McKiiitcy 
Johu  Tolford,  Jf  , 
Joshua  Tolfora 
J0I111  Snuboru 
Jonathan  Basford 
Robert  PorsaitU  . 
Timothy  Vavor 
Ciirr  lliiM- 
Ciillhij;  I'uvtir 
James  DuMlap       . 
t'.lieiiei'.cr  Ilenrl»oni 
MoRCS  SarKUiit 
John  Uiiderliill 
Charles  Johuson  . 


Nearly  all  of  these  workmen  came  from  Chester  and  San- 
down,  and  anions  them  arc  tlic  names  of  several  who  after- 
wards became  settlers  here.  In  the  (all  0/  this  same  year,  a  force 
of  twenty-five  or  more  men  worked  a  week  on  the  highways,  and 
the  following  season  a  still  larger  force  worked  about  the  same 
length  of  time.  In  1768,  a  force  of  twenty-eight  men  worked  a 
total  of  [78  days,  and  in  1769,  twenty-nine  men  worked  a  total  of 
igi  days.  Nearly  all  the  workmen  in  1769  were  then  settlers 
in  the  new  township. 

As.sessmeats  were  made  each  year  of  from  two  dollars  to 
twelve  iwunds,  old  tenor,  on  each  right.  The  collection  of  this 
money  was  evidently  a  source  of  mticli  trouble  to  the  collectors, 
and  the  sale  of  lands  for  the  nonpayment  of  assessments  was  of 
frequent  occurrence. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  held  Feb.  17,  1767,  a  tax  of 

3« 
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two  dollars  was  laid  on  each  right  (or  the  purpose  of  building' 
mills  in  New  Chester,  and  at  an  adjourned  meeting  held  two 
days  later  the  following  vote  was  passed ; 

Wlicrcaa  the  pnrcliusL'rs  of  tlic  I^rid  Coiituineil  lu John  Tiiftoii  Miiaon 
Patent  Province  of  New  Htinipeliire  liy  tlieir  agent  Josepli  llhiiicliani, 
Ksq'  luipowcred  the  GrnntecB  of  tli<j  Nuw  Towimluii  of  New  Climler 
ill  ,Sui(l  I'ltteiit  to  ItiitpoHL'  of  two  Ct-Tliiin  }Mla  of  l^iml  lo  lliiild  Millx  for 
the  Itctielit  of  S^  Townsliij)  wliereua  John  Tolford  Hsq'  lias  this  Uay 
agreed  to  Build  two  Saw  nulls  &  two  Grist  mills  in  said  New  Ctiestcr 
(Vii)  one  grist  mill  and  one  Saw  mill  on  the  river  known  hy  the  ninne  of 
Newfound  River  and  have  the  one  fit  for  grinding  and  the  other  fit  for 
Sawing  by  the  first  Day  of  November  next  and  one  grist  mill  and  one  Saw 
mill  on  the  River  known  by  the  name  of  Smiths  River  within  six  years 
from  this  Date  nnd  to  keep  nil  the  Siiid  milla  in  (jood  onlcr  for  i-vi-r  iIutc- 
nfter  and  to  Oriitd  and  Saw  for  (lie  inliabiliiiitsulSaid  Town  aHStl|iiiliit(il 
in  a  Bond  Signed  uiid  by  Said  Tolford  dulivcreil  lo  Siiniiiel  Mnicrsou  ft 
Mathew  Tliornton  Hsqnires  &  MqIIicw  I'arsailh  yeomen  agents  for  and  In 
Behalf  of  the  grantees  of  Said  New  Chester  therefore 

Voted  that  the  Lots  and  l,and  adjoyuiug  lo  Newfound  pond  River 
including  ttie  Stream  and  fulls  and  the  Lot  Stream  and  fulls  on  Smiths 
River  both  in  Said  New  Chester  Laid  out  by  the  Committee  of  the  gran- 
tees aforesaid  for  the  Use  aforesaid  be  and  thereby  is  given  nnd  grunlcd  to 
the  Said  John  Tolford  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  and  two  diilhirs  tii  be 
paid  from  each  Grantee  of  Suid  Township,  one  half  lo  be  paid  liy  Hie  ilrst 
Day  of  May  next ;  the  remuiiidcr  when  tlic  liriit  two  Mills  is  finiHlivd,  lii: 
performing  iiH  nienlioiuil  in  Suiil  lioiid.     Also 

Voted  tliiil  the  above  iiiimeil  Samuel  llmerson  Mathew  Tluiriitoii 
Esquires  &  Mathew  I'orsaitli  be  oud  thereby  are  Authorized  and  Im- 
powered  to  give  Security  &  Deliver  in  the  Capacity  aforesaid  a  good  war- 
rantee Deed  of  the  above  premises  to  the  above  named  John  Tolford. 

Dec.  28,  1768,  it  was  "Voted  that  Maj.  Tolford  Shall  be 
obliged  to  tend  his  Grist  mill  in  New  Chester  for  the  Proprietors 
every  first  Monday  in  each  month  for  the  year  and  no  other  Days 
in  Said  year." 

Apr.  I,  1775.  the  time  in  which  to  build  the  niitls  on  Siiiilh'H 
river  was  extende<l  four  years. 

At  a  meeting  held  Dec.  15,  1767,  it  was  voted  to  raise 
twenty-four  shillings  lawful  money  on  each  right  to  pay  bills 
thus  tar  contracted,  and  Major  Tolford  was  elected  collector  and 
allowed  one  shilling  on  each  pound  collected,  Capt.  Underbill, 
Joshua  Tolford,  and  John  Tolford,  Jr.,  were  elected  a  committee 
"to  view  the  roads  in  New  Chester  and  think  of  them  as  they 
shall  judge  necessary,"  and  order  where  the  money  to  be  raised 
that  day  should  be  expended.  They,  and  the  men  employed  by 
them,  were  to  have  three  shillings  and  six  pence  per  day  for  their 
labor.  Joshua  Tolford  was  elected  clerk  at  this  meeting,  and 
Joseph  Basford  presented  his  account  for  labor  on  the  highway, 
which  was  allowed. 

At  a  meeting  in  Chester,  Dec.  28,  1768,  at  the  house  of  Capt. 
Underbill,  it  was  voted  that  the  previous  committee,  viz.,  Capt. 
John  Underbill,  Joshua  Tolford,  lisq.,  and  John  Tolford,  Jr.,  be 
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coiitiiiiicd  surveyors  o(  highways,  and  be  a  coiiiiiiiUee  to  estab- 
lish a  highway  through  the  "liome  lots." 

One  of  the  comtitioiis  of  the  grant  of  New  Chester  was  that 
a  settlement  should  be  made  on  forty  of  the  shares  witliiu  three 
years  and  eight  months  from  the  date  of  the  deed,  provided  there 
should  be  no  Indian  war.  In  case  of  such  war,  the  same  time 
was  given  for  settlement  after  the  close  of  the  war.  The  French 
and  Indian  war,  which  commenced  in  1754,  closed  with  the 
capitulation  of  Montreal,  Sept.  8,  1760,  and  forty  settlements 
should,  tlRTfdiro,  haw  licou  innik"  by  May,  176,1.  K  was, 
however,  three  years  after  this  date  before  a  settlement  was 
made  within  the  township,  and  when  ten  years  had  lapsed  only 
about  half  of  the  stipulated  forty  settlements  had  been  made. 
Under  the  teniis  of  the  deed,  therefore,  the  township  of  New 
Chester  was  forfeited  to  the  Masonian  proprietors.  A  similar 
state  of  affairs  existed  in  other  townships  granted  by  the  Maso- 
nian proprietors,  and  it  was  voted,  at  a  meeting  held  July  17,  1771, 
to  foreclose  their  rights  and  recover  the  lands  thus  forfeited.  Ac- 
cordingly, a  committee  was  elected,  consisting  of  John  Fisher, 
William  Whipple,  aud  Peter  Pearse,  with  power  "to  Employ  a 
Person  to  take  an  Account  of  the  Settlers.  &c.,  in  the  towns  of 
New  Chester,  Alexandria,  Heidlebourg,"  Parrystown,'  New 
Brittau,^  &  to  make  a  Legal  Entry  on  the  same  in  behalf  of  the 
Propriety."  Jonas  Minot,  of  Concord,  Mass.,  was  employed  by 
the  committee  to  perJonn  this  service.  He  secured  as  witnesses 
Culling  Favor,  of  New  Chester,  ami  Samuel  Atkinson,  of  Dos- 
cawen,  who  accompanied  htm  on  hi.'i  visit  through  the  forfeited 
territory.     In  the  report  of  his  doings  Mr.  Minot  says : 

By  Virtae  of  a  ?ower  Granted  to  me  hy  the  Proprietors  of  Lands 
Coiuuionly  Called  Masona  Patent  Lying  in  the  Province  of  New  hamp- 
■hire  and  aKceeable  to  my  Instructions  I  Did  In  the  Name  of  Said  Pro- 
prietors and  for  them  on  the  twentyeth  Day  of  July  A  D  1771  Enter  and 
Take  Possession  of  the  Forfetted  Lands  Lying  in  a  Place  Called  New 
Chester  &  on  the  23  Day  I  Entered  the  Place  Called  Alexandria, 
Jfe  on  the  as  Dny.  the  Place  Colled  New  Britton  and  ou  the  2401 
tlie  I'liuTf  Cnllcd  lU-mford'  &  Did  Openly  Declare  my  Bnttritig 
und  taking  Po«sion  of  the  forfeted  i^tuds  iu  linch  and  Every  of  those 
Places  to  t>e  by  Virtue  of  a  Power  Given  to  me  by  the  Said  Proprietors  & 
also  Openly  Declared  that  1  then  in  the  Name  and  for  the  use  of  the  Said 
Proprietors  held  in  Possession  All  and  Ever;  of  tlie  forfcted  Lands  Lots 
Tracts  &  Destinctly  &  Seperated  to  their  Use  &  Did  Openly  &  Strictly 
forbid  any  person  Entering  any  of  those  forfeted  I^ts  or  Tracts  of  Land 
or  Doing  any  Trespass  theiron  Declareing  timt  I  then  Reinstated  tlie  sd 
Proprii-toTR  in  the  I'lill  Possion  of  all  the  forfeited  Unds  in  Each  Place 
II  f ore  III  I!  n  lioned  Per  t  ie  u  lurly . 

Mr,  Miiiot,  in  presenting  his  re|>ort,  gave  the  following  de- 
tnilcd  tabular  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  settlements  in 
New  Chester : 

<  Nt'w  Loudon.    '  Sutton.     *  Andover.     '  Part  of  Newbury. 
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6  Robert  Foreaaith 
Robert  Foreaaith 

7  Joahna  Tolford 

8  Peter  Sleeper 
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0  Moses  Worlhen 

1  Ebenezer  lingalls 
3   Thomas  Lock 

3  Benjamin  Emmona 

4  John  Underbill 

5  Peter  Heath 

6  Josiah  Heath 

7  Jonathan  Croford 
\  Thomas  Croford 
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July  the  37th  1771  the  above  Return  and  the  accounts  of  the  Houteti 
PenonB  LiveinK  in  atid  the  Improvementa  maid  in  Bach  and  Itvery  of  ttie 
Place*  Called  Alexandria  Newchester  Newbriton  Perrya  Town  &  llerre- 
ford  are  according  to  tlie  Best  accounts  1  Had  from  the  Inhabitants  of 
those  Plases  to  gather  with  my  own  observntiona  on  Mntiy  of  the  Sd 
ImproTCinents  Excepting  one  Fnniely  I  wan  tonhl  l.ivvil  in  tlic  placo 
Called  Hereford  and  are  according  to  my  Beat  Judgment  whicli  is  humbly 
Submitted 

I'r.  Jotiiui  Miiiolt 

Derryfield  July  the  17  1771  this  may  Certify  that  we  weare  Present  with 

Jonas  Minott  the  whole  of  the  ahoveiuentioned  Days  and  weare  aasistiDg 
a  the  takeing  of  the  afore  mentioned  accounts  of  the  above  mentioned 
Places  &  saw  him  take  the  above  Joumall  and  that  it  is  True  according 
to  onr  Best  Judgment 

Cutting  Favor 
Samuel  Atkinson 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Miiiot  presented  his  report  on  the  27th 
of  July,  1771.  On  the  30th  of  that  month,  the  Masontan  pro- 
prietors elected  another  committee,  consisting  of  John  Fisher 
and  Daniel  Rogers,  to  consider  the  report  and  "to  conferr  with 
any  Person  who  shall  appear  in  behalf  of  New  Chester  referring 
to  ye  grant  and  forfeilnre  of  New  Chester  and  to  report  ye 
Circumstances  of  ye  Conference. "  This  committee  presented  the 
following  as  its  conclusion : 

In  pursuance  of  a  Vote  passed  tlie  30th  of  July  last  We  have  examined 
into  the  State  and  confeted  with  Messrs  Tolfotd  and  McMnrphy  Propri- 
etors of  the  Town  of  New  Chester  concerning  the  Forfeiture  of  the  Said 
Town  and  now  return  the  following  Report  of  our  doings  therein. 

It  appears  to  us  the  Township  of  New  Cheater  is  forfeited  for  Non 
compliance  with  the  Conditions  of  the  Grant  and  is  reseized  by  the 
Attorney  of  the  Proprietors  and  We  are  of  Opinion  that  the  snnie  be 
appropriated  to  the  Use  and  Benefit  of  the  proprietors,  reserving  to 
certain  persons  inhabiting  and  improving  in  the  siiid  town  iks  follows. 

Tliat,  it  appearing  to  us  upon  the  said  confi;rciici;  there  are  ji  Houses 
with  Families  resident  u[ion  parts  of  certain  Rigiita  in  the  ^il  Town  we 
are  of  Opinion  that  altho  they  may  not  have  complied  entirely  with  the 
Terms  of  the  Charter  yet  that  each  whole  Right  on  part  of  which  the  S^ 
Houses  are  built  and  Improvements  made  should  be  reserved  for  and 
confirmed  to  the  proprietors  of  such  Rights. 

That,  it  appearing  to  us  upon  the  S^  Conference  there  are  1 1  persons 
who  have  begun  inaklrip  ImprovemenU  uiK>n  ccrlniii  I^to  bnt  liiive  no 
Houses  and  are  not  resilient  iu  the  S^  town  we  ure  of  opinion  that  the  S*' 
Eleven  Persons  should  remain  possessed  of  the  Lots  on  which  such 
Beginnings  have  been  made  respectively  provided  that  such  Persons 
continue  to  make  progressive  Improvements  and  hare  a  dwelling  House 
built  and  a  Family  resident  thereon  within  the  space  of  twelve  months. 

Portsmouth,  isth  August  177I 


Ji."".g?„}<^~»"~ 


After  a  controversy  lasting  two  years,  the  grantees  of  Perrys- 
town  and  New  Breton  secured  the  renewal  of  their  grants,  while 
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llie  grantees  of  Heidlebotirg  aud  Alexandria  lost.  July  7,  1773, 
Alexandria  was  regraiited  to  Jonas  Minot,  and  the  same  day 
Heidlebonrg  was  reRraiited  to  Jonas  Minot  and  others  under  the 
name  of  the  Alexandria  Addition. 

Aher  they  had  received  the  report  o(  the  committee,  the 
Masonian  proprietors  appear  to  have  taken  no  further  action 
in  regard  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  grant  ol  New  Chester.  The 
grantees  do  not  seem  to  have  been  at  all  disturbed,  and  continued 
to  sell  the  lauds  as  occasion  presented.  The  .settlement  of  the 
territory  continued  even  during  the  time  of  the  controversy 
over  the  iorfeiture  of  the  grants  of  the  other  towns  mentioned. 

The  question  of  hiring  a  minister  of  the  gospel  to  preach  in 
New  Chester  was  first  considered  by  the  proprietors  at  a  meetiug- 
held  at  the  inn  of  Samuel  Emerson  in  Chester,  Apr.  2,  1771, 
when  "it  was  voted  to  raise  half  a  dollar  on  each  right  to  hire 
preaching  in  New  Chester"  that  year. 

It  wa-s  also  "Voted  John  Tollord,  Samuel  l-'nierson,  Jcthro 
SnnlHini,  lis*].,  &  Capt.  John  Underbill  and  Henry  Hall  be  a 
CiHinnittec  to  hire  Such  Minister  o(  llie  Gospel  as  they  Shall 
think  Fit  to  preach  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  Chester  and  Some 
of  the  said  Committee  is  to  accompany  any  such  preacher  to  New 
Chester  without  any  pay  (or  their  time." 

Apr.  I,  1773,  one  dollar  on  each  right  was  voted  lor  preach- 
ing;, and  these  two  amounts  were  apparently  all  that  the  proprie- 
tors raised  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  in  New  Chester.  At 
this  nieeting,  the  -snliject  of  building  a  meeting-house  was  also 
considered,  when  it  was  "Voted  that  there  shall  be  a  meeting- 
house built  in  Now  Chester  Kqual  to  Thirty  five  Feet  Square  one 
story  High  the  present  year."  Carr  Huse,  Nason  Cass,  Peter 
Sleeper,  Robert  Forsaith,  and  Joshua  Tolford,  all  residents  of 
New  Chester,  were  made  a  building  committee.  It  was  also 
voted  to  raise  two  dollars  on  each  right  for  this  purpose ;  and 
John  Tolford,  Robert  Forsaith,  Carr  Huse,  John  Tolford,  Jr., 
and  Andrew  Craige  were  elected  assessors  to  assess  the  money, 
and  John  Tolford   and   Carr  Huse  collectors, 

Jan.  20,  1774,  a  vole  was  pas.sed  that  the  two  dollars  raised 
at  the  last  meeting  lor  the  erection  of  a  meeting-house  should  be 
divided,  and  "applied  towards  building  two  meeting  houses,  one 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  town  and  the  other  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  town  and  build  the  same  on  the  parsonage  lots."  It  was  al- 
so voted  tliat  ten  acres  be  cleared  on  the  parsonage  lot  in  the 
lower  iKirt  of  the  town  and  ten  on  the  parsonage  lot  in  the  upper 
part  ol  the  town,  where  the  committee  should  judge  most  con- 
venient and  suitable.  The  building  connnitlee  already  elected 
was  made  a  committee  to  clear  the  parsonage  lot  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  town,  while  John  Mitchell.  Thomas  Crawford,  Jr., 
Andrew  Craige,  Benj.  Kmmons,  and  Ebenezer  Ingalls  were  made 
a  committee  for  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  and  they  were 
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instructed  to  see  that  the  lots  be  cleared  and  the  meeting- 
houses erected  as  soon  as  might  be.  Ten  dollars  was  voted  on 
each  right  towards  clearing  the  land  and  building  the  houses  of 
worship. 

It  was  then  voted  that  the  town  should  be  incorporated  into 
two  towns  or  parishes,  and  that  the  money  raised  at  the  last 
meeting  for  preaching  shonUl  \k  nscd  (or  tliis  pnq»osc,  or  so 
much  of  it  as  would  be  necessary.  Samuel  Umerson,  Stephen 
Holland,  and  John  Tolford,  Esq.,  were  authorized  to  secure  the 
incorporation  of  the  town  into  two  townships. 

Nothing  came  of  this  effort  of  the  proprietors  to  build  meet- 
ing-houses iu  the  new  town  ;  and  perhaps  to  the  indifference  of 
the  proprietors,  more  than  to  any  other  cau.sc.  is  due  tlic  (act 
that  New  Chester  was  mi  far  JHrhind  her  sister  towns  in  the 
privileges  of  the  sanctuary.  There  is  no  evidence  to  show  that 
the  committee  elected  to  secure  the  incorporation  of  the  town 
made  any  serious  effort  in  this  direction.  From  this  time  on- 
ward, the  people  of  the  town  were  left  to  work  out  their  own  des- 
tiny unaided. 

The  New  Chester  proprietors  purchased  this  township  not 
for  homes  for  themselves,  but  wliolly  as  a  business  enterprise. 
Dealing  in  town  sites  and  wild  land  was  a  common  method  of 
speculation  in  those  days.  Several  ol  the  proprietors  were  in- 
terested in  other  townships,  and  only  five  of  the  entire  number 
became  actual  settlers.  Kacli  man,  having  drawn  his  lots,  and 
having  a  valid  deed  to  the  same,  was  at  liberty  to  sell  as  oppor- 
tunity presented.  Consequently,  after  the  organization  and  in- 
corporation of  the  town,  there  was  but  little  necessity  for  con- 
certed action,  and  the  meetings  of  the  proprietors  became  less 
and  less  frequent.  There  were,  it  is  true,  a  (ew  pieces  of  land, 
in  various  parts  of  the  town,  that  were  not  included  in  any  lots, 
and  were,  consequently,  conunon  lands;  but  their  value  was 
small  and,  as  time  wore  away,  they  were  almost  forgotten.  In 
process  of  time,  as  the  ownership  ol  the  lands  changed,  the  meet- 
ings were  changed  from  Chester  to  New  Chester.  Tlie  last 
meeting  held  in  Chester  was  b'eb.  12,  ry.SS,  at  the  h<)u,se  of  Wil- 
liam Bell,  when  Joshua  Tolford,  John  Smith,  and  Thomas  Craw- 
ford, all  settlers  in  New  Chester,  were  mode  a  connnittee  to  run 
and  settle  lines,  and  to  lay  out  and  bound  any  lands  owned  by 
the  proprietors. 

Aug.  31,  1803,  a  meeting  was  held  in  New  Chester,  at  the 
house  of  Maj.  Theophilus  Sanborn,  when  John  Smith  was  elect- 
ed moderator.  A  report  from  the  committee  on  lotting  and 
bounding  unlotted  lands  was  presented  and  accepted.  In  this 
work  Carr  Huse  and  Theophilus  Sanborn  were  allowed  for  sixteen 
days'  labor  each  and  Joshua  Tolford  for  fourteen  days'  labor, 
at  nine  shillings  per  day.  Carr  Huse,  John  Smith,  and  Maj. 
Sanlxtrn  were  made  a  committee  to  ascertain  what  common  or 
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iiiidivitlcd  lands  in  town  reuiaiiied  unsold,  and  to  prosecute  all 
persons  found  trespassing  thereon. 

On  Tuesday,  Jan.  10,  1804.,  there  was  a  sale  at  the  house  of 
Maj.  Sanborn  of  the  unlottcd  lands.  This  sale  included  a 
point  of  land  ou  the  west  side  of  the  lake  near  Asa  Hastings's; 
the  "great  island"  and  one  small  island  in  the  lake ;  five  islands 
in  the  Pemigewasset  river ;  a  gore  of  land  containing  eighteen 
acres  between  "Moses  I^ewis's  mill  lot  and  the  lot  Moses  Sleeper 
lives  on' ' ;  and  several  pieces  of  land  in  that  part  of  New  Chester 
HOW  Hill.  The  "great  island"  in  the  lake  was  sold  to  Slicrburn 
Sanborn  for  f 36. 25  ;  the  "great  island  in  the  Pemigewasset  river," 
was  sold  to  John  Merrill  and  Jonathan  Merrill  for  $6.25  ;  the 
gore  between  Moses  Lewis's  lot  and  Moses  Sleeper's  was  sold 
at  $9  per  acre. 
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CHAPTER  V 

FIRST  SETTLEMliNTS  IN  NEW  CHESTER 
All  kinds,  all  creatures  stand  or  fall 

—lyan/sworiA. 

The  first  blow  in  the  wilderaess  of  New  Chester,  for  the 
purpose  of  clearing  the  land  for  cultivation,  was  struck  by  John 
Tolford,  Jr.;  but  the  honor  of  being  the  first  permanent  settler 
clearly  belongs  to  Cutting  Favor. 

John  Tolford,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town 
and  owned  one  share,  consisting  of  four  lots.  One  of  the  lots 
drawn  by  him  was  No.  45,  in  the  First  Division,  located  on  the 
river  near  where  is  now  Pemigewasset  bridge.  In  1765,  he 
commenced  to  clear  this  land,  and  during  the  next  five  years  he 
cleared  ten  acres  of  this  lot  and  two  acres  of  I^ot  44,  belonging  to 
Toniiinson  and  Davis,  and  eight  acres  of  Lot  46,  belonging 
to  Joshua  Willard ;  and  in  1 770  he  built  a  cabin  on  his  own  lot. 
He  remained  here  only  a  few  weeks  at  a  time,  and  his  object 
seems  to  have  been  to  make  the  laud  more  salable,  rather  than 
to  make  a  settlement.  On  the  organization  of  the  town,  in  1773. 
he  was  not  taxed  as  a  resident,  but  was  taxed  as  such  in  1775. 
After  this  latter  date,  he  was  tnxe<l  as  a  non-resi<lcnt. 

The  same  year  that  John  Tolford,  Jr.,  commenced  his  im- 
provements. Cutting  Favor  visited  the  wilderness  of  New  Ches- 
ter for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  place  to  settle.  Tradition  says 
he  was  accompanied  by  tienj.  Emmons  on  the  same  errand.  On 
this  trip  he  came  to  the  brook  just  north  of  where  he  settled,  now 
the  Wilson  Foster  place,  and  followed  up  this  stream  until  he 
came  to  beaver  dams  and  a  meadow.  Hunti;rs  had  been  there 
Ijefore  him,  but  the  dants  remained.  The  stream  was  much 
latter  than  nov  and  would  furnish  water  for  a  sawmill;  the 
meadow  would  afford  wild  grass  for  his  stock  while  clearing  the 
land;  and  the  bank  of  the  Pemigewasset  was  a  dehghtful  spot  on 
which  to  build;  and  here  he  decided  should  be  his  home.  This 
was  in  the  summer  of  1765.  On  September  5,  of  this  year, 
lie  purchased  88  acres  of  l,ot  77,  First  Division,  o(  Winthrop 
Sargent,  originally  drawn  by  Jacob  Sargent,  and  Feb.  4,  1766, 
he  purchased  the  whole  o(  Lot  78,  o(  James  Quenton.     He  proba- 
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biy  came  to  New  Chester  and  coninienced  iiiiprovenients  imme- 
diately after  his  second  purchase,  as  it  is  said  that  he  came 
in  the  winter. 

Cutting  Favor  made  his  first  log  cabin  on  a  site  between  the 
two  present  farmhouses  of  Wilson  Foster,  and  here  he  toiled 
alone,  clearing  the  land,  during  the  greater  part  of  two  years, 
occasionally  making  a  visit  to  his  home  in  Newtown,  now 
Newtoti.  In  the  spring  of  1768,  he  brought  his  wife  and  four 
cliildrcu  to  their  new  home  in  the  wihlerness.  Mrs.  Favor  was 
the  first  white  wonmn  to  make  her  home  in  New  Chester,  and 
their  fifth  child,  Isaac,  born  Aug.  24,  1768,  was  the  first  white 
child  bom  tn  the  town.  In  1773.  or  earlier.  Cutting  Favor  sent 
ai>etition  to  the  New  Chester  proprietors  to  be  allowed  to  purchase 
the  island  in  the  Feniigewasset  opposite  his  land,  which  he  said 
contained  at  that  time,  about  eighteen  acres.  In  this  petition 
he  states  timt  his  was  the  second  family  that  moved  into  the 
new  plantation.'  In  this  paj>er  he  must  have  alluded  to  John 
Telford.  Jr.,  spoken  of  above. 

Cutting  Favor  was  evidently  a  man  of  means  for  tliose  days. 
He  bought  large  tracts  of  land  in  New  Chester,  and  among  his 
purchases  after  his  settlement  was  that  of  Lot  76,  which  adjoined 
his  home  lot  on  the  north.  He  also  made  large  purchases  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river,  in  New  Hampton,  his  land  extending 
a  mile  from  the  Pemigewasset.  He  erected  the  first  saw-mill 
within  the  limits  of  Hill.  This  stood  where  the  railroad  now 
cr<ts.M.-s  the  ItriKik  just  norlli  of  Iiis  home  and  about  a  mile  south 
of  Smith's  river.  Tlie  dam  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  high- 
way, and  the  water  to  turn  the  overshot  wheel  was  conducted 
over  tlie  road  in  a  spout.  He  later  added  a  grist-mill,  and 
these  two  mills  did  service  for  many  years. 

Benjamin  Emmons  was  the  first  permanent  settler  within 
the  limits  of  Bristol.  July  13,  1767,  he  purchased  of  Samuel 
Emerson,  for  four  pounds,  ninety  acres — Lot  50,  First  Division, 
and  soon  after  set  out  from  his  home  in  Sandown  for  his  new 
|Mts.scs.tion  iti  tin;  wckhIs  of  Now  CliesltT.  Tlic  journey  was 
made  on  foot  and  alone,  with  a  p.ick  on  his  back  containing 
provbions,  ax  in  hand,  and  his  faithful  dog  by  his  side.  Arriv- 
ing at  his  destination,  he  made  of  hemlock  bark  a  camp  as  a 
temporary  shelter.  At  the  two  ends  of  this  camp  he  drove  into 
the  ground  two  willow  posts  to  support  the  roof.  These  posts 
sprouted  and  grew,  and  became  the  two  immense  trees  that 
stood  for  many  years  by  tlie  wayside  nearly  in  front  of  llie  present 
residence  on  this  farm.  They  disappeared,  by  reason  of  old  age, 
only  a  few  years  ago,  but  the  roots  are  still  there,  marking  the 
spot  where  the  first  settler  in  Bristol  made  his  temporary  home. 
Here  he  commenced  to  fell  the  trees  and  clear  the  land  on  what 

'Slalt  Papers,  Vol.  17,  p.  347. 
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is  still  known  as  the  Smmons  farm,  and  which  is  still  owned 
and  occupied  by  his  descendants. 

Nov.  15,  1771,  Benjamin  Emmons  purchased,  of  John 
ToUord,  IvOt  49,  containing  one  hundred  acres  adjoining  his  first 
purchase  on  the  east,  and  of  David  Sleeper  T^ot  51  on  the  west,  so 
that  his  fanu  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  Mis 
first  log  house,  which  was  probahly  built  the  second  season  of 
his  stay  here,  was  on  the  lower  side  of  the  highway.  The  chim- 
ney was  not  made  of  stone,  after  the  general  custom  of  those  days, 
but  of  brick  made  by  himself  from  clay  near  at  hand.  About 
once  in  six  weeks,  Benjamin  Kmmons  went  to  Boscawen,  renewed 
his  stock  of  provisions  and  returned  to  his  task  of  clearing  the 
land  for  tillage.  Visitors  were  few  and  there  was  hut  little  to 
break  the  monotony  o(  life  ;  but  one  morning  as  he  oitcued  his 
eyes  an  Indian  slootl  at  the  opening  of  Iiis  camp  and  was  looking 
in  upon  him,  but  finally  walked  away  without  uttering  a  word. 
The  following  winter  found  him  at  his  old  home  in  Sandown ; 
but  as  spring  came  he  resumed  work  on  his  land.  This  season 
he  planted  fields  of  rye  and  com,  but  the  bears  made  sad  havoc 
with  his  growing  crops.  In  the  fall  of  this  season,  while  on  one 
of  his  trips  to  Boscawen,  his  "neighbors"  in  Bridgewater,  seven 
men  in  all,  came  down  to  visit  him,  and  found  seven  bears  in  his 
cornfield. 

April  6,  1769,  Benjamin  Uuimons  married  Ulizabclh  Fellows 
of  Sandown,  and  bride  and  groom  at  once  started  for  their  new 
home — the  log  house  which  Mr.  limmons  had  erected  in  the 
New  Chester  woods.  It  is  probable  that  they  brought  with 
them  a  cow  and  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  such  household  articles  as 
could  be  transported  over  the  rough  roads  or  trails  through  the 
woods.  Feb.  20,  1 770,  a  son  came  to  gladden  their  home,  whom 
they  named  Samuel.  He  was  the  first  white  child  l>orn  within 
the  limits  of  Bristol. 

The  same  year  that  Cutting  Favor  settled  in  Hill,  1766, 
Thomas  Crawford,  Jr.,  is  credited,  by  tradition,  with  a  settle- 
ment in  Bridgewater,  June  21,  of  this  year,  while  a  resident  of 
Hampstead  and  only  nineteen  years  old,  he  purchased  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Bridgewater  including  Lots  9,  20,  5, 
and  3.  Settlement  was  made  on  I^t  9,  now  the  farm  of  Sherman 
S.  I''Ietcher,  He  probably  commenced  to  clear  the  laud  the 
same  season,  and  it  is  thus  claimed  of  him  that  he  settled  in 
Bridgewater  in  1766.  April  7,  1768,  his  father,  Thomas  Craw- 
ford, of  Hampstead,  purchased  and  settled  on  Lot  8 ;  and  Robert 
Crawford  of  Sandown  settled  on  Lots  6  and  7  the  same  season. 
In  1769,  Jonathan  Crawford  of  Chester  settled  on  Lots  11  and  12. 
In  1771,  Jonathan  Crawford  is  credited  with  having  five  acres  of 
land  improved;  Thomas  Crawford,  Jr.,  with  having  seven  acres; 
and  Robert  Crawford,  fifteen.  John  Mitchell  was  evidently  the 
second   settler   in  Bridgewater,    having  settled  on  Lot  1,  next 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


FIRST  SETTLEMENTS   IN   NBW   CHESTER  49 

lo  llio  I'lyiiiouUi  line,  in  1767.  In  1771,  lie  had  fifteen  acres 
of  laud  improved.  These  settlers  were  in  that  part  of  New 
Chester  now  Bridgewater,  and  in  the  first  division  of  lots,  the 
home  or  river  lots  as  they  were  caljed. 

Peter  Sleeper  was  the  first  settler  within  the  limits  of  Bristol 
village.  In  the  summer  of  1768,  he  commenced  to  clear  Lot  63, 
First  Division,  belonging  to  his  father,  David  Sleeper,  who, 
though  not  one  of  the  original  proprietors,  owned  large  tracts  of 
land  in  this  township.  Peter  Sleeper's  father  gave  him  a  deed 
to  this  lot  May  29,  1769.  This  was  considered  a  good  start  in 
life  in  those  days.  Peter  Sleeper  built  his  first  habitation,  a  log 
hut,  where  Mrs.  S.  S.  Southard  now  resides,  and  here  he  spent 
most  of  his  time,  in  hard  work,  till  the  fall  of  1771,  when  he 
brought  his  family  here.  His  wife  rode  horseback  all  the  way 
from  their  old  home  in  Sandown,  carrying  in  her  arms  her 
infant,  born  July  29,  before.  Peter  Sleeper  had  at  this  time 
six  or  ciglit  acres  of  land  in  tillage.  Some  years  later  he  built 
a  large,  two-story  square  frame  house,  one  of  the  first  in  town, 
in  what  is  now  Mrs.  Southard's  dooryard  on  High  street. 
Here  he  kept  tavern  for  many  years. 

Previous  to  Peter  Sleeper's  settlement  with  his  family,  a 
grist-mill  and  a  saw-mill  had  been  erected  where  is  now  the 
pulp-mill  of  the  Train-Smith  Co.,  and  in  1769  John  Kidder 
came  from  Bedford  to  Bristol  for  the  purpose  of  tending  this 
mill.  He  moved  into  a  small  log  house,  at  the  corner  of  Cen- 
tral stptarc  and  Spring  street,  that  had  bi]i'ii  erected  tor  his 
reception.  This  was  a  very  small  and  rude  affair  for  a  family  of 
five.  There  was  only  one  room,  and  on  each  side  of  the  fire- 
place stood  wliat  served  for  chairs  during  the  day  and  beds  at 
night.  Stout  poles  were  driven  into  augur  holes  in  the  logs  to 
support  one  end,  and  the  other  rested  on  posts  set  in  the  ground. 
On  the  horizontal  pieces  poles  and  boughs  were  placed,  as  the 
foundations  for  the  beds.  John  Kidder  reside<l  here  and  con- 
tinued in  charge  of  the  mill  three  or  four  years,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  land  now  conslitultng  the  l-'rcd  Kidder  farm,  and 
reniuveil  there. 

Gideon  Sleeper  came  from  Sandown  to  New  Chester  to 
make  a  settlement  one  year  later  than  his  brother  Peter.  He 
selected  Lot  62,  adjoining  his  brother's  lot  on  the  north,  and 
built  a  log  hou.se  on  the  Fred  H.  Brigg-s  place  on  High  street. 
He  marrie<l  and  brought  his  wife  here  soon  after  Peter  came 
with  his  family;  an<l  here  three  or  four  children  were  Ixtrii. 
Aliuut  1784,  he  removed  to  Grafton,  where  he  spent  the  remain- 
tier  of  his  d;iys,  and  where  some  of  his  desoendaiiLs  are  still 
living. 

Joshua  Tolford,  of  Chester,  settled  on  the  bank  of  Smith's 
river  in  1769.  He  was  one  of  the  few  original  proprietors  who 
settled  in  the  uew  township.     One  of  his  lots  was  No.  66,  First 
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Division,  oii  the  Pemigew asset  about  where  Georg^e  Price  resides. 
Lot  71  included  the  latls  of  Smith's  river,  and  was  reserved  for 
a  mill  lot,  and  the  adjoining  lot  on  the  south,  72,  was  held  in 
common  by  the  proprietors.  In  1766,  Joshua  Telford  proposed 
to  the  proprietors  that  lliey  deed  hiin  l,ol  72,  or  exchange  it 
for  Lot  66,  and  he  would  engage  to  build  mills  on  the  stream.' 
The  exchange  was  made;  bnt  JoHluin  Tolfonl  made  no  attempt 
to  cariy  out  liis  part  of  the  agreement  in  the  erection  of  mills. 
May  19,  1767,  Mnj.  John  Tolford  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  proprietors  to  erect  mills  on  Newfound  river,  as  else- 
where stated,  and  mills  on  Smith's  river  within  six  years  from 
that  date.  Maj.  Tolford  appears  to  have  sold  liis  rights  in  Lot 
71  to  Joshua  Tolford,  as  the  latter  settled  on  this  lot  and  in  1771 
had  ten  acres  of  land  "improved"  and  six  acres  of  forest  "cut" 
in  addition,  and  in  Ihe  fall  of  1773  was  taxed  for  a  saw-mill. 
He  did  not  long  remain  in  town,  however,  but  removed  a  few 
miles  west  and  settled  at  what  is  now  known  as  Clarke's  comer 
in  Alexandria.     Here  he  spent  the  balance  of  his  life. 

The  year  1770  saw  the  addition  of  several  families  to  the 
new  settlement.  It  appears  that  Can-  Hnse  settled  in  what  is 
now  Hill  village,  on  Lot  90,  and  was  the  first  settler  there. 
Tradition  gives  him  second  place  in  the  settlement  of  that  part 
of  New  Chester  now  Hill,  and  this  claim  .seems  to  lie  well 
taken.  This  man  was  destined  lo  have  a  more  important  part 
in  the  development  of  the  new  town  than  any  other,  and  his 
public  spirit  and  interest  in  the  town  is  seen  throughout  his 
long  and  active  life. 

Very  soon  after,  Jacob  Heath  settled  just  north  of  Carr 
Huse,  on  Lots  88  and  89  ;  Henry  Wells,  of  Chester,  settled  on 
the  lot  next  south,  91 ;  while  Jeremiah  Quimby  settled  a  little 
farther  to  the  north,  on  Lots  79  and  82, 

Rolwrt  Forsaith  came  this  same  year  from  Chcsli-r.  He 
married  Margaret,  a  daughter  of  Uea.  William  Tolford,  of 
Chester,  and  settled  on  Lots  73  and  74,  later  known  as  the 
Peaslee  place,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  William  C.  Kelley, 
south  of  Smith's  river.  The  history  of  Chester  says  that  after 
live  children  were  born  to  them  in  New  Chester  they  returned 
to  Chester,  where  four  more  children  were  Ixirn.  If  this  be  so, 
he  again  became  a  resident  of  New  Chester,  as  he  was  here 
in  1800,  and  apparently  then  resided  on  this  same  farm,  and 
here  he  died  in  iSio. 

All  the  settlements  thus  far  mentioned  as  being  made  in 
1770  were  in  that  part  of  New  Chester  now  Hill.  Within  the 
limits  of  Bristol,  Moses  Worthen,  of  Sandown,  settled  on  what 
is  still  known  as  the  Worthen  farm,  about  one-half  mile  north- 
east of  Central  square.     Indeed,  there  is  some  evidence  to  show 

'Stale  Papers,  Vol.  27,  p.  341. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


FIRST  SETTLKMUNTS   IN   NKW  CHESTER  51 

that  lio  was  licrc  even  earlier  than  this,  as  lie  purchased  his 
land,  oue-hall  of  Lot  59,  of  Joshua  Tolford,  originally  drawn  by 
Matthew  Thornton,  Nov.  17,  1768.  Kbenezerlngalls,  of  San- 
down,  settled  on  the  next  lot  to  the  east,  58,  lor  many  years 
known  as  the  Oren  Nelson  place;  Tom  Locke,  a  great  bear 
hunter,  settled  on  Lot  56,  where  Solon  DoUoff  now  resides; 
Lieut.  Joseph  Basford,  on  Lot  55 ;  Chase  Fuller  made  a  set- 
tlement on  Lot  47,  just  cast  of  the  Heath  burying-grouud ; 
while  Josiah  Healli,  of  Atkinson,  and  Peter  Heath  joined  the 
settlers  of  Itridj^cwntcr  on  r/>ts  11  and  14,  rcs|icctivcly. 

In  the  spring  of  1771,  Junallian  Ingalls  settled  between  the 
land  of  his  brother,  Ubcnezer,  and  that  of  Tom  Locke,  on  what 
has  been  known  for  many  years  as  the  Abel  Danfortli  farm.  He 
felled  two  acres  of  timber  ttiat  season.  His  log  house  was  on  the 
east  side  of  Danforth  brook,  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  high- 
way. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  of  this  year,  Samuel  Worthen 
purchased,  of  Joshua  Tolford,  the  westerly  half  of  Lot  59 ;  his 
lather,  Moses  Worthen,  being  the  owner  of  the  easterly  half  of 
the  same  lot.  In  the  deed  of  conveyance  he  is  spoken  of  as 
"Samuel  Worthen,  of  New  Chester,  blacksmith."  Samuel 
Worthen  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  1 748,  and  tradition 
says  he  did  not  come  to  Bristol  with  his  father,  but  he  was 
evidently  a  resident  at  this  time.  In  1776,  he  purchased  his 
father's  half  of  their  lot,  and  subsequently  became  a  large 
owner  ol  real  estate,  including  the  Robinson  farm  in  New 
Haiiiptuu.  It  was  from  him  that  Worthen's  rock,  in  the  Peini- 
Kcwafwet,  l«H»k  its  name,  which  it  slill  retains.  He  continued 
to  resi<le  on  the  Worthen  fnnn  till  Iiis  death,  in  1831,  and  there 
he  reared  a  large  and  distinguished  family. 

Capt.  John  Underhill,  of  Chester,  one  of  the  proprietors, 
erected  a  log  cabin  this  season,  and  felled  two  or  three  acres  of 
timber,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Pemigewasset,  north  of  the 
Pemigewasset  bridge ;  but  he  appears  to  have  made  no  settle- 
ment. David  liincrson  made  a  settlement  on  Lot  94,  next  to 
the  Franklin  line. 

During  the  year  1773,  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  the  new  town.  Among  them  was 
Joseph  Sanborn,  of  Hawk',  who.  Mar.  3,  of  this  year,  purchased 
of  Edward  Eastman  Lot  75,  adjoining  Cutting  Favor's  land  on 
the  north.  His  name  appears  on  the  tax-list  of  October,  so  it 
seems  probable  that  he  made  his  settlement  here  in  tlie  spring 
of  this  year.  This  lot  was  originally  drawn  by  Timothy  Ingalls. 
Alexander  McClnre  had  eight  or  ten  acres  cut  on  this  lot,  in 
1771,  for  liimsell  or  some  other  party,  but  this  work  was  proba- 
bly done  to  hasten  its  sale.  Mr.  Sanborn  was  apparently  the 
first  settler  here,  and  here  he  rounded  out  seventy  years  of 
wedded  life  and  died  in  1841.     Nason  Cass  settled  on  Lot  81, 
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the  third  south  of  Cutting  Favor's ;  Nathaniel  Sanborn,  on  Lot 
93,  the  second  from  the  Franklin  line ;  Jacob  Wells,  on  Lot  88  ; 
Tilton  Bennett,  on  Lot  87.  Another  settler  in  Hill,  between 
1771  and  1773.  was  James  Moiiltoii.  In  what  is  now  Bridge- 
water,  Edmond  Eastman  settled  on  what  is  known  as  the  An- 
drew J.  West  (ami ;  Andrew  Craige  settled  on  Lot  27.  Othor 
settlers  in  Hridgewater  this  year  were  John  Clark,  David  Cross, 
and  Jonathan  Morgan. 

John  Smith  came  this  year  from  Bedford,  and  settled  on 
the  north  bank  of  Smith's  river.  Later  he  became  the  proprietor 
of  the  mills  there,  and  operated  them  for  many  years.  This 
same  year  Nathan  Sleeper  settled  near  Tom  Locke's,  or  between 
Solon  DoUoff's  and  the  H.  N.  Emmons  place.  This  was  not 
the  Nathan  who  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Bristol,  bnl 
may  have  been  a  younger  brother  of  Peter  and  Gideon.  If  so, 
he  was  at  this  time  only  18  years  of  age,  and  like  many  other 
young  men  of  those  days  had  selected  land  and  was  preparing 
for  himself  a  home.  Color  is  given  to  this  supposition  from  the 
fact  that  Nathan,  the  brother  of  Peter,  died  in  1775,  and  this 
name  disappears  from  the  records  of  New  Chester  at  this  time, 
and  does  not  appear  again  till  Nathan,  the  son  of  Peter,  comes 
upon  the  scene. 

In  1774,  Abner  Fellows  settled  where  H.  N.  Emmons  now 
resides.  He  had  assisted  in  moving  his  daughter,  Mrs.  lienj. 
Emmons,  to  her  new  home  alter  her  marriage,  and  was  so 
favorably  impressed  with  the  country  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Pemigewasset  that  he  resolved  to  locate  there  himself.  He  sold 
his  "home  place"  in  Sandown  in  January,  1773,  and  May  a6, 
following,  purchased  Lot  53,  and  in  October,  following,  Lot  54, 
in  New  Chester.  His  cabin  stood  where  H.  N,  Emmons's  resi- 
dence now  stands.  He  was  at  this  time  almnt  50  years  of  age 
and  here  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  A  large  numlier 
of  his  descendants  are  now  residents  of  this  town. 

All  the  settlements  thus  far  made  were  in  the  first  division 
of  lots,  called  the  river  lots,  being  on  the  bank  of  the  Pemigewas- 
set river,  extending  from  Lot  i,  next  to  the  Plymouth  line,  to 
Lot  No.  94,  next  to  the  Franklin  line,  a  distance  of  more  than 
nineteen  miles, 

lu  1 774,  Lieut.  Thomas  Wells  and  his  brotlier,  Reuben,  set- 
tled on  Lot  64,  Fourth  Division ;  while  Benj.  McAllister,  Josiah 
Fellows,  and  Gershon  Fletcher  were  also  added  to  the  tax-list 
this  year,  the  last  three  being  settlers  in  what  is  now  Bridgewater. 

During  the  Revolutionary  war,  settlers  came  in  slowly,  busi- 
ness being  so  thoroughly  paralyzed  hy  the  war  Ihat  even  the 
settlement  of  tlie  new  towns  was  retarded.  During  1775  and 
1 776  only  two  new  names  were  added  to  the  settlers — Ehenezer 
Kenfield,  in  Hill,  and  William  Palmer,  in  Bridgewater. 

In  1777,  John  Bnssell  Iwcame  a  settler  on  Lot  84,  l-'irst  Divi- 
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sion.  Win.  and  J0I111  Corkss  and  Simeon  Sanborn  are  also  new 
names  this  year,  in  Hill ;  while  Oliver  Smith  Blake  appears  as  a 
settler  on  the  Caleb  Clay  farm  in  the  Nelson  neighborhood  in 
Bristol.  Jacob  Spofford,  Joseph  Haskitl,  Joseph  Cass,  and  John 
Ladd  appear  as  new  names  on  the  tax-list  this  year  in  that  part 
of  the  old  town  now  Bridgewater. 

Daniel  Heath  came  from  Hampstead,  in  1779,  and  settled 
in  Bristol  on  what  has  been  known  Irora  that  time  till  the  present 
as  the  Heath  farm.  John  Emmons,  a  brother  of  Benjamin,  had 
preceded  Heath  on  this  lann,  but  after  a  few  months  sold  his 
interest  to  Heath  and  removed  to  Murray  hill.  Daniel  Heath 
was  somewhat  advanced  in  life  at  this  time,  and  died  in  1788  {f) 
while  on  a  business  trip  to  the  northern  part  of  the  state.  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Stephen,  and  he  by  his  brother 
Samuel,  in  1794 ;  and  this  farm  still  remains  in  the  hands  of  his 
descendants. 

Moses  Sleeper,  of  Sandown,  settled  in  Bristol  village  in  1 779. 
He  first  occupied  the  "mill  house,"  at  the  corner  of  Central 
square  and  Spring  street,  while  tie  built  a  log  house  on  the  site 
of  the  town-house.  While  residiug  in  this  latter  place  he  built 
the  dwelling  on  the  north  side  of  Central  square,  occupied  for 
many  years  as  a  tavern,  later  by  Dea.  William  Green,  and  now 
by  Dea.  Green's  daughters.  John  Sleeper,  a  brother,  came  about 
the  same  time,  and  built  hisfirst  cabin  on  North  Main  street,  where 
David  M.  Chase  now  resides,  at  the  base  of  Sugar  hill.  In  1800, 
he  built  the  "tannery  house"  at  the  junction  of  Willow  with  Lake 
street.  Maj.  Theophilns  Sanborn  settled  on  New  Cheslermoun- 
tain  this  year,  just  south  of  where  Mrs.  John  W.  Sanborn  now 
resides;  John  Cleveland  came  from  Connecticut  and  settled 
on  the  west  side  of  the  highway  just  south  of  Oliver  Smith 
Blake  in  the  Nelson  neighborhood ;  and  Jonathan  Merrill  settled 
at  Pro6le  Falls. 

In  that  part  of  New  Chester  now  Hill,  the  following  appear 
to  have  settled  in  1778  or  1779:  Philip  Roweil,  Lot  89,  First 
Division;  William  Bennett,  TM  85,  First  Division;  Nathaniel 
liartlett,  Lot  43.  Third  Division ;  Nathan  Colby,  Ainos  Stephen, 
Phineas  Sargent,  Reuben  Keezer,  Ebenezer  Wells,  and  William 
Murray;  in  Bridgewater,  Sinieou  Cross,  Lot  27,  First  Division; 
Jonathan  Cross,  Lot  28,  First  Division,  and  Ephraim  Webster. 

About  1780,  Mesliach  Gurdy  settled  just  north  of  Smith's 
river,  near  where  the  railroad  now  is,  coming  from  Sandown. 
During  the  next  few  years  his  two  sons,  Samuel  and  Jacob, 
cleared  land  111  what  was  afterwards  known  as  the  Locke  neigh- 
borhood, to  which  they  removed  later,  Samuel  settling  on  the 
Otis  Sanborn  farm  and  Jacob  on  the  Samuel  Muzzey  farm.  In 
1780,  Asa  Hastings  settled  on  the  Hastings  farm,  coming  from 
Alexandria.  In  1781,  Sherburn  Tilton  came  from  Sandown, 
bought  the  mill  lot  in  Bristol  village,  and  built  a  log  cabin  where 
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is  now  the  harness  shop  oi  Frank  W.  Bingham,  on  the  east  side 
of  South  Main  street  a  few  rods  south  of  the  river.  Tom  Puller 
came  this  year  and  made  a  home  on  the  south  side  of  New  Clies- 
ter  mountain,  near  the  Sleeper  burying-ground,  on  the  old  road 
over  the  mountain.  About  the  same  time,  or  as  enrly  as  1783, 
Daniel  Sleeper  settlc<l  on  the  hillside  east  of  NcwfountI  lake,  011 
the  f^aurn  R.  Mitchell  fann.  I'^l>cne/.or  Iiiti^aiis  removed  to  New 
Hampton  altout  this  lime ;  and  his  brother,  Jonathan,  succeeded 
him  on  the  Oren  Nelson  farm.  The  Danforth  farm,  vacated  by 
Jonathan  Ingalls,  was  now  occupied  by  a  new  comer,  Michael 
Moshier ;  while  new  settlers,  among  them  William  Powell  and 
Jonathan  Tirrell,  made  tlieir  homes  in  the  Locke  ueigliborhood. 
As  has  been  seen,  a  few  of  the  settlers  had  pushed  Imck 
from  the  main  road  along  the  1*cini^ewas.sel  into  the  interior  of 
the  town.  A  trail,  the  (orerunner  of  a  road,  was  extended  into 
what  is  now  the  Hall  neighborhood,  as  far  as  Oliver  Smith 
Blake's  new  home.  From  John  Kidder's  a  trail  extended  to  the 
Locke  neighborhood,  from  there  westerly,  passing  Bristol  Peak, 
down  the  hill  to  Daniel  Sleeper's  farm,  and  thence  to  the 
lake.  Another  trail  led  from  the  Locke  neighborhood  north  to 
the  site  of  the  Bridgewater  meettng-house,  and  others  to  the  main 
road  near  the  Pemigewasset  river.  Along  these  trails,  settlers 
made  their  homes,  until  this  was  the  most  thickly  settled  part  of 
the  town.  Here,  in  1785,  Samuel  Drew  wasa  new  settler,  coming 
from  Plymouth.  Here  a  little  later  came  Stephen  Thurston 
Brown,  also  from  Plymowth.  In  1780,  when  only  15  years  of  age, 
Benjamin  Locke  came  to  town  from  Sandown,  making  his  home 
for  three  years  with  his  uncle,  Tom  Locke.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  shouldered  a  pack  of  provisions,  and,  with  ax  in  hand, 
penetrated  the  wilderness  seven  miles,  and  located  on  Bridge- 
water  hill.  He  there  built  a  hut  and  cleared  land  for  a  home ; 
but  after  spending  a  year  or  two  in  that  lonely  rctrcal,  c()n.stantly 
annoyed  by  bears  and  other  wild  animals,  he  sold,  and  settled  in 
the  neighborhood  that  was  later  to  take  his  name;  where  he 
commenced  life  in  a  log  cabin  of  two  rooms  that  stood  near 
where  the  schoolhouse  now  stands.  His  bride  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  first  settler  in  New  Chester,  Such  men  as  these  gave 
the  neighborhood  a  name  that  is  still  fragrant  to  all  lovers  of 
sturdy,  upright  manhood. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  NEW  CHESTER,  ITS  INCOR- 
PORATION AND  ITS  DIVISION 

],ook  now  abroad — nnotlicr  race  lias  fiJled 
Tliusc  populous  borden — nidu  tlie  wood  recedei. 
And  towns  shoot  up,  aad  fertile  realms  are  tilled  1 
The  laud  is  full  of  harvests  and  green  meads. 

In  1 77.1,  the  number  of  voters  in  the  new  township  liad  become 
so  InrRc  that  ihe  questions  of  a  town  orKanixatioii,  tlie  election  of 
l<iwu  ofTicers,  and  Ihe  raising  of  taxes  lor  internal  improvements 
had  1>cconie  tin|X)rtaiit  ones.  These  questions  were  hastened  by 
the  indifference  of  tlie  proprietors.  These  men  were  not  entire- 
ly pleased  that  more  settlements  had  not  been  made,  that  the 
sales  of  land  had  been  so  few,  and  that  the  consequent  rise  in  the 
value  of  real  estate  had  not  met  their  expectations.  They  were, 
therefore,  slow  to  vote  appropriations  for  making  roads  for 
building  meeting-houses,  or  clearing  public  lots.  Indeed,  from 
the  fii'st,  they  iifKlectcd  todonmny  things  (hey  had  agreed  "to  do 
to  Iia.sten  the  seltlenicnt  ol  the  new  town. 

These  things  made  the  settlers  more  anxious  to  assist  them- 
selves, and  the  general  assembly  was,  therefore,  asked  this  sea- 
son to  organize  the  town.  The  assembly  responded  favorably 
by  authorizing  Col.  John  Goff'  to  proceed  to  New  Chester  and 
warn  the  legal  voters  to  meet  at  a  given  day  and  place  for  the 
election  of  town  officers.  This  Col.  Goff  did,  and  on  the  day  and 
hour  named  he  again  appeared,  called  the  meeting  to  order  and 
presided  with  all  the  dignity  of  n  man  calling  a  new  town  into 
ln'ing.  Joshua  Toliord,  Es(|.,  was  clecled  clerk.  It  seems  that 
Mr.  Tollord,  though  a  man  a)>ove  the  average  in  general  iutelH- 
gencc,  had  no  conception  of  the  importance  of  preserving  the 
records  of  this  meeting.  At  least,  he  furnished  none  for  the  use 
of  the  town,  and  the  oidy  knowledge  we  have  of  what  was  done 
that  day  conies  from  the  i>en  of  Carr  Huse,  in  the  following  docu- 
ment which  he  wrote  in  iSa2  : 

'Col.  John  Ooff  wiu  Imrn  in  Boston,  in  tSot,  and  settleil  at  Ooff's 
I'*iiltN.  lie  H'lU  II  ninn  of  eoniniaiidiit)(  presence  and  was  an  able  niilitarv 
onii'LT.  Ileeoninmndedn  scouting  p;irty  of  44  men  in  ■746;wbs  an  olli- 
«T  nmler  Oen.  Welib  nt  Albany  in  1757;  coniinanded  a  New  Hampshire 
rcginii'iit  a)!ai list  Canada  in  1760;  and  was  at  Tlconderoga  iti  1761.  Ue  was 
II  nieiiiber  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Dedford  in  1778.     He  died  about 
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thouf^ht  proper  for  the  Benefit  of  the  iuhabitAuts  of  New  Chester  ti 
known  to  the  inhabitants  how  the  Town  wu  mode  active  or  orgiuiizL-d  to 
enjoy  the  privileges  ns  otlivr  Towns  in  the  Stnte  Do  enjoy,  in  llie  yenr 
1773  Col.  John  Goll  wn*  uppolntul  l>y  tlic  GvultuI  Asaeuitily  of  lliia  ittiile 
to  Notify  and  warn  the  inliabltauts  of  New  Cheater  to  asaeniblE,  iind  meet 
at  Some  suitable  plnce  in  aniil  Town  in  ord<.-r  to  Choose  Town  officers  ami 
Col.  Goff  Nntified  tUi:  inlinliitiuiU  of  the  intenlioi)  to  iiKi-t  011  a  clt- 
tuin  tiay  at  the  IJwellint;  IloiiBc  of  Cntlirit;  Ifuvoiir  lu  New  Chester  oiisuid 
Day  at  n  certain  hour  and  the  inhnliitantB  assembled  aKreeable  to  notifics- 
tion  and  Col  Goff  presided  as  Moderator  und  openvd  the  Meeting  and 
Joshua  Tolford  Esq  was  Chosen  Town  Clerk  and  was  sworn  to  tliat  office 
Thomas  Crawford  Jr  Cutting  Favour  and  Carr  Hnae  were  Chosen  Asses- 
sors and  were  sworn  to  that  office  and  Peter  Sleeper  was  Chosen  Coa- 
Btable  or  Collector  and  sworn  to  that  office  and  lii(;li  way  Surveyors  were 
CliOHen  and  Sworn  to  oflice  iilul  (he  iiwi.iis(irH  inuili;  (he  Tkxch  niiil  Ciiiii- 
niitted  Itie  Taxes  to  tile  Collector  iigreeahlu  tu  the  I'recepts  with  u 
warrant  and  the  Collector  Collected  the  Tanes  and  paid  tliem  over  agree- 
able to  his  warrant  and  settled  with  the  assessors  and  the  assessore 
in  17^4  Noticed  and  warned  the  inhabitants  of  New  Chester  to  meet  on  a 
certain  Day  in  march  for  the  purpose  of  Choosing  Town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing  and  the  inhabitants  uiett  agreeable  to  Notification  and  the 
Meeting  was  opened  and  a  Moderator  was  Chosen  and  Carr  Iluse  was 
Chosen  Town  Clerk  and  in  a  short  time  was  Sworn  to  office  and  nil  other 
Town  olTicers  us  will  H|ipt'(ir  ruciirileil  on  tliL-  Town  lliMik  No.  1  :itid  Cnrr 
IIusv  tile  Town  ClL-rk  Ciilleil  repc^autUy  uii  Joslmii  Tulfonl  l':iii|  fur  the 
RL'Corils  for  the  year  1773  Imt  never  could  recover  tlienl  of  lijin  iitui  iih  the 
KcconlN  now  stiinilH  reconliil  no  one  iniin  will  lii'  ulilc  tii  niiike  known 
Fifty  years  hence  how  tliL-  'i'own  was  made  iiulive  to  act  as  u  Town  and 
the  above  named  Carr  Iluse  is  sensible  as  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  Settlers 
in  th<  Town  and  is  willing  to  Do  all  the  good  that  lays  in  his  power  to  Do 
for  the  Town  and  as  it  la  necessary  that  Some  thing  Should  be  Done  with 
Regard  for  that  years  record  if  the  Town  will  vote  01  consent  that  he 
Shall  have  the  Town  Book  No  1  and  enter  this  Beginning  of  the  Book  as 
there  is  room  left  Suffiscient  and  the  Taxes  with  the  warrant  annexed 
thereto,  as  that  Book  is  all  or  the  major  ^rt  of  his  writing  he  will  Do  it 
and  as  soon  as  he  can  as  he  has  the  coppies  of  the  Taxes  and  warrant  in 
his  possession  and  return  the  Book  to  the  Town  Clerk.  Carr  Muse. 

New  Chester  March  sd  iBii 

To  tlie  Select  Men  of  New  Chester. 

Surely  every  one  interested  in  the  history  of  New  Cheater, 
and  the  towns  carved  from  it,  has  reason  to  be  grateful  to  Carr 
Huse  for  his  thoughtfulness  in  writing  this  paper  and  thus  pre- 
serving from  oblivion  a  part  of  the  doings  of  this  first  town 
meeting,  as  well  as  for  many  other  acts  of  his  long  and  useful 
career  in  town. 

As  will  be  noted,  the  exact  date  of  this  first  town  meeting  is 
not  stated.  It  must,  however,  have  been  in  the  early  fall  fol- 
lowing the  adjournment  of  the  assembly,  as  the  inventory  was 
taken  by  the  assessors  elected  at  this  meeting  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Peter  Sleeper,  the  constable  or  collector,  Oct.  13,  of 
that  year. 
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We  present   liere   tlic  first   inventory  ol  tlie  town,  taken 
presumably  in  September,  1773: — 
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1 

i 
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1 

11 
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Dnvitt  tflntrrnoii 

Q 

_. 

_ 

^ 

J 

Natliiiutcl  Saiiboru 

Hetiry  Wells 

0 

a 

ZI'I 

Cnrr  Hw«e 

4 

Jiicob  llcntli 

ij-a 

Jacob  Wellfl 
Tiltoo  Bennett 

_ 

i-i 

Nnson  Cass 

3i-» 

5 

CutliiiK  I'nvor 

Jauies  Mouhoi. 

0 

Joaeph  Sanborn 

Robert  Forsaith 

8 

Joshua  Tolford,  Esq. 

3 

s 

I  saw  mill 

Peter  Sleeper 

3 

i 

Gideon  Sleeper 

John  Kidder 

grist  mill  3  s 

Moses  Worlhen 

Samuel  Worttien 

Kbtiuv.ir  hiKiills 

Joiialliun  Inw'l'B 
Thoa.  Locke 

1) 

u 

0 

1) 

1-1 

Benjamin  Eumona 

6 

Chase  Fuller 

Edmond  Eastman 

6 

Nathan  Sleeper 

new 

John  Smith 

Darid  Cross 

John  Mitchell 
Thoa.  Crawford 

nve 

itory 

n  of 

from  here. 

I'eter  Hcalli 

Tli<«.  Cr..wf..r.l,Jr. 

onlh.  Cniwfurd 

oeiah  tleutli 

ohn  Clark 

Andrew  Crage 

Jonth.  Morgan 

A  part  of  the  a1)ove  inventory  is  missing ;  but  tlie  list  of 
names  is  complete,  showing  that  there  were  at  tliis  time  thirty- 
seven  taxpayers  in  town,  and  enough  of  the  inventory  remains 
to  show  the  extreme  poverty  of  tlie  people.  It  will  be  noted 
that  only  two  horses  and  five  yoke  of  oxen  were  taxed,  as  being 
owned  by  the  twenty-eight  persons  first  named,  and  five  of  these 
persons  bad  no  cow.  The  total  taxes  assessed  amounted  to  two 
pounds,  five  shillings  and  eight  pence. 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  warrant  for  the  annual  town 
meeting  in  March,  1774,  and  the  record  of  the  procecdinss 
as  made  by  the  town  clerk.  This  official,  however,  did  not  sign 
his  record. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire. 
Grnfton  SS. 

Tlicse  Eire  to  Notify  mid  Wiini  tlii.'  Freeh o1ili;rs  itiid  otiier  liihabitiiiTts 
in  the  Town  of  New  Chtster  Qualified  By  I^w  to  Vote  to  Assemble  and 
Meet  at  the  Dwelling  House  of  Mr  Jonatlian  Ingnlla  in  &l  New  Chester  on 
Tuesday  tlie  twenty  Second  Day  of  March  next  at  ten  of  the  Clock  In  tlie 
Forenoon  To  Act  on  the  Following  Articles  (Viz) 

ily      To  Cliuse  a  Moderator  to  Govern  Said  Meeting 

Wy    To  Chnse  a  Town  Clerk 

3^1y    To  Chnse  ussesHorti  for  the  yeiir  ensuing^ 

it'I'ly   To  Clitise  a  Collector  for  tlie  yeiir  Kiisuiiig 

S>>>ly  To  Chnse  any  other  Town  oHicltb  or  to  net  upon  any  other 
thing  that  is  Proper  or  thought  Necessary  Given  under  our  hands  at  New 
Chester  this  twenty  fifth  day  of  February  1774 

Carr  Huse         1  AsseMors  For 
Cutting  Favor  /    New  Chester 

At  ft  Ivegnt  Meeting  Held  this  twenty  Second  Diiy  of  March,  1774,  in 
New  Chester  at  the  Dwelling  llouae  of  Jonathan  Ingalls 

iiuiy     Nason  Cass  was  Chosen  Modernlor  For  to  Govern  B<l  Meeting 

a^\y  Ciirr  Ihise  wiis  Cliosen  Town  Clerk  for  the  yenr  ICnsuing and 
Sworn 

3<lly     Carr  Huse  was  Chosen  an  Assessor  for  the  year  Ensuing  and 

4>i>ly  Peter  Sleeper  was  Chosen  an  Assessor  for  the  year  Ensuing  and 
was  Sworn 

jthiy  Thomas  Crawford  J'  was  Chosen  an  Assessor  For  the  year  En- 
suing &  WHS  Sworn 

fiihly  Robert  Forsaith  was  Chosen  Collector  for  the  year  Ensuing 
and  was  Sworn 

7<i>ly  Andrew  Craige  was  Chosen  a  Surveyor  of  high  ways  I'or  the 
year  Knsuing  &  was  Sworn 

8'lily  Joimtlioii  Crawford  was  Chosen  a  Surveyor  of  high  ways  For 
the  year  Ensuing  &  was  Sworn 

9>h!y  Benlamin  Emmons  was  Chosen  a  Surveyor  of  high  ways  for  the 
year  Ensuing  &  was  Sworn 

loihiy  F^benezer  Ingalls  was  Chosen  a  Surveyor  of  high  ways  for  the 
yenr  Hnsuing  &  was  Sworn 

nth  Robert  Forsaith  was  Chosen  a  Surveyor  of  high  ways  for  the 
year  ICuHuing  jlc  was  Sworn 

Iilh  Iknry  WelJH  wiis  ChoHen  a  Surveyor  of  high  ways  fur  the  year 
Ensuing  Ik.  was  Swum 

At  the  annual  meeting,  March  21,  1775,  it  was  "Voted  that 
the  Assessors  Shall  Take  the  Money  that  is  in  Lieut.  Robert 
Forsaith's  hands  if  there  is  Enough  For  to  Buy  a  Town  Book 
and  a  Juror  Box," 

The  subject  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town  began  to  be 
agitated  soon  after  its  organization.  The  question  was  whether  it 
slioutd  be  incorporated  as  one  town  or  two.  These  early  settlers 
could  easily  foresee  that  the  whole  o(  the  township  was  destined  to 
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be  settled ;  nitd  there  was  a  seiitiiiiciit  ainoiig  tlie  more  intelligent 
that  ill  time  two  towns  would  be  carved  from  its  territory,  and 
that  it  would  be  wiser  to  create  two  towns  at  the  time  of  its  in- 
corporation than  at  some  subsequent  date.  Naturally,  the  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  a  division  was  stronger  before  the  incorporation 
of  the  town  than  afterwards,  when  the  number  of  tlie  inhabitants 
had  largely  increased  and  the  town  had  existed  harmoniotisly 
for  a  lew  years. 

The  desire  for  incorporation  culminated  in  a  town  meeting 
held  May  20,  1776,  at  the  house  of  Joiiatliaii  Ingalls,  who  re- 
sidcil  just  cast  of  Dantorth  brook.  'I'lie  second  article  in  the 
warrant  was  "To  See  if  the  Inhabitants  of  Sd  Town  will  agree 
to  have  the  Town  Incorporated,"  The  following  is  a  copy  ol 
the  record  ol  the  town  on  this  point : 

Voted  tlmt  the  Town  Sliould  be  Incorporated. 

Voted  that  the  Town  should  Re  Incorporated  hito  two  Towni. 

Votul  that  the  Town  Should  lice  [livided  nt  the  North  Boat  Comer  of 
Ix>t  Nn.  slj'  at  I'eiiiiigtsnwnwiett  Kivur  &  So  Kiniiiiiig  upou  S^  Line  till  it 
Shall  Strike  New  I'ouud  pond  &  So  Iiicludiug  all  the  Land  upou  the 
South  Side  of  S<l  pntid  to  the  l^wer  Town. 

Nov.  20,  1776,  another  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Jonathan  Ingalls  "To  See  if  the  Town  Inhabitants  will  agree 
to  Petition  to  the  General  Court  For  to  have  Sd  Town  Ship  In- 
corporated in  to  two  Distinct  Towns  allowing  Newfound  River 
To  Be  the  Dividing  Line  between  Sd  Towns."     At  this  meeting 


Vitteil  That  New  Chefller  Shoulil  lie  litcorporntcil  Into  Two  Dintinct 
TnwTin  .%  Newfound  I'und  River  to  De  the  Uivldiiig  Uue  Uetweeu  Sd 
Towns. 

The  next  month  the  following  petition  was  signed  by  twen- 
ty-three ol  the  legal  voters  of  the  town,  and  presented  to  The 
Honorable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives : 

To  the  Hoiinunilile  Council  and  ItoiLse  of  Kepreseiitiitives  of  the  Colony 

of  New  llaniiwliire 

The  Humble  I'etUion  of  the  Inhabitantn  of  the  Townahip  of  New 
Chester  Wee  the  liihabitunti  of  SJ  N.  Chester  Do  Labour  uoder  mauy 
Grievances  and  disadvautages  for  want  of  au  In  Corporation  whereby  wee 
BiiRht  have  officers  Hndoweil  with  Power  and  Authority  as  other  Towns 
in  tbia  Colony  Ho  Knjoy  We  therefore  Humbly  I'ray  your  Hoaours  to 
Grant  us  a  Charter  of  In  Corporation — Inventiufr  un  with  the  Powers 
I'rivi1e(1>;i-s  ami  Authorities  as  Oilier  Towns  within  this  Colony  have  it  is 
the  desire  of  your  Humble  relilioners  that  the  S<l  Township  may  He  In 
Corporaled  into  two  DiKliiict  Towns  if  your  tlonoufn  rleaae,  Ity  Reiuion 
of  (he  Township  lieiui;  Very  l.on)r,  which  will  abundantly  llest  Accouio- 
ilnte  the  tnimbilAnU  of  S<l  Town  Ship,  it  is  desired  tliat  S<l  Towns  may  Be 
Divided  at  New  Fouud  River   So  Called  Allowing  the  upper  Towns  to 


'  Juat  east  of  Solon  DoUoffs  laud. 
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include  the  privileges  for  mills  upon  S^  River  within  the  I.imils  of  S^ 
Town,  and  your  Ilamble  Petitioners  ns  in  Duty  Bound  Slmll  liver  I'riiy 

N.  Chester  December  94th  1776 
Jonathan  Crawford  Robert  Crawford  Itenj  McAllester 

Joeah  heath  Mason  Cuss  Kol>t  I'orsitli 

Tlios  Crawford  Jum  John  Mitchell  Uenicniin  liniery 

John  Clark  n'»Icon  S1ci:tH.-r  Ciirr  llusv 

Cutting  favour  Ueubcn  Welts  David  Jinicrson 

JODiithaii  Ingalls  John  Smith  Joshua  Tolford 

oeeph  Sanborn  Nathaniel  Sanborn  Tiltou  Bennett 

Jiicob  wells  lohn  IIiibbcII 

This  paper  contained  the  names  of  more  than  a  majority  of  all 
the  voters  in  town ;  but  for  some  reason  the  legislature  did  not  act 
on  the  petition.  At  the  next  annual  town  meeting,  this  qnes- 
ttoii  was,  therefore,  again  considered,  and  the  vote  of  the  town 
was  still  in  favor  of  the  incorporation  of  the  territory  of  New 
Chester  into  two  townships.  In  Octoljer  of  that  year,  1778,  an- 
other petition  was  sent  to  the  General  Court  which  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  the  General  Court  of  the  State  of  New  llunipshire— 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  New 
Chester.  Wee  the  Inhnbitaiita  of  S^l  Township  Do  l^ilMr  ntidur  Miiuy 
Grievances  uiid  Dlsiiilvan(ii|;eii  fi>r  Wniit  ol  iiu  lniiir]Hinilkin  whereby  wee 
uilKbt  have  ollicers  endowed  with  Power  atid  uulhorily  and  that  wuc 
might  Lay  out  our  highways  So  that  wee  Might  make  and  Repair  them 
So  that  travilers  nii^t  Safely  travel,  or  pass  through  the  Town  Ship 
saifly  for  want  of  which  wee  are  Senaible  Some  of  your  Honoun  are  sen- 
sible of  and  many  more  Difficultiea  which  wee  labor  under,  we  therefore 
Hunbly  Pray  your  Honours  to  Grant  us  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  In- 
vesting UB  with  the  Powers  Privileges  and  authorities  as   other  Towns 


ble  Petitioners 


II  Duety 


<>r 


within   this   State   Do  Injoy  ntid  y< 
Itouiid  Shall  liver  Pray 

New  Chester  October  is*  1778 

It  is  Desired  that  the  Town  May  lie  hicoriKi 
New  Chester 

Can-  Huae  Jacob  wells 

Cutting  favour  Abner  fellows 

Chase  fuller  Iteniamin  Emons 

thamas  Lock  Samuel  Worthen 

Jonathan  Crawford  Simeon  Cross 

moses  Worthen  Thcophilus  Snnborn 

Gideon  Sleeper  John  Cleavelaiul 

John  BuBsell  Nathaniel  Sanborn 


This  petition,  as  will  be  observed,  made  no  reference  to  the 
division  of  the  town,  and  this  fact  may  have  accounted  for  the 
more  prompt  and  favorable  action  of  the  tegislatnre  at  this  time. 
However  this  may  be,  an  act  of  incorporation  was  passed  Nov. 
20,  1578,  and  Carr  Hnse  was  anthori^ted  to  call  the  first  town 
meetnig.     The  charter  reads  as  follows : 


Til  ton  Rennet 
John  Eme.-y 
Bbenr  In^lls 
Jonathanlngalls 
Jcaiali  heath 
Peter  Sleeper 
John  Kidder 
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III  llic  yiiir€>f  imr  l^nl  one  UiiiuhiiiiiI  Seven  Iluiidrutl  &  Suvciily  Jiight 
Sliitc  of  New  llajti  pal  lire. 

AN  ACT  to  liicurporutL'  n  plnce  culled  Nfw  Clicalw  ill  Uie  County  of 
Grafton. 

Whekeas  a  Petition  has  been  proferred  to  the  Geueral  Court  in  be- 
half of  the  Inhabitants  of  a  Tract  of  I^nd  called  New  Chester  in  the 
County  of  Graftotl  setting  forth  thot  they  Labour  under  great  incon- 
veniences for  want  of  an  incorporation  8c  prajduK  that  they  may  be  incor- 
porated of  which  public  notice  has  been  given  &  no  Objection  has  been 

lie  it  tlurcfork;  l-^inctiil  liy  the  Council  ,t  liiiiise of  Ri:]>resciitiitives  in 
Gtniriil  Court  iiHittinlilcd  it  by  tliu  nutliurity  of  llie  snnie  tlliit  there  be, 
and  liereby  is  a  Towusliip  Hrected  &  iucorpomtcd  by  the  name  of  New 
Chester.  Bounded  Northerly  on  Plymouth,  Westerly  on  Alexandria  &. 
Hiedelbourg,  Southerly  by  New  Britton  &  F.asterly  on  Pcmigewasaet 
River  including  all  the  Islands  in  said  River  against  said  Tract.  And  the 
Inhabitants  of  said  tract  are  hereby  erected  Into  a  body  Politic  &  Corpor- 
ate to  have  continuance  and  Succession  forever,  and  invested  with  all  the 
pmvt'm  K:  enrniiicliiMil  with  itlt  the  Rii;hln  privileges  niid  liiiui  unities 
K'hich  ally  Town  iti  this  Kliile  lioldii  and  enjuya  To  hold  to  the  snid  lu- 
liiiliiLintn  iiHil  their  Snccessora  for  ever. 

Ami  Knrr  Hughes  ia  hereby  aulliorizcd  to  cull  a  uiectiiig  of  said  In- 
hiiliilniits  to  cliiise  all  ucecss.-iry  and  Custoniiiry  Town  OITiccrs  giving 
I'ourteeii  days  notice  of  the  Time  and  place  &  design  of  such  meet- 
ing and  the  Officers  tlien  chosen  ahnll  hereby  be  invested  with  all 
tite  power  of  auch  OllicefS  as  in  any  Other  Town  in  this  State,  and  every 
other  meeting  which  shall  tie  annually  held  in  said  Town  for  that  pur- 
pose shall  be  on  the  Third  Monday  of  March  forever. 
State  of  New  Hniiipshire. 

In  the  llotiHeof  Rfpniientiitivcs  Novemlivr  i3lh,  1 778  The  foregoing 
Hill  liiiviug  Will  Koiid  u  Third  Time.  Vuled  thot  tliu  Same  pass  to  be 
Enacted.     Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

John  I^ngdon,  Speaker. 

This  charter  embraced  all  the  territory  acquired  by  pur- 
chase by  tlie  New  Chester  proprietors,  Sept.  14,  1753,  shown  in 
a  previous  chapter,  and  iucluded  the  present  towns  of  Hill,  Bris- 
tol, and  Bridgewater,  except  a  small  portion  south  of  Smith's 
river  which  was  translerred  from  Alexandria  to  New  Chester, 
Dec.  20,  1S20.  It  also  inclttdod  a  small  jxirtioii  set  off  lo  Wil- 
iiiot,  Dec.  21,  1832,  and  another  strip  set  off  to  Daubury,  June 
26.  1858. 

On  the  27th  day  of  Jauuary,  1779,  Carr  Huse  issued  the 
call  (or  tlie  first  town  meeting  under  the  charter,  which  is  here 
given : 

Stale  of  New  nniiiiwhire  Hraftou  SK 

Where  iw  an  Act  of  lneor|iomti<in  lly  the  Geiicnd  Court  of  S<1.  Stale 
have  Ill-en  graiitnl  to  llie  Town  of  New  Chester  Bearing  Dale  November 
Uiu  13th  1778  Authorising  Me  the SulMcriber  ToCall  the  first  Meeting  Tu 
Cliuse  nil  Necessary  and  Custoinnry  Town  OITiccra  Giving  Fourteen  Uays 
Notts  of  the  Time  and  Place  and  Design  of  Such  Meeting. 

These  are  therefore  to  Notify  and  Warn  all  the  Freeholders  and  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  New  Chester  to  Assemble  and  Meet  at  the 
Dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Abuer  Pellowa  in  New  Ctiester  on  Monday  the 
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15th  Dav  of  March  next  EDaaing  at  Eleven  of  the  Clock  in  the  forenoon 
of  Sd.  Day 

i\y    To  Chuse  a  Moderator  to  Regulate  Sd.  Meeting 

aly    To  Chuse  a  Town  Cleric  For  the  year  enauliig 

3ly    To  Cinise  a  Coiistiibh;  or  Collector  I'or  tlic  year  I^iimiiii^; 

4ly    To  Chuec  Sulect  iiieu  for  thu  year  ensuing. 

sly    To  Chnsc'  Surveyors  of  Higliwuys  For  the  year  I^nauing. 

61y  ToSw!  whiit  Smn  of  Momy  tin: Town  will  Vole  Ui  Ik-  KiiiiU'd  iiinl 
liiilil  uiil  Vut  rruiiiThiiiK  ill  llik'  Town  (lie  year  tCiiHiiiiig 

7ly  To  See  jf  the  Town  will  Chuse  a  Committee  for  to  Lay  out  and 
Return  highways  throughout  the  Towu  that  are  necessary. 

Sly  To  See  what  Sum  of  Money  the  Towu  will  Raise  toward*  Clear- 
ing highways  and  Repairing  of  them  the  year  ensuing. 

9ly  To  See  what  money  the  Town  will  Raise  for  Schooling  the  year 
Ensuing. 

loly  To  Chnse  nil  other  Town  OITiccrs  or  to  Act  upon  any  other  tiling 
tlmt  is  wanting  or  m.CL'siuiry. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  New  Chester  this  twenty  Seventh  Day  of 
February  1779 

Carr  Huse 

The  copy  of  the  act  ol  incorporation  sent  Carr  Hiise  was, 
by  a  singular  oversight,  incomplete,  in  that  it  did  not  contain  any 
reFerence  to  the  action  of  tlie  Senate,  and  it  did  not  fippear  that 
the  chief  executive  of  the  state  had  given  the  act  his  approval, 
Carr  Huse  evidently  did  not  notice  this  irregularity  and  sup- 
po.sed  the  date  of  incor]>oration  to  be  Nov.  13,  when  the  act 
passed  the  House,  and  so  stated  in  liis  warrant,  whereas  the 
actual  date  of  incorporation  was  Nov.  20.  However,  the  meet- 
ing was  held,  and  business  was  transacted ;  and  the  towu  has 
continued  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  without  any 
serious  consequences  by  reason  of  this  error  in  the  calling  of 
Ibis  first  towu  meeting.  The  record  o(  thi.s  first  meeting  was  as 
follows : 

At  an  annual  and  Ije|;al  Meeting  ]  leld  nt  (he  house  of  Mr.  Ahner  Kel- 
lowB  in  New  Chester  Firstly  Abuer  Fellows  was  Chosen  Moderator  to 
Regulate  S^  Meeting 

Secondly  Carr  Huse  was  Chosen  Town  Clerk  for  the  Year  Ensuing 
and  is  Sworn 

Thirdly  Nason  Cass  was  Chosen  Constable  for  the  year  Ensuing 

Fourthly  Carr  Huse  was  Chosen  a  Selectman  for  the  Yeur  Ensuing 
Thomas  Crawford  Jr.  was  Chosen  a  Selectman  for  the  Year  Ensuing  I,ieut 
Peter  Sleeper  was  Chosen  a  Selectniiin  for  the  year  Ensuing  and  were  all 

Fifthly  Jacob  Wells  Cutting  Favour  Theophilue  Sanborn  Chase  Ful- 
ler &  Jonathan  Crawford  each  and  all  were  Chosen  Surverora  of  high 
ways  for  the  Year  Bnsuing  and  were  Sworn 

Sixthly  Voted  to  Chuse  a  Committee  For  to  Lay  out  and  Return  high 
ways  through  the  Town  that  are  necessary 

Seventhly  Capt  Cutting  Favour  Lieut  Robert  Forsaith  and  Lieut 
Peter  Sleeper  was  Chosen  a  Committee  for  the  Lower  End  of  the  Town  to 
Lay  out  and  Return  high  ways  Thomas  Crawford  Jr  Ensign  llcnjamin 
Emons  and  Jonathan  Crawford  were  Chosen  a  Committee  for  the  uper 
End  For  to  I^y  out  mid  Return  high  ways  through  the  Town  that  arc 
NeceMiiry  for  the  present  year 
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l\illl'lly  Vt>lLtl  to  Riiiitc  two  tliousiiiKl  noUiirs  lo  He  workt  out  upoit 
Ibe  highways  for  the  preseut  year 

Ninthly  Voted  that  Men  should  have  one  pound  ten  shillings  per 
Diiy  for  l^iliour  iii>on  the  hijjh  wnys  for  tin-  prixeiit  year 

Tcntlily  Thonins  L<ock  iind  Chase  I'uller  were  Clioseu  Deep  Keepers 
for  tlie  preseut  year 

Hlerenth  Thomas  Crawford  Jr.  Nathanael  Saudborn  and  Jonathan 
Ingals  were  Cliosen  Hog  Rcafa  for  tlie  present  year 

Twelveth  Voted  to  Chuse  two  men  asa  Committee  For  to  Go  to  Clerk 
Joshua  Tolford  to  Git  a  Coppy  of  all  that  was  acted  Concerning  Building 
aud  Keeping  Mills  on  Newfound  Klver' 

Tliirtei-nth  Mr.  Ahiier  I'ellows  and  Capt.  Cutting  Favour  were 
ClKwen  II  Cuinniitti'L'  for  llmt  jiur|H>sc 

This  meeting  is  adjouriied  niitil  the  First  Wednesday  in  April  next 
Ensuing  at  Mr.  Abner  Fellows  at  ten  of  the  Clock  in  the  foreuooa 

Met  agreeable  to  the  adjourument  and  proceeded  as  follows  (vii) 

Firstly  Capt.  Cutting  Favour  was  Chosen  Cunstable  for  the  year  En- 
suiUK  and  wan  Sworn 

Secondly  Jonathan  Merrill  was  Chosen  Town  Treasurer  for  the  year 
Ensntiic 

This  meeting  is  Dixsulved 

Carr  Iluse  Town  Clerk 

At  tlie  next  ainiiiat  town  meeting,  in  1779,  the  most  notable 
vote  was  to  raise  lour  thousand  dollars  for  liighways  and  to  pay 
filteen  dollars  per  day  for  labor  on  the  highways.  In  explana- 
tion of  this  vote  it  should  be  said  that  the  currency  then  in  use 
was  worth  but  a  lew  cents  on  the  dollar.  One  year  later,  when 
the  money  of  the  Colonies  was  on  a  more  substantial  basis,  only 
^00  was  raist'd  (or  liinliwny.s,  and  the  laborer  was  paid  but  fifty 
cents  per  day  for  his  work. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Abner  Fellows,  Mar.  18, 
1782,  David  Knicrson,  Nason  Cass,  and  Abner  L'ellows  were 
chosen  a  committee  "for  to  call  the  former  Selectmen  and  Con- 
stables to  account  and  make  settlement."  This  vote  does  not 
imply  any  wrong  doing  on  the  part  oi  the  officers  named  or  lack 
of  confidence  in  them.  This  committee  was  elected  each  year 
and  acted  as  auditors,  and  had  authority  to  settle  the  selectmen's 
accounts.  A  low  years  later  it  became  the  custom  (or  the  select- 
men and  others  to  present  their  accounts  in  open  town  meeting, 
and  they  were  there  accepted  or  rejected. 

At  this  meeting,  Abner  Fellows  was  elected  constable  and 
declined  to  serve,  and  the  following  record  was  made  as  a  part 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  day : 


'As  appears  elsewhere,  tlie  milt  lot  on  Newfound  river  was  one  of  the 
pnblic  lots.  It  was  deeded  to  Maj.  John  Tolford  ou  condition  that  he 
should  erect  aud  operate  mills  there  for  the  bcnerit  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town.  It  was  claimed  at  this  time  that  these  mills  were  not  so 
operated.  Joshua  Tolford  was  clerk  of  the  proprietors  aud  presumably 
had  thi:  records,  hence  this  vote. 
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Sleeper  and  Thomas  Crawford  and  the  Said  Pellowa  Refused  aad  would 
not  take  the  oath. 

Carr  Huse  Juetlce  Peace 

According  lo  a  return- made  by  tlie  selectmen,  Sept.  25, 
1783,  lliere  were  tlien  in  town  353  inlinbitants;  only  twenty-six 
framed  houses,  and  twenty-eight  framed  barns,  from  which  it 
would  seem  that  the  larger  part  of  the  j}eople  were  still  living  in 
log  cabins. 

The  selectmen  were  frequently  called  upon  to  furnish  food 
and  lodgings  for  those  traveling  who  had  no  means  of  paying 
their  own  way.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  1784,  it  was  voted  to 
give  no  entertainment  to  those  traveling  on  Sunday.  In  1786, 
the  town  put  itself  on  record  against  paper  money. 

Previous  to  1785,  the  lands  owned  by  non-residents,  most  of 
whom  were  the  proprietors  of  the  town,  were  not  subject  to  a 
highway  tax,  and  while  these  persons  were  benefited  by  the 
building  of  roads,  they  paid  nothing  towards  their  construction 
or  maintenance.  This  was  so  manifestly  mjjust  that  in  Septem- 
ber, 1785,  the  following  petition  was  sent  to  the  president  of  the 
state  and  the  general  assembly  : 

To  IliH  ItxuullL'iicy  the  Vnniiknt  »iii1  lo  the  IU>tii>urii1>lc  the  Si-iiiito  ft 

tloiiBeof  Kei>reiietilutivca  in  GeiiiTiil  Aiuiembiy  Coiiveiid  ut  Coiitonl 

Oct'  1785 

Wee  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  New  Cheater  Being  Desireoua  of 
Proinoteing  the  Publick  Good  and  the  Settlement  of  the  Western  part  of 
the  State  which  at  present  is  a  great  part  Uncultivated  and  as  it  is  lilghly 
Necessary  that  Good  Roads  Should  Be  Made  aud  kept  in  Repair  In  order 
that  People  mi^lit  pass  and  Repaaa  Ptotn  one  part  of  the  state  to  the 
other  witli  as  Little  Trouble  and  difficulty  as  Possible  and  the  Town  of 
New  Cliester  is  a  very  IiOiig  Town  it  is  betwi^eii  iiinetei^n  >S:  twenty  miles 
in  IiCiigth  oa  the  Roiid  goes  besides  n  very  Itml  Muniinliiiii  wtiieli  Must  ix; 
CromI  uiid  wee  liuve  Sevend  liong  Itridges  SontL'  nf  whii-h  we  biive  ltii.-ii 
obliged  to  lluild  twice  in  u  year  ily  reason  of  I'reHliels.  in  Short  wev  have 
upwards  of  Fifty  Miles  of  Koada  already  in  the  Town  to  maintain,  8l  Itut 
Eighty  Six  polls  in  the  town  which  makes  It  such  a  Burden  to  us  that  wee 
are  not  able  to  Make  our  Koada  Good  without  Some  help  therefore  wee 
pray  your  Excellency  and  Honours  to  grant  the  Town  tbe  Liberty  to  Tax 
the  Lands  of  the  Nonresidents  Lyiiig  in  the  Town  to  the  higbways  in 
Such  a  way  as  your  Excellency  &  Houours  in  yonr  wisdom  Shall  think 
Beat,  and  your  Petitioners  as  fn  Duety  Bound  will  Kver  Pniy 

New  Cliester  Scptv:iii>''  i^lU  1 


Benjn  Hoard nmn 
Joseph  marsh  all 
Peter  heutli 
Simeon  Cross 
Joseph  Sanborn 
Joseph  Iloyt 
Winsor  Gooldcn 
Mlcliiiel  Mosbier 
Case  fuller 
John  Sleeper 
Carr  Ihiae 


s  Hoard  niiin 
Seth  Spencer 
David  Craig 
Cutting  Favour 
David  plum 
willium  inurray 
John  Cleuvlanil 
Thiimas  lioek 
Jacob  Peas  lee 
John  Tilton 
Diivid  Rinerson 


John  Milchel 
Joaiah  Brown  J' 
Alexander  Craig 
Jonathan  Merrill 
Nathan  Colby 
J:icol>  Gurdy 
John  Cleaveliind  Jni 
Daniel  Ileiith 
Sherheru  Tilton 

John  

willoni  Beiiet 
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losiali  IiL'atti 
John  Buasell 
Thomas  Crawford 
Jutinthnii  Crawford 
Peter  Sleeper 
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ICplnii  WebHtLT 
Jacob  wells 
Reuben  wells 
Johu  Smith 
Atiiicr  fellows 
Sherburn  Sou  born 
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Niiliiaiiiel  SahlKirn 
TliouiBS  Kowell 
t  ho  mas  Wells 
Nanoii  Casa 
Moses  Sleeper 
Theophilus  Sanborn 

The  result  was,  the  assembly  passed  an  act  authorizitig  the 
town  to  tax  the  non-resideiit  lands  for  the  two  years  next  en- 
suing. 

The  next  step  in  the  development  of  the  territory  embraced 
in  the  old  town  of  New  Chester  was  the  division  of  the  town. 
Though  a  distressing  war  had  prevailed  for  more  than  half  of  the 
time  since  the  organization  of  the  town,  material  advancement 
had  been  made.  Now  that  peace  had  returned  and  the  finances 
of  the  country  had  been  placed  on  a  firmer  basis,  the  prospects 
of  the  town  were  decidedly  brighter  than  at  any  previous  time 
iu  its  history.  With  llie  dawn  of  1787,  the  question  of  the  divi- 
,siou  of  the  town  was  actively  a};ilated.  At  the  annual  town 
meeting  the  qiicslion  came  up  tor  action,  and  the  town  voted  in 
favor  of  a  division  at  Sniltli's  river.  This  vote  was  then  recon- 
sidered and  a  vote  was  passed  favoring  a  division  of  the  town  at 
a  line  ruiunng  from  the  Pemigewasset  river  between  Lots  55  and 
56,  to  tile  westerly  end  of  these  lots,  thence  in  a  straight  line  to 
the  outlet  of  Newfound  lake. 

Notwithstanding  this  vote,  public  sentiment  was  divided. 
There  were  those  who  were  opi>oscd  to  any  change ;  those  who 
wislie<l  to  have  the  territory  of  New  Chester  divided  into  two 
towns,  and  those  who  advocated  the  formation  of  two  new 
towns,  one  to  be  composed  of  the  northern  part  of  New  Chester, 
and  the  other  of  the  central  part  of  New  Chester  and  the  eastern 
part  of  Alexandria.  The  people  in  the  eastern  part  of  Alexan- 
dria were  nearly  a  unit  in  favor  of  this  last  named  plan.  The 
result  was,  two  petitions  and  a  remonstrance  were  sent  to  the 
assembly.  The  first  petition  was  dated  Aug,  23,  1787,  and  read 
ns  follows : 

State  of  New  Ilaiupahire 
To  the  lloiioiimble  Senate  and  lloiine  of  Representatives  of  siiitl  State  to 
be  convened  at  Chariestowu  on  the  Second  Wednesday  of  September 
AD,  1787. 

The  Petitiou  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Chester  In  said  State  Hum- 
bly Rhewetli,  Wee  yonr  PetUioncrs  J.ii)>orJiig  under  many  Tliiricultics  nnil 
llw:..lv.inli.[,'vsn.  iHir  priwiil  Ciniinistancis  by  Kiawin  .ifllic  Town  lie- 
UiK  HkcixiVuik  !'<■")!  anil  in  0110  iiliiru  lint  a  very  lilLli:  niunj  than  a  niitc 
uMe,  whirh  iniiken  it  very  diflicuit  for  the  Major  jinrt  of  the  People  to  at- 
U'lul  I'liblick  Wiirsliip  when  we  have  preiiehiiin  in  the  towji,  and  like 
M-t»e  to  Attend  Town  Meetings,  as  it  is  Couimoiily  bad-traveliii);  wlien  we 
Jiave  our  Annual  meetities,  the  Town  is  more  than  uiueteeu  Miles  in 
JcttKth.  Wee  your  Humble  Petitioners  Earnestly  Request  that  your  Bx- 
cef  Jt'ncy  aud  Honours  would  Divide  the  Town  of  New  Cbealer  into  two 
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Towns,  and  that  it  nia.7  be  Divided  at  Newfound  River  So  Called  ^vs) 
Begiuaitig  at  the  tuottth  of  Newfound  River  aud  running  up  said  River 
untill  it  come  to  Newfound  pond,  then  running  on  the  Easterly  ahore  of 
aaid  pond  untill  it  comes  to  the  Town  line  between  New'Uieater  and  Ply- 
mouth,' and  your  petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  will  ever  Pray 
New  Chester  August  33th  1787 


Carr  II  use 
Reuben  Wells 
juhn  IlitHHell 
Nut  hail  Colby 
Peter  heath 
Jonathan  Ingalls  Jun 
Blias  Board  man 
Jonath  In  gala 
Joseph  Marshall 
Joseph  Kmons 
Moses  I'cllowa 
Simeon  Cross 
Daniel  Heath 
James  heath 
Jonathan  heath 
David  powell 
Alexander  Craige 


Nathaniel  Sanlforn 
Ephni  Webster 
Cutting  (iivour 
Michael  Mosher 
Thomas  Huse 
John  fellows 
Jonathan  Holt 
Seth  Spencer 
Jonathan  Carlton 
Uiihmini  CUirt 
John  Mitchil  Juiir 
Ziba  Tow  1 1  send 
Chase  Fullar 
John  Ivsdd 
Samuel  Drew 
David  Craig 
Robt  Craige 


David  l-'liiersiin 
ThoiniiN  Rowi-tl 
Josq.!.  J«,.»<M. 
Thouias  Loch 
Samuel  worth  en 
Benj  Board  man 
John  Mitch  el 
Joaiah  Krown 
Jacob  Fellows 
Isiiac  Se liter 
Joiialliaii  Crawford 
Itenhiiuiii  liiiioiis 
William  Powell 
Joaiah  heath 
John  heath 
James  Craige 


This  was  followefl  by  the  following;  petition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Alexandria  and  New  Chester  : 

To  the  Iloiiounible  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  Con vcneil 
at  Churlestown  the  Second  Wednesday  of  Septr  A.  I).  1787. 
The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a  part  of  New  Chester  Lviug  Be- 
tween Newfound  Poud  River  and  Smiths  River  so  called — end  the  In- 
habitants of  the  North  [east]  Part  or  first  Division  of  Alexandria,  Humbly 
Shews  that  we  your  Petitionees  for  a  number  of  years  have  Laboured  un- 
der many  difficultys  by  reason  of  our  Seatte red  Situation  it  being  as  much 
as  fourteen  Miles  from  one  Gxtreani  part  of  our  Settlements  in  Alexan- 
dria to  the  other  Uxtreum. — and  the  situation  of  Ihnl  part  of  New  Chvs- 
ter  above  inuntioiied  is  nearly  ns  coiiveitjuut  to  either  of  tin;  Centers  of 
New  Clicster  wliich  nuikes  il  extreaiuly  DilTicult  to  'isseudilu  eilluT  to 
transact  Town  Huiiiuess  or  for  Public  Worshiii — Whorufore  your  I'vli- 
tJoners  Humbly  pray  that  your  Uxcelleitcy  and    Honours  would  grant  us 

an  Incor^ration  by  the  name  of Beginning  at  the  mouth  of 

Smiths  River  so  called  thence  westerly  up  Sd  River  to  the  Range  Line 
between  the  first  and  Second  Divns  of  Alexandria  thence  North  i:   ~ 


Patten t  Line 


Dega 

tent  Line  as  lately  Run— thence  North  Easterly  by  Sd 
)  the  Easterly  side  of  Newfound  Pond  thence  down  the 
Hasteriy  snore  to  the  outlet  of  Sd  Pond  thence  South  Kitsterly  liy  the 
Range  Line  Between  the  Koroiid  anil  tlilnl  Divisiuiiii  of  New  ClicstLT  tu 
the  corner  of  the  River  IjOtt  No.  56,  thence  I'^isU-rly  on  the  Line  Itetween 
56  and  57  to  Pemigesawasset  River  thence  Down  Said  River  to  the  mouth 
of  Smiths  River  first  mentioned  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound 
will  ever  pray. 

N.  B.  it  was  always  expected  and  intended  By  the  Proprietors  of 
Alexandria  and  New  Chester  to  make  four  or  five  Towns  or  Pnrislies  of 
the  two,  and  to  Divide  Nearly  according  to  the  vote  of  the  luhahitauta  of 
New  Chester  and  this  Petition 
Alexandria,  Septr  3,  1787, 

'  Now  Hebron. 
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Joshua  Tolfwnl 
EUphalet  Gale 
Sanders  Mctiinrphy 


Pvl 


T  Smith 


Alexr  McMur]>hy 
Moses  Johnson 
Asa  HoBtingB 
David  Cross 
BcnjamiD  Emerson 
Sherburn  SanUorn 
Thcophiliin  Riiiiboni 
Willlniii  MorriHoM 
Nose's  WorUitJii 
willlalu  IjOild 
Josinh  HiiiCTsoii 

N.  B.  the  following 
tioners  as  they  have  sigi 
Theophilus  Sao  bom 
William  Momnou 
KIti'Hturii  Siiiil>OTU 
Moses  Word  leu 
John  Sleeper 
Alexauder  Craige 


NEW  CHESTER 

John  McMurphy 
Hngli  Campbell 
Natlil  Bartlctt 
Simon  Merrill 
John  SleepLT 


Ebel 


r  I'err 


Timothy  Simouds 
Alexander  Craig 
Sherburn  Tiltoa  Jr. 
Nathauiel  Ladd 
Klenzfr  Taylor 
J(iM'|>h  Iliiyl 
William  McMurpliy 
John  aimoud 
Joshua  Taylor 
ire  the  Inhabitants  of 
ed  their  names  in  tliis 
William  Corliss 
Moses  Sleeper 
Tlioiiias  I'liller 
William  Boyd 
Ehcueier  Ferren 
Sherburn  Til  ton 
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thomas  fuller 

Ebeueser  Simonds 

George  Corliss 

Jeremiah  Ladd 

William  Corliss 

Iteuja  Basford 

William  Simonds 

Sherbum  Tilton 

W  Willerd 

Israel  liigolla 

John  tilton 

liuiac  Ijuld 

Moses  Sleeper 

peter  L>add 

John  Moor  Corliss 
New  Cheater  that  are  peti- 
Petiticm. 

John  Tilton 

John  Smith 

Asa  Hartiugs 

Sherburn  Tilton  Jr 

Joseph  Hoyt 


Both  of  these  petitions  were  addressed  to  the  legislature 
that  met  at  Charlestowii  in  September,  17S7,  The  last  was  be- 
fore the  house  Sept.  14,  and  a  hearing  was  fixed  for  the  third 
Wednesday  of  the  session  In  January,  following,  at  Portsmouth. 
This  .sccnis  to  have  stirred  the  opiMsition  to  action  and  the  fol- 
lowing remonstrance  was  sent  in : 

Slate  of  New  Ilauipshire. 
To  the  Honorable  tlie  Senate  Sl  House  a(  Representatives  Convened  at 

Portsmouth  the  Wednesday  of  January  A.  D.  1788. 

Wee  the  Subscribers  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  New  Chester  in  Said 
State  Do  Protest  against  the  Petition  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria  St  a 
part  of  New  Chester  to  be  Taken  off  and  Joyned  with  a  part  of  Alexandria 
and  to  be  incorporated  into  a  Town  The  Reasons  against  it  ore  as  follows 
firstly  nt-e  apprehend' it  will  Kiiiii  the  South  part  of  New  Chetiter  for 
making  11  Cotivenicnl  Ttiwn  for  n  number  of  years  to  Come  as  there  will 
be  but  thirty-four  polls  in  the  whole  and  Several  of  them  are  very  Scat- 
tering Secondly  if  a  part  of  this  Town  Should  be  Joined  with  Alexandria 
it  will  Keduee  us  So  as  that  wee  shall  be  unable  to  support  the  Gosuel  iu 
our  Day.  thirdly  it  will  Deprive  ns  of  a  public  Lot  of  land  which  was 
laid  out  &  belongs  to  the  South  part  of  the  Town  for  the  llenelit  of  a 
School  forever  wllich  wee  think  is  very  unreasonable  wee  think  it  wilt  be 
very  hard  to  have  the  Town  Cut  to  pieces  and  Ruined  to  accounnodate 
another  Town  when  it  will  be  more  to  the  advantage  to  he  kept  together 
IU  wee  have  lH;en  vi'ry  well  united  till  of  late,  therefore  wee  Rest  the  mat- 
ter with  your  lixcellency  &  Honours  to  your  wise  Determination  and  as 
in  Dnely  Hound  wilt  ever  pr»y. 

N.  li.  there  have  three  Signed  their  i>etiliou  which  Does  not  own  a 
fool  of  land  in  New  Chester  one  of  them  is  upwards  of  seventy  years  of 
'  "-  has  not  been  Taxed  in  town  for  Several  years  past  Thomas  Puller 


age 


>  Mosva  Worthen. 
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never  Did  belong  to  the  Town  for  he  was  wnmed  out  o(  the  Town  very 
Soon  after  he  came  into  it  &  has  never  been  Taxed  in  the  Town  Sherbiiru 
Tilton  is  under  twenty  years  of  age. 

Another  lown  meeting  was  held  Nov.  i,  1787,  The  second 
article  in  the  warrant  was 

To  See  if  the  Town  will  Comply  with  tht  IVtition  which  the  Town  of 
New  Chester  have  I'referred  to  the  General  Court  to  have  Uie  town 
ilivideil  at  Newfound  River,  and  to  be  iiicorporuted  into  two  towns. 
Thirdly  if  the  Town  Docs  ttot  comply  with  the  Aforesaid  petition  tlien  to 
see  where  the  town  will  have  it  Divided. 

At  this  meeting  it  was 

Voted  not  to  Comply  with  the  1'ctllion  which  the  Town  of  New  Ches- 
ter have  preferred  to  the  Geuend  Conrt. 

Thirdly,  Voted  that  the  Town  be  Divided  Beeinning  at  the  Bound  at 
Pemigewasaet  River  Between  Daniel  Heaths  and  l.ieut.  Beuj.  Emmons, 
and  running  on  Said  Line  to  the  head  Line  of  Said  tot  then  to  run  on  tlie 
head  lines  of  the  Home  Lots  till  it  Comes  to  the  South  Easterly  Comer  of 
No.  3  in  the  third  Division  then  Northerly  to  the  range  line  tlicn  to  Run 
westerly  on  the  Range  line  to  the  Mouth  of  Newfound  pond. 

Another  meeting  was  called  for  Dec.  27,  to  see  il  the  town 
would  ptit  itself  on  record  in  favor  o(  the  i>ctition  sent  to  the  lojj- 
islature  by  those  favoring  the  incorporation  of  a  town  from  the 
central  part  of  New  Chester  and  a  {)ortion  of  Alexandria.  The 
call  for  this  town  meeting  was  defective,  and  no  business  was 
done. 

An  act  to  incorporate  a  town  by  the  name  of  Bridgewater 
passed  the  house  Feb.  11,  1788,  and  the  next  day  the  senate  con- 
curred, No  part  ol  Alexandria  was  taken  to  form  the  new 
town  ;  New  Chester  being  simply  cut  in  two,  the  line  runninf<:  on 
the  north  bank  of  Newfound  river,  and  thence  on  the  east  shore 
of  the  lake  to  the  Plymouth  (now  Hebron)  Hne.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  no  part  of  Newfound  lake  is  in  Bridgewater. 

New  Chester  was  not  only  divided  pretty  nearly  in  the  cen- 
ter, geographically,  bnt  also  as  to  its  population.  There  were 
in  the  town,  in  April  before  the  division,  one  htnidred  and  lour 
taxpayers,  and  o(  these  fifty  resided  in  that  part  of  the  town 
taken  to  form  llridgcwatcr,  leaving  filty-lonr  in  the  old  town. 
The  names  of  the  taxpayers  in  each  town  are  here  given ; 

Taxpayers  in  New  Chester. 

David  Emerson,  Esq.  Winsor  Gootden 

Nathaniel  Sanborn  William  Mttrray 

Ephraiin  Webster  David  Dodge 

Carr  Hiise,  Esq.  John  Emmons 

Thomas  Huse  John  Nichols 

John  IJus.sell  Ensign  Reuben  Wells 
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Tilloii  Hcniictt 
Cliaiidler  Cass 
Nason  Cass 
Jeremiah  Quiiiiby 
Capt.  Cutting  Favor 
Joseph  Saiibora 
Nathan  Colby 
John  Colby 
Daniel  Sliirley 
Phincas  Snrgcnt 
William  i'liiyrey 
Benjamin  W  niter 
Lieut.  John  Smith 
Capt.  Peter  Sleeper 
Joseph  Hoit 
John  T.add 
Kbcnezcr  I'crrin 
Asa  Hastings 
William  Baid 
Lieut.  Robert  Forsaith 
Widow  Ruth  Sleeper. 

Taxpayers  ii 
Josiah  Brown 
Stephen  Thurston  Brown 
Jonnlliiin  Jewett 
Abel  Turrcll 
Samuel  Stearns 
Jacob  Fellows 
Lieut.  Jonathan  Robbey 
Joseph  Emmons 
Thomas  Crawford 
Jonathan  Carteton 
Peter  Ileatli 
Itcnjamin  Itonrduiaii 
I'Mam  Doardman 
John  Fellows 
Moses  Fellows 
Jonathan  Ingalls 
Jonathan  Holt 
William  Ordway 
Klijah  Sanborn 
Abrani  Sanborn 
Isaac  Senter 
Jonathan  Crawford 
Mary  Craig 
Samuel  Drew 
Jonas  Turrell 


Jercmiali  Quimby,  Jr. 
Thomas  Favor 
Lieut.  Thomas  Wells 
Timothy  Sargent 
David  Hunt 
Peter  Wells 
Thomas  Rowell 
Jacob  Blaisdell 
William  Nichols 
William  Searles 
Capt.  Jtiliii  ToIIord 
Theophilus  Sanborn 
Shirburii  Sanborn 
Sherbuni  Tilton 
Alexander  Craige 
William  Morrison 
[Name  illegible] 
Jonathan  Merrill 
Ebenezer  Wells 
Stephen  Patten 

Bridge  water. 
John  Kidder 
John  Cleveland 
Thomas  Locke 
Michael  Moshier 
John  Tilton 
Samuel  Worthen 
John  Mitchell 
Seth  Spencer 
John  Sleeper 
Moses  Sleeper 
Jasiah  Fellows 
J'^lis  Fellows 
llciijamiii  Kidder 
Lieut.  Benjamin  Emons 
Esq.  Daniel  Heath 
Chase  Fuller 
William  Powell 
Jacob  Peaslee 
John  Heath 
Josiah  Heath 
James  Heath 
Jonathan  Ingalls,  Jr. 
Simeon  Cross 
Jacob  Gurdy 
Samuel  Gurdy 
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CHAPTER  VII 

BRIDGEWATER    AND     NEW    CHESTER    FROM     1788 

TILL   THE    INCORI'ORATION    OF  BRISTOL 

The  fiill  region  leads 
New  colonies  forth,  that  toward  the  wtBlern  aeaa 
Spreftd,  like  a  rapid  flame  among  the  aututiiuiil  trci-s. 

Ill  this  chapter,  as  elsewhere  in  this  history,  no  attempt  is 
made  to  confine  the  subject-matter  to  that  part  of  New  Chester 
and  Bridgewater  now  Bristol.  The  history  of  every  part  of 
these  towns  is  so  closely  linked  to  the  whole  that  this  cannot 
well  be  done.  At  the  same  time  no  effort  is  made  to  cover 
all  the  history  ol  these  towns,  during  (liese  years,  as  this  is 
beyond  the  scope  of  this  work. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  charter  of  Bridgewater : 

State  of  New  Hampshire 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty'-^tght. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  northerly  part  of  New  Chester  in  the 
county  of  Grafton  into  a  distinct  town. 

Whereas,  a  petition  halh  been  preferred  to  the  General  Court  in  be- 
haU  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Chester  in  the  county  of  Gmftoit  settint; 
forth  that  they  lulior  nnilcr  great  iiicouvcnieiices  by  reiiHOii  of  the  grciit 
length  of  their  towu  uud  praying  that  they  way  be  divided  into  two 
towns,  of  which  public  notice  has  been  given  and  no  objection  has  been 

Therefore,  be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  convened  and  by  authority  of  thu  suuie  that  there  he 
and  hereby  is  a  township  erected  and  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Hridge- 
WBter '  bounded  aa  follows : 

Itc'tciutilnt;  at  llie  lunutli  of  Newfound  Kivur  (ho  calkil),  Ihince 
running  by  the  northerly  bank  of  said  river  to  New  foitnd  pond,  thunce 
by  the  easterly  sliore  of  said  pond  to  Plymouth  line,  thence  by  said  line 
to  PeroigewaBset  river,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  bound  first  men- 
tioned, including  all  the  islands  in  said  river  against  said  tract. 

And  the  inhabitanta  of  said  tract  are  hereby  erected  into  a  body 
politic  and  corporate  to  have  continuance  and  succession  forever,  and 
invested  with  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  which  any  town 
in  this  state  have  and  enjoy. 

To  hold  to  the  said  inhabitants  aud  their  successors  forever  and  Mr 

'  Named  after  an  Tinglish  town. 
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Tlioiiios  Crawford  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  a  meeting  of  said  iuhabi- 
taiita  to  clioofle  all  uecessary  aud  customary  towii  ofRcerB,  giving  fourteeii 
da^s  notice  of  the  time  and  plnce  and  dcsifEu  of  naid  meeting,  aud  the 
oInceTS  thtii  clioacn  slinU  be  and  hcrdiy  arc  iuvcated  with  all  the  power 
and  authority  ueccasary  to  discharge  tiie  duties  of  their  respective  oHicea 
as  in  other  towns  in  this  state,  and  every  other  meeting  which  shall  be 
aoDually  held  in  said  town  for  that  purpose  shall  he  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  March  forever,  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  alter 


and  that  the  atutc  aud  county  taxes  be  assessed  and  collected  in  ...    _. 
niiiittier  an  lieretofore  practiced,  nutil  a  new  valuntion  be  taken  through 
the  stule. 

State  of  New  Hampshire 

In  the  House  of  Representatives   Peby.   nth,  17S8.     The   foregoing 
bill  havlug  been  read  a  tlilrd  time  voted  that  it  pass  to  be  enacted. 
Sent  up  (or  concurrence. 

Thos.  Bartlett,  Speaker. 

In  Senate  I'ebruary  13,  1788. 

This  bill  having  been  read  a  third  time,  voted  that  the  same  be 
enacted. 

Jno.  Sullivan,  President. 

Tlie  warrant  for  the  first  town  meeting  in  Bridgewater  was 
issued  by  Thomas  Crawford,  in  the  following  words : 

State  of  New  Hnmpsliin:.  Grafton  SS. 

Whereas  an  act  of  incorporation  by  the  General  Court  of  said  state 
have  lieen  granted  to  the  town  of  Bridgewater  bearing  the  date  February 
13,  178S,  authorizing  me.  the  subscriber,  to  call  a  meeting  of  said  inhabit 
tints  to  ehuse  all  necessary  and  customary  Town  ofEcera,  giving  fourteen 
days  notice  of  the  time,  place  and  design  of  such  meeting,  these  are 
tlierefore  to  notify  and  warn  the  Freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Bridgewater  to  assemble  and  meet  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Drew  in  Bridgewater  on  Tuesday  the  eleventli  day  of  March, 
next  ensuing,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  said  day, 

First.    To  chuse  a  moderator  to  govern  said  meeting. 

Si-cond.     To  clinse  a  Town  Clerk  lor  the  year  enninng, 

Thirdly.     To  chuae  o  Coustiibli;  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Ponrtlily.     No  chuse  Selectmen  tor  the  year  ensuing. 

Fifthly.     To  cliuae  all  uecessary  aud  customary  town  officers. 

Sixthly.     To  bring  in  votes  tor  a  President. 

SevenUily.     To  bring  iu  votes  for  a  Senator. 

Eighthly.     To  bring  in  votes  tor  a  County  Register. 

Ninthly.     To  bring  in  votes  for  a  County  Treasurer. 

iVnthiy.  To  sec  wiinlsum  of  money  the  Town  will  raise  to  clear  and 
re|Kiir  lilghwnys  for  the  yenr  ensuing. 

JCk-vetitlily.  To  act  iii>oh  liny  thing  more  that  niny  appear  necessary 
ur  ex iHiiient  when  met. 

tiiven  under  my  liuiid  al  Dridgewuter  I'ebruary  35,  1788. 

Thomas  Crawford, 
This  iMeetiug  was  held,  as  called,  at  the  house  of  Samuel 
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Drew,  Mr,  Drew  lived,  at  the  time,  in  the  Locke  neighborhood, 
just  south  of  the  present  line  between  Bristol  and  Bridgewaler, 
and  his  place  was,  therefore,  near  the  center  of  the  new  town. 
The  following  are  the  records  of  this  first  town  meeting : 

At  a  legal  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Drew,  in  llridgcivati'r, 
March  ye  ii,  17SS,  Diiiili-I  Iluilh,  XSsq.,  wiis  clioson  Moderator  to  govvru 
the  meeting. 

ThoniBS  Crawford  was  chosen  Town  Clerk  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Daniel  Heath,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Constable  for  the  year  enauing. 

Thomas  Crawford  was  chosen  Selectinun.  Simeon  Cross  wiis  cliosi^ii 
Selectman.    Micheal  Moshier  was  chosen  Selectman  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Thomas  Ijocke,  Chose  Puller,  Samuel  Drew,  Jonathan  Carle  ton. 
Jonathan  Ingnlls,  Jnn.,  and  Jonathan  Tirrcll  was  chosen  siirvi'yorH  of 
htgliwuya. 

Jonathan  Ingulls  &  Josiuh  Heath  was  chosen  Hogrevcs  for  tile  year 
ensuing. 

Jonathan   Carleton   and   Moses   Sleeper  was   chosen    Surrej^tra    of 

The  votes  being  brought  in  for  President  there  was  i8  votes  for  John 
lAngdon,  Baq.,  and  one  vote  for  Samuel  I.ivermore,  Esq. 

The  votes  betug  brought  for  a  Senator  There  was  33  votes  for 
Francis  Worcester,  Ksq. 

County  Register,  39  votes  for  Samuel  Knierson,  Hsq.  County  Treas- 
urer, 53  votes  for  Sauinel  Kmerson,  Itsq. 

Volud  to  niise  lifty  five  ])ounilM  for  ch^ariiig  ami  ri^iuiiriiiK  hifthwiiyit 
for  the  year  onsuiug. 

Voted  to  allow  three  shillings  per  day  for  work  done  on  the  high- 

The  meeting  was  di solved. 
So  the  meeting  was  disolved. 

Thomas  Crawford,  Town  Clerk. 

Another  meeting  was  held  at  the  same  place  Novctii)x;r 
3,  following,  when  Thomas  Crawford  and  Jacob  Chtrdy  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  settle  with  New  Chester;  anollier,  Dec. 
15,  to  vote  for  representatives  to  Congress,  and  stilt  another, 
Feb.  2,  1789,  to  vote  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  New  Hampshire 
delegation  to  Congress.  The  last  mentioned  meeting  was  held 
in  the  afternoon,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Moses 
Sleeper,  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  This  evening  meeting 
was,  therefore,  the  first  town  meeting  held  in  what  is  now 
Bristol  village. 

1789.  Four  town  meetings  were  held  this  year;  the  first 
two  at  Samuel  Drew's,  and  the  next  two  at  John  Fellows's  on 
Bridgewater  hill.  One  was  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  collector 
to  succeed  Daniel  Heath,  deceased,  for  no  vacancies  were  filled 
by  the  selectmen  in  those  days,  and  another  was  for  the 
selection  of  a  grand  jnror,  all  jurors  then  Ixring  chosen  at  a 
town  meeting  called  for  the  purpose.  This  year  the  town  voted 
to  buy  a  jury  box,  and  the  box  purchased  under  this  vote  is  still 
in  use  in  Bridgewater. 
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1 790.  It  was  voted  to  allow  the  account  o(  Tlioiiias  Craw- 
ford— one  pound,  eight  shillings  and  six  pence,  for  his  services 
as  .sclcctnmn  in  1788,  and  fonrtecii  shillings  for  his  services  as 
sclcclniaii  and  ctnnniideeniaii  in  ijift).  Jacoh  Uurdy  was  al- 
lowed fourteen  shillings  for  his  services  as  committeeman  lor 
1789. 

1793.  The  subject  of  the  division  of  the  town  came  up  in 
Bridgewater  as  well  as  in  New  Chester.  It  was  "Voted  to 
allow  the  lower  end  ol  liridgewater  lo  be  set  off 'to  join  New 
Chester  and  New  Hampton,  to  begin  between  Lots  35  and  36, 
Hirst  Division,  thence  to  run  till  it  strikes  Newfound  pond 
River,"  but  uo  lurtlier  action  was  taken  on  this  subject  till  1800. 

Jonathan  Ingalls,  Jr.,  and  Jonathan  Carieton,  fence  viewers, 
made  a  report  this  year  that  "having  viewed  Samuel  Stern's 
fence  around  his  cornfield  they  find  that  the  said  fence  is  good 
and  lawful  in  their  opinion." 

1794.  In  1790,  the  town  first  voted  lo  build  pounds,  one  at 
Capt.  Jonathan  Crawford's  and  one  at  John  Kidder's,  but  no 
work  api>ears  to  have  been  done  under  the  vote.  At  the  meet- 
ing in  1794  it  was  voted  to  build  two  pounds,  one  near  John 
Peaslee's  and  another  at  John  Fellows's,  each  of  round  logs 
thirty  feet  square.  The  record  tells  ns  that  Alexander  Craig 
agreed  to  build  one,  at  Lieut.  John  Fellows's,  and  finish  the 
same  "to  the  turning  of  the  key  by  the  fifteenth  of  September, 
next,  lor  ^7,  and  Samuel  Ilealh  agreed  to  build  the  other  for 
#f'.5<'-" 

1796.  The  annual  meeting  this  year  was  held  at  the  house 
of  William  Powell.  It  was  voted  to  hold  meetings  half  of  the 
time  at  Lieut.  Samuel  Worlhen's  and  the  other  lialf  at  John 
Mitchell's,  "year  about."  As  these  two  men  lived  at  the 
extreme  ends  of  the  town,  this  arrangement  was  equitable. 
Thomas  Crawford  and  Jacob  Gurdy  were  each  allowed  $2.50 
and  Jonathan  Jewett  ten  shillings  and  six  pence,  for  services 
as  selectmen  the  year  previous. 

1795.  A  committee,  consisting  ol  Capt.  Daniel  Moore, 
Lieut.  Moses  Lewis,  and  Thomas  Crawford,  was  elected  to  sell 
the  public  lots  belonging  to  the  town. 

1799,  This  year  laborers  were  allowed  seven  cents  per 
hour  on  the  highways  from  June  i  to  Sept.  30 ;  after  that,  five 
cents  per  hour. 

1800.  At  a  town  meeting  held  Oct.  27,  in  regard  lo 
divi<ling  llie  town,  ll  was  voted  that  the  division  should  "  iKrgin 
at  the  hiwer  end  of  Newfound  jiond  between  Lots  88  and  89, 
Second  Division,  running  on  the  ninge  line  to  the  nortlieast 
corner  ol  Lot  No.  77,  in  the  Second  Division,  thence  turning 
and  running  between  Lots  76  and  77  to  Lot  90,  and.  by  easterly 
side  line  of  said  Lot  90  to  soutliea.'it  corner  thereof,  thence  to 
run  between  Lots  38  and  37,  First  Division."     After  this  vote, 
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this  subject  did  not  again  come  up  in  towu  meeting  for  se\'en- 
teen  years. 

1804.  A  bounty  of  twenty-five  cents  was  voted  (or  eacli 
crow  killed  in  town  in  May  or  June  of  that  year.  Tliis  bounty 
was  continued  for  several  years. 

1807.  The  annual  town  meeting  this  year  was  held  at  tlie 
schoolhouse  in  District  No.  1,  that  stood  on  the  weiit  side  ol 
North  Main  street,  just  north  of  Hotel  Bristol.  It  was  voted  to 
build  "one  Sufficient  pound  in  the  center  ol  the  town,"  and  that 
the  selectmen  "pitch  upon  the  place  where  the  pound  shall 
stand  and  superintend  the  building  thereof."  It  was  also  voted 
to  buy  a  standard  of  weights  and  measures. 

1810.  It  was  voted  to  hold  the  town  mectiiiKS  one-half  of 
the  time  at  the  ineeliug-house  ou  Itridgtwalcr  hill,  and  the  other 
hall  at  Bridgewater  village,  now  Bristol  village. 

1812.  It  was  voted  to  allow  seven  cents  per  hour  for  labor 
on  the  highway,  and  one  hour's  time  for  each  two  miles  of 
travel. 

1814,  It  was  voted  this  year  to  lease  Ministerial  Lot  No. 
75,  Second  Division,  for  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years. 
Hubert  Craig,  William  I'ingrey,  John  llarriman,  Siuum  Harris, 
and  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett  were  electa  a  committee  to  .sell  tlie 
snnie.  On  an  expression  of  the  voters  on  llie  revision  of  the 
constitution,  there  were  one  hundred  and  ninety  votes  against 
it  and  none  in  favor. 

The  case  of  Moses  Lewis  came  up  this  year  in  town  meet- 
ing. The  town  had  brought  suit  against  "Moses  Lewis  and 
others  "  to  recover  on  their  bond,  and  John  Fellows  was  elected 
a  committee  to  prosecute  the  case.  Moses  Lewis  was  an  exten- 
sive business  man.  He  opened  the  first  store  in  town  in  con- 
nection with  his  residence  at  the  comer  of  Central  square  and 
Spring  street.  He  owni'd  the  tannery  and  built  a  saw-mill 
and  grist-mill  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  engaged  in 
other  enterprises.  In  1807,  suit  was  entered  against  him  for  the 
foreclosure  of  a  mortgage,  by  Jonathan  Howard,  of  Boston,  on 
which  a  writ  of  ejectment  was  issued  in  October,  1808.  For  the 
next  six  years  reverse  followed  reverse,  until  all  his  property 
was  swept  away  and  he  was  stripped  of  everything  except  the 
very  few  articles  exempt  by  law  at  that  time.  A  few  cooking 
utensils  were  saved  from  the  relentless  grasp  of  the  law  by  the 
kindly  warnings  of  neighbors  when  the  sheriff  came  to  town. 
Mr.  Lewis  was  tbrowTi  into  jail  for  debt;  the  last  and  perhaps 
the  only  case  of  the  kind  that  ever  occurred  in  towu.  His 
failure  produced  wide-spread  distress  in  this  section,  and  much 
bitterness  against  him  existed  for  many  years  in  the  community. 
There  is,  however,  no  evidence  to  show  intentional  wrongdoing 
on  his  part,  It  was  claimed  that  the  depression  of  bnsine.s.s, 
previous  to  tlic  War  of  it!i2,  was  the  chief  fiictor  in  his  failure. 
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As  Mr.  Ia'wis  al  lliis  lime  could  not  liavc  liad  niiy  properly 
williin  the  reacli  of  the  law,  Ihe  action  of  the  town  was  evidently 
brought  against  "Moses  Lewis  and  others"  hoping  to  recover 
from  the  "olliers."  We  are  not  told  what  the  result  of  the 
action  of  the  town  was. 

1817.  The  subject  of  the  creation  of  a  new  town,  which 
had  lain  dormant  for  seventeen  years,  again  came  up  lor  action 
tliis  year  in  Bridgewater.  Since  the  town  last  acted  on  this 
subject,  public  sentiment  had  undei^one  a  change,  and  now  the 
vote  was  forty-six  against,  and  forty-two  in  favor  of  the  division 
of  the  town.  The  next  year  (1818)  the  town  voted  to  instruct 
its  representative  to  oppose  the  division  of  the  town,  and  to  em- 
ploy an  attorney  to  assist  him  if  necessary.  Walter  R.  Webster, 
a  constable,  was  directed  to  canvass  the  town  north  of  the 
proposed  division  line,  and  ascertain  how  many  voters  were 
opposed  to  the  division. 

1K19.  At  the  annual  meeting  this  year,  John  Harriman, 
Humphrey  Webster,  Daniel  Brown,  and  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett 
were  elected  a  committee  on  the  division  of  the  town.  As  a 
majority  of  the  voters  were  opposed  to  a  division,  olily  one,  Ihe 
last  on  the  committee,  was  elected  from  that  part  of  the  town 
favoring  the  incorporation  of  a  new  town.  This  committee 
made  8  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting  May  6,  and  its  report  is 
here  given  in  full ;  but  it  will  be  noticed  that  Mr.  Bartlett  did 
not  sign  the  report. 

Wc,  tlio  Subscribcra,  a  Coiiimiltci;  to  see  liow  niid  wliere  the  town  of 
Ilrul):<.'wnli;r  aIiomIiI  be  divided  iiiid  ri'iKirt  our  opiiiioti  tli«  most  ouituble 
plnci-. 

The  Coiumittee  thiuk  best  not  to  divide  the  town  at  any  place,  but 
if  the  town  must  be  divided  we  think  the  most  suitable  place  would 
be  to  begin  at  the  most  southeasterly  corner  of  Lot  No.  38,  iu  the  First 
Diviaion  of  lots  in  Bridgewater  by  the  rivci;  tlieuce  on  tlie  southerly 
side  line  of  said  Lot  Westerly  to  the  most  Southwesterly  cotncr  of  said 
lot;  thence  Northerly  to  the  westerly  end  line  of  said  lot  the  same 
couTse  till  it  atrikes  the  most  southwesterly  corner  of  I^t  No.  71,  second 
DiviHinn,  thence  Westerly  on  tlic  Soutlierly  i-nil  line  of  n.-iid  lots  No,  71, 
70,  69,  68,  67,  65,  64,  nud  by  the  Southerly  end  line  of  Lot  No.  89,  in  tlic 
second  division  by  the  pond. 

John  Harriman,  "i  Committee 

Simeon  Hams,  i  to  divide 

Ilumphley  Webster,  J  the  town. 

This  rcjiort  wa.s  acccjitctl. 

Wc  will  now  leave  the  history  of  IJridgcwalcr  and  follow 
tlic  course  of  events  during  the  .same  time,  178K  to  i8iij,  in 

NEW   CHESTER 

The  first  year  after  Uie  division  of  New  Chester,  in  1788, 
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four  town  meetings  were  held,  and  tliis  was  nl)ont  the  averaRC 
number  during  the  first  twenty-five  or  thirly  years  o(  Ihc 
existence  oi  the  town.  The  first  of  these  four  was  the  au- 
mial  meeting,  held  Marcli  17,  1788,  at  the  honsc  of  Cnpt. 
Cutting  Kavor.  Iteforc  the  division  most  ol  the  meetings  had 
been  held  at  the  dwelling  oi  Col,  Peter  Slecjier,  at  Jonathan 
lugalls's,  or  at  Aimer  I'dlows's,  near  tlie  center  oftlie  old  town. 
Alter  the  division,  the  meetings  were  held  most  of  the  lime  till 
1798  at  Cutting  Favor's.  At  this  first  meeting  in  1788,  Nason 
Cass  was  chosen  moderator.  Only  twenty- two  voters  were 
present,  but  the  usual  routine  work  was  accomplished — officers 
elected,  committees  chosen  to  look  after  the  public  lots,  the 
matter  of  raising  money  for  schools  and  for  preaching  disposed 
of,  highways  provided  (or,  and  the  pay  of  lal)orcrs  on  the 
highway  fixed  at  three  shillings  per  day.  One  vote  was  "  that 
Lieut.  John  Smith  Should  be  cleared  from  all  other  highway 
tax  so  long  as  he  lives  where  he  now  does  with  his  keeping  the 
plank,  the  covering  of  Smith's  bridge,  so  called,  in  good  repair 
at  his  own  cost."  There  could  have  been  but  little  political 
excitement,  for  of  the  twenty-two  votes  cast,  twenty-one  were 
for  John  Lnngdon  lor  president  of  the  state,  nnd  one  for  Josiah 
Bartlett. 

At  a  meeting  held  Sept.  17,  following,  I'ctcr  SIcuiK-r  and 
Carr  Tlnse  were  chosen  a  connuiltec  to  settle  all  affairs  between 
New  Chester  and  Bridge  water. 

In  December,  1789,  the  selectmen  of  New  Chester  and 
Bridgewater  jointly  sent  the  following  petition  to  the  legis- 
lature : 

State  of  New  Hampsliire 

To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaeiitiitivea  coiivciiliI 
at  I'ortitmontli  llie  foiirtli  WL-diiiwliiy  of  I>cC(jinli(.T  All  1789 

The  Petition  of  tlie  Julmbitanta  of  the  Town  Ships  of  New  Chester 
and  Bridgewater  in  auid  State  Humbly  Shc-wcth  that  your  Petitioners 
have  been  and  Still  are  at  great  Cost  to  clear  and  maintain  Highways  in 
Said  Town  Ships  and  by  Reiison  of  great  Kreshits  have  been  obliged  to 
alter  Clear  and  Make  new  Koads  in  Many  places  and  have  built  several 
large  Bridgea  which  are  costly  to  Maintam  which  Makes  the  burden 
heavy  upon  us  aa  our  number  of  Kattrable  polls  is  but  Small,  therefore 
your  petitioners  humbly  pray  that  your  llonoura  would  K^unt  that  all 
the  lands  in  said  Town  Ships  may  be  taxed  one  penny  npou  uii  Acre 
Public  lots  Excepted  for  three  years  next  Ensuing  for  the  purpose  of 
Clearing  and  Repairing  high  ways  in  Said  Town  Ships  and  your  Peti- 
tioners aa  in  Duety  Bound  will  liver  pray. 

New  Chester  December  i6ih  ijSg 


Select  Men  Ifornnd  in  Behalf  of  Said  Toi 
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The  authority  asked  (or  was  granted  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature,  passed  Jan.  14,  1790. 

At  the  Jniumry  session  ol  the  leRislatHre,  in  1791,  the 
seleetnieii  o(  New  Chester  and  liridgcwatcr  jointly  jwUtioned 
the  General  Court  that  they  be  allowed  to  again  tax  the  unim- 
proved lands  for  the  benefit  ol  the  highways.  An  act  was  passed 
authorizing  a  tax  of  three  pence  to  be  imposed  on  each  acre 
ol  land  one  year  for  this  purpose. 

Carr  Huse  was  one  of  the  selectmen  in  >793,  as  in  many 
other  years.  We  present  his  itemized  bill  for  services  for  that 
year,  which  is  in  marked  contrast  with  the  present  custom  ol 
the  selectmen  in  charging  a  lump  sum : 

The  Town  of  New  Chester  to  Carr  Huse,  Dr. 


A|iHI    3,  I79.1-     Ti>  onu  iliiy  at  taking;  iiivi-iitory  2  6 

Dr.     To  one  ilny  at  iissc-isiiig  Ihi;  polln  unit  estntcs 

with  the  aBsesHois  3  6 

Dr.    To  one  day  at  iiinkiiiK  Iiieliway  tnx  3  6 

Dr.  To  one  diiy  at  coppying  the  hi^h  way  Tax  & 
wnghtiiig  warrant  for  thegnrveyors  of 
high  -ways  3  6 

Dr.  To  two  Days  My  Self  &  horse  to  Holderneos ' 
and  to  the  buck  part  of  New  Chester 
to  find  out  whither  Molly  Clark  had 
been  legally  warned  out  of  town  11 

Dr.  To  onv  ili>y  my  Hi'lfiiiKl  horMi-  (11  SriMtii>rnti>ii 
kV:  thruiigli  Nor  II I  til.' Ill  anil  Sidiiibitry  to 
hire  money  for  the  town  of  New  Chester  6 

To  one  Day  at  Retllhi|;  with  the  ConstHl>li;s  3  6 

To  out.'  Diiy  ul  Notifyni);  Andover  Selectmen 

to  perambulate  the  line  3  6 

to  Two  Days  at  Settling  with  the  Collectors  5 

August  Dr  to  Two  daj^  at  Making  the  Town  and 
School  taxes  Drawing  the  warrant  Sc  for  Coppy- 
ing  the  Taxes  and  Warrant  5 

Sept    Dr    to  one  day  at  laying  out  highways  3  6 

December    to  5  Dnys  at  Rniniing  the  line  between 

Ak-Kaiulna  and  New  Oicster,  ■        10 

To  5  days  settlitig  highway  work  12 

Dr.     To  1  days  at  Running  the  line  between  New 

Chester  and  Andover  11 

The  incorporation  of  Bridgewater  did  not  entirely  satisfy 
those  who  favored  the  formation  of  a  town  from  the  central 
I»art  of  the  old  town  o(  New  Chester.  They  wished  to  sec  New- 
found rivi'r  Die  center  ol  a  (.own  instead  of  the  dividing  Hue 
iK'lwecn  two,  and  ihc  ngilatiou  of  the  subject  of  anotlicr  town 
\va,s  renewed  at  this  lime  in  New  Chester.     One  article  in  the 

'The  trip  to  Holderness  was  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining;  the  legal 
ndt-iM.-  of  Soniuel  Ijtvemiore  on  the  Molly  Clark  case,  for  which  $1  was 
paid.    This  case  is  described  in  the  chapter  on  "  Tlie  Town's  I'oor." 
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warrant  for  tlie  annual  meeting  in  1793  read  as  follows:  "To 
see  if  the  Town  will  Vote  a  part  of  the  Town  may  be  set  off 
agreeably  to  a  petition  wliich  they  have  Drawn  and  Signed  to 
Send  to  the  General  Assembly."  A  siniilnr  nrticlc  was  in  the 
warrant  of  the  town  ol  Itridgewater  the  same  year.  The  vote  in 
New  Chester  was  "No"  ;  that  in  liridgewater,  "  Ves,"  Not 
.satisfied  with  this  expression,  the  same  c|nestion  oanio  np  again 
the  next  year,  with  the  same  result.  Again  in  November,  1800, 
almost  the  identical  article  was  inserted  in  the  warrant,  and 
again  the  vote  of  New  Chester  was  in  the  negative. 

In  March,  1794,  the  town  first  took  action  in  regard  to  a 
potind  ;  and  the  town  clerk  made  the  following  record  as  a  part 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting : 

Voted  to  Bnild  a  Pound  tlie  PrescDt  year  to  Stand  Somcwliere  on 
Capt.  Cutting  Favours  land  Near  Plymouth  Road  Between  the  Said 
Favours  House  and  his  Grist  Mill  Major  Peter  Sleeper  has  engaged  to 
Build  the  Pound  and  to  have  it  built  by  the  last  Day  of  June  next  to  be  8 
feet  high  &  to  be  Onrty  feet  Square  bnilt  with  good  pine  timber  witli  a 
good  gate  hung  with  iron  hinges  with  a  good  lock  to  it  and  he  is  to  have 
Seven  dollars  for  building  aiiid  Pound. 

This  year  the  selectmen  were  allowed  eight  shillings  for  one 
gtillonof  mm  nscd  wliile  running  the  line  hftwecn  New  Clifslcr 
and  Alexandria. 

In  1797,  able-bodied  men  were  allowed  fifty  cents  per  day 
for  labor  on  the  highway ;  the  same  was  allowed  for  a  yoke  of 
oxen,  one  shilling  for  an  ox  cart,  one  shilling  for  a  plow,  and 
six  and  one-fourth  cents  for  an  iron  bar. 

In  1798,  it  was  voted  to  bold  the  town  meetings  one-half 
the  time  at  Samuel  Favor's,  and  the  other  half  at  John  Smith's 
or  on  New  Chester  mountain. 

Previous  to  1794,  the  ntcthod  of  calling  town  meetings  was 
similar  to  that  in  vogue  to-day,  the  call  being  made  over  the 
signature  of  the  selectmen.  Commencing  with  August,  of  that 
year,  the  warrant  was  issued  by  the  selectmen  as  before,  but 
directed  to  a  constable  of  the  town  who  posted  the  same  over  his 
signature.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  warrant  issued  under 
this  system : 

state  of  New  Hampshire  Grafton  SS, 
Warrant  for  Town  Meeting 
To  Charles  Noyea  Constable  for  the  Town  of  New  Chester,  Greeting 

You  are  hereby  Required  in  the  Name  of  Said  State  to  warn  all 
the  Inhabitunta  and  Freeholders  in  Said  Town  Qimlitied  by  Law  to  Vole 
in  Town  Meeting  to  Meet  and  Assemble  at  the  Dwelling  House  of  Sumni:! 
Favour  in  said  Town  on  Tuesday  the  I'ourtecnth  Day  of  May  Next  at 
two  O.CIock  P-M.     To  Act  on  the  following  articles 

let    To  Choose  a  ModiTiitor  to  tioverit  Siiid  Meeting 
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7A  To  sec  if  the  town  will  vote  to  SM  n,  Lcnse  of  the  Public  Lot 
Nuuiber  Seventy  tlirce  iti  the  fourth  Division  in  Said  Town 

3d  To  See  Wimt  method  the  Town  will  Take  with  Respect  to  the 
Sale  of  Said  l^at  wlietlier  liy  Public  or  lirivatc  Sale  if  any  Sale  is  iiindc 

4lh    To  lift  oil  iiiiy  filhtr  liiiainesR  rhoiinlil  Ntctsaary  when  Met 

Hereof  fail  not  aud  make  Dae  Return  of  this  Warrant  with  your 
Doing  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  or  before  the  Said  Pourteeuth  Day 
of  May.  AD.  1799. 

Given  under  our  Hands  and  Seal  this  3ath  Day  of  April  1799 

ICbeii  Kimball      )    Selectmen 
Setlnis  Forbes      \  of 

Jona.  Dickeraon  )  New  Chester 

According  to  the  within  Warrant  to  Me  Directed  I  have  warned  the 
Inhabitants  to  Meet  at  Time  and  place  by  posting  coppiea  as  the  Law 
Directs.     New  Cheater  May  14  1799 

Charles  Noycs  Constable 

TItc  [ollowiii^  in  a  pari  ol  tlie  record  of  a  town  uieeliug  lield 
Miir.  16,  it!oi,  at  the  meeting-house  in  Hill  Center,  showing  the 
acconiits  presented  for  .settlement: 

Voted  to  allow  Hbenezer  Kimballs  account  for  his  servia  as   a  select- 
man for  1799,  which  was  t"4-59 
Voted  to  allow  Peter  Sleepers  account  as  a  selectman  3.75 
Voted  to  allow  WiUam  Searla  account  as  a  Selectman,  1.75 
Voted  to  allow  Ensign  Thomas  Payors  account  as  an 
agent  for  fBoo.  .35 

V0I11I  li>  iilhnv  IMwnrd  llhHlKctts  iieeonlil  as  an  ugt^^nl 
for  llitM)  and  for  a  joittuey  to  Haverhill  1.83 

Voted  to  allow  Carr  lluse  account  for  his  Servis  as  Town 
Trcjisurer  for  1799  &  tor  Recording  an  inventory  &  the 
Tuxes  for  1800  Si.  us  Town  Treasurer  for  iSoo,  8.00 

The  constable  was  instructed  that  year  to  post  thereafter 
five  copies  of  the  warrants  for  town  meetings  —  one  at  the 
"meeting-house,"  one  at  "thestreet,"  one  "at  the  mill  house 
over  the  mountain,"  owned  by  Moses  Lewis,  one  at  "  Murray 
Hill,"  and  one  at  "  Smith's  mill." 

All  the  records  of  tlie  town  in  those  days  were  entered  in 
one  book,  in  the  order  in  which  the  business  was  transacted. 
A  sample  page  is  here  given,  following  a  record  of  a  town 
meeting : 

is  Married  to  Nancy  Bartlett  May  5th  1800  by  Carr 

e  16,  iSuo  Henry  Wells  the  son  of  Reuben  Wells  died. 

9  is  a  Cropp  off 


Itoru   February  the  Ilrst  Day  1801. 
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VL-riiizi:  uiid  Mix  liquors  of  nil  kinds  one  yL-ur  from  Itii:  ii1>i>v(;  i>:i 

dcr  tlie  restrictions  of  tlic  I.aw. 

libL'ii  Kiiiiliidl )  Sdi'Oltiivii  uf 
I'LtirSkqicr  /New  CUusttr 
Recorded  Jauy  ye  i^tli   iSoi 


This  mny  certify  that  Mr.  David  Stevens  of  New  Clicster  and  Mrs. 
SuUii  Wel)l>«;r  of  Plniiilitld  liiivc  been  luwfnily  pubiislietl  in  tins  '["own  for 
Marriage  I  suppose  Enlicld  was  meant  but  1  was  iafortned  Pluintield 
Attest  Ciirr  Iluse  Town  Clerk. 

William  Stevens  son  of  Wuit  Stevena  whs  Born  April  asf'  '795' 
William  Stevens  died  Jnne  5tU  1796 

Amos  Stevens  son  of  Wait  Stevens  was  born  July  18th  1799. 
Recorded  Jany  i^th  iSoi 

New  Cheater  February  4th  1801 
Wee  the  Subscribers  do  hereby  approbate  Mr.  Ichabod  C.  Itnrtlelt  ns 
a  person  Qualified  for  a  Kediilor  of  Spirituous  Liquors  and  rtrconiuK'nil 
htni  tu  the  iuNjiector  for  License  for  that  l*ur]HMe 

Peter  Sk'e]ier  \  Selectmen  of 

Ivhetie/er  Kiittbalt  (  Ni-w  ChesUr 

The  disposition  of  the  public  tots  came  up  for  discussion 
many  times  in  town  meeting,  but  a  vote  to  sell  could  not  be 
obtained  till  iHoz,  when  it  was  voted  to  sell  at  auction  all  the 
public  lots,  except  the  ministerial  lots. 

The  account  of  the  town  officers  allowed  at  the  annua)  town 
meeting  in  1803  was  as  follows :  Town  clerk,  1^3.45  ;  treasurer, 
$5 ;  W.  W.  Sargent,  selectman,  $^.42 ;  Kljenozcr  Kiuikill, 
selectman,  $3.00;  total,  $14.87.  This  year,  (or  the  first  liinc, 
the  town  voted  to  elect  its  ofiicers  by  IkiUoI. 

In  1804,  it  was  voted  to  allow  workmen  on  the  highway 
sixty-seven  cents  per  day  until  the  last  day  oi  September, 
each  man  to  furnish  his  own  diet  and  tools ;  after  that  date 
fifty  cents  per  day  was  allowed. 

For  a  number  of  years  there  was  some  friction  between 
New  Chester  and  Alexandria  over  the  divisional  line.  IJotli 
towns  claimed  James  Murray  as  a  citizen,  while  he  supposed  he 
was  a  resident  of  New  Chester.  In  1803,  he  was  warned  to 
appear  at  a  training  in  Alexandria  to  which  he  paid  no  atten- 
tion. Thereupon  the  commander  of  the  company,  Capt.  Robt. 
McMurphy,  imposed  a  fine  which  Murray  paid,  and  then 
brotightsuit  against  the  captain  for  collecting  a  fine  unlawfully. 
This  action  was  supimrled  by  New  Chester  in  order  to  have  the 
true  line  established.  The  case  drifted  along  till  iSii,  when 
the  town,  tired  of  delay,  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  the 
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nppoiiitiiieitt  of  a  coiuiniltee  to  determiiie  the  true  jurisdictional 
line  between  the  two  towns.  The  prayer  was  granted,  and  Wil- 
liam Webster,  Broadstreet  Moody,  and  Enoch  Colby,  Usq., 
were  appointed  as  the  connnittee.  Their  report  was  not  placed 
on  record,  but  it  was  evidently  in  lavor  of  New  Chester,  as 
William  Murray  continued  to  be  taxed  as  a  resident  of  that 
town. 

Nothing  escaped  taxation  in  those  days,  and  the  taxes 
were  collected  with  relentless  exactness.  Here  is  an  account 
of  a  tax-collector's  sale  in  1807:  A  wooden  bowl,  ten  cents; 
mortar  and  pestle,  twenty  cents;  saddle  hags,  ten  cents ;  bridle, 
forty  cents;  saddle,  $2.10;  horse,  fa. 60. 

In  1808,  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  provide  "powder, 
lead,  and  flints  as  the  law  directs." 

The  poverty  of  the  people  and  the  scarcity  of  money  led  to 
the  practice  of  taking  notes  in  payment  for  timber  sold  from  the 
public  lots,  for  the  lots  when  they  were  sold,  and  to  some  extent 
for  taxes  due.  When  money  was  received  by  the  town,  it  was 
loaned  in  small  .sums  to  men  in  town,  often  with  doubtful 
security,  for  want  of  a  better  mode  of  investment.  In  1810, 
New  Chester  Iield  notes  to  the  value  of  $2,217,  °^^  ^^  small  as 
J68,  This  system  brought  into  the  hands  of  the  town  a  large 
number  of  promises  to  pay.  The  collection  of  the  principal  and 
interest  was  the  source  of  great  trouble  to  the  authorities,  and 
tlii.-!  .subjoct  fretineiitly  came  up  for  consideration  in  town  meet- 
ing- Cnrr  II  use  was  made  a  ctnnmiltcc  lu  hold  these  notes  and 
collect  interest  and  principal  when  due. 

In  18(6,  there  was  a  proposition  Iwfore  the  town  of  New 
Chesler  to  exchange  that  portion  of  its  territory  lying  west  of 
Newfound  river  and  lake  for  that  part  of  Alexandria  lying  south 
of  Smith's  river.  This  exchange  would  have  greatly  improved 
the  symmetry  of  both  towns,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the 
map,  but  the  vote  of  New  Chester  was  recorded  against  the 
proposed  change. 

In  1816,  and  again  in  1K19,  (he  division  of  the  town  was 
con.sidcrcd,  and  each  time  the  action  of  the  town  was  against 
the  pro|H)Scd  movement.  The  latter  year,  Ivben.  Kimball  was 
elected  an  agent  to  oppose  the  taking  of  any  part  of  the  territory 
of  New  Chester  for  the  new  town. 

During  the  thirty-one  years  and  more  since  the  division  of 
New  Chester,  the  old  town  and  the  new  had  nmdc  material 
progress.  Two  villages  had  .sprung  into  existence;  that  now 
known  as  Hill  village,  and  Uridgewater  village,  on  the  banks  of 
Newfound  river,  now  Bristol.  The  lonner  had  its  store,  its  saw- 
mill and  grist-mill,  its  carding-  and  futhng-niills,  which  brought 
custom  from  many  miles  distant,  and  a  church.  Union  bridge 
had  been  constructed  across  the  Pemigewasset  river  at  Hill  vil- 
lage, and  from  this  point  the  Mew  Chester  and  Oaiibury  pike  had 
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been  opened  to  George's  mills  in  Daiibnry.  Public  highways 
had  been  opened  and  many  new  settlers  had  found  homes  within 
the  town.  The  people  were  intelligent  and  progressive,  h'or 
many  yeans  a  circulating  library  had  Ix^en  siistainvd.  School- 
houses  stood  in  varions  parts  of  the  town,  and  the  schools  were 
generously  supported.  A  post-office  had  been  established  and 
at  this  time,  1819,  Kbenezer  Kimball  was  postnia-stcr. 

Ill  Bridgewater,  as  in  New  Chester,  the  hard  labor  of  the 
husbandman  had  changed  many  acres  o(  forest  into  fertile  fields, 
while  at  Bridgewater  village,  manufactures  and  trade  had  be- 
come important  adjuncts  in  the  growth  of  the  town.  The  second 
story  of  the  first  blacksmith  shop  in  town,  where  is  now  Cavis's 
store,  was  utilized  a.s  a  hatter's  shop ;  a  second  binck-smith  .shop 
stood  where  is  now  Posl-officc  block  ;  while  a  third  stood  where 
the  Abel  block  now  stands.  John  Tolford,  Jr.,  and  Thomas 
Dunlap  were  in  trade  where  is  now  White's  block,  Joseph 
Fowler  had  opened  a  harness  shop  in  a  small  building  next  to 
the  bridge  where  a  larger  one  now  stands.  Icliabod  C.  Bartlett 
had  outgrown  the  little  room  in  the  log  cabin  of  Sherbum  Til- 
ton,  for  a  store,  and  was  doing  a  )ar(>;er  and  more  prosperous 
business  in  a  woo<lcn  building  very  nearly  in  the  center  of  the 
square,  while  the  log  cabin  iLself  had  given  way  to  a  two-story 
tavern.  A  ^U)w-luill  and  :i  grisl-uiill  had  been  ert'cled  on  the  sonlli 
side  of  the  river,  and  the  saw-mill  and  the  grist-mill  on  the  north 
side  had  given  way  to  a  tannery.  Another  tannery  was  in 
operation  on  Pleasant  street,  near  the  river,  in  connection  with  a 
large  shoe  shop,  and  Jonathan  Powers  was  operating  a  fulling- 
mill  where  is  now  C.  N.  Merrill's  grist-mill.  Dr.  Timothy  Kel- 
ley  and  Dr.  Beuj.  Gale  had  served  the  people,  and  removed; 
Dr.  Walter  I.  Wardrol>c,  after  a  brici  inncticir,  bad  met  a  tragic 
fate,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Smith  attended  to  the  bcallb  of  the  com- 
munity. A  post-office  was  presided  over  by  Moses  11.  Hra<lley, 
Esq.,  while  this  gentleman  and  Jerahmeel  Bowers,  Esq.,  divid- 
ed the  legal  business  of  the  town.  The  Pemigewasset  bridge 
had  been  erected  at  the  northeast  part  of  the  town,  and  Maybew 
turnpike  constructed.  A  church  had  been  erected  on  the  turn- 
pike, and  the  construction  of  the  red  schoolhouse  on  Lake 
street  commenced,  while  twenty-six  dwellings  furnished  homes 
or  the  people  in  the  village. 

Such  is  a  hasty  glance  of  the  growing  village  of  Bridge- 
water  in  i8ig.  A  more  detailed  account  of  the  factors  in  the 
growth  of  the  town  is  given  elsewhere,  but  this  sketch  shows 
that  along  Newfound  river  were  elements  of  growth  which,  if 
united  under  one  town  government,  were  destined  to  result  in  a 
more  prosperotis  commnnity  thau  could  be  otherwise. 

"Tlie  people  of  Bridgewater  village  were  a  unit  in  favor  of  a 
new  town,  and  meetings  of  the  citi>:ens  were  held  to  di.<«:uss 
s  to  further  the  scheme,     At  one  of  these  meetings  Capt. 
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Jaiiics  Miiiot  pro|ws(;d  that  llic  now  town  should  be  called 
Bristol,  after  an  English  town  of  that  name.  Capt.  Minotwas  a 
man  of  influence ;  no  one  proposed  a  better  name,  and  so  it  was 
decided  then  and  there  that  Bristol  should  be  the  name  of  the 
new  town. 

When  the  legislature  assembled  iu  June,  1819,  a  petition 
was  presented  praying  for  the  incorporation  of  Bristol.  This 
petition  was  favorably  acted  upon,  and  June  24,  1819,  an  act 
incoqMraling  the  southern  part  of  Bridjrcwatcr  and  the  northern 
|>art  ol  New  Chester  into  a  new  town  by  the  nniiic  of  Bristol  was 
{Kissed. 

The  name  of  New  Chester  was  changed  Jan.  14,  1837,  to 
Hill,  in  honor  of  Hon.  Isaac  Hill,  then  governor  of  the  state. 
The  town  was  disannexed  from  Grafton  county  July  i,  1868 
and  made  a  part  of  Merrimack  county. 
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CHAPTER  VlII 

BRISTOL    FROM    ITS    INCORPORATION    TILL    THE 
PUBLICATION  OF  THIS  HISTORY 

Man,  through  all  a^es  of  revolving  time, 
Unchauging  niati,  in  every  varyiug  clime, 
Deeuii  hJB  own  lun<t  of  every  luiid  llie  pride, 
Itiilovitl  of  henvL-ii  o'er  nil  t1ie  wortil  bexide : 
His  home,  the  spot  of  eiirtli  Buprcmely  blest, 
A  dearer,  sweeter  spot  than  all  the  rest. 

— flfon  igomery. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation  by  which 
the  town  oi  Bristol  was  brought  into  being : 

State  of  New  IldiiipBhirc. 

I,.  S. 
In  the  yeitr  n(  <>nr  1^)n1.  one  lliouKiiud  eit;hl  humlreii  ntnl  nitieleen. 

An  ucl  to  iiiuoTi>orule  the  iiihiiUitunU  of  the  northerly  piirt  of  New 
Chester  and  southerly  part  of  Uiidgewatcr  into  a  separate  town  by  the 
name  of  Bristol. 

Whshuas,  a  petition  sigued  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Bridgewater  and  New  Chester  in  the  county  of  Grafton  praying  to  he  in- 
corporated into  a  separate  town  has  been  presented  to  the  General  Court 
and  the  prayer  thereof  appearing  reasonable,  therefore 

Sec.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  convened  thnt  nil  tlie  inhabitanls  and  lands  of  rniid  Itridije- 
water  l^ng  south  of  and  comprehended  within  the  following  limits  vix., 
beginning  at  Feniigewassct  rivtr  at  the  aoalli  east  comer  of  lot  38  in  the 
first  division  of  lots  in  said  llrjd^ewater,  thence  running  to  the  north  e^uit 
corner  of  Lot  66  in  the  third  division,  thence  northerly  running  to  the 
easterly  aide  of  lots  numbered  go  and  78  to  the  north  east  corner  of  lot 
numbered  78,  in  the  second  division,  thence  to  the  south  east  comer  of 
lot  No.  6p,  in  the  second  division,  thence  northerly  to  the  north  east  cor- 
ner of  said  lot  No,  69,  thence  westerly  on  the  range  line  to  Newfound 
lake,  and  also  comprehending  all  that  ]iart  of  New  Chester  wliicli  lies 
northerly  of  Smith's  river,  so  cnllcil,  1>e  and  the  same  are  iMCor]>nrateil 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  tlristiil,  ami  the  inhablhmls  who  now  reside, 
or  shall  hereafter  reside  within  the  aforementioned  l>aiindiiries  are  nmde 
and  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate  and  invested  with  all  the 
powers,  privileges  and  immuuitics  which  other  towns  in  this  state  are  en- 
titled to  enjoy. 

Sec.  a.  And  be  it  further  enacted  that  the  corporate  property  of  the 
towns  of  Bridgewater  and  New  Chester  which  is  now  situated  witliin  tlie 
above  described  lionndaries  and  territory,  or  the  avails  thereof  shall  be- 
long to  said  Bristol,  but  the  right  or  interest  which  any  person  has  in  any 
school  house  in  aaid  Uridgewater  and  New  Chester  shall  not  be  assessed 

Sec.  3.     And  he  it  further  enacted  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
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said  Bridgewater  wlilcb  is  by  this  act  iucluded  In  said  town  of  Bristol 
ahall  coutintie  to  enjoy  nuituptiired  by  this  act  their  present  tight  of 
P«saii]R  and  TCparaing  on  the  Majrhew  turnpike  toU  free. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  that  James  Miiipt,  I.  C.  Bttrtlett 
and  Josepli  Klntiders,  or  atiy  two  of  tlieni,  shall  call  tlie  annual  and  first 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Bristol. 

Matthew  Harvey,  Speaker. 
In  Senate,  June  14,  1819. 
The  foregoing  bill  was  brought  np,  read  a  third  time,  and  enacted. 

Jona.  Harvey,  l*reB, 
Junea4,  1819.     Approved. 

Samuel  Bell,  Gov. 

On  the  twenty-first  day  of  February,  1820,  the  three  men 
named  in  the  act  of  incorporation  united  in  the  call  (or  the  first 
town  meeting.     This  warrant  read  as  follows : 

State  of  New  Hampshire.    Grafton  SS. 

L.  S. 

This  is  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  freeliolders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Bristol,  qvalified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  meedngs,  to  meet 
at  the  school  house  in  Bristol  village  on  Tuesday  the  fourteenth  day  of 
March,  next,  at  nine  of  the  clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles : 

ist.    To  choose  a  moderator. 

lad.  To  choose  a  town  clerk,  selectmen,  town  treasurer,  constables, 
surveyors  of  highways,  surveyors  of  lumber,  tithingmen,  Inspectors  of 
achooln,  fence  viewers,  senlers  of  leatlier,  seiilcra  ol^wctghts  and  incns- 
nrcs,  hoKbccvc8,  collector  of  tnxcs,  cunlern  of  wood,  cullers  of  staves, 
field  drivers,  and  all  other  town  ofTiccrs  thouglit  proper. 

3rd.  To  vote  for  governor,  councillor  for  tlie  county  of  Grafton, 
senator  for  district  No.  11,  county  treasurer,  and  register  of  deeds  for  the 
county  of  Grafton. 

4tli.  To  choose  one  man  duly  qualified  to  represent  this  town  in  the 
General  Court  the  year  ensuing. 

5th.  To  see  how  much  money  the  town  will  raise  for  the  support  of 
schools,  for  repair  of  highways,  and  to  defray  town  charges  the  year  en- 

6tb.     To  choose  a  committee  to  divide  the  town  into  school  districts. 
7th.    To  ace  if  the  town  will  make  bylaws  to  prevent  swine  from  run- 
ning at  large  in  Bristol  village  within  the  following  limits :  westerly  by 
Newfound  river  to  Walter  Sleeper's,  northerly  to  the  turnpike  gate,  east 
to  Jeremiah  Hubbard's,  and  south  to  David  Cheney's. 

8th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  allow  the  account  of  Joseph  Flanders 
and  others. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seal  at  Bristol,  Peb.  31,  1830. 
James  Miiiot,  ] 

Ichabod   C.  Bartlett,  [-Committee. 
Joseph  Plandcrs,        J 

The  full  records  of  this  town  meeting  are  as  follows : 

Town  Meeting,  March  14,  1830. 
Agreeable  to  the  foregoing  warrant  met  at  the  time  and  place  therein 
6a 
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notified,  and  after  reading  the  act  of  incorponition  and  the  wiimiiiK  pro- 
ceeded by  baUotto  chooBC  a  modcTatar  and  Josepli  KliilidcrH  was  clinHcii. 

By  request  of  Elljuli  Itatrick  vottxl  that  he  be  exciiHcil  f  rum  [laying  ii 
poll  tax. 

Proceeded  by  ballot  to  choose  a  town  clerk,  and  Jiuiiea  Miiiot  was 
chosen  and  qualified  accordingly. 

Proceeded  by  bullot  to  choose  selectmen,  and  Josepli  Flmiden,  MoHca 
W.  Slee|>er  and  Joliii  Clout;li  win-  choXL-ii  and  qualified  aci-iinliiiKly. 

I'rocLVHkil  by  Imllol  lo  cIioohl-  a  town  IreoHnrer,  and  IcItalHKl  C.  lliirt- 
lelt  was  cliosen  and  qualified  accordingly. 

Voted  to  accept  of  Jamca  Minot  and  Saimiel  Sleeper  as  his  bondsmen. 

Proceeded  by  ballot  to  choose  a  constable,  and  Peter  Hazclton  was 
chosen  and  qualified  accordingly. 

The  ballots  being  ca1lc<l  For  for  governor,  councillor,  senator,  county 
treasurer,  and  registLT  of  deeds  : — 

For  Governor. 
Samuel  Bell  had  91  votes.    John  Orr  had  5  votes 

David  Sterrel  had  i  Robert  Smith  had  3 

For  Councillor. 
ZedntboD  Wilson  had       70  votes.    Jobn  Frank  had  37  votes 

For  Senator. 
Abiather  B.  Bretton  had     69  votes.     Thomas  Whipple  had  37  votes 

County  Tri'usurcr. 
WillioJii  Webster  hud  76  voles.     Ilviijuniin  Merrill  had  3 1  voles 

KcKiHtLTof  Deuls. 
Kphraini  Kingsbury  hud   70  voli-s.    John  Page.  Jr.,  hud  37  voles 

Which  -were  read  in  open  town  meeting. 

Proceeded  by  ballot  to  choose  a  person  to  represent  the  town  of  Bris- 
tol in  the  legislature  of  this  state  the  ensuing  year  and  James  Hlnot  was 

Chose  Moses  Sleeper,  John  Sanborn,  Timothy  Eastman,  Isaac  Dodge, 
Thomas  Dimond,  Amos  Sleeper,  Reuben  Kidder,  Renj.  I.ocke.  Jonathan 
Fellows,  Levi  DoUoff,  Joshua  Page,  Samuel  Ttrrell,  nnd  liuhraim  Mer- 
rill surveyors  of  highway  all  of  whom  were  qualilied  accordingly. 

Chose  Isaac  Dodge  and  Joliti  SuiIIIt  surveyors  of  luiidier  tlicy  were 
qualified  accordingly. 

Proceeded  by  ballot  to  choose  tithinguicu  and  Thomas  Eastman  and 
David  True!  were  chosen. 

Clioee  Moses  H.  Bradley,  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett  and  William  Lewis  in- 
spectors of  schools. 

Chose  Abraham  Dollolf,  Daniel  Sleeper  and  Samuel  Sleeper  fence 
viewers  they  were  qualified  accordingly. 

Chose  Theophilus  Sanborn  sealer  of  leather  he  was  qualified  accord- 
ingly. 

Chose  Timothy  Eastnian  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  he  was 
qualified  accordingly. 

Chose  Wiseman  Truel,  Richard  Sawyer,  John  Kidder,  Jr.,  Levi  Dol- 
loff,  Jonathan  Powers,  David  Sanborn  and  Timothy  Eastman  hogreeves 
all  of  whom  were  qualified  accordingly  except  DolloH. 

Chose  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett  and  Moaes  H.  Bradley  corders  of  wood. 

Chose  Daniel  Cheney  and  Thomas  Duulap  cullers  of  staves.  Daniel 
Cheney  was  qualified  accordingly. 

The  collection  of  taxes  was  bid  off  for  three  uenU  on  11  dollar  by  Wal- 
ter Sleeper. 

Chose  Walter  Sleeper  collector  of  bixes,  and  volnl  to  ucce])t  Mosi-s 
Worthen  and  B<:lijaniin  Kidder  as  his  l>oudsmeu. 
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Vdliil  in  Tiiiitc  (iDi;  liniiilri'il  ntiil  lifty  iloUurs  iu  nilditiDii  to  what  tliu 
taw  ri'quires  for  the  support  ot  scliools. 

Voted  to  raise  six  hundred  dollars  to  repair  highmays. 

Vottil  tliiit  t-ncli  mnti  lio  nllowtil  oitu  dollar  iter  day  for  work  on  the 
hif;1iw[iy  until  thu  middle  of  July  next  uiid  only  fifty  ceiita  ix-T  day  after 
that  time. 

Voted  to  raise  three  hundred  and  Dfty  dollars  to  defray  town  charges. 

Chose  BenJEimia  Locke,  Samuel  Sleeper,  James  Minot,  Abraham  Dol- 
lofi  and  Nathan  Sleeper  a  committee  to  divide  the  town  into  school  die- 
Voted  that  Mrs.  Puller  be  matiifaiined  the  ensuing  year  by  the  peiaon 
who  will  do  it  for  the  least  sum  ami  to  have  (he  use  of  her  cow  and  two 
sheep,  her  bed  and  beddiuf;  and  clntliiug  and  was  struck  off  to  Benjamin 
Kidder  at  thtrty-four  cents  per  week  exclusive  of  doctor's  bills. 

Voted  that  the  following  resolve  be  passed : 

Resolved,  that  uo  swine  at  any  time  of  the  year  shall  be  suffered  to 

f;o  at  lar^e  in  the  common  or  highway  in  the  compact  part  of  Bristol  vil- 
nge  nor  in  the  roads  leading  therefrom  within  the  following  limits,  vir.., 
from  the  bridge  by  Dodge  inn  In  said  village  to  Walter  Sleeper's  on  the 
Newfound  river  road,  from  said  bridge  by  Daniels'  iiiti  to  Jeremiah  Hub- 
tianl's,  from  sitid  bridge  iiortherty  to  the  turn]>ike  gate,  and  from  said 
britlni"  "iiullu-rly  Hi   Dnnicl   Cheney's  on  penalty  that  the  owner  of  the 


so  goiiiR  nl  Ini^e  forfeit  and  pay^  two  dollars  for  each  offence  to  be 

rred  by  action  of  debt  beforeanyjnsticeof  the  peace  by  any  hogreeve 

r  inhabitant  of  said  Bristol  who  will  sue  for  the  same  with  cost  of  prose- 


e  moiety  of  said  penalty  to  go  to  the  prosecutor  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  school  district  where  the  offence  Is  com- 
mitted unless  it  shall  appear  that  said  swine  were  accidentally  out  of  the 
owner's  iuclosure. 

There  is  no  signature  to  this  record  by  tlie  clerk, 

I<isl  tif  purson.s  :i.s.scKsi.-(l  for  Inxos  in  Bristol  in  Ihc  spring  ol 


District  No.   1. 


John  Merrill 
Widow  Mary  Merrill 
John  H.  Saiiboni 
Nathan  Sleeper 
Jeremiah  Hnbbard 
John  R.  nilis 
Wiseman  Trucll 


Jonathan  Merrill,  Jr. 
Robert  Smith 
Maj.  T.  H.  Saiiboni 
David  Truell 
George  W.  Truell 
Joshna  l*age 
I'oUy  Sauboru 


District  No,  2. 


Moses  Bennett 
Peter  Sleeper 
David  Sleeper 
Daiiiol  Cheney 
Isanc  Doflge 
William  lA'wis 
N.  S.  Hcrry 
Nathaniel  R.  Clark 
Joseph  Fowler 
John  Hale 


I.  C.  Bartlett 
William  Keezer 
N ester  Young 
J.  Bowers,  ICscj. 
Caleb  Sawyer 
R.  H.  Sawyer 
J.  I'landcrs 
Robert  Brown 
Walter  Sleeper 
Jonathaii  Powers 
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Seth  Daniels 
Timothy  Kastroan 
John  Tolford 
Thomas  Dunlap 
Moses  H.  Bradley 
Peter  Hazeltoii 
Dr.  Samuel  Smith 
James  Htnot 


Stephen  Simonds 
Daniel  Sanborn 
Samuel  Sleeper 
Fry  Holt 
David  Simonds 
Samuel  Russell 
Mrs,  Iletsey  Sleei»er 


District  No.  3. 


Josiah  Herbert 
Samuel  Worthen 
Moses  Worthen 
IJdward  Kastman 
Moses  W.  Sleeper 
Benjamin  Hall 


Daniel  Kidder 
Rowell  Straw 
Josiah  Fellows 
Jonathan  Fellows 
Benjamin  Emmons,  Jr, 
Samuel  Heath 


David  Baton 
Robert  Heath 
David  Foster 
Jounlliau  Huntington 
Levi  Nelson 
Reuben  Kidder 

District  No.  4. 

Samuel  Heath,  Jr. 


Samuel  Worthen,  Jr. 
Sanmcl  Hoyt 
Moses  Heath 
John  Hiise 


Reuben  Emmons 
Robert  Moore 
David  Mason 
l,evi  Dolioff 
John  Gordon 


Jonah  Tirrell 
Samael  Tirrell 
John  Tirrell 
Daniel  Tirrell 
Jacob  Gtirdy 
Elisha  Gurdy 
Benj.  IfOcke 
Favor  Locke 
Benj.  Kidder,  Jr. 
Benj.  Sanborn 


John  Clough 
Moses  Sleeper 
Daniel  Sleeper 


Ephm.  Merrill 
Abraham  DoUoff 
Joseph  Brown 
S.  T.  Brown 
John  Cilley 


District  No.  6. 

William  Sanborn 
Smith  Powell 
Samuel  Gurdy 
John  Gnrdy 
Amos  Drew 
Samuel  Brown 
Moses  Emmons 
Salley  Tinell 
John  Kidder,  Jr. 

District  No.  7. 

Jeremiah  Bean 
Person  How 
Robert  Downing. 
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District  No.   8. 


Edmond  Brown 
David  Cheney 
David  Cheney,  Jr. 
Josiah  Fellows,  Jr. 
Thos.  Dimond 
Peter  Fellows 


Josiah  Fellows 
Levi  Fnller 
Jonth.  Ingalls 
Isaac  Sweat 
John  Pattee 


Moses  Atwood 
Samuel  T.  W.  Sleeper 
John  Sleeper 
Moses  Sleeper 
Asa  Hastings 
Jonas  Hastings 


Gilnian  Ingalls 
William  Mudgett 
Widow  Nancy  Ferrin 
Col.  Samnel  Sleeper 
Moses  Atwood,  Jr. 
Jona.  Atwood 


The  first  town  iiiccliiig  wEtt  held  in  the  little  sclioolhouse 
that  sUmxI  on  the  west  side  o(  North  Main  street,  jwst  north  of 
the  hotel.  'I'he  next  town  meeting,  held  in  October  following, 
was  called  to  meet  in  the  Methodist  chapel  on  North  Main 
street,  near  the  base  of  Sugar  hill,  and  there  all  town  meetings 
were  held  from  that  time  until  the  present  town  house  was 
erected. 

The  people  of  this  new  town  were  highly  pleased  with  them- 
selves and  their  bright  prospects.  They  believed  -  that  the  town 
wa.s  destined  to  become  in  tlie«near  future  the  most  important 
in  this  section  of  the  state.  They  even  deluded  themselves  with 
tlie  belief  that  the  legislature  would  recognize  their  importance 
by  making  Bristol  one  of  the  sliire-towns  of  the  county.  Ac- 
cordingly, at  the  annual  meeting  held  in  1822,  it  was  voted  to 
raise  sufficient  money  to  construct  a  court-house,  in  addition  to 
what  might  be  raised  by  private  subscription,  provided  the 
legislature  should  vote  to  remove  the  court-house  from  Plymouth 
to  Bristol.  Richard  H.  Sawyer,  Joseph  Flanders,  and  N.  S. 
Berry  were  elected  a  connnittee  to  receive  subscriptions.  Noth- 
ing came  of  this  movement,  however,  and  the  court-house  still 
remains  at  Plymouth. 

Jan.  3,  1832,  the  will  of  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  of  Con- 
cord, was  proved.  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  large  owner  of  real 
estate  in  Bristol  and  elsewhere,  nearly  all  of  which  property  he 
willed  for  charitable  purposes.  To  the  town  of  Bristol  he  de- 
vi.scd  three  lots  of  land  (or  the  puqwsc  of  building  n  meeting- 
hoiuie  of  the  Congregational  or  Presbyterian  order,  and  estab- 
lishing a  fund  for  the  support  of  preaching.'  Mr.  Thompson 
was  also  owner  of  the  greater  part  of  the  mill  lot  in  this  village 

'Tfaii  mbject  Is  treated  more  at  length  in  the  history  of  the  Cong- 
rcgatioiial  church. 
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(Lot.  6i) ;  a  lot  of  land  lying  north  of  the  mill  lot  which  he 
had  purchased  of  William  Pattee ;  the  mills,  machinery,  tools  and 
buildings  on  said  land ;  the  south  half  of  Lot  35,  Third  Division, 
and  a  part  of  Lot  88.  One-half  of  all  this  property  he  willed  to 
Dartmouth  college,  for  the  support  ol  a  professorship  of  the 
Greek  and  Latin  languages;  oae-Iourth  to  the  New  Hampshire 
Missionary  society,  and  one-fourth  to  the  American  Ivdncntinn 
society. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  of  1823,  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented, signed  by  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  southeast  part 
of  Alexandria,  praying  Bristol  to  endorse  a  movement  to  have 
that  part  of  Alexandria  annexed  to  Bristol.  Tlie  town  voted  to 
accept  the  portion  named  if  the  legislature  would  make  the 
transfer.  Tlie  same  question  came  up  «»ce  or  twice  in  later 
years,  but  did  not  result  in  clianging  tlie  town  lines.  In  1829, 
the  town  voted  to  accept  a  portion  o(  the  town  of  Bridgewater  in 
the  same  way,  but  nothing  came  of  that  movement.  It  was 
voted  not  to  allow  horses  and  cattle  to  nm  at  large,  under  a 
penalty  of  two  dollars  for  each  offense,  and  to  allow  Gilman  In- 
galls  five  dollars  for  a  bad  bill  he  took  the  year  previous  while 
collecting  taxes.  In  1830,  the  town  appropriated  tioo  for  the 
repair  of  the  old  Methodist  chapel  on  condition  that  it  should 
still  be  used  by  the  town  (or  town  meetings. 

Three  public  lots  came  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of 
Bristol.  Lot  No.  i.  Third  Division,  was  a  school  lot,  and  was 
sold  by  Bridgewater,  in  1798,  t(iJohn  Harriman  for  $201.  The 
proceeds  of  this  sale  were  probably  used  for  the  benefit  of  the 
schools  of  the  town  at  that  time,  so  that  Bridgewater  had  no  cor- 
porate funds  from  the  sale  of  this  lot  to  turn  over  to  Bristol.  In 
that  portion  of  New  Chester  now  llristol,  there  was  a  school  lot. 
No.  37,  Third  Division,  on  Smith's  river,  sold  in  1791,  and  "a 
point  of  land  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  lake  and  a  small  island 
opposite"  which  was  a  parsonage  lot.  Bristol  claimed  the  avails 
of  the  sale  of  these  lots,  and  New  Chester  was  not  disposed  to 
pay.  This  subject  came  up  in  town  meeting  several  times,  and, 
in  1826,  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  adjust  the  matter,  but 
not  to  accept  a  dollar  less  than  the  claim  of  the  town,  which 
was  $444,52.  No  satisfactory  settlement  being  effected,  Bristol 
brought  suit  and  recovered  $505.17,  and  1^66.71  as  cu.sts.  This 
was  paid  iu  January,  1829.  Bristol  applied  the  amount  received 
as  costs  towards  the  current  expenses  of  the  town  ;  $405.17  was 
appropriated  for  a  school  fund,  and  the  balance,  $100,  went  into 
the  town  treasury  as  a  ministerial  fund,  and  is  the  money  on 
which  Bristol  is  still  paying  the  annual  interest  of  six  dollars  to 
the  churches  of  Bristol. 

In  1836,  Congress  voted  to  divide  among  the  several  states, 
in  four  installments,  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  government 
{$36,000,000),  the  .same  to  be  repaid  to  the  general  government 
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if  called  lor.  The  proportion  that  was  to  be  paid  to  New  Hamp- 
shire was$893,ii5.7i.  New  Hampshire  passed  an  act  Jan.  13, 
1837.  distributing  this  money  among  the  towns  o(  the  state,  one- 
hall  in  proportion  to  the  valuation,  and  one-half  according  to 
tlie  ratable  polls,  the  same  to  be  refunded  to  the  state  if  called 
for.  The  first  installment  paid  to  New  Hampshire  was  $223,- 
028.93.  ^^  records  in  town  can  be  found  showing  the  amount 
that  Bristol  received,  and  the  state  treasurer  made  no  record  for 
the  use  of  the  state ;  or,  as  citiimod,  the  slate  record  was  later 
pnr)K)scly  destroyed.  In  \.\\c  New /fatiifishirc Patriot  oi  l'"ch.  13, 
1837,  however,  the  stale  treasurer  published  the  amount  that 
each  town  was  entitled  to  receive  under  the  first  distribution, 
and  it  is  there  stated  that  Bristol  was  entitled  to  ^56.85.  It  is 
to  be  presumed,  therefore,  that  this  amount  was  paid  to  Bristol. 
Two  other  payments  were  made  to  the  state,  and  presumably  to 
the  several  towns,  each  of  the  same  amount  as  the  first.  The 
fourth  payment  was  never  made  by  the  general  government, 
owing  to  a  threatened  war  with  England. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  1837,  Nathaniel  S.  Berry 
was  appointed  the  agent  of  the  town  to  receive  this  mouey,  and 
he  was  authorized  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  town  for  its  security. 
At  the  same  time  the  town  voted  that  the  money  should  be 
placed  in  the  town  treasury  and  loaned  by  the  selectmen  to  resi- 
dents of  the  town  in  sums  of  not  more  than  $200,  nor  less  than 
twenty-five  dollar.^,  for  no  longer  time  than  one  year. 

The  vt-ry  next  yenr,  however,  tin?  town  was  in  financial 
straits.  The  court  had  ordered  the  construction  of  a  road 
from  Jonathan  Merrill's  to  Smith's  river  (Sec  Highways),  and 
the  town  voted  to  take  its  surplus  money  to  pay  for  the  construc- 
tion of  this  road. 

In  1843,  the  question,  "Should  capital  punishment  be  abol- 
ished?" was  submitted  to  the  people,  and  the  vote  in  Bristol 
was.  Yes,  29;  No,  91. 

The  subject  of  a  town  hall  first  came  up  in  town  meeting 
in  1R41,  and  lor  eicht  years  was  a  Imne  o(  contention.  It  was 
first  voted  not  to  buy  the  old  Methodist  chapel  for  a  town  hall ; 
then  it  was  voted  to  see  what  the  chapel  could  be  bought  for.  A 
vote  was  then  passed  to  build  in  connection  with  an  academy  if 
parties  could  agree ;  if  not,  to  build  alone.  In  March,  1846,  it 
was  voted  to  take  $300  of  llie  money  received  from  the  sale  of 
the  poor-farm  and  raise  $200  in  addition  for  a  town  hall ;  Caleb 
S.  Beedc,  Joseph  Moore,  and  S.  S.  Merrill  were  elected  a  coin- 
niittee  to  build  the  house.  Sept.  5,  1846,  a  special  meeting  was 
held  to  consider  tiie  subject.  A  new  conniiittee  of  three  was 
elected  to  ascertain  what  the  old  chapel  could  be  bought  for, 
and  the  old  committee  was  discharged.  Later,  at  this  same 
meeting,  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  purchase  a  building 
lot  of  "Mrs.  Bradley."     lu  1848,  it  was  voted  not  to  build ;  but 
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in  March,  1849,  a  committee  of  three,  consistintf  of  S.  C.  Brown, 
Levi  Bartlett,  and  Joseph  Moore,  was  chosen  to  draft  plans  for 
a  town  house  to  cost  not  more  than  $1,200;  to  raise  by  taxation 
$500,  and  to  hire,  if  necessary,  $700  more.  Tliis  committee 
went  ahead  without  further  instruction,  and  built  a  town  house 
that  year,  on  Summer  street,  Caleb  S.  TJeede  heiuf;  the  builder. 
The  first  town  ineeliiig  was  held  in  the  new  hall  in  March,  1850. 

The  building  as  originally  constructed  was  45  x  54  feet. 
The  entrance  was  from  a  porch  14  at  13  feet.  On  the  west  of  the 
porch  was  the  selectmen's  room  14  j-a  x  13  feet ;  on  the  east  was 
another  room  of  the  same  size  used  as  a  wood  room  and  for  the 
stairway  to  the  attic.  The  hall  had  a  floor  space  of  the  same 
width  as  the  porch,  extending  north  and  south,  and  on  both 
sides  were  fixed  pine  benches  on  the  amphitheater  style.  At 
the  north  end  was  a  platform  about  eight  feet  square,  raised 
about  eighteen  inches  above  the  floor.  This  platform  was  sur- 
rounded by  matched  boards  three  feet  or  more  high,  which  kept 
the  voters  from  crowding  upon  the  town  officials  at  town  meet- 
ings. When  the  young  people  gave  a  theatrical  entertainment, 
a  stage  was  bnilt  above  the  seats  on  the  east  side,  and  the  Boor 
space  was  filled  with  settees. 

In  1872,  the  hall  was  enlarged.  An  addition  of  twenty  feet 
was  added  to  the  building  ou  {lie  north,  the  floor  was  relaid  on 
a  level,  and  a  stage  twelve  feet  wide  was  made,  extending  across 
the  north  end.  On  the  south,  about  ten  feet  of  the  porch  and 
rooms  on  both  sides  were  added  to  the  hall,  leaving  only  a  nar- 
row room  for  ticlcet  office  on  the  west,  and  a  storeroom  on  the 
east.  At  the  northwest  corner,  a  selectmen's  room  11x15  f^t 
was  constructed,  which  has  since  been  enlarged  to  11  x  27  feet. 
These  improvements  cost  $2,000.  The  attic  over  the  hall  has 
been  used  as  an  armory  for  the  local  military  companies,  for 
meetings  of  fraternal  societies,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  lockup,  that  stands  at  the  northeast  comer  of  the  town 
hall,  was  built  in  1891.  Its  dimensions  are  12  x  28  feet,  and  it 
contains  two  cells.  Since  its  erection,  it  has  been  used  but  a 
few  times  for  the  confinement  of  criminals,  sometimes  a  year  hav- 
ing passed  without  a  commitment  for  a  violation  of  the  law.  It 
has  been  used  chiefly  for  the  accommodation  of  tramps.  Previ- 
ous to  the  erection  of  this  building,  the  town  first  hired  the  south 
end  of  the  basement  of  Fowler's  block,  on  the  east  side  of  Cen- 
tral square,  for  a  lockup.  As  time  passed  on  and  there  was  no 
call  for  its  use,  the  town  sublet  the  room  for  a  meat  market. 
Later,  however,  two  cells,  in  the  attic  of  the  town  hall,  was  fitted 
up. 

The  growing  liberality  of  the  times  towards  debtors  is  seen 
in  the  expression  of  the  town  in  1850,  when  the  vote  in  favor  of 
the  exemption  of  the  homestead  from  attachment  was  100; 
against,  63. 
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The  iiidebtcfliiess  o(  the  lowii  reached  its  highest  point  in 
1867,  when  it  was  $35,076.  This  large  aniouut  was  nearly  all 
contracted  in  paying  bounties  to  fill  the  quota  of  the  town  under 
the  various  calls  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  lor  men 
during  the  Civil  war,'  In  1876,  if  10,000  of  the  debt  was  bonded 
to  run  not  over  twenty  years  at  five  per  cent,  interest,  exempt  from 
taxation.  This  debt  was  decreased  each  year,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, till  1889,  when  it  was  $123;  in  1895,  there  was  a 
balance  in  the  treasury  of  $1,993.  After  this  date,  the  surplus 
was  wified  out  and  a  debt  again  created,  owing  principally  to 
large  expend ituix-'s  for  the  iuiprovenient  of  highways.  In  1900, 
the  town  issued  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $r5,ooo,  bearing  interest 
at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  payable  in  five,  ten,  and  fifteen 
years  without  taxation  in  town.  The  tuoney  raised  by  these 
bonds  was  expended  in  macadamizing  certain  streets.  (See 
Highway,'!.)  In  1 901,  the  net  indebtcdnes,s  of  the  town,  in  ex- 
cess of  IkmhIs  outstanding,  was  $7,487.  I'eb,  15,  1902,  the  in- 
debtedness wa.s  $3,817  in  addition  to  its  bonds  of  $15,000. 

Ill  i<S79,  an  act  passed  the  legislature  legalizing  the  acts  of 
the  selectmen  of  1877,  in  assessing  the  taxes  tliat  year,  and  of 
the  collector  in  collecting  the  same.  The  only  reason  for  this 
was  the  fact  that  the  collector  sold  that  year  a  certain  piece  of 
real  estate  at  auction  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  and  the  pur- 
chaser, wishing  to  place  his  title  beyond  question,  secured  the 
pas.sage  of  the  act. 

The  |wilicy  of  the  li)wii  lias  always  liceu  to  encourage  manu- 
facturing industries.  In  keeping  with  t bis  principle,  it  voted,  in 
1873,  to  exempt  Messrs.  Holden  &  Co.  from  additional  taxation 
for  tell  years,  if  that  company  would  double  its  capacity  for 
manufacturing  flannels.  This  exemption  has  been  voted  in 
several  cases  since. 

*Tlie  actioti  of  the  town  daring  the  Civil  war  ia  treated  at  IcDgtti 
in  a  chapter  by  itself,  as  are  severat  other  snt>jectB,  the  better  to  give  a 
coiiticcted  history  of  each. 
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CHAPTER  IX 

EARLY  CONDITIONS,  CUSTOMS,  AND  RUCRKATIONS 
OF  THE  PEOPLE 

Progress,  man's  distinctive  mark  alone, 

Not  God's,  and  not  the  lieosts' ;  God  is,  tliey  are ; 

Man  partly  is,  and  wholly  liopes  to  be. 

— Browning. 

When  tlie  first  .scttlcrij  made  tlictr  homes  in  New  Cliester, 
they  found  the  country  wooded  with  a  lieavy  growth  of  primeval 
forest.  The  trees  were  of  immense  size,  and  many  of  the  pines 
were  "fit  tor  his  Majesty's  masts."  The  woods  abounded  in  a 
great  variety  of  game;  water-fowls  swarmed  on  the  lakes,  and 
the  lakes  and  rivers  teemed  with  the  finest  fish.  Vast  numliers 
of  salmon  crowded  the  Pemigewasset,  having  parted  company 
with  the  shad  in  their  upward  course  where  this  river  unites 
with  tlie  Winnepesaukee,  the  shad  goin);  up  tlie  last  named 
stream. 

The  game  consisted  of  a  large  variety  of  animals.  Moose 
roamed  the  woods,  and  were  occasionally  killed,  though  they 
quickly  scented  the  advance  of  man  into  their  domain  and  hied 
themselves  to  more  distant  forests.  The  last  moose  dispatched 
in  this  section  was  killed  by  Cutting  Favor  some  years  after  his 
settlement  here.  Bears  were  so  plentiful  that  incessant  war  was 
waged  against  them.  Because  of  their  depredations,  the  raising 
of  sheep  was,  for  ninny  years,  well-iiigli  imi)os.sil)lc ;  ihey  fre- 
quently killed  the  pig  or  hog  in  the  pen,  and  even  attacketl  cows 
or  young  cattle.  Powder  and  lead  were  hard  to  obtain,  and,  for 
the  bear,  trapping  was  generally  resorted  to.  The  steel  trap 
was  used  by  those  fortunate  enough  to  passess  one,  while  many 
persons  constructed  a  trap  called  the  "figure  four."  This  was 
so  called  by  reason  of  its  shape.  It  consisted  of  a  long,  narrow 
pen  of  logs  open  at  one  end,  where  bail  was  placed.  A  heavy 
log  was  suspended  over  the  bait,  and  the  bear,  in  endeavoring 
to  obtain  the  bait,  loosened  the  log  from  its  position  and  was 
killed  or  imprisoned  by  its  fall.  Tom  I^^ocke,  who  settled  on  the 
Solon  Dolloff  farm,  killed  sixteen  bears  during  one  fall  on  Briar 
hill,  near  his  home. 

Deer  were  also  very  plentiful.  A  great  re.sort  tor  this  fine 
animal  was,  before  llie  construction  of  the  present  road  to  South 
Alexandria,  the  low  land  between  Newfound  river  and  where  is 
now   the  cenietery.     Foxes   were  ninnerous,  and  made  havoc 
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with  the  fowls.  The  howtiug  of  wolves,  tliat  traveled  in  packs 
at  tiight,  and  tlie  cry  of  the  cataiiioiint  and  lyiix,  were  tio  uncom- 
inoii  souikIk.  The  cooii,  woodchiick,  porcupine,  skunk,  rabbit, 
and  a  variety  of  squirrels  helped  lo  fill  the  long  catalogue  of  wild 
animals. 

The  clearing  of  the  land  required  a  vast  amount  of  labor.  The 
usual  process  was  to  cut  half  or  two-thirds  through  each  tree  on 
a  piece  of  land  to  be  cleared,  and,  when  all  was  ready,  to  fell 
one  large  tree  against  those  nearest  it,  which  would  cause  tlieui 
to  Inll ;  those  in  turn  would  carry  down  others,  and  so  the  whole 
would  be  carried  to  the  ground.  This  was  called  "driving  a 
piece,"  Tlie  trees  were  allowed  to  lie  one  season  to  dry,  when 
they  were  bnrned.  The  ashes  from  these  great  fires  constituted 
a  dressing  for  the  land,  and  large  crops  of  rye  or  wheat  were 
raised  the  first  season  on  such  land.  The  potato  was  little  used 
when  the  first  settlers  thus  cleared  Uie  land,  and  it  was  only 
when,  in  later  years,  it  ix:cauic  known  that  ininicnse  potato  crops 
could  be  raised  on  this  new  land,  that  the  potato  came  to  be 
appreciated. 

The  homes  of  the  first  settlers  were  of  the  rudest  kind, 
affording  none  of  the  luxuries  and  scarcely  any  of  the  comforts 
even  of  those  days.  A  rude  hut  of  hemlock  bark  was  frequently 
their  abode  for  montlts,  while  a  more  permanent  home  was  being 
constructed.  The  last  mentioned  was  invariably  a  log  cabin, 
usually  sixteen  feet  stjuare  and  of  two  rooms,  bnt  frequently 
.smaller  and  of  Itnl  one  riKini.  The  walls  were  of  logs,  hewn  or 
unhewn,  witli  the  cracks  filled  with  mud.  The  roof  was  a  rude 
frame  covered  with  hemlock  bark  or  split  shingles,  the  floor 
usually  the  bare  earth.  A  lew  panes  of  glass,  brought  from  the 
settlements  down  the  river,  and  the  open  door  afforded  the  usual 
light,  while  in  some  of  the  poorer  cabins,  sheepskin  was  used 
in  place  of  glass. '  A  large  fireplace  at  one  end  or  side  was 
connected  with  a  chimney,  nsually  made  of  stones,  on  the  out- 
side. WcmhI  was  plenty,  and  huge  fires  lighted  up  the  interior 
niid  furnished  heal  in  cold  weather.  Besides  llii.s,  the  "tallow 
dip,"  or  the  pine  knot,  was  the  only  artificial  light.  Cooking 
was  done  over  the  open  fireplace,  or  over  a  fire  outdoors, '  and 
only  the  rudest  cooking  utensils  were  used.  As  time  passed  on, 
and  the  settlers  had  some  time  to  devote  to  the  comforts  of  life, 
timber  was  cut  and  drawn  to  the  saw-ntill,  one,  two,  or  ten  miles 
•  distant,  as  the  ca.se  might  be,  and  sawed  into  boards  or  himlier. 
Then,  the  comforts  of  a  board  floor  and  other  improvements 
were  enjoyed. 

'Mm.  Ilaritinli  Siuioiids  says  site  cau  remember  wben  her  fattier' s  log 
cubiii  and  several  others  hail  sheepakiu  windows. 

■Oil  a  large  rock  by  the  roadside  iu  tlie  Boroueh  tnay  atillbe  aeea  the 
marks  of  the  fire  whtre  Ebenezer  Carltou'a  family  did  their  cookiug  for 
yeare  after  they  settled  Uiere. 
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It  was  some  years  before  a  frame  house  was  constructed  in 
New  Chester.  Cutting  Favor  was  perhaps  the  first  to  take  this 
advanced  step.  He  was  possessed  of  more  means  than'  most  of 
the  early  settlers,  and  he  erected  ct  snw-niill,  just  north  of  his 
house,  on  the  stream  that  attracted  his  attention  when  he  first 
visited  this  region.  Here  lie  sawed  his  himber.  After  building 
a  one-story  house  for  himself,  he  erected  a  two-story  house  for 
each  of  his  sons  as  they  settled  in  life.  The  first  was  built 
alx>ut  1780  on  Murray  hill,  now  occupied  by  the  heirs  of  the 
Rev,  Dr.  Murdock  as  a  summer  home ;  another  in  Grafton  for 
his  son  Jacob;  one  in  Hill  village  for  his  son  Isaac,  and  still 
another,  about  1800,  on  the  New  Hampton  side  of  the  river  for 
his  son  Moses.  All  are  still  standing.  Tlic  last  mentioned  is  an 
old  weather-beaten,  two-story  structure  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Pemigewasset,  and  can  be  readily  seen  from  the  train  when  just 
north  of  Smith's  river. 

In  1783,  there  were  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  inliabi- 
tants  in  New  Chester  and  but  twenty-six  framed  houses  in  this 
territory,  thus  showing  that  the  majority  of  the  people  still  lived 
in  log  houses.  There  is  not  probably,  a  framed  house  still 
standing  in  Bristol  that  was  erected  as  early  as  1783.  A  few 
still  remain  that  were  built  as  early  as  180c,  or  l)cfore,  among 
thciu  iKjing  the  farmhouse  of  Hie  lalL-  Aaron  Slei-|ier,  biiitl 
in  1797;  the  Green  house  and  the  Kisk  house,  in  Central 
square,  both  built  soon  after  1 790 ;  two  stories  of  the  Emerson 
block,  bnilt  in  1797;  the  small  house  on  Rinnmer  street  now 
owned  by  William  G.  Kelley,  built  in  1799  ;  the  house  owned  by 
Fred  U.  Briggs,  and  the  Boardman  house  adjoining,  on  High 
street,  built  by  the  Cheneys  soon  after  1790;  the  "tannery 
house"  at  the  junction  of  I^ake  and  Willow  streets,  bnilt  in 
1800,  by  John  Sleeper,  and  the  J.  M.  R.  I^mmons  (annhouse, 
bnilt  about  1785,  or  soon  after.  This  is  probably  the  oldest 
house  in  town. 

The  first  frame  houses  were  usually  of  one  story,  though  the 
large  two-story  square  house  was  frequently  seen.  The  kitchen 
was  the  largest  room  in  the  house  and  was  usually  the  work 
room,  living  room,  play  room,  and  visiting  room  combined.  A 
door  usually  opened  into  this  room  from  the  outside.  The 
kitchen  contained  an  immense  fireplace  often  seven  feet  long 
by  three  deep.  On  a  winter  day  a  vast  amount  of  wood  was 
consumed.  There  was  a  back-log,  three  or  four  feet  long  and  ■ 
■  from  ten  to  fifteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  in  front  were  the  fire 
dogs  on  which  was  the  forestick  with  small  wood  on  top.  This 
made  a  great  fire  that  heated  every  part  of  the  room  except  in 
the  cold&st  weather.  Then  the  entire  family  were  obliged  to 
huddle  about  the  fire  to  keep  warm.  Over  the  fireplace  hung 
the  flint-lock  musket,  and  Into  the  beams  overhead  were  driven 
iron  hooks  which  su|»|K)rtL(l  long  |w)lcs  on  wliicli  clothes  were 
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soiiivliiiics  liimg  to  ilry,  and  which  tn  Uic  (all  and  winter  were 
lull  of  long  strings  of  peppers,  of  apple,  or  pumpkin  to  dry. 
■  Those  who  could  afford  it  had  n  dresser  in  wliich  were  kept  the 
pewter  plates,  platters,  and  teapot,  while  in  other  homes  the 
wooden  bowls  and  plates  were  kept  on  a  rude  shelf  when  not  in 
use.  The  steel,  flint,  and  tow  were  requisites  in  every  home  till 
the  introduction  of  matches,  about  1833.  At  first,  rude  benches 
were  the  only  seats  in  many  homes,  but  these  early  gave  way  to 
the  hand-made  chairs,  so  thoroughly  constructed  that  some  still 
exist  that  did  service  one  hundred  years  ago.  The  round  table, 
that  could  be  made  into  an  arm  chair  for  the  head  of  the  family, 
was  a  very  common  piece  of  furniture.  Many  ol  the  household 
utensils  were  hand-made.  Dried  gourds  were  made  into  cups, 
dippers,  and  sugar  bowls ;  pails,  buckets,  and  tubs  were  made 
by  self-taught  coopers ;  while  the  spoons  lor  the  table  were  of 
pewter  or  lead,  cast  in  molds  that  did  service  for  the  entire  com- 
iHunily.'  The  kitchen  fre(|ucntly  contained  a  bed  for  the  hus- 
band and  wife,  while  the  children  were  generally  given  a  place 
to  sleep  under  tlie  roof  above. 

All  the  food  was  the  product  of  the  farm,  the  woods,  or  the 
waters  of  the  vicinity.  Farmers  raised  their  own  wheat,  corn, 
and  rye,  and  not  a  bushel  was  ever  imported.  Bean  porridge, 
hasty  pudding,  Indian  pudding,  hominy,  bread  and  milk,  corn 
bread,  and  wheat  bread  were  the  staple  articles  of  food  the  year 
round.  Pork  was  the  usual  meat,  varied  occasionally  by  poul- 
try or  nuillon.  Frcsii  beet  during  the  sunnner  nioulhs  was 
almost  unknown,  while  the  potato  was  as  yet  little  used.  In  the 
early  winter  a  steer  or  cow  was  sometimes  killed  to  be  frozen  lor 
use  during  the  winter  or  salted  for  the  coming  year.  Then, 
too,  were  killed  the  hogs,  mostly  for  market,  some  for  winter  use, 
and  some  for  the  pork  barrel,  while  sausage  making,  dipping  or 
running  candles,  were  a  prominent  part  of  the  labor  of  the  house- 
hold for  some  time  after  the  slaughtering  season  began.  Butter, 
cheese,  and  cider-apple  sauce  were  daily  articles  the  year  round. 
The  1(kh1  of  the  table  was  .sometimes  varied  by  the  fruit  ol  the 
chase  or  with  fine  fish  from  the  streams  or  lakes  of  the  vicinity. 
With  the  advent  of  frame  liou.ses  came  conveniences  and 
comforts  not  known  before.  The  chimneys,  made  of  brick  and 
laid  in  clay,  were  of  immense  proportions  .so  as  to  afford  a  large 
fireplace  in  two  or  more  rooms  and  a  brick  oven.  This  oven 
was  sometimes  five  feet  square,  and  was  connected  with  the 
cliinincy  by  a  flue.  In  these  oven.H,  usually  once  a  week,  a  fire 
was  kept  till  the  bricks  were  hot,  and  tlicn  most  of  the  baking 
/or  a  week  was  done,  including  the  never-failing  pot  of  beans 
and  pork.     Potatoes  were  baked  there  or  on  the  hot  coals.    The 
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Dutch  oven  had  a  career  of  many  years.  This  oven  was  an  iron 
pot,  with  a  rim  around  the  cover  projecting  up  an  inch  or  more. 
In  this  pot  the  dough  was  put,  the  oven  was  placed  on  the  live 
coals,  and  other  coals  were  placed  on  the  cover.  This  made  a 
good  substitute  (or  the  modem  oven.  The  tin  baker  was  a  more 
modern  invention.  With  its  cover  on,  all  parts  of  the  bread, 
the  l)ecf,  the  chicken,  or  the  turkey  to  Ite  cooked  wltc  covcrcil, 
except  that  next  to  the  fire,  as  it  Htoo<l  on  the  hearth.  It  was  so 
arranged  that  the  contents  could  be  frequently  turned  to  the  fire, 
thus  ensuring  an  even  heat.  The  "lug-pole"  held  the  pots  and 
kettles  over  the  fire  when  cooking  was  done  outdoors;  it  was 
also  used  to  some  extent  in  the  cabins.  It  needed  constant 
watching,  lest  the  fire  should  so  bum  or  weaken  it  that  the  con- 
tents of  the  kettles  would  be  dumped  into  the  fire.  This  early 
gave  way,  in  the  cabins,  to  the  iron  crane  in  the  fireplace,  hung 
in  such  a  manner  that  it  could  be  swung  out  into  the  room,  and 
pots  and  kettles,  by  means  of  pothooks,  could  be  kept  as  near 
the  fire  as  desired.  With  these,  the  frying-pan,  the  spit,  and 
other  facilities,  the  thrifty  housewife  could  do  the  cooking  as 
satisfactorily  as  can  be  done  to-day  with  the  better  facilities  at 
hand. 

Those  who  boasted  of  a  carpet,  made  of  rag^  and  woven  on 
the  family  loom,  for  the  "spare  room,"  were  very  few  indeed. 
The  unpainted  floor  was  usually  as  white  as  scrubbing  could 
make  it,  and  was  covered  with  white  sand  from  the  bank  of  the 
river  or  shore  of  the  lake.  The  tin  peddler,  with  his  shining 
tins  and  Sliaker  brooms,  had  not  yet  made  his  appearance,  aud 
when  the  good  housewife  needed  a  new  broom,  it  was  made  of 
fir,  sprwce,  or  hemlock  boughs  tied  to  a  handle  cut  in  the  woods 
(or  that  purpose. 

But  few  pictures  adorned  the  walls.  Silhouettes  or  profile 
likenesses  were  sometimes  found,  but  even  these  were  scarce. 
In  most  families,  the  Bible  was  read  daily,  and  the  children 
were  religiously  instructed  in  the  catechism.  Many,  even  non- 
church -mem  hers,  were  scrupulously  exact  in  having  their  chil- 
dren baptized  in  infancy,  and  a  record  of  the  ceremony  made 
in  the  family  Bible.  The  children  were  carefully  instructed  in 
their  behavior  at  home  and  abroad,  and  paid  due  respect  to  age 
and  position.  When  the  minister  or  the  village  squire  passed, 
the  children  ceased  their  labor  or  their  play ;  the  girls  made 
a  courtesy,  and  the  boys,  cap  in  hand,  made  a  bow.  Leavitt's 
Almanac  was  a  yearly  visitor  to  the  homes,  and  was  frequently 
consulted  in  regard  to  the  weather ;  but  the  weekly  newspaper 
was  rare  in  the  homes  of  any  neighborhood. 

When  the  "spare  room"  did  not  contain  a  fireplace,  the  bed 
was  warmed  in  cold  weather  with  the  warming-pan.  This  was 
a  round  pan  usually  made  of  brass  with  a  cover  ayd  long  han- 
dle.    When  filled  with  live  coals,  and  passed  between  the  flax 
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or  woolen  sheets,  it  cliaiiKcd  titc  temperature  of  the  bed  mate- 
rially. The  foot-stove  was  a  tin  box  in  which  live  coals  were 
carried  to  church  or  placed  in  the  sleiRh  to  keep  the  feet  warm. 

The  u.siial  mode  o(  travel  was  ou  horseback.  The  saddle 
was  frequently  made  with  the  pillion  to  carry  double.  It  was 
not  till  about  i  Soo  that  the  two-wheeled  chaise  with  its  thorough- 
braces  of  leather  made  its  appearance  in  New  Chester.  Cutting 
Favor  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  person  in  town  to  own  this 
vehicle. 

The  shoemaker  and  the  tailor  in  their  work  travele<l  from 
house  to  house  and  made  the  shoes  for  the  family  or  tlie  clothes 
for  the  men  and  boys  to  last  a  year. 

Fast-day  was  strictly  observed  as  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer.  All  work  was  suspended  and  the  people  generally 
attended  divine  service.  Thanksgiving  was  a  day  preeminently 
for  family  reunions  and  good  cheer,  with  often  a  shooting  match 
or  a  turkey  shoot  for  a  diversion.  The  turkey  was  set  up,  so 
many  rods  distant,  to  be  shot  at,  at  a  stated  price  per  shot,  and 
if  blood  were  drawn,  the  person  firing  became  the  owner  of  the 
bird.  Squirrel  hunts  took  place  each  fall,  when  sides  were 
chosen,  and  every  owner  of  a  gun  took  to  the  woods  on  a  given 
day.  Each  bird  or  animal  killed  counted  so  many  points. 
Later  all  participants  and  their  ladies  enjoyed  a  supper,  which 
the  losing  contestants  paid  for. 

Women  and  girls,  as  well  as  men  and  Itoys,  frequently  went 
barefooted  when  al>()Ul  Iheir  wurk  in  (he  suniliier-timc,  and  il  was 
a  eonnnon  practice  for  children,  and  no  uncommon  thing  for 
men,  to  go  barefooted  to  church.' 

The  clothes  the  people  wore,  as  well  as  the  food  they 
ate,  were  the  products  of  the  farm.  The  hand  cards,  the  spin- 
ning-wheel, and  the  band  loom  were  important  adjuncts  in  all 
families  that  could  afford  them.  The  wool  from  the  sheep  or  the 
flax  from  the  garden  was  carded  into  rolls  by  the  use  of  the 
hand  cards,  then  spun  on  the  wheel  and  woven  into  cloth  on  the 
loom.  The  hand  cards  early  gave  way  to  the  power  carding 
machine  which  made  the  wool  into  rolls,  which  were  in  turn,  at 
the  homes,  made  into  yarn  for  the  loom  or  knitting.  Sheep's 
grey,  made  by  mixing  white  and  black  wool,  was  the  well-nigh 
universal  material  used  in  making  men's  clothes.  There  was 
bnt  little  difference,  if  any,  between  a  summer  and  a  winter  suit. 
Clothes  made  of  wool  or  flax,  though  of  lighter  weight,  were 
also  as  generally  worn  by  the  women.  The  handicraft  of 
wmnen's  work  was  frequently  seen  in  coloring,  either  before  or 
alter  weaving.  To  be  proficient  in  the  making  of  yarn  and 
cloth,  was  one  of  the  highest  accomplishments  of  the  period. 

'At  the  Borough,  the  choir  when  aiueing  stood  in  the  o^u  space 
between  the  door  and  the  aeata  of  the  achooirooiu,  and  Samnel  Tirrell,  one 
of  the  MOgers,  was  usually  barefooted. 
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Many  fine  specimens  of  table-cloths  and  bedspreads  still  exist 
which  were  made  by  the  expert  workers  of  those  days,  which 
are  the  delight  and  wonder  of  the  present  generation. 

Sugar  making  came  in  the  early  spring,  when  the  warm 
days  and  cold  nights  made  the  sap  of  the  sugar-maple  flow. 
This  was  gathered  from  the  buckets-  at  the  trees  an<l  carried  to 
the  sngar-canip  in  the  woods  by  means  of  a  wooden  yoke  over 
the  shoulders,  from  each  end  of  which  was  suspended  a  pail. 
At  the  camp,  the  sap  was  boiled  in  huge  kettles  over  an  open 
fire,  and,  when  reduced  to  symp,  it  was  carried  to  the  kitchen, 
where  it  was  still  further  boiled.  It  was  then  sometimes  stirred 
dry  for  table  use,  but  nsnally  made  into  cakes  or  poured  into 
tubs  to  cool,  for  the  market  or  for  nse  during  the  year,  hi 
many  laniilics  not  a  pound  o[  sugar  was  ptireliascd  at  the  stores 
during  the  entire  year,  the  product  of  the  sngar-orciiard  being 
the  only  kind  used. 

Later  in  the  spring  came  soap-making,  when  the  waste 
grease  was  tried  out  and  boiled  with  the  lye  from  the  ash  barrel, 
and  a  sufficient  amount  of  soft  soap  was  made  to  last  a  year. 

This  was  the  age  of  the  wall  builders.  After  the  forests 
had  been  cleared  away,  then  connnenced  the  clearing  of  the 
land  of  the  loose  stone.  This  was  continued  till  after  the  land 
was  laid  down  to  grass,  and  thus  on  ihe  old  farms  arc  [oun<l 
miles  of  stone  wall,  much  of  it  four  feet  wide  and  three  high, 
monuments  to  the  indefatigable  labors  of  the  fanners  of  fifty  and 
one  hundred  years  ago. 

Diversions  were  (ew.  Public  gatherings  were  confined  al- 
most entirely  to  religious  meetings,  which  may  be  one  rea- 
son why  the  people  were  seemingly  more  religiously  inclined 
than  now.  The  monotony  of  home  life  was  also  broken  by 
quilting  parties,  when  the  women  of  the  neighborhood  gathered 
at  the  different  homes  in  turn,  anil  inailc  ijuilts,  spun  yarns, 
wove  cloth,  gathered,  and  discussed  the  news.  In  the  fall, 
there  were  the  husking-bees,  at  which  the  young,  and  sometimes 
the  old,  of  both  sexes,  gathered  to  husk  the  corn.  At  these 
huskings  in  the  barn,  the  only  light  provided  was  the  tallow  dip 
in  the  tin  lantern  with  its  perforated  sides,  which  gave  only  a 
faint  light.  Later  in  the  season  came  the  paring-bees,  when 
the  apples  were  pared,  quartered,  and  strung  to  dry.  Alter  the 
work  was  done  at  these  gatherings,  a  hearty  meal  was  served  in 
the  kitchen,  usually  of  baked  beans,  pumpkin  pies,  and  other 
pastry,  tea  and  coffee.  Then  came  the  social  hour,  sometimes 
with  dancing,  but  usually  devoted  entirely  to  playing  games, 
all  games  having  fines,  and  all  fines  being  paid  with  a  kiss. 
Then  there  was,  occasionally,  the  spelling  school  at  the  district 
schoolhonse,  when  the  contest  was  to  see  who  would  stand 
up  the  longest,  each  being  obliged  to  be  seated  on  failing  to 
spell  a  word  correctly.     Sometimes  sides  were  chosen,  or  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BAKLY   CONDITIONS   AND   CUSTOMS  tOI 

coiilcRt  was  iKtwecii  different  dislricbi.  The  singing -school  was 
a  common  diversion  in  which  many  joined.  The  singing- 
master  was  not  a  professor  from  the  schools,  but  one  living  near- 
by who  was  a  good  singer  for  those  days,  had  a  knowledge 
of  the  rudiments  of  music,  and  sufficient  confidence  in  himself 
to  teach  others  all  he  knew. 

Raisings  were  occasions  of  much  interest.  The  frame  of  a 
building  was  first  put  together  and  then  raised,  a  side  at  a  time ; 
and  as  all  buildings  were  made  of  heavy  timbers,  many  strong 
hands  were  needed  to  place  them  in  position.  There  was  no  lack 
of  willing  hands  on  such  occasions,  lor  intoxicating  liquors  were 
freely  furnished  and,  after  the  work  was  done,  wrestling,  lifting 
stiff-hccls,  and  other  contests  were  engaged  in.  It  is  said  that 
when  Hoses  Sleeper  raised  his  first  bam,  his  rum  gave  out 
before  the  work  was  done,  and  the  crowd,  to  show  its  appreciation 
of  the  sitiintion,  carried  the  ridge-iwle  to  the  Ixink  ol  the  river 
and  there  left  it.  I^ilcr,  when  he  raised  the  frame  of  his  house, 
lie  provided  a  barrel  of  rum,  removed  the  head,  and  told  the 
crowd  to  see  if  there  was  not  enough  to  last  until  the  job 
was  finished. 

Every  member  of  the  community  was  expected  to  respond 
in  turn  for  the  care  of  the  sick.  No  undertakers  in  those  days 
lightened  the  burdens  of  the  afflicted.  Neighbors  performed 
all  these  duties  when  death  invaded  the  home.  The  dead  were 
robed  in  the  invariable  white  shroud,  nnd  two  persons  snt  guard 
over  the  remains  each  night  till  the  funeral.  The  custom  of 
furnishing  intoxicating  liquors  at  funerals  was  almost  universal 
before  the  dawn  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  for  some  years 
Inter,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  liquor  being  governed  by 
the  means  or  liberality  of  the  providing  party.  A  pine  coffin, 
sometimes  unpainted,  contained  the  remains  of  the  deceased, 
and  was  borne  by  four  men  to  the  grave  on  the  farm  or  to  the 
near-by  graveyard.  A  long  sermon  was  usually  preached  by 
the  oflictattng  clergyman,  in  which  the  doctrine  of  eternal  pun- 
ishment was  rre<(ncnLly  blended  in  no  uncertain  words.  In  the 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  cculnry,  the  custom  of  treating  at 
funerals  had  entirely  disappeared,  but  the  minister  still  took  a 
text  and  preached  a  sermon.  In  Uristol  village,  the  funerals 
were  generally  in  one  of  the  churches,  and  those  who  preferred 
the  sanctity  of  the  home  were  considered  exclusive.  On  the 
occurrence  of  death  in  town,  the  jicople  were  informed  of  the 
fact  by  the  tolling  of  tlic  l>cll.  At  regular  inler\'als  tor  leu, 
twenty,  or  thirty  minutes,  according  to  the  prominence  of  the 
<leceascd,  the  bell  was  struck ;  then  came  a  pause,  and  the  bell 
struck  the  age ;  another  pause,  and  the  bell  sounded  once  lor  a 
man  or  twice  for  a  woman.  The  remains  were  carried  on  a 
wooden  bier  to  the  church  and  to  the  grave  by  four  men, 
the  friends  following  on  foot.     The  coiEn  or  casket  was  covered 
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with  a  pall,  and  the  bell  was  tolled  from  the  time  the  procession 
left  the  church  till  it  returned  to  the  home.  For  tlie  service  of 
tolling  the  bell  the  town  paid  a  (ee  of  twenty-five  cents. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  centiiry,  lawyers  thrived 
on  a  great  many  small  cases  rather  than  on  a  few  important  ones 
as  now.  Suits  were  frequently  bronglit  (or  as  small  a  sum  as 
one  dollar.  No  real  estate  and  not  an  article  of  (>ersoiial  proiwr- 
ty  was  exempt  from  attncliment  till  1807,  when,  in  exempting 
one  bedstead,  bed  and  bidding,  the  clothes  neces.sary  for  imme- 
diate use,  a  few  books,  one  cow,  and  one  swine,  the  first  step 
was  taken  towards  the  present  liberality.  To  lail  in  business 
meant  more  than  the  loss  of  one's  properly.  It  frequently 
resulted  in  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail.  Ezekiel  Webster, 
(luring  the  first  years  of  the  uinetcentli  century,  ntade  a  visit  to 
Bristol  each  month  and  remained  several  days  on  each  visit,  as 
counsel  in  these  petty  cases. 

Every  farmer  was  supposed  to  make  at  least  one  trip  to 
Boston  or  some  other  market  each  year  to  dispose  of  the  surplus 
products  of  the  farm.  In  winter  there  might  be  seen  almost 
every  day  long  lines  of  one-borse  pods  and  piings  and  two-horse 
sleighs  winding  their  slow  and  tedious  course  to  Boston.  Almost 
invariably  these  loads  were  ornamented  with  one  or  more 
dressed  fro/en  hogs  on  top,  uncovered,  llicir  legs  extended  up- 
ward as  though  appealing  for  help.  The  body  of  the  load  con- 
sisted of  the  surplus  products  of  the  farm  —  poultry,  butter, 
cheese,  beans,  peas,  grain,  dried  apples  on  strings,  woolen  mit- 
tens and  stockings,  woolen  yarn  and  sometimes  wool  and  linen 
cloth,  made  by  the  thrifty  women ;  frequently  there  were  sheep's 
petts,  furs,  the  skins  of  bears,  foxes,  and  deer,  and  sometimes 
mutton  and  venison,  l^rcqncntly  a  do^.cn  neighbors  started  at 
the  same  time  and  kept  company  on  the  rood.  Nearly  all  car- 
ried with  them  llicir  Utnd  —  bread,  dougbinns,  cIicl'sc,  ctHiked 
sausages,  and  frozen  bean  porridge.  They  trudged  along  on 
foot,  in  conversation  with  one  another,  or  rode  standing  on  the 
circular  step  at  the  back  of  their  pods,  or  sometimes  on  top 
of  their  loads.  When  night  came  they  paid  ten  cents  for  the 
privilege  of  wanning  their  porridge  by  the  tavern  fire  and  sleep- 
ing on  the  barroom  floor.  The  incidental  expenses  of  the  trip 
were  largely  for  to<ldy.  so  necessary  lor  every  man  in  those  days. 
Farmers  on  the  road  were  not  termed  teamsters.  This  was 
an  honor  reserved  for  those  who  made  a  business  of  being  on 
the  road  summer  and  winter  with  their  four  or  six  horses  or 
oxen,  drawing  heavy  loads  oi  manufactured  goods  or  farm 
produce  to  market  and  returning  with  mm  and  other  necessary 
supplies  lor  the  country  stores.  Josiah  Fellows  for  many  years 
drove  four  yoke  of  oxen  between  Bristol  and  Boston  for  Moses 
Lewis,  the  round  trip  occupying  two  weeks ;  and  Stephen  Nel- 
son drove  a  six -horse  freight  wagon  on  the  same  business. 
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A  very  coiiitiioii  siglit  in  Ihe  (all  of  llie  year  was  large  droves 
ol  cattle  that  fairly  choked  the  turnpike  as  they  traveled  along 
to  market.  Western  beef  in  eastern  markets  was  then  uuknowti, 
and  every  farm  on  every  hill  and  in  every  valley  teemed  with 
large  herds  of  cattle.  The  raising  of  neat  stock,  now  almost 
unknown,  was  then  a  source  of  large  income  to  the  farmer,  and 
the  toll  gathered  by  the  gatekeeper  for  the  travel  of  these  cattle 
over  the  turnpike,  materially  increased  the  receipts  of  the  May- 
hew  Turnpike  corporation.  These  droves  of  cattle,  when  night 
ovcrlimk  lliem  on  the  road,  were  tnriicd  into  some  field  to  graze, 
Jeremiah  I'rescott  made  a  business  ol  shacking  these  droves  of 
cattle  in  the  fields  now  owned  by  Mrs.  S.  S.  ^uthard,  and  his 
receipts  from  this  source  during  one  season  were  frequently  three 
hundred  dollars. 

The  custom  of  binding  out  boys  and  even  girls  during  their 
minority  wa.s  very  common.  The  compensation  was  the  learn- 
ing of  a  Irnde,  or  simply  their  supixirt  till  of  age.  Such  were 
called  "inilenteri"  boys  or  girls.  They  were  bound  by  legal 
pn|ier^  s«>  lltnt  the  masters  had  a  legal  claim  on  them  during  the 
lime  s]>ccilled.  As  was  to  be  expected,  some  found  kind  masters 
and  good  homes,  while  others  were  abused  and  overworked.  The 
pa^rs  in  those  days  frequently  contained  advertisements  for 
runaway  boys  and  girls,  and  sometimes  a  trifling  reward  was 
offered  to  show  the  contempt  of  the  masters  for  the  runaways. 
We  pre.'ieiit  here  a  contract  in  such  a  case  as  spoken  of,  and  then 
follow  two  advertisements  clipped  from  the  papers  of  that  day. 

This  iiidcMtor  witneseth  that  Levi  Reaii,  son  of  Obediah  Bean  of  Pop- 
lin in  the  county  of  KockitiKliain  SL-ite  of  New  Hampshire  cooper  by  and 
with  consent  o(  his  Said  Father  hath  put  himself  apprentice  to  Samuel 
Smith  of  Bridgewater  in  the  County  of  Gmftou  and  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire Husbandmau  with  the  said  Samuel  Smith  after  the  manner  of 
an  apprentice  to  Serve  from  the  Day  of  the  Date  Hereafter  mentioned  for 
and  During  the  Term  of  four  years  nine  months  aud  twenty-nine  days 
which  term  the  Said  apprentice  is  to  serve  his  Said  master  faithfully  in 
his  Service  keep  I^Arfnl  Company  everywhere,  and  obey.  lie  shall  do 
ho  damiigi.-  to  liis  Siiiil  Master  he  shall  not  wnnlc:  his  SnJd  Maalcrs  Gotxla 
nor  lend  them  unlawfully  to  any  he  Shall  not  commit  Fornication  or  cou- 
tr.ict  matrimony  within  Snid  term  without  making  his  Said  master's 
damage  thereby  Good  at  Cards  Dice  or  any  otiter  unlawful  games  he 
Sltoll  not  play  he  Shall  not  abjoitt  himself  by  day  or  by  night  from  his 
Said  iun«ter's  scrvis  without  his  leave  nor  haunt  ale  houses  taverns  or 
play  houses  but  in  all  things  behave  himself  as  a  faithful  apprentice 
oufrttt  to  Do  lowanls  his  Said  master  anil  towanis  his  Said  niixtresa  Dur- 
iuKSiiid  Irrin. 

And  the  Said  Snnmel  Smith  for  himself  his  heirs  doth  hereby  Cove- 
nant nrul  ]>roitiise  to  find  and  provide  utito  Snid  apprenUce  Good  and 
wlioK'SDiiie  nienlH  iind  drink  and  appcrril  washing  Ijod^ing  nnd  other 
neceHMirics  both  in  sickness  and  health  littiug  for  an  apprentice  During 
Snid  term  he  will  give  or  cause  to  be  given  to  Said  Apprentice  all  the 
winter  schooling  in  my  district  at  the  Expiration  of  Said  term  to  give 
unto  the  Said  apprentice  HiKbty  dollars  and  one  good  new  Sute  of 
apperril  for  all  parts  of  his  body  and  all  his  old  appcrril.     In  testamouy 
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whereof  the  parties  to  these  preaence  have  hereunto  Interchangeable  Set 
their  hand,  and  Seal  this  twentj'-aeventh  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 
Signed  Sealed  and  delivered  in 

presence  of  ua  Obediah  Bean 

John  Scrihner  I^evi  Ilc:in 

I'hineus  Iteede  Samuel  Sniitli 


ONE  CUNT  REWARD 

Run  away  from  the  subscriber  on  the  night  of  the  i6th  inst.  an 
indented  boy  by  the  name  of  Samuel  Putney,  aged  seventeen  years. 
Whoever  will  return  said  boy  shall  be  entitled  to  the  above  reward.  All 
persons  are  hereby  forbid  liarboring,  trnsting,  or  employing  snid  bo^  as  1 
shall  pay  no  debts  of  liis  contracting  and  shall  demand  pay  for  his  ser- 
vices if  any  he  does.  Peter  Sanborn. 

Bridgewater,  Jan.  lo,  i8a6. 


RUN  AWAY 

Run  uwuy  from  the  siibHeribcr,  ii  girt  iiumed  Mury  Aim  Mooiivy 
Telyne.  Tliia  is  to  forbid  any  person  trusting  biT  on  my  account,  as  1 
ahull  \iny  no  debts  of  her  rontneling  afli-r  this  thitu,  and  1  alxo  forbid 
any  i)eraoii  trusting  her  <m  iiccouiil  of  the  sokvtmeu  of  NtirlhwiNMl,  lui  1 
have  given  them  bonds  to  talce  care  of  said  girl  till  she  arrives  ut  the  age 
of  eighteen  years.  George  Cross. 

Bridgewater,  Oct.  ii,  i8a6. 
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FORDS,  FERRIES,   AND  TOLL-BRIDGES 

lie  rodu  tlirou(;li  tlic  iit)(;nt  clcariiigH, 

He  ciiUi<;  lo  tin;  ferry  WHle, 
Atid  tlirice  lie  called  to  the  IxMtmaii, 

Asleep  ou  the  other  side. 

—WAiUier. 

The  first  bridge  erected  over  the  Pemigewasset  river  witliiti 
the  limits  of  the  old  town  of  New  Chester  was  Union  bridge  at 
Hill  village.  Its  first  charter  was  granted  in  1801  ;  but  the  in- 
corporators were  slow  to  act,  and,  in  1803,  tlie  time  in  which 
to  construct  the  bridge  was  extended.  The  bridge  was  com- 
pleted, as  nearly  as  can  be  learned,  as  early  as  1808.  This  was 
the  era  ol  building  toll-bridges  and  turnpikes  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  furnished  modes  of  speculation  of  the  day;  but  like 
mauy  speculations  of  a  later  period,  very  little  profit  was  realized 
by  the  shareholders.  The  stock  of  this  bridge  was  of  very 
doiibtf nl  value ;  assessments  were  made  from  time  to  time,  and 
each  lime  the  sale  of  a  part  of  tlic  stock  was  necessary  because 
of  non-pajnient  of  the  amounts  as.sesse<l.  In  1821,  a  meeting  of 
tile  stockltolders  was  held  to  .see  if  the  entire  plant  should  not  be 
sold.  The  great  Ircshct  of  1824 carried  off  the  bridge;  and  au 
ice  dam,  in  i860,  or  about  that  time,  lifted  its  successor  from 
its  foundations  and  carried  it  down  stream.  By  act  of  the  legis- 
lature, Dec.  20,  1842,  the  name  of  this  bridge  was  changed  to 
Belknap. 

Previous  to  the  construction  of  Union  bridge,  Tilton  Ben- 
nett liad  a  ferry  just  below  the  site  of  the  bridge.  In  November, 
1 79S,  forty-five  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sanboruton  sent  a  petition 
to  the  General  Court  asking  that  Tilton  Bennett  be  granted  a 
ferry  at  tliis  point.  In  this  paper  they  state  that  "Tilton  Ben- 
nett of  Saubomton  has  attended  a  ferry  over  Pemigewasset  River 
between  Sanboruton  and  New  Chester  for  four  years  la.st  past 
and  he  has  been  at  great  expense  to  provide  suitable  Boats  for 
said  ferry."  Tliis  slalcmcnt  would  fix  the  date  of  the  cslablisli- 
nient  of  llie  ferry  as  1794.  A  grant  was  made  to  Mr.  Bennett 
a-s  rc<iucste(l,  and  tlie  ferry  was  contiiuted  till  the  bridge  was 
constructed. 

The  rates  of  toll  on  the  ferry  were  as  follows:  Each  foot 
passenger,  two  cents ;  horse,  three  cents ;  chaise  by  two  horses, 
ten  cents ;  riding  sleigh  with  one  horse,  six  cents ;  coach,  chaise. 
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or  chariot,  for  passengers  with  more  than  one  liorse,  20  cents ; 
chariot,  twelve  cents ;  cart  and  two  horses,  ten  cents ;  addi- 
tional horse,  three  cents ;  neat  creature,  two  cents ;  sheep,  swine, 
each,  one-half  cent. 

Farther  up  the  Peniigewasset  was  what  is  now  known  as 
Blake's  ferry.  At  this  point  on  the  west  haiik  was  the  home 
of  Captain  Cutting  Favor.  At  au  early  date  Capt.  Favor  had  a 
private  ferry  by  which  to  cross  the  river  to  his  extensive  lands 
and  to  the  home  of  a  son  on  the  east  bank.  At  seasons  of  low 
water  there  was  also  a  ford  at  this  point  - —  from  the  west  bank  to 
the  island  and  from  the  northern  bank  of  the  island  to  the  New 
Hampton  bank.  The  road  from  the  ford,  up  the  steep  bank  on 
the  New  Hampton  side,  can  still  be  seen,  just  south  of  the  old 
two-story  house  that  still  stands  there. 

At  the  June  session  of  the  legislature  in  1797,  Captain 
Favor  and  his  son-in-law,  Kbenezer  Wells,  asked  for  a  charter 
to  build  at  this  point  a  bridge  to  be  known  as  the  Favor  bridge, 
and  the  charter  was  granted.'  An  effort  was  also  made  to  con- 
struct a  road  from  New  Holderness  to  the  eastern  end  of  the 
bridge.  Neither  project  material i/.ed,  however,  and  the  ford  and 
ferry  continued  to  be  used. 

In  March,  1802,  Rev,  David  Fisk  came  from  Boscawen  and 
located  on  the  New  Hampton  side  of  the  Pcmigcwasset  on  what 
is  still  known  as  the  Fisk  farm.  Soon  afterwards  he  established 
a  ferry  near  the  mouth  of  Smith's  river.  At  the  foot  of  Bristol 
falls,  nearly  opposite  the  present  engine-house  of  the  Boston  & 
Maine  railroad,  there  was  a  ferry  owned  and  operated  by  Peter 
Sleeper,  These  two  ferries,  being  connected  by  a  road  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river,  took  a  part  of  the  travel  between  Hill  and 
Bristol.  Just  north  of  the  engine-house  site  there  was  a  ford  ; 
but  owing  to  the  swiftness  of  the  river  it  was  not  generally  used. 
Daniel  Kelley,  of  New  Hampton,  was  drowned  here  in  1813, 
while  attempting  to  ford  the  stream.  He  was  returning  home 
from  a  muster  in  New  Chester,  when  his  horse  misstepped  into 
deep  water. 

The  next  crossing  up  the  river,  before  the  constrnction  of 
Central  bridge,  was  at  a  ford  nearly  opposite  the  present  resi- 
dence of  Solon  Dolloff.  This  ford  was  called  the  Worthen  ford, 
from  the  fact  that  Samuel  Wortheii  owue<l  the  land  on  the 
eastern  side,  since  known  as  the  Robinson  farm.  The  road  to 
the  ford  left  the  Plymouth  road  near  the  Danforth  house,  east  of 
Danforth's  brook,  and  followed  the  tow  land  until  the  river  was 
reached,  and  can  be  plainly  seen  to  this  day.  This  ford  was  the 
principal  crossing  place  for  the  settlers  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
for  several  miles,  and  was  used  for  more  than  fifty  years  after  the 
first  settlements  were  made  in  this  vicinity. 

'Slate  Papers,  Vol.  11,  p.  2jo. 
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Tlic  iicxl  crossing  iilace  was  at  a  ford  near  tlic  Heatli  bury- 
ing-grouiid.  SUU  (arllier  up  the  river  another  crossing  place 
was  at  the  point  where  the  Pemigewasset  bridge  now  stands,  and 
where  in  tlie  early  days  of  the  town  the  only  means  of  crossing 
was  by  boats,  horses  being  made  to  swim  across.  In  1795,  a 
charter  was  given  to  "William  Harper,  Daniel  McCrilUs,  Josiah 
Brown,  George  C.  Ward,  Benjamin  Galley,  Wni.  D.  Kelley,  and 
others,"  to  construct  a  bridge  to  be  known  as  the  "Bridgewater 
and  New  Hampton  bridge,  within  one  mile  of  Pine  hill  in 
llridRcwalcr,"  The  charter  was  lo  lieconie  null  and  void  if  the 
bridge  was  not  coiislrncled  within  four  yeare. 

In  1799,  Daniel  Bnrley  sent  the  following  petition  to  the 
legislature,  asking  for  tlie  privilege  of  maintaining  a  ferry  at 
this  point : 

To  tliL'  Ilon'bic  II1C  Sciintc  niid  IIouhl-  at  Rcpreseutntivcs  in  Guncml 
CoiiTt  C011VCIK1I  June  sill  1779 

llumhly  Shewn  J>miivl  iliirky  of  Kriiljtc water  lu  tlic  Cotuity  of  Graf- 
Ion  llntt  hu  iinil  Ihu  piililick  liilior  uixlcr  ijreitt  Inconvunicncc-s  by  Hcnsoii 
of  Mot  Uavint;  uiiy  llri<.l(n;  or  I'crry  over  PuuuiKiiwasaett  River  l>etweeu 
tile  Towns  of  Uriugewater  B.ud  New  Hainpton  and  the  local  situation  of 
said  Towns  render  it  almost  impossible  to  Cross  said  River  with  faoises 
unlea  thej  are  Swiuied  by  side  of  Conoes. — 

Tlierefore  your  petitioner  hnnibly  prays  your  Hours  to  grant  him 
the  privilege  of  keeping  a  Perry  a  Cross  said  River  near  pine  bill  in 
Bridgewnter.  This  place  in  sd  River  bein^  within  a  Grant  of  a  Bridge 
Cnllcd  llridgewnter  nud  New   Hainpton  Hridge   your  Petitioner  further 

!>rii\'H  that  1k'  inny  li;ivc  the  griint  of  a  I'uiry  only  till  such  time  as  said 
Iridgu  is  built  and  in  no  way  to  Infringe  the  Grant  of  said  Bridge  for 
which  I'avor  Granted  as  in  duty  Bound  shall  ever  pray 

Daniel  Burley. 

The  following  statement  accompanied  the  petition  : 

This  certifies  tliat  we  the  aubscribera  are  proprietors  of  a  Grant 
of  a  Bridge  Calld  Bridgewater  and  New  Hampton  Bridge,  and  that 
we  are  lutirely  willing  that  Daniel  Biirluy  of  Bridgewater  sliculd  liave  a 
^riiiit  of  a  ferry  wtlliiii  the  Grant  of  the  Bridge  till  there  is  a  Bridge  Built 
so  as  not  lo  infringe  the  Grant  of  the  Bridge, 
all  concerned 

Daniel  Kelley 
Benja  Colby 

The  petition  was  granted  December  11,  1799,  and  the  ferry 
cstahlishctl. 

Tlic  rate  of  toll  wiiich  Daniel  Burley  was  authorized  to 
cli.irge  was  as  follows :  "I'oot  passenger,  one  cent;  horse  and  cart, 
six  cciils;  cart  willi  more  than  one  horse,  ten  cents;  cart  and 
pair  of  oxen,  eight  cents ;  by  more  than  one  pair,  twelve  cents ; 
every  hor.se  not  rode,  or  neat  creature,  one  cent ;  sheep  and 
swine,  each,  one-half  cent." 
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The  erection  of  the  bridge  was  delayed  because  of  the 
inability  of  the  incorporators  to  dispose  of  a  sufficient  amount 
of  stock,  and  the  charter  lapsed.  Thus  matters  rested  until 
1806,  when  Robert  Moore,  Daniel  Smith,  and  James  Roliertson 
sent  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  for  a  charter  to  conslruol  n 
bridge  at  this  point.  The  charter  was  granted,  the  bridge  to  Iw 
known  as  the  Pemigewasset  bridge  and  to  be  coiLstrticted  within 
three  yeare  from  the  approval  of  the  act,  June  j8,  1806.  The 
bridge  was  completed  within  the  specified  time  and  opened  for 
travel.  It  was  located  just  above  the  site  of  the  present  bridge. 
It  was  a  cheap,  open  structure  in  two  sections,  the  first  extend- 
ing from  the  western  bank  to  the  island  and  the  other  from  the 
island  to  the  eastern  hank.  The  island  then  consisted  of  two 
acres  of  land  and  contained  a  good  maple  orclinrd.  The  freshet 
of  1834  carried  the  bridge  down  stream,  and  one  or  two  of  its 
successors  were  similarly  destroyed.  The  present  bridge  was 
erected  about  1834.  At  first  it  spanned  the  river  from  shore 
to  shore  without  a  pier,  but  it  soon  commenced  to  sag,  and  a 
pier  was  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  stream  to  support  it.  The 
pier  was  a  huge  crib,  bnilt  of  logs  on  the  ice  and  sunk  in  its 
place  and  filled  with  stones.  The  present  stone  pier  wi^s  Iniilt 
about  1864.  The  story  is  told  that  at  the  building  of  the  aliut- 
ments  it  was  necessary  for  work  to  be  done  under  water,  and 
Dr.  Eiios  Brown  was  equal  to  the  occasion.  Swinging  a  chain 
over  his  shoulder,  he  would  dive  to  the  bottom  of  the  stream, 
fasten  the  chain  about  a  rock,  and  return  to  the  surface.  This 
bridge  was  also  known  as  the  Smith  bridge,  because  Daniel 
Smith,  of  New  Hampton,  was  a  large  owner  of  the  stock.  It  is 
said  that  on  one  occasion  as  he  stood  on  the  bank  o(  the  stream 
and  saw  the  bridge  carried  away,  he  exclaimed:   "There  goes 

more  of  my  property  to  h ,"  when  a  bystander  sought  to 

comfort  him  with  the  remark,  "Well,  you  will  recover  it  all 
when  you  get  there,  Mr.  Smith." 

The  rates  of  toll  over  this  bridge  and  over  Union  bridge 
in  Hill  were  practically  the  same  as  those  over  Central  bridge, 
given  on  page  1 11 . 

I'emigewasset  bridge  was  laid  out  as  a  public  highway, 
March  12,  1866,  the  corporation  being  awarded  damages  to  the 
amount  of  $1,000.  01  this  amount  llristol  paid  inie-haU,  tlic 
center  of  the  bridge  being  the  dividing  line  between  the  two 
towns. 

CENTRAL    BRIDGE 

The  first  charter  for  the  erection  of  Central  bridge  at  Bristol 
village  was  granted  by  the  legislature,  Dec.  17,  1812,  to  Timo- 
thy Tilton,  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett,  David  Smiley,  their  associates, 
•  and  successors.     The  charter  gave  them  the  right  to  erect  a 
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toll-l>ri(lge  iit  any  point  "between  the  southerly  line  of  the 
graut  for  Peniigewasset  bridge  and  tlie  northerly  line  of  the 
gmnt  for  New  Chester  Union  bridge."  One  condition  of  tlie 
grant  was  that  the  town  of  New  Hampton  should  not  be  put  to 
expense  in  building  a  road  to  the  eastern  end  of  the  bridge  for 
tlie  accommodation  of  the  public.  The  stock  of  the  company 
was  to  be  divided  into  one  hundred  shares  and  the  proprietors 
were  authorized  to  hold  real  estate  not  to  exceed  five  acres. 
The  charier  further  provided  that,  if  the  bridge  should  not 
\k  constructed  witltin  live  years  of  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the 
act,  it  wonld  become  null  and  void.  The  five  years  passed; 
no  bridge  was  built,  and  the  charter  lapsed. 

June  22,  1820,  the  act  granting  the  charier  was  reenacted, 
witli  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett,  Onesiphorus  Page,  John  Ayer,  and 
David  Smiley  as  incorporators.  Even  then  no  enthusiasm  was 
manileslcd  over  the  proposed  bridge,  and  more  than  a  year  and 
a  hall  pa.ssed  before  the  new  incorporators  effected  an  organi- 
zation. Then  others  joined  the  movement,  and  at  a  meet- 
ing held  at  the  inn  of  Isaac  Dodge,  April  29,  1822,  the 
incorporators  organized  with  the  election  of  Joseph  Flanders, 
moderator;  Onesiphorus  Page,  clerk;  I.  C.  Bartlett,  treasurer. 
John  Ayer,  Dudley  Kelley,  and  N.  S.  Berry  were  elected 
directors;  and  Moses  H.  Bradley,  Onesiphorus  Page,  and  Dud- 
ley Kelley  were  chosen  a  committee  to  draft  by-laws.  I^evi 
Carter,  Rtdiard  H.  Sawyer,  and  Aaron  Favor  were  made  a 
coin  in  ill  L'c  lo  procure  sniwcriplions  l«  llic  slock  of  the  company, 
which  was  fixed  at  ^1,500,  divided  into  one  hundred  shares  of  ' 
#15  each.  Anmsa  Cowles,  Dudley  Kelley,  and  Peter  Sleeper 
were  made  a  connnittee  lo  draft  a  plan  of  the  bridge. 

Occasional  meetings  of  the  incorporators  were  held  during 
the  following  year.  At  a  meeting  held  June  14,  1823,  the 
directors  presented  a  lull  report  of  all  that  had  been  done 
towards  the  erection  of  the  bridge.  The  report  stated  that  they 
had  made  contracts  covering  the  entire  cost ;  that  Moses  Ben- 
nett wa-s  to  furnish  the  bridge  tinil>er  for  {(275 ;  Moses  W.  Sleeper 
and  Robert  Smith  were  to  build  the  eastern  pier  for  $350; 
Onesiphorus  Page,  the  western  pier  for  $300,  and  the  western 
abutment  for  $120;  John  Ayer,  the  eastern  abutment  lor  $170; 
John  Pattee  was  to  furnish  four  thousand  five  hundred  feet  of 
three-inch  plank,  sixteen  feet  long,  for  $54;  and  John  Ayer  was 
to  do  the  timber  work  for  $235,  making  a  total  of  $1,504.  This 
rcixirt  also  stated  that  subscriptions  (or  stock  at  that  date 
aniouiilctl  to  $1,055,  and  that  the  following  donations  had  been 
pledged ; 


I.  C.  Bartlett 

«6o 

Wm.  Simonds 

»i5 

Moses  Favor 

50 

James  Miiiot 

50 

Webster  &  Cavis 

30 

Daniel  Cheney 

15 
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Ezra  Parker 
Joseph  Brown 
John  Willoughby 
Onesiphoriis  Page 


*I5 
•5 
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Charles  Emerson 
Isaiah  Emerson 
I<ewis  Davis 
Peter  Hazeltou 


30 


The  stock  sold  and  donations  amounted  to  $1,410,  thus 
leaving  only  $94  to  be  provided  for.  The  report  hirther  stated 
that  John  Ayer,  Nathaniel  S.  Berry,  and  John  McClary  were 
the  principal  undertakers  in  building  the  bridge  and  stood 
readyto  execute  their  contracts. 

All  the  stock  was  finally  disposed  of,  and  was  issued  to  the 
following  named  persons,  the  figures  at  the  right  indicating  the 
number  of  shares  taken  by  ench : 


Theophilus  Sanborn 
Daniel  Sanborn 
Berry  &  McClary 
Richard  H.  Sawyer 
Isaac  Dodge 
John  Ayer 
Tiniolliy  Eastman 
Aiuasn  Cowles 
David  Sauboni 
Ichabod  C.  Bartlett 
Jonathan  Powers 
Moses  Worthen 
John  Pattee 
Dudley  Kelley 
Josiah  Robinson 
Joseph  Flanders 
William  McClary 
John  Keltey 
James  Hight 
John  L.  Gordon 
Aaron  Favor 
John  S.  Ayer 
William  Crawford 
Samuel  Smith 
James  Miuot 


Ezekiel  S.  Worthen 
Isaac  Ladd,  Jr. 
Levi  Carter 
Obediah  C.  Smith 
William  Wallace 
Erskine  Q nimby 
Erastiis  Cowles 
John  Tolfonl,  Jr. 
O.  C.  Smilb 
Ebenezer  Kendall 
Jesse  Sanborn 
Daniel  Cheney 
James  Chase 
Caleb  Sawyer 
N.  G.  Upham 
John  Greely 
Moses  l-'avor 
Abljott  Lovejoy 
Philip  Webster 
Solomon  Cavis 
Joseph  Brown 
M.  H.  Bradley 
Lewis  Davis 
I'elcr  Ilazcllon 


The  bridge  was  constructed  in  the  summer  and  fall  o( 
1833.  It  was  an  open  structure,  with  two  piers,  and  stood 
nearer  the  water  by  several  feet  than  the  present  covered  bridge. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  incorporators  October  11,  1823,  it  was  voted 
that  the  bridge  be  free  until  the  annual  meeting  of  the  company 
-  in  June,  1824, 

One-half  o(  the  bridge  was  first  taxed  in  Bristol  in  April, 
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1827,  at  a  valuation  of  $50,  and  tlie  money  tax  was  55  cents. 
In  1840,  the  assessed  valuation  was  $500. 

In  the  summer  of  1834,  the  toll-g;ate  house,  which  still 
stands  near  the  bridge,  ou  the  southern  side  of  the  highway, 
was  erected.  Obadiah  C.  Smith  dug  the  cellar  and  laid  the 
walls  and  loundation  for  the  chimney  for  $25.50;  James  Chase 
was  given  $10  in  money  and  a  share  of  bridge  stock  for  erecting 
the  frame ;  while  the  other  parts  of  the  building  were  built  by 
Moses  W.  Sleeper  for  $150.  The  next  summer  Aniasa  Cowles 
built  the  barn  for  "two  notes  signed  by  William  Keezer  and 
David  Sleeper,  for  $15  each,  the  saddle  which  the  corporation 
received  from  Joseph  Fowler,  and  $20  in  money." 

In  Iront  of  the  house  there  was  a  gate  —  a  long  pole  which 
swung  across  the  road  when  no  one  was  passing  —  and  on  one 
side  of  the  road  was  erected  a  large,  square  sign,  on  which  were 
painted  the  following  rates  for  crossing  the  bridge : 

Kach  loot  pa.s.senger  i  cent 

iCacli  horse  and  rider  6  cents 

Each  additional  rider  i  cent 

Each  chaise,  chair,  sulky,  or  other  pleasure 
carriage  on  wheels,  drawn  by  one 
Iiorse  12  r-a  cents 

Each  riding  sleigh,  drawn  by  one  horse  6  cents 

Each  riding  sleigh  lor  passengers,  drawn  by 

two  Imrses  10  cents 

Each  additional  horse  2  cents 

Each  conch,  chariot,  phaeton,  or  other  four- 
wheeled  carriage  for  passengers,  drawn 
by  two  horses  25  cents 

Each  additional  horse  5  cents 

Each  curricle  15  cents 

Each  cart,  wagon,  sleigh,  sled,  or  other  car- 
riage of  burden,  drawn  by  two  beasts     10  cents 
Each  additional  jjeast  2  cents 

Each  sleigh,  or  sled,  or  other  carriage  of 

burden,  drawn  by  one  horse  6  r-4  cents 

Each  sheep  or  swine  r-4  cent 

Each  horse  or  neat  creature,  exclusive  of 

those  rode  on  or  in  carriages  i  1-2  cents 


Sl>ecial  monthly  and  yearly  rates  were  given  for  all  pur- 
poses except  the  passing  of  wood  and  lumber.  Elijah  Buttrick 
was  the  first  loU-gnlhcrcr,  and  lie  was  succeeded,  in  1833,  by 
KitLslcy  Mn.son ;  l,cander  Itadger  was  toll-gatherer  for  many 
years,  until  the  bridge  was  made  free. 

The  bridge  did  not  prove  a  paying  investment,  and  during 
the  first  ten  years  the  dividends  amounted  to  only  $1.35  per 
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share.  It  had  been  standing'  less  than  thirteen  years  when  it 
was  considered  unsafe,  and  the  company  voted,  June  30,  1836, 
to  rebuild.  Work  was  commenced  in  the  fall  of  that  yenr,  and 
the  present  covered  stnictnre  was  completed  dnriu)];  the  follow- 
ing winter.  The  two  piers  were  discarded,  luul  the  pri.'si;nl 
stone  pier  was  hiiilt  near  the  middle  ol  the  stream.  To  cover 
the  expense  of  this  new  bridge,  three  a.s.sessnients  of  five  dollars 
each  per  share  were  made. 

The  new  bridge  did  a  larger  business  than  the  first,  and 
dividends  from  one  dollar  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  share 
were  now  paid  each  year. 

In  1854,  an  assessment  of  three  dollars  on  each  share  was 
voted  to  pay  debts  that  had  accumulated.  The  shares  at  this 
thne  were  considered  of  so  little  value  that  the  assessment  was 
paid  on  only  five  shares.  All  the  rest,  ninety-five  in  all,  were 
sold  at  auction  for  non-payment  of  the  assessment.  These  were 
purchased  by  Levi  Bartlett,  Gustavus  Bartlett,  Solomon  S. 
Sleeper,  David  Tilton,  and  Abbott  l^ovejoy  at  an  average  price 
of  $3.08 — just  enough  to  pay  the  assessments  and  costs. 

No  meetings  of  the  incorporators  were  held  after  the  annual 
meeting  ol  May  14,  1856,  and  the  directors  elected  at  this  time, 
David  Tilton,  Gwstavus  Bartlett,  and  William  C.  T^ovejoy,  %vere 
the  last  cho-scii.  l,evi  Uarllell,  as  L-lerk  and  iRiisnrer,  iraii-s- 
acted  most  of  the  business  from  this  time  till  the  bridge  became 
the  property  of  Bristol  and  New  Hampton. 

The  following  not  before  mentioned  served  at  various  times 
on  the  board  of  directors:  Aaron  Favor,  Timothy  Kastman, 
Nathaniel  G.  Upham,  Obadiah  C.  Smith,  Levi  Carter,  John 
Little,  Solomon  Cavis,  Moses  Worthen,  Bracket  L.  Greenough, 
I.^vi  Bartlett,  Abbott  Lovejoy,  John  Kellcy,  Wni.  L.  Chase. 
David  Sanborn,  Leander  Badger,  Francis  H.  Kidder,  and  John 
Ayer. 

The  subject  of  freeing  the  bridge  began  to  be  agitated  pre- 
vious to  i860,  and  as  the  towns  of  Bristol  and  New  Hampton 
showed  much  reluctance  in  laying  out  a  road  over  a  bridge  that 
would  cost  a  large  sum  to  keep  in  repair,  John  B.  Gordon  and 
others  petitioned  the  court  to  lay  out  the  road.  The  question 
came  up  for  the  action  of  the  town  of  Bristol  at  a  meeting  held 
April  17,  i860,  when  a  motion  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  select- 
men was  lost ;  and  the  town  voted  to  dismiss  the  article  without 
action.  No  better  result  was  reached  at  a  meeting  held  in  the 
following  November ;  but  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1861. 
a  vote  was  passed  instructing  the  selectmen  to  lay  out  a  road 
over  Central  bridge.  The  voters  evidently  saw  the  hand-writing 
on  the  wall.  But  the  action  of  the  town  was  too  late ;  for  July 
n,  1S61,  the  commissioners  of  Grafton  and  Belknap  counties 
laid  out  a  road  from  the  dwelling-house  of  Parker  Perry  in  New 
Hampton  to  the  toll-gate  house  in  Bristol,  and  awarde<l  the  Cen- 
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tral  bridge  corporation,  as  damages,  $300.     Thus  one-half  of  the 
bridge  became  the  property  of  the  town  of  Bristol. 

The  bridge  has  been  an  expensive  one  to  maintain,  and 
large  snuis  have  been  exi>ende<l  on  it  from  time  to  time.  About 
1854,  the  eastern  abutment  was  swept  away  by  a  flood  of  water, 
turned  in  that  direction  by  a  log-jam  at  the  pier ;  while  the 
bridge,  itself,  has  several  times  narrowly  escaped  destruction  by 
fresliets.  In  1870,  Bristol  rebuilt  the  western  abutment  and 
raised  t)ie  western  end  of  the  bridge  a  few  feet,  at  a  cost  of 
*i.355- 

At  the  session  of  the  legislature  hi  1S70,  a  charter  was 
granted  Nathaniel  F.  Keyes,  David  M.  Webster,  Stephen  C. 
Baker,  Joseph  F.  Ladd,  John  A.  Dana,  John  Brown,  Nathaniel 
Batchclder,  their  associates,  and  successors  as  the  Pemigewasset 
Bridge  Co.,  to  build  and  maintain  a  toll-bridge  over  the  Pcmige- 
\vii.s.sel  river  bclweeii  New  Hampton  and  Bridgewater,  at  or  near 
S<]uam  Palls.  The  bridge  was  constructed  soon  after  and  was 
known  as  the  Ashland  bridge.  It  was  a  great  convenience  to 
Bridgewater  in  lessening  the  distance  to  the  Ashland  markets. 
It  was  not,  however,  a  paying  investment,  and  James  A,  West 
purchased  most  of  the  stock  at  low  figures.  In  October,  1883,  a 
petition  was  circulated  through  this  section  by  Mr,  West,  D.  M, 
Webster,  and  others,  praying  that  the  courts  of  Grafton  and 
Belknap  countict  lay  ont  a  highway  over  this  bridge.  This 
lH.-tilioii  received  over  three  huiKlred  signiiliircs.  A  lorgc  array 
of  legal  talent  was  engaged  for  the  petitioners  and  the  case  came 
to  a  hearing  by  the  com niLss loners,  Oct.  15,  18S4.  Many  of 
the  petitioners  withdrew  their  names  before  the  hearing  com- 
menced, and  the  leaders  withdrew  the  case  soon  after.  But  a 
day  of  reckoning  came  and  the  petitioners  paid  the  costs.  The 
bridge  was  swept  down  stream  in  the  great  freshet  of  1S96,  and 
has  not  been  rebuilt. 
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HIGHWAYS 

Roll  back  the  years  a  celitury 
And  ride  with  me  the  Mayhew  pike. 
For  far  and  near  no  roiid  it's  like ; 
TliTOugli  pathleaa  woods  for  miles  and  miles 
Through  tangled  swamps  aiid  deep  dcfilca 


The  action  of  the  proprietors  of  New  Chester  in  opening  a 
road  through  the  "home  lots,"  as  an  encouragement  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  town,  has  been  narrated  in  the  chapter  entitled 
"The  Proprietary  History."  The  amount  of  money  thus  ex- 
pended was  not  sufficient  to  made  a  good  road  through  the  prime- 
val forests  for  nineteen  miles,  from  the  Franklin  to  the  Ply- 
mouth line,  and  construct  siiilahle  bridges,  Imt  it  was  suiTicient 
to  make  such  a  road  as  would  allow  the  passing  of  men  and 
women  on  horseback,  or  even  the  slow  passage  of  an  ox  team. 

The  road  opened  by  these  workmen  commenced  at  the 
Franklin  line,  and  followed  up  the  Pemigewasset  valley  very 
nearly  as  the  road  now  runs  till  it  reached  a  point  just  south 
of  Smith's  river,  where  is  now  the  Peaslee  burying- ground. 
Here  it  made  a  sharp  turn  to  the  west,  and  followed  the  south 
bank  of  Smith's  river  till  it  reached  the  head  of  the  falls,  at 
which  point  it  crossed  Hie  river,  and  from  there  ascended  the 
steep,  south  side  of  New  Chester  mountain  to  the  height  of  the 
land  between  the  two  summits ;  thence  passed  the  present  resi- 
dence of  Mrs.  J.  W.  Sanborn,  down  the  north  side  of  the  moun- 
tain to  tlie  bridge  at  Central  square.  From  this  village  it  t'on- 
tinuetl  toward  New  Hampton  very  much  as  it  does  now,  till 
Danforth's  brook  was  passed,  when  it  commenced  to  l>cnr  to 
tlie  north  and  passed  just  above  the  present  residence  of  Solon 
DoUoff ;  thence  it  continued  east,  crossing  the  present  road  near 
where  a  schoolhouse  now  stands,  and  continued  down  the  hill  to 
the  meadow  near  the  bank  of  the  river ;  thence  it  made  its  way 
up  a  ravine  to  the  log  cabin  of  Abner  Fellows,  where  Horace  N. 
Emmons  now  resides,  and  then  continued  on  the  present  route 
till  it  reached  the  point  where  Benjamin  Emmons  settled,  now 
known  as  the  John  M.  R.  Emmons  farm.  From  this  point  it 
continued  very  nearly  due  east  till  the  river  bank  was  again 
reached,  nearly  opposite  the  Heath  buryiug-groun<I,  from  wliicli 
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lX)iiit  it  Ivorc  to  titc  north  and  conliiiiicd  in  nearly  a  straight 
course  over  Ten-Mile  brook  and  over  the  base  of  Pine  hill  till  il 
again  reached  the  baiik  of  the  river  at  the  mouth  of  the  brook  a 
<  short  distance  north  of  Pemigewasset  bridge  ou  the  Sylvauus  W. 
Sweat  farm.  This  piece  of  road,  where  it  passed  the  site  of  the 
Pemigewasset  bridge,  was  nearly  a  half  mile  west  of  it,  the 
river  making  a  bend  to  the  east.  From  tliis  brook  it  followed 
the  river  bank  to  Moore's  mills,  and  continued  as  now  to  the 
Andrew  J.  West  place;  thence  across  the  intervale,  nearer  the 
river  than  now.  and  so  continued  till  it  passed  the  Simeon  Cross 
farm,  the  buildings  of  which  were  destroyed  by  lire  a  lew  years 
ago  while  occupied  by  James  Aiken  ;  thence  it  again  followed  ils 
present  course  till  it  passed  the  Charles  H.  Woodman  farm  and 
reached  a  point  a  little  south  of  the  present  brick  schoolhouse. 
Here  it  again  left  the  low  land  and  proceeded  along  the  hillside, 
leaving  the  site  of  the  coal  kilns  and  the  present  road  nearly  a 
half  mile  to  the  cast,  and  again  reaching  the  present  road  just 
south  of  the  Webster  farmhouses.  From  this  point  it  bore  away 
to  the  northwest  to  the  settlement  of  Col,  Thomas  Crawford,  now 
the  farm  of  Sherman  S.  Fletcher.  It  then  made  a  tiirn  to  the 
east,  or  northeast,  and  continued  along  the  present  road  till  it 
crossed  the  Clay  brook  at  the  extreme  northeastern  part  of  the 
town  not  far  from  the  Plymouth  line,  where  John  Mitchell  settled. 

This  was  substantially  the  road  as  opened  by  the  workmen 
sent  here  by  the  proprietors  of  New  Chester,  and  was  called  the 
Concord  and  Plymouth  road.  It  was  nut,  however,  fonnally  laid 
out  by  the  selectmen  of  New  Chester  till  June  11,1 785 .  Impor- 
tant changes  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  at  various 
]>oints.  The  great  freshet  of  October,  1785,  caused  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  road  on  the  intervale  in  Bridgewater,  on  the  Cross 
farm,  and  the  construction  of  a  road  on  higher  ground.  This 
second  road  was  later  abandoned,  and  the  present  road,  between 
the  first  two,  was  constructed  at  this  point. 

As  early  as  1776,  an  unsuccessful  effort  was  made  to  improve 
the  approach  of  tlic  road  to  the  bridge  at  the  head  of  the  falls  at 
Kniilirs  river.  iJec.  2,  17S5,  however,  a  road  was  laid  out  wiiicli  - 
left  the  Concord  and  Plymouth  road  a  lew  rods  north  of  the 
present  farmhouse  of  William  C.  Rellcy,  in  Hill,  crossed  the 
Aat  west  of  the  highway  and  ascended  the  foothills  of  Periwig 
mountain,  then  turned  north  and  proceeded  till  it  reached  the  old 
road  south  of  the  bridge.  This  road  was  still  further  improved 
in  Novcnil>er,  1797,  by  leaving  the  Concord  and  Plymouth  road 
just  south  of  William  C.  Kelley's,  thus  making  the  ascent  of  the 
foothills  of  Periwig  still  more  gradual.  The  first  two  roads  at 
this  point  were  discontinued  in  March,  1798,  and  the  latter  in 
March,  i8og.  alter  the  construction  of  the  turnpike. 

The  bridge  over  Smith's  river  at  this  point  was  the  first, 
and  probably  the  only,  bridge  constructed  by  the  New  Chester 
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proprietors  previous  to  the  settlement  of  the  town.  This  par- 
ticular site  was  evidently  chosen  because  the  banks  were  high 
and  the  channel  narrow  and  the  stream  could  be  spanned  hy 
logs  cut  in  the  woods  near-by,  and  the  necessity  -  of  a  pier 
obviated. 

In  1784,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  the  south  end  o(  the 
bridge  over  Smith's  river  into  the  Borough  as  far  as  William 
Murray's  on  the  Alexandria  line,  a  distance  of  five  miles,  which 
was  known  as  the  Murray  road.  Thi.s  road  is  sjiokcn  of  in  the 
town  records  as  early  as  1776,  thus  showing  that  a  trail  was 
there  as  early  as  that  date. 

One  ol  the  eariiesi  roads  opened  was  from  Smith's  river 
bridge  to  Clark's  Comer,  in  South  Alexandria,  on  the  north 
hank  of  the  river.  The  conlinuatiou  of  this  road  was  over 
Plumer  hill  to  Crawford's  Corner  in  Alexandria,  and  thence 
to  Hebron  on  the  west  side  of  Sugar  I,oaf  mountain.  This  was 
the  first  road  to  Hebron  from  the  south.  The  New  Chester  part 
of  this  road  was  laid  out  in  1784,  "as  the  road  is  now  trod," 
thus  showing  it  had  been  in  use  before  being  laid  out,  as  was 
customary  at  that  time. 

A  road  to  connect  with  this  last  described  road  was  laid  out 
Aug.  20,  178c,  from  what  is  now  High  street  in  llristol  village. 
The  casleni  part  of  this  roail  was  ImjIwcch  l,ols  61  and  (>2,  exact- 
ly where  Prospect  street  now  is,  and  continued  west  to  near  the 
westerly  end  of  those  lots,  near  where  William  H.  Hannaford 
now  lives,  where  it  turned  to  the  south  and  thus  continued  to 
the  Alexandria  line. 

There  is  no  record  showing  the  laying  out  of  a  highway 
where  is  now  North  Main  street  previous  to  the  construction  o( 
the  Mayhew  turnpike  about  1804;  but  there  was  a  trail  from 
Central  square  to  the  log  cabin  of  John  Sleeper,  where  David  M. 
Chase  now  lives,  at  the  base  of  Sugar  hill,  as  early  as  1780. 
A  little  later  it  was  extended  to  and  along  Willow  street  up 
Alexandria  hill  and  over  Hemp  hill,  past  where  Charles  A.  Gale 
now  lives  to  Jonas  Hastings's ;  thence  to  near  where  Silas  S. 
Brown  now  resides.  That  part  of  this  trail  from  Newfound  river 
to  Mr.  Brown's  was  laid  out  as  a  highway  by  New  Chester, 
June  ar,  1790.  In  1831,  this  road  was  extended  north  past  tlie 
fariuliouse  of  Col.  Samuel  T.  W.  Sleeper,  later  (•ccupicd  by  his 
son,  J.  Martin  Sleeper,  and  now  by  Jacob  Ackennan,  to  the 
burying- ground  on  the  Sleeper  farm,  and  thence  to  the  farm- 
house of  Moses  Atwood,  later  occupied  for  many  years  by  Cal- 
vin H.  Mudgett  and  now  by  William  Adams.  In  1837,  this  road 
was  extended  still  farther  north,  passing  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mudgett  farmhouse,  and  crossing  Fowler's  river  just  lielow  the 
present  bridge ;  thence  to  David  I,add's  fannhouse,  later  occu- 
pied for  many  years  by  Ezekiel  Follansbee,  near  the  base  of 
Sugar  Loaf.     That  part  of  the  road  between  Fowler's  river  and 
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Col.  Sleeper's  was  discontinued  after  the  construction  of  the 
Sugar  Loaf  road. 

In  1837,  a  short  road  was  laid  ont  from  the  Moses  Atwood 
residence  about  northeast  at  right  angles  with  the  above  de- 
scribed road  to  the  site  of  the  buildings  owned  by  A.  W.  Carr, 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1902.  On  this  road  lived  at  different  times 
Aaron  Sleeper,  William  Mudgett,  Walter  Haywood,  John  Ladd, 
John  Simonds,  and  Gilman  Sanborn. 

In  1793.  the  court  laid  out  a  road  from  "the  bridge"  at 
the  outlet  of  the  lake  to  "the  gmlash  of  Slicrbwrn  Tilton  on 
the  Newfound  pond  brook,"  now  known  as  Black  brook.  This 
|K)tash  was  near  the  head  of  the  brook  on  land  leased  by  Mr. 
Tiltou  of  Jonas  Hastings  in  December,  1780,  east  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's house.  It  was  connected  on  the  west  with  a  road  from 
the  Hastings  house,  ^hich  stood  as  now  on  the  road  laid  out, 
in  1790,  over  Hemp  liill.  A  path  wa.-i  also  opened  from  Mr. 
UasliuK-s's  west  ly  connect  with  the  road  over  I'lumcr  hill, 
before  described,  called  the  Hebron  road.  This  was  laid  out 
in  1822  as  a  highway.  The  road,  therefore,  from  the  bridge 
past  the  potash  was  the  first  opened  from  the  foot  of  the  lake 
to  Alexandria. 

In  1811,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  the  bridge  at  the  outlet  of 
the  lake  southeast  to  the  David  H.  Sleeper  farm  on  the  turn- 
pike, as  it  was  then  traveled, 

July  22,  181Z,  a  ro.td  wa.s  laid  out  from  this  bridge  extend- 
ing one  hundred  and  fitly-lhrce  rod.s  northwest  along  the  lake 
shore  to  land  of  Peter  Fellows.  This  was  near  where  Amasa 
Highlands  now  lives.  At  this  time  or  later,  there  were  two 
farms  on  this  road.  Here  Benjamin  Fellows  lived  in  1820, 
when  his  son  Milo,  was  born;  and  here  lived  later  Amos  Brown 
and  William  Fattee.  This  road  was  extended  later  to  the 
mouth  of  Black  brook  along  the  shore  of  the  lake ;  thence  west 
past  the  house  of  John  Sleeper  to  that  of  Col.  Samuel  T.  W. 
Sleeper.  May  19,  1824,  this  road  was  laid  out  by  Bristol  as 
ii  public  highway,  at  liighwator  mark,  "as  now  trod,"  "  with- 
out expense  to  llie  town."  The  bridge  at  tlte  outlet  of  the  lake 
at  that  time  was  known  as  Diniond's  bridge,  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Thomas  Dimond  living  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  at 
this  point.  Sept.  8,  1840,  this  road  was  extended  west  fron'i 
Col.  Sleeper's  fannhouse  to  the  Alexandria  line  to  connect  with 
the  Hebron  road,  and  the  road  from  the  Hastings  house  to 
the  Hebron  road,  spoken  of  above,  was  discontinued  in  1842. 
The  road  along  the  shore  of  the  lake  was  found  to  be  hardly  at 
"high  water  mark,"  becau.se  for  some  distance  it  was  under 
water  when  the  lake  was  full,  and,  in  1847,  a  new  piece  of 
road  one  hundred  and  forty-three  rods  long  was  laid  out  on 
higher  ground  on  land  of  Amos  Brown  and  that  part  of  the  old 
road  abandoned  at  this  time  was  discontinued  in  1854. 
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About  1821,  Kbenezer  Kendal)  built  a  saw-mill  at  North 
Bristol,  oa  the  west  side  oi  Lake  street  and  just  above  tlie  road 
running  at  right  angles  with  I,ake  street  at  this  point.  March 
8,  1825,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  the  "turn  of  the  pond," 
.supposed  to  mean  the  outlet  of  the  lake,  lo  near  where  is 
now  the  schoolhonse ;  thence  south  on  the  ridge  till  opposite 
North  Bristol,  where  it  descended  the  bank  to  this  mill.  Tliencc 
it  eontinued  a  few  rods  south  and  there  ascended  the  bank, 
passed  the  cemetery  to  the  house  of  Edmond  Brown,  later 
the  Samuel  H.  Rollins  house,  and  from  there  eight  rods  to 
the  turnpike.  In  1821,  the  road  from  the  southeastern  shore 
of  the  lake  to  the  site  of  the  Kendall  mill,  which  was  a 
part  of  the  old  road  laid  out  in  1801,  descril>cd  l>clow,  was 
apparently  discoutinue<l ;  but,  in  1825,  it  was  reopened,  the 
description  being  that  it  extended  from  "the  turnpike  past  Kben 
Kendall's  mill  to  the  turnpike  again."  This  description  would 
indicate  that  a  part  of  this  road  was  laid  out  over  a  part  of  the 
road  constructed  this  same  year  from  "the  turn  of  the  pond" 
to  Kendall's  mill,  and  from  there  to  the  turnpike,  as  before 
described.  This  overlapping  of  one  road  on  another  was  several 
times  done  in  laying  out  the  roads  of  Bristol.  The  roatis 
between  this  mill  and  the  lake  appear  to  have  l>cen  di.scontinued 
in  1863  and  1H64,  and  were  unused  lor  uiauy  years  previous. 

In  1827,  the  road  running  west  from  Kendall's  mill  to  John 
Allen's  house  was  laid  out,  constituting  what  is  now  the  street 
at  North  Bristol. 

John  Kidder  settled,  in  1772,  where  Fred  Kidder  now 
lives,  and  a  trail  was  cut  at  that  time  from  the  Concord  and 
Plymouth  road  to  his  log  cabin.  This  trail  was  soon  alter 
extended  to  the  Locke  neighborhood,  and  New  Chester  ex- 
pended money  on  it  in  178.^;  but  it  was  not  laid  out  as  a 
highway  till  1789.  The  custom  was  for  men  lo  locale  where 
fancy  led  them,  sometimes  miles  from  other  settlements.  Their 
first  communication  with  the  world  was  by  the  blazed  path,  or 
trail,  then  the  rude  road,  and  finally  the  laid-out  highway.  As 
a  rule,  no  road  was  laid  out  till  it  had  been  used  and  its  necessity 
proved. 

As  early  as  1785  a  trail  extended  from  the  I,ocke  neighbor- 
hood west,  passed  Bristol  Peak,  and  crossed  Baslord's  brook, 
now  known  as  Hemlock  brook,  in  the  deep  ravine  at  the  base  of 
the  mountain,  to  what  was  later  the  town  farm  and  still  later 
the  Homans  farm ;  thence  it  extended  down  the  west  slope  of 
the  hill  to  the  lake,  and  thence  on  the  east  shore  to  Hebron. 
The  first  settlers  eost  of  the  lake  traveled  over  this  circuitous 
trail  in  going  from  their  homes  to  what  is  now  Bristol  village. 
From  the  point  on  Basford's  brook,  named  above,  a  trail 
extended  past  the  Homans  farmhouse  on  the  height  o(  the  land 
about  three  miles  north,  to  where  J.  li.  S.  Fifield  recently  lived. 
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near  the  summit  of  Brtdgewater  hill;  thence  down  the  east  slope 
ol  the  hill  past  the  Bridgewater  meeting-house,  to  the  log  cabtii 
of  Col.  Thomas  Crawford,  where  it  united  with  the  Concord  and 
Plymouth  road  previously  described.  This  trail  was  made  a 
highway  July  25,  1788,  and  was  the  first  road  laid  out  by 
Bridgewater  after  its  incorporation  that  year.  In  1796,  this 
road  was  extended  south  from  Basford's  brook  down  the  side 
of  Bristol  Peak,  through  the  Nelson  or  Hall  neighborhood, 
"as  now  cut  and  trodden,"  uniting  with  the  Concord  and 
Plynionlh  road  as  now,  near  Uanforth's  brook.  This  extension 
greatly  lessened  the  distance  between  the  east  side  of  the  lake 
and  Bristol  village. 

When  the  road  on  the  southern  slope  of  Bristol  Peak  was 
first  constructed,  it  made  a  long  detour  to  the  west  from  where 
the  Nelson  house  now  stands,  and  then  again  swung  to  the  east, 
reaching  the  location  of  the  present  road  near  the  .site  of  the 
fannliousc  of  KcuIkii  Kidder,  near  the  highest  jwiiit  of  the 
road.  On  this  curve  was  the  fmst  house  of  Levi  Nelson,  in 
the  orchard  west  of  the  present  house ;  above  him  lived  Josiah 
Fuller,  and  near  his  home  was  the  schoolhouse  of  that  district, 
destroyed  by  (ire  in  1816.  Mr.  Fuller  removed  to  the  shore  of 
the  lake,  and  Nelson  deserted  his  home  for  a  new  one  farther 
east  but  jnst  above  the  present  house.  The  road  was  straight- 
ened, as  it  now  is,  in  September,  1821,  at  which  time  it  was 
described  as  "striking  the  old  road  four  rods  north  of  where  the 
old  schoolhoii.se  was." 

Apr.  19,  1814,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  the  corner  of  John 
Clougli's  barn,  one  hundred  and  twenty  rods  northeast  to  Mr. 
dough's  woods.  Mr.  Clough  lived  at  this  time  on  the  Homaiis 
place. 

September  aa,  1796,  the  trail  from  Hebron  was  laid  out  as 
a  highway.  This  trail  is  spoken  of  as  passing  the  farmhouse  of 
Peter  Sanborn,  who  lived  on  the  Caleb  Whittemore  farm  on  the 
"Point";  thence  past  the  home  of  Abram  Hook,  now  the 
Clillwrt  II.  Dolloff  (arm,  and  from  tlicrc  to  Basford'.s  cove, 
near  where  Udwin  T.  Pike  now  resides.  This  was  what  is  now 
the  Point  road.  July  i,  1799,  the  trail  from  Basford's  cove 
to  the  road  that  crossed  Bas(ord's  brook  011  the  hill  was  laid 
out,  thus  making  a  continuous  highway  from  the  Hebron  line 
to  Bristol  village  past  the  ba.se  of  Bristol  Peak  through  the  Hall 
neighborhootl. 

Keturniug  to  the  Locke  neighborhood  we  Hud,  in  1789, 
.another  trail  leading  due  north,  through  what  is  now  the  Smith 
pasture  to  the  Bridgewater  meeting-house.  This  was  laid  out 
Oct.  5,  1799.  It  was  over  this  road  that  the  post-riders  traveled 
(or  many  years  in  carrying  the  mail  l>etween  Bristol  village  and 
Plynionlh.  Still  another  trail  (rom  this  point  led  northeast  past 
the  William  H.  Abel  farmhouse  to  the  river  road,  now  so-called. 
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This  road  was  laid  out  in  1791.  Another  that  united  with  the 
river  road  a  short  distance  north  of  the  Pemigewasset  bridge, 
was  laid  out  Sept.  18,  1795. 

The  road  over  New  Chester  mountain  was  the  most  difficult 
between  Concord  and  Plymouth,  and  naturally  gave  rise  to 
much  complaint  by  tlio.se  traveling  over  it.  In  the  spring  of 
1797,  a  petition  wati  addressed  to  the  court  praying  that  n  high- 
way be  laid  out  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain.  The  court 
sent  a  committee  to  view  the  route  with  authority  to  lay  out  the 
road  if  thought  necessary.  This  committee  laid  out  a  road, 
in  September  of  that  year,  practically  over  the  same  route  as 
that  afterwards  taken  by  the  Mayhew  turnpike  corporation 
between  Newfound  and  Smith's  rivers.  There  was  an  evideut 
dctenninatiou  011  the  part  of  New  Chester  to  avoid,  if  ixis.silili.', 
the  construction  of  this  road,  on  account  of  the  great  expense. 
Feb.  23,  1798,  a  town  meeting  was  held,  when  the  subject  of 
the  construction  of  the  road  was  considered,  and  Maj.  Theophi- 
lus  Sanborn  was  made  a  committee  to  go  to  Haverhill  in  March 
to  lay  before  the  court  the  grievance  of  the  town,  and  see  if  the 
court  would  accept  a  road  on  the  west  side  of  the  mouutaiu  in 
place  of  that  laid  out  by  the  committee.  The  efforts  of  Maj. 
Sanborn  were  of  no  avail,  and  another  town  meeting  was  held 
May  I,  of  that  year,  when  it  wa.s  voted  to  apjical  to  the  legisla- 
ture at  the  session  to  be  held  that  month  in  Hopkiutuu,  This 
vote  was  finally  reconsidered,  and  it  was  decided  to  send  a 
petition  to  the  court  at  its  next  session  to  see  if  it  would  post- 
pone the  execution  of  its  order  for  the  construction  of  the  road. 
This  effort  weis  also  a  failure;  and  another  town  meeting  was 
held  Aug.  27,  when  a  petition  was  addressed  to  the  court  to  see 
if  it  would  give  the  town  any  relief  by  allowing  the  road  to  be 
carried  west  from  the  top  of  Merrill  hill  till  it  should  unite  with 
the  old  road  over  Ihc  niountnin,  and  thus  avoid  the  cxih:usc  of 
building  lietweeu  the  top  of  the  hill  and  Smith's  river;  or  afford 
relief  in  any  other  way.  The  court  was  inexorable,  and  this 
effort,  like  the  other,  appears  to  have  had  no  effect.  At  the 
annual  meeting,  Mar,  18,  C799,  the  town  voted  to  raise  f  100  to 
construct  the  road.  This  sum  was  entirely  inadequate  lor  the 
work,  and  apparently  no  work  was  done.  The  subject  again 
came  up  at  the  annual  niceling  in  March,  1800,  when  the  town 
voted  not  to  raise  any  money  for  the  building  of  this  road. 

Thus  matters  drifted  till  Oct.  27,  following,  when  the 
town  chose  Cot.  Peter  Sleeper  an  agent  to  appear  at  the 
superior  court  of  judicature  in  November  to  ask  the  court 
to  stay  a  hill  against  the  town  for  neglecting  to  construct  the 
road  as  ordered  by  the  court  of  common  pleas.  HoyK  was 
entertained  thai  the  court  might  be  induced  to  do  this  because 
of  the  proposed  construction  of  the  Mayhew  turnpike  over  the 
route  laid  out  by  order  of  the  court.     A  meeting  was  held  Nov. 
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lo,  when  the  town  promptly  voted  to  grant  the  petition  of 
Thomas  W.  Thompson  and  others  for  pennissiou  to  build  a 
turnpike;  but  this  did  not  end  the  difficulty  as  hoped.  The 
superior  court  did  not  interfere,  and  the  lower  court  did  not 
withdraw  its  mandate  for  tlie  construction  of  the  road ;  but 
an  indictment  was  issued  against  the  town  for  neglecting  to 
comply  with  the  order  of  the  court.  In  the  warrant  for  the 
aiunial  town  meeting  in  March,  1801,  there  was  inserted,  there- 
fore, the  following  article : 

To  Skk  Iiuw  uiucIi  money  Ihi:  Towu  will  Vote  to  Raiau  to  Uuild  aad 
Repair  tlie  Rood  oD  tlie  East  Side  of  New  Chester  Monutain  or  what  the 
Town  will  do  with  Respect  to  being  Sued  for  uot  Doing  5d  Road. 

Under  this  article  no  money  was  raised;  but  Maj.  Theophilus 
Sanborn  and  Ebenezer  Kimball  were  elected  a  committee  to 
appear  at  the  next  June  term  of  the  superior  court  of  judicature 
in  behalf  ol  the  towu.  The  efforts  o(  this  committee  appear  to 
have  been  as  unavailing  as  former  eSorts,  for  innuediately  after 
their  return  a  special  town  meeting  was  called,  at  which  the 
towu  voted  to  raise  $200  for  building  the  road,  and  the  select- 
men were  made  a  committee  to  superiutend  its  construction.  It 
may  be  regarded  as  significant,  however,  that  at  the  same  special 
meeting  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  build  a  road  on  the 
west  side  of  the  mountain  as  petitioned  for,  and  this  road  was 
const nictcd,  while  there  is  no  evidence  lo  -show  that  a  dollar 
was  ever  cx|>euded  for  the  road  on  the  east  side.  It  seems  that 
the  iimttcr  drifted  till  the  Maylicw  Turnpike  corporation  was 
granted  a  charter  iu  1803,  and  no  further  action  was  taken  by 
either  party. 

The  petition  referred  to  above  was  dated  May  1,  1801,  and 
read  as  follows : 

state  of  New  Hampshire,  Grafton,  ss. 
To  tlie  Geiitleiiicti,  .Si'li^ctiiK'ii  of  New  ClieHtcr  in  County  and  Rlutc. 

WliereHs  a  Public  Highway  hua  been  I^aid  out  and  uiadi;  passable 
from  Kumiiey  through  tlic  westerly  part  of  Plymouth  and  through  a 
piirl  of  Hebron  by  the  Easterly  part  of  Newfound  Pond  so  called  tlirongh 
Bridgcwater  which  appears  to  be  of  public  Utility  and  will  be  n  much 
shorter  way  from  Rumney  to  Concord  by  Revernl  miles  tlicrcfore  wee 
pray  tllat  your  Honors  will  lay  out  u  Road  from  Newfonnd  River  So 
Called  to  the  Westerly  aide  of  New  Cheater  nioinitain  and  to  strike  the 
Miiin  or  River  roiid  iilrout  Sixty  rods  below  Smith's  mills  in  New  Chester 
and  wee  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray.  UrfonI, 
May  I,  1801. 

iKuic  llarminl  Joslinn  ToHord 

Theophilus  Til tou  John  Adnnis 

Peter  Mayhew  Abel  Chamberlain 

Jouathau  Tiltou  Benjamin  Norris 

John  Brown  Samuel  Hazeltine,  Jr. 
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Dean  Rt^en  William  Acliiii 

Benjamin  Norria  Samuel  Davia  3d 

John  Bartlctt  Moses  Hoyt 

William  Healern  Nathan  Davis 

Benjamin  Cotton  Thomas  Wenre 

Jubei  11.  Ilnrney  Snintiul  Davis 

BurHt  lllnisttull  Isaac  Day 

Daniel  l»age  Aaron  Jewitt 

Aoron  Harry  Nathan  Davis  Jr. 

Kui  Mason  Isaac  Dean 

Israel  Iloyt  John  Johnson 

A  portion  of  the  road  described  in  the  above  petition  was  the 
same  as  that  laid  out  by  Bridgewater,  in  1796,  from  the  Hebron 
line  to  where  Edwin  T.  Pike  now  Uves.  Bridgewater  now  ex- 
tended this  road  to  Newfound  river  at  Willow  street.  The  route 
was  from  Mr.  Pike's  to  the  loot  of  the  lake  on  the  east  shore; 
thence  southwest  to  near  where  the  schoolhouse  now  stands,  a  few 
rods  south  of  the  outlet  of  the  lake ;  thence  south,  keeping  on  the 
high  land  east  of  the  river  to  the  junction  of  Willow  and  Lake 
streets ;  thence  along  Willow  street  to  the  east  bank  of  the 
river,  which  was  the  dividing  line  between  Bridgewater  and 
New  Chester. 

New  Chester  continued  this  road  from  this  point  to  the 
present  residence  of  Zerah  IJ.  Tilton ;  thence  in  nearly  a  straight 
luie  across  the  fair  ground  and  Bartlett's  plain,  past  the  present 
farmhouses  of  William  H.  Hannaford  and  Favor  Locke,  uniting 
with  the  road  on  the  north  bank  of  Smith's  river  twenty-two 
rods  west  of  the  present  high  bridge.  It  crossed  Smith's  river 
on  this  bridge,  and  then  proceeded  east  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  stream  fourteen  rods ;  thence  one  hundred  and  twelve  rods 
southeast,  where  it  united  at  the  foot  of  "Gonlding  hill"  with 
the  old  road  from  the  first  bridge  over  Smith's  river.  This  road 
can  be  readily  traced  from  the  lake  to  its  tcriuinns  by  the  aid  of 
the  accompanying  sketch. 

In  1801,  trouble  arose  between  the  court  of  common  pleas 
and  the  town  of  Bridgewater  over  the  river  road,  so-called.  The 
road  between  Danforth's  brook  and  Moore's  mills  as  originally 
constructed,  has  been  described,  running  from  just  beyond 
Solon  Dolloff's  to  the  river  bank,  then  up  the  bluff  to  Horace 
N.  l^mnioiis's,  and  again  to  the  bank  of  the  river  op|Hisitc  ihu 
Heath  buryiug-ground,  then  over  Pine  hill  to  the  brook  north 
of  Pemigewasset  bridge.  This  year  the  court  sent  a  commit- 
tee which  relaid  the  road  as  it  now  is  between  Danforth's 
brook  and  the  brook  north  of  Pemigewasset  bridge;  and  the 
court  issued  an  order  that  the  new  road  must  be  made  passable 
lor  teams  by  the  tenth  of  November  of  that  year.  A  town  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Lieut.  Samuel  Worthen's,  Oct.  22,  and  Moses 
Lewis  was  awarded  the  contract  to  do  the  work  for  $500,  An- 
otlier  meeting  was  held  Nov.   13,  when  this  vote  was   recon- 
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sidcrml,  and  tlie  town  voted  lo  raise  $200  in  lalwr  or  money  for 
this  road,  the  work  to  be  done  by  June  30,  1802.  The  work, 
however,  was  not  completed  at  the  date  specified,  and  another 
meeting  was  held  Aug.  30.  One  article  in  the  warrant  lor  this 
meeting  was  "to  see  what  further  measures  the  town  will  take 
for  completing  the  river  road  as  laid  out  by  the  court's  commit- 
tee." This  meeting  was  called  at  John  Mitchell's,  but  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  the  house  of  Robert  Bnrley,  near  that  part  of 
the  road  to  be  rebuilt,  Sept.  27,  when  it  was  voted  that  the  work 
should  t>e  completed  by  the  first  of  the  following  December,  and 
to  let  the  work,  in  three  sections,  by  vendue.  The  eastern  part 
of  the  work  was  let  to  Robert  Craige  lor  $95  ;  from  the  John  M. 
R.  Qnimons  farm  to  the  Heath  burying-ground,  was  let  to 
Robert  Craige  for  $29;  from  the  burying-ground  to  the  brook 
north  of  Pemigewasset  bridge,  to  Simon  Harris,  for  $156,  The 
exact  date  of  the  completion  of  the  road  is  not  known  ;  but  as  no 
further  action  was  taken  in  town  meeting  in  regard  to  it,  it  was 
probably  completed  by  the  contractors  in  the  time  specified. 
The  old  road  over  Pine  hill  was  discontinued  iu  March,  1809. 

The  town  had  but  a  little  while  to  rest  without  further 
trotible  with  this  same  road,  though  we  are  not  told  its  exact 
location.  On  the  36th  of  May,  1809,  Brtdgewater  held  a  special 
town  meeting  at  the  schoolhouse  in  what  is  now  Bristol  village 
"to  see  what  sum  of  money  the  town  will  raise  to  work  out  on 
the  river  road  this  sunnncr  in  consei|ucnce  of  the  town  t>eing 
iiidiclc<l  and  unlos.s  more  work  is  done  than  what  i.s  as.sest  an 
execution  will  issue  against  said  town."  At  this  meeting  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Daniel  Morse,  Robert  Craige,  and  Daniel 
Brown,  was  elected  to  examine  the  road  and  estimate  how  much 
money  would  be  required  to  repair  the  road,  and  report  at  the 
next  meeting.  The  next  meeting  was  held  July  la,  following, 
and  it  was  then  voted  to  raise  $150  to  work  out  on  the  river 
road  that  summer.  It  this  case  the  town  of  Bridgewater  appears 
to  have  made  an  honest  effort  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the 
court ;  but  the  court  was  not  satisfied  and  imposed  a  fine  of  $215 
on  the  town.  At  a  special  uieeting  called  for  the  purpose  it  was 
"voted  lo  raise  $215  to  satisfy  the  execution  which  the  superior 
court  has  laid  on  the  town  as  a  fine  to  repair  the  river  road," 
This  amount  wiis  assessed  as  a  special  tax  July  2,  1810. 

It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  town  to  be  indicted  in 
tliasedays.  In  1818,  New  Chester  had  three  indictments  against 
it,  and  thought  the  iiidtctnicnLs  so  unjust  that  it  voted  to  stand 
trial  on  nil.  William  W,  Sargent  was  chosen  the  agent  of  the 
town  and  Mr.  Vlctclier  of  Salisbury  was  selected  as  counsel. 
The  court  was  seemingly  very  free  to  grant  an  indictment;  and 
one  year  there  was  an  article  in  the  warrant  for  a  town  meeting 
jii  New  Cliester  to  see  what  method  the  town  conld  take  to  rid 
itseii  of  complaints  to  the  grand  jury. 
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In  scanning  the  action  of  New  Chester  and  Bridgewater  in 
those  years  in  supporting  their  highways,  one  is  impressed  with 
the  fact  that  the  roads  were  a  great  burden  to  the  people  that 
was  borne  generonsly  according  to  the  means  of  the  [Kople.  In 
1793,  when  Bridgewater  paid  its  three  seteclincn  a  combined 
compensation  of  less  Ihnn  two  pounds,  it  raised  sixty  itniinds  (or 
its  highways;  in  1796,  when  twenty  jKiiiiids  wero  snlTicivnt  to 
pay  town  chaises,  it  raised  $3,00  for  its  roads,  and  in  rSoo 
it  raised  $500.  Tlie  amount  of  work  that  this  money  would 
secure  may  be  jiidged  from  the  fact  that  fifty  cents  per  day  was 
the  common  price  for  lafxir.  In  1803,  a  day's  lal>or  brought 
eighty-three  cents  on  the  highway  in  the  summer  months,  and 
only  forty-two  cents  later.  In  1806,  $700  was  raisc<l ;  in  iSoK, 
f6oo;  and  in  iSio,  ;^t,20o;  thus  showing  that  tlie  i^eople  in- 
creased the  appropriation  for  roads  as  fast  as  the  wealth  of  the 
town  permitted. 

In  1805,  New  Chester  voted  not  to  allow  a  turnpike  to  be 
constructed  from  the  lower  end  of  Mayhew  pike  through  the 
town  to  Boscawen  ;  but  three  years  later  a  charter  was  granted  to 
Whittier  Sargent,  Ouesiphorus  Page,  Jacob  Favor,  Isaac  Favor, 
Anthony  Taylor,  Thomas  Favor,  John  Tolford,  Jr.,  and  their 
associates  for  the  New  Chester  and  Danbury  Turnpike  corpora- 
tion, with  nutliority  to  build  a  turnpike  from  Union  bridge  in 
New  Chester  to  the  Grafton  pike  at  or  near  George's  mills  in 
Danbury  ;  and  this  pike  was  built  soon  after. 

THR   MAYHEW  TURNPIKE 

The  charter  for  the  Mayhew  turnpike  was  granted  Dec.  22, 
1803,  to  Moses  Lewis,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Peter  Mayhew, 
William  Tarlton,  Peter  Sleei>er,  Kbenexer  Kclley,  and  Moses 
Kelley.  They  were  authorised  to  build  a  "turnpike  tour  rods 
wide  from  or  near  Peter  Peaslee's  in  New  Chester,  to  the  ciist  side 
of  Newfound  pond  thence  on  to  a  road  leading  from  Plymouth  to 
Coos  in  Rumney."  This  turnpike,  as  constructed,  commenced 
near  the  Peaslee  grave-yard,  south  of  Smith's  river,  and  ex- 
tended to  West  Plymouth,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles.  The 
incorporators  were  authorized  to  establish  as  many  gates  as 
thought  necessary,  and  the  rates  of  toll  for  each  mile  were  as 
follows : 

Every  ten  sheep  or  swine  i  cent 

Every  ten  cattle  or  horses  2  cents 

Every  horse  rode  or  led  2  cents 

Every  sulky,  chaise,  chair,  with  one  horse 

and  two  wheels  2  cents 

Every  chariot,  coach,  stage,  phaeton  or 
chaise,  with  two  horses  and  four 
wheels  4  cents 
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Other    pleasure   carriage   or  carriages  of 

burden  drawn  by  one  horse  1  cent 

Same  by  two  beasts  i  1-2  cents 
For  each  additional  yoke  of  oxeu  or  pair 

of  horses  i  cent 

For  each  sleigh  with  otie  horse  i  1-2  cents 
For  each  sleigh  with  two  horses  3  cents 

For  each  additional  horse  i  cent 

Sled  with  cue  horse  i  cent 

With  two  horses  i  1-2  cents 
For  each  additional  pair  of  horses  or  oxen  i  cent 

It  was  a  condition  of  the  charter  that  the  toll-gates  should 
be  kept  open  when  not  tended,  and  there  was  a  fine  of  three 
times  the  toll  for  turning  aside  to  avoid  payment  of  toll.  There 
were  also  certain  exemptions,  as  those  going  to  and  from  church 
or  a  funeral,  Uiosc  traveling  in  town  where  they  resided,  and 
the  militia,  under  anns,  going  to  or  returning  from  military 
duty.  To  compensate  tlie  corporation  for  the  free  use  of  the 
pike  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  it  was  usual  for  those 
living  along  the  pike  to  work  out  their  highway  taxes  thereon. 
At  the  end  of  each  six  years,  the  company  made  a  report  to  the 
justice  of  the  superior  court,  and  if  the  net  dividends  exceeded 
nine  per  cent.,  the  justice  could  reduce  tlie  rates.  Three  years 
were  given  in  which  to  complete  the  road  and  the  stale  reserved 
tlie  right  lo  take  the  road  at  the  end  of  forty  years  by  paying 
its  cost  and  nine  per  cent,  added. 

Peter  Mayhew  was  the  leading  spirit  in  the  builduig  of  this 
road.  He  was  a  Frenchman  or  a  French  Canadian  and  resided 
in  Rumney.  His  son,  William,  lived  for  a  few  years,  while  the 
road  was  being  built  and  after,  in  a  little  house  on  the  east  side 
of  the  pike  just  south  of  the  present  farmhouse  of  E.  T.  Pike. 
The  turnpike  was  largely  constructed,  and  perhaps  completed 
an<l  oi>cncd  lo  the  pulilic,  in  1805.  It  greatly  facilitated  travel 
fnmi  tlic  norllicni  part  of  tlic  state,  and  increased  business  in 
this  village,  especially  among  the  tavern  keepers. 

Previous  to  the  building  of  the  Mayhew  turnpike,  the  only 
road  from  Bristol  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  on  the  east  shore, 
was  by  way  of  Whitteniore's  point.  This  circuitous  route  was 
avoided  by  cutting  a  straight  road  llirotigh  the  wood.s  from 
where  is  now  the  Bridgewater  post-ofTice  to  the  sclioolhouse 
sontli  of  Ihe  old  Hoyl  lavcm  stand. 

The  only  toll-gate  in  this  village  was  on  North  Main  street, 
two  or  three  rods  south  of  the  present  residence  of  Charles  H. 
Proctor.  The  toll-gate  house  was  a  low  posted,  one  story  struct- 
ure of  four  rooms  that  stood  close  to  the  traveled  highway. 
From  a  post  on  the  west  side  of  Ihe  higliway  swung  a  large  arm 
or  gate  across  the  road  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  house. 
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where  it  was  fastened,  when  not  open  for  travel,  by  a  wooden 
pin  inserted  into  the  corner  post  of  the  house. 

During  the  first  forty  years  of  the  last  century  the  turnpikes 
of  New  Hampshire  aided  materially  in  the  development  of  the 
state,  but  the  exactions  and  burdens  they  iuiix>s<;(l  were  1>orue 
with  ill  grace  by  the  people.  July  2,  1838,  an  act  passed  the 
legislature  authorizing  selectmen  and  the  courts  to  take  the 
franchise  and  other  rights  of  corporations  for  public  highways  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  lands  of  individuals.  This  caused  an 
assault  to  he  made  against  the  turnpikes  all  over  the  state, 

At  the  November  term  of  court  at  Plymouth  in  1839,  a 
petition  was  presented  by  Thomas  Paine  and  others  praying  that 
a  public  highway  he  laid  out  four  rods  wide  from  the  inn  of 
Thomas  Puitie  in  West  Plymouth  to  the  east  mceting-honse  in 
Hill.  A  hearing  on  this  petition  was  given  at  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  at  Plymouth  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  January,  1840, 
and,  the  petition  appearing  reasonable,  Larkin  Baker,  of  West- 
moreland, Charles  Flanders,  of  Plainlield,  and  Hon.  Henry  B. 
Rust,  of  Wolfeboro,  were  named  as  a  committee  to  lay  out  the 
highway  asked  for,  if,  in  their  opinion,  the  public  good  required 
it.  This  committee  met  at  the  inu  of  Thomas  Paine,  Sept.  10, 
1840,  and  gave  a  hearing,  and  at  the  November  term  of  court 
reported  that  in  their  opinion  llic  public  gooii  did  re<|uirc  the  lay- 
ing out  of  the  highway,  and  that  they  liad  laid  out  the  same 
four  rods  wide  "from  the  head  of  the  turnpike  between  the  house 
formerly  occupied  by  Thomas  Paine  and  that  then  occupied  by 
Solomon  Jones  at  the  intersection  of  the  road  leading  from  Ply- 
mouth to  Haverhill,  and  continuing  south  over  the  Mayhew 
turnpike  to  the  southern  terminus  thereof  in  the  town  of  Hill," 

The  damage  to  the  Mayhew  turnpike  corjxiration  was  fixed 
at  $1,600,  and  this  was  apportioned  among  the  several  towns 
interested  ns  follows:  Plymouth,  ;(!34o.7o;  Hebron,  ;f3fiC>..|y; 
Bridgewater,  $337,39 ;  Bristol,  $529,09;  Hill,  $36.43.  Thus 
this  historic  turnpike  that  had  so  materially  aided  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  section,  was  carved  up  and  given  to  the  several 
towns  named  to  be  maintained,  and  the  annoyance  of  the  toll- 
gatherer  ceased. 

The  construction  of  the  Mayhew  turnpike  turned  the  travel 
from  the  road  on  the  west  side  of  New  Chester  mountain,  and 
caused  the  readjustment  of  the  highways  in  this  section  of  the 
town.  In  1808,  Moses  I,ewis  and  others  petitioned  the  town  of 
Bridgewater  to  lay  out  a  road  from  what  is  now  the  south  end 
of  Lake  street  to  the  bridge  on  Pleasant  street.  This  road 
appears  to  have  been  made  about  this  time,  but  not  laid  out  by 
the  town.  New  Chester  continued  the  road  from  the  river  to 
the  town  line  at  South  Alexandria.  Bridgewater  laid  out  this 
piece  of  road  Mar.  12,  1821,  the  description  being  that  it  ex- 
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tended  Iroiii  the  "guide  post  near  Richard  H.  Sawyer's,"  known 
in  late  years  as  the  Andrew  J.  Crockett  residence,  "to  the 
bridfie  near  Robert  Brown's  shop."  On  the  same  date,  the 
eastern  part  of  Pleasant  street  and  Lake  street  to  Willow  were 
laid  out,  described  as  extending  "from  fiartlett's  store  to 
Walter  Sleeper's."  Mr.  Sleeper  lived  at  that  time  in  what  has 
been  known  lor  many  years  as  the  "tannery  house."  This 
road  was  opened  to  travel  as  early  as  1800. 

The  road  from  "Smith's  upper  dam"  on  Smith's  river  past 
the  Vnyor  IfOckc  farmhouse  to  tlie  new  road  from  Bristol  village 
to  South  Alexandria  was  discontinued  in  1810,  and  the  rest 
ol  the  road  on  the  west  side  of  the  mountain  to  Willow  street 
was  used  only  a  few  years  longer.  The  road  where  is  now  Pros- 
pect street,  laid  out  in  1781,  was  voted  Apr,  33,  iSii,  to  be 
discontinued  in  thirteen  months  from  that  date. 

Mar.  8,  1S08,  New  Chester  voted  iu  favor  of  a  road  from 
John  Sniilh's  fulling-mill  to  the  norlliern  end  of  the  turnpike 
bridge  over  Smith's  river. 

On  botli  sides  of  Newfound  river,  where  is  now  Bristol 
village,  was  an  alder  swamp.  The  first  buildings  in  Central 
square  were  built  three  or  four  feet  above  the  level  of  the  street 
in  (rout.  In  1820,  the  town  voted  to  improve  the  approach 
to  the  bridge  by  filling  "the  hollow"  north  of  it;  and  the  job 
was  considered  so  large  tliat  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  let 
the  job  by  vendue.  The  filling  process  has  been  going  on  until 
the  prescul  lime.  In  186S,  or  '69,  when  Albert  Ulake  was  high- 
way surveyor,  he  raised  the  grade  ol  the  road  from  three  to  four 
feel  from  the  bridge  to  Church  street ;  and  in  1900,  when  Cen- 
tral square  was  macadamized,  the  grade  was  raised  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  inches  to  its  present  level. 

Central  street  was  not  laid  out  as  a  highway  till  May  27, 
1824,  when  Central  bridge  was  being  constructed.  At  a  town 
meeting  held  Apr.  19,  1824,  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to 
make  a  return  of  this  road  as  laid  out  by  them  on  condition  that 
ttie  Lind  could  l>c  had  free  of  cximnse  to  the  town.  Thi.s  was 
tlic  earliest  road  or  "path"  to  branch  from  the  main  road  in 
New  Chester,  being  opened  in  1767,  when  the  first  grist-mill 
was  erected  where  is  now  the  Train-Sniiih  Company's  pulp- 
mill.  At  first  this  path  was  evidently  close  to  the  stream,  and 
so  continued  till  the  erection  of  buildings  on  the  bank  crowded 
the  "path"  farther  to  the  north.  Apr,  16,  1817,  F,  J,  Tay  sold 
to  Robert  Smith  a  blacksmith  shop  standing  "iu  the  old  high- 
way, near  Turnpike  bridge  over  Newfound  river  which  I  lately 
erected,'"  Other  facts  could  be  mentioned  to  substantiate  this 
point. 

In   1835,   Robert  Morse,   who  owued  the  stage  line  from 

*  First  buililiug  irliere  la  now  the  Abet  block. 
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Haverhill  to  Concord,  desired  a  new  road  from  Bristol  vil- 
lage to  Smith's  river,  to  avoid  the  hills  between  these  two 
points.  The  rotite  desired  was  from  the  Prescott  tavern  ou 
South  Main  street,  down  the  south  bank  of  Newfound  river 
to  the  Peniigewasset ;  thence  very  nearly  as  the  railroad  now 
runs  to  Smith's  river;  there  again  uniting  with  the  turnpike. 
The  town  would  not  consent  to  the  laying  out  of  the  road  on 
account  of  the  great  exi>euse  involved,  and  the  (act  that  it 
would  simply  parallel  the  turnpike;  and  Mr.  Morse  petitioned  the 
court  to  lay  out  the  road.  The  court  appointed  a  committee  to 
view  the  route,  and  lay  out  the  road  if  it  was  thought  that  the 
public  good  demanded  it.  A  special  town  meeting  was,  there- 
fore, held  Aug.  17,  1836,  at  which  it  was  voled  "  tliat  if  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  court  lay  out  sai<l  road  to  choose 
an  agent  to  select  twelve  men  to  examine  the  ronte  and 
estimate  the  probable  cost,  take  their  depositions  and  go  to 
court  and  oppose  the  laying  out  of  the  road."  Robert  Smith 
was  chosen  the  agent. 

The  committee  laid  out  the  road  practically  as  petitioned 
for,  and  another  special  town  meeting  was  held  June  3,  1837. 
At  this  time,  the  agent  was  authorii'.ed  to  carry  the  case  to  the 
superior  court  of  judicature.  This  was  done,  and  the  case  came 
up  for  n  hearing  nl  llie  July  term,  1837.  and  was  transferred  to 
the  December  term  of  Merrimack  county.  This  court  appointed 
a  committee  consisting  of  Salma  Hale,  Larkin  Baker,  and  Joseph 
Lowe,  Esqrs.,  "  to  view  the  route  laid  out  by  the  first  com- 
mittee and  all  and  every  proposed  substitute  routes."  They 
attended  to  their  duties  Apr.  21,  1838,  and  recommended  "a 
substitute  for  the  road  laid  by  the  fonner  committee,  that  the 
new  road  commence  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mayhew  turnpike 
about  fifteen  rods  north  of  the  dwelling-house  of  Jonathan 
Merrill,  and  pas.sing  soulh  till  it  intersects  the  road  laid  out  by 
the  former  committee;  thence  to  Smith's  river,"  on  the  route 
laid  out  by  the  former  committee,  there  uniting  again  with  the 
turnpike.  Mr.  Merrill  lived  at  that  time  about  a  mile  south  of 
Central  square. 

The  land  damage  was  appraised  at  $225.  The  town  voted 
to  lay  ont  the  road  as  recommended  by  the  second  committee. 
This  was  done  and  the  road  was  eonstrnclcd  in  i«38,  the  work 
being  divided  into  twenty  sections  and  auctioneered  out.  It  was 
opened  to  the  public  May  i,  1S39.  We  are  not  informed  as  to  its 
cost,  but  whatever  it  was  it  was  paid  for  out  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue. The  road  did  not  prove  as  satisfactory  as  was  expected.  It 
was  very  sandy,  and  at  very  high  water  of  the  Pemigewasset  a 
portion  of  it  was  overflowed,  and  the  turnpike  had  to  be  used. 
The  road  was  discontinued  in  1859. 

While  these  things  were  taking  place,  the  town  had  trouble 
with  its  roads  iu  other  directions.     The  court  had  again  indicted 
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Uic  river  rond,  and  Mar.  14,  18^17,  Robert  Smith  was  clioseii  an 
agent  to  go  to  court  to  get  the  indictment  removed. 

Aug.  3,  1836,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  the  turnpike  down 
the  south  side  of  Newfound  river,  starting  from  Prescott's 
tavern,  to  the  factory  then  being  erected,  now  the  pulp-mill  of 
the  Mason-Perkins  Paper  company  near  tlie  depot. 

June  10,  1839,  Merrimack  street  was  laid  out  from  Central 
street  to  a  point  about  where  Charles  P.  George  now  resides. 
This  street  was  extended  to  Summer  street  in  1843,  was  straight- 
ened and  widened  in  1865,  and  again  straighlcncd  Jnlyai,  1869, 
It  was  laid  out  two  and  one-liall  rods  wide. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  Oct.  30,  1841,  the  town  voted  to 
rebuild,  during  the  following  year,  tlie  Central  square  bridge 
twenty-four  feet  wide,  with  good  plank. 

Oct.  30,  1841,  the  road  to  the  "clay  pit,"  or  brick-yard,  at 
Profile  Falls,  from  the  old  road  over  New  Chester  mountain, 
was  discontinued,  and  a  new  road  was  laid  out  from  the  "clay 
pit"  east  to  the  turnpike.  The  last  named  road  was  discon- 
tinued May  1,  1878. 

May  3,  1848,  the  railroad  commissioners  laid  out  the  road 
over  the  falls  of  Newfound  river,  from  Central  street  to  the 
contemplated  depot,  the  town  giving  the  right  of  way,  and 
agreeing  to  maintain  the  road  alter  it  was  constructed.  The 
starting  point  of  tlie  survey  was  in  Central  square  at  "a  butter- 
nut tree  twenty-four  and  onc-hnlf  feet"  (rom  tlie  corner  of  Knicr- 
son's  MiK-k  "on  line  ol  OentrnI  stiecl."  The  l-'ranklin  and 
Itrislol  niilroad  corjHiration  paid  jta.ooo  for  the  con.slruction  of 
this  road. 

Union  street  was  laid  out  in  1850,  but  had  been  open  for 
travel,  and  been  known  for  many  years  as  the  "lane." 

Spring  street  was  opened  previous  to  1820,  from  Central 
square  to  where  Nathaniel  S.  Berry  lived,  now  the  residence  of 
Clarence  N.  Merrill.  It  was  laid  out  as  a  highway  two  rods 
wide,  from  Central  square  to  Merrimack  street,  Sept.  7,  1851. 

In  1853,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  the  Inrnpikc  to  Jixscpli 
Kollin.s's  saw-nitti,  near  where  i.s  now  llic  lUeclric  Light  com- 
pany's power-house.  This  road  was  discontinued  in  1868,  and 
reopened  in  1892. 

In  March,  1856,  the  town  voted  to  discontinue  the  road 
in  the  Locke  neighborhood  running  through  lands  of  Levi 
Locke  and  Daniel  Smith  to  that  of  Abrani  DoUoff. 

Apr.  9,  1857,  Iteccli  street  was  laid  out  from  South  Main 
to  the  residence  of  David  P.  Prescott ;  was  extended  farther 
west  May  3,  1873 ;  and  was  cxlL'nded  "to  the  stone  wall,"  Nov. 
2,  1885,  forty-four  feet  wide. 

Dec.  3,  i860.  School  street  was  laid  out  from  Summer  to  the 
present  residence  of  Hon.  L.  W.  Fling;  was  extended  to  the 
base  of  Sugar  hill,  and  Cedar  street  was  laid  out  from  School 
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street  to  the   residence  of  Green   L.  Tilton  on  North  Main, 
Aug.  6,  1870. 

Previous  to  1862,  all  the  travel  between  Bristol  and  Hebron 
village  was,  of  necessity,  by  way  of  Bridgcwater,  on  the  cast 
side  of  Newfound  lake,  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  [tassiiig  over  a 
very  steep  hill  at  the  head  of  the  lake.  Hon.  N.  S,  Herry, 
who,  since  1840,  had  residi;<l  in  Hebron,  had  advwaled  for  siiuie 
years  the  construction  of  a  road  between  Hebron  and  Bristol  on 
the  west  side  of  the  lake.  This  route  was  shorter  by  two  miles, 
and  was  less  hilly,  but  public  sentiment  was  opposed  to  its 
construction  on  account  of  the  great  expense  involved.  Apr. 
10,  1857,  Mr.  Berry  and  others  filed  a  petition  with  the  coHrt  for 
the  laying  out  of  a  road  from  a  stake  and  stones  "  a  little  south 
of  the  schoolhonse  in  Ulani  Ross's  school  district  on  the  we.sl 
side  of  the  lake  to  a  stake  and  stones  in  the  highway  lead- 
ing from  Alexandria  to  Bristol  village,"  at  the  comer  of  Lake 
and  Union  streets.  This  petition  was  referred  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  Grafton  county  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
ground,  of  hearing  all  parties  interested,  and  of  laying  out  the 
highway,  if,  in  their  opinion,  the  public  good  required  it. 
Oscar  P.  Fowler,  one  of  the  commissioners,  was  disqualified 
from  acting,  on  account  of  being  a  resident  of  Bristol,  and  John 
Safgent  of  Littleton  was  npi>oinlcd  in  his  place.  A  liearing  was 
held  at  the  house  of  William  Clement,  in  Hebron,  Aug.  24, 
1857 ;  and  the  road  was  laid  out  Sept.  3,  1857.  The  commis- 
sioners made  their  report  at  the  following  term  of  court  in 
November  of  that  year,  stating  that  the  public  good  required 
the  construction  of  the  road,  and  that  they  had  laid  out  the 
road  as  asked  for,  and  awarded  land  damages  in  Bristol  to  the 
amount  of  $879.50 ;  iu  Alexandria,  to  the  amount  of  forty  cents, 
and  iu  Hebron,  to  the  nniount  of  fc)3.  The  cost  of  cnnstrnction 
wns  estimated  al  $5,411),  lK;si<les  damages,  a  total  of  $6,3<)o.yo. 
The  cost  of  construction  was  apportioned  as  follows :  To  Hebron, 
$600;  to  Alexandria,  $2,860;  to  Bristol,  $1,959.  O"  account 
of  the  large  expense  to  Alexandria  and  smalt  benefit,  and  the 
large  benefit  to  Groton,  the  commissioners  assessed  Groton  $500 
and  relieved  the  town  of  Alexandria  to  that  amount.  This  report 
was  signed  by  D.  C.  Churchill,  John  Sargent,  and  Joseph  Parker, 
The  road  as  laid  out  was  four  rods  wide,  except  such  part  as  was 
laid  out  over  the  highway  then  traveled,  where  it  was  three 
rods  wide.  This  report  was  recommitted  to  give  certain  parties 
a  rehearing  on  the  question  of  land  damages,  and  a  final  report 
was  made  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  May,  1858,  making  a  slight 
change  in  the  award.  The  building  of  the  road  was  a  hardship 
to  Alexandria,  and  was  earnestly  opposed  by  that  town ;  but  its 
great  benefit  to  the  public  at  large  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  its 
construction.  That  portion  between  the  lake  and  Sugar  Loaf 
mountain  was  exceptionally  hard  and  costly  to  construct.     The 
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])recii»iloHs  side  ol  Sii^ar  l,oaf  ami  lite  very  deep  water  at 
its  base  made  it  necessary  to  blast  off  large  quantities  of  tUe 
overhanging  ledges.  Large  iron  pins  were  inserted  in  the 
ledges  beneath  the  water,  and  above  these  pins  logs  were  placed 
on  which  the  road  was  built.  The  ledges  at  this  point  are 
objects  ol  interest  to  sightseers  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 
While  witnessing  the  blasting  of  the  ledges,  a  spectator,  San- 
bom  Gale,  lost  his  life  by  behig  struck  by  a  flying  piece  of  rock. 

Nov.  3,  1858,  the  selectmen  laid  out  that  part  of  Lake 
street  from  Union  to  the  bridge  near  tlic  mill  of  the  Dodge-Davis 
Manufacturing  company,  over  the  same  route  laid  out  by  the 
commissioners.  The  old  road  from  Union  to  Willow  street, 
west  of  the  new  road,  was  discontinued  the  next  year.  In  i860, 
Bristol  raised  $500  to  construct  the  road  to  North  Bristol,  and, 
in  1861,  $Soo  to  build  the  rest  of  the  way.  Alexandria  cou- 
.strncted  its  part  along  the  base  of  Sugar  Loaf  in  1862,  and  the 
road  was  openc<I  to  travel  soon  alter. 

After  the  construction  of  the  dam  at  the  outlet  of  the  lake 
in  i8.|S,  the  road  on  the  west  side  ol  the  lake  near  the  south 
pari  wiis,  whenever  the  water  in  the  lake  was  high,  overflowed 
and  rendered  impassable.  This  matter  caused  some  Iriction 
between  the  town  and  the  Winnepesaukee  Lake  Cotton  and 
Woolen  Manufacturing  company,  and  came  up  for  action  at  a 
town  meeting  Mar.  8,  1864.  It  was  then  voted  to  instruct  the 
selectmen  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  grand  jury.  Another 
moetiug  was  held  Aug.  1 1 ,  when  James  T,  Sanborn,  George  W. 
Dow.  and  Joseph  Kidder  were  elected  agents  oJ  the  town  to 
confer  with  this  company.  They  were  instructed  to  relinquish 
all  claims  of  the  town  ngaiust  the  company,  provided  the  com- 
pany would  raise  the  grade  of  the  road.  This  was  agreed  to. 
The  selectmen  laid  out  another  road  on  higher  ground  on  the 
west  side  of  the  lake,  and  the  new  road  was  built.  November 
14,  1865,  the  committee  reported  that  the  new  road  had  been 
built  in  a  thorough  manner,  costing  $1,043,  ^^  which  the  Lake 
company  had  paid  three-fonrlhs;  audit  was  reconnnended  that 
the  town  relinquish  all  claims  for  flowagc.  This  report  was 
accepted. 

Mar,  14,  1865,  Pleasant  street  was  straightened.  As  origi- 
nally laid  out,  the  road  crossed  the  river  about  forty  feet  below 
the  present  bridge,  made  a  bend  to  the  north,  and  then  to  the 
south,  between  the  river  and  the  cemetery. 

Oct.  14,  1865,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  the  house  of  I'.  II. 
llartlett,  on  Smith's  river,  lo  laud  of  I.  K.  George. 

Sept.  10,  1 866,  Chandler  street  was  laid  out  from  Lake 
street  lo  the  residence  of  M.  G.  Chandler.  It  was  reloid  Oct.  i, 
1900. 

Sept.  10,  1866,  Winter  street  was  laid  out  from  School  to 
near  the  residence  of  T.  E-  Osgood. 
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Mar.  12,  1866,  a  road  was  laid  out  over  Pern igewasset  bridge. 

May  29,  1869,  Spruce  street,  from  Summer  to  the  eastern 
end  of  Winter,  was  laid  out. 

Nov.  27,  1869,  Prospect  street  was  laid  out  to  a  |)oiiit 
eighteen  rods  from  High;  Dec.  17,  1870,  extended  (ilty-two 
rods ;  Nov.  7,  1898,  it  was  extended  lliirly-one  rods  and  iiiiietoen 
links,  three  rod.s  wide. 

March,  1870,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  the  Nelson  road 
to  the  site  of  J.  H.  Bean's  house,  destroyed  by  fire,  where  A.  G. 
Robie  now  resides. 

June  15,  1872,  Second  street  was  laid  out  from  lieech  to 
Prospect. 

June  15,  1872,  Church  street,  from  South  Main  to  .Secoud, 
was  laid  out. 

Sept.  10,  1S72,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  the  Nebou  road 
to  a  cider-mill  that  George  A.  Robie  had  in  operation  on  Dan- 
forth's  brook. 

Nov.  22,  187a,  the  northern  part  of  Crescent  street  was  laid 
out  from  Lake  to  Simeon  H.  Cross's,  thirty-two  feet  wide;  Nov. 
3,  1887,  it  was  extended  to  the  house  of  Etta  Simonds ;  Dec.  13, 
1895,  it  was  again  extender),  to  the  Alexandria  road  near  the 
residence  of  David  P.  Hoyt;  extensions,  thirty-eight  feet  wide. 

May  3,  1873,  Third  street  was  laid  out  fnmi  Heicli  to 
Prospect. 

Oct.  28,  1873,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  School  street  to  the 
schoolhouse  grounds. 

Sept.  28,  1874,  a  road  jvas  laid  out  from  the  turnpike  to 
Thomas  H,  Wicom's  and  Samuel  Ililaiids's. 

July  I,  1876,  Walnut  street,  from  Second  to  Third,  was  laid 
out. 

Nov.  27,  1876,  a  road  was  laid  out  from  Summer  street 
to  the  house  of  Charles  M.  Musgrove,  ea.stol  Sugar  hill. 

July  21,  t877,aroad  waslaidoutfrom  Ihedwdling-hotise  of 
Levi  N.  Heath,  thirteen  rods  over  Mr.  Heath's  land. 

May  I,  1878,  the  old  road  over  New  Chester  mountain  was 
discontinued  from  the  Slcejicr  burying-gronud  to  the  road  on 
the  north  bank  of  Smith's  river. 

For  many  years  previous  to  1882,  the  Mayhew  turnpike 
between  where  David  M.  Chase  now  lives  and  North  Bristol  had 
been  used  so  little  that  an  article  was  inserted  in  the  warrant  for 
the  annual  town  meeting  of  that  year  to  see  if  the  town  would 
vote  to  discontinue  it.  The  town  voted,  wisely,  not  to  discon- 
tinue. Several  dwellings  have  since  been  erected  there,  and 
this  road  is  now  much  used. 

Sept.  29,  1885,  Hillside  avenue  was  laid  out  from  Lake 
street  to  the  residence  of  George  Scott  Tilton;  Oct.  27,  1885,  ex- 
tended six  rods  to  land  of  Roswell  Blake ;  May  9,  1896,  extend- 
ed to  the  old  turnpike,  now  North  Main  street. 
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Sept.  16,  18S9,  Mayliew  street  was  laid  out  from  North 
Main  to  School. 

Oct.  9,  1894,  a  street  was  laid  out  from  the  dwelling  of  S.  H. 
Cross  north  to  tlie  house  of  Fred  J.  Ballou. 

Nov.  9,  1897,  Green  street,  from  Chandler  sou tli  to  Hillside 
avenue,  was  laid  out.  This  street  is  two  rods  wide  from  the 
starting  point  to  the  southeast  comer  of  land  of  Alvin  Goodhue, 
thence  two  rods,  four  feet. 

June  4.  1898,  the  county  commissioners  laid  out  a  road,  two 
rods  wide,  from  Hifih  street  west,  Ijctwccn  the  dwellings  of  K. 
H.  Itriggs  and  G.  W.  Sumner. 

Nov.  30,  1900,  a  short  street  was  laid  out  from  the  easterly 
side  of  Green  street  about  twenty  rods  in  an  easterly  direction 
to  residence  of  J.  W.  Tewksbury. 

On  the  9lh  of  October,  1883,  an  exhibition  of  the  work  of 
the  road  machine  was  made  on  I^ake  .street.  In  the  call  for  the 
m-xl  uniiiial  town  mccliiiK  nn  article  wiLs  inserlc<l  "To  see  i(  the 
town  will  vole  to  buy  a  road  machine."  Tlie  town  votcil  to  pass 
the  article  without  action;  but,  in  1887,  the  selectmen  purchased, 
without  instructions,  a  machine  at  a  cost  of  $^50,  and  the  good 
work  it  did  proved  the  wisdom  of  the  purchase. 

In  1892,  the  town  voted  to  make  a  complete  survey  of  the 
village  for  sewers ;  and  this  was  done  in  1895. 

The  large  amount  of  heavy  teaming  on  Lake  street  and  the 
eastern  part  of  Pleasant  street,  made  it  imperative  that  a  road 
should  Ik;  constructed  K-ller  than  could  l>e  made  in  the  ordinary 
way.  Alter  a  lew  years'  discussion  ol  the  comparative  value 
and  cost  of  concrete  and  macadam,  public  opinion  selected  the 
latter;  and,  in  1892,  the  town  voted  to  buy  a  stone  crusher. 
Here  the  matter  rested  till  1898,  when  the  town  purchased  a 
stone  crusher  and  steam  roller  at  a  cost  of  $4,794,  and  adopted 
Chapter  78  of  the  General  Statutes  ol  1897.  That  season  the 
eastern  part  of  Pleasant  street  was  macadamized  at  an  expen.se 
of  $1,066,  taken  from  the  regular  appropriation  for  highways. 
In  iSi^ij,  $2,cx>o  was  voted  lor  macarlam  roads,  and  the  work  was 
extended  on  Lake  .street  to  near  Union,  at  a  cost  ol  $2,355. 
The  sentiment  of  the  town  appeared  at  that  time  to  be  to  appro- 
])riate  aliout  this  amount  each  year  till  the  work  wa.s  completed  ; 
but  at  the  next  annual  town  meeting,  it  was  voted,  on  motion  of 
Capt.  W.  A.  Bicklord,  to  raise  $21,000  on  the  bonds  of  the  town 
to  complete  the  work.  After  adjournment,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  vole  did  not  conform  to  the  law  in  all  rcsjiects,  and 
a  special  town  meeting  was  held  Apr.  10,  1900,  at  which  time 
tin.'  following  vt>le  was  pas.sed  by  ballot  as  the  law  retjuired  : 

Voted,  tliat  the  town  raise  f  15,000  to  build  mncadaiu  road  and  ueces- 
eary  sewers  connected  witli  tame,  and  to  raise  lionda  therefor  under  the 
act  Icuown  aa  the  nmnicipnl  bond  act  of  1895,  said  liouds  to  draw  three 
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per  cent,  and  not  taxable  if  held  in  Bristol,  N.  H.,  all  to  be  payable  with- 
in Beventeen  years  from  the  time  of  issue  of  tbe  bonds  first  issui^l  in  evi- 
dence of  said  debt,  and  that  there  be  $1,200  raised  each  year  for  interest 
and  sinking  fund  to  meet  the  bonds. 

The  whole  number  of  names  on  the  cliecklist  at  that  time 
was  five  luindred  and  twenty-six ;  the  whole  nnniher  of  votes 
cast,  two  hundred  and  ninety-one ;  necessary  to  carry,  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-one  voted 
"yes,"  and  twenty  voted  "no,"  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Under  this  vote  the  macadam  road  was  extended  to  the 
bridge  on  Lake  street  near  the  woolen-mill ;  and  nearly  all  of 
Central  square  and  a  portion  ol  Central  street  were  covered.  In 
all  of  this  territory,  substantial  sewers  were  laid,  supposed  to  be 
ample  for  all  requirements  lor  many  years.  To  do  this  work, 
$14,871  ol  the  $15,000  was  expended. 

The  work  of  1898  was  done  under  the  supervision  of  Road 
Agents  S.  H.  Cross,  Nathan  P.  Smith,  and  Henry  A.  Welch; 
that  in  1899  and  1900,  by  Road  Agent  G.  I,.  Tilton.  S.  A. 
Howard,  of  New  Hampton,  who  laid  most  ol  the  concrete  in 
town,  had  the  immediate  charge  of  the  work. 

In  1898,  a  bicycle  path  was  constructed  from  Central  square 
to  the  paper  mills. 

In  1900,  the  town  laid  out  $200  for  sprinkling  its  streets,  and 
lias  since  continued  appropriations  for  this  purpose  each  year. 

Previous  to  1S60,  the  town  had  given  no  attention  to  its 
sidewalks.  A  rude  sidewalk  was  maintained  in  most  of  the 
streets  by  the  abutters.  In  1873,  the  highway  agents  were 
instructed  to  maintain  suitable  sidewalks  in  the  principal  part  of 
the  village.  As  late  as  1880,  not  a.  sidewalk  was  broken  out  Ju 
winter  by  the  town  authorities,  and  all  pedestrians  traveled  in 
the  middle  of  the  highway,  even  in  season  ol  deep  snows. 

The  first  concrete  sidewalk  laid  in  town  was  put  down  by 
Albert  Blake  in  front  of  his  residence,  at  the  corner  of  South 
Main  and  Church  streets.  About  1877,  the  selectmen  com- 
menced to  lay  concrete  sidewalks  at  the  expense  of  the  town, 
and  this  has  been  continued  from  time  to  time.  All  the  princi- 
pal streets  in  the  village  now  have  a  concrete  walk  on  one  or  both 
sides.  The  largest  amount  paid  out  lor  concrete  in  one  year 
was  in  1889,  when  $1,550  was  expended;  in  1892,  an  additional 
amount  of  $1 ,464  was  laid  out. 

Until  recent  years,  the  town  was  divided  into  highway  dis- 
tricts, and  a  highway  surveyor  was  elected  for  each.  Kach  of 
these  surveyors  was  given  a  book  containing  the  highway  taxes 
ol  his  district,  and  every  tax-payer  was  expected  to  pay  his  high- 
way tax  in  labor.  The  number  of  districts,  and  consequently  the 
number  ol  surveyors,  varied  from  time  to  time.  Bristol  started, 
in  1820,  with  thirteen  districts;  in  1823,  there  were  fifteen;  in 
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1838,  seventeen,  and  in  i860,  twenty.  The  last  election  o(  high- 
way surveyors  was  in  1869,  when  ten  were  elected.  Subse- 
quently, tlie  selectmen  appointed  the  surveyors.  Those  who 
did  not  pay  their  highway  taxes  in  work  were  required  to  pay  in 
money,  and  with  this  the  surveyors  hired  laborers  to  do  the 
work.  So  much  better  results  were  obtained  from  men  working 
for  money  than  from  those  simply  working  to  pay  their  taxes 
that  frequently  the  town  voted  to  make  a  discount  on  highway 
taxes  paid  in  this  way.  In  1848,  it  voted  a  discount  of  twenty- 
five  cents  on  the  dollar  for  all  highway  taxes  paid  before  June  1, 
This  discount  was  continued  for  some  years.  At  that  time, 
workmen  on  the  highways  were  allowed  only  ten  cents  per  hour. 
In  1848,  it  was  also  voted  to  allow  ten  cents  per  hour  for  a  yoke 
oi  oxen  ;  the  same  for  a  cart  and  wheels,  a  plow,  and  a  scraper. 
In  1S60,  the  di.scount  made  for  cash  was  seventeen  cents  on  the 
dollar.  Since  llicn,  the  discount  when  made  has  been  from  five 
to  ten  per  cent. 

Gradually,  the  selectmen  a.ssiuned  charge  of  the  highways, 
and  apiK)intcd  men  in  various  parts  of  the  town  to  act  in  case  of 
emergency,  like  the  wasliing  of  the  roads  by  a  freshet  or  a  sudden 
shower,  or  the  blocking  of  the  roads  by  suow ;  and  the  highway 
taxes  were  collected  as  a  money  tax  as  now.  Under  this  system 
all  who  desired  to  work  out  llieir  taxes  were  given  the  privi- 
lege. This  system  prevailed  in  Bristol  till  1893,  when  the  law 
compelled  ihc  olcclion  of  road  agents,  and  since  then  the  roads 
have  been  under  the  care  of  one  or  more  highway  agents.  The 
prevailing  price  of  labor  on  the  highways  in  recent  years  has 
been  $1.25  per  day,  though  some  years  it  has  been  $1.50. 
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POST-ROUTES  AND  POST-RIDERS,  MAILS  AND  POST- 
MASTERS 

Prom  the  road  with  sudden  sweep 
Tbu  Mail  <lrove  np  tlie  little  stivp, 
Aiiil  stoi>j».il  l«.-si(lt;  the  tuverii  door. 

— Lonsfellouf. 

Previotis  to  the  Revolutionary  war  there  was  no  regtilnr 
mode  of  conveying  the  mails  in  any  portion  of  New  Hampshire, 
A  post-office  had  been  established  at  Portsmotith  at  some  date 
previous  to  the  war  and  Kleazer  Russell  was  the  first  post- 
master. The  Fourth  Provincial  Congress,  which  met  at  Exeter 
May  17,  1775.  "eHlahliHhcd  "  or  continued  an  office  there  auil 
made  .Sainncl  IVuiuillow  jxwlinaslcr.  The  iMislinask-r  iiud  iho 
uieuil}ers  o(  the  Provincial  Congress  from  Portsmouth  were 
made  a  committee  to  secnre  post-riders,  and  they  evidently  at 
once  established  a  route  between  Portsmouth  and  Exeter,  for  oit 
the  twenty-sixth  of  that  same  month  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
Massachusetts  voted  that  the  post-rider  from  Cambridge  to 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  should  extend  his  route  to  Exeter  "  to  meet 
the  post-rider  from  Portsmouth,  a  post-office  having  lH.>cn  estab- 
lished at  Exeter." 

Letters  received  at  these  offices  destined  tor  the  Interior  of 
the  state  remained  there  till  called  for  or  a  clinncc  opportunity 
offered  to  forward  them  to  their  destination.  It  was  tiot  till 
1781  that  a  post-rider  penetrated  the  interior  of  the  state.  On 
the  twenty-seventh  of  July  of  this  year  the  Committee  of  Safety 
at  Exeter  employed  John  Balch  of  Keene  to  ride  post  for  three 
months.  He  was  to  start  on  a  Saturday  morning  from  Ports- 
month  and  to  ride  to  Haverhill  via  Conci>rd,  New  ClK-sler,  and 
Plymouth  and  thence  down  the  Coimecticnt  river  to  Cliarlestown, 
thence  to  Keene  and  back  to  Portsmouth,  He  was  to  make  this 
trip  once  in  two  weeks  and  to  receive  for  his  services  seventy 
hard  dollars.  This  summer  arrangement  was  probably  con- 
tinned  till  1785. 

At  the  fall  session  of  the  legislature  at  Concord  in  17S5, 
a  joint  committee  of  the  two  houses  was  appointed,  for  the 
purpose  of  "reporting  a  plan  to  employ  a  person  to  ride  post 
through  the  state."     The  result  was  the  passage  at  that  s 
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o[  an  net  lo  cslnblisli  Iwo  iKMsl-rotites.  One  was  from  I'orts- 
iiioiitli  tliroiiglt  Kxetcr,  NoUingliani,  Concord,  New  Cliester,  and 
I'ljniontli,  to  Haverhill,  tlience  down  the  Coiuicclicut  river  to 
Charlestowii,  Keene,  Amherst,  and  Exeter,  back  to  Portsmouth. 
The  other  was  from  Portsmouth  through  Dover  to  Wakefield, 
Taniwortli,  around  Lake  Wiiinepesaukee  through  Gilmanton, 
Barnstead,  Barriiigtoii,  Dover,  back  to  Portsmouth.  His  excel- 
lency, the  president  of  New  Hampshire,  was  authorized  to 
npi>oint  post-riders  and  postmasters,  lo  pay  them  for  their 
services,  and,  (loni  time  lo  lime,  to  fix  the  rale  of  [xwlagc. 

On  the  third  of  the  following  March,  probably  before  the 
above  named  routes  were  put  into  operation,  another  joint  com- 
mittee was  chosen  to  see  what  changes  were  necessary ;  and  the 
result  was,  a  report  that  these  routes  were  insufficient  to  accom- 
modate the  public ;  the  act  authorizing  their  establishment  was 
rcjwaled  and  four  routes  were  e-stalilished  in  their  stead.  Tliis 
acl  i^ave  llie  |>rcsiilent  of  llie  stale  i>ower  to  appoint  a  postmasler- 
)^cncral,  lo  direct  him  where  to  establish  post-offices,  to  appoint 
IMislinaslers,  to  L-niploy  or  direct  the  jHistm aster- general,  to 
employ  a  suitable  number  of  post  riders,  to  fix  the  rate  of 
postage,  "so  that  newspapers,  letters  and  mails  may  be  trans- 
ported in  the  most  easy,  safe  and  expeditious  manner,  to  the 
various  parts  of  the  state,  tlirough  the  several  towns  following, 
viz." : 

One  |MMt  til  li-iitv  ri>rlHiiii>iilti  on  Moiiiliiy  nnil  iiriM^cit!  ItimiiKh 
i:\i-UT,  NiiliitiKliiiiii,  Cciiivoril,  mill  I'lyiiimith  to  IluvL-rliill,  Orfunl  niiil 
lliiiun'LT.  iitiil  rri)iii  tlieiicc  lo  rclurii  lliroiiKh  IloRcnwcii,  Nortlifiuld  and 
CiiHlfriitiry  lo  I{|>hoii),  tliviicc  to  Ncwiiiiirkut  mid  l\)Tti)iiioulh. 

Aiiollier  post  to  art  out  from  I'orlstuoutli  ou  'i'bursilay,  the  next 
wet^k,  Qitd  pTocenl  throuKli  Exeter,  Kiiigstoa,  Chester,  Londonderry  aud 
Litchfield  to  AiiiUerat,  and  to  return  through  Dunstable,  Salem,  Plaistow 
Bud  Kingstou  to  Portsmouth.  The  above  two  posts  to  ride  one  week  to 
Hauover,  and  the  next  week  to  AmhcrBt,  alternately. 

Auother  post  to  receive  the  mail  at  Amherst  and  proceed  tlirough 
Kcene  to  Ch.irlestown  and  return  through  HiUsboro  to  Aniliurat. 

Ami  iiiiotlier  niiiil  to  set  nut  weekly  on  Moiiiliiy  from  rorlsiiiouth, 
mid  iinici'cd  tlirough  Ktrnlhiiiii,  Newiiiurkel,  Ditrhiiiu,  Dover,  Rochester, 
\V:ikcriel<1  and  (JsHipee  to  Couwny,  and  return  lliroU|r|i  Tuitiworlli,  Moul- 
loiil)oro,  MerediUi,  Giluiniilun,  Iturnnlead  and  It:irrington  to  I'urliiniouth. 

At  the  June  session  of  1786,  the  act  authorizing  the  alwve 
named  routes  was  repealed  and  a  resolve  passed  reestablishing 
two  roiilcs.  One  post  was  to  "leave  PorLsmonth  on  Monday, 
and  proceed  through  Kxeter,  Nottiiighaui,  Concord,  and  Ply- 
mouth, lo  Haverhill ;  tlieuce  down  the  river  lo  Charlestowu ; 
thence  tlirough  Keene,  Amherst,  Merrimack,  Londonderry, 
Chester,  and  Exeter  to  Portsmouth."  This  lour  was  to  be 
performed  once  every  fortiiiglit. 

Another  post  was  to  "set  off  everj-  other  Monday  from 
Portsmouth,  and  thence  proceed  through  Newmarket,  Durham. 
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Dover,  Rochester,  Wakefield,  Ossipee  Gore,  and  Tamworth,  to 
Moultonboro;  tlietice  through  Meredith,  Gilmantoii,  Bariistead, 
Barrington,  and  Dover,  to  Portismouth."  Samuel  Dearborn  was 
appointed  post-rider  for  the  northern  route,  hut  was  succeeded 
in  September  following  by  Nahani  Ackerniau. 

At  the  January  session  of  the  legislature  in  1791,  four 
routes  were  again  established.  Two  routes  started  from  Ports- 
mouth and  two  from  Concord.  The  northern  route,  so  called, 
from  Concord,  was  through  Boscawen,  Salisbury,  Andover, 
New  Chester,  Plymouth,  Haverhill,  Piermont,  Orford,  I^yme, 
Hanover,  I^ebaiion,  Enfield,  Canaan,  Grafton,  Alexandria,  and 
Salisbury,  to  Concord.  Naham  Ackerman  was  post-rider  of 
this  route. 

The  post-riders  were  to  receive  as  compensation,  on  all 
private  letters,  six  pence  for  every  forty  miles,  and  four  pence 
for  any  number  of  miles  less  than  forty ;  on  packages,  according 
to  weight.  State  documents  were  to  be  carried  free.  The 
post-riders  were  to  make  one  trip  each  week  for  six  months 
commencing  with  the  first  day  of  April,  and  one  trip  each  two 
weeks  for  six  months  commencing  with  the  first  day  of  October. 
They  were  to  alternate  in  the  direction  traveled. 

This  act  provided  for  the  appointment  of  ten  postmasters :  At 
Portsmouth,  Kxetcr,  Concord,  Amherst,  Dover,  Kceiie,  Charles- 
town,  Hanover,  Haverhill,  and  Plymouth.  The  postmasters 
were  to  receive  as  compensation  two  pence  on  each  private 
letter  or  package.  Both  post-riders  and  postmasters  gave  bonds 
to  the  state  treasurer  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties, 
and  both  were  to  present  their  accounts  yearly  to  the  General 
Court,  which  might  grant  them  additional  compensation  if 
deemed  reasonable. 

As  important  as  these  measures  were  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  state,  they  met  with  strong  opposition,  aii<l  the  last  measure 
passed  the  house  by  only  one  majority,  the  vote  being  thirty- 
four  in  the  affirmative  and  thirty-three  in  the  negative. 

Under  this  act,  John  Rogers  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Plymouth,  the  nearest  post-office  to  New  Chester,  and  George 
Hough,  at  Concord;  while  John  Uathrop,  of  Lebanon,  was 
made  post-rider. 

When  the  route  from  Bristol  to  Plymouth  was  first  es- 
tablished, it  was  over  the  road  from  this  village  up  the  hill 
through  the  Locke  neighborhood;  thence  over  the  old  road, 
long  since  abandoned,  to  the  Bridgewater  meeting-house,  and 
thence  to  Plymouth;  and  it  so  continued  for  some  years. 

Previous  to  1800,  the  post-office  department  of  the  general 
government  had  extended  its  authority  over  New  Hampshire. 
In  1802,  the  following  rates  of  postage  prevailed:  For  a  single 
letter,  not  exceeding  (orty  miles,  eight  cents ;  over  forty  and  not 
exceeding  ninety  miles,  ten  cents;  over  ninety  and  not  exceeding 
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one  liuiidred  mid  fifty  miles,  twelve  and  one-liat(  cents;  over 
one  hundred  and  tilty  and  not  exceeding  three  hundred  miles, 
seventeen  cents ;  over  three  hundred  and  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  miles,  twenty  cents;  over  five  hundred  miles,  twenty- 
five  cents. 

The  northern  route  continued  till  1817,  without  material 
change.  April  12,  of  that  year,  the  postmaster-general  ad- 
vertised tor  proposals  to  carry  the  mails  in  New  Hampshire. 
The  number  of  routes  was  largely  increased.  The  route  which 
acconniiodalcd  this  .section  was  from  Concord,  through  Salishury, 
Andover,  New  Chester,  Uridgewater,  Plymouth,  New  Holder- 
ness.  New  Hampton,  Salisbury,  and  IJoscawen,  back  to  Concord, 
and  wns  called  forty-eight  miles.  The  post-rider  was  to  leave 
Concord  Tuesday  morning  and  arrive  at  Plymouth  at  11  a.  ni., 
Wednesday;  to  leave  Plymouth  at  2  p.  m.  the  same  day  and 
arrive  at  Concord  at  6  p.  ni.,  Thursday.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
thill  Iwculy-uiglil  luuirs  was  allowed  llic  iHWl-ridcr  lo  travel  the 
forty-ciglit  miles,  and  that  the  trips  were  to  be  made  once  a 
week. 

A  forfeit  of  one  dollar  was  imposed  on  the  post-rider  lor 
ever>'  thirty  minutes'  delay  in  arriving  at  a  given  point  at  a 
specified  time,  and  if  the  delay  extended  beyond  the  time  of 
departure  of  a  depending  mail,  the  fine  was  trebled. 

This  route  did  not  long  continue,  and  in  its  place  a  route  was 
established  from  Concord  to  McCrillis's  tavern  in  Canterbury, 
Norlliricld  mccting-huusc,  Sanlwrnton,  New  Hampton,  across  the 
river  to  Uridgewater,  and  thence  to  Plymouth  and  Haverhill ; 
and  another  from  Concord,  to  Boscawen,  Salisbury,  Andover, 
New  Chester,  Bristol,  and  Bridgewater,  over  the  Mayhew  turn- 
pike, to  Rumiiey  and  Haverhill.  These  routes  continued  practi- 
cally unchanged  till  the  advent  of  tlie  iron  horse.  Stages  for 
the  two  routes  traveled  together  from  Haverhill  to  West  Ply- 
mouth or  the  "head  of  the  turnpike,"  from  which  point  one 
went  to  Plymouth  and  New  Hampton,  and  thence  to  Concord 
on  ihc  eastern  .side  o(  llic  PeniiKCwnsscl;  and  the  other  cflnie  to 
Bristol  and  proceeded  to  Concord  on  the  western  side  of  the 
river. 

Tlic  names  of  but  lew  of  the  post-riders  have  come  down  to 
us.  Samuel  Harriman  was  post-rider  in  1816,  and  advertised 
in  the  A'eic  Hampshire  Patriot  of  Apr.  9,  of  that  year,  for  the 
payment  of  all  bills  due  him  for  papers,  etc.,  stating  that  he 
would  he  at  Dodge's  inn  in  Bridgewater  village  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  tliat  month  for  tlie  purpose  of  receiving  what  was  due 
him.     Peter  Dudley  wa.s  for  many  years  a  rider  on  this  route. 

Simon  Harris  succeeded  Harriman  as  post-rider,  and  drove 
from  Haverhill  to  Concord.  He  takes  the  same  method  to  col- 
lect his  pay  (or  services  as  his  prodecessor,  and  inserts  an  adver- 
tisement in  the  Patriot  of  Dec,  14,  1820,  as  follows:     "Simon 
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Harris,  mail-carrier  from  Concord  through  Plynioiitli  to  Haver- 
hill would  inform  ihe  public  that  his  contract  for  carrying  Ihe 
mails  will  expire  the  first  of  January  next,  at  which  time  pay- 
ment must  i>e  made  for  newspapers  as  well  as  tor  transacling 
oilier  business,  the  prinlLT  Ijciiig  very  urgent.  Those  sub- 
scribers who  live  off  the  road  will  leave  the  pay  where  their 
papers  are  left,  where  they  may  find  their  bills  roceipleil." 

The  first  attempt  to  substitute  the  coacli  for  the  horse  and 
rider  on  the  route  from  Haverhill  to  Concord  via  Bristol  was 
made  in  1811 ;  but  it  soon  failed  for  lack  of  support.  In  the 
spring  of  1814,  Robert  Morse  passed  a  subscription  paper  in 
every  town  on  the  route  for  assistance  in  starting  a  stage-coach. 
The  result  was  that  that  summer  a  four-horse,  covered  coach 
made  its  first  trip  from  Concord  to  Haverhill.'  Tlie  event  was  a 
great  one.  Col.  Silas  May  held  the  ribbons  and  blew  the  horn  ; 
while  Robert  Morse  and  a  company  of  friends  filled  the  coach 
and  had  a  free  ride  from  Concord  to  Haverhill.  Business  was 
largely  suspended  along  the  route,  and  the  people  turned  out  to 
rejoice  over  the  innovation  and  to  welcome  the  stage-coach. 
The  running  of  the  stage-coach,  thus  happily  inaugurated,  con- 
tinued ;  and  Robert  Morse  was  for  many  years  al  the  head  of  the 
Haverhill  and  Concord  stage  line. 

In  July,  1X21,  KolKirt  Morse  again  electrified  this  whtile 
section  with  the  announcenicnt  that  he  would  run  the  Haverhill 
and  Concord  stage  the  rest  of  that  season  twice  a  week ;  that  the 
stage  would  leave  Sinclair  hotel  in  Haverhill  Mondays  and  Fri- 
days at  4  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  arrive  at  Wilson  Stickney's  in  Con- 
cord at  5  p.  m.,  same  day  ;  that  the  stage  would  leave  Stickney's 
Tuesdays  and  Saturdays  at  4  a.  m.,  and  arrive  at  Sinclair's  at  5 
p.  m,,  and  connect  with  the  Coos  stage  that  run  from  Haverhill 
to  Lancaster,  and  the  Passumpsic  stage  from  Haverhill  to  liar- 
net,  Vt.,  St.  Johnsbnry,  Vt.,  Sutton,  Vt..  and  on  to  Staustead, 
Lower  Canada.  These  stages  probably  carried  the  mails  each 
trip,  though  the  government  paid  tor  carrying  them  only  once 
each  week. 

Commencing  Jan.  i,  1833,  Bristol  had  each  week  three 
mails  from  the  north  and  three  from  the  south.  A  four-horse 
post  coach  left  Concord  each  day  for  the  north.  One  day  it 
traveled  on  the  west  side  of  ibc  I'emigcwassel  through  I'Viuik- 
liu.  Hill,  Hristol,  Jlridgewaler,  We.sl  riymoulh,  and  Kumney,  (o 
Haverhill ;  the  next  day,  south  through  Plymouth  and  New 
Hampton,  and  thence  to  Concord  on  the  east  side  of  the  river; 
the  next  day  after  the  first  coach  left  Concord  another  traveled 
north  on  the  east  side  and  down  the  west  side  of  the  Peniige- 
wasset  through  Bristol  back  to  Concord.  In  1835,  a  four-horse 
coach  passed  daily  through  Bristol  from  the  north  and  another 
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from  Uie  soiitli.  The  coaches  going  south  stopped  at  Prescott's 
tavern  for  dinner ;  those  going  north  arrived  before  the  dinner 
hour  and  passed  on  to  Hoyt's  tavern  on  tlie  shore  of  Newfound 
lake,  where  a  stop  was  made  for  dinner. 

All  through  these  days,  the  arrival  of  the  stage-coach  was 
an  event  of  great  importance,  and  the  entire  population  was 
always  on  the  qui  vive  to  see  it.  No  matter  how  fatigued  the 
horses  might  be,  the  near  approach  to  a  village  was  the  occasion 
lor  the  driver  to  put  on  "airs,"  Cracking  lii.^  long  whip,  tlie 
horses  wurc  Inoiighl  into  a  sharp  trcit;  Ihu  driver  wou1<1  s«>uiid 
his  honi  and  drive  with  gracelul  curves  lo  the  door  ol  the  hotel. 
Here  all  was  bustle  and  excitement,  especially  when,  as  some- 
times happened,  two  and  even  three  coaches,  with  lour  or  six 
horses,  were  required  to  accommodate  the  travel,  and  all  ar- 
rived at  the  same  time.  As  soon  as  the  passengers  could  alight 
and  partake  ol  a  glass  of  grog  or  toddy  at  the  bar,  they  took 
seats  at  the  liibles  and  heliied  themselves  to  food.  While  the 
meal  was  in  progress,  horses  were  changed,  and  in  a  hall  hour's 
time  the  coach  was  again  whirling  over  the  rough  road  to  its 
next  stopping-place. 

In  May,  1834.  a  post-ofGce  was  established  in  Alexandria, 
and  a  post-route  established  between  Bristol  and  that  place. 

With  the  advent  of  the  railroad  to  Bristol  in  1848,  the 
palmy  days  ol  the  stage-coach  disappeared.  Instead  of  four- 
horse  coaches,  loaded  with  passengers,  making  their  daily  ap- 
|te!iramv  iti  ihis  vilisige,  llnce  light  singes  made  coiniection  with 
the  train,  and  conveyed  the  mails  ami  chance  passengers — one 
stage  to  Alexandria  ;  one  to  Ijridgewater,  Hebron,  and  Groton, 
and  one  to  New  Hampton. 

Till  May  30,  1881,  one  daily  mail  each  way  continued  to  be 
all  the  postal  accommodations  given  this  town,  leaving  for  Bos- 
ton and  other  points  south  in  the  early  morning  and  reaching 
Bristol  in  return  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon.  On  that  day  a 
noon  train  commenced  to  run,  reachhig  Bristol  about  twelve 
o'clock,  and  leaving  alxmt  one  o'clock.  This  was  only  a  sum- 
mer arrangement ;  but  while  it  continued,  Bristol  had  two  mails 
a  day. 

The  first  of  October,  following,  the  noon  train  was  discon- 
tinued, and  witli  it  the  noon  mail.  But  the  people  of  Bristol  did 
not  take  kindly  to  a  backward  step,  and  the  project  of  continu- 
ing the  noon  mail  by  stage  was  agitated  with  the  result  that  on 
the  twenty-.secoiid  ol  January,  1882,  a  stage  connnenced  to  run 
Iwtween  Bristol  and  Franklin  which  brought  a  noon  mail,  the 
|>eople  o(  Bristol  paying  the  expense,  and  the  stage  being  run  by 
Otis  K.  Bucklin.  This  continued  till  the  noon  train  was  put  on 
again  the  next  sunuiier.  An  effort  was  then  made  to  have  the 
post-office  department  establish  a  "star  route"  mail,  to  be  con- 
tinued such  portion  of  the  year  as  the  noon  train  did  not  run. 
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This  was  ordered,  and  commenced  to  run  when  the  noon  train 
was  discontinued  in  the  fall  of  1882,  George  G.  Brown,  of  Bris- 
tol, and  A.  K.  Moore,  of  Franklin,  being  the  contractors.  The 
"star  route"  service  continued  during;  the  winters  till  the  spriiifj 
of  1S89,  after  which  the  noon  train  was  continued  through  the 
year.  Since  then,  two  daily  mails  have  been  received  by  train 
from  the  south  llic  ciilirc  year. 

POST-OFFICBS  AND   POSTMASTBKS. 

The  first  post-office  in  Bridgewater  village,  now  Bristol,  was 
opened  Jan,  i,  1805,  and  Moses  Kelly  was  the  first  postmaster. 
Moses  Kelly  was  a  resident  in  Bridgewater  as  early  as  1800, 
when  he  had  the  "approbation"  of  the  selectmen  to  sell  spiritu- 
ous liquors.  In  1804,  he  was  licensed  to  soil  ns  n  tavcrncr.  He 
was  evidently  a  prominent  man  in  his  day.  He  was  a  justice 
of  the  peace  and  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Mayhew  Turn- 
pike corporation.  In  April,  1805,  he  was  a  resident  taxpayer  in 
New  Chester,  April  i,  1807,  a  post-office  was  opened  there  and 
Moses  Kelly  became  the  first  postmaster.  Apcording  to  the 
records  of  the  post-ofiice  department  at  Washington,  he  sen'Cil 
continuously  as  postmaster  of  the  Bridgewater  office  from  the 
date  of  his  first  appointment  till  succeeded,  in  1816,  by  Moses 
Bradley,  Esq.,  and  of  the  New  Chester  ofRce  from  the  time  of 
liis  appointment  till  succeeded  in  1810  by  Kbenezer  Kiniball. ' 

The  location  of  this  first  post-office  in  Bridgewater  cannot 
now  be  determined.  Mr.  Bradley  had  the  office  in  his  residence, 
on  the  northern  side  of  Central  square,  previously  owned  by 
Capt.  Moses  Sleeper  and  used  by  him  as  a  tavern.  The  business 
of  postmaster  was  not  very  onerous  at  this  time,  as  the  mails 
arrived  and  departed  only  once  a  week  and  Llie  uunil)ur  of  letters 
handled  at  any  one  time  rarely  exceeded  a  dozen. 

The  following  is  a  annplcle  list  o(  the  i)ostma.slcrs  of  Bridge- 
water  and  Bristol  and  the  time  they  have  served : 

1805-1816.  Moses  Kelly  served  from  Jan.  i,  1805,  till  May 
4,  1816, 

1816- 1823.  Moses  H.  Bradley,  Esq,,  succeeded  Moses 
Kelly,  and  served  till  June  12,  1S23. 

1823-1830.  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett  succeeded  Mr.  Bradley 
June  12,  1823,  and  served  seven  years.  He  had  the  office  in  his 
store  in  Central  square. 

1830-1841.  Solomon  Cavis  succeeded  Mr,  Bartlett  Feb,  11, 
1830,  and  removed  the  office  to  his  store  where  is  now  White's 
block.  He  served  eleven  years,  removing  the  office  about  1833 
to  what  is  now  the  Cavis  block. 

'  The  New  Hampshire  Register  of  these  years  gives  the  name  of  the 
postmaster  at  Bridgewater  as  Moses  Kelly,  Jr.,  but  this  name  does  not 
appear  in  any  of  the  Uridgtwutur  records  now  iu  existence. 
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1841-1844.  William  L.  Chase  wtis  tlic  next  postmaster, 
being  appointed  Aug.  i3,  1841.  He  was  in  trade  in  tlie  store 
timt  stood  where  White's  block  now  stands,  and  here  he  had  the 
post-oflice  till  he  resigned  to  leave  town  in  March,  1844. 

1844-1861,  Col,  Oscar  F.  Fowler  succeeded  William  I,. 
Chase,  Mar.  13,  1844,  and  removed  the  office  to  his  harness  shop 
on  the  corner  next  to  the  bridge,  and  here  he  held  the  office  over 
seventeen  years,  the  longest  of  any  incumbent.  When  he  was 
postmaster,  it  was  not  customary  to  open  the  office  on  Sunday 
noon  as  tiow;  but  it  was  Col.  Fowler's  custom,  on  Saturday 
uiglit,  to  take  such  letters  as  belonged  to  persons  wliom  he  ex- 
pected to  .see  on  tlie  morrow,  and  place  them  in  his  hati  and,  after 
the  morning  service  at  tlie  Methodist  church,  he  would  take  his 
stand  outside  the  door  and  distribute  this  mail  to  the  people  as 
they  came  out.  This  was  continued  in  spite  of  criticisms  by 
some  that  it  was  not  a  proper  thing  to  do  on  the  sabbath. 

i8tii-i8GS.  Samuel  K.  Masou  was  postmaster  from  June 
28,  1861,  till  May  27,  1868.  He  removed  the  office  to  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Abel  block,  to  the  rooms  now  used  as 
a  millinery  store,  on  the  first  floor. 

1868-1875.  John  P.  Taylor  succeeded  to  the  office  May  27, 
1868,  and  continued  it  in  the  Abel  block. 

1875-1882.  Albert  Blake,  Jr.,  succeeded  John  P.  Taylor, 
Jan.  25,  1875,  and  removed  the  office  to  its  present  location  in 
the  hrick  Itlock  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  He  served  till 
May  3.\.  1HK2. 

1882-1885.  John  II.  Ilrown  ns.sunicd  the  duties  of  post- 
master May  24,  1882,  and  continued  in  the  office  till  relieved  by 
his  successor. 

1885-1890.  Herbert  H.  Follaiisbee  succeeded  Mr.  Brown 
Sept.  8,  1S85.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1887,  the 
office  was  made  a  "presidential  office,"  third  class,  salary  $1,000, 
and  Mr.  Follansbee  was  nominated  by  the  President  and  con- 
firmed by  the  senate  as  postmaster  Jan.  27,  1887,  for  another 
term  o(  four  years.  He  served,  however,  but  little  more  than 
four  years  in  all,  being  succeeded  by  Capt.  William  A.  Beck- 
ford  Feb.  20,  1890. 

1890-1894.  Capt.  William  A.  Becklord  served  till  his  suc- 
cessor took  possession  of  the  office  May  i,  1894. 

1894-1898.  Charles  H.  Proctor  succeeded  Capt.  Ueckford, 
and  served  till  July  i,  1898. 

i8y8.  Fred  H.  Ackcrinau  as.sunicd  the  duties  o(postnia.ster 
July  I,  1898.  He  was  reappointed  July  1,  1902,  and  is  therefore 
the  present  incumbent. 

A  post-office  was  established  at  Profile  Falls  June  29,  1892, 
and  discontinued  May  31,  1900,  Byron  B.  Tobie  being  post- 
master. 
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RAII^ROADS 

SiiiKiiiK  llirotigli  tlic  fort»tB, 

Kattling  over  riilges ; 
flltootitif'  under  uruTies, 

Ktiiiibliiif;  over  bridges ; 
WhiEzing  through  the  mountuins, 

lIuxxitiK  o'er  the  viilc — 
Bkss  me  f  tliis  in  pleusant, 

Ridiug  on  the  rail. 

When  tlie  railroad  was  being  constructed  from  Lowell  to 
Boston,  a  gentleman  delivered  in  Bristol  a  lecture  on  railroads. 
This  lectnre  was  given  in  the  hnll  in  the  Fisic  block,  and  the 
limited  space  o(  the  hall  was  packed  with  interested  hearers. 
This  speaker  prophesied  that  the  time  wonld  come  wlien  one 
conld  take  a  train  at  llristol  in  the  morning,  go  lo  Itustitn  am) 
get  his  dinner,  and  return  to  Bristol  in  the  afternoon.  This 
statement  was  received  with  shouts  ot  derisive  laughter. 

When  the  Northern  road  was  being  constructed  from  Con- 
cord to  Franklin,  two  routes  were  proposed  from  Franklin 
to  I,ebanon.  One  was  the  route  selected,  and  the  other  was 
what  is  now  the  Bristol  branch  to  Smith's  river,  and  thence  up 
that  stream  to  Danbury, 

When  the  people  o(  Bristol  found  that  the  Northern  road 
was  not  coming  to  Bristol,  the  question  of  building  a  hraiicli 
road  from  Franklin  to  Hrislol  was  agitated,  and  public  meetings 
were  held  to  further  the  scheme.  A  charter  was  granted  Jldy 
8,  1846,  for  the  Franklin  and  Bristol  railroad.  The  incorpora- 
tors were  Nathaniel  S.  Berry,  I,evi  Bartlett,  Brackett  L-  Greeu- 
ough,  Oscar  F.  Fowler,  Frederick  Bartlett,  Samuel  C.  Brown, 
Joseph  Cass,  George  W.  Sumner,  Folsom  Morrill,  James  Craw- 
ford, Nicholas  M.  Taylor,  John  Ayer,  Warren  While,  and  David 
McClure.  The  charter  authorised  the  construction  of  the  road 
from  any  point  in  Franklin  on  the  Northern  road  to  Bristol  vil- 
lage through  Hill. 

Public  meetings  were  held  from  time  to  time  to  discuss  the 
situation.  The  majority  favored  the  construction  of  the  road  up 
the  valley  of  Smith's  river  to  Clark's  corner,  and  from  there  to 
Bristol  village.  Surveys  were  made  over  this  route ;  but  the 
expectation  that  the  Boston,  Concord  and  Montreal  railroad, 
which  was  then  being  constructed,  would  not  go  north  of  La- 
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cniiin,  niid  tlint  llic  T^niiiklin  nii<l  Itrtslol  rnnd  woiiM  Iw  extend- 
c<l  to  I'lytiioiitli,  Uid  tu  tlie  selection  of  the  present  route  north 
ol  Smith's  river. 

After  the  charter  was  obtained,  a  temporary  orgauization 
was  effected ;  subscription  books  were  opened,  and  by  Iiard  work 
$100,000  was  subscribed.  Tliere  was  needed  $50,000  more  to 
construct  the  line,  and  no  one  knew  where  to  look  to  secure  it. 
Finally,  Cyrus  Taylor,  O.  F.  Fowler,  and  Henry  Kidder  went 
to  Boston  to  see  what  could  be  done  there.  They  had  an  inter- 
view with  Charles  Theodore  Russell,  who  finally  agreed  to  raise 
the  needed  sum  if  he  could  be  made  president  of  the  road  at  a 
salary  of  $1,500.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  he  succeeded  in  rais- 
ing the  necessary  amount. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  first  board  of  directors  was  held  at 
the  Phoenix  hotel  in  Concord,  May  30,  1847,  when  Mr.  Rus- 
sell was  elected  president,  with  the  promised  salary.  Col.  O.  F. 
Fowler  was  elected  clerk  at  a  salary  of  $ico,  and  Thomas  H. 
KuK.scll,  of  Ituslon,  was  niaile  treasurer.  The  president  continued 
to  draw  his  salary  of  $1,500  till  September  lollowiug,  when  it 
was  reduced  to  $Soo.  The  only  director  residing  in  Bristol  was 
Levi  Bartlett. 

Surveys  were  made  in  June,  1847,  and  contractors  com- 
iiieticed  work  on  the  grading  and  stone  work  the  next  month. 
Robert  Smith.  Hosea  BalJou,  William  W.  Pattee,  and  Dudley 
Merrill  Ca.ss  built  the  last  two  sections  of  the  road,  ending  at  the 
Bristol  station.  Tlicir  contract  rci|iiired  the  completion  of  the 
work  by  I>cc.  i,  1847.  Jo,scpli  II.  Brown,  S.  A.  Howard,  and 
David  I'owel!  were  oilier  contractors  from  Uri.stol  or  vicinity. 

The  road  was  completed  the  last  of  June,  1S48,  and  the  first 
regular  train  left  Bristol  for  Concord  on  the  morning  of  July  i. 
The  day  was  one  of  great  rejoicing  in  Bristol,  and  the  people 
gave  a  banquet  to  the  railroad  ofScials  at  the  Bristol  hotel,  the 
tables  being  spread  in  the  open  air  between  the  hotel  and  Pleas- 
ant street. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  t!ie  officials  of  the  road  gave  the  people 
of  Bristol  a  free  ride.  A  long  train  of  cars  conveyed  several 
hundred  of  the  people  to  Concord,  where  they  visited  the  state 
prison  and  other  places  of  interest,  and  returned  in  the  after- 
noon. 

On  the  6th  of  July.  Mr.  Rus.sell  resigned  as  president  of  the 
road.  In  bis  letter  of  resignation  he  said  :  "When  I  accepted, 
n  little  more  than  11  year  iigo,  the  presidency  of  this  cor|Miralion, 
I  did  so  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  this  road,  and  with  the 
di.itinct  understanding  on  my  part  that  I  .should  resign  this 
trust  as  soon  as  your  railroad  should  be  completed.  That  point 
h.is  now  arrived.  In  a  little  less  than  a  year  since  the  actual 
commencement  of  the  grading,  you  have  been  able  to  pass  over 
the  road   in   a  regular  train  of  cars.     I  believe  that  the  road 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


146  iiisi'OKy  oe  uHisTot. 

has  been  cheaply,  expeditiously,  and  thoroughly  constructed." 
Hon.  Geo,  A.  Nesmith,  of  Franklin,  was  elected  Mr.  Rus- 
sell's successor. 

Before  the  completion  of  the  road,  the  subject  of  uuitinK 
with  the  Nortlierti  road  was  agitated.  January  1,  1849,  an  net 
passed  the  legislature  authoriiting  the  Northern  railroad  cor- 
poration to  absorb  the  Franklin  and  Bristol  railroad.  On  the 
thirty-first  of  the  same  month,  the  stockholders  voted  in  favor  of 
the  sale,  and  the  Franklin  and  Bristohroad  became  a  part  of  the 
Northern  road.  Payment  was  made  by  giving  shares  of  the 
Northern  road  for  an  equal  number  of  shares  of  the  Franklin 
and  Bristol. 

In  May,  1884,  the  Boston  and  I/iwell  railroad  corporation 
leased  the  Northern  rond  lor  ninety-nine  years,  and  in  1887  the 
Boston  and  I^well  was  leased  to  the  Boston  and  Maine.  Since 
the  last  named  date,  therefore,  the  Bristol  branch  has  been 
operated  by  the  Boston  and  Maine. 

In  the  spring  of  1881,  the  subject  of  bringing  the  road  into 
the  village  was  agitated.  Public  meetings  were  held,  and  a  sur- 
vey was  made.'  The  effort  did  not,  however,  succeed,  but  it 
resulted  in  the  addition  of  a  noon  train  for  the  summer  season, 
which  train  commenced  to  mn  May  30,  1881.  Until  this  dale, 
Bristol  had  but  one  train  a  dny,  and  tlint  a  mixed  Iraiu,  leaving 
Bristol  in  the  early  forenoon  and  returning  late  in  the  afternoon. 
The  noon  train  arrived  about  noon,  and  left  about  one  o'clock. 
During  the  summer  of  18S4,  the  trains  left  Bristol  at  8:30  a.  m. 
and  3  p.  m.  for  Concord  and  Boston,  reaching  Bristol  on  return 
at  12:15  Qtid  7  p.  m.  In  the  fall  of  1889,  the  noon  train  was 
made  permanent  and  has  continued  till  now.  A  separate  freight 
train  was  established  in  June,  1893. 

Beginning  with  the  summer  arrangement  of  1902,  an  extra 
train  left  Bristol  Monday  mornings  at  6:25  o'clock,  and  a  late 
train  reached  Bristol  at  8:13  o'clock  Saturday  evenings,  for  the 
accommodation  of  those  wishing  to  spend  the  sabbath  in  this 
section,  and  reach  Boston  on  return  in  season  for  business  on 
Monday  morning. 

In  1867,  a  railroad  was  projected  from  Portland,  Me.,  in  an 
air  hne  to  Rutland,  Vt.,  and  the  west.  The  New  Hampshire 
portion  was  to  Ik;  cntlcd  the  "New  Ilampsliirc  Cenlral."  This 
road  was  to  nin  through  Alton,  Meredith,  New  Hampton,  and 
Bristol,  to  Danbury.  The  projectors  of  the  road  presented  their 
plans  at  a  meeting  of  the  business  men  of  the  town  in  Bristol, 
and  a  committee  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town,  consisting 
of  Hon.  h.  W.  Fling,  Hon.  S.  K.  Mason,  George  T.  Crawford, 


'The  next  morning  after  the  survey  had  been  completed,  there  ap- 
peared, where  the  road  was  expected  to  cross  Soutti  Main  street,  a  sign 
which  read,  "IiOok  out  for  the  engine  when  the  Im;!!  rings." 
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Esq.,  Col.  O.  F.  Fowler,  and  Albert  Blake,  went  to  Portland 
and  met  the  projectors  of  the  road  there,  end  much  public 
entliusiasm  prevailed. 

At  the  anutial  town  tneetiug  Mar.  lo,  1868,  it  was  voted  to 
raise  $300  for  a  preliminary  survey  from  AUou  to  Danbury. 
Aug.  5,  following,  a  special  town  meeting  was  held,  at  which 
the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  issue  the  bonds  of  the  town  to 
the  amount  of  five  per  cent,  of  the  valuation,  to  the  projected 
Central  railroad,  in  exchange  for  an  equal  amount  of  the  stock 
of  the  road  at  par,  whenever  tlic  road  was  constntclcd  and  put  in 
operation  through  Bristol  village.  On  this  motion  the  vote 
stood  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  in  favor,  and  forty-two 
against.  At  the  same  time,  an  article  to  see  if  the  town  would 
give  the  right  of  way  as  an  inducement  to  bring  the  track  of  the 
Northern  road  into  the  village,  was  passed  without  action. 

Mr.  Poor,  the  chief  projector  of  the  road  from  Portland  to 
Rutland,  died  l»Iorc  the  road  materialized,  and  parties  inter- 
ested in  a  road  from  Portland  to  tlie  west,  through  the  White 
Mountains,  pushed  that  road  to  completion,  and  the  project 
for  a  road  Iroui   Portland  through  Bristol  collapsed. 
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Where  village  stntcsmeii  lalki-d  witli  looks  profonnd. 
And  news  uiucli  older  tliau  tlicir  ule  weut  round. 

—Goldsmilk. 

One  hundred  years  ago,  there  was  necessarily  much  more 
business  on  the  highways  than  now,  and  ninny  more  public 
houses.  Not  only  nil  the  nicrchnndisc  lor  the  country  stores, 
and  the  proclncts  of  Itie  mills,  passed  over  the  highways,  but 
many  farmers  made  at  least  one  trip  during  the  year  to  Boston, 
to  dispose  of  the  surplus  products  of  the  farm.  All  on  the  roads 
were  obliged  to  stop  where  night  overtook  them,  and  this  made 
a  large  number  of  taverns  necessary.  Then,  too,  the  right  to 
"tavemize"  carried  with  it  the  right  to  keep  spirituous  liquors  for 
sale  at  retail,  and  very  many  who  had  one  or  two  spare  rooms, 
opened  their  houses  as  taverns,  and  thus  added  to  the  meager 
income  of  the  farm. 

Jonathan  Ingalls,  who  resided  just  east  of  Danforth's  brook, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  highway,  probably  opened  the  first 
tavern  within  the  limits  of  Bristol.  It  was  at  his  house  that 
many  of  the  early  town  meetings  were  held,  and  that  of  Mar.  21, 
1775,  was  called  at  the  house  of  "Jonathan  Ingatis,  innholder," 
thus  showing  that  he  had  a  tavern  at  that  early  date. 

Lieut.  Benjamin  I^nunons  opened  n  tavern  as  soon  as  his  first 
frame  house  was  completed,  previous  to  1790,  the  same  as  now 
stands  on  llie  John  M.  U.  Knunoiis  farm,  Sherhurn  KanlHmi. 
kept  tavern  for  a  time  where  the  present  Sanborn  residence 
stands  on  New  Chester  mountain;  and  Cutting  Favor  kept 
tavern  for  twenty  years  at  his  home.  The  entertainment  was  of 
the  rudest  kind.  Cutting  Favor  charged  twelve  cents  for  beau 
porridge  and  a  chance  to  sleep  on  the  floor. 

Col.  Peter  Sleeper  opened  the  first  tavern  in  Bristol  village. 
After  living  for  a  few  years  in  a  log  cabin,  he  built  a  large  s(|unre 
two-story  house  just  below  where  Mrs.  S.  S,  Southard  now  re- 
sides, opposite  the  junction  of  High  and  Cross  streets.  Here  he 
kept  tavern  for  many  years,  and  did  a  large  business.  Rev. 
Silas  Ketchum,  when  a  resident  of  Bristol,  found  his  old  tavern 
sign,  and  presented  it  to  the  New  Hampshire  Antiquarian 
society,  and  it  is  now  in  the  rooms  of  the  society  at  Hopkinton. 
It  is  four  feet,  nine  inches  high,  and  three  feet  wide,  and  was 
evidently  fastened  in  some  way  to  the  building.  A  picture  of 
this  sign  is  given  on  the  following  page. 


•1 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TAVBRN3  149 

Capt.  Moses  Sleeper  kept  tavern  for  twenty-two  years  in 
what  is  now  the  Green  residence,  on  the  north  side  of  Central 
sqnare,  commencing  about  1 794.  The  capacity  of  the  house  was 
at  one  time  twice  what  it  is  now,  a  Urge  two-story  ell  standing 
on  the  Kendall  lot,  on  the  west,  which  was  torn  down  and  re- 
moved about  1850.  About  1794,  what  is  now  known  as  the  Fisk 
hoDse,  at  the  northeast  comer  of  Central  square,  was  erected  by 
Ebenezer  Kelly,  and  opened  as  a  tavern.  These  three  taverns 
were  in  full  operation  at  the  same  time,  and  did  a  good  business 
when  there  were  not  a  dozen  other  houses  in  the  village.  The 
Fisk  house  was  used  for  many  years  as  a  tavern.  Peter  Hazelton 
was  landlord  there  in  i8r7,  and  Seth  Danieb  in  1820. 


A'prominent  early  tavern  within  the  limits  of  New  Chester 
was  Pingree's  inn  on  the  Walter  Webster  farm  in  Bridgewater. 

Taverns  were  the  news  centers  of  the  town.  Here  the 
post-rider  always  stopped,  with  occasional  letters  and  news- 
papers, and  later  the  stage-coach  left  passengers,  the  mails,  and 
the  latest  news.  Here  congregated  travelers  and  teamsters  and 
the  residents  of  the  town,  when  the  general  news  of  the  day,  as 
well  as  local  happenings,  was  freely  discussed,  and  the  quidity 
of  the  landlord's  grog  was  tested.  One  old  gentleman  said,  in 
speaking  of  the  days  of  which  we  write :  ' '  When  I  was  a  young 
man,  we  used  to  have  gay  times  at  Moses  Sleeper's.  He  kept 
good  brandy  as  well  as  other  liquors,  and  men  were  always  found 
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there  drinking  and  wrestling,  telling  stories,  and  discussing  the 
news." 

About  1800,  Peter  Sanborn  was  keeping  a  tavern  in  what  is 
now  known  as  the  old  Whittemore  farmhouse  at  the  turn  of  the 
road  on  the  Point  in  Bridgewater.  Hearing  of  the  projected 
Mayhew  turnpike,  Mr.  Sanborn  saw  that  its  construction  would 
leave  him  on  a  side  road,  and  he  therefore  erected  a  tavern  at 
what  is  still  known  as  the  Hoyt  stand,  on  the  projected  route  of 
the  turnpike.  A,  P.  Hoyt  was  landlord  here  for  many  years, 
and  Hoyt's  tavern  t>ecame  a  popular  resort  and  was  known 
throughout  the  state.  The  name  still  clings  to  the  place,  though 
it  has  been  many  years  since  the  business  of  the  turnpike  and 
the  tavern  departed.  The  place  is  now  a  summer  resort.  The 
buildings  show  the  marks  of  age ;  but  the  stately  elms,  planted 
in  the  early  days  of  the  tavern,  are  now  at  their  maturity  and 
have  caused  the  place  to  be  rechristened  as  Elm  Lawn.  From 
beneath  their  shade  is  seen  one  of  the  finest 'lake  and  moun- 
tain views  in  the  state. 

What  might  be  called  the  successor  of  the  three  taverns 
named  in  Bridgewater  village  was  the  inn  on  the  east  side 
of  South  Main  street.  Just  when  this  inn  was  erected  is  not 
known;  but  Isaac  Dodge  was  landlord  there  as  early  as  1814, 
for  there,  on  Dec,  3,  of  that  year,  as  an  advertisement  reads 
in  the  New  Hampshire  Patriot,  the  proprietors  of  the  Mayhew 
turnpike  were  called  to  meet  at  their  annual  meeting.  It  was 
a  building  of  about  30  x  50  feet,  two  stories  high,  with  base- 
ment on  the  north  side,  and  had  perhaps  twenty  rooms.  The 
main  building  occupied  the  site  of  Frank  W.  Bingham's  harness 
shop.  On  the  south  side  and  west  end  was  a  piazza.  At  the 
southwest  comer  stood  the  sign  post,  from  the  arm  of  which 
swung  the  tavern  sign.  On  this  sign  was  painted  a  crude  picture 
of  Washington,  from  which  fact  the  inn  was  sometimes  called 
the  Washington  inn.  Extending  from  the  southeast  comer  was 
a  long  two-story  building,  with  an  open  carriage  shed  on  the 
ground  and  a  hall  in  the  second  story.  This  hall  was  reached 
by  stairs  from  the  east  end  of  the  piazza.  Here  the  young  gath- 
ered for  dances  and  singing-schools,  and  here  were  held  justice 
trials,  political  meetings,  and  other  gatherings. 

Next  to  the  hall  on  the  south  was  the  road  to  the  woolen- 
mill,  now  the  pulp-mill  of  the  Mason-Perkins  Paper  company, 
near  the  railroad  station.  On  the  south  side  of  this  road,  at  its 
junction  with  the  tumpike,  was  the  long  tavern  stable,  with  en- 
trance from  this  road.  A  carriage  shed  extended  the  entire 
length  oi  the  stable  on  the  west  side.  This  shed,  and  the  yard 
between  it  and  the  highway,  were  frequently  closely  packed  at 
night  with  freight  wagons  or  sleds,  pods  and  pungs,  and  vehicles 
of  all  description.  Isaac  Dodge  was  landlord  here  in  1820  and 
perhaps  later ;  but  in  1823,  Plummer  Dodge  had  succeeded  him. 
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Then  came  Fry  Holt.  Mr.  Holt  was  an  old  stage-driver,  and  came 
near  being  old  in  years,  when,  July  11,  1822,  he  married  Han- 
nah, the  young  sister  ol  Landlord  Dodge.  He  was  landlord  as 
late  as  1827.  A  sou,  born  to  them  here,  was  taught  by  his 
father  to  use  big  oaths  for  the  amusement  of  the  crowd.  Oliver 
Blake  was  one  o(  the  early  landlords  here.  Daniel  S.  Smith  was 
landlord  for  a  couple  of  years  previous  to  1834,  when  he  sold  to 
Jeremiah  Prescott  for  $2,200.  It  then  became  known  as  the 
Trescott  hotel.  Mr.  Prescott  rebuilt  the  hall,  and  enlarged  and 
rc[uniislic<l  tlie  main  building,  at  an  expense  of  $1,500.  Ilusi- 
ness  was  brisk  in  tliose  days.  There  was  not  only  the  daily 
stages  in  both  directions,  but  also  long  lines  of  teams  of  all 
kinds.  There  were  frequently  seveuty-five  guests  at  this  hotel 
over  night,  and  sometimes  as  many  as  one  hundred.'  It  is  true 
that  each  guest  did  not  have  a  room  to  himself,  but  he  was  con- 
tent to  share  lii.s  bed  with  a  fellow-trnveler.  Kach  room  had  two 
or  moil;  Ixid.s,  if  large  enough  to  contain  ihcni ;  while  some 
travelers  .slept  on  the  floor,  even  the  Qoor  of  the  bar-room  being 
iitilixcil  for  this  purpose,  and  .sonic  slept  on  the  hay  in  the  stable. 
Instead  of  the  gas  jet  or  electricity,  there  was  the  tallow  dip  or 
whale  oil  lamp,  or  even  the  saucer  of  grease  with  the  rag  in  it 
that  kept  up  a  constant  sputtering  in  its  efforts  to  burn.  Mr. 
Prescott  continued  as  landlord  here  till  Dec.  3,  1849,  when  the 
tavern  and  hall  were  destroyed  by  fire.     They  were  not  rebuilt. 

In  i8a6.  Col.  John  S.  Ilryant  came  (rom  Hill,  and  kqit 
tavern  for  two  or  three  years  in  11  building  that  stood  on  the  site 
ol  the  Bank  block. 

The  first  building,  on  the  site  of  Hotel  Bristol  was  a  dwell- 
ing-house erected  by  Edmoiid  Brown  some  years  previous  to 
1800.  In  1836,  this  dwelling,  then  owned  and  occupied- by 
Capt.  James  Minot,  was  sold  to  Joseph  Malvern,  who  removed 
the  house  and  erected  a  hotel,  two  stories  high  with  a  piazza  on 
the  east  end  and  south  side.  Mr.  Malvern  kept  a  public  house 
here  a  short  time,  and  was  succeeded  by  Lutlier  Robinson,  who 
was  kci'ping  lavcm  here  in  May,  1^37.  Dudley  Merrill  Cass, 
Ira  P.  Ballon,  and  Joseph  K.  Kollins  appear  to  have  been  land- 
lords here  between  this  date  and  1846.  Later,  Henry  F.  Kid- 
der and  Slierburu  S.  Merrill,  who  afterward  became  the  great 
railroad  magnate  of  Milwaukee,  were  landlords,  and  continued 
till  about  1848.  Jonathan  L.  Prescott  was  landlord  here  for  a 
time,  and  Josiah  D.  Prescott  was  landlord  for  many  years  pre- 
vious to  his  death  in  i86(i.  He  was  succeed c<l  by  his  son,  J. 
Kverett  Prescott,  who,  after  a  bricl  stay,  retired.  The  house 
was  then  close<l  for  some  months  and  later  sold  at  auction,  Otis 
K.  Bucklin  being;  the  purchaser. 

Mr.  Buckliu   removed  the  old  buildings   and  erected   the 

'Statement  of  Mrs.  Jeremiah  Prescott. 
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present  structure,  the  work  being  done  by  Charles  Forrest. 
The  main  building  is  four  stones  and  basement,  60  x  45  feet ; 
ell  two  stories  and  basement,  42  x  27 ;  hall  with  shed  under-  ■ 
neatli  50  x  30  feet.  The  house  contains  lorty-niic  Hiccpiug 
rooms.  One-half  of  the  old  building  now  stands  on  the  west  side 
of  South  Main  street  a  half  mile  south  of  Central  square,  and  the 
other  half  is  a  tenement  house  on  the  cast  side  of  South  Main 
street,  north  of  the  street  or  road  to  Calley  &  Currier's  crutch 
factory.  Mr,  Bucklin  kept  hotel  in  the  new  house  till  October, 
1882,  it  being  known  as  the  Bristol  house.  He  sold  to  George 
G.  Brown,  who  was  landlord  here  till  Aug.  16,  1883,  when  he  in 
turn  sold  to  Mr.  Bucklin  and  George  H.  Fowler.  Mr.  Fowler 
wns  landlord  till  March,  1884,  when  Mr.  Bucklin  Iraught  Mr. 
Fowler's  interest  and  again  took  charge  of  the  house.  Mr. 
Bucklin  was  succeeded  by  F.  D.  Gilson,  who,  after  serving  about 
two  years,  sold  to  Capt.  William  A.  Beckford  in  August,  1S88. 
Capt.  Beckford  was  succeeded,  after  a  few  months,  by  Frank  H. 
Lovejoy,  who  after  a  like  service  was  succeeded  by  Moses  F. 
Wilbur,  in  February,  1889.  Mr.  Wilbur  continued  as  landlord 
till  1898,  when  he  sold  to  Charles  L,.  FoUansbee.  Mr.  Wilbur 
again  purchased  this  property  Apr.  10,  1899,  and  continued  as 
landlord  till  the  spring  of  1901,  when  Charles  H.  Prescott  be- 
came its  owner,  and  assinned  the  duties  of  landlord.  I<'or  some 
years  past,  this  hostelry  has  been  designated  as  Hotel  Bristol. 

A  public  house  called  Boar's  Head  was  operated  a  few  years 
in  the  late  sixties  at  the  junction  of  Willow  and  I,ake  streets  by 
William  Jewett  Sanborn. 

In  the  spring  of  1879,  George  G.  Brown  remodeled  the 
block  at  the  comer  of  Central  square  and  Spring  street.  He 
raised  the  block,  put  a  story  under  it,  and  added  a  French  roof, 
making  it  four  stories  when  completed.  Here  he  opened  a  hotel 
in  July,  and  operated  it  till  he  purchased  Hotel  Bristol.  When 
he  sold  Hotel  Bristol  to  Bucklin  8c  Fowler,  he  sold  this  block 
also,  the  compensation  for  both  hotels  being  $16,000.  Mr.  Buck- 
lin resided  here  while  Mr.  Fowler  was  landlord  of  tlie  Bristol 
House. 

For  six  years  past  Albion  A.  Veasey  has  kept  a  hotel, 
called  the  Riverside  House,  on  the  south  side  ol  Pleasant  .street 
and  tlie  east  bank  of  Newfound  river.  The  older  pnrt  of  the 
buildings  was  the  curry  shop  of  Brown's  tannery  eighty  years 
ago.  Large  additions  have  been  made,  affording  in  all  about 
twenty  sleeping  rooms. 
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CHAPTER  XV 
TEMPERANCE 

Oil,  Hint  moll  nlioiilil  init  nil  I'liciiiy  In 
TliL-ir  iiiouDiM,  lo  tli-ul  away  tlidr  braiiM  I  tlint  we 
Sliould,  witli  joy,  plcogurc,  revel  and  appUUBC, 
Trnusforiii  ourselves  to  beasts. 

—Shakespeare. 

For  lorty  or  fiJty  years  after  the  organization  of  New  Ches- 
ter, tlic  use  of  ardent  spirits  was  well-nigh  universal.  The 
staple  drink  was  West  India  or  New  England  rum.  Everybody 
kept  it  on  hand  the  entire  year  as  a  beverage,  or  as  a  treat  for 
occasional  gtiests.  During  the  haying  season,  rum  was  con- 
sidered indispensable  in  the  field,  and  was  partaken  of  whenever 
desired. 

The  liquors  were  pure  in  those  days,  and  contained  less 
alcohol  than  now.  This  fact,  together  with  the  hard  labor  of  the 
farmers  in  the  open  air,  probably  prevented  some  of  the  evils  of 
the  drink  hnhit  of  the  present  day.  Delerium  tremens  was 
unknown,  niut  yd  llic  drink  linbit  v/an  not  without  its  direful  . 
results.  Then  as  now,  drink  begat  idleness,  deprived  a  man  of 
his  reason,  and  led  its  victims  to  spend  their  time  and  money 
with  convivial  companions  at  the  taverns  or  elsewhere.  Many  a 
man  lost  his  farm  because  the  fruit  of  his  labor  went  for  strong 
drink.  Intoxicating  drink  was  responsible  for  the  loss  of  several 
lives  in  Bristol.  Two  men  were  drowned  in  Newfound  river 
while  intoxicated ;  several  were  drowned  in  the  Femigewasset 
from  the  same  cause ;  while  rum,  bought  at  a  tavern  in  Bristol, 
caused  the  death  of  a  briglit  boy  living  on  the  New  Hampton 
side  of  Uie  Feniigewasset,  who  was  compelled  by  an  intoxicated 
father  to  drink. 

Among  the  first  settlers  in  New  Chester,  cider  was  almost 
unknown,  but,  as  apple  orchards  appeared,  vast  quantities  of  it 
were  made,  and  it  became  an  every-day  beverage.  In  extreme 
cases,  as  many  as  forty  barrels  have  been  placed  in  the  cellar  for 
the  year's  use  of  a  single  family.  For  many  years,  cider  was 
hardly  considered  an  intoxicating  beverage,  although  its  use  has 
always  been  a  great  curse  to  tlie  people.  In  later  years,  its  use 
has  largely  decreased.  It  is  now  ahiiost  entirely  confined  to  a 
few  cider  topers. 

Not  only  did  all  the  taverns  in  town  keep  spirituous  liquors 
for  sale,  but  every  store  kept  them,  and  vast  quantities  were 
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sold. '  There  was  no  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  course. 
When  the  evils  of  the  traffic  were  first  agitated,  even  the  ptilplt 
were  divided  oti  the  subject,  and  those  who  had  the  courage  of 
their  convictions  were  denounced  for  advocating  strange  doc- 
trines. In  1823,  when  Solomon  Cavis  ojiencd  liis  store  in  Itrislol, 
he  had  painted  on  his  window  .shntlcrs,  "Unni,  Clin.  Itraiidy, 
Wine,  utc. "  I^aler,  Mr.  Cavis  attendctia  lecture  in  which  the 
evils  of  the  drink  habit  were  portrayed  iu  vivid  colors.  At  the 
close,  the  speaker  asked  all  who  agreed  with  liim  to  rise.  Mr. 
Cavis  was  the  first  to  respond.  The  next  morning,  a  coating  of 
paint  was  spread  over  the  lettering  on  his  shutters,  and  no  more 
intoxicating  drinks  were  sold  at  his  store.  Other  traders  fol- 
lowed his  example,  till  finally  the  traffic  disappeared  from  the 
stores,' 

Gov.  Berry  told  this  story :  There  was  one  member  of  the 
Methodist  church,  Richard  Wentworth,  who  used  to  be  seen 
daily  at  Bartlett's  store  drinking  and  treating  his  friends.  One 
day,  Mr.  Berry  expostulated  with  him  on  the  sin  he  was  com- 
mitting. "Well!"  said  the  brother,  "If  you  think  it  is  your 
duty  to  talk  to  me,  you  do  just  right,  but  I  shall  keep  on  drink- 
ing just  the  same."  He  did,  and  became  a  confirmed  drunkard ; 
he  was  expelled  from  the  church,  but  he  afterward  rcforjncd. 

Orgnniited  work  in  (he  lcm)H.Tauce  cause  iu  Itrislot  dales 
from  1830.  Sept.  15,  of  that  year,  "some  of  the  inhabitants  ol 
Bristol,  beholding  with  pain  and  grief  the  deadly  effects  and 
ravages  of  intemperance,  met  agreeable  to  notice  .... 
at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  meeting-house  and  organized  them- 
selves into  a  society  called  The  Bristol  Temperance  Society.  " 
Rev.  J.  B.  H.  Norris  was  chosen  president ;  Dr.  Samuel  Smith, 
vice-president;  Col.  N.  S.  Berry,  William  I,.  Chase,  and  Jacob 
N.  Darling,  committee.  The  declaration  of  principles  was  em- 
bodied in  these  words : 

The  members  of  this  society,  believing  that  the  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors  is,  for  persons  in  health,  not  only  unnecessary,  but  even  hurtful, 
and  that  ttie  practice  is  the  cause  of  forming  inteniperiite  appetites  and 
batiits,  and  that  while  it  is  continued  the  evils  of  intemperance  can  never 
be  prevented,  do,  therefore,  agree  that  we  will  abstain  from  the  use  of 
distilled  spirits  except  as  a  medicine  in  case  of  bodily  infirmity ;  that  we 
will  not  allow  the  use  of  tlioiii  in  niir  families  nor  provide  them  for  the 
eutertuinuient  of  our  friends  or  for  persons  in  our  employment  and  that 
in  all  suitable  ways  we  will  discountenance  the  lue  of  theui  in_.tlie  com- 


'  The  autlior  once  heard  I,evt  Bartlett  tell  this  story ;  "  On  one  occa- 
aion,  when  I  was  a  boy,  my  father  had  been  without  mm  In  his  store  for 
a  week  or  more,  and  jugs  were  left  to  be  filled.  When  a  hogshead  of 
rum  had  been  received,  I  sat  down  at  the  faucet  and  did  not  rise  till  I  had 
drawn  the  whole  out  at  retail. " 

■Gov.  N.  S.  Berry  used  to  say  that  sixty  bogheads  of  mm  were  sold 
nt  Itiirllelt'H  store  in  am;  yinr. 
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Any  one  siiltscribJiig  lo  the  constilnUoii  1>ecntiie  a  mem- 
ber, and  duritie  the  next  lour  years  over  three  hundred  affixed 
their  names.  This,  like  all  subsequent  movements  alou^  this 
line,  swept  in  many  who  had  not  sufficient  moral  stamina  to 
keep  their  good  resolutions,  and  opposite  some  names  were 
written  the  words  "expelled,"  or  "violated  his  oath,"  while 
in  one  case  the  record  reads  "drowned  htmselC  white  drunk." 

The  work  of  this  society  evidently  resulted  in  improving 
public  sentiment  coucerning  the  evils  of  intemperance.  Lec- 
tures were  Riven  and  conventions  held.  A  Grafton  County  con- 
vention was  held  at  I'lymouth  Sept.  27,  iS.'jft.  The  delegates 
(rom  the  Bristol  society  were  Rev.  John  Winter,  Dr.  Jacob  S. 
Raton,  Col.  O.  V.  Kowler,  Col.  N.  S,  Ilerry,  Rev.  Matthew  New- 
liall,  S.  H.  Stevens,  Ksq.,  Col.  John  S.  Bryant,  Joseph  Moore, 
Samuel  T.  W,  Sleeper,  Esq.,  and  Richard  H,  Sawyer.  After  a 
few  years  of  prosperity  and  usefulness,  this  society  ceased  to 
exist. 

lu  1842,  the  WaRhiugtoninii  movement  reached  Bristol,  and 
a  total  aljstinence  society  was  orgaui;(ed  in  the  Congregational 
church  Feb.  22,  of  that  year.  This  society  was  called  the 
Bristol  Washington! an  society,  and  its  members  subscribed  to 
the  following 

PLEDGE 
We  a^ree  to  alMtaiii  from  nil  iiitoxicntiiifr  liqnorB  as  a  dijtik  and 
proiiiido  lliiil  wc  will  not  niiiiitifiiclitix'  (ticm  or  Iriillic  in  llivni ;  Ihut  wc 
will  not  runiisli  thtiu  as  h  drink  to  frii'iids  or  to  persons  in  our  euiploy- 
inciit ;  and  that  in  all  suitable  ways  we  will  endeavor  to  promote  the  total 
abstinence  from  theui  as  a  beverage,  as,  in  onr  opiniou,  the  only  sure  way 
to  reclaim  the  (alien ;  to  remove  temptation,  and  to  hand  down  the  bless- 
ing of  tetnpcTance  to  geuerationa  to  come. 

This  pledge  was  signed  by  one  hundred  and  fifteen  persons, 
and  more  names  were  added  later.  The  first  officers  of  the  ' 
society  were:  President,  Samuel  H.  Stevens;  vice-president, 
M<)<xly  C.  Sawyer;  secretary,  Josiah  Minot;  executive  com- 
mittee, Jacob  S.  liatou,  William  L.  Chase,  and  S.  S.  Worthing. 
The  Washingtouian  society  worked  along  the  same  lines  as 
did  its  predecessor,  striving  to  cultivate  public  sentitneiit.  All 
its  meetings  were  public,  and  at  each  the  subject  of  intemper- 
ance was  discussed,  sometimes  with  a  (onnal  subject  with 
speakers  assigned  on  both  sides,  and  frequently  with  lectures  by 
clcrgyuien  and  others.  Among  the  jtarticipatits  were  nearly  all 
the  strong  men  of  the  town,  including  Dr.  J.  S.  Katon,  Dr.  M, 
C.  Sawyer,  Jasiah  Minot,  Esq.,  Samuel  H.  Stevens,  Hsq,, 
Richard  II.  Sawyer,  William  L-  Chase,  Rev.  Reuben  Dear- 
born, Rev.  H.  H.  Hartwell,  S.  S.  Worthing,  Robert  Smith, 
Esq.,  Jacob  N.  DarHng,  Warren  White,  Levi  Bartlett,  William 
F.  L^wis,  Rev.  Daniel  O.  Morton,  Daniel  S.  Smith.  Ichabod  C. 
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Bartlett,  Reuben  C.  Bean,  Solomon  Cavis,  Col.  Oscar  F.  Fow- 
ler, N.  C.  Greenough,  Henry  Wells,  Rev.  Walter  Sleeper,  Dea. 
William  Green,  and  Frederick  Bartlett,  Ksq.  The  subject  of  dis- 
cussion Feb.  22,  1848,  was.  "Resolved,  That  rumselleis  should  be 
held  legally  responsible  for  the  damage  their  traffic  brings  upon 
society."  This  was  discussed  by  Frederick  Bartlett,  Jeremiah 
Johnson,  and  Dr.  M.  C.  Hoyt,  on  the  afRrmative,  and  by  Dr. 
Katon,  Dea.  Green,  and  Rev.  Caleb  S,  Beede,  on  the  negative. 
Other  speakers  followed,  including  Rev.  L.  C.  McCurdy,  and 
and  N.  B.  Bryant,  Esq. 

In  May,  1843,  a  paper  was  passed  through  the  community 
to  receive  the  signatures  of  those  favoring  the  enforcement  of 
the  law,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  signatures  were  obtained. 
Francis  Kidder,  Dr.  Katon,  Solomon  Cavis,  James  Minot,  and 
Warren  White  were  elected  a  committee  to  take  such  measures 
as  they  thought  best  to  suppress  the  traffic  in  Bristol. 

The  following  is  a  record  made  of  one  meeting : 

Dr.  Baton,  O.  P.  Fowler,  N.  B.  Biyant,  Dt,  Hoyt,  and  many  othen 
m^e  remaiks  and  so  pointed  that  every  one  present  could  not  help 
knowing  that  "a  man  in  the  wall"  should  be  made  to  know  what  cstlinii- 
Hon  the  people  of  thia  place  hold  of  him,  and  the  following  resolution 

Jiesolved,  That  the  nieinlierB  of  a  tempcniiici;  aodet)r  ftisenililMl  on 
the  23Hd  of  rebrnnry,  1851,  iu  itriatol,  look  iii>oii  the  biminesii  uud  pliici: 
of  William  Chaae '  as  a  public  nuiaance  dttaerrlng  and  receiving  the 
condemnation  of  the  honest  citizens  of  this  place. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  ;  and  N.  B.  Bryant,  Dr.  Eaton  and  J.  T. 
Kendall  were  chosen  a  committee  to  investigate  the  "hole  Id  the  wall"* 
anid  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  women  were  early  active  workers  in  tlie  temperance 
cause  in  Bristol.  In  March,  1842,  the  "I^adies'  Appeal"  was 
circulated  through  the  community,  and  Oct.  22,  1843,  "Miss 
Parker"  gave  a  lecture  that  was  attended  by  a  large  audience. 
"This  lecture,"  says  the  record,  "was  one  of  the  most  powerful 
ever  delivered  in  our  ball."  Iu  1848,  a  Woman's  Union  was 
organized. 

Oct.  4,  1848,  a  division  of  the  Sous  of  Temperance,  a  secret 
organization,  was  formed  in  Bristol.  It  had  a  vigorous  exist- 
ence that  lasted  several  years  and  accomplished  nuich  gootl. 
Its  meetings  were  held  in  a  hall  in  the  attic  of  White's  block. 
The  Temperance  Banner  had  one  hundred  and  twenty  sub- 
scribers in  town.  In  1866,  this  organization  was  succeeded  by 
the  Good  Templars,  who  continued  the  work.  About  1878, 
came  the  Reform  Club,  which  was  more  of  a  citizen's  movement. 

'This  name  should  not  be  mistaken  for  that  of  William  L.  Cliase. 

'This  "bole  in  the  wall"  was  a  low  saloon  kept  by  William  Chase  in 
the  basement  of  a  building  that  stood  near  the  west  side  drug  store. 
The  entrance  was  by  stairs  on  north  side. 
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It  livUI  ils  meetings  in  public  niul  nroiiscd  miicli  public  ;;eal. 
Vast  iiiniibers  of  drinking  men  were  inflnenced  by  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  honr  to  tnke  the  pled^re.  At  one  meeting,  held  at 
the  town  ball,  when  speakers  from  abroad  were  present,  as 
many  as  fifty  liabitual  drinkers  affixed  tbeir  names  to  the 
pledge.  This,  like  all  other  movements,  served  its  time  and 
accomplished  good,  though  most  of  the  habitual  drinkers  drifted 
back  to  their  old  habits. 

The  Reform  Club  movement  was  succeeded  by  the  Christian 
Temperance  Union  which  was  continued  for  several  years.  One 
Sunday  evening  in  each  uionlh,  union  temperance  services  were 
held  in  the  town  ball  at  which  addresses  were  given  by  the 
resident  clergymen  and  others.  Like  the  work  of  all  its  prede- 
cessors, the  work  of  the  union  was  along  the  line  of  moral 
suasion,  serving  to  keep  the  liquor  traffic  under  the  ban  of  pub- 
lic condenniation  and  helping  to  deter  the  young  from  con- 
tracting tlie  drink  habit.  Tjie  enforcement  of. the  law,  which 
has  l>een  effected  from  time  to  time,  has  served  to  check  the 
traffic  and  thus  accomplish  some  good ;  but  this  step  has  been 
the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 

The  town  early  took  a  stand  against  licensing  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  drinks.  In  1843,  the  vote  was  fifty-one  for  license 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-five  against.  In  1847,  and  for  many 
years  later,  there  was  a  vote  each  year  to  instruct  the  selectmen 
to  prosecute  all  violations  of  the  liquor  law,  and  each  year  the 
selectmen  licensed  s<nnc  one  to  sell  spirituous  licjuors  for  medi- 
cinal, mechanical,  and  chemical  puri>oscs,  and  for  the  com- 
nienH>ration  of  the  I,ord's  Sup|x:r.  In  1848,  on  the  qncslioii, 
"Is  it  expedient  that  a  law  lie  enacted  by  the  Genera!  Court 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  wines  and  other  spirituous  liquors  except 
for  chemical,  medicinal  and  mechanical  purposes?"  the  vote 
stood,  affirmative,  one  hundred  and  forty-two ;  negative,  thirty- 
two. 

At  the  annual  town  mcctinf;  in  1A71,  Rev.  Silos  Ketchum 
presented  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

Whertax,  We,  the  citizens  of  Driatol.  hnve  had  ample  opportunity 
to  know  titiit  tlie  promiscuoiia  and  illegal  sale  of  intoxicatiii);  liquorn  is 
(ilwnys  detrimi^tal  to  the  peace,  good  order  and  luornl  repututioii  uf  our 
town ;  Hiid 

Whereaa,  We  arc  anxious  that  our  citizens  should  be  preventeil  and 
mir  j-iinuK  ntoi  rcitlriiiiii-d  frinn  )nU'ni])<-nuic(.-  niid  ilH  ili-nlruelive  cniiRc- 
(jitenecK  ;  Iheretore, 

Hesolved,  'i'lint  it  is  the  opinion  and  inorul  sentiment  of  this  town 
tKpri'iisi.'<l  in  n  kind  and  courteous  iniinner,  tlint  every  citizen  shoidd 
iibMuin  from  the  illegid  side  o(  intoxicating  liquors  under  any  and  all 
circutu stances,  after  tlie  town  has  provided  for  the  legal  sale  thereof. 

It  was  also  voted  that  the  enforcement  of  the  liquor  law  be  left 
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with  the  selectmen,  and  that  the  selectmen  appoint  one  or  more 
liquor  agents,  if  it  cost  $1,000. 

In  1873,  the  town  instructed  its  representatives  to  use  their 
influence  for  the  passage  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  ale, 
beer,  and  cider. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1889,  the  voters  of  the 
town  were  to  vote  for  or  against  seven  amendments  proposed  by 
the  constitutional  convention  of  January,  i88g,  one  of  which 
prohibited  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  At 
this  meeting,  a  delegation  of  ladies,  consisting  of  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Patterson,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Nealy,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Berry,  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Musgrove,  Mrs.  G.  H.  White,  and  Mrs.  A,  M.  Draper,  asked  to 
be  admitted  to  the  hall  and  present  a  petition.  They  were  ad- 
mitted, and  they  occupied  a  place  on  tlie  platform,  when  Mrs. 
Patterson  read  the  following  petition : 

To  tbe  TOten  of  Brijtol : 

We,  the  nnderaietied,  tbree  hnndred  and  five  women  of  Bristol,  to 
whom  the  welfare  of  our  homes  is  dear,  and  whose  interesta  are  bound 
up  in  them,  believlue  strong  drink  to  be  the  direct  enemy  of  the  home 
in  New  Hampshire,  bringing  poverty,  wretch eiliiess,  iiiut  crime  into  it, 
dolieaeech  you,  who  hold  the  power  of  franchise,  to  jtrotect  our  homes 
by  voting  "yea"  o»  the  great  tempernticc  question  this  diiy  presented  to 

This  movement  of  the  ladies  did  not  have  the  desired  effect, 
sixty-six  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  in  the  negative.  The  vote  in  Bristol  was  a  representative 
one,  the  amendment  not  being  approved  by  the  voters  of  the 
state. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the 
freedom  with  which  liquors  were  sold  and  used  caused  Bristol  to 
be  called  "Sodom"  and  "Hell's  Half  Acre."  Then  came  a 
change  in  the  character  of  the  place.  Public  sentiment  drove 
the  traffic  into  obscurity,  stripped  it  of  its  respectability,  and 
greatly  lessened  the  amount  used.  For  fifty  years,  there  has 
not  been  an  open  bar  in  the  place,  and  although  the  blighting 
curse  of  strong  drink  has  been  seen  all  the  time,  but  few,  if  any, 
towns  in  the  state  have  suffered  less  than  Bristol,  and  few 
to-day  occupy  a  more  advanced  position  ou  the  question  of 
temperance. 
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THE  TOWN'S  POOR 


Am  1  ]af.y  vr  cruxy  ?  a 


In  the  support  of  the  poor,  the  same  customs  prevailed  iti 
New  Chester  and  Bridgewater  as  in  other  towns  of  the  state  dur- 
ing the  same  period.  There  may  have  been,  formerly,  the 
same  kindly  sympathy  for  those  dependent  upon  the  town  for 
supl>ort,  and  the  same  generous  treatment,  according  to  the 
tnc.ins  of  the  |>coplc,  as  now ;  but  some  of  the  customs  of  the 
piist  sceiu  harsh  and  unfeeling,  compared  with  more  modern 
usage.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  during  the  firat 
fifty  years  after  the  settlement  of  New  Chester  the  people  were 
extremely  poor.  Very  many  of  the  settlers  brought  with  them 
no  means  except  a  few  household  goods,  and  sucli,  in  case  of 
misfortune  or  indolence,  were  liable  to  become  public  burdens. 
This  state  of  affairs  existed  in  all  the  new  settlements  of  the 
state,  and  was  rcsi»on.sil)lc  for  the  passage  o(  the  lnw  allowing  the 
selectmen  to  prevent  any  i>erson  gaining  a  legal  residence,  by  a 
process  called  "warning  out  of  town,"  in  which  the  selectmen 
issued  a  wctrranl  commanding  the  person  named  to  leave  town 
forthwith,  which  warrant  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  constable, 
who  served  it.  In  some  towns  it  was  the  custom  to  serve  this 
notice  upon  all  new  comers,  lest,  by  chance,  some  might  become 
public  cliarges.  Even  well-to-do  people  were  not  exempt  from 
this  strange  greeting — a  legal  wanting  to  leave  town.  The  cus- 
tom of  serving  this  notice  upon  all  was  never  in  vogue  in  New 
Chester  or  Bridge  water. 

The  first  authentic  record  of  this  "warning  out  of  town" 
process  being  served  in  New  Chester  was  on  "Col."  Tom 
Fuller,  soon  after  he  came  to  town,  in  1780.  "Col."  Tom  had 
made  an  honorable  record  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  serving 
several  years  as  a  private ;  but  when  he  came  here,  he  was  poor 
and  was,  therefore,  warned  out  of  town.  He  continued  to  re- 
side here,  however,  until  1819,  when  he  died,  without  having 
once  calle<l  on  the  town  for  aid.  In  1853,  the  town  erected  a 
nmrhle  tablet  to  mark  his  last  resting-place. 

Not  only  was  it  the  custom  to  warn  all  the  poor  who  had 
not  gained  a  residence,  to  depart  from  the  town,  but  sometimes 
the  poor  were  carried  bodily  beyond  the  limits  of  the  town  and 
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left  either  in  the  town  where  they  were  snpposed  to  belong,  or 
somewhere  else.  In  ^^^^,  New  Chester  paid  Thoniaii  Kuwell 
twenty  shillings  for  carrying  a  poor  family  to  Andover;  and,  in 
1790,  Bridgewater  voted  to  allow  Chase  Fuller  three  shillings 
(or  carrying  Dorothy  Clifford  from  the  town. 

Among  the  charges  of  Carr  Hiise,  as  one  of  the  selectmen  in 
1793,  was  ail  item  for  traveling  to  the  western  part  of  the  town 
"to  see  if  Molly  Clark  had  been  legally  warned  out  of  town." 
The  case  of  this  poor  woman  was  peculiarly  sad.  She  had  come 
from  Hampstead,  but  whether  as  a  widow  or  the  wile  of  a  poor 
settler,  is  not  known.  She  may  have  been  a  relative  ol  John 
Clark,  or  the  widow  of  John  Clark,  Jr.,  two  Kevolulionary  sol- 
diers from  New  Chester,  both  of  whom  came  from  Hampstead. 
We  simply  know  thai  she  and  her  two  children  had  become 
paupers.  The  warrant  for  a  town  meeting  held  Aug.  7,  1793, 
included  the  following  articles  : 

ad  To  ace  What  Method  the  Town  will  take  with  Molly  Clark  and 
her  two  Children,  which  have  bceu  Sent  to  the  Town  of  Hampstead  by  a 
Warrant  for  Support  which  they  Refuse  to  do. 

31!  to  Sec  whnt  Sum  of  Moiii-y  IUl-  Town  will  Vote  to  Rniae  this  year 
to  Defray  towu  Charges  as  tiieru  is  likely  to  he  u  Dispute  with  tile  town 
of  tlanipsteail  and  the  town  of  New  Chester  of  which  town  sliatl  Siil>l>OTt 
the  siiid  Molly  Chirk 

At  this  town  meeting  it  was  voted  10  raise  nine  pounds  to  meet 
the  current  expenses  of  the  town  the  ensuing  year,  but  there  was 
evidently  a  feeling  that  the  towu  might  be  legally  holden  for  the 
support  of  Molly  Clark,  as  is  seen  by  the  following  action  of  the 
town ; 

A  vote  was  put  to  see  if  the  town  of  New  Chester  Woould  llring  Molly 
Cliirl:  buck  from  lluiii|>(itead  to  NewClie»tur  and  support  her  if  she  stood 
in  need  and  Voteil  not  lu  Itriug  her  kick. 

Voted  to  pay  all  the  coats  that  sliould  arise  against  New  Clieater  if 
Hampstead  should  get  the  cuae  and  sliould  beat  New  Chester  on  the  ac- 
count of  Molly  Clark. 

Upon  investigation,  it  probably  appeared  that  this  family  had  a 
legal  residence  in  New  Chester,  as  the  selectmen  paid  the  l)oard 
of  one  of  the  children,  Jonathan,  while  in  Hampstead,  and  made 
a  contract  with  Jacob  Rowell,  of  New  Chester,  to  take  this  boy  as 
an  apprentice.  The  agreement  was  ratified  by  the  town  at  a 
meeting  held  Nov.  3,  1 794,  in  the  following  vote : 

Voted  to  g:ive  Jacob  Rowell  thirty  Dollars  to  Take  Jonathan  Clark, 
son  of  Molly  Cliirk,  a  poor  Itoy,  which  the  Town  of  New  Chester  is 
Charged  will'i  the  ninintaiuance  of  which  is  to  be  l>oniid  to  the  Siiid 
Rowell  and  the  said  Rowell  is  to  give  Siiid  Hoy  u  Clmiice  to  leurn  the 
Ithickslnith'a  Trade  if  he  is  Ciipable  of  learning  it  &  he  is  to  give  Sd  Roy 
two  suits  of  ClolliCM  when  lie  iirrives  at  tin:  age  of  twenty  one  ye:ira  and 
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:  SulTidciit  to  keep  «  Tradesman 

This  boy  worked  for  his  master  fourteen  years  or  more,  after 
which  we  learn  of  him  as  a  runaway,  and  the  following  adver- 
tisement appeared  in  the  New  Hampshire  Patriot : 

ONS  DOLLAR  RKWARD. 
Run  away  from  the  subscriber,  au  apprentice  boy  by  the  name  of 
Jonntlinn  Clnrk,  nRed  i8.  lie  had  on  wlicn  hi;  went  nwny  a  dnrk  cotortrd 
8(H;nci;r  mid  ]iiiiitalt>oiia  — of  a  liKlit  conipk-xiou,  — about  5  feet,  i  inch 
Iiigb.  Wlioever  will  return  the  above  named  boy  ahall  receive  the  above 
reward.  This  ia  to  forbid  all  persons  barboring  him  or  trusting  him  on 
my  account. 

Jacob  Rowell. 
New  Cheater,  May  19,  1809. 

Molly  Clark  was  Itrought  back  to  New  Chester,  but  whether  by 
the  olTicers  of  this  town  or  by  those  of  Hampstead  does  not  ap- 
pear. The  atmosphere  of  the  town,  however,  was  evidently  un- 
congenial, and  she  moved  across  the  Hue  into  Bridgewater.  But 
this  action  did  not  end  the  poor  woman's  troubles.  The  authori- 
ties of  Bridgewater  were  quite  as  relentless  as  were  those  of  New 
Chester,  and  she  was  carried  bodily  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
town.  At  the  next  town  meeting,  it  was  "Voted  to  allow 
Samuel  Heath  ten  shillings  on  his  father's  account  for  carrying 
Molly  Cliirk  oul  of  town  and  Ijciit.  Ik-njiiiniti  h^ninoiis  j^  Cliiisc 
Fuller  two  shillings  each,"  for  assisting.  As  a  redeeming  fea- 
ture in  this  dark  picture,  we  find  the  following  vote  on  [lie 
Bridgewater  records:  "Voted,  to  allow  Moses  Webster  $4.50 
for  keeping  and  nursing  a  woman  and  child  two  weeks." 

The  case  of  Molly  Clark  was  probably  the  last  where  ex- 
treme measures  were  taken  to  rid  the  town  of  those  lor  whose 
support  it  supposed  itself  not  legally  holden.  Soon  afterwards 
commenced  the  custom,  which  prevails  to-day,  of  promptly  as- 
sisting the  poor  as  they  might  need,  and  of  leaving  for  subse- 
quent decision  the  question  as  to  which  town  or  county  was 
legally  liable  for  their  support. 

It  was  tlie  custom  here,  as  elsewhere,  to  set  up  the  poor  at 
auction  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  their  support  being  struck 
off  to  those  who  would  keep  them  for  the  smallest  amount 
or  would  pay  the  most  for  their  services.  The  records  of  a  town 
meeting  in  New  Chcslcr,  March  11,  1806,  tell  us  that  "Lydia 
Colby,  a  [xjor  girl  supjrarted  by  the  lowu,  was  set  up  and  struck 
off  to  Thomas  Wells,  jr.,  for  ten  dollars  lor  one  year,  he  lo  find 
her  victuals,  drink,  and  lodgings,  and  the  town  lo  find  her  in 
clothes."  The  vote  does  not  tell  us  which  party  paid  the  ten 
dollars,  but  it  would  seeiu  ttiat  Thomas  Wells,  Jr.,  paid  it,  from 
the  fact  that  for  a  long  term  of  years  this  "poor  girl"  was  bid 
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off  in  open  town  meeting  and  brought  the  town  from  $^  to 
$12.50  per  year.  One  year,  she  was  set  up  and  struck  off 
four  times,  once  for  each  quarter.  In  1813,  "Elizabeth  Colby, 
a  poor  girl,  was  struck  off  to  Philip  Wells,  he  to  have  $20  and 
the  town  to  pay  the  doctor's  bills."  "Lient.  Isaac  Colby  and 
wife  were  struck  off  at  $1.80  per  week  to  Samuel  Underhill,  he 
to  have  the  woman's  labor." 

In  1S17,  the  support  of  Susanna  Colby  and  Jeremiah  Quim- 
by,  poor  children,  was  bid  off.  In  the  former  case  the  town 
was  to  pay  ten  cents  per  week,  and  in  the  latter  case  it  received 
thirty-six  cents  per  week  for  the  boy's  labor.  Both  children 
were  to  receive  six  weeks  of  schooling  during  the  year,  and  the 
town  reserved  the  privilege  of  terminating  the  contract  at  any 
time  if  an  opportunity  presented  itself  to  bind  the  children  out 
during  their  niinorily.  The  records  arc  so  wordi;(l  Unit  one  can 
almost  see  these  poor  people  put  upon  the  auction  block  in  open 
town  meeting  and  there  struck  oS.  The  requirement  of  their 
presence  in  town  meeting  was  not,  however,  a  part  of  the  in- 
dignity they  suffered. 

After  the  incorporation  of  Bristol,  the  voters  of  the  town 
followed  the  custom  then  in  vogue  of  putting  up  at  auction 
in  open  town  meeting  the  support  of  its  poor.  This  coutiutied 
till  the  town  purchased  a  fanii  for  a  place  to  care  for  all  its 
pau|>crs.  Increasing  sympathy  was  eonslaiilly  shown  for  llic 
unfortunate  poor,  and  soon  after  the  new  town  came  into  exist- 
ence the  following  vote,  the  fir^t  on  record  in  Bristol  regarding 
the  poor,  was  passed:  "That  the  selectmen  see  that  the  poor 
be  well  and  comfortably  clothed  when  they  go  to  their  new 
places."  March  10,  1829,  it  was  "Voted  that  the  selectmen  get 
at  the  expense  of  the  town  a  new  suit  of  clothes  suitable  to  wear 
to  meeting,  for  Samuel  Tmel  and  I^lijah  Truel,  Samuel  Truel 
was  then  set  up  and  struck  off  to  Levi  Nelson  for  $6.50,  he 
being  the  highest  bidder."  Three  years  later  it  was  voted  that 
Levi  Nelson  keep  the  great  coat,  hat,  and  boots  that  he  fur- 
nished for  Elijah  Truel  and  have  reasonable  pay  for  the  rest  of 
the  clothing.  In  1826,  it  was  "Voted  that  when  Josiah  Fuller 
will  put  his  two  sons  under  the  care  of  the  selectmen  they  may 
render  him  such  assistance  as  they  may  think  proper  for  the 
support  of  the  residue  of  his  family."  Three  years  later  it  was 
voted  "that  Josiah  Fuller  have  $25  for  supiwrting  his  daughter 
provided  he  will  put  out  his  son,  Clark  Fuller." 

In  1832,  the  subject  of  a  town  farm  was  discussed.  Abra- 
ham DoUoff,  Reuben  Emmons,  and  Levi  Nelson  were  elected  a 
committee  to  investigate  the  subject  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

In  1836,  all  the  poor  of  the  town  were  struck  off  to  "Blake 
Fowler  for  $270,  not  including  Doctor's  bills." 

In  1837,  a  second  committee,  consisting  of  Samuel  T,  W. 
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Sleeper,  Levi  Nelson,  and  Joseph  Moore,  was  elected  to  examine 
into  the  advantages  of  a  town  farm.  The  following  year,  the 
committee  reportei,  but  the  town  did  not  act  till  1839,  when  it 
voted  to  purchase  a  farm,  authorizing  the  selectmen  "to  take  a 
part  of  tlie  school  fund  to  pay  for  it,  if  needed,  or  borrow  the 
money."  The  meeting  also  voted  to  support  the  poor  on  the 
(ami.  The  farm  pnrchased  was  that  occupied  for  many  years 
later  by  Henry  C.  Homans,  near  Bristol  Peak. 

The  iK)or-fann  wns  not  a  .sticcess.  It  was  difficult  to  obtain 
the  right  man  to  manage  it,  and  tlie  annual  deficiency  was 
greater  than  the  town  could  afford.  In  1845,  the  town  voted  to 
sell,  and,  the  fanu  was  disposed  of  soon  afterward.  But  the  town 
did  not  return  to  the  old  method  of  disposing  of  the  poor ;  it  left 
the  care  of  the  poor  to  the  selectmen.  In  185 1,  it  was  voted  that 
the  selectmen  be  instructed  to  procure  comfortable  places  for  the 
jKMjr  "though  it  cost  $s  or  $10  more,"  and  that  the  poor  be  sup- 
ported in  town.  Since  this  vote,  the  subject  of  the  town's  poor 
lias  hardly  been  alluded  to  in  town  meeting.  The  selectmen 
have  had  the  entire  charge  of  the  poor  and  the  spirit  shown 
in  the  last  vote  of  instruction  has  since  animated  nearly  or  quite 
all  the  town  fathers.  Consequently,  the  unfortunate  poor  have 
been  aided  in  their  homes  or  given  as  comfortable  homes  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit. 

In  1851,  the  subject  of  a  county  fann  came  lip  for  considera- 
tion by  tlic  town.  The  vote  wa.s  only  nineteen  in  favor  nnd 
sixty-seven  against,  the  objections  to  the  proposed  farm  being 
those  of  increased  expense  to  the  county  and  the  inhumanity  of 
taking  the  poor  from  the  scenes  of  their  old  homes  and  herding 
them  together  under  one  roof.  The  farm  was  established,  how- 
ever, at  Haverhill,  and  Bristol  was  relieved  of  the  care  of  those 
who  had  gained  a  residence  previous  to  a  certain  date.  Since 
then,  town  settlements  have  been  abolished  from  time  to  time, 
so  that  the  larger  part  of  the  poor  have  been,  and  are  now,  sup- 
ported by  the  county. 

In  1867,  on  the  question  "Is  it  expedient  to  abolish  pauper 
settlements  in  town  and  throw  the  entire  support  of  paupers 
upon  counties  t"  the  vote  was,  yes,  twenty-five  ;  no,  ninety-one. 

In  justification  of  the  county  farm  and  the  right  of  the 
county  commissioners  to  take  any  county  pauper  from  his  or  her 
home,  it  may  be  said  that  the  greater  part  of  the  inmates  of  the 
county  farm  are  foreigners  or  imbeciles  who  have  no  home  ties. 
Most  of  tlie  worthy,  intelligent  poor  nre  aided  at  their  own 
homes  or  supi>orted  in  the  community  where  they  naturally  de- 
sire to  remain.  The  tax  lor  the  support  of  the  poor,  both  town 
and  county,  has  been  paid  willingly  by  all  classes  of  the  people. 
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OLUTIONARY WAR 

Tliulmirl  it)  lioly  wlicrc  tliL-y  foitt;1it, 

Ami  lioly  wlicrc  llicy  fi-ll ; 
Pot  by  tticir  blood  that  land  wns  bouglit, 

Tltu  liiml  they  lovul  so  wull. 
Then  glory  to  thut  viiliiint  biiiul, 
The  honored  siivmrs  of  Ihe  liiiul  ! 

— MaeLetlan. 

New  Hampshire  was  organized  into  a  separate  province  la 
January,  1680.  The  first  General  Assembly  met  on  the  i6th 
of  March,  following,  and  at  once  enacted  laws  organizing  the 
militia  of  the  state  — one  company  of  foot  in  each  of  the  towns 
of  Portsmouth,  Dover,  Exeter,  and  Hampton,  one  company  of 
artillery,  and  one  of  horse,  Sucli  were  the  exigencies  of  the 
times  that  an  effective  militia  wns  of  vital  iinjK>rlance  (o  the 
existence  of  the  state. 

The  close  of  the  Seven  Years'  war,  ending  with  the  capitu- 
lation of  Montreal,  in  1760,  found  the  militia  of  the  state 
organized  into  one  regiment  of  cavalry  and  nine  of  infantry. 

This  arrangement  continued  for  some  years;  but,  in  1773, 
when  New  Chester  was  organized,  there  were  twelve  regiments 
in  tile  state.  One  of  these  embraced  the  towns  of  the  soulheni 
part  of  Grafton  county,  and  was  connnanded  hy  Col.  John 
Eeiiton,  o(  I'lynKiiilli.  Col.  I'ViiUin  hail  seen  service  as  a  cap- 
tain in  the  British  army,  and,  when  trouble  arose  between 
England  and  her  colonies,  he  proved  a  tory.  He  went  to 
Portsmouth,  where  he  was  incarcerated  in  jail,  but  was  soon 
after  allowed  to  enter  the  lines  of  the  British  in  Boston,  after 
taking  an  oath  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the  colonies. 

Immediately  alter  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the 
militia  of  the  state  was  radically  modified.  Two  classes  of 
soldiers  were  provided  for  in  every  town — a  training  band  and  an 
alarm  list.  The  training  band  included  all  able-bodied  men  from 
sixteen  to  fifty  years  of  age,  with  certain  exemptions.  The 
alarm  list  included  all  from  sixteen  to  sixty-five  not  included 
in  the  training  bands.  These  were  liable  to  be  called  out  in 
an  emergency.  They  were  mustered  by  their  captains,  and  their 
arms  were  examined  twice  each  year.  The  training  bauds  or 
companies  were  organized  into  regiments.  Each  officer  and  each 
private  soldier  was  to  he  constantly  provided  with  "a  good  fire- 
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nriii,  a  good  raiiinKi,  n  worm,  prinihig-wire  and  brush,  a  bayonet 
fitted  to  bis  gun,  a  scabbard  and  belt  therefor,  a  cutting  sword  or 
tomahawk  or  hatchet,  a  pouch  containing  a  cartridge -lx)x  that 
will  hold  liltcen  rounds  o{  cartridges  at  least,  a  hundred  buck- 
shot, a  jack-knife  and  tow  for  wadding,  six  flints,  one  pound 
of  powder,  forty  leadeu  balls  fitted  to  his  gun,  a  knapsack  and 
blanket,  a  canteen  or  wooden  bottle  sufficient  to  hold  one 
quart."  £ach  town  was  to  keep  deposited  in  a  safe  place  ready 
for  instant  use  a  specified  number  of  spades  or  shovels,  axes 
and  picks.  Kach  company  was  to  muster  eight  tiuicH  a  year, 
including  the  regimental  muster. 

During  the  war,  when  men  were  needed  for  the  army,  the 
Assembly  apportioned  the  number  among  the  several  regiments. 
If  volunteers  were  not  sufficient  to  fill  the  quotas,  the  colonels 
apportioned  the  men  needed  among  the  several  companies, 
whereupon  the  company  commanders  paraded  the  companies 
and  made  drafts. 

In  1774,  there  were  about  forty-fonr  families  in  the  terri- 
tory now  embraced  in  Hill,  Bridgcwater.  and  Bristol.  Nearly 
all  of  these  were  living  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Pemigewasset 
river,  between  the  Plymouth  line  and  Franklin,  a  distance  of 
nineteen  miles.  These  pioneers  were  not,  however,  so  remote 
in  the  wilderness  that  they  were  not  thoroughly  informed  con- 
cerning the  storm  that  was  rising  between  the  colonies  and  the 
mother  country.  On  the  23rd  day  of  July,  1774,  Carr  Hnse  ami 
I'clcr  KIcc|K'r,  the  assessors  o(  the  town,  called  a  meeting  of  "  all 
the  h'ree  holders  and  Inhabitants  ol  the  Town  of  New  Chester 
to  meet  at  the  house  of  Jonathan  Ingalls  in  N.  Chester  on  tues- 
day  the  Twenty  Sixth  day  of  July  at  one  of  the  Clock  in  the 
afternoon.  Firstly  to  Choose  a  Moderator  To  Regulate  Said 
Meeting.  Secondly  when  mett  to  act  upon  the  Correspondence 
paper  as  they  shall  Think  Proper,  Thirdly  to  See  who  will 
sign  the  Covenant  and  who  will  not  and  also  to  act  upon  any 
other  things  that  are  thought  proper  or  Necessary." 

This  meeting  was  held  at  the  time  and  place  sjKcificd,  and 
adjourned  without  action  till  September  20,  following.  Unfor- 
tunately, there  are  extant  no  records  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
ndjonnied  meeting,  and  no  tradition  has  come  to  us  as  to  who  or 
how  many  signed  the  covenant.  This  thing,  however,  is  ap- 
parent all  through  the  war,  that  no  voice  was  rai.sed  in  New 
Chester  against  any  measure  designed  to  aid  those  in  the  field 
or  to  sustain  the  coloiii:il  cause. 

May  2,  '775,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Jonathan 
Ingalls,  "firstly  to  Choose  a  Minlcrator  U)  Govern  Sd  meeting 
Secondly  to  See  what  the  Inhabitants  will  Doe  Conceniing  a 
Slock  of  Ammunition  &  Thirdly  to  See  if  the  town  will  enlist 
any  men  for  to  Stand  Ready  at  a  minutes  warning  &  fourthly  to 
see  if  the  town  will  raise  money  to  buy  a  Stock  of  provisions  for 
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to  keep  as  a  town  stock  as  occasion  may  call  for  and  also  to  act 
upon  any  other  thing  that  Shall  Be  thought  proper  or  necessary." 
At  this  meeting  Abner  Fellows  was  chosen  mcxlerator,  and 
it  was  "  Voted  that  there  should  be  24  four  Dollnrs  &  an  half 
raised  for  to  Buy  a  town  Stock  of  amniiinilioii.  Voted  th:it 
there  should  be  minute  men  enlisted  lor  to  Stand  at  a  minutes 
wanting  in  the  town  of  New  Chester." 

That  the  minute  men  were  enlisted  in  accordance  with  this 
vote,  is  probable;  but  that  the  ammunition  was  secured,  there 
is  reason  to  doubt.  Ammunition  was  difficult  to  obtain,  and  it 
may  have  been  impossible  for  even  the  selectmen,  with  money 
raised  for  the  purpose,  to  find  any  in  the  market  that  could  be 
purchased.  That  this  was  the  case,  seems  more  than  probable, 
for  on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  following,  the  selectmen 
state  in  a  return  made  by  them  that  there  was  not  at  that  time 
more  than  two  or  three  pounds  of  powder  in  town,  and  on  the 
28th  of  June,  1776,  the  following  petition  was  sent  to  the  honor- 
able council  and  house  of  representatives : 

New  Cheater,  June  ye  29th,  1776. 
To  the  Honorable  Colony  Comtnittee 

We  the  Subscribers  bein^  a  Majority  of  the  Selectmen  and  Com- 
mittee of  Siifety  for  the  township  of  New  Clieater  bcin;;  willfng  to  Defend 
ourselves  nnd  fellow  Country  men  to  tlit  Utmost  of  our  I'owcr — lint 
finding  onr  Selves  destitute  in  a  Grct  Measure  of  Arms  and  Aumuitloii 
Humbly  beg  You  would  use  your  Interest  to  procure  About  56  lbs  of 
Powder  and  113  lbs  of  Lead  &  about  150  Flints  and  Fifteen  guns  Which 
We  bind  our  Selves  to  the  Honest  payment  of  ss  Witness  our  hands. 
Abner  Fellows  ] 
Joshua  Tolford 

TliDB  Crawford       [  For  Committee 
Joiiiithun  Iiigulls  I 
Cutting  Kuvor      J 
Kbene/.er  luf^alls     \      Selcetnieu 
IteiiJHiiiIu  limmoiie  f  fur 

Carr  Huse  )  New   Chester. 

On  the  second  day  of  July,  following,  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives voted  to  distribute  a  small  amount  of  powder  to  those 
towns  most  needy,  and,  of  this,  thirty  pounds  were  apportioned 
to  New  Chester.  Abner  Fellows  made  a  trip  to  Exeter  to 
procure  this  powder,  and  the  town  paid  him  one  poinid,  thirteen 
shillings,  two  pence,  and  tliree  farthings  for  his  "journey  and 
expenses." 

The  men  of  this  township  were  anxious  to  bear  their  part  of 
the  public  burdens  in  furnishing  men  for  any  military  organiza- 
tion that  might  be  raised  in  this  part  of  the  state  to  aid  the 
colonial  cause.  This  is  plainly  shown  in  the  following  remon- 
strance, addressed  to  tlie  Committee  of  Safety,  Kxeter  : 
Gentlemen — 
Whereas  it  has  been  Represented  to  us  by  Mr  Abel  Webster  member 
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of  th«  Colony  Confess  for  tlie  Town  of  Plymouth  iu  Uie  County  of 
Grafton,  That  jrour  Uoiiouri  propoa'd  &  ordetol  one  Company  of  Foot  to 
be  Raised  in  the  Connty  of  Grafton,  for  the  Defence  of  the  Country  one 
half  of  Miid  Company  to  be  raiaed  in  the  Towns  Situate  on  Couecticnt 
River  &  the  other  half  on  the  Towni  Situate  ou  the  PemeKiwaBitte  River, 
and  that  the  Order  for  raiaing  said  Company  was  delivered  to  Israel 
Morey  Bsqr  of  Orford  to  he  by  him  communicated  to  said  Webster  &  by 
him  to  be  proportioned  upon  each  River,  Vet  Nevertheless  as  we  Under- 
stand the  saia  Israel  Morey  Eaqr  keeps  said  orders  to  himself  or  from 
this  part  of  the  County  in  order  to  raise  the  whole  of  said  Company  on 
Connecticut  River  as  he  has  had  no  connection,  or  advice  with  aatd  Web- 
ster or  any  other  person  in  this  part  of  the  County  concerning  the  aame 
We  lliurcfon;  tlie  ngcnls  of  the  scvcrnl  Towns  Hereafter  Meutlouc'd  beg 
leave  to  Keuionstiate  to  Vuur  Honors  against  tlie  proceediuga  of  said 
Ksqr  Morey,  conceiving  that  by  his  thus  proceeding  he  has  not  only 
thwarted  the  order  and  advice  of  Congress  or  said  Committee  of  Safety 
but  also  put  this  part  of  the  Conntv  under  a  very  uneaquel  footing  with 
tlie  other  part  in  bearing  the  publlck  charge  in  uot  having  the  priviledge 
in  raising  our  proportion  of  Hen,  We  therefore  desire  your  Hououib 
would  Interpose  in  said  affair  by  pointing  out  to  said  Esqr  Morey  the 
I'lith  of  Justice  and  Gt:iierof<ily  by  ordering  liini  to  Give  up  tlie  orders  to 
this  (Htrt  uf  the  County  to  nilse  liolf  of  siiid  Company  or  otlicrwise  as 
Vonr  Honors  think  proper 
riyiuoiilh  33d  June  1775 

For  Plymouth  Saml  EmenoD 
Runiney  Jonathan  hall 

For  New  Holdernesa  Saml  Shepenl 

For  N.  Chester  Carr  Unse 
Thornton  Ezekiel  EHot 
Cockcrsmouth  Hhenezar  Kendall 

For  Alexaiidme  Jonathan  Caulcys 
Cum])  Ion  Uerslioni  Burbauks 

This  remoiistrance  was  received  by  the  coiumittee,  and  its  con- 
sideration deferred  till  July  i ;  but  there  is  no  record  to  show 
that  it  ever  came  up  for  actiou. 

Town  meetings  were  frequent  during  the  war,  and  only  six 
weeks  after  the  last  mentioned  another  was  held  at  Jonathan 
lugalls's  (June  21,  1775).  Ensign  Peter  Sleeper  was  chosen 
moderator.  "  Carr  Huse  was  Chosen  a  Committee  Man  for  to  go 
to  New  Plyinoutli  To  assist  iu  Chosing  field  officers"  (or  the 
TweUth  Regiment.  The  (ollowiiig  were  chosen  a  Committee  of 
Salety  and  Inspection :  Carr  Huse,  Lieut.  Robert  Forsaith, 
Henry  Wells,  lliomas  Crawford,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Ingalls,  Ensign 
Peter  Sleeper,  and  Andrew  Craige,  with  the  first  named  as 
diaimian. 

The  first  enlistments  from  New  Chester  were  as  early  as  June, 
1775.  At  ihis  <latc,  Nathniiicl  Itnrtlclt,  John  Crawford,  and 
Joseph  Davis  were  in  the  service.  The  latter  appears  on  the 
roil  of  Capt,  Henry  Dearborn's  company  as  from  Plymouth;  but 
the  selectmen  of  New  Chester  nmke  oath  that  he  was  from  New 
Chester  in  claiming  an  abatement  of  poll-taxes  by  reason  of  his 
being  in  the  service.  This  man  served  in  Benedict  Arnold's 
expedition  to  Canada  in  the  fall  of  1775. 
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On  the  23rd  of  June,  1775,  David  Hobart,  David  Webster, 
and  Samuel  Shepard  sent  the  following  communication  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  at  Exeter : 

To  tlie  Committee  of  Safety  appointed  by  the  Colony  of  uew  Hamp- 
shire or  the  Congress  of  said  Colony  —  Gentlemen  whereas  we  are  In- 
formed the  Honoralile  Congress  appointed  that  there  should  he  n  Com- 
pany of  Men  Raised  in  Ihia  County  lor  the  Safety  of  tlie  I'runtier  Towns 
and  aa  part  of  said  Company  is  to  be  Raised  out  of  this  Regiment  we 
would  Recommend  Capt.  Matthew  Thornton  as  a  man  Shutable  we 
Thintc  to  luliat  said  Company  and  a  man  that  we  Can  Depend  upon  in 
the  ^aiteat  Troble  or  Destress  wliich  if  your  Hodoutb  Thought  proper 
to  give  him  orders  for  so  Dowlng  we  Thinlc  that  he  Could  Raise  a  Com- 

Kny  in  a  Short  Time  and  it  would  give  Sattyafaction  to  the  new  Towns 
are  and  oblidge  your  Humble  Eierts. 
Plymouth  June  33  1775  Dnvid    IIol>ert 

David   Webster 
Sanil  Sheperd 

On  receipt  of  this  communication,  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
at  Exeter,  authorized  Capt.  Thornton '  to  raise  a  company  from 
this  section,  and  he  enlisted  forty-three  men.  Among  them 
were  the  following  from  New  Chester:  "Tliomas  Crawford, 
fanner,  age,  26,  enlisted  July  11,  1775;  Jonathan  Crawford, 
farmer,  ngc,  28,  enlisted  July  11,  1775:  Zehediah  Kichanlsnn, 
farmer,  age,  23,  cnlisled  July  11,  1775." 

The  men  enlisted  by  Capt.  Thornton  were  merged  with 
twenty  others  apparently  enlisted  by  James  Osgood,  of  Conway. 
James  Osgood  became  captain;  Matthew  Thornton,  first  lieu- 
tenant; Jotham  Cummings,  of  Plymouth,  second  lieutenant ;  and 
Thomas  Crawford,  of  New  Chester,  one  of  the  sergeants.  This 
company  of  sixty-three  men  became  known  as  Capt.  Osgood's 
Company  of  Rangers.  They  joined  the  Northern  Continental 
army  and  were  discharged  the  last  of  December,  following. 

On  the  ninth  of  September,  1775,  Carr  Huse  and  Robert 
Forsaith,  selectmen,  made  the  following  return  of  the  town : 

Males  under  16     .  .  .  .  66 

Males  16  to  50  not  in  tlie  army  .  .       33 

Males  above  50     .  .  .  .  5 

Males  in  the  army  .  .5 

All  feuiiik-a  .  .  .  .  SS 

Sluvea    .         .  .  .  iioni. — 196 

Number  of  Tirearma  fit  to  use  within  the  town      .         36 
Number  wanting  .  .  11 

All  the  powder  in  town  not  more  than  two  or  three  pounds. 

In  November,  1775,  Peter  Wells  went  to  Winter  Hill, 
Mass.,  and  there  enlisted  for  one  year  in  Capt,  Daniel  Moore's 

'Two  years  later  Capt.  Thornton  was  arrested  for  toryism.  This  was 
Matthew  Thornton  of  Thornton,  and  not  Matthew  Tliortiton  who  was  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  New  Chester. 
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company,  of  the  First  Regiiiictit.  He  served  in  tliis  cuiuiHiiiy 
till  there  was  a  call  for  men  to  enlist  for  three  years,  when  he 
again  enlisted,  this  time  for  three  years  in  Capt.  Amos  Morrill's 
company  of  the  same  regiment,  as  will  be  seen  farther  on. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Jonathan  Ingalls,  Mar. 
'.  1776,  the  following  were  elected  as  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  the  year  ensuing:  Joshua  ToHord,  Thomas  Crawford,  Jr., 
Capt.  Cutting  Favor,  Abner  Fellows,  and  Jonathan  Ingalls. 

John  Clark.  Jr.,  enlisted  in  1776,  in  the  company  of  Capt. 
John  Calfe,  of  Hampstead,  in  Col.  Pierce  Long's  Regiment  as 
John  Clark,  without  the  "junior,"  and  was  credited  to  Hamp- 
stead. For  proof  that  this  man  was  the  same  as  John  Clark, 
Jr.,  of  New  Chester,  the  following  afHdavit  of  his  father,  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  at  Exeter,  is  here  givem : 

I  Jolm  Clnrk  of  New  Clifstcr  in  the  County  of  Grnftoii  and  Stnle  of 
Nl-w  lliiMi]«hiro  Yi.'onciii,  Tiiitilk'tli  &  snilli  — tlint  niy  son  Juliii  Clark 
Juur  of  New  ClivHter  iiforcaiiid  iiftur  he  hud  Hvutl  in  New  Chester  on  or 
about  one  yvat  iliil  in  the  year  1776  lulUt  Iiiuiaclf  to  serve  as  a  Soldier 
for  one  yenrnt  I'oTtsuiODth  under  Capt.  Jolm  Culf  of  HMiipstcad.  That 
iu  the  year  1777  before  laid  year  for  which  fae  Iiilisted  was  expited  the 
Corps  he  belonged  to  beiuc  under  the  Command  of  Col.  Long  was 
ordered  to  march  for  Ticouderoga,  with  which  he  marched.  That  his 
said  son  in  aatd  year  1777  upon  his  said  march  at  No  four  hla  said  yeai 
t>eiuK  about  e:<pired  that  he  had  engaged  for  Inlisted  himself  into  tlie 
Continental  Service  for  tlirec  years  under  an  ofGcer  named  Willard  still 
coiiRidrrine  htnisclf  a  New  Chester  man.  Tluit  after  lie  hod  served 
towariN  two  yciirH  In  mild  hitvIcc'  Ii<j  lidiiK  tlnu  In  the  Army  Inlifllvit 
hinini'lf  during  the  War  &  and  soon  after  Returned  home  to  New  Chester 
aforesaid  (also  coiiBidering  himself  a  New  Chester  man  as  aforesaid) 
wliL-re  he  was  witli  uie  about  three  months  and  iu  May  1779  he  being 
then  (the  said  John  Clark  Junr)  at  home  in  New  Chester  aforesaid  gave 
me  HU  order  to  draw  from  Capt  Favor  the  Bounty  ^veu  by  the  said  New 
Chester  to  such  Soldiers  wliicli  was  six  pounds  in  silver  money  which 
order  the  selectmen  of  New  Chester  has  already  paid  &  stand  ready  to 
pay  any  further  sum  or  sums  that  the  said  town  shall  make  up  to  anch 
soldiers  Iu  Geueral  —  and  further  saith  not 

September  lotli  1781  John  Clark 

Gnifton  SB :  Plyuiouth  September  loth  1781  Then  the  above  Named 
John  Clark  person^ly  appearing  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
obove  Deposition  by  him  subscril>ed  before  me 

Samuel  Bwersoti  Just  Peace 

John  Clark,  Jr.,  was  at  Newcastle  Dec.  7,  1776,  where  he 
v/as  paid  for  two  months'  time,  forty  shillings  per  month ; 
blanket  money,  twelve  shillings ;  wages  and  travel,  five  pounds, 
eighteen  shillings,  eight  pence;  leaving  a  balauce  due  him  of 
three  pounds,  eighteen  shillings,  eight  pence.  He  was  at  Ports- 
mouth Jan.  14,  1777,  where  he  was  paid  two  pounds  for  two 
months'   advance   pay.     He    marched    with    his  company   for 
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Ticonderoga  and,  on  reaching  Charlestown,  as  his  time  of 
service  had  nearly  expired,  he  felt  at  liberty  to  enlist  in  another 
company  for  thee  years.  That  this  was  not  considered  entirely 
regular,  even  for  those  times,  is  seen  from  the  fact  that  his  old 
company  commander  reported  him  as  "  absent "  and  as  luiving 
left  Mar.  17.  His  age  was  stated  to  be  at  that  time  nineteen 
years.  This  man  next  appears  in  Capt.  Harwell's  coni|Miny, 
serving  a  three  years'  enlistment,  and  as  from  Hanipstead,  but 
he  was  returned  and  claimed  by  the  selectmen  of  New  Chester 
as  being  on  its  quota  as  late  as  1783. 

Robert  Crawford  and  John  Craige  were  on  the  roll  of  Capt, 
Abbott's  company  in  Gen.  Stark's  regiment  as  early  as  Febru- 
ary, 1776,  for,  in  April  of  this  year,  they  were  paid  for  the 
months  of  February  and  March.  They  were  at  Fort  George  in 
November,  1776. 

In  answer  to  a  requisition  from  Gen.  Washington,  the 
legislature  of  New  Hampshire  voted,  Dec.  4,  1776,  to  draft  five 
hundred  men  from  the  several  regiments  of  the  state  and  send 
them  at  once  to  take  the  places  of  men  at  Fort  George  and 
Ticonderoga  whose  terms  of  service  would  expire  the  last  day 
of  December,  and  thus  prevent  those  posts  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  regiment  thus  formed  was  com- 
manded by  Col.  David  Gilnian,  of  Pembroke,  Cnpt.  Willinni 
Walker  commanded  one  company,  in  which  were  eighteen  men 
from  David  Hobart's  regiment  of  militia,  including  the  follow- 
ing from  New  Chester,  who  had  enlisted  December  16 :  Sergt, 
Peter  Sleeper,  Jonathan  Crawford,  Josiah  Fellows. 

These  men  were  paid  one  month's  advance  pay  —  three 
pounds;  and  two  pounds,  fifteen  shillings,  for  three  hundred  and 
thirty  miles'  travel.  They  were  enlisted  to  serve  till  March  i , 
unless  sooner  discharged.  It  seems  almost  past  belief  that  men 
should  have  been  euli.stcd  for  so  .short  n  time  for  such  an  iinjKir- 
tant  service,  requiring  so  many  miles  of  travel;  but  such  was 
probably  the  exigency  of  the  times  that  nothing  better  could 
be  done. 

At  a  meeting  held  Mar.  26,  1777,  I,ieut.  Rolwrt  Forsaith, 
John  Mitchell,  Jeremiah  Quimby,  Peter  Sleeper,  and  Reuben 
Wells  were  elected  a  Committee  of  Safety. 

There  were  seventeen  organiiied  regiments  of  militia  iu  the 
state  in  1776.  New  Chester  was  in  the  Twelfth  Regiment, 
commanded  by  Col.  David  Hobart  of  Plymouth.  This  regiment, 
in  March,  1777,  contained  an  enrolment  of  three  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  men,  distributed  among  the  towns  composing 
the  regiment  as  follows:  Plymouth,  ninety-one;  Rumney,  fifty- 
two;  Holderness,  thirty-six;  Campton,  forty-five;  Thornton, 
iifty-four;  Cockennouth,  twenty-eight;  New  Chester,  thirty- 
eight  ;  Alexandria,  thirty-four.  The  enrolment  age  was  from 
sixteen  to  fifty  years. 
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III  ihc  Spring  o(  1777,  nine  men  enlisted  troiu  New  Cliester 
for  tliree  years  or  the  war.  They  were  Joshua  Wilson'  in  Capt. 
Blodgett's  company,  Benjamin  McCalister  in  Capt,  Amos  Mor- 
rill's company,  Robert  Crawford  in  Capt.  Amos  Morrill's  com- 
pany, Corp.  Peter  Wells  in  Capt.  Amos  Morrill's  company, 
Moses  Worthen  iu  Capt.  Benj.  Stone's  company,  John  Cratge, 
all  for  New  Chester;  John  Crawford  and  James  Craige,  for 
Concord;  Sterling  Heath,  in  Capt.  Stone's  company.  These 
facts  are  given  in  a  return  made  by  Col.  David  Hobart,  of  Ply- 
month,  Mar.  6,  1779,  of  the  number  of  men  enlisted  from  hts 
regiment  of  militia  in  answer  to  a  call  for  forty-seven  men  made 
just  previous  to  their  enlistment ;  but  it  will  be  observed  that  he 
made  tlie  return  two  years  after  tlie  date  of  their  enlistmeut  and 
probably  from  memory,  for  be  adds  that  this  return  is  "  as  right 
as  can  be  come  at."  He  does  not  inform  us  what  disposition 
was  made  of  John  Craige,  James  Craige,  and  John  Crawford ; 
but,  from  a  return  made  by  Capt.  l,ivcnnore  of  Col.  Scammel's 
regiment,  it  appears  that  they  served  in  his  company,  that  the 
exact  date  when  all  enlisted  was  Apr.  19,  1777,  and  that  John 
Crawford  died  of  wounds  Oct.  12,  1777. 

Col.  Hobart  also  stated  that  all  these  men  enlisted  from 
New  Chester,  and  that  six  at  least  enlisted  for  New  Chester  and 
two  for  Concord ;  but  he  does  not  place  the  name  of  Sterling 
Heath  *  on  the  quota  of  any  town. 

Col.  Hobart  furnished  but  thirty-nine  men  in  answer  to  the 
call  for  forty-seven,  and  he  names  two  towns  deficient  in  their 
quota,  Alexandria,  five,  and  Holderuess,  three.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  New  Chester  had  made  up  its  quota  in  full  and 
fumislied  two  or  three  men  for  other  towns. 

'JoahUB  Wilson  flrat  enlisted  in  October,  1776,  aa  will  appear  from 
the  followinfc  receipt : ' 

Mount  Independence  October  ye  29th  1776 

1,  Josbua  Wilaon  of  Newboston  have  tnlisted  in  the  Continental  Ser- 
vIk  in  thi;  Room  of  niivi<l  Ritiersoii  of  New  Chester  nuriiie  this  war  aud 
liiivc  Ki'ccivud  Hix  iHiiiLiils  Irftwfiil  Money  pr  me  Josliua  Wilaoii 

The  DepOBition  of  Nason  Cass. 

I  Mason  Ciuw  of  New  Chester  in  tlii;  Coiiuly  of  Grafton  and  State  of 
Newhiinipsliire  yeoiniin  Teslifyeth  iind  saitli  that  in  the  year  1776  iu  tile 
last  of  the  mouth  of  octol>er  or  the  first  day  of  the  month  of  november  I 
waa  with  David  Hnieraoii  Esq'  of  New  Chester  and  Joshua  Wilson  at 
Mount  Independence  and  the  8<l  Willsoii  affreed  with  the  sd  Emerson  for 
to  liiliiit  fur  till'  ))■'  ICiMenuMi  during  (he  witr  in  Conlineiilnl  Scrvin  for  n 
sum  of  Money  bnt  bikve  forjfot  how  much  —  atnl  further  suith  not. 

Ni^w  Chester  October  i?'''  1781  Nasou  Cass 

Sworn  to  before  Corr  Jluse  on  above  date. 

■In  1784,  New  Chester  voted  not  to  pay  Sterling  Heath  any  thing 
for  his  services  iu  the  Coutineutal  army;  but,  in  1786,  it  voted  to  pay 
Samuel  Emerson  fio  to  reimburse  him  for  money  he  had  paid  Sterling 
Heath,  aud  then  voted  Sterling  Heath  the  same  amount. 
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The  summer  of  1777  was  especially  dark  and  gloomy  for 
the  colonies.  It  was  perhaps  the  darkest  hour  in  the  history  oi 
the  war  for  the  eastern  states.  In  June  came  the  news  of  the 
threatened  disaster  in  New  York  state,  and  New  Hampshire 
was  aroused  to  activity.  June  5,  a  company  marched  from 
Plymouth  under  the  command  of  Lt.  Col.  David  Webster  to 
reenforce  the  garrison  at  Ticonderoga.  They  proceeded  as  far 
as  Cavendish,  Vt.,  when  they  met  a  portion  of  the  troops  from 
that  fort  on  the  retreat,  and  therefore  returned.  They  were  in 
service  from  July  6  to  16.  Those  from  New  Chester  were 
Lieut.  Cutting  Favor  John  Bussell 

Gideon  Sleeper  Jonathan  Ingalls 

John  Kidder  Nason  Cnss 

Hardly  had  the  above  party  returned  when  another  alann 
rang  through  the  state.  The  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and 
advance  of  Gen.  Burgoyne  were  threatening  the  subjugation  of 
New  England.  The  situation  was  so  alarming  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  New  Hampshire  issued  a  call,  July  14,  for 
the  legislature  to  convene  on  the  17th.  A  most  depressing 
state  of  affairs  existed.  The  treasury  was  empty ;  the  state  had 
no  money  and  no  means  of  raising  any.  Such  had  been  the 
draught  on  the  state  (or  nieti  and  money  that  it  scciiicd  nothing 
more  could  be  done.  It  was  at  this  critical  time  that  John 
Langdon  made  his  memorable  speech,  when  he  said:  "I  have 
one  thousand  dollars  in  hard  money.  1  will  pledge  my  plate 
for  three  thousand  more.  I  have  seventy  hogsheads  of  Tobago 
mm  which  I  will  sell  for  the  most  it  will  bring.  They  are  at 
the  service  of  the  state.  If  we  succeed  in  defending  our  fire- 
sides and  our  homes  I  may  be  remunerated ;  if  we  do  not  then 
the  property  will  be  of  no  value  to  nic.  Our  friend  Stark,  who 
so  nobly  defended  the  honor  of  our  state  at  Hunker  Hill,  may 
safely  be  entrusted  with  the  honor  of  the  enterprise,  and  we  will 
check  the  advance  of  Burgoyne." 

Such  patriotism  and  eloquence  could  have  but  one  effect. 
The  legislature  promptly  voted  on  the  i^tli  that  one-fourth  of 
the  militia  composing  Gen.  Stark's  brigade,  one-fourth  of  Col. 
Thornton's,  Badger's,  and  Webster's  regiments  of  Gen.  Whip- 
ple's brigade  be  drafted  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Stark  ;  but  such  was  the  patriotism  of  the  men  o(  the  state  that 
a  draft  was  unnecessary.  Swift  couriers  carried  the  news  to 
the  remotest  hamlet  in  the  state  and  fifteen  hundred  men  spnmg 
to  arms.  Two  days  after  the  action  of  the  legislature  in  Exeter, 
Capt.  Edward  Elliott,  of  Thornton,  marched  from  Plymouth 
with  forty-five  men  from  this  section  who  composed  one  com- 
pany of  the  regiment  commanded  at  the  battle  of  Bennington  by 
Col.  David  Hobart  of  Plymouth.  Henry  Hall,  of  Rnniney,  was 
first  lieutenant  of  this  company ;  Daniel  McMurphy,  of  Alexan- 
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dria,  wnssccouil  licutuiaiil;  Uciijaiiiiii  Uiiiiiiotis,  of  New  Chester, 
was  ensign,  and  Thomas  Crawford,  of  New  Chester,  was  ser- 
geant major.  The  privates  from  New  Chester  were  Johathan 
Itigalls,  John  Fellows,  John  Kidder,  John  Bussell,  John  Clark, 
Jonathan  Clifford,  Jonathan  Crawford,  and  Zebediah  Richardson. 

The  troops  rendezvoused  at  Charlestown.  Gen.  Stark  took 
command,  and,  as  soon  as  five  hundred  had  arrived,  pressed 
on  to  Manchester,  Vt.,  where  he  arrived  Aug.  7.  Receiving 
iniomiation  that  the  enemy  designed  to  capture  the  stores  at  Beii- 
ningtou,  he  pressed  forward  and  arrived  there  on  the  ninth.  The 
battle  occurred  on  the  i6th.  Gen,  Stark  had  under  his  com- 
mand about  two  thousand  men.  Of  these,  one-half  were  from 
New  Hampshire,  and  the  rest  from  Vermont  and  Massachusetts. 
Col.  Baum,  with  eighteeiL  hundred  or  more  disciplined  troops, 
advanced  with  confidence  to  the  battle,  but  was  badly  defeated ; 
and  Col.  Ureyniau,  who  came  up  late  in  the  day  with  reenforce- 
niciits,  shared  the  sivmc  (ate.  Col.  llamu  was  niorlally  wounded, 
dying  the  next  day;  and  the  total  h)ss  to  the  enemy  was  two 
hundred  killed,  six  hundred  prisoners,  and  one  thonsand  stand 
of  anus.  Gen.  Stark  lost  fourteen  killed  and  forty-two  wounded. 
Among  the  latter  was  Lieut.  McMurphy.' 

The  result  of  this  most  decisive  victory  was  far-reach- 
ing. It  wonderfully  cheered  the  spirits  of  the  colonists,  and 
was  largely  instrumental  in  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga  In  Oclolwr,  following.  It  was  in  many  respects  one  of 
llic  most  brilliant  victorii:.'!  of  tlie  war,  and  had  a  la.sliiig  influ- 
ence in  sustaining  the  colonics  in  the  long  and  bitter  struggle 
for  independence. 

The  men  from  New  Chester  were  in  the  service  two  months 
and  seven  days,  having  enlisted  July  21,  and  serving  till  Sept. 
27.  Benjamin  Kmmons,  as  ensign,  was  entitled  to  six  pounds 
per  month ;  Thomas  Crawford,  as  sergeant,  to  four  pounds, 
eighteen  shillings ;  John  Bussell,  as  corporal,  to  four  pounds, 
fourteen  shillings ;  privates,  to  four  pounds,  ten  shillings.  They 
wiTC  allowed  tor  .wvenly-si.t  miles  of  travel  to  Charlestown; 
aiullrcnn  Charlestown  to  Ueuniuglon,  and  from  there,  home,  (or 
one  hnndred  and  scvcnly-six  miles  of  travel  at  three  i>ciice  per 
mile.  At  discharge  they  were  each  paid  four  pounds,  teu 
shillings  on  account,  leaving  the  balance  due. 

In  September,  1777,  a  company  of  volunteers,  under  Capt. 
John  Willonghhy,  marched  from  Plymouth  and  the  adjacent 
towns  to  the  assistance  of  the  Northern  army  under  tlie  com- 
mand of  Maj.  Geu.  Gates.  This  company  became  a  part  of 
Col.  Clia-se's  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Geu.  Wliip- 

'  l.tcut.  McMnrphy  was  shot  ttarongb  the  body,  but  lived  till  Oct.  10, 
1788,  wbtu  lie  dieiTiu  tlie  tweoty-nioth  year  of  his  age.  His  Temaina 
ti'Sl  ill  tlie  BuruB  burying-grouad,  just  over  the  line  in  Alexandria. 
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pie.     Those  from  Mew  Chester  in  this  company  were  as  follows : 
Cutting  Favor,  2nd  lieut.         Robert  Forsaith,  ensign 
Can-  Hiise,  sergeant  Nason  Ca5»,  corporal 

Samuel  Wortlien,  corporal  Josiali  Fcllowis 
Joshua  Fletcher 
These  men  were  at  Saratogn  Oct.  10,  1777.  They  were  allowed 
pay  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  of  travel  to  Mancliester,  Vt., 
via  Otter  Creek,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  returning,  at 
three  pence  per  mile.  They  enlisted  Sept,  25,  and  were  dis- 
charged Oct,  28,  having  served  one  month  and  four  days.  Cut- 
ting Favor  was  allowed,  as  second  lieutenant,  eight  pounds, 
two  shillings ;  the  rest  the  same  as  in  the  Bennington  campaign. 
In  1777,  the  following  return  was  made  by  the  selectmen  of 
New  Chester  of  the  amount  of  provisions  on  hand  in  the  town  : 

Flower    Pork    Bntter    Sugar    Cheae 


Sergt.  Can  Hnae,  10  4  o         a             3 

Corp,  Naaou  Cbu,  i>  6  o         a             6 

Corp.  Samuel  Wortlieu,  10  4  005 

Josiab  Fellowa,  10  4  005 

The  alwve  nnmed  were  the  most  prosperous  and  well-to-do 
settlers  in  New  Chester,  and  when  it  is  considered  that  only  six 
families  had  sufficient  provisions  to  report  at  all,  and  that  none 
of  them  had  even  a  pound  of  butler,  and  thot  the  largest  stock 
of  flour  reported  was  only  twelve  pounds,  the  extreme  straight- 
ened circumstances  of  all  these  early  settlers  may  he  seen. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  of  this  year,  the  legal  voters  o(  New 
Chester  again  assembled  in  town  meeting  "To  Cbuse  a  Com- 
mittee For  to  Set  the  Prices  upon  Sncli  goods  and  articles 
as  the  Law  Directs  in  obedience  to  the  Late  Act  passed  Ajtr.  ye 
lOtb  1777  to  affix  and  Settle  in  these  Several  Towns  and  par- 
rishes  what  Such  Goods  and  Articles  Shall  Be  Sold  For."  At 
this  meeting  Carr  Huse,  Nason  Cass,  and  Abner  Fellows  were 
chosen  "a  Committee  For  to  Prise  such  articles  as  are  to  Be 
Bought  and  Sold  in  the  Town  of  New  Chester." 

In  the  early  months  of  1778,  a  regiment  wns  raised  in  New 
Hampshire  by  order  of  Congress  for  nn  ex))c<lition  against 
Canada.  Col.  Bedei  commanded  the  regiment,  and  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Tarlton,  one  company.  In  this  company  were  the  follow- 
ing New  Chester  men,  each  of  whom  enlisted  Feb.  15,  to  serve 
till  Mar.  31 : 

John  Kidder  Josiah  Fellows 

Chase  Fuller  Jonathan  Crawford 

Ebenezer  Ingalls  John  Clark  (Sn) 

In  the  summer  of  1779,  a  regiment  was  raised  in  tliis  state 
for  service  in  Kliodc  Island,  under  the  connnnnd  of  Col.  ller- 
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ciiles  Mooiicy.  Dnvkl  Hobart  was  called  upon  to  funiisli  six 
men,  and  he  sent  five.  One  was  called  (or  from  New  Chester, 
and  a  meeting  was  called  (or  May  3,  at  the  house  of  Abner  Fel- 
lows. One  article  in  the  warrant  was  "To  See  what  Method  the 
Town  will  Take  to  Raise  one  Man  for  the  Continental  army  and 
to  See  if  the  Town  will  Join  with  Alexandria  (or  to  Raise  one 
Man  More  which  is  our  proportion  By  order  of  Col,  Hobart." 
Another  article  was  "To  see  if  the  Town  will  Vote  to  Give  any 
More  Bounty  than  the  Continental  and  State  has  voted  to  Give 
to  those  that  Shall  Inlist  which  is  (or  to  till  up  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Regiment  dnring  the  War."  At  this  meeting,  Capt.  Cut- 
ting Favor  and  Abner  Fellows  were  elected  a  '  'Committee  to  Pro- 
cure one  Man  (or  the  Continental  Servis  During  the  War  and 
to  Joiu  with  Alexandria  iu  Procuring  one  Man  More  for  the 
Continental  Servis  to  Fill  up  the  New  Hampshire  Regiment." 
It  was  "Voted  tliat  the  Town  would  not  give  no  More  than  the 
Conlincntnl  &  State  Bounty  as  a  Bounty  By  the  Town  to  those 
that  Shall  Inlist  in  the  Coiitinentol  Servis." 

John  Kidder  volunteered  to  fill  this  call,  enlisting  July  15, 
(or  six  mouths  in  Maj.  Daniel  Reynold's  company.  He  served 
till  Dec.  26,  following,  when  he  was  discharged.  His  compen- 
sation was  twelve  pounds  per  month.  He  was  entitled  to  a 
bounty  of  ^too ;  to  two  shillings  per  mile  for  travel  out,  and  three 
sitillings  per  mile  for  travel  home,  and  his  snbsistance  amounted 
to  twelve  pounds,  eighteen  shillings;  total  amount  due,  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  {Miunds,  fourteen  ,sliillinKS>  Of  this  the 
stale  paid  forty-four  pounds  at  discharge,  and  the  seleclnieii  of 
New  Chester  paid  him  forty-eight  pounds,  eight  shillings.  The 
large  amount  paid  is  accounted  for  by  the  heavy  depreciation  o( 
the  currency. 

Aug,  16,  1779,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Abner 
Fellows  to  act  upon  the  proposed  plan  o(  government.  The 
record  of  this  meeting  is  brief,  as  follows : 

I'irntly   Abner  Fellows  wns  Clioscii  Moderator  Por  S^  Meeting. 

Secondly  Voted  I'or  Keceiveing  tlio  I'lau  of  Goveruiuent  Exceptmg 
tliree  articles  Firstly  Article  the  Third  in  tlie  Declaration  of  Riglits  and 
also  the  twenty  Second  8c  twenty  Fourth  articles  in  the  plan  of  Govem- 
lueut  Eiglit  Voters  for  it  and  not  one  against  it  this  meeting  is  Dissolved 

As  the  war  progressed,  the  currency  continued  to  depreciate 
and  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  continued  to  advance. 
Further  legislation  was  sought  to  check  the  evil,  and  another 
convention  was  called  to  meet  at  Concord.  On  the  sixth  day  of 
Scptenil»er,  1779,  another  meeting  was  held  at  the  houtfe  ol  Abner 
Fellows,  "Tosco  if  the  People  will  chusc  one  Man  or  More  to  Joiu 
with  the  Convention  that  is  to  13e  held  at  Concord  on  the  twenty 
Second  day  of  this  Instant  September  in  order  to  Regulate  the 
prices  of  Such  articles  as  Sd  Convention  Shall  See  Fit  in  order 
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to  Give  Stability  to  our  Sinking  Currency."  It  was  voted 
to  send  a  man  to  this  convention,  and  Can*  Huse  was  selected. 
The  convention  met  and  considered  the  condition  of  the  cur- 
rency and  made  certain  recommendations  witici]  were  hoped 
would  be  of  some  avail  in  checking  tlie  downward  value  of  the 
currency,  but  to  no  avail. 

On  the  27th  day  of  October,  a  meeting  was  held  in  New 
Chester  to  "See  if  the  Inhabitants  will  Cbuse  a  Committee  to 
State  the  Price  of  Labor  and  all  the  articles  that  Shall  Be 
thought  proper.  To  State  the  prices  to  Be  Taken  for  In- 
holders  and  for  other  articles  that  shall  Be  Thought  Proper 
agreeable  to  a  recommendation  of  the  convention  held  at  Con- 
cord in  this  State  on  September  the  twenty  Second,  1779." 
This  ineetiutr  was  held ;  Ixit  the  volers  o(  the  lowu  cviileiitly 
titought  the  subject  too  difficult  for  them  to  adjust,  and  so,  after 
voting  Carr  Huse  twelve  pounds  for  his  services  in  attending 
the  convention,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

June  16,  1780,  New  Hampshire  voted  to  raise  six  hundred 
recruits  from  the  several  militia  regiments  to  serve  six  mouths, 
or  until  Dec.  31.  The  men  needed  were  apportioned  to  the  sev- 
eral regiments  and  the  captains  were  directed  to  draft  the  num- 
ber called  for,  each  man  refusing  to  go,  to  pay  a  fine  0(^500. 
The  following  were  drafted  from  New  Chester:  "John  Kid<lcr, 
drafted  Jnly  5,  served  till  Ucc.  6 ;  Daniel  Heath,  drafted  July  5, 
served  till  Dec.  6,  age  16." 

The  great  depreciation  of  money  in  those  days  may  be  seen 
again  by  the  fact  that  these  recruits  were  paid  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  pounds  for  6ve  and  one-half  months'  service  ; 
three  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  as  an  allowance  for  "blank- 
ets, &c."  ;  seventy-four  pounds,  eight  shillings,  for  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  miles  of  travel  at  twelve  shillings  per  mile,  a 
total  of  one  thousand  one  hnndred  and  forty-six  jxiunds,  eight 
shillings.  The  town  voted  that  year  to  pay  laborers  on  the 
highway  $15  per  day;  while  three  years  later,  with  a  more 
stable  currency,  it  paid  but  fifty  cents. 

A  meeting  was  held  Mar.  2,  1780,  to  sec  what  the  town 
would  do  to  raise  its  "coto"  of  Continental  men.  It  was  evi- 
dently supposed  at  that  time  that  New  Chester  had  already 
raised  its  fnll  proportion  of  men  for  the  service,  and  iii.stcad  o( 
taking  steps  to  raise  more,  it  was  "voted  that  those  men  tiiat 
have  Listed  &  Gone  out  of  the  town  that  Have  Inlisted  During 
theWarShould.be  Returned  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  or  to 
the  Court." 

Tuesday,  Aug.  16,  1780,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Col.  Peter  Sleeper  for  the  express  purpose  of  seeing  what  the 
town  would  do  to  provide  its  proportion  of  beef  (or  the  Conti- 
nental army,  and  Capt.  Cutting  Favor  was  elected  a  committee 
to  act  with  the  selectmen. 
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May  38,  1881,  a  iiieetiug  was  held  at  the  liouse  of  Col. 
Sleeper  "to  see  if  the  Town  will  Chuse  a  Man  to  Send  to  the 
Convention  that  is  to  Set  at  Concord  on  the  First  Tuesday  of 
June  next  for  the  purpose  of  Laying  a  Permanent  Plan  or  Sys- 
tem of  Government  For  the  Future  Happiness  and  well  Being  of 
the  Good  People  of  this  State."     It  was  voted  not  to  send  any. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  Abner  Fellows's  Aug.  13,  1781,  one 
article  in  the  warrant  was  "to  See  wliat  Method  the  Town  will 
take  to  Collect  their  Qiioto  of  Beef  for  the  Anny  tliis  Present 
year,  and  jdly  to  .se^  wliat  the  Town  will  do  Concerning  the 
Depreciation  of  the  Money  for  the  Beef  last  year."  It  does  not 
appear  that  anything  was  done  at  this  meeting  concerning  the 
depreciation  of  money  for  beef  the  year  before ;  but  the  recur- 
rence of  a  like  difficulty  was  avoided  by  raising  the  tax  this  year 
in  hard  money.  The  amount  of  beef  required  was  3,165  pounds, 
and  its  cost  was  fotir  pence  per  pound. 

On  the  twenty-second  day  of  September,  the  collector  of  beef 
gave  the  selectmen  of  New  Chester  the  following  receipt : 

Received  of  the  selectmen  of  New  Chester  five  Beef  Cattle  for  the  use 
of  the  Continentai  army  weight  By  Estimation  3,310  pounds  iu  part  of  the 
Froportjon  of  Said  Town  for  the  present  year,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  the 
Geueral  Court  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  on  the  a7th  of  January 
last.  P.  Blood, 

Collector  of  Beef  Western  District. 

Another  meeting  was  held  at  Ahiier  Fellows's,  Sept.  18, 
1781,  "To  see  what  Method  the  Town  will  take  to  Provide  their 
Proportion  of  Ruin  to  Supply  the  Army."  At  this  meeting  it 
was  "Voted  that  Peter  Sleeper  should  provide  the  Rum  for  the 
Town  of  New  Chester  which  was  32  Gallons  and  an  half  of  West 
India  Rum,  which  was  our  Proportion."'  This  rum  cost  six 
shillings  per  gallon.  Among  the  items  paid  by  the  town  for 
that  year  were  the  following : 

Allowed  J.icut.  IVttr  Sleeper  tlirve  silver  dollurs  &  ISighteeu  New 
Emission  Uollura  which  was  for  his  time  &  Expenses  to  Portsmouth  & 
haverhill  to  procure  the  Continental  Rum  which  was  the  Towns  Cotoa 
for  1781. 

/       a.    Pence 
Paid  John  Clark,  bounty  for  his  sou  6 

Paid  Gideon  Sleeper  for  beef  15 

I'liid  Ciirr  Hiuie  for  beef  11        19         8 

I'uid  Thotuaa  Crawford  (or  Ijeef  3         15 

'  I'or  BODie  rensoti  tlie  town  furiilalied  more  than  twenty-two  gallons 
of  rum,  an  appears  from  the  following  receipt : 

"Rec'd  of  Selectnieu  of  New  Chester  thirty  three  &  3-4  Gallons  New 
England  Rum  Ueiug  a  tax  on  the  towu  of  New  Chester  agreeably  to  an 
act  of  S'd  State  pased  the  jist  of  August  last  past  Hav"  e  Nov.  1781. 
"Jos'h  wentworth." 
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Paid  Widow  Craig  for  b«ef  6         7        ti 

Paid  Abaer  Fellows  for  beef  4       11         a 
Paid  Benjamtn  Emmons  for  one  day  after  beef  3 

Paid  Nason  Caaa  for  his  horae  to  Exeter  on  town 

buiiuess  3 

Paid  I>Hiiiel  Heath  in  part  for  liis  sons  lervice  to 

CobciH  an  a  soldier  4  5  5 

Puid  for  rum  7         13 

At  the  last  named  tneetin|f,  the  subject  of  the  town's  quota 
again  came  up,  and  oit  this  subject  the  following  votes  were 
passed: 

Voted  David  Emerson,  Esq.,  to  Go  to  Extter  to  Lay  the  Clniiii  for 
the  Town  of  New  ClicHter  for  the  Coiitiiicntnl  Soldii;ra  to  tlic  Comiiiittei: 
of  Safety. 

Voted  David  Emerson  should  have  two  Silver  Dollare  for  his  Servia 
for  going  to  Exeter  which  the  S<l  Emerson  accepted  for  his  Servis. 

The  next  day  David  Emerson  gave  the  following  receipt  for  his 
two  dollars : 

New  Chester,  Sept,  i9tli.  1781. 
Tlien  received  of  Carr  Hiise  twelve  I,M  silver  which  was  in  full  for 
my  sLTvici;  for  going  to  ICuctor  for  ciirryiiig  the  Hi-cciptx  S;  I.nyiiig  in 

the  Claims  for  the  Continental  Soldi     -  '-  "-     ' ''  "    -  ""      ' 

Say  Recclv'd  in  full  pr  Me. 

On  the   17th  of  October  he  gave  the  following  receipt  (or  his 
traveling  expenses: 

New  Chester,  Oct.  17,  1781. 
Then  Received  of  Cnrr  Iluse,  Esq.,  one  [lound  four  Bliillings  1,M  in 
Rilvor  iiml  two  (MHinils   Eight  BliilitngH  in  the  new  EiuinHinu   imuioy 
which  was  for  to  Hear  my  Ex|H:nsui  lo  Exeter  to  Su|>|M>rl  our  L'laiiuH  for 
our  Continental  Soldiers  pr  me.  David  Emerson. 

David  Emerson  went  to  Rxeter  and  there  convinced  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  that  New  Chester  had  furnished  her  full  quota 
of  men  for  the  army,  and  bronght  home  the  following  receipt : 

State  of  New  Hampshire.  In  Committee  of  Safety. 

E«ter,  Oct.  18,  1781. 
These  certify  that  New  Cheater  has  made  to  appear  to  Said  Com- 
mittee that  they  have  their  Number  of  men  in  the  Service  of  the  United 
States  which  was  proportioned  to  them  by  an  act  of  this  State. 

Attest :    Joseph  Pearson,  Secty. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  Abner  Fellows's  Monday,  Mar.  18, 
1782,  the  question  of  the  depreciation  of  the  money  for  the  beef 
purchased  in  1780  again  came  up,  and  a  committee  was  elected 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HBVOLUTIONARY  WAR  1 79 

to  act  witli  tlie  .selectmen  011  this  and  other  matters  in  connection 
with  the  depreciation  o(  the  currency  that  year.  On  the  35th 
of  the  same  month,  this  committee  and  the  selectmen  met  tlie 
l>artics  interested  and  settled  with  all  except  Joshua  Tolfonl, 
wliose  demands  were  reported  as  unreasotiahle.  At  that  meet- 
ing, David  Emerson  was  voted  an  extra  sum  of  one  pound,  three 
shillings,  and  nine  pence  for  his  services  in  going  to  Exeter. 

During  the  progress  of  the  war,  disputes  arose,  as  was 
natural,  between  New  Chester  and  other  towns  as  to  which  was 
entitled  to  the  credit  for  the  enlistment  of  certain  men.  Sterling 
Heath  was  claimed  by  Atkin.son,  John  Clark  by  Hampstead, 
Joshua  Wilson  by  Goffstown,  and  Peter  Wells  by  Chester  and 
Sandown ;  while  it  was  claimed  by  New  Chester  that  all  these 
luen  had  become  actual  settlers  of  New  Chester  before  enlist- 
ment, and,  therefore,  belonged  to  the  quota  of  this  town.  The 
Committee  of  Safety  at  Exeter  gave  a  hearing  on  these  claims 
and  many  others  in  Ihe  state,  and  made  a  report  July  4,  1781. 
The  decision  in  the  case  of  Sterling  Heath,  John  Clark,  and 
Joshua  Wilson  was  in  favor  of  New  Chester  ;  and  at  a  rehearing, 
July  1 3,  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Joshua  Wilson  was  reaffirmed. 
Peter  Wells  was  credited  to  Chester.  In  October,  1781,  the  fol- 
lowing affidavits  were  given  in  this  case,  which  clearly  show 
that  Peter  Wells  belonged  to  New  Chester ; 

The  nepoiition  of  Reuben  Wells 
I  HeiilK-ii  WoUfl  of  Now  CliMtcr  hi  tho  Coiintv  of  Omfloii  niul  Stnte 
of  New  t[iiiii|Kililrt:  yL'Otiiiin  TcxIifycLli  iiiiil  ii]tlUi  llmt  I  wita  ntipoiiiti;il  ])y 
Illy  IIoiioUTtHi  fatliLT  Thoiuaa  Wtlls  duccasd  to  take  care  of  my  IlrotUer 
Peter  Wells  bv  Ilia  Inst  Will  and  Testniueut  &  he  the  sd  Peter  lived  with 
lue  from  tlie  death  of  ray  fatUet  whicli  was  In  the  month  of  March  1^60 
nntill  some  time  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1774  and  tbeu  he  Being  a  mind 
'o  New  Chester  for  to  see  hla  Brothers  and  went  there  to  IWc  by  my 


ler  where   he   tarried  a  Considerable  Fart  of  the  Summer   with   hia 

era  &  then  Returned  to  me  again  wtaeie  he  staid  principally  with 

itill  towards  the  middle  of  the  month  of  november  next  folIowinE 

"ill 


Brothera  &  then  Returned  to  me  again  wtaeie  he  staid  principally  with 

Jie  month  of  november  next  folio 
&  tlicii  I  moved  up  to  New  Chester  &  left  Puter  with  my  Brotlier  Sniii' 


Wells  iiiilill  some  liiii<;  in  the  wiiiler  1775  niid  tlii:n  he  caiiiL'  up  to  New 
Chester  where  he  lived  uiitill  the  l.<ast  of  the  Mouth  of  October  Except- 
ing once  he  went  down  to  Sandown  to  see  his  Brother  where  he  Tarried 
but  a  Fiew  days  and  then  Returned  to  tue  again  at  New  Chester  and  in 
tlic  lost  of  October  next  following  he  went  down  to  Sandown  and  tarried 
tlieir  but  a  short  time  and  tlien  went  down  to  Winter  hill  and  Inlisted 
lilni  self  into  the  servia  and  was  in  the  Scrvis  uutill  orders  came  out  for 
men  to  Inlial  for  three  years  or  during  the  war  and  then  he  Inlisted  him- 
self into  the  Coiitinentnl  Servis  for  three  years  or  during  the  war  for  the 
Town  of  New  Cheater  mid  was  mustered  for  New  CliestLT  as  he  told  me 
when  he  cniiie  home  to  New  Chester  and  he  would  do  a  Turn  for  me  and 
for  Carr  Iluse  he  snid  nnd  lie  agreed  with  us  for  to  Serve  for  us  anil  gave 
ii.t  n  Receipt  which  Receipt  wan  given  Che  io">  of  March  1777  iilid  Sam' 
Wells  waa  a  wltiiesa  to  Ihe  Receipt — and  further  saith  not 

New  Chester  October  i6th  1781  Reuben  Wella 

Sworn  to  before  Carr  Ilnae  oil  above  date. 

I  Jacob  Wella  of  New  Chester  iu  the  County  of  Grafton  &  State  of 
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New  Haupslilre  of  Lawfall  age  Temtifyeth  and  aalth  that  la  the  month  of 
novembcr  1775  that  I  came  from  Winter  hill  the  I7i>>  day  of  ••■  month  ami 
I  came  to  Sandown  and  I  saw  Benjamin  Straw  of  Sandown  &  he  told  me 
that  he  was  going  down  to  Winter  hill  the  next  day— and  the  e<l  Straw 
told  nie  that  Peter  Wells  was  agoing  with  him  down  to  Winter  lilU  for  to 
inlist  himself  Into  the  Scrvis  —  and  further  saith  not 

Jacob  Wells 
Lient.  Thoraas  Wells  testified  aa  to  Peter  Wells's  eiiliatitK-iit  nt  Win- 
ter  Hill   in   Cupt.   Ditiiicl  Moor's  Co.,  as  did  also  Jcrcmiuh  Towte  and 
Samnet  Wells. 

The  following  list,  wliich  is  as  nearly  correct  as  can  be 
made,  includes  all  from  New  Chester  who  served  in  the  colonial 
army  during  the  war,  and  it  specifies,  as  far  as  known,  from 
what  part  of  the  town  they  went : 

From  Bristol  I'roni  13  ridge  water 

Lieut,  Benjatnin  Emtnons  Sergt.  Thomas  Crawford 

Sergt.  Peter  Sleeper  Jonathan  Crawford 

John  Fellows  John  Crawford 

Josiah  Fellows  Robert  Crawford 

Chase  Fuller  James  Craige 

Ebenezer  Ingalls  John  Craige 

Jonathan  Ingalls  John  Clark 

John  Kidder  John  Clark,  Jr. 

Gideon  Slcc^xir  Sterling  Healh 

Moses  Worthen  Benj.  McCallister 
Samuel  Worthen 
Daniel  Heath 

From  Hill  Uncertain 

Lieut.  Cutting  Favor  Jonathan  Clifford 

Lieut.  Carr  Hiise  Zebediah  Richardson 

Corp.  Nason  Cass  Joseph  Davis 

John  Bussell  Joshua  I''lctclicr 
Robert  Forsaith 
Peter  WelU 
Joshua  Wilson 
Nathaniel  Bartlett 

There  are  reasons  to  suppose  that  the  foregoing  is  not  a  com- 
plete list  of  those  from  New  Chester,  who  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army  during  the  war,  as  the  existing  Revolutionary  rolls 
are  only  fragmentary.  All  named  served  at  least  one  tenn,  some 
two  or  more,  and  some  served  terms  not  mentioned  here.  It  is 
claimed  by  the  descendants  of  John  Kidder  that  he  was  at  Bun- 
ker Hill,  but  this  claim  is  not  clearly  established.  Chase  Fuller 
evidently  served  one  term  not  named  above.  It  is  said  by  his 
descendants,  on  what  appears  to  be  good  authority,  that  he  was 
drafted  in  July,  1776,  and  started  for  the  army,  leaving  his  wife 
and  one  child  alone  in  his  cabin.     The  wile  determined  not  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REVOLUTIONARY   WAR  tSl 

retiiaiti  alone  during  the  absence  of  (he  husband,  and  so  started 
horseback  lor  her  old  home  in  Saiidown,  carrying  her  first-boni, 
two  years  of  age,  in  her  arms.  She  reached  Pembroke  on  this 
trip,  where  her  second  child  was  born  July  13,  1776, 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  above  list  contains  thirty-four 
names,  which  lacked  but  three  of  being  just  equal  to  the  total 
number  of  enrolled  men  in  New  Chester  in  1775,  including  those 
in  the  army.  Tlie  iiumber  liable  for  military  duty  was  proba- 
bly increased  during  the  war  by  new  settlers  and  by  boys  who 
became  of  enrolment  age,  hut  still  the  record  is  remarkable. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  some 
who  were  enrolled  were  unable  by  reason  of  infirmities  to  bear 
arms.  Surely,  the  service  of  these  pioneers  in  the  wilderness  oi 
New  Chester  in  the  cause  of  American  Independence  will  bear 
favorable  comparison  with  tliat  of  any  other  town  in  tlie  state, 
and  was  such  as  to  make  all  succeeding  geueratious  proud  of  the 
record  of  the  yeomen  of  the  town. 
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MIUTARV  HISTORY   FROM  THK  REVOLUTIONARY 
WAR  TO  THE  CIVII,  WAR 

Soldier*  in  anni  I  Defeodera  of  our  soil ! 
Who  from  destruction  save  us ;  who  from  spoil 
Protect  the  sous  of  peace,  who  traffic  or  who  toil ; 
Would  I  could  duly  praise  von,  that  eadi  deed 
Your  foes  might  honor,  and  your  friends  might  read. 

At  the  November  session  of  the  legislature  in  1784,  a 
change  was  made  in  the  militia  system  of  the  state.  Provision 
was  made  for  the  organization  of  one  regiment  of  light  horse- 
men of  six  companies,  composed  of  sixty-four  men  cacli.  Two 
of  tliese  companies  were  fonned  in  Rockingham  and  one  in  each 
of  the  other  connties.  The  remainder  of  the  militia  of  the  state 
was  divide<l  into  twenty-five  regiments  of  infantry.  The  Four- 
teenth Regiment  was  composed  of  the  militia  in  llie  towns  of 
Plymouth,  Rumney,  Alexandria,  Campton,  Holdemess,  New 
Chester,  Cockerroouth,  and  Thornton. 

The  constitution  of  1792  recognized  the  necessity  for  "a 
welt  regulated  militia"  as  "the  proper,  natural  and  sure  de- 
fence of  the  state."  At  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  in 
December,  following,  the  militia  of  the  state  was  organized  into 
twenty-seven  regiments,  which  in  turn  were  divided  into  six 
brigades,  and  these  into  three  divisions. 

The  commander  of  a  division  was  a  major-general ;  that  of 
a  brigade,  a  brigadier-general;  and  the  commander  of  a  regiment, 
a  lieutenant-colonel ;  each  of  the  two  battalions  of  a  regiment 
was  commanded  by  a  major.  The  companies  were  commanded 
by  a  captain,  and  had,  as  other  officers,  a  lieutenant,  an  ensign, 
four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  a  drummer,  and  a  fifer.  The 
regimental  staff  consisted  oE  an  adjutant-general,  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant,  a  paymaster,  surgeon,  surgeon's  mate,  sergeant- 
major,  drum-major,  and  fife-major.  Each  battalion  was  entitled 
to  a  company  of  light  infantry,  and  each  division  to  a  com- 
pany of  cavalry. 

The  field-officers  were  appointed  by  the  governor  and 
council ;  the  captains  and  subalterns,  by  the  governor  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  field -officers. 

The  companies  of  light  infantry  were  volunteer  organiza- 
tions, commanded  by  officers  of  their  own  selection,  uniformed 
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by  themselves,  and  supposed  to  be  possessed  of  sufficient  mili- 
tary pride  to  devote  enough  time  and  money  to  become  better 
drilled  than  the  ordinary  militia. 

The  companies  from  Plymouth,  Holderiiess,  Rumney,  Camp- 
ton,  and  Thornton  composed  the  first  battalion  of  the  Four- 
teenth Regiment;  and  the  companies  from  New  Chester,  Bridge- 
water,  Cockemiouth,  Alexandria,  and  Hebron,  the  second 
battalion.  The  Fourteenth  Regiment  was  in  the  Sixtli  Brigade 
and  Second  Division. 

All  able-bodied  white  males,  between  eighteen  and  forty 
years  of  age,  were  enrolled  under  this  law,  and  organized 
into  companies,  one  company  to  a  town ;  but,  as  the  num- 
ber of  men  liable  to  military  duty  differed  largely  in  the 
different  towns,  the  companies  differed  greatly  in  size,  and 
the  number  of  companies  in  a  regiment  from  seven  to  sixteen. 
The  Fourteenth  had  ten  companies.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
captains  to  call  out  the  companies  for  drill  and  inspection  twice 
a  year  and  at  such  other  times  as  they  thought  proper.  Kach 
commander  of  a  battalion  was  to  call  out  his  command  ouce  a 
year  for  the  same  purpose.  The  battalion  was,  therefore,  the 
largest  .body  of  troops  called  together  in  times  of  peace,  and 
constituted  the  annual  muster  of  those  days,  which  was  probably 
of  as  great  interest  to  the  people  as  the  annual  muster  of  years 
later,  when  a  larger  display  of  military  force  was  made. 

I"  i795i  tlie  Miami  Indian  war  had  a.s.simicd  sncli  propor- 
tioiLS  tliiit  a  draft  seemed  prul)able.  On  the  33rd  of  February, 
a  special  town  meeting  was  held  in  New  Chester  at  the  house  of 
Capt.  Cutting  Favor,  the  sole  object  of  which  was  "To  see 
what  Method  the  town  will  take  to  Enlist  there  Cotao  of  Minute 
men  agreeable  to  an  act  of  Congress."  Lieut.  Thomas  Wells 
was  elected  moderator  of  tliis  meeting.     It  was 

Voted  to  Equip  the  Towna  Cotoo  of  Miante  men  with  »niis  ununition 
with  blankets  KnapsaclcH  and  accontriments  as  the  law  Directs 

Voted  to  f^ve  Each  nton  which  Shall  Enlist  aa  ttaii  Town*  Cotas 
three  Dollars  per  luaii 

A  Vote  waa  put  to  See  if  the  town  would  reconsider  the  Second  Vote 
which  was  put  which  was  to  give  Three  Dollars  pet  man  and  Voted  in 
the  nflimiativc. 

A  Vote  was  put  to  See  if  the  towu  would  give  the  Nine  men  which 
was  this  Towns  Cotao  one  Dollar  per  man  which  Should  enlist  &  Voted 
in  the  alTirmative  to  pay  one  Dollar  per  man  Down  upon  hia  Bulistlng 
&  the  other  Dollar  per  man  as  soon  as  the  Collector  Could  Collect  it. 

The  same  year,  Bridgcwater  "voted  to  give  each  man  who 
should  enlist  one  dollar  as  soon  as  it  can  conveniently  be 
collected  and  $5  if  called  into  service."  The  men  enlisted  in 
this  emergeucy  were  not  called  out.  Then  came  the  trouble 
with  France,  when  war  seemed  inevitable,  and  again  men  were 
enlisted  for  the  United  States  service. 
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On  the  33rd  day  of  February,  1798,  another  special  town 
meeting  was  held  in  New  Chester.  One  article  in  the  warrant 
was 

To  aee  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  give  the  Mjnnte  men  which  have 
enlisted  for  twelve  montha  two  Dollars  each  aa  a  Town  bounty  and  to 
See  if  the  town  will  Vote  to  make  each  Soldier  np  Eight  Dollars 
per  Month  with  whnt  the  law  allows  while  they  are  in  actual  Scrvicu  and 
to  aee  if  the  town  will  equip  the  Soldiers 

Under  this  article  the  following  business  was  transacted: 

Fourth  Voted  that  those  Minute  Men  which  have  Hnliated  for  one 
year  according  to  an  Act  of  CoiigresH  Should  have  Two  Dollars  as  a  Town 
Bounty  when  they  ore  Called  upon  to  March. 

Voted  to  give  each  Soldier  Kiglit  Dollais  pr  Mouth  while  they  are  In 
■ctnal  Service  with  what  the  law  allows 

Voted  to  Equip  those  Soldier*  who  have  Bnllsted  with  arms  and 
accautiimenta 

Fortunately,  war  with  France  was  averted,  but  the  arro- 
gance of  England  constantly  reminded  the  people  of  the  necessity 
of  being  at  all  times  prepared  for  hostilities. 

There  was  a  division  of  sentiment  among  the  people  of  New 
Chester  and  Bridgewatcr  in  regard  to  the  ncccisity  ol  war  with 
England;  but  this  did  not  prevent  the  people  from  supporting 
the  government  when  war  came.  Both  New  Chester  and  Bridge- 
water  did  all  that  was  thought  necessary,  or  that  other  towns 
were  doing,  to  encourage  enlistments  for  the  War  of  1812, 
Bridgewater  called  a  special  town  meeting  for  June  33,  1812, 
"To  see  if  the  town  will  answer  the  petition  of  Benj.  Boardman 
and  others  in  regard  to  soldiers  that  is  to  be  raised  to  give  them 
something  handsome  when  called  for."  The  vote  was  to  give 
each  man  that  should  enlist  one  dollar  as  a  bounty  for  enlisting, 
and  five  dollars  extra  if  called  for.  In  1815,  New  Chester  voted 
to  give  those  soldiers  who  went  to  Portsmouth  two  dollars  with 
what  they  had  already  received  from  the  town ;  but  what  they 
had  received  does  not  appear  from  the  records. 

Among  those  who  entered  the  service  from  New  Chester 
were  Daniel  Hoit,  John  Rowcll,  Jacob  M.  Fallausl>cc,  I.cvi 
Follanshee,  Nathan  Sleeper,  and  Sanborn.  Bridge- 
water  sent  into  the  service,  David  Corless,  Benj.  L,  Boardman, 
Jonathan  Fellows,  John  Fiiield,  Stephen  Bohonon,  Horatio 
Kelley,  Moses  West  Sleeper,  Aaron  Emmons,  John  Brown,  and 
Abel  Tyrrell. 

Under  the  law  of  1S08,  the  militia  of  the  state  was  divided 
into  thirty-six  regiments,  and  the  famous  Thirty-fourth  Regi- 
ment was  then  organized.  This  regiment  embraced  the  militia 
of  the  towns  of  New  Chester  and  Bridgewater  (later'including 
Bristol),   Hebron,  Groton,   Danbury,   and   Alexandria.     Later 
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divisions  made  thirty-eight  and  then  forty  and  forty-two  regi- 
ments in  the  state ;  but  the  Thirty-fourth  appears  to  have 
remained  the  same  till  the  miUtia  system  of  the  state  was 
abolished,  in  July,  1851,  The  captains  were  now  required  to 
call  out  their  companies  the  last  Wednesday  in  June,  and  at 
such  other  times  as  thought  proper,  not  exceeding  four  times 
during  the  year.  Bach  regiment  was  called  out  in  September 
or  October,  either  at  a  regimental  or  battalion  muster.  At  such 
musters,  the  selectmen  were  required  to  furnish  suitable  meat 
and  drink,  or  thirty-four  cents  in  lien  thereof,  for  each  uou- 
commissioned  officer  and  man.  They  were  also  required  to 
keep  in  their  respected  towns  a  certain  amount  of  powder,  balls, 
flint,  and  camp  kettles. 

Previous  to  1815,  the  officers  were  required  when  on  duty 
to  be  armed  with  a  "spontoon,"  or  pike,  but  after  this  date 
with  ft  sword  or  hanger  only. 

In  1819,  the  division  of  the  regiments  into  battalions  was 
nliolished,  and  a  colonel  was  placed  in  conniiand  of  the  regiment. 
The  enrolment  was  made  to  include  all  able-bodied  men  from 
eighteen  to  forty-five. 

The  annual  muster  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Regiment  was  the 
great  event  of  the  year  for  this  section.  To  it,  not  only  the 
young,  but  the  old,  looked  forward  with  the  keenest  interest. 
The  day  of  the  muster  was  named  by  the  brigade  commander ; 
but  the  place  was  named  by  the  regimental  commander.  The 
following  arc  some  of  the  muster  grounds  of  this  regiment:  In 
White's  field,  just  east  of  this  village ;  west  oi  the  turnpike, 
just  south  of  North  Bristol ;  on  land  east  of  the  turnpike,  south 
of  the  old  Hoyt  schoolhouse ;  at  Crawford's  comer ;  on  land 
now  occupied  by  the  Bristol  cemetery,  (1842) ;  on  land  now 
owned  by  Favor  I^Kke,  (1839);  and  the  last,  held  about 
1850,  at  South  Alexandria,  just  north  of  Clark's  corner,  on  the 
"  gunhouse  lot,"  so  called  because  the  gun  of  the  artillery  com- 
pany was  hoMsed  there.  Long  before  daylight,  on  the  day  of 
the  muster,  nil  the  people  of  this  section  were  astir,  and  all  the 
roads  leading  to  the  muster  ground  were  alive  with  all  sorts  of 
vehicles,  conveying  soldiers  and  spectators,  and  many  on  horse- 
back, with  a  bundle  of  hay  or  a  bag  of  oats  with  which  to  feed 
the  horse.  Usually  when  the  line  of  march  was  through  this 
village,  companies  rendezvoused  here,  formed  and  at  the  proper 
time  marched  to  the  muster  ground.  It  was  no  uncommon 
thing,  at  the  firing  of  the  morning  gun  at  sunrif^e,  to  find 
companies  already  forming,  the  air  filled  with  the  martial  music 
of  the  drum  and  file,  or,  in  later  years,  of  the  brass  band,  and 
the  streets  lined  with  spectators  of  all  ages  and  conditions.  As 
the  hour  for  muster  arrived,  these  scenes  were  transferred  to  the 
muster  ground  and  there  intensified.  Here  were  a  large  number 
of  peddlers  or  hucksters  with  wares  of  many  kinds  for  sale. 
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chief  of  which  were  spirituous  liquors,  and  "  ginger,  bread " 
which  sold  for  a  uniform  price  of  four  pence  "lia-penny." 
With  all  the  excitement  of  the  day,  no  one  was  completely  happy 
without,  having  devoured  a  sheet  of  ginger-bread,  while  such  as 
could  afford  it  must  carry  home  at  least  one  sheet  to  be  divided 
among  those  who  could  not  attend. 

The  program  of  the  day  was  varied  somewhat  from  year  to 
year,  but  usually  in  the  early  morning  there  was  an  inspection 
of  companies  by  the  brigade  inspector,  when  each  musket  was 
examined  as  to  its  serviceableness,  the  company  being  in  line, 
and  each  man  in  turn  passing  his  musket  to  the  inspecting 
officer.  This  over,  the  cartridge  box  was  examined  to  see  that 
it  contained  the  required  amount  of  cartridges  and  priming- 
wire  !  the  knapsacks,  if  there  were  any,  were  laid  oiwu  on  the 
ground,  and  these  were  examined,  though  perhaps  not  one 
contained  an  article  that  would  be  required  in  actual  service. 
After  one  company  had  been  inspected,  the  inspector  would 
pass  to  the  next,  and  thus  the  morning,  or  most  of  it,  would 
be  passed,  the  companies,  when  not  otherwise  engaged,  devoting 
the  time  to  company  drill.  Towards  noon,  the  regiment  would 
be  drawn  up  in  line,  the  colonel  would  make  a  show  of  inspect- 
ing the  line,  and  make  a  few  evolutions.  Then,  the  booming  of 
camion  would  aiuionncc  the  nrriviil  o(  llic  brigadier-general ; 
the  colonel  would  call  to  attention,  put  the  line  in  the  best 
possible  condition,  and  take  position  at  the  front  and  center  of 
the  tine.  Accompanied  by  the  colonel,  the  general,  followed  by 
his  staff,  all  gaily  uniformed,  would  pass  down  the  line  in  front 
and  up  the  rear,  the  drums  beating,  and  the  band  playing. 
This  part  of  the  review  over,  the  general  took  position  at  some 
commanding  point,  the  colonel  assumed  command,  and  the 
regiment  marched  in  review  before  the  general ;  then  the  regi- 
ment was  formed  in  a  hollow  sqtmre  or  en  masse,  a.  prayer  was 
offered  by  the  chaplain,  and  the  regiment  was  addressed  by  the 
general.  The  colonel  then  addressed  the  regiment,  especially  if 
he  thought  himself  the  better  speaker.  Usually,  the  men  had 
better  opinions  of  themselves  and  their  personal  valor  after  such 
addresses,  and  were  far  more  heroic  at  the  sham  fight  in  conse- 
quence. The  sham  fight  of  the  afternoon  was  the  great  event 
of  the  day.  The  evolutions  were  supposed  to  be  the  same  as 
would  be  made  on  the  field  of  actual  conflict ;  and  the  powder 
burnt  by  the  infantry  and  the  artillery  made  a  great  smoke,  and 
a  great  noise,  and  a  great  impression  on  the  militia  and  spec- 
tators. Such  valor  was  simply  invincible.  During  the  day, 
among  the  spectators  at  least,  there  was  many  a  fight  that  was 
not  sham,  the  inspiration  for  which  was  drawn  from  the  intoxi- 
cating liquors  sold  on  the  ground. 

On  muster  day,  there  was  at  least  a  show  of  discipline,  and 
the  men  were  on  their  good  behavior.    This  was  especially  true 
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of  Die  itiiilonned  companies,  whicli  took  great  pride  in  making 
a  good  appearance  and  showing  their  proficiency  at  drill;  as 
was  true,  indeed,  on  any  day  they  paraded. 

The  drill  of  the  uiiuiiiformed  militia  on  other  days  was  little 
better  than  a  farce.  Usually,  the  officers  had  no  authority  over 
the  men,  and  frequently  the  most  earnest  command  was  followed 
by  a  movement  that  only  excited  the  laughter  of  the  crowd. 
An  attempted  straight  line  was  more  often  like  a  half  circle, 
simply  because  the  men  chose  to  make  it  so.  The  law  re- 
quired all  to  appear  "aniicd  and  equipped  with  a  musket  and 
bayonet  in  goo<i  condition,  knapsack,  canteen,  cartridge  box 
capable  of  liolding  twenty-fonr  rounds  of  ammunition,  priming 
wire  and  brush,  and  two  spare  flints."  There  was  seldom  any 
attempt  to  enforce  the  taw,  and  the  anns  were  of  alt  descrip- 
tions; some  serviceable,  some  not ;  one  would  be  minus  a  lock, 
and  another  lack  a  stock  or  even  a  barrel ;  not  because  the  men 
had  to  appear  thus,  but  because  they  wanted  to,  and  the  fear  of 
the  law  did  not  prevent  it.  At  one  of  the  last  trainings  held  by 
the  ununifonued  company  in  Bristol,  one  man  appeared  with  a 
cotlfish  strapped  to  his  back,  and  another  had  a  few  dozen 
crackers  strung  on  his  back;  and  while  the  drill  was  in  progress, 
men  would  leave  the  ranks,  help  themselves  to  crackers  and 
codfish,  and  munch  away  with  evident  satisfaction,  while  keep- 
ing step  to  the  music  of  the  drum  and  fife. 

Perhaps  the  finest  company  of  uniformed  men  was  t1i6 
Itrislol  Phalanx,  organiT^cd  in  the  stninncr  of  1838,  largely 
through  the  influence  of  John  S.  Bryant,  Ksq.,  who  became 
its  first  captain.  This  company  flourished  till  Sept.  7,  1849, 
when  it  was  disbanded. 

Rank  was  not  always  respected,  even  6n  muster  days,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  incident.  In  September,  1830, 
Gen.  Cook  of  Campton,  the  brigade  commander,  issued  his  call 
for  the  Thirty-fourth  Reginient  to  parade.  The  call  was  defect- 
ive in  that  no  day  was  named,  and  Col.  J.  S.  Bryant,  who  was 
in  command,  took  the  rcspon-sihility  to  warn  the  regiment  to 
muster  on  a  given  day  on  the  field  just  south  of  the  Hoyt 
tavern  in  Hridgcwater.  On  tlie  day  named  the  regiment  mus- 
tered in  full  ranks.  Towards  noon,  tlie  general  appeared  on  the 
ground,  riding  in  the  fasliionable  two-wheeled  chaise  of  the  day. 
Kvery  one  scented  trouble  and  it  soon  came.  The  general  rode 
up  to  the  colonel  and  placed  him  under  arrest,  and  ordered  the 
next  in  connnand  to  dismiss  the  regiment.  Instantly,  there  was 
great  excitement.  Capt.  Blalce  Fowler,  who  was  in  command 
of  the  artillery,  caused  the  gun  to  be  loaded,  and  the  piece  to  be 
run  near  the  general's  chaise  and  aimed  at  it,  and  then  gave  the 
order  to  fire.  Had  the  command  been  promptly  obeyed,  the 
general  would  have  been  blown  from  his  carriage,  but  for- 
tunately it  was  not.     The  general  saw  the  temper  of  the  man  he 
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had  to  deal  with,  and  promptly  put  the  whip  to  his  horse.  The 
captain  repeated  ihe  command.  This  time  it  was  obeyed ;  but 
the  chaise  was  so  far  away  that  the  discbarge  simply  lifted  the 
chaise  on  its  thoroughbmces,  but  it  stirred  the  general  to 
renewed  exertion  to  get  away,  which  he  did,  though  he  was 
followed  from  tlie  field  and  given  two  or  three  parting  slioLs 
as  he  disappeared,  (len,  C<K)k  i>referrcd  chiirgcs  against  Col. 
Uryant,  who  was  cashierc<l  for  calling  out  his  regiment  with- 
out authority.  In  1839,  Col.  Bryant  was  again  in  command  of 
the  regiment.  Capt.  Fowler  was  never  called  to  account  for  his 
part  in  the  affair. 

It  was  a  general  custom  for  the  officers  to  treat  their  men 
with  spirituous  liquors,  and  much  of  the  popularity  of  the 
officers  rested  in  their  liberality.  It  was  said  to  have  cost  Col. 
Peter  Sleeper  a  barrel  of  rum  and  a  fat  ox  for  entertainment  at 
one  muster. 

Below  is  given  a  roster  of  the  field  and  staff  of  the  Four- 
teenth Regiment  from  1794  till  180S,  and  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
Regiment  from  1809  till  1851,  From  1815,  more  complete  re- 
turns were  made  to  the  adjutant -general  of  the  state,  in  that  the 
dates  of  commissions  and  close  of  service  are  given.  From  this 
date,  a  colonel  was  in  command  of  the  regiment,  with  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel as  the  next  ranking  officer.  Two  ninjors  were 
retained  till  1821 ;  llicreafter,  only  one.  This  roster  also  con- 
tains the  names  of  the  companies  in  Bristol,  forming  a  part  of 
the  Thirty-fourth  Regiment  and  the  names  of  the  commissioned 
officers  of  the  same  from  1815. 

I794~S        Samuel  Holmes,  lieutenant-colonel  in  command 
Stephen.  Wells,  major,  First  Battalion 
Peter  Sleeper,  major.  Second  Battalion 

1796-7        Stephen  Wells,  major,  First  Battalion 
Peter  Sleeper,  major.  Second  Battalion 

1798-1800  Peter  Sleeper,  lieutenant-colonel  in  command 
Stephen  Wells,  major.  First  Battalion 
Theophilus  Santxirn,  major.  Second  Battalion 

1801-2        Stephen  Wells,  lieutenant-colonel  in  command 
William  Preston,  major,  First  Battalion 
Benjamin  Boardman,  major,  Second  Battalion 

1803  Moses  Baker,  lieu  tenant -colonel  in  command 

William  Webster,  major,  First  Battalion 

1S04-7        Moses  Baker,  lieutenant-colonet  in  command 
William  Webster,  major.  First  Battalion 
Moses  Lewis,  major,  Second  Battalion 

180S-10      Moses  Lewis,  lieutenant-colonel  in  command 
Ebenezer  Kimball,  major.  First  Battalion 
Robert  McMurpliy,  major.  Second  Battalion 
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Robert  McMurpliy,  lieutenant-colonel  Jn  command 
Bbenezer  Kimball,  major,  First  Battalion 
Robert  McMurpliy,  lieutenant-colonel  in  command 
Ebenezer  Kimball,  major.  First  Battalion 
Thomas  Page,  major,  Second  Battalion 
Thomas  Page,  lieutenant-colonel  in  command 
Enoch  Melvin,  major,  First  Battalion 
William  Crosby,  major.  Second  Battalion 


Colonels 

Date  of  Com. 

Vacated 

l^utlier  K.  Madison,  lieuten- 

ant-colonel in  command 

June  23,  1815 

Promoted 

Luther  K.  Madison 

July  4,  1816 

June  7,  1817 

Samuel  Martin 

June  19,  J817 

Oct.  13,  1818 

John  Roby 

Nov.  17,  1818 

Apr.  20,  1820 

Levi  Flanders 

May  19,  1B20 

Dec.  20,  1820 

Wm.  Crawford 

Feb.  2,  1821 

Aug.  31,  1822 

Moses  Sleeper 

Nov.  8,  1822 

Feb.  4, 1824 

Isaac  Crosby 

May  17,  1824 

Jan.  9,  1826 

Ebenezer  Webster 

Feb.  2,  1826 

Jan.  30,   1828 

Cyrus  Cass 

Aug.  5.  iSaS 

June  9,  1830 

John  S.  Bryant 

Sept.  24,  1830 

Cashiered 

Nathaniel  P.  Melvin 

Juue  27,  1835 

Promoted 

Samuel  Pillsbury 

July  3,  1837 

May  I,  1858 

John  llnsliiitpi 

Jnnc  29,  1838 

Mar.  20,  1839 

John  S.  Bryant 

June  27.  1839 

June  8,  1840 

Samuel  D.  Fnrrar 

June  19,  1840 

Uavid  C.  Willey 

June  24,  1842 

May  9,  1845 

Samuel  H.  Rollins 

June  30,  1845 

June  17,  1848 

Joseph  F.  Rollins 

Juue  24.  1848 

July  2,  1849 

James  S.  Knowlton 

July  6,  1849 

June  24,  1850 

Alpha  S.  Ordway 

June  28,  1850 

June  31,  1851 

L.  A.  FoUansbee 

July  4.  1 851 

Lieutenant-colonels 

Samuel  Martin 

Dec.  9,  1816 

Promoted 

John  Roby 

Dec.  9,  1817 

Promoted 

Levi  Flanders 

Nov.  17,  1818 

Promoted 

William  Crawford 

May  19,  1820 

Promoted 

Joseph  Morse 

Feb.  2,  1 82 1 

June  8,  i8i2 

Moses  Slcci»cr 

June  29,  1822 

Promoted 

Isaac  Crosby 

June  16,  1823 

Promoted 

Ebenezer  Webster 

May  17,  1824 

Promoted 

John  McClary 

Feb.  2,  1826 

Apr.  23,  1827 

Cyrus  Cass 

June  26,  1827 

Promoted 

Nathaniel  S.  Berry 

Aug.  5,  1828 

June  8,  1829 

Ichabod  S.  Johnson 

July  I,  1829 

Promoted 
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Licutenant-coionela        Date  of  Com. 


John  S.  Bryant 
Riihis  Pike 
I^eavitt  Little 
Moses  Eastman 
Nathaniel  P.  Melviii 
Oscar  F.  Fowler 
Cynis  B.  Bowers 
John  Hastings 
Walter  Favor 
Samuel  D.  Johnson 
Sherbum  S.  Worthen 
Samuel  H.  Rollins 
Hosea  Ballon 
Solomon  S.  Sleeper 
Sherburne  S.  Merrill 
James  S.  Knowlton 
Alpha  S.  Ordway 
L.  A.  FoUansbee 
Peter  Hersey 

Majors,  First  Battalion 

Parker  Morrill 
Moses  Sleeper 
Isaac  Crosby 
Eben  Webster 
John  McClary 
Cyrus  Cass 
Nathaniel  S.  Berry 
Ichabod  S.  Johnston 
John  S.  Bryant 
Rnfus  Pope 
Nathaniel  P.  Melvin 
Sherburne  Wells, 
Cyt^s  B.  Bowers 
Samuel  Pillsbury 
Walter  Favor 
Elhanan  W.  Dean 
Samuel  D.  Farrar 
David  C.  Willey 
Samuel  H.  Rollins 
Sherburne  S.  Merrill 
James  S.  Knowlton 
Alpha  S.  Ordway 
I/.  A.  Follansbec 
Peter  Hersey 
Franklin  Ferrin 


June  22,  1830 
Sept.  24,  1830 
June  34,  1S31 

July 

July  5,  1834 
June  27,  1835 
June  16,  1836 
Julys.  '837 
June  29,  1838 
June  27,  1839 
June  19,  1840 
1840 
1841 
June  20,  [844 
June  30,  1845 
June  24,  1848 
July  6,  1849 
June  28,  1850 
July  4,  1851 


June  23,  1815 
Feb.  2, 1821 
Nov.  8,  1832 
June  16,  1823 
May  37,  1834 
Feb.  2,  1826 
June  26,  1827 
Aug.  5,  1828 
Nov,  31,  1829 
June  22,  1830 
June  24,  1831 
July  5,  1834 
Jan.  27, 1835 
Aug.  27,  1836 
July  3,  1837 
June  29,  1838 
June  27,  1839 
1841 
June  24,  1842 
Jan.  I,  1845 
July  3,  1847 
June  24,  1848 
July  6,  1849 
Nov.  I,  1850 
July  4,  1851 


Promoted 
Mar.  2,  1831 
Jan.   li,  1834 

Promoted 
June  3,  1836 
June  27,  1837 
Promoted 
Mar.  2,  1839 
June  10,  1840 
Oct.  6,  1840 


June  30, 1845,  Pro. 
June  24,  1848 
Promoted 
Promoted 
Promoted 


Res.  June  7,   1817 
Promoted 

Promoted 

Promoted 

Promoted 

Promoted 

Pronmtcd 

Promoted 

Promoted 

Promoted 

June  4,  1835 

Promoted 

Promoted 

Promoted 

Nov.  I,  1838 

Promoted 

Promoted 
Promoted 
Promoted 
Promoted 
Promoted 
Promoted 
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Major,  2iid  Battalion      Date  o(  Com. 


Samuel  Martin 
Levi  Flanders 
William  Crawford 
Joseph  Moore 
Moses  Sleeper 

Adjutants 
Robert  Smith 
Jolm  Toltord 
George  W.  Sumner 
Nathaniel  S.  Berry 
Samuel  C.  Browu 
John  W.  Swett 
Oscar  F.  Fowler 
(JcofKC  Minot 
Walter  R.  Webster 
Shcrbiirii  S.  Worthen 
Solomon  S.  Sleeper 
Sherburn  S.  Merrill 
Samuel  H.  Rollins 
Charles  C.  Rice 
Thomas  Ounlap 
Charles  Brown 
James  S.  KuowUoii 

Quartermasters 

John  Tolford,  Jr. 
Caleb  Flandei? 
John  Tolford 
George  W,  Sumner 
Samuel  C.  Brown 
David  C.  Pratt 
Solomon  Cuvis 
Samuel  B.  Bryant 
Oscar  F.  Fowler 
I.ewis  Heatli 
George  Miiiot 
Walter  R.  Webster 
John  B.  Marston 
Oliver  Currier 
Solomon  S.  Sleeper 
Gustnvus  Bartlclt 
Josiah  D.  I'rescott 
William  A.  Berry 
Gilmona  Martin 
Gustavus  Emmons 


June  23,  1815 
June  19,  1817 
Nov.  7,  1818 
May  19,  1820 
Feb.  3,  1821 


July  17.  1815 
Feb.  17,  1823 
Apr.  30,  1823 
June  15,  1824 
June  5,  1827 
June  30,  1830 
Sept.  I,  1831 
Sept.  9,  1834 
June  18,  1835 
July  31,  1837 
July  I,  1840 
Aug.  3,  184a 
Aug.  22,  1S48 
Aug.  21,  1849 
Mar.  14,  1850 
May  12,  1850 
Apr.  29,  1852 


July  17,  1815 
June  10,  1819 
Sept.  20,  1819 
Feb.  17,  1823 
June  15,  1824 
Apr.  30,  1825 
June  5,  1827 
July  21.  1830 
Apr.  6,  1831 
Sept.  I,  1831 
Mar.  28,  1834 
Sept.  8,  1834 
June  8,  1835 
July  31,  1837 
July  25,  1838 
July  I,  1840 
Aug.  3,  1842 
Aug.  27.  1845 

Aug.  32,  1848 

Aug.  39,  1848 


Promoted 
Promoted 
Promoted 
Promoted 
Promoted 


Nov.  30,  1822 
Died  Apr.  1833 
Feb.  5,  1824 
Promoted 
June  9,  1830 
Sept.  I,  1831 
Promoted 
Promoted 
Promoted 
Promoted 

Promoted 
July  2,  1849 
Mar.  14,  1850 


Promoted 
Promoted 
Promoted 

June  23,  1830 

Mar.  3,  1831 

Promoted 

Promoted 

Promoted 

Promoted 
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QnaTtermasters 

Date  of  Com. 

Vacated 

James  M.  Knowltoo 

Aug.  12,  1849 

Joseph  W.  Fellows 

Aug.  12,  1850 

Edwin  C.  Brown 

Mar.  27.   1851 

Charles  C.  FoUansbee 

Apr.  29,  185a 

Paymasters 

John  Emmons 

July  17,  1815 

Mesbech  Gate 

Apr.  21,  1817 

George  Sumner 

Oct.  27,  1817 

George  Sumner 

June  9,  1S19 

Promoted 

David  C.  Pratt 

Feb.  17,  1823 

Promoted 

Nathaniel  S.  Berry 

Apr.  30,  1823 

Promoted 

Solomon  S.  Cavis 

Jnne  15,  1824 

Promoted 

Charles  H.  Rogers 

June  5.  1827 

John  W.  Swett 

Aug.  28,  1828 

Promoted 

Levi  H.  Sleeper 

June  16,  1829 

June  9.  1830 

Luther  Colby 

Aug.  2,   1830 

Elias  Colby 

Aug.  13,  1832 

George  Minot 

May  20,  1833 

Promoted 

Walter  R.  Webster 

Mar.  28.  1834 

Promoted 

John  B.  Marston 

Apr.  25,  1835 

Promoted 

John  PilLslniry 

Ji'iy.v.  1837 

GusUvns  Bartlett 

July  25,  1838 

Promoted 

Jonas  Minot 

July  1,  1840 

Pela  Phelps 

Aug.  3,  1842 

Chas.  Haddock 

Apr.  7,  1843 

Ira  P.  Ballou 

Aug.  27,  1845 

A.  Russell 

Aug.  II,  1847 

Gustaviis  Emmons 

Aug.  22,  1848 

G.  Martin 

Aug.  29,  1848 

Frederick  Clay 

Aug.  24,  1849 

Giliord  Martin 

Aug.  12,  1850 

Surgeons 

William  Gale 

June  17,  1813 

Apr.  2,  1817 

Daniel  Favor 

Apr.  21,  1817 

Daniel  Favor 

June  10,  1819 

Dis.  July   I,   1823 

Robert  Bums 

July  2,  1823 

Discharged 

Jacob  S.  Eaton 

Sept.  17,  1828 

Mar.  16.  1836 

Alonzo  A.  Whipple 

Mar.  17,  1836 

William  Proctor 

Aug.  9,  1837 

M.  C.  Sawyer 

July  25,  1838 

Ira  S.  Chase 

Aug.  3,  1842 

Rufus  Fellows 

Aug.  27,  1845 

Moses  C.  Hoyt 

Aug.  II,  1847 

Francis  Ayer 

Aug.  23,    1848 

Hadley  B.  Fowler 

Aug.  24,  1849 
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Stirgeoii's  Males 
Ariel  Hiiutooii 
Kol>crt  Itiiriis 
Samuel  Smith 
Robert  S.  Copp 
Joseph  Gould 
Joseph  W.  Howe 
Mooily  C.  Sawyer 
Kphraiiii  K.  Webster 
Parson  Whiddeii 
David  T.  Hiickiiis 
Daniel  S.  Chase 
A.  Moulton 
George  M.  Cavis 

Chaplains 
Stephen  I'illsbury 
1'liinca.t  Cook 
David  Cailey 
Lyman  Culver 
Albert  C.  Manson 


Date  of  Com. 
June  17,  1813 
Apr.  30,  1821 
Sept.  19,  1823 
Mar.  25.  1829 
Apr,  20,  1830 
July  11,  1831 
Aug.  20,  1833 
Mar.  17,  1836 
July  25,  1838 
July  1,  1840 
Sept.  9,  1843 
Aug.  22,  1848 
Aug.  36,  1850 

Apr.  30,  1821 
Sept.  11,  1833 
Aug.  22,  1S48 
Aug.  21,  1849 
Aug.  26,  1850 


I'rouioted 
Mar.  25,  1829 
Apr.  2,  1830 


Bristol  Phalanx '  —  Eighth  Company  of  Infantry 


Captains 
Joliu  S.  Itryaiit 
Nalliauiel  S.  Berry 
O.  F.  Fowler 
Samuel  H.  Rollins 
George  W.  Ingalls 
Carr  Huse 
Alpha  S.  Ordway 
J.  H.  Johnson 

Tjtctitctiants 
Nathaniel  S.  Berry 
O.  F.  Fowler 
John  C.  Downing 
George  W.  Ingalls 
Levi  Nelson,  Jr. 
Levi  Locke 
Jouiilliau  ILJohiKSon 
Orriu  C.  Gordon 

J-jiKt^ns 
Oscar  F.  Fowler 


AuK-  3".  '837 
June  27,  1839 
Dec.  6,  1839 
Sept.  25,  1840 
Aug.  3,  1842 
Apr.  26,  1844 
Apr.  28,  1846 
Aug.  21,  1848 


Aug.  31,  1837 
June  24,  1839 
Dec.  6,  1839 
Sept.  25,  1840 
Aug.  3,  184a 
Apr.  26,  1844 
Oct.  7,  1845 

AUR.  22,    I84S 


Promoted 
Dec.  6,  1839 
Sept.  25,  1840 

Apr.  14.  1844 

Promoted 

Promoted 


Promoted 
Promoted 
Sept.  25.  1840 

Apr,  II,  1844 
Oct.  7,  1845 
Promoted 


Aug.  31,  1837      Promoted 


'Tliia  compaiiy  was  dist>auded  Sept.  7,  1849 
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Ensigns 

Date  0*  C<wn. 

Vacated 

John  C.  Downing 

June  24,  1839 

Pnnnoted 

Samnel  H.  Rollins 

A[W.  16,  1840 

Promoted 

L«vi  Nelson,  Jr. 

Sept.  25,  1840 

Peter  Whittemore 

Aug.  3,  1S42 

Apr.  5,  1844 

AbramDoUoS 

May  .3.  1844 

Aug.  32,  1848 

Thomas  H.  Tucker 

Sept.  21,  1848 

First  Company     (In 

distinction  from  First  Company  Infantry.) 

Captains 

Hoses  Welts 

July  17,  1815 

July  10,  1817 

Moses  Sleeper 

July  10,  1817 

Promoted 

John  McClary 

Aug.  17.  1821 

Promoted 

Daniel  Sleeper 

Aug.  24,  1824 

Dec.  26, 18J7 

John  AUen 

Dec.  26,  1827 

Nov.  18,  1830 

Nicholas  DoUoS 

Nov.  18,  1830 

Feb.  15,  1834 

Daniel  Darling 

Feb.  15, 1834 

Feb.  12.  1835 

John  Hastings 

Mar.  37,  1835 

Promoted 

Henry  Wells 

Sept.  13.  1837 

Apr.  18,  1839 

George  W.  Dow 

Apr.  13.  1839 

By  address 

David  C.  Willey 

July  I.  1840 

Promoted 

Lieutenants 

Moses  Atwood 

July  17,  1815 

Res.  July  10,  1817 

Horatio  Kelley 

June  10.  1817 

Lewis  DolloS 

Aug.  17,  1821 

June  11,  1824 

John  AUen 

Aug.  24,  1824 

Promoted 

Sanborn  Gale 

Dec.  26,  1827 

Feb.,  1831 

Daniel  Darling 

Mar.  2,  1831 

Promoted 

Jesse  P.  KendaU 

Feb.  15,  1834 

Apr.  3,  1835 

Henry  Welb 

Apr.  4,  1835 

Promoted 

John  M.  R.  Emmons 

Sept.  13,  1837 

Apr.  22.  1839 

David  C.  Willey 

Apr.  18,  1840 

Promoted 

Oliver  S.  Hall 

July  1,  1840 

Ensigns 

Samuel  Utiderhill 

Sept.  17,  1815 

Vacate<l 

David  Sleeper 

Aug.  17,  1821 

Promoted 

Nester  Young 

Aug.  24,  1824 

Mar.,  1827 

Nicholas  DolloS 

Sept.  Z2,  1828 

Promoted 

Daniel  DarUng 

Nov.  18,  1830 

Promoted 

Jesse  P.  Kendall 

Mar.  2,  1831 

Promoted 

John  Hastings 

Feb. 15, 1834 

Promoted 

John  M.  R.  Emmons 

Apr.  4,  1835 

Promoted 

George  W.  Dow 

Sept.  13.  1837 

Promoted 

Samuel  S.  Fellows 

July  I,  1840 
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Captains 
Bbenezer  Webster 
Cyrus  Cass 
Edward  Evans 
John  S.  Bryant 
Ephraim  Sargent 
Richard  R.  Stuart 

Ucutcuaiits 
Cyrus  Cass 
IJdward  livans 
John  S.  Bryant 
Samuel  P.  Flanders 
Kphraim  Salient 
Win.  L.  Cliase 
George  S.  Sanders 

Ensigns 
Samuel  Underhill 
Edward  Cross 
John  S.  Bryant 
Samuel  P.  Flanders 
Ephraim  Sargent 
Wni,  J,.  Chase 
Snmtiel  U.  Flanders 
Timothy  A.  Pillshury 


First  Company  Infantry 

Date  of  Com. 

Apr.  20,  1820 

July  a,  1823 

Jan.  9,  1836 

Jan. 15,  1827 

Feb.  25,  18.10 

Sept.  13,  18J7 


Vacated 
Promoted 

Dec.  29,  1826 

Promoted 

Disbanded 


Sept.  31,  1820      Promoted 

July  2,  1823 

Jan.  9, 1826 

Jan.  15,  1827 

Mar.  26,  1828 

Feb.  25,  1830 

Aug.  29.  1837 


Promoted 

Died 

Promoted 


Sept.  17,  1815 
July  2,  1820 

July  2,  1823         Promoted 
July  9,  1826  Promoted 

Jan.  15,  1827       Promoted 
Mar.  26,  1828       Trouiotcd 
Feb.  25,  1830 
Aug.  29,  1837 

First  Company  was  disbanded  May,  1838. 
First  Company  Infantry 

The  tx>mpany  here   named,  having  the  same  designatio 
as  the  above,  appears  to  have  been  organized  in  March,  1841, 

Captains 

George  D.  Hamilton 
Sninuel  S.  Fellows 
Thomas  R.  Emmons 
Fred  Kidder 
Rufus  Eaton 
James  T.  Sanborn 

Lieutenants 

George  Blodgett 
Fred  Kidder 
James  T.  Sanborn 
HoUis  ThompsDu 


Mar.  22,  1841 
Sept.  7,  1841 
Aug.  20,  1844 
Apr.  I,  1846 
Aug.  4,  1847 
Mar.  17,  1849 


Aug.  20,  1844 
Apr.  I,  1846 
May  4,  1847 
Mar.   17,  1849 


Mar.  22,  1841 
Aug.  ID,  1842      Promoted 
Aug.  10,  1847      Promoted 
Mar.  17,  1849 
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Ensigns  Date  of  Com.            Vacated 

Rufus  Eaton  Aug.  22,  1844  Promoted 

Hollis  Thompson  Apr.  18,  1848  Promoted 

George  H.  Hart  Mar.  17,  1849  Mar.  17,  1854 

Fletcher  C.  Wells  Mar.  28,  1854 

Company  of  Artillery 
Daniel  W.  Stevens,  captain,  commissioned  Apr,  20,  1820. 
Moses  Santx>m,  captain,  commissioned  Apr.  28,  1830. 
Samuel  Wells,  captain,  commissioned  Feb.  4,  1832. 
Blake  Fowler,  captain,  commissioned  Feb.   15,  1834. 
Moses  Sanborn,  first  lieutenant,  commissioned  June  16,  1829. 
Blake  Fowler,  first  lieuteunnt,  commissioned  Fet).  2,  1832. 
Moses  Sanborn,  second  lieutenant,  commissioned  Mar.  30,  1828. 
Blake  Fowler,  second  lieutenant,  commissioned  Apr.  28,  1830. 

In  a  company  of  artillery  disbanded  Nov.  i,  1833,  the  fol- 
lowing from  this  section  served  as  olEcers : 
Richard  Sawyer,  captain,  commissioned  Dec.  i,  1S33. 
Abbott  Ijovejoy,  captain,  commissioned  Dec.  2,  1828, 
Webster  W.  Heath,  first  lieutenant,  commissioned  Nov.  24,  1824, 
Abbott  Lovejoy,  second  lieutenant,  commissioned  Ang,  30,  1827. 
I^evi  Bartlett,  cornet,  commissioned  Apr.  28,  1830. 

May  16,  1816,  Benj.  Emmons  was  commissioned  captain  of 
a  company  of  cavalry ;  he  was  previously  commissioned  lieu- 
tenant of  the  same  company,  July  17,  1815.  Richard  Sawyer 
was  commissioned  first  cornet,  Nov.  3,  1819. 
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CHAPTER  XIX 
MIUTARY  HISTORY— THE  CIVIL  WAR 

When  ciin  tlick  cloiy  fade  i 
O  llic  wild  charcv  Uiey  iiiudd 
All  the  world  wouidered. 

—  T^mnysom. 

The  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  the  fall  of  i860,  caused 
all  lovers  of  liberty  to  rejoice ;  yet  it  determined  the  South  to 
carry  out  its  many  threats  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  During 
the  winter  of  1860-61,  state  after  state  passed  ordinances  of 
secession,  and  every  day  increased  tlie  thick  gloom  that  hung 
over  the  country.  When,  on  the  13th  day  of  April,  1861,  Fort 
Sumter  was  lired  upon,  the  eutire  North  was  aroused  to  action, 
and  the  wildest  enthusiasm  swept  over  the  land.  One  senti- 
ment only  was  expre5.sed — the  Union  must  be  preserved  regard- 
less of  cost.  Two  days  later  the  President  called  for  75,000 
men  to  serve  three  montlis  to  retake  the  property  of  the  United 
States  in  tlie  Imuds  of  the  .seceder.'i,  and  sucli  was  the  response 
that  room  cuuld  not  be  found  for  the  thou-sands  that  offered 
tliemselves  for  tlie  service. 

New  Hampshire  was  a.sked  to  funiish  one  regiment  of  one 
thousand  men.  Oti  the  morning  of  tlie  eighth  day  after  the  call 
was  issued,  five  men  from  Bristol  went  to  Concord  and  enlisted 
in  the  First  Regiment,  New  Hampshire  Volunteers.  These 
men  were  Horace  L-  Ingalls,  Webster  Heath,  Prank  Darling, 
Charles  H.  Home,  and  Moses  Kastman.  In  this  same  party 
were  Frederick  W.  Prescott,  and  his  brother,  Horace  M.,  both 
residents  of  New  Hampton,  but  natives  of  Bristol.  On  the 
nineteenth  of  this  same  mouth,  the  Sixth  Regiment,  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers,  while  en  route  to  Washington,  was  attacked 
by  a  mob  at  Baltimore.  The  first  bloodshed  of  the  war  ensued, 
three  men  of  tlie  Sixth  Regiment  being  killed.  Luther  C. 
Ladd,  who  was  born  in  Bristol,  Dec.  22,  1843,  was  the  first  to 
fall ;  an<l  thus  a  native  of  tliis  town  was  the  first  who  died  in  de- 
fence of  liis  country  in  the  Civil  war. 

Ah  soon  as  the  call  to  anns  was  sounded,  the  ladies  of  this 
town  at  once  organized  a  "Soldiers'  Aid  Society"  and  had 
frequent  ineetiiigs  to  prepare  lint  and  bandages,  to  make  "house- 
wives" filled  with  needles,  thread,  wax,  and  thimbles,  and  to 
prepare  clothes  and  delicacies  for  those  in  tlie  hospitals  or  in  the 
field. 
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In  July,  1861,  came  the  call  for  300,000  volunteers  for 
three  years,  and  of  these  Bristol  furnished  six  men.  In  July, 
1862,  came  another  call  for  300,000  men  for  three  years. 
Thus  far,  no  action  of  the  town  had  been  needed  to  fill  its 
quota,  but  when  this  last  call  came,  a  legal  meeting  was 
called  for  the  fourth  day  of  August.  At  this  meeting  n  deep 
solcnuitty  was  apparent,  for  every  one  realized  that  the  occasion 
was  no  ordinary  one.  William  A.  Ilerry  was  elected  moderator; 
Judge  Oscar  F,  Fowler  at  once  rose,  and  moved  that  the  town  pay 
$100  to  each  resident  of  Bristol  who  should  volunteer  under  the 
last  call,  payable  as  soon  as  he  should  be  accepted  and  mus- 
tered into  the  service.  Abbott  Lovejoy,  who  was  one  of 
the  few  Democrats  in  town  opposed  to  coercing  the  South, 
hoping  to  defeat  the  measure,  at  once  moved  an  ameudmeiit  — 
that  the  words  ' '  one  hundred ' '  be  stricken  from  the  motion  and 
the  words  "  two  hundred  "  inserted  instead.  The  amendment 
was  accepted ;  and  Mr,  Ix>vejoy  at  once  took  his  hat  and  left 
the  hall,  with  the  remark,  "There,  now,  fight  over  it."  But 
he  had  mistaken  the  spirit  of  the  meeting.  The  amendment 
was  not  even  discussed,  and  before  Mr.  Lovejoy  had  reached 
the  street,  the  amendment  was  carried  by  a  hand  vote,  sixty-four 
to  fifty-six.  This  bounty  was  to  be  paid  to  all  enlisting  before 
Aug.  20,  and  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  borrow  the 
money  for  the  purpose. 

When  the  last  call  was  issued.  Col.  George  W.  Stevens  and 
Col.  Thomas  J.  Whipple,  of  Laconia,  conceived  the  idea  of 
raising  a  regiment  in  Belknap  county  and  the  towns  adjoining. 
The  idea  was  a  taking  one,  and  these  two  men  and  some 
others,  rode  through  the  towns  within  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  of 
Laconia,  urging  the  raising  of  a  regiment  from  this  section  of 
the  state  to  be  called  the  Twelfth  Regiment.  In  every  commu- 
nity visited  by  them,  great  eulhusiasni  was  aroused,  and  men 
proposing  to  enlist  called  for  other  volunteers,  and  recruiting 
was  brisk.  Blake  Fowler  and  David  E.  Everett,  both  of  Bristol, 
called  for  volunteers  from  Bristol  and  vicinity.  In  a  few  days, 
Mr.  Fowler  enrolled  seventy-one  men,  chiefly  from  Bristol  and 
Alexandria ;  and  these,  with  others  enlisted  in  Danbury  by  James 
T.  Smith  and  in  New  Hampton  by  Hosea  Q.  Sargent,  formed 
Company  C,  Mr.  Fowler  became  its  captain;  Mr.  Smith,  its 
first  lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Sargent,  its  second  lieutenant.  Mr. 
Everett  enlisted  forty-three  men.  These  were  merged  with  others 
enlisted  in  Sanbomton  by  J.  Ware  Butterfield,  Esq.,  and  in  Hill 
by  Bradbury  M.Morrill,  and  formed  Company  D.  At  an  election 
held  at  Piper's  mills  in  Sanbomton,  Mr.  Butterfield  was  elected 
captain;  Mr.  Everett,  first  lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Morrill,  second 
lieutenant.  The  total  number  enlisting  on  the  quota  of  Bristol 
in  this  regiment  was  forty.  Thus  it  happened  that  a  larger 
number  from  this  section  served  in  the  Twelfth  Regiment  than 
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in  any  otlicr  orgniiiy.alioii.  Witliiii  llic  territory  imiiicd,  citoitgli 
men  enlisted  in  the  short  space  of  two  weeks  to  fill  the  ranks  of 
the  regiment,  one  thonsand  strong  —  a  record  claimed  at  tlie 
time  to  be  withodt  a  parallel  in  the  entire  country. 

August  4,  1862,  came  a  call  (or  300,000  niue-months' 
men,  and  Sept.  17,  another  special  town  meeting  was  held 
at  which  it  was  voted  to  extend  the  bounty  of  $200  to  the 
nine-months'  men.  Under  these  two  calls  the  town  paid  boun- 
ties to  fifty  volunteers,  amounting  to  $10,000. 

Sept.  25,  1863,  at  a  special  town  meeting,  it  was  voted  "to 
pay  1^300  bounty  to  each  member  of  the  enrolled  militia  from 
Bristol  who  is  or  may  be  drafted  or  conscripted  to  serve  in  the 
army,  or  to  each  substitute  for  such  conscript,  and  to  authorize 
the  selectmen  to  raise  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  for  this 
purpose  on  the  credit  of  the  town." 

As  the  war  progressed,  it  became  more  and  more  difficult  to 
obtain  volunteers  to  fill  the  quota  of  the  towns.  Then  came  the 
evils  of  the  substitute  business,  when  large  numbers  of  foreign- 
ers enlisted  for  the  large  bounties  offered,  many  of  them  to 
desert  at  the  first  opportunity  and  reenlist  under  another  name 
to  obtain  another  bounty.  From  this  practice  came  the  term 
"bounty  jumper."  It  is  with  no  special  pride  that  we  record 
the  fact  that  Bristol  sent  into  the  service  forty-six  substitutes. 
It  should  be  added,  however,  that  this  was  no  more  proportion- 
ately than  were  .sent  by  other  towns,  and  further,  that  .some  of 
these  men  did  vnliant  service.  Two  who  served  on  the  (^uota 
of  Bristol  were  killed  in  action  and  four  wounded. 

In  1863,  the  town  paid  $500  cash  each  to  nine  conscripts, 
aniountiiig  to  $3,700,  and  hired  twelve  volunteers  at  a  cost  of 
from  $540  to  $575  each,  a  total  of  $6,802. 

Feb.  I,  1864,  the  President  issued  a  call  for  500,000  men  ; 
and  March  12,  following,  came  another  call  for  200,000,  and  this 
was  followed,  July  18,  by  still  another  call  for  500,000  more. 
August  II,  of  this  year,  the  town  held  a  special  town  meeting, 
when  the  lollowing  vote  was  passed : 

Voted  to  raise  a  sum  not  exceeding  |z5,ooo  to  tie  appropriated  as 
bounties,  and  the  selectmen  1m  authorized  to  borrow  tbe  whole  or  any 

Krt  thereof  fouud  necessary  an  tlie  credit  of  the  town  and  pay  such 
unties  as  tliey  may  find  necessary  and  deem  it  expedient  to  pay  la  cur- 
lent  funds  or  coin  to  each  voluuteer,  who  shall  be  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  SUtes,  or  who  hns  been  so  mustered  into  snid  aervice 
8iii('v  llie  Inot  cnll  uf  the  prcBiilciit  for  i;oo,[xni  men,  to  till  the  quota  of  the 
town,  Hiid  to  L'licli  soldier  who  has  volunteered  under  this  call  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  ail  enrolled  mau.orto  the  person  entitled  thereto,  provided  the 
enrolleit  luiiu  rcpreneulcd  liy  such  substitute  pays  |ioo  of  the  sum  nuccti- 
Mtrily  furnished  to  procure  him,  nud  that  the  town  furnish  a  substitute 
for  each  enrolled  or  drafted  man  who  will  hereafter  pay  to  the  selectuieu 
or  into  the  town  treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  town,  tlie  sum  of  $i<x>  until 
our  quota  is  full,  and  that  the  same  vote  apply  and  be  applicable  to  each 
■  enrolled  man  in  town  subject  to  a  draft  or  who  may  hereafter  be  drafted 
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nuder  any  future  call  for  more  men,  npDn  saild  enrolled  or  drafted  man's 
paying  a  like  sum,  and  anthoiiie  and  Initruct  the  aelectmeu  of  the  town 
to  borrow  the  neceaaary  amount  of  money  on  the  credit  of  the  town  to 
carry  into  effect  thia  vote. 

Under  this  vote,  any  man  wlio  paid  $ioo  into  the  town  treasury 
was  entitled  to  have  a  substitute  furnished  by  the  town  regard- 
less of  cost.  Nineteen  men  paid  into  the  treasury  $1,900 ;  and 
the  town  paid  for  eighteen  substitutes  to  take  their  places,  (17,- 
915;  an  average  of  $995.39.  It  also  paid  this  same  year  for 
fwenty-three  volunteers,  $5,500;  an  average  of  $347.82  each. 
The  incidental  expenses  in  procuring  these  men  were  $738.90. 
James  T.  Sanborn  secured  most  of  these,  but  Samuel  H.  Rol- 
lins was  associated  with  him  a  part  of  the  time.  One  item  of 
expense  was  $100  paid  a  party  for  a  trip  to  Canada  to  procure 
substitutes. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  town  paid  for  bounties  and 
incidental  expenses  during  the  war,  $43,655.  Of  this  great 
amount,  the  general  government  refunded  to  the  town  $10,895. 
The  selectmen  disbursed  during  the  war  state  aid  to  families  of 
soldiers,  to  the  amount  of  $4,951. 

During  the  progress  of  the  war,  there  were  many  homes  in 
Bristol  made  desohite  by  the  loss  of  loved  ones.  Alter  each  bat- 
tle where  Bristol  men  were  engaged,  there  was  intense  anxiety  to 
learn  who  of  her  sons  had  fallen.  This  was  especially  true  aiter 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  The  newspapers  had  reported, 
correctly,  a  loss  of  more  than  half  of  the  men  of  the  Twelfth 
Regiment,  engaged,  and  such  was  the  desire  of  the  people  to 
know  the  truth,  that  a  letter  from  the  author  of  this  history,  one 
of  the  survivors,  was  taken  from  the  post-otlice,  opened  and  read 
to  the  assembled  crowd,  before  it  was  delivered  to  the  party  to 
whom  it  was  addressed.  Dristol  lost  at  Chancellorsville  five 
killed  and  ten  wounded. 

By  the  Roll  of  Honor  given  below,  it  will  be  seen  that  Bris- 
tol furnished  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  different  men  for  the 
service  ;  that  five  served  two  terms,  and  one  three  terms,  equal 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  men  in  all ;  that  of  these,  twelve 
died  of  disease ;  twelve  were  killed  in  action  or  died  of  wounds, 
and  twenty-two  were  wounded,  of  whom  ten  were  wonnded  twice 
and  one  three  times.  Still  others  were  discharged  on  account  of 
wounds  or  disease  and  died  soon  after. 

ROLI,   OP    HONOR 

The  military  record  is  here  given,  briefly,  of  each  soldier 
who  served  on  the  quota  of  Bristol.  This  is  followed  by  a  like 
record  of  seventy-seven  natives  of  Bristol  who  served  from  various 
towns  and  states  in  the  Union  army,  but  not  on  the  quota  of 
Bristol.  The  record  of  battles  in  which  each  was  engaged  and 
otlier,  services  performed  is  as  complete  as  can  be  gathered.     It 
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should  not  be  considered  as  conclusive  that  a  soldier  vras  in  no 
enj^agements  because  none  are  mentioned.  AH  organizations 
named  are  of  New  Hampshire  unless  otherwise  stated ;  where  no 
rank  is  given,  a  private  is  to  be  understood ;  when  no  tenn  of  en- 
listment is  stated,  three  years  is  to  be  understood.  "See  Gen." 
means  see  genealogy  for  further  facts. 

1 .  Ash,  Moses,  Co.  D,  4th  Regt. ,  was  born  in  Hill  and  was 
a  resident  of  New  Hampton  when  he  enlisted,  Aug.  14,  '61. 
He  rccnlistcd  in  the  .same  company  Feb.  14,  '64.  But  little  is 
known  of  his  record  except  that  he  died  of  wounds  Nov.  14,  '64, 
at  Portress  Monroe.  His  second  enlistment  was  ou  the  quota 
of  Bristol. 

2.  Belcher,  Franklin  W.,  Co.  A,  ist  Regt.  Cavalry,  was 
born  in  Prancestown,  enlisted  Mar.  24,  '64,  age  30 ;  saw  service 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  died  of  disease  at  Damestown, 
Md.,  Apr.  T,o,  '65. 

3.  Bodwell,  George,  Co.  A,  17th  Regt.,  was  a  native  of 
Concord,  22  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted,  Nov.  18,  '62  for 
nine  months;  transferred  to  Co.  B,  2nd  Regt.,  Apr.  16,  '63;  de- 
serted, May  25,  '63;  returned,  Aug.  ri,  '63;  discharged,  Oct. 
9.  '63- 

4.  Brown,  Charles  S.,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug.  8, 
'62 ;  was  in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville, 
and  at  the  latter  engagement  was  severely  wounded  in  the  tiiigh 
by  a  niinic  kill,  which  was  not  extracted  till  after  his  death, 
twcuty-tlirec  years  later.  By  rea.son  of  his  wound  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  86th  Co.,  2nd  Battalion.  He 
was  discharged  for  disability  at  Fairfax  Seminary,  Va.,  Oct.  7, 
'64.     (See  Gen.) 

5.  Chase,  John  F.,  Co.  D,  12  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug.  12,  '62, 
and  was  discharged  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  Feb.  23,  '63.  (See 
Gen.) 

6.  Cheney,  Charles  W.,  Co.  C,  12  Regt..  enlisted  Aug, 
15,  '62  ;  was  at  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellors- 
ville; was  killed  at  the  last  named  battle,  May  3,  '63.  (See 
Gen.) 

7.  Clark,  Sergt.  Stillman,  Co.  B,  ist  Regt.  Cavalry,  en- 
listed Mar.  24,  '64;  served  in  Anny  of  the  Potomac;  was  in 
battles  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  Wilson's  Raid,  June  22-30,  '64, 
which  included  a  battle  each  day  for  seven  days ;  appointed  ser- 
geant, July  I,  '65  ;  mustered  out,  July  15,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

8.  Cleinvut,  Charles  H.,  Co.  H,  14th  Regt.,  was  a  native 
of  NcwjTOrt,  23  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted,  Aug,  2,  '64,  on  the 
quota  of  Bristol ;  was  discharged  May  18,  '65.  He  had  previ- 
ously served  eight  months  in  the  6th  Regt. 

9.  Cochrane,  Russell  R.,  ist  Co.,  Heavy  Artillery,  enlisted 
Aug.  19.  '64 ;  age,  22 ;  a  native  of  New  Hampton.  He  saw  ser- 
vice in  the  defences  of  Washington  ;  mustered  out,  Sept.  11,  '65. 
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10.  Coreer,  Sergt.  Norman  D,,  Co.  C,  stU  Regt.,  enlisted 
Sept.  3,  '6i .  He  served  in  Anny  of  the  Potomac ;  was  woittided 
at  Fair  Oaks,  June  i,  '62;  reentisted,  Mar,  29,  '64.  The  la.st 
enlistment  was  credited  to  I,ittleton.  He  was  appointed  sergeant ; 
wounded,  June  3,  '64,  at  Cold  Harbor ;  mustered  out,  June  28, 
'65.     (See  Gen.) 

11.  Currier,  George  C,  Co,  D,  i2t1i  Regt.,  enlisted  as  a 
drummer,  Aug.  13,  '63.  In  action  the  duties  of  the  musicians 
were  to  look  after  the  wounded.  In  this  capacity  he  saw  much 
of  the  fighting  in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged,  though  he 
did  not  carry  a  musket.  He  was  mustered  out  with  his  regi- 
ment June  ai,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

12.  Daniou,  Amos,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug.  12, 
'62,  as  a  musician  (fifer).  He  spent  nearly  all  his  enlistment 
as  a  nurse  in  the  hospitals  and  was  most  efficient  and  faithful  in 
this  position.  He  was  mustered  out  with  his  regiment  June 
21,  '65. 

13.  Danforth,  Corp.  Eugene  A.,  Co.  M,  N.  H.  Battalion 
New  England  Cavalry,  was  bom  in  Bethel,  Vt. ,  and  20  years  old 
when  he  enlisted,  Jan.  15,  '62.  He  reenlisted  Feb.  i,  '64  ;  ap- 
pointed corporal,  July  i,  '65 ;  mustered  out,  July  15,  '65.  His 
second  enlistment  was  credited  to  Bristol. 

14.  Darling.  Sergl.  I'Vank,  Co.  I,  1st  Rcgl..  and  Co.  I), 
I3tli  Regt.,  was  a  native  of  Hill,  but  had  resided  in  Bristol  from 
boyhood,  and  at  date  of  first  enlistment  was  22  years  old.  He 
enlisted  Apr.  23,  '61,  in  ist  Regt.  for  three  months,  and  was 
mustered  out  May  4,  following.  Aug.  14,  '62,  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  C,  i3th  Regt.  and  was  mustered  as  sergeant.  He  was 
mustered  out  with  the  regiment  June  21,  '65.  In  April,  '66, 
he  went  to  Kichnioiid,  Va.,  where  he  died  sonic  nioiUhs  later. 

15.  Denuison,  Sergt.  John  P.,  Co.  C,  lylh  Regt.,  was  n 
native  of  Brookline,  Mass.,  and  a  resident  of  Bristol,  44  years 
old,  when  he  enlisted,  Oct.  21,  '63,  for  nine  months.  He  was 
appointed  quartermaster  sergeant,  and  was  mustered  out  Apr. 
16,  '63.  He  served  later  as  quartermaster  sergeant  in  ist 
Heavy  Artillery  on  the  quota  of  Lancaster. 

16.  Dow,  Jacob  H.,  Co.  H.,  4th  Regt.,  was  a  native  of 
Claremont,  but  for  some  years  had  been  a  resident  of  Hri.stol, 
and  was  41  years  of  age  when  lie  enlisted.  May  30,  '61.  For 
some  reason  he  was  not  assigned  to  any  regiment  or  mustered 
into  the  U.  S.  service  under  this  enlistment,  but  did  service  at 
Portsmouth,  until  discharged,  Aug.  17,  following.  The  next 
day  he  reenlisted  in  the  i4tli  Regt.  He  was  discharged  for 
disability  at  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  Oct.  31,  '63.  He  died  at 
Hill  Apr.  20,  '84. 

17.  Drake,  Henry,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug.  9, 
'63.  He  was  wounded  at  Chancellorsville  May  3,  '63;  dis- 
charged with  his  regiment,  June  21,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 
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i3.  Drake,  Charles  N.,  Co,  C,  12U1  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug. 
7,  '62.  He  was  in  tlie  battles  o(  Fredericksburg,  Cliaiicellors- 
ville,  and  Gettysburg.  At  the  last  named  engagement  a  grape 
shot  shattered  his  right  leg,  and  while  lying  behind  a  targe  rock, 
to  which  he  had  crawled  for  shelter,  the  line  of  battle  changed, 
bringing  him  between  the  two  lines,  and  he  was  soon  after  struck 
by  a  minie  ball  from  the  Union  side,  which  passed  through ' 
his  left  lung  very  near  his  heart.  At  night  he  was  carried  from 
the  field  and  the  next  day  in  the  afternoon  his  leg  was  ampu- 
tated. He  rct:overcd  and  lived  more  thsin  32  years,  able  to  do 
a  (air  day's  work  at  carpentering.  He  was  discharged  at  Balti- 
more, Md.,  Mar.  15,  '64.     (See  Gen.) 

19.  Dnstin,  Moses,  ist  Regt.  Cavalry,  was  born  in  Hill 
and  43  years  old  when  he  enlisted.  Mar.  z6,  '64.  While  in 
camp  at  Concord  he  was  taken  sick  and  there  died  Apr,  12,  '64, 

20.  Ea.stman,  Moses,  Co.  I,  ist  Regt.,  was  a  native  of 
I.owcit,  Ma.ss.,  but  was  a  resident  of  Uristol  when  the  war  com- 
menced, and  22  years  of  age.  .He  was  one  of  the  first  five  who 
enlisted  from  Ilristol  in  the  ist  Regt.,  Apr.  23,  '61,  for  three 
months.  He  served  with  this  regiment  in  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  mustered  out  Aug,  9.  Aug.  12,  '62,  he  enlisted 
in  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.  He  was  discharged  for  disability  Dec. 
16,  '6z,  His  first  enlistment  was  credited  to  Bristol ;  his  second, 
to  Alexandria. 

21.  lia.'iter,  Robert,  Co.  C,  i3th  Regt,,  was  born  in  Rng- 
liiiid,  but  was  ft  resident  (if  Bristol,  niid  ft  tanner  by  trade, 
when  he  enlisted,  Aug.  8,  '62.  A  few  days  after  the  regiment 
arrived  at  the  scat  of  war  he  was  taken  sick  and  died  of  typhoid 
fever  at  Washington,  Oct.  19,  following.  He  left  a  widow  and 
daughter  at  Bristol, 

22.  Emerson,  John  A.,  Co.  E,  2nd  Regt.,  was  bom  in 
Bristol,  Nov.  28,  '43,  the  son  of  William  and  Betsey  (ColHus) 
Emerson.  He  enlisted  Apr.  23,  '61,  for  three  months,  but  was 
not  mastered  ;  recnlisted,  May  21,  '61,  for  three  years  in  the  2nd 
Regt.;  served  in  the  Army  of  the  I'otomac  and  particijmtcd  In 
the  battles  of  Hirst  Bull  Run,  Siege  of  Yorktown,  Williams- 
burg, Seven  Days'  fight  in  McClellan's  Retreat,  Malvern  Hill, 
Second  Bull  Run,  Fredericksburg,  and  Gettysbui^.  In  the 
last  named  engagement  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Belle 
Island,  Richmond,  where  he  remained  eight  months.  He  was 
then  sent  to  A ndersonville,  Ga.,  where  he  spent  another  eight 
months;  from  there  he  was  sent  to  Florence,  S.  C,  and  after 
(onr  months  more  of  prison  life  was  sent  to  Goldsborough,  N. 
C,  where  he  was  paroled  Feb.  16,  '65 ;  dicharged.  May  a,  '65, 
at  Concord,  after  a  service  of  four  years  and  three  moutlis. 

23.  Emmons,  Sergt.  Gustavus,  Co.  C,  lath  Regt.,  enlisted 
Aug,  t6,  '62,  as  a  private  and  was  mustered  as  corporal ;  a  few 
mouths  later,  was  made  sergeant.     He  was  at  F'redericksburg, 
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and  was  killed  at  ChancellorsviUe,  May  3,  '63 ;  funeral  at  Bris- 
tol, June  17.     (See  Gen.) 

24-     Everett,  Lieut.  David  E.,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  as 

a  private  Aug.  20,  '62 ;  mustered  as  first  lieutenant,  Sept.  8,  '62. 

He  was  with  his  company  at  Fredericksburg,  but  soon  after 

resigned  on  account  of  rheumatism.     His  dtscliarge  was  datctl 

'  Jan.  26.  '63.     (See  Gen.) 

25.  Fellows,  Henry  A.,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug. 
■4,  '62 ;  served  with  his  company  at  Fredericksburg,  Chancel- 
lorsville,  and  Gettysburg ;  at  the  last  named  battle  was  severe- 
ly wounded  in  the  ann  and  had  several  ribs  broken  by  a  piece 
of  shell.  After  receiving  his  wounds  he  walked  20  miles  to  the 
rear.  He  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  at  Philadelphia,  where 
he  died  of  his  wounds  Aug.  20,  following.  He  was  one  of  tlie 
best  soldiers  in  the  regiment  and  fought  with  desperation  at  the 
battle  of  Chancellorsville.  On  his  mother's  side,  his  grandfather 
was  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  his  great-grandfather  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.     (See  Gen.) 

26.  Fellows,  Lieut.  Joseph  P.,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  a  brother 
of  above,  enlisted  Aug.  20,  '62.  He  served  nearly  all  his  term 
in  the  conimissaTy  and  quartermaster's  departments,  and  conse- 
quently escaped  battles ;  mustered  out  with  the  regiment,  June 
21,  '65.  The  day  before  his  discharge  he  was  given  a  commis- 
sion as  brevet  second  lieutenant  of  Co.  K,  but  was  not  mus- 
tered.    (See  Gen.) 

27.  Ferrin.  Sergt.  EnosB.,Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug. 
12,  '62;  appointed  corporal,  Jan.  20,  '64;  sergeant,  June  i,  '65; 
mustered  out,  June  21,  '65;  was  in  the  battles  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Chancellorsville,  Swift  Creek,  and  Cold  Harbor,  and  Siege 
of  Petersburg,  and  escaped  all  unharmed.  During  the  Gettys- 
burg campaign,  he  was  on  detached  service  as  guard  for  a  wagon 
train,  and  so  escaped  that  battle.     (See  Gen.) 

28.  Fogg,  Sergt.  James  M,,  Co.  B,  6th  Regt.,  was  a  native 
of  Bristol  and  30  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted,  Oct.  3,  '61. 
He  was  wounded  at  Fredericksburg  Dec.  13,  '61 ;  reenlisted, 
Dec.  22,  '63,  on  the  quota  of  Bristol ;  appointed  sergeant ; 
wounded.  May  18,  '64,  at  Spottsylvania,  Va.;  captured,  Oct. 
I, '64,  at  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Va.;  released;  mustered  out, 
July  17,  '65. 

29.  Fowler,  Capt.  Blake,  Co.  C,  izth  Regt.,  was  58  years 
of  age  when  he  received  his  commission  as  captain  of  Co.  C, 
Sept.  8,  '62.  He  commanded  his  company  till  after  the  battle 
of  Chancellorsville;  discharged,  May  11,  '63.     (See  Gen.) 

30.  Fowler,  Maj.  Hadley  B,,  M.  D.,  son  of  Capt.  Fowler, 
above,  enlisted  as  a  private  Aug.  18,  '63,  in  the  i2tli  Regt.  At 
a  meeting  held  in  Laconia  Aug.  36,  63,  by  the  regiment,  he 
was  elected  surgeon,  and  was  commissioned  as  such  by  the 
governor,  and  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  service  Aug.  28,  with 
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Hie  rank  oE  major,  lie  served  llie  eiilirc  term  of  liis  regiment 
and  was  mustered  out  with  it  June  21,  '65.  At  Warreiiton, 
Va.,  in  the  fall  of  '62,  he  was  taken  prisoner  with  his  father  and 
son,  Geo.  H.  Fowler,  who.  at  thirteen  years  of  age,  was  serving 
as  servant  for  liis  lather ;  but  they  were  exchanged  or  paroled 
some  months  later.  He  was  present  for  duty  as  surgeon  at  every 
battle  in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged  except  Fredericks- 
burg, when  he  was  a  prisoner  of  war.  At  Chancellorsville  he 
had  charge  of  the  brigade  field  hospital,  and  was  operating 
surgeon  of  the  2n<t  Hrig.,  2nd  l)iv.,  3rd  Coqis  at  GctLy.sburg. 
lie  was  chief  oiK'rator  of  the  18th  Corps  at  Drury's  HUiff,  and 
on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  took  charge  of  the  iSth 
Coqm  hospital,  and  held  this  jiosition  till  the  fall  of  '64,  when 
he  was  .sent,  by  the  War  Department,  to  Ohio,  as  one  of  a  board 
of  examiners  to  inspect  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in  that 
state.  On  his  return,  he  was  ordered  by  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  to 
construct  a  haspttal  at  Pohit  of  Rocks,  Va.,  for  the  Army  of 
the  James,  and  was  in  charge  of  the  same  till  the  hospital 
was  no  longer  nee<1ed.  In  this  hospital  be  had  3,500  beds  for 
patients ;  500  for  attendants  and  officers ;  34  surgeons ;  3  chap- 
lains; a  quartermaster  and  a  commissary,  5  stewards,  31  ward 
masters,  25  matrons,  300  nurses,  75  coo)^,  and  85  officers  and 
men  for  guard  duty.  The  management  of  this  hospital  required 
executive  ability  of  a  rare  order,  but  Maj.  Fowler  was  equal  to 
the  occasion,  and  lie  had  a  model  lio.<4pitaI.  In  May,  '65,  he 
ri-ccivcd  sin  apiMiinlmcut  from  the  War  Dept.,  to  the  I'Vccman's 
Bureau,  under  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  but  declined.     (See  Gen.) 

31.  Grey,  John  A.,  Co.  I,  8th  Regt.,  was  a  native  of  Bris- 
tol, and  was  residing  here  and  21  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted, 
Dec.  4,  '61.  He  was  taken  sick  before  leaving  the  state,  and  died 
at  Manchester,  Jan.  28,  '62. 

32.  Hall,  Adna  M.,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug.  12, 
'62,  At  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville  he 
escajwd  unbanned,  but  at  Gettysburg,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
Tight  of  the  second  day,  lie  was  struck  by  a  miuie  ball  in  the 
shoulder  while  in  a  stooping  position,  and  it  plowed  a  path  down 
his  back.  He  died  of  his  wound  at  Philadelphia,  Sept.  15,  '63. 
(See  Gen.) 

33.  Hall,  Oliver  P.,  Co.  D,  r2th  Regt.,  a  brother  of  the 
above,  enlisted  Aug.  12,  '62.  He  was  in  all  the  general  engage- 
ments of  his  regiment  except  Fredericksburg  and  Gettysburg. 
At  Chancel lorsville,  while  trying  to  bind  up  the  death  wound  of 
a  comrade,  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  hip  by  a  minie  ball. 
Unable  to  travel,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  but  paroled.  Recover- 
ing from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  his  regiment  the  next  fall  At 
Burmuda  Hundred,  Nov,  17,  '64,  while  on  the  picket  line,  he 
was  again  captured,  and  was  in  Libby  and  Belle  Island  prisons, 
Richmond,  and  that  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  from  which  place  he 
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was  exchanged  Apr.  15,  '65,  and  discharged  at  Concord  Uay 
30, '65.     (See  Gen.) 

34.  Harlow,  William  P.,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug. 

12,  '63.  His  term  ol  service  was  very  brief,  as  he  died  of 
typhoid  fever  at  Washington,  Oct.  16,  '62.     (See  Geu.) 

35.  Heath,  Sergt.  Webster,  Co.  I,  ist  Regt.,  and  Co.  B, 
gth  Regt.,  enlisted  Apr.  23,  '61,  (or  three  months ;  wns  inustcrwl 
out  Aug.  9,  '61.  June  2,  '62,  he  enlisted  in  the  9th  Regt.  for 
three  years,  and  was  mustered  in  as  sergeant.  He  served  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  at  the  Siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  again  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was  mustered  out  June  10,  '65. 
(See  Gen.) 

36.  Home,  Charles  H,,  enlisted  Apr.  23,  '61,  in  Co.  I,  ist 
Regt.,  for  three  months,  and  was  mustered  out  with  his  regiment 
Aug.  9,  following.  Sept.  9,  '61,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  P,  2nd 
Regt.  V.  S.  Sharpshooters  for  three  years,  and  was  discharged 
for  disability  Mar,  14,  '62.     (See  Gen.) 

37.  Home,  Corp.  Augustus  Paul,  Co.  B,  9th  Regt.,  en- 
listed June  4,  '62.     He  was  wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  Dec. 

13,  '62;  appointed  corporal,  May  i,  '64;  wounded  and  captured. 
May  12,  '64,  at  Spottsylvania ;  released,  Dec.  '64,  and  mustered 
out  June  10,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

38.  Hill,  Henry  0.,  Co.  H,  ist  Ucgt.  Cnvalry.  enlislcil 
Mar,  28,  "64;  served  till  July  15,  '65,  when  he  was  mustered 
out.  He  had  previously  served  about  one  year  in  Co.  D,  15th 
Regt.,  on  the  quota  of  Northfield.  He  was  a  native  of  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.,  and  18  years  of  age  at  the  date  of  his  first  enlist- 
ment. 

39.  Howe,  Corp.  Moses  B.,  Co.  D,  lath  Regt.,  enlisted 
Aug.  7,  '62.  He  was  ap]>oiiited  corporal  Jan.  25,  '64,  and  served 
for  some  time  as  color  corporal,  but  much  of  his  time  lie  served 
as  nurse.  He  was  mustered  out  with  the  regiment  June  21,  '65. 
(See  Gen.) 

40.  Hoyt,  Corp.  Levi,  Co.  A,  ist  Regt.  Cavalry,  was  a 
native  of  Grafton,  and  22  years  old  when  he  enlisted.  Mar.  14, 
'64.  He  was  appointed  corporal;  wounded.  Mar.  2,  '65,  at 
Waynesboro,  Va. ;  discharged,  May  20,  '65,  at  Frederick  City, 
Md. 

41.  Hunt,  Sylvester  D.,  Co.  G,  15th  Regt,,  was  a  native 
of  Bristol ;  resided  in  Bristol,  and  was  18  years  old  when  he  en- 
listed, Oct.  18,  '62,  for  nine  months ;  mustered  out,  Aug.  13,  '63, 

42.  Huse,  Stephen  D.,  Co.  G,  i8th  Regt.,  enlisted  Dec. 
29,  '64,  for  one  year,  and  was  mustered  out  July  29,  '65  ;  died 
at  Bristol,  Jan.  12,   1902.     (See  Gen.) 

43.  Hutchinson,  Daniel  Smith,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted 
Aug.  9,  '62  ;  mustered  out,  June  2 1,  '65 ;  died  at  Franklin  Falls, 
Dec.  9,  '91.     (See  Gen.) 

44.  lugalls,  Sergt.  John  H.,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt,,  enlisted 
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Aug.  19,  '62,  mustered  as  sergeant.  He  was  discharged  by  rea- 
son of  chronic  diarrhea  Apr.  16,  '63,  and  died  at  his  home  iu 
Bristol  of  this  disease,  Dec.  5,  following.     (See  Gen.) 

45.  Ingalls,  Sergt.  Horace  L.,  was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist 
from  Bristol.  He  served  in  Co.  I,  ist  Regt. ;  Co.  H,  8th  Regt., 
and  Co.  G,  iSth  Regt.;  enlisted  first,  Apr,  23,  '61,  for  three 
montlis,  and  served  in  the  ist  Regt.  till  this  regiment  was  mus- 
tered out,  Aug.  9,  following.  Dec.  2,  '61,  he  enlisted  for  three 
years  in  the  8th  Regt.,  and  served  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf 
till  May  2,  '63,  when  he  was  discharged.  Dec,  16,  '64,  he  en- 
listed iu  Co.  G,  i8th  Regt.,  for  one  year,  and  was  mustered  the 
same  day  as  sergeant,  and  appointed  commissary  sergeant ;  mus- 
tered out,  July  29,  '65.  In  each  enlistment  he  was  credited  to 
Bristol  and  the  last  time  he  refused  a  much  larger  bounty  than 
Bristol  was  paying  rather  than  be  credited  to  auy  other  than  his 

■  native  town.     (See  Gen.) 

46.  Jcnness,  Corp,  Charles  G.,  Co.  A,  1st  Regt.  Cavalry, 
was  lioni  in  Chicliester,  and  2t  years  old  when  he  enlisted,  Mar. 

11,  '64.  He  was  appointed  corporal  May  i,  '64,  and  mustered 
out  July  15,  '65. 

47.  Jewett,  Lieut.  Alonzo  W.,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted 
Aug.  1 2,  '62,  and  was  mustered  as  sergeant.  He  was  made  first 
lieutenant  ot'  Co.  I,  Dec.  2,  '63.  He  was  iu  all  the  principal  en- 
gagements of  the  regiment  except  the  Siege  at  Petersburg,  at 
which  time  he  was  acting  quartermaster  of  field  hospital,  and 
Inter  of  the  i3th  Kcgt.,  and  was  assistant  quartermaster  of  the 
post  at  Danville.  At  Cold  Harbor  he  was  slightly  wounded; 
was  mustered  out  with  the  regiment,  June  21,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

48.  Kidder,  Henry  R.,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug. 

12,  '62.  He  was  one  of  the  first  in  the  regiment  to  fall,  being 
killed  at  Chancellorsvllle,  May  3,  '63.  He  was  lying  on  the 
ground  with  the  regiment,  in  the  second  line  of  battle,  before 
becoming  engaged,  when  a  minie  ball  pierced  his  brain.  (See 
Gen.) 

49.  Kidder,  Sergt.  Uriah  H.,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt,,  enlisted 
Aug.  12,  '62.  He  was  appointed  coiporal  Jan.  8,  '63,  and  ser- 
geant Nov.  3,  '63.  He  was  in  every  engagement  of  his  regi- 
ment up  to  Cold  Harbor,  where  he  was  severely  wounded  with  a 
ininie  ball  in  his  thigh,  and  was  not  able  to  do  active  service 
afterward.  At  Gettysburg  a  piece  of  shell  helped  him  over  a 
fence,  a  towel  in  his  knapsack  probably  saving  his  life.  At 
Cliauccllorsvillc  he  lay  bestdc  his  brother,  Henry,  named  above, 
when  he  was  killed;  dischargc<l,  on  account  of  his  wound,  at 
Point  of  Rock.s,  Vn.,  May  28,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

50.  I,auey,  Levi  B  ,  Co.  C,  i2tli  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug-  19, 
'62.  He  participated  in  the  following  battles  :  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Drury's  Bluff,  Swift  Creek,  and  Cold  Harbor. 
At  Chancellorsville  he  was  slightly  wounded  iu  left  arm   and 
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taken  prisoner.  After  twelve  days  he  was  paroled  from  Belle 
Island,  Richmond,  and  sent  to  Camp  Parole,  Annapolis,  Md., 
and  returned  to  the  regiment  Nov.  lo,  following.  At  Cold  Hnr- 
bor  he  was  wonnded  slightly  in  left  arm  and  severely  in  right 
shoulder.  The  surgeons  iu  dressing  the  wound  unjoiiited  the 
shoulder  joint  and  removed  four  inches  of  the  arm  bone.  He 
was  discharged  June  19,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

51.  Macliun,  George  D.,  Co.  D,  3rd  Regt.,  enlisted  May 
35,  '61,  the  second  man  in  Bristol  to  enlist  (or  three  years;  dis- 
charged for  disability,  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Dec.  3,  '62.  (See 
Gen.) 

52.  Marden,  Edwin  O.,  Co.  B,  5th  Regt.,  was  drafted  Oct. 
20,  '63,  and  instead  of  furnishing  a  substitute,  he  responded 
personally,  and  served  till  mustered  out  with  the  regiment,  June 
28,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

53.  Marden.  Charles  H.,  Co,  B,  ist  Regt.  Cavalry,  was 
bom  in  Grafton,  Vt.,  and  ^as  iS  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted, 
Mar.  28,  '64..  He  was  wounded  at  Keameysville,  Va.,  and  died 
of  his  wounds  Aug.  25,  '64. 

54.  Melville,  Charles,  Imrn  in  Kuglaiid,  enlisted  Apr.  15, 
'62,  as  an  ordinary  seaman.  He  served  as  James  Kamslxtttoni, 
on  U.  S.  GunlxMts  "North  Carolina,"  "Sabine,"  and  "Hart- 
lord";  wounded,  Aug.  5,  '64,  in  ItaUlc  nf  Mobile  Hay;  dis- 
charged from  receiving  ship  "New  York  City,"  Jan.  17,  '65,  by 
reason  of  expiration  of  service;  died,  Jan.  5,  '67,  at  Rochester. 

55.  Musgrove.  Corp.  Abbott  C,  Co.  H,  115  N.  Y.  Vol. 
Inf.  He  was  at  work  at  Cohoes,  N.  V.,  when  he  enlisted,  July 
2t,  '62.  Bristol  being  his  home,  he  was  claimed  on  the  quota 
of  Bristol  and  this  claim  was  allowed.  He  was  with  his  regi- 
ment at  Harper's  Ferry,  when  that  post  was  surrendered  by  Gen. 
Miles.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Olustee,  Fla. ;  was  hospital 
steward  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  and  was  in  several  engagements 
in  the  Army  of  the  James ;  was  appointed  corporal,  and  served 
as  color  corporal,  and  while  carrying  the  colors  at  the  battle  of 
Deep  Bottom,  Aug.  16,  '64,  he  fell  with  a  minie  ball  through 
his  body.  His  last  words  were:  "Tell  my  friends  I  die  for  my 
country  and  die  happy."     (See  Gen.) 

56.  Mnsgrove,  Capt,  Richard  W  ,  Co.  D,  lath  Regt.,  and 
Co.  I,  ist  Kcgt.  U  S.  Vol.  Inf  ,  a  brother  o(  uImjvc  name<l,  en- 
listed Aug.  12,  '62.  He  was  mustered  in  as  corporal;  ap- 
pointed sergeant.  Mar.  17,  '63;  first  sergeant,  Feb.  i,  '64;  was 
at  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chancellotsvtlle  (where  he  had  one 
musket  shattered  and  another  knocked  from  his  hands),  at 
Gettysbtirg  (where  he  carried  the  state  colors  on  the  third  day's 
fight),  and  at  Wapping  Heights.  When  the  regiment  was  sta- 
tioned at  Point  Lookout,  he  was  detailed  for  duty  at  the  camp 
for  prisoners  of  war,  where  he  had  charge  of  1,000  men,  and 
later  was  sergeant  of  the  provost  guard  at  Geii.  Gilnian  Mars- 
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ton's  brigade  lieadqiiarlers  ;  discharged,  Apr.  23,  '64,  to  accept 
promotion,  and  Apr  24,  '64,  was  appointed  first  lieutenant  of  Co. 
D,  1st  Regt.  U,  S.  Vol,  Inf.,  a  regiment,  organized  by  Gen.  But- 
ler, and  composed  of  prisoners  of  war  wlio  had  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  and  enlisted  into  tlie  service  of  the  Union ;  appointed 
captain  of  Co.  I,  same  regiment,  Ang.  13,  '64,  and  mustered  out. 
May  21,  '66,  after  a  service  of  three  years  and  nine  months. 
While  in  this  regiment,  he  served  three  mouths  hi  Norfolk,  Va., 
as  provost  guard,  and  the  balance  of  tlie  time  on  the  uortliwest 
and  western  frontiers,  being  stationed  one  year  at  Fort  Ridgcly, 
Minn.  In  the  fall  of  '65,  his  company  with  three  others  opened 
what  is  now  the  Smoky  Hill  route  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad, 
from  Atchison,  Kan.,  to  Denver,  Col.  In  winter  of  '65-6,  he 
was  stationed  at  what  is  now  Fort  Wallace,  Kansas,  over  300 
miles  from  the  nearest  settlemeut  on  the  east.     (See  Gen.) 

57.  Nelson,  Dan  P.,  Co,  D,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  Ang.  12, 
'62 ;  was  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  and  at  Chaucellors- 
ville,  where  he  was  killed  June  3,  '63.  He  was  the  oldest  of 
three  brothers  who  served  in  the  same  company.     (See  Gen.) 

58.  Nelson.  Corp.  Albert,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  brother  of 
above,  enlisted  Aug.  12,  '62,  was  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
and  Chancellorsville,  at  the  latter  of  which  he  was  wounded, 
May  3,  '63.  He  returned  to  the  regiment  in  the  fall  of  '63,  and 
was  appointed  corporal  Feb.  5,  '64.  He  died  Feb.  10,  '65,  of 
chronic  diarrhea,  while  at  home  on  a  sick  furlough.     (See  Gen.) 

59.  Nebton,  Major  J.,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  nnothcr  brother, 
enlisted  Aug.  12,  '62;  was  at  Fredericksburg  and  wounded  at 
ChaiiccIhirHvillc ;  discharged,  July  3,  '(t^,  lo  date  June  21,  '65. 
At  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  Albert  was  first  wounded 
in  the  head  by  a  piece  of  shell,  and  Dan  went  to  his  assistance. 
While  helping  him  from  the  field.  Major  was  found,  wounded,  but 
not  so  badly  but  that  he  lent  a  hand  in  assisting  Albert.  A  few 
minutes  later,  Dan  receive<l  his  death  wound.  A  ball  struck  liiui 
in  the  back  and  penetrated  his  bowels,  protruding  in  front. 
The  enemy  were  clasc  ui>on  them,  and  Dan  begged  his  brothers 
to  leave  him  rather  than  all  should  be  captured,  and  so  they  left 
him  to  die  alone.  It  was  in  memory  of  the  two  deceased  broth- 
ers that  Nelson  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Bristol,  was  named.     (See  Gen.) 

60.  Osgood,  Sergt.  Thomas  E.,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  enlist- 
ed Aug.  12,  '62  ;  was  mustered  as  corporal ;  appointed  sergeant. 
Mar.  31,  '63.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  at  Chau- 
ccllorsvitlc  (where  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm  with  a 
minie  ball).  Swift  Creek,  Relay  House,  and  at  Drury's  Bluff. 
At  Drury's  Bluff  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg  with  a  piece  of 
shell,  which  caused  a  contusion,  resulting  in  a  long  and  danger- 
ous sickness,  and  causing  so  much  trouble  in  later  years  that  he 
was  obliged  to  use  crutches.  He  did  no  service  after  his  last 
wound  and  was  discharged  July  20,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 
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6i.  Peabody,  Thomas  K.,  Co.  A.  ist  Regt.  Cavalry,  was 
born  in  Nashua,  and  was  18  years  old  when  Tie  enlisted.  Mar. 
24,  '64.  .  He  was  reported  misshig,  June  30,  '64,  on  Wilson's 
Raid  on  Weldon  railroad  in  Va. ;  gained  from  missing;  dis- 
charged, June  22,  '65,  at  Concord. 

62.  Plummer,  Corp.  Jonathan  P.,  Co,  B,  glh  Regt.,  was  a 
native  of  Meredith,  and  19  years  ol  age  when  he  enlisted,  July 
14,  '62.  He  was  wounded  May  18,  '64,  at  Spottsylvania,  Va. ; 
appointed  corporal,  Nov.  s,  '64;  mustered  out,  June  10,  '65. 

63.  Randolph,  Sergt.  Henry  A.,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  en- 
listed Aug.  12,  '62,  and  was  mustered  as  first  sergeant.  Sergt. 
Randolph  had  served  in  the  British  army  and  was  a  good  drill 
master,  and  his  services  were  often  called  for  in  this  ca))acity  by 
his  superior  officers.  Aug.  i,  '63,  by  reason  of  having  broken 
his  leg,  he  was  transferred  to  Co.  C,  12th  Invalid  Corps  as  cor- 
poral ;  Feb.  11,  '64,  re-transferred  to  his  old  company.  At  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  on  the  night  ol  the  retreat  of  the  array 
across  the  Rappahannock,  he  had  charge  of  a  squad  on  the  picket 
line.  By  an  oversight  or  as  a  part  of  the  scheme  to  cover  the 
retreat,  no  orders  were  given  to  withdraw  the  pickets.  He  dis- 
covered the  situation  and  withdrew,  arriving  at  the  river  just  as 
the  last  boats  were  being  removed,  and  his  sqnnd  were  the  last 
to  cross.  After  liis  return  to  the  regiment,  he  was  in  the  battles 
of  Bermuda  Hundred,  Swift  Creek,  Relay  House,  Drury's  Bluff, 
Port  Walthall,  and  perhaps  Cold  Harbor ;  discharged  for  disa- 
bility, May  16,  "65,  at  Point  of  Rocks,  Va.,  as  corporal.  He 
died  Aug.  17,  '84.     (See  Gen.) 

64.  Rowe,  Corp.  Louis,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted'Aug. 
12,  '62.  He  came  to  Bristol  from  Canada  when  a  young  man 
and  learned  the  wheelwright  trade,  and  was  a  good  workman. 
He  was  not  naturalized  and  therefore  not  subject  to  a  draft,  but 
he  refused  a  good  offer  to  stay  at  home  and  go  later  as  a  suljsli- 
tute  for  the  party  making  the  offer  in  case  he  should  be  drafted. 
He  was  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  and  at  Chancellorsville 
was  severely  wounded,  the  same  minie  ball  wounding  his  left 
hand  and  piercing  his  right  lung.  This  wound  entitled  him  to 
a  discharge,  but  he  preferred  to  return  to  the  regiment,  which 
he  did  the  following  winter,  and  did  gopd  service  as  guard  of 
quartermaster  stores.  lie  engaged  in  the  fight  at  Drury's  Bluff 
from  choice.  He  was  appointed  corporal  Jan.  20,  '64,  and  mus- 
tered out  with  the  regiment  June  21,  '65,  After  19  years  of 
suffering  he  died  of  his  wound  in  Bristol,  June  27,  '82.  (See 
Gen.) 

■  65.  Saunders,  Benjamin,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  and  Co.  A, 
ist  Regt.  Cavalry.  He  first  enlisted  Aug.  11,  '62.  He  was 
wounded  at  Chancellorsville,  and  discharged  Oct.  22,  '63,  at 
Washington.  Mar.  15,  '64,  he  enlisted  in  the  ist  Regt.  Vol. 
Cavalry  ;  June  30,  '64,  he  was  captured  on  Wilson's  Raid  on  the 
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Weldoii  railroad,  and  died  Nov.  i,  '64,  in  prison  at  Florence, 
S.  C. ;  both  enlistments  credited  to  Bristol.     (See  Gen.) 

66.  Sinionds,  Merrill,  Co.  B,  ist  Regt.  Cavalry,  enlisted 
Mar.  26,  '64  ;  died  of  exhaustion,  June  26,  '64,  while  on  the 
inarch  near  Christianville,  Va.     (See  Gen.) 

67.  Sleeper,  David  C,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug. 
20,  '62  ;  discharged  lor  disability,  Dec  16,  '62,  at  Washington. 
(See  Gen.) 

68.  Smith,  Corp.  Charles  G.,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  was  born 
iu  Moultonboro.  He  was  a  miller  in  Bristol  and  31  years  of  age 
when  be  enlisted,  Aug.  12,  '62.  He  was  mustered  as  corporal. 
At  the  battle  ol  Chaucellorsville,  one  knee  was  shattered  by  a 
piece  ol  shell  or  a  minie  Imll  and  he  died  of  bis  wounds  Jtine  6, 
iollowing,  at  Aquia  Creek,  Va.  He  left  a  widow  in  Bristol.  A 
brother,  David  R.,  served  in  the  same  company  from  Hill. 

69.  Smith,  Olncy  P.,  N.  H,  Battalion,  New  Kngland 
Cavalry,  was  bom  in  Grafton,  but  was  a  re.sident  ol  Bristol  when 
be  enlisted,  Jan.  21,  '62.  He  was  captured  May  30,  '62,  at 
Front  Royal,  Va. ;  released;  died  ol  disease,  Oct.  11,  '62,  at 
Annapolis,  Md. 

70.  Swett,  Roswell  D.,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted  Aug. 
9,  '62.  He  was  conspicuous  for  bis  bravery  at  Fredericksburg, 
Chaucellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  Wapping  Heights,  AtChan- 
cellorsville  five  bullets  passed  through  his  clothes.  In  October, 
'63,  white  suffering  from  chronic  diarrhea,  he  was  granted  a  .sick 
furlough,  and  while  fii  roitlc  fur  hLs  home,  died  at  Boston,  Mass., 
Oct.  12.     (See  Gen.) 

71.  Swett,  Benjamin,  Co.  H,  15th  Regt.,  a  brother  of 
above,  enlisted  Sept.  16.  '62,  for  nine  moutlis;  mustered  out, 
Aug.  13,  '63.     (See  Gen.) 

72.  Swett,  Sylvester,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  a  brother  of 
above,  enlisted  Aug.  13,  '62.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Freder- 
icksburg, Chaucellorsville,  and  Gettysburg.  At  the  last  named 
battle  lii.s  haversack  and  canteen  were  shot  from  his  side,  and  he 
was  wounded  with  a  minie  l>all  iu  his  right  ankle.  The  ball 
was  not  extracted  till  48  hours  later,  and  it  was  five  months 
l>efore  be  could  walk.  The  surgeons  advised  amputation  but 
this  he  refused  to  allow,  and  thus  saved  his  foot.  May  1,  '65, 
he  was  transferred  to  52nd  Co.,  2nd  Battalion  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps,  and  discharged  July  7,  '65,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  (See 
Gen.) 

73.  Tiltou,  Lieut.  Timothy,  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  enlisted 
Aug.  13,  '63,  and  was  mustered  as  corporal.  He  was  present  for 
duty  nearly  every  day  of  his  entire  term  of  service;  took  an 
active  part  in  every  battle  iu  which  his  regiment  was  engaged, 
and  escaped  without  a  scratch,  except  tiiat  received  from  a 
sliver  from  a  tree  at  Cold  Harbor.  He  was  appointed  sergeant 
Aug.  28,  '63 ;   ist  sergeant,  Oct.  4,  '64,  and  brevet  2nd  lieuten- 
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ant.  May  i8,  '65 ;  but  declined  muster  on  his  coniiuission ; 
was  mustered  out  with  his  regiment  June  31,  1865.  His  cheery 
good  nature  and  ready  wit  made  Itis  presence  a  constant  blessing 
to  his  comrades.      (See  Gen.) 

74.  Twombly,  George  W.,  Co.  D,  12th  Regt,  was  a 
native  of  Gilmanton  and  29  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted,  Aug. 
16,  '62.  He  was  wounded  at  Clianccllorsvilli;;  trnusfcrri.'<l  to 
Co,  I,  ist  Invalid  Corps,  Sept.  2,  '63  ;  discharged,  July  14,  '65. 
His  father  served  in  Co.  D,  12th  Regt. 

75.  Wallis,  Orren  W.,  [Wallace]  Co.  D,  12th  Regt.,  and 
Co.  E,  3rd  Regt.,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  enlisted,  first,  Aug. 

13,  '63,  and  was  discharged  for  disability  at  Falmouth,  Va., 
Mar.  31,  '63;  Jan.  3t,  '65,  enlisted  in  V.  R.  C,  as  above  stated 
and  was  discharged  for  disability  July  27,  '65.  His  first  enlist- 
ment was  credited  to  Saubomtoii ;  his  second,  to  Bristol. 

76.  Witley,  Stephen  M..  Co.  B,  ist  Regt.  Cavalry,  was  a 
native  of  Gilford,  41  years  old,  when  he  enlisted,  Aug.  6,  '64 ; 
mustered,  July  15,  '65 ;  died,  Aug.  20,  '89,  at  Auburn. 

SUBSTITUTKS 

77.  Austin,  Charle.s,  Imm  Penu.;  age,  33 ;  enlisted,  Dec. 
24,  '63;  assigned  to  Co.  D,  tjlh  Regt;  descried,  Jan.  28,  '6,|,  at 
Hall's  Giip,  Ky. 

78.  lienuett,  Corp.  William,  boni  Kastport,  Me.;  age, 
19;  enlisted,  Oct.  14,  '63;  assigned  to  Co.  B,  3rd  Regt.; 
deserted,  Nov.  7,  '64,  at  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.;  gained  from 
desertion,  Dec,  22,  '64;  appointed  corporal,  July  12,  '65,  and 
mustered  out  July  20,  '65. 

79.  Bums,  Richard,  born  in  Ireland;  age,  22;  enlisted, 
Dec.  33,  '63;  assigned  to  Co,  A,  9th  Regt.;  deserted  at  Camp 
Nelson,  Ky.,  Jan.  33,  '64. 

80.  Clark,   John,  Imrn   Boston;   age,    23;   enlisted,   Oct. 

14,  '63;  assigned  to  Co.  B,  3rd  Regt.;  deserted  to  the  enemy, 
Apr.  13.  '64,  at  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

81.  Collins,  William,  bom  Ireland;  age,  35;  enlisted, 
Oct.  9,  '63;  served  in  Co.  H,  3rd  Regt.;  wounded  at  Ware 
Bottom  Church,  Va.,  June  16,  "64;  and  at  Deep  Bottom,  Va., 
Aug.  18,  '64;  transferred  to  the  119th  Co.,  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps;  discharged  for  disability,  June  18,  '65  ;  died  at  Lowell, 
Mass.,  Aug.  9,  '66. 

82.  Colston,  William,  bom  Norway;  age,  32;  enhsted, 
Dec.  31,  '6j,  and  assigned  to  Co.  D,  6th  Regt.;  wounded  at  the 
Mine  Explosion,  Petersburg,  Va.,  July  30,  '64;  mustered  out, 
July  17,  '65. 

83.  Eaton,  W.  H.  The  town  paid  $100  for  this  man  in 
'64,  but  no  evidence  can  be  found  that  lie  ever  entered  the  ser- 
vice, even  for  a  day. 

84.  Fowler,  Harvey,  born  in  Canada;  was  19  years  old 
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wlioii  lie  t'liHslcil.  AiiK.  >4i  '(H'  ^"K-  S7t  Kciit  lo  Uic  5U1  Rcgt, 
as  a  recruit;  110  further  records;  supposed  to  have  deserted 
wliile  (*»  roriic  to  the  rep^inieiit. 

85,  Gnivis,  Udward  L.,  was  horn  in  Gcriiiauy;  age,  29; 
residence  given  as  Bristol;  enlisted,  Dec.  23,  '63;  assigned  to 
Co.  D,  4th  Regt.;  mustered  out,  Aug.  23,  '65;  supposed  to  be 
identical  with  E.  L.  Gerrlsh,  of  town  report. 

86.  Gettings.  Charles,  born  England;  age,  31;  enlisted, 
Nov.  12,  '64,  and  served  in  Co.  M.,  ist  Regt.  Heavy  Artil- 
lery ;  mustered  out,  June  9,  '65. 

i\j.  Hill,  Thomas,  bom  Kiigland  ;  age,  18;  enlisted,  Aug. 
23,  '64,  and  assigned  to  Co.  I,  5th  Regt,;  deserted,  Oct, 
10,  '64,  near  Petersburg,  Va  ;  gained  from  desertion,  Jan.  11, 
'6.5;  discharged,  Mar.  24,  '65,  by  sentence  of  general  court 
martial. 

88.  Johnson,  John  born  Sweden ;  age,  20 ;  enlisted, 
Dec.  31,  '63;  .served  in  Co.  F,  6II1  Regt.;  discharged,  May  29, 
'65,  at  Washington. 

89.  John.son,  Thomas,  born  Newburyport,  Mass.;  age, 
22;  enlisted,  Aug.  7,  '63;  assigned  Co.  K,  5th  Regt.;  trans- 
ferred Co!  G,  same  regiment,  Nov.  20,  '64;  mustered  out, 
June  28,  '65 

90.  Khig,  John,  born  England;  age,  24;  enlisted,  Dec. 
16,  '63;  served  in  Co,  F,  6th  Regt.;  wounded,  May  12,  '64,  at 
Si>ottsylvania,  Va.;  mustered  out,  July  17,  '65, 

91.  i,fary,  ncniiLs  Ixtrn  Ireland;  age,  ao;  eiilislwl,  Dec. 
7,  '63;  served  in  Co.  li,  9th  Regt.;  killed  at  Spottsylvania, 
Va.,  May  12,  'C4. 

92.  Lodge,  Thomas,  born  Canada ;  age,  20 ;  enlisted, 
Aug.  24,  '64 ;  sent  to  5th  Regt. ,  Aug,  27  ;  no  further  records ; 
supposed  to  have  deserted  en  ronle  to  regiment. 

93.  Mallory,  William  J.,  born  Ireland ;  age,  29  ;  enlisted, 
Nov.  5,  '64;  served  in  Co.  M,  ist  Regt.  Heavy  Artillery; 
mustered  out,  June  9,  '65. 

94.  Mahiigrist,  Giistavc  A.,  Iwrn  .Sweden;  age,  20;  en- 
listed, Oct.  14,  '63;  assigned  lo  Co.  D,  3rct  Regt.;  deserted, 
Nov.  7,  '64,  at  Staten  Island.  N.  Y, 

93.  Mann,  Samuel.  The  town  paid  $300  for  this  man  in 
'64,    but   there   is   nothing  to  show  that  he  ever  entered  the 


96.  McAdams,  Patrick,  born  Ireland ;  age,  35 ;  enlisted, 
Aug.  5,  '64;  assigned  to  14th  Regt.;  on  nuister  and  descriptive 
roll,  Aug.  19,  '64;  no  further  records. 

97.  McCarty,  John,  born  Euglaml;  age,  20;  enlisted, 
Ang.  2,  '64 ;  assigned  to  14th  Regt.;  no  further  records. 

98.  Mcjennis,  James,  born  Canada:  age,  22;  enlisted 
July  14,  '64;  Co.  K,  9th  Regt.;  deserted  at  City  Point,  while 
CH  route  to  regiment,  Aug.,  '64. 

14a 
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99.  Mitchell,  Henry,  born  Ireland;  age,  26;  enlisted, 
Aug.  16,  '64 ;  assigned  to  Co.  K,  6tli  Regt.;  trauslerred  to  Co. 
G,  same  regiment,  Nov.  20,  '64  ;  killed  at  Farmvitle,  Va.,  Apr. 
7.  '65. 

100.  Osbom,  Thomas,  born  Canada ;  age,  22 ;  said  to 
have  resided  in  Bristol ;  enlisted,  Dec  23,  '63  ;  nssi^^ncd  to  9th 
Regt.;  deserted,  Jan.  6,  '65,  at  I'aris,  Ky,;  sii)i)Mised  to  l>c 
identical  witli  Thomas  Osgood  o(  town  report  (not  Thomas  li, 
Osgood  of  i2th  Regt.). 

loi  Plummer,  Edwin,  born  Switzerland;  age,  21;  en- 
listed, Dec.  22,  "63;  assigned  to  Co.  K,  gth  Regt;  died  o£ 
disease  at  David's  Island,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  Sept.  8,  '64. 

102.  Powers,  James,  born  Maine;  age,  25;  enlisted,  Oct. 
14,  '63;  assigned  to  Co.  I),  3rd  Regt.;  captured,  jnne  16,  '64, 
at  Ware  Bottom  Church,  Va.;  exchanged,  Dec.,  '64;  discharged 
lor  disability,  May  24,  '65, 

103.  Rever,  Joseph,  bom  Canada;  age,  22;  enlisted,  Dec. 
24,  '63,  and  assigned  to  Co.  A,  9th  Regt.;  missing,  Sept.  30, 
'64;  gained  from  missing;  transferred  to  Co.  A,  6th  Regt.; 
discharged  to  date  July  17,  '65, 

104.  Ridden,  Tlionia.s,  liom  Canada;  age,  25;  ciiltslc<l, 
Oct.  i<i,  '63;  assigned  to  Co.  1>,  3rd  Regt.;  wounded.  May  13, 
'64,  Driiry's  Uluff;  deserted,  Nov,  17,  '6^,  from  hiisiiilnl,  I'Wt- 
resB  Monroe,  Va. 

105.  Ross,  Peter,  bom  Italy;  age,  20;  enlisted,  Aug.  25, 
'64;  Co.  K,  9th  Regt.;  captured,  Sept.  30,  '64,  at  Poplar 
Springs  Church,  Va.;  no  further  records. 

106.  Ruddy,  Patrick,  bom  Ireland,  age  43,  who  had 
seen  prior  service  in  the  fith  Inf.,  Regular  Army,  enlisted  in  Co. 
E,  13th  Regt.,  Veteran  Reser\'e  Corps,  Mar.  8,  '64.  He  was 
transferred  to  6th  Independent  Co.,  V.  R,  C,  and  discharged, 
Aug.  31,  '66,  at  David's  Island,  New  York. 

107.  Seabry,  Frank.  The  town  report  for  1863  showsthat 
this  man  was  one  of  the  fifty  to  whom  the  town  paid  $200 
each,  but  nothing  can  be  found  showing  that  he  ever  entered  the 
service. 

108.  Scars,  Dennis.  Bristol  paid  a  bounty  of  $570  for  this 
man,  but  there  is  nothing  to  show  thiit  he  ever  entered  the 
.service. 

109.  Spaulding,  William,  horn  Canada;  age,  20;  en- 
listed, Aug.  23,  '64,  and  assigned  to  Co.  G,  5th  Regt. ;  was  at 
battle  of  Faonville,  Va.,  Apr.  7,  '65,  and  missing  after  the 
fight;  gained  from  missing  and  discharged,  June  27,  '65,  at 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

110.  Stern,  Paid,  born  Germany;  nge,  32;  enlisted,  Dec. 
23,  '63,  in  Co,  K,  7th  Regt.;  deserted,  Apr.  12,  '64,  at  Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 

111.  Sweuey,  Patrick,  born  New  York;  age,  23 ;  enlisted. 
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Dec    23,  '63 ;  assigned  at  gtli  Rcgt.  ;  deserted,  Jan.  6,  '64,  at 
Paris,  Ky. 

112.  Swift,  Jasepli,  age,  31  ;  bom,  Ireland;  etitisled,  Aug. 
II,  '64,  and  sent  Aug.  27  to  5tli  Regt. ;  110  (urther  records; 
supposed  to  have  deserted  while  en  route  to  regiment. 

113.  Sudelot,  Corp.  Henry,  bom  Canada;  age,  27;  en- 
listed, Aug.  9,  '64 ;  assigned  to  Co.  G,  5th  Regt. ;  appointed 
corporal ;  mustered  out,  June  28,  '65. 

114.  Toben,  James,  born  Ireland  ;  age,  32  ;  enlisted,  Aug. 
6,  '6.|  ;  as.signcd  Co,  G,  glh  Rcgt. ;  discharged  (or  di.sabilily, 
Dec.  2,  '64. 

115.  Travis,  Sergt.  Frank,  born  Scotland;  age,  40;  en- 
listed, Aug.  17,  '64,  and  assigned  to  Co.  O,  5tli  Regt.;  ap- 
pointed sergeant ;  missing,  Farmville,  Va.,  Apr.  7,  '65 ;  gained 
from  missing  and  reduced  to  ranks.  May  23,  '65 ;  reported  ou 
muster-out  roll,  June  12,  '65,  as  absent  without  leave;  no  fur- 
ther record. 

116.  Trocha,  Delphus,  born  France;  age,  19;  enlisted, 
Aug.  12,  '64;  assigned  Co.  G,  5th  Regt.;  deserted,  Sept. 
16,  '64. 

117.  Waite,  Charles,  born  Gennany ;  age,  19;  enlisted, 
Aug.  II,  '63,  and  assigned  to  Co.  D,  gth  Regt.;  transferred  to 
Co.  F,  Nov.  20,  '64;  discharged,  June  9,  '65,  at  Washington. 

118.  Walker,  George,  bom  England;  age,  28;  enlisted, 
Axg-  5>  '^4  I  reported  on  roll  dated  Galloup's  Island,  Boston 
Harlx)r,  Aug.  19,  '64;  .sent  to  14th  Rcgt.;  no  further  records ; 
supposed  to  have  deserted  while  en  route  to  regiment. 

119.  Wenre,  Samuel,  born  Ireland;  age,  28;  enlisted, 
Oct.  29,  '64,  and  assigned  to  ist  N.  H.  Light  Battery;  mustered 
out,  June  9,  '65. 

120.  Webster,  James,  bom  Dracut,  Mass.;  age,  36;  en- 
listed, Oct.  14,  '63  ;  served  in  Co.  D,  3rd  Regt.;  discharged  for 
disability  at  Concord,  Sept,  13,  '64. 

121.  Welch,  Patrick,  bom  Ireland;  age,  40;  enlisted, 
Aug.  10,  '64,  and  a.s.signcd  to  Co.  I,  5th  Regt.;  deserted  to  the 
enemy  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  Oct.  10,  '64. 

122.  Welch,  William,  bom  Canada;  age,  27;  enlisted, 
Aug.  3,  '64;  reported  on  roll  dated  at  Galloup's  Island,  Boston 
Harbor,  Aug.  19,  '64,  and  assigned  to  i4tU  Regt.;  no  further 
records ;  supposed  to  have  deserted  while  en  route  to  regiment. 

NATIVliS   Ol'    HKI.STOI.   IN   Tllie   ARMY   OR    NAVY,    HUT   NOT   ON 
Tim  QUOTA  OK   BRISTOL 

1.  Abbott,  James  M.,  Co.  C,  ist  Regt.  Heavy  Artillery, 
was  29  years  old  when  he  enlisted,  Aug.  22,  '64,  for  one  year; 
credited  to  Pembroke ;  mustered  out,  June  15,  '65. 

2.  Badger,  Frank  S.,  enlisted  June  26,  '61,  in  Co.  E,  12th 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2l6  HISTORY    OP    BRISTOL 

Regt.  Mass.  Vols. ;  at  the  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  lost  a  finger ; 
discharged  for  disability,  Oct.  15,  '62  ;  at  time  of  enlistment  was 
an  operative  in  Lowell.     {See  Gen.) 

3.  Ballon,  I^uisde  I,.,  enlisted  from  Alexandria,  Aug.  12, 
'62,  ill  Co.  C,  1 2th  Regt.  He  passed  unscathed  through  the 
battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Swift  Creek,  but  nt  the  battle  of 
Dniry's  Rluff,  Va.,  May  16,  '64,  he  was  stnick  by  a  niinli:  kill 
which  entered  the  neck  at  the  right  ear,  and  came  out  at  the 
back  of  the  neck,  carrying  away  a  part  of  the  spine.  The  flow 
of  blood  was  so  profuse  it  was  supposed  that  this  alone  would 
cause  death  in  a  few  minutes.  Capt.  James  W.  Saunders,  his 
company  commander,  bound  a  handkerchief  about  the  wound, 
placed  him  in  a  reclining;  position  against  a  stump  and  left  him, 
unconscious  and,  as  wn.s  snp|>osed,  at  death's  door.  A  little 
later,  he  was  carried  to  the  field  hospital  where  Surgeon  Hadley 
B.  Fowler  hastily  dressed  his  wound.  Two  days  later,  he  was 
sent  to  Hampton  hospital,  thence  to  Point  of  Rocks  hospital, 
and  the  next  day  to  Fortress  Monroe.  There  he  lay  on  one  side 
for  eight  weeks  without  being  moved.  From  Fortress  Monroe, 
he  was  sent  to  the  West  Philadelphia  hospital  which  had  at  that 
time  ten  thousand  beds.  From  May  to  December  this  soldier 
could  not  raise  his  chin  from  his  chest,  and  six  months  after  the 
wound  was  reccive<l,  three  pieces  of  Ixnic  were  removed  from 
the  spine.  Jan.  23,  1865,  he  was  transferred  to  Co.  D,  Vet- 
erans' Reserve  Corps,  and  was  discharged  July  6,  '65,  at  Brat- 
tleboro,  Vt.  Mr.  Ballon  is  now  living  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Pemigewasset,  but  all  these  years  has  been  a  great  sufferer, 
nearly  incapacitated  from  labor.     {See  Gen.) 

4.  Ballon,  lyicnt.  Wayland,  enlisted  from  Hill,  Sept.  12, 
'61,  in  Co.  H,  4lh  Regt.  Herecnlisted  Feb.  i3,  '64;  wounded, 
Jnly  13,  '64;  appointed  .sergeant;  discharged,  Feb.  28,  '65,  lo 
accept  promotion ;  appointed  second  lieutenant  Co.  I,  6lh  Int., 
U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  mustered  Feb.  9,  '65,  to  date  Nov. 
19,  '64;  mustered  out,  Sept.  20,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

5.  Ballou,  Weston,  enlisted  from  Hill  Sept.  10,  *6i,  in  Co. 
H,  4th  Regt.;  wounded,  July  13,  '64,  near  Petersburg,  Va. ; 
mustered  out,  Sept.  27,  '64,     (See  Gen.) 

6.  Bean,  Lient.  John  H,  S.,  enlisted  Oct.  26,  '6r,  as  ser- 
geant Co.  D,  i2tli  Regt.  Me,  Vols. ;  promoted  to  first  Iteiiteiiaut, 
2nd  La.  Inf.,  Oct.  26,  '62,  by  order  Gen.  Bntler.     (See  Gen.  J 

7.  Beede,  John  W.,  served  four  months  in  Co.  F,  29th 
Ohio  Inf.,  and  was  discharged  tor  disability.  He  reenlisted  for 
100  days  in  Co.  D,  155th  Ohio  Inf.     (See  Gen.) 

8.  Beede,  Lieut.  Moses  W.,  was  living  in  Ohio  when  the 
war  broke  out  and,  when  the  first  call  for  troops  was  made, 
enlisted  for  ninety  days  and  served  in  West  Virginia.  He 
reenlisted  for  three  years  in  the  7th  Ohio  Cavalry,  under  John 
Brown,  son  of  Osawatomie  Brown,  but  was  rejected.     In  '63, 
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lie  was  c<niiniissu)tK;il  first  Itciilciiaiit  tii  the  Ohio  state  militia 
tor  five  years,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  President.     (See  Geii.) 

9.  Iterry,  Charles  W.,  enlisted  Dec.  29,  '63,  in  the  nth 
Battery  Mass.  Light  Artillery,  and  served  till  June  16,  '65, 
when  he  was  mustered  out.     (See  Gen.) 

10.  Berry,  George  H.,  served  iu  the  navy;  was  stationed 
at  Paris  during  the  exposition,  where  he  sustained  a  partial 
paralysis  during  the  grip  epidemic  in  that  city.  He  died  at  the 
U.  S-  Naval  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  5,  '98.  (See 
Gen.) 

11.  Blanchard,  Henry  A.,  age  21,  enlisted  Aug.  19,  '63, 
in  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.,  and  was  credited  to  Hebron,  where  he 
then  resided ;  was  iu  every  engagement  of  his  regiment  except 
Gettysburg;  wounded  severely  at  Drury's  Bluff,  May  [6,  '64 — 
bone  o(  the  left  arm  above  the  elbow  shattered  by  a  uiinie  ball, 
so  that  several  pieces  of  the  bone  canie  out  before  the  wound 
hcLik'd.  He  was  apixiinted  corimral  Apr.  28,  '65;  after  the 
war,  was  for  several  years  yard  master  for  Old  Colony  railroad, 
Itoslon,  Mass,  In  '71,  he  married  Mary  Wheeler,  of  Concord. 
He  died  iu  Charlestowu  iu  'S9. 

12.  Bohonon,  Capt.  Daniel  W.,  was  residing  in  Grafton 
when  he  enlisted.  Aug.  28,  '62,  in  Co.  C,  12th  Regt;  was 
appointed  corporal.  Mar.  i,  '63  ;  sergeant,  May  3,  '63;  wounded 
at  Gettysburg,  July  3,  '63,  a  minie  ball  passing  through  his 
thigh  ;  apiwinted  first  lieutenant,  Co.  H,  Sept.  16,  '64 ;  captain 
Co.  C,  Apr.  ts,  '65 ;  mustered  out  with  his  regiment,  June  21, 
'65,  and  immediately  mustered  into  the  2nd  Regt.,  as  captain, 
and  served  till  Dec.  19,  '65.  His  record  was  an  exceptional  one, 
he  being  in  every  engagement  of  his  regiment.  After  the  war, 
he  was  a  government  revenue  officer  at  Richmond,  Va.,  where 
he  resided  till  his  death,  July  j6,  '80.     (See  Gen.) 

13.  Bowers,  Charles  W.,  was  a  resident  of  Franklin,  and 
23  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted,  Aug.  9,  '6a,  in  Co.  B.  2nd 
Regt,  He  was  discharged  Apr.  11,  '64.  to  reenlisl.  He  re- 
enlisted  Apr.  iS,  for  throe  years,  and  was  api>ointcd  hospital 
steward  same  dale;  discharged,  Apr.  17,  '67,  expiration  of 
service  at  I^uisville,  Ky.     (See  Gen.) 

14.  Brown,  Amas  P.  H,,  enlisted  from  Wilmot  Oct.  ai, 
'62,  in  Co.  B,  16th  Kegt.,  for  nine  montlis,  and  was  discharged 
Ang.  20,  '63.     (See  Gen.) 

15.  Urown,  Joseph,  was  19  years  old  when  he  enlisted, 
Sept.  y.  'f»2,  in  Co.  II,  i5lh  Regt.  fur  nine  montlis;  served  011 
the  (juota  of  Campion.  He  died  at  Canipton,  Aug.  11,  '63, 
three  days  after  reacliing  home  on  a  furlough.     (Sec  Gen.) 

16.  Brown.  Josiah,  when  21  years  of  age  enlisted.  Sept. 
II,  '62.  for  nine  months  in  Co.  I,  15th  Regt.  He  was  credited 
to  Rochester;  deserted  at  Concord,  Oct.  21,  '62. 

17.  Brown,  Stephen,  served  in  40th  Mass.  Vols.,  and  died 
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in  the  service  at  Folly  Island,  S.  C,  in  Nov.  '63,     (See  Gen.) 
r8.     Bryant,  Charles  P.,  was  18  years  old  when  he  enlisted, 
in  Co.  K,  ist  Cavalry,  Mar.  21,  '65;  credited  to  Springfield; 
discharged,  July  15,  '65. 

19.  Chase,  George  F.,  enlisted  for  nine  months,  Sept.  15, 
'62,  in  Co.  A,  i6th  Regt.,  and  served  in  the  Dept.  of  the  Gulf; 
discharged  at  New  Orleans,  I^q,,  July  10,  '63,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  Lyme,  Jan.  4,  '64,  of  disease  contracted  in  the  service. 
(See  Gen.) 

20.  Chase,  Surgeon  Henry  M.,  while  a  student,  enlisted  for 
three  months  in  Co.  D,  First  Regt,  Vt.  Vols.,  and  was  mnstered 
into  service  May  8,  '61 ;  detailed  as  hospital  steward  at  Newport 
News,  Va.,  in  June  '61 ;  mnstered  out,  Aug.  15,  '61.  He  was 
appointed  assistant  surgeon  in  Navy,  Dec.  12,  '63,  and  assigned 
to  temporary  service  at  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C;  in  Jan., 
'64,  was  ordered  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  there  assigned  to  U.  S. 
Steamship  "  Honduras,"  of  the  gulf  blockading  squadron; 
early  in  '65,  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  Steamer  "Nevens,"  a 
heavy  man  of  war,  doing  transport  duty  West  India  Squadron ; 
discharged,  Aug.  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

21.  Colhy,  Daniel  F.,  age  27,  enlisted  from  Manchester  in 
Co.  A,  ird  Regt.,  Aug.  10,  '61.  He  died  of  disease  at  Hilton 
Head.  S.  C,  Feb.  11,  '62. 

22.  Colby,  William  W.,  of  David  City,  Butler  Co.,  Neb., 
enlisted  Mar.  18,  '64,  in  Co,  I,  88th  Ind.  Vols.;  transferred  to 
Co.  I,  38th  Regt.,  June  7,  '65 ;  mustered  out,  July  15,  '65. 

23.  Copp,  Gustavus  A,,  enlisted  for  one  year,  Sept.  i,  '64, 
in  Co.  G,  ist  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was  credited  to  Gilford. 
He  was  mustered  out  June  15,  '65. 

24.  Corless,  Geo.  W.,  was  a  resident  of  Deerfield,  and  23 
years  old  when  he  enlisted,  Dec.  11,  '61,  in  Co.  D,  8th  Regt. 
He  died  of  disease  at  Boston,  Mass.,  Feb.  20,  '62. 

25.  DoUoff,  John  C,  while  residing  in  Waterville,  enlisted, 
July  2,  '61.  in  Co.  K,  i6tli  Mass.  Vols.,  and  was  discharged  for 
disability  Mar.  14,  '63.  He  reenlisted  from  Laconia,  July  13, 
'63,  in  Co.  A,  ist  Regt.  Heavy  Artillery;  discharged  at  Fort 
Constitution,  Portsmouth  harbor,  for  disability,  Jan.  17,  '65. 

26.  Drew,  Augustus  B.,  enlisted  from  Bridgewater  Aug. 
18,  '62,  in  Co.  C,  i2tli  Regt.;  discharged  for  disability  at  Fal- 
mouth, Va.,  Apr,  16,  '63,  and  died  at  his  home,  June  28,  '63, 
of  disease  contracted  in  the  army.     (See  Gen.) 

27.  Drew,  Harvey  W.,  brother  of  above,  enlisted  from 
Bridgewater  Aug.  12,  '62,  in  Co.  C,  12th  Regt.;  he  was  at  the 
battles  of  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Petersburg,  and  Bermuda 
Hundred.  At  Gettysburg  he  served  with  the  4th  N.  J.  Bat- 
tery. He  was  mustered  out  with  his  regiment  June  21,  '65. 
Another  brother  served  in  same  company  and  died  at  Falmouth, 
Va.,  of  measles.     (See  Gen.) 
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aS.  liaton,  John  M,,  M.  D.,  served  as  surgeon  of  the  55tli 
Regt.  U.  S.  Vols.     (See  Gen.) 

29.  Eaton,  George  W.,  enlisted  from  Franklin,  July  2, 
'62,  in  Co.  B,  9tli  Regt.  and  deserted  at  Winchester,  Ky.,  Apr. 
18,  '63.     (See  Gen.) 

30.  Kmnious,  Addison  S.,  enlisted  Nov.  19,  '61,  in  Co.  G, 
8th  Regt.;  served  on  the  quota  of  New  Hampton  ;  dted  of 
disease  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  July  8,  '63.     (See  Gen.) 

3r.  Emmons,  Marcellus  C,  a  brother  of  above,  enlisted 
from  New  Ilninptou  in  Co.  M,  N.  H.  ]lnllalioii  New  England 
Cavalry,  Get.  21,  '61 ;  transferred  to  Co.  K,  same  Regt.,  Jan.  1, 
'62;  discharged  for  disability,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  Oct.  7, 
'62,  and  reached  Bristol  on  his  way  home,  and  here  died  at  the 
home  of  Iiis  sister,  Mrs.  Cyrus   H.  Bennett.     (See  Gen.) 

32.  Emmons,  Merrill,  served  on  the  quota  of  New  Hamp- 
ton, enlisting  Nov.  19,  '61.  in  Co.  F,  8th  Regt.;  transferred  to 
Co.  G,  Jan.,  'fia.  He  died  of  tlisea-se  at  CarroUton,  La.,  Aug. 
14,  '62.  When  enlisting,  he  gave  his  age  as  42,  probably  to 
e,scaiK:  rejection.  As  he  was  born  in  '04,  he  must  have  been  58 
years  old,     (See  Gen.) 

33.  Flanders,  George  S.,  was  residing  in  Alexandria  when 
he  enlisted,  Sept.  2,  '61,  in  Co.  C,  4th  Vt.  Regt.,  and  was 
credited  to  Vermont;  age,  20.  He  was  wounded  June  30,  '62, 
at  White  Oak  Swamp,  Va.,  and  was  discharged  for  disability, 
at  Alexandria,  Va.,  Feb.  10,  '63. 

34.  Fogg,  Charles  M.,  enlisted  at  Ludington,  Mich.,  in  a 
Michigan  regiment,  and  died  in  the  service. 

35.  Fowler,  I{ugcnc  A.,  was  residing  in  Keene  and  19 
years  old  when  he  enlisted,  July  15,  '64,  for  100  days  in  Co.  H, 
8tli  Mass.  Vol.  militia;  mustered  out,  Nov.  10,  '64. 

36.  French,  Albert  A.  G.,  enlisted  for  nine  months  from 
Salisbury,  Sept.  11,  '62,  in  Co.  £,  i6th  Regt.,  and  died  at 
White's  Plantation,  La.,  July  1,  '63. 

37.  Gilman,  William  P.,  was  not  only  a  native  but  a  resi- 
dent of  Bristol  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  ist  Regt.  Cavalry, 
Mar.  31,  '64.  He  was  credited  to  New  Hampton;  deserted 
from  hospital  in  Philadelphia,  Nov.  3,  '64;  apprehended;  dis- 
charged for  disability  at  Concord,  June  14,  '65, 

38.  Goodwin,  William,  age,  23  ;  enlisted  from  Franconia, 
Oct.  It,  '6[,  in  Co.  H,  8th  Regt.;  discharged  for  disability  at 
New  Orleans,  La.,  Jan.  27,  '63. 

39.  Gordon,  Frank  A.,  cidistcd  Aug.  25,  '62,  in  Co.  I, 
6tli  Mass.  Vok.,  for  nine  months;  served  in  Army  of  the  Potomac; 
mustered  out,  June  3,  '63.     (See  Gen.) 

40.  Heath,  George  W.,  alias  George  Hall,  enlisted  from 
Alexandria,  Aug.  23,  '64;  age,  34;  served  in'  Co.  C,  nth  Vt. 
Inf.;  credited  to  Randolph,  Vt.;  captured.  May  27,  '65 ;  paroled. 
May  30,  '65 ;  discharged,  June  28,  '65. 
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41.  Heath,  Henry  A.,  was  residing  in  New  Hampton  and 
18  years  old  when  he  enlisted,  Apr.  18,  '61,  for  three  months. 
There  being  no  place  for  more  three  months'  men,  he  reenlisled 
(or  three  years.  May  15,  '61,  and  was  hi  the  state  service  till 
Sept.  30,  '61,  when  he  again  enlisted,  this  time  in  Co.  C,  ylh 
Regt.,  and  served  till  Sept.  29,  '6a,  when  he  was  discharged  (or 
disability.  May  27,  '63,  he  enlisted  in  the  ist  Co.  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  was  mustered  out  Sept.  11,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

42.  Heath,  Hiram  T.,  was  23  years  old  and  residing  in 
Bridgewater  when  he  enlisted,  Aug.  18,  '62,  in  Co.  £,  12th 
Regt.  on  the  quota  of  Bridgewater.  He  was  wounded  at  Chan- 
cellorsville.  May  3,  '63,  and  Feb.  28,  '64,  transferred  to  86th 
Co.,  3nd  Battalion,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  and  discharged 
Aug.  14,  '65,  at  Washington,  D,  C.     (See  Gen.) 

43.  Heath,  Moses  C,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was  32  years  o( 
age  when  he  enlisted,  Aug.  12,  '62,  (rom  Concord,  in  Co.  G, 
5th  Regt.  He  was  wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  and  again 
at  Cold  Harbor,  and  discharged  May  31,  '65. 

44.  Hoit,  Corp.  John  B.,  age  22 ;  enlisted,  Apr.  25,  '62, 
and  served  in  Unattached  Co.,  at  Portsmouth,  till  Aug.  6,  '62, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  Co.  U,  9th  Regt;  ap)H>inled  cor- 
poral ;  discharged,  May  14,  '65,  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  by  reason  o( 
vxpiralitni  o(  term  of  service,  lie  sci'veil  on  tin.- ipioUi  of  M:ui- 
chester. 

45.  Howe,  Sylvester  D.,  enlisted  May  8,  '61  ;  served  three 
months  on  the  quota  of  Ashland,  as  musician  in  Co.  D,  ist 
Regt. ;  mustered  out,  Aug.  9,  "61 ;  Aug.  21,  '61,  enlisted  in  Co; 
F,  4th  Regt.,  and  served  till  Jan.  19,  '6a,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged for  disability.  Aug.  19,  '62,  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  12th 
Regt. ;  Jan.  20,  '63,  was  detailed  as  nurse  at  the  hospital  o( 
Third  Division,  Third  Corps,  at  Falmouth,  Va. ;  subsequently 
served  in  hospital  at  I'otomac  Creek  and  at  Wasbiuglou  ;  July 
3.  '63i  ordered  to  Portsmouth  Grove,  K.  I.,  and  transferred  to 
the  i8th  Co.  2nd  Battalion  Invalid  Corps,  Dec.  12,  '63;  dis- 
charged for  disability,  Sept.  11,  '65,  at  Albany  N,  Y.,  tenn  ex- 
pired.    (See  Gen.) 

46.  Hubbard,  Jeremiah,  was  on  the  roll  of  Co.  C,  12th  Regt. 
as  Jeremiah  Hobart.  He  was  a  resident  of  New  Hampton 
when  he  enlisted,  Aug.  12,  '62,  and  was  credited  to  New 
Hampton ;  deserted  in  (ace  of  the  enemy  at  I'Vedericksbnrg, 
Va.,  Dec.  13,  '62;  apprehended,  Apr.  28,  '64;  transferred  to 
Co.  E,  2nd  Regt.,  June  ar,  '65;  discharged,  July  13,  '65,  at 
Concord.     (See  Gen.) 

47.  Hutchinson,  Alexander,  enlisted  from  Manchester, 
Aug.  8,  '62,  in  Co.  C,  nth  Regt.  He  was  wounded  Dec.  13, 
'62,  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  and  was  killed  near  Petersburg, 
Va.     His  father  was  in  the  Mexican  war.     (See  Gen.) 

48.  Ingalls,  Lieut.  Charles  W.,  was  residing  in  Michigan  at 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CIVIL  WAR  221 

llic  time  of  llic  war.  In  '63,  lie  ciiliKted  111  Co,  I,  27111  Mich. 
Regt.;  was  promoted  to  second  lieiiteiiatit,  istCo.  Sliarp  Shooters, 
same  regiment ;  later  to  Co.  K,  2nd  Mich.  Inf.;  discharged, 
Jnly  8,  '64,  for  wounds  received  before  Petersburg.  Three 
sons  served  in  Union  array.  Father  and  sons  were  each  six 
feet  in  height 

49.  Ingalls,  Gustavus  W.,  was  residing  in  Concord  when 
he  enlisted,  Aug.  1,  '61,  as  mnsician  in  the  3rd  Regt.  He  was 
lender  of  a  baud  connected  with  this  regiment  till  regimental 
bands  were  dispensed  with,  and  he  was  discharged  Aug.  31, 
'62.  Jan.  6,  '63,  he  enlisted  as  band  leader  and  recruited  a 
band  that  did  service  mainly  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  and  was 
known  as  the  2nd  Brigade  Band  of  the  10th  Army  Corps,  other- 
wise as  the  Hilton  Head  Post  Band.  Tins  band,  under  his 
leadership  and  instruction,  attained  a  wide  reputation  {or  its 
fine  music.     He  was  mustered  out  July  4,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

50.  Iiignlts,  Hiram  U.,  was  23  years  old  when  lie  cnli.sted, 
Dec.  16,  'fi4,  from  Frauklin  in  Co.  G,  iStli  Regt.;  served  till 
Jnly  39,  '65;  supposed  to  be  identical  with  Htram  B.  Ingalls, 
who  served  in  the  band  of  ist  Mass.  Inf.,  enlisting  May  22,  '61, 
and  discharged  July  27,  '62. 

51.  Johnson,  Jonathan  H.,  age  16;  enlisted  from  Deer- 
field,  Sept.  13,  '62,  for  nine  months,  in  Co.  D,  15th  Regt.; 
appointed  captain,  Oct.  11,  '62;  discharged,  Aug,  13,  '63, 
expiration  of  term  ;  died  at  Deerfield,  Oct.  13,  '63. 

52.  Kiddtr,  Sergt.  Daniel  Ji.,  eidistL-<l  jniie  11,  '61,  in  Co. 
A,  I  St  Neb,  Vols.;  enUsled  as  a  veteran,  Jan.  1,  '64;  died,  June 
17,  "64.  at  Camp  Girardeau,  Mo.  A  son,  Albert  Kdward, 
served  in  same  company  from  July  15,  '64,  till  July  10,  '65, 
when  he  was  discharged  for  disability.     (See  Gen. ) 

53.  Kidder,  James  M.,  was  drafted  Mar,  23,  '65,  at 
Stewartstown  for  one  year.  He  served  in  Co.  K,  4th  Regt.,  till 
Aug.  23,  '65,  when  he  was  mustered  out. 

54.  Kidder,  Jonathan  T.,  was  a  brother  of  Daniel  E.,  and 
served  in  a  Nchrnskn  regiment. 

55.  Kendrick,  John  P.,  was  the  son  of  John  Kendrick, 
and  was  born  in  Bristol,  Sept.  8,  '39.  He  enlisted  in  Co.  I, 
i3th  Regt.,  from  Merc<lilli,  Aug.  15,  '6a ;  wounded  at  Chancel- 
lorsville.  May  3,  '63,  and  discharged  for  disability,  Sept.  i,  '63. 
"  Register  of  New  Hampshire  Soldiers  and  Sailors"  gives  this 
name  as  McKeiulrick.  A  brother,  George  C,  enlisted  at  16 
years  of  age,  and  was  killed  at  the  Uatlle  of  the  Wilderness. 

56.  Ladd,  David  N.,  enlisted  from  Enfield,  Oct.  7,  '61,  in 
Co.  B,  6th  Regt.;  mustered  as  corporal;  wounded,  Sept.  1,  '62, 
at  Cliantilly,  Va.;  discharged  on  account  of  wounds,  Dec.  30, 
'62,  at  Newark,  N.  J. 

57.  Ladd,  Leroy  S.,  enlisted  from  Orange,  Sept.  6,  '61, 
ill  Co.  I,  5th  Regt.;  was  wounded  at  Peach  Orchard,  Va.,  June 
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29,  '62;  died  of  wounds,  July  i,  '63.  He  was  a  brother  of 
David  N.  Ladd.     (See  Gen.) 

58.  Ladd,  Luther  C,  was  the  first  to  fall  in  defence  of  his 
country  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Ladd,  and  was  bom  in  Bristol,  Dec.  22,  1843,  011  the  John  Ladd 
farm,  south  of  Fowler'.s  river,  east  of  the  highway,  near  the 
lake.  He  was  named  for  Rev.  Luther  Crawford,  n  Krtewill 
Baptist  clergyman,  a  native  of  Alexandria.  Luther  C.  Ladd 
continued  to  reside  in  Bristol  till  1853,  when  his  father  removed 
to  Alexandria.  There  he  remained  laboring  on  a  farm  and 
attending  the  district  schools,  till  i860,  when  lie  went  to  Lowell 
and  obtained  work  in  the  Lowell  Machine  shop. 

When  President  Lincoln  issued  his  first  call  for  75,000  men 
in  April,  1861,  young  Ladd  enlisted  for  three  months  in  Co.  D, 
6th  Regt.,  Mass.  Vols.,  which  was  the  first  to  respond  to  the 
call.  On  the  t9th  of  April,  while  passing  through  Baltimore, 
this  regiment  was  attacked  by  a  mob.  Luther  C.  Ladd  was  the 
first  to  fall.  He  received  a  fracture  of  the  skull,  and  while  still 
moving  forward,  was  struck  by  a  bullet  which  severed  an  artery 
in  the  thigh.  It  is  said  that  his  dying  words  were  "All  hnil 
the  stars  and  stripes!  "  Addison  0.  Whitney,  of  I^owell,  was 
nlso  killed,  and  Merrill  ,S.  Wright  o(  Lawrence  died  Apr.  27,  of 
wounds  then  received. 

The  bodies  of  these  three  were  returned  north  for  inter- 
ment. They  arrived  at  the  Worcester  depot,  in  Boston,  Wednes- 
day, May  2,  where  an  immense  concourse  had  gathered.  The 
Independent  Cadets  escorted  the  remains  to  King's  Chapel, 
where  they  were  placed  in  the  tomb  under  the  church.  The 
governor  and  his  staff  were  present,  and  the  Boston  Brigade 
band  played  a  dirge. 

The  funeral  of  Ladd  and  Whitney  was  held  at  I^owcll ;  that 
of  Wright,  at  Lawrence.  A  special  train  conveyed  the  iKKties  to 
Lowell,  where  they  were  met  at  the  station  by  a  large  escort, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Proctor,  and  the  municipal  authori- 
ties, all  under  the  command  of  Chief  Marshal  Sawtelle.  Busi- 
ness~was  generally  suspended.  Exercises  were  held  at  Hunting- 
ton hall,  and  this  vast  hall  was  densely  packed  and  thousands 
w^re  unable  to  gain  admission.  The  relatives  entered  the  hall 
first ;  the  mayor  and  other  distinguished  men  occupied  seats 
on  the  platform.  The  caskets  containing  the  deceased  were 
enveloped  in  flags  and  rested  under  a  magnificent  canopy 
supported  by  four  columns,  surmounted  by  a  gilt  eagle.  The 
exercises  consisted  of  a  dirge  by  the  Ivowell  Brigade  band, 
reading  the  Scriptures,  prayer  by  Rev,  Dr.  Cleveland,  anthem 
by  St.  Ann's  choir,  discourse  by  Rev.  W.  R.  Clark,  from  Psnhu 
137:  5.6- 

The  bodies  were  then  placed  in  the  receiving  tomb.  The 
next    day   the   remains  of    Ladd   were   taken    to   Alexandria, 
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escorted  by  W.  T,.  Nortli,  president  of  tlie  coiiiiiioii  coiiiicU,  and 
Atderinnii  J.  P.  I'olsoin.  The  Iiineral  tlie  next  day  at  Alexan- 
dria was  attended  by  a  vast  concourse  of  people.  "The  Bristol 
Home  Gnards,  under  the  cpiuinand  of  Col.  S.  H.  Rollins,  and  the 
Alexandria  Phalanx,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Sleeper,  did 
escort  duty,  Darwin  Forbes  was  marshal."  Three  salutes  were 
fired  over  the  grave.  The  remains  were  interred  in  the  village 
cemetery,  but  alterward  returned  to  Lowell,  and  they  now  rest 
under  the  Ladd  and  Whitney  monument  in  that  city.  Prom  the 
fact  that  young  I,add  was  a  resident  of  Alexandria  when  he  went 
to  Lowell,  Alexandria,  instead  of  Bristol,  has  been  named  as  his 
birihplace  in  the  printed  accounts  of  his  death. 

59,  Merrill,  John,  enlisted  July  22,  '62,  in  New  York  city, 
for  two  years  as  seaman;  served  on  U.  S.  Steamship  "North 
Carolina";  no  further  records  in  the  Navy  Dept.     (See  Gen.) 

60,  Mitchell,  John  C,  enlisted  from  Peiincook  Aug.  15, 
'61,  ill  the  band  of  the  3rd  Kegt.;  mustered  out  at  Hilton  Head, 
S.  C,  Aug.  31,  '62. 

61,  Nelson,  Hiram,  enlisted  from  Laconia  Aug.  12,  '62, 
iu  Co.  G,  12th  Regt.,  and  was  mustered  out  June  21,  '65. 

6a.  Page,  Levi,  enlisted  from  Bridgewater,  Dec.  3,  '61,  iu 
Co.  C,  7th  Regt.,  when  22  years  old  ;  died  of  disease.  Mar.  21, 
'63,  at  Fort  Jefferson,  Pla.;  was  one  of  four  brothers  iu  the 
service.     (See  Gen.) 

63.  Prcscolt,  Sergt.  Frederick  W.,  enlisted  from  New 
n!U»|)l<iii  in  Co.  I,  1st  UcgL,  Apr.  23,  '61,  for  three  months, 
aud  .served  till  Aug.  9,  following,  when  the  regiment  was  mus- 
tered out.  Sept.  26,  '61,  enlisted  iu  Co.  C,  7th  Regt.  He  was 
wounded  at  Fort  Wagner,  S.  C,  July  18,  '63;  appointed 
sergeant ;  captured,  Feb.  30,  '64,  at  Olustee,  Fla  ,  and  confined 
six  months  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  and  three  months  at  Florence, 
S.  C;  paroled  at  Charlestown,  S.  C,  Dec.  6.  '64;  discharged 
at  Concord,  Mar.  38,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

64.  Prescott,  Sergt.  Horace  M  ,  served  same  term  in  the 
ist  Kcgt.  as  his  brother  Fred,  above,  and  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  7th 
Regt.,  Sept.  26,  '61 ;  was  appointed  sergeant,  Nov.  15,  '61 ; 
reduced  to  the  ranks,  July  4,  '62,  at  his  own  request ;  convicted 
of  forgery  by  general  court  martial ;  escaped  from  guard  house 
aud  deserted  Dec.  13,  '62,  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla.;  apprehended 
at  New  York  city,  June  3,  '63,  aud  delivered  next  day  at 
Governor's  Island ;  no  further  records  iu  adjutant  general's 
office.  Relatives  claim  last  letters  received  from  him  were 
dated  Camp  Parole,  Richmond,  where  he  was  awaiting  ex- 
change.    (See  Gen.) 

65.  Robie,  Corp.  David  P.,  age  3i,  enlisted  from  Thornton, 
Aug.  30,  '62,  iu  Co,  C,  13th  Regt.;  appointed  corporal,  May 
I,  '65;  mustered  out,  June  21,  '65. 

66.  Rollins,  Lyman,  eulisted  from  Concord,  Oct,  31,  '61, 
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in  Co.  I,  6tli  Regt  ;  discharged,  Jan.  3,  '65,  expiration  of  tenii 
of  service.     (See  Gen.) 

67.  Sanborn,  Joseph  E.,  age  24,  enlisted  from  Bridgewater, 
Aug.  18,  '6z,  in  Co.  U,  i2tli  Regt.;  wounde<l  at  Chnnccllors- 
ville,  May  3,  '63,  and  discharged  for  disability  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  Apr.  10,  '64. 

68.  Sanboni,  Carroll,  enlisted  from  Concord  Jnly  24,  '62, 
in  Co,  K,  9th  Regt.  He  was  wounded  at  Antietam,  Md.,  Sept. 
17,  '62,  and  again  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  13,  '62,  and 
was  discharged  for  disability  Apr.  27,  '63,  at  Concord.  (See 
Gen.) 

69.  Sleeper,  George  W.,  was  a  painter  in  I,owell,  Mass., 
and  28  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  i6th  Mass. 
Regt.,  July  12,  '61.  He  died  June  25,  '6a,  of  wounds  received 
at  Fair  Oaks  (Adj.  Gen,  records).  The  remains  were  brought 
to  Bristol,  and,  after  an  impressive  service  held  at  his  boyhood 
home,  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  burying-ground  in  Dist.  No.  9. 
(See  Gen.) 

70.  Sleeper,  Sergl.  Levi  H.,  enlisteil  from  Manchester 
Apr.  22,  '61,  ni  Co.  I,  2nd  Regt.,  for  three  months;  nol  mus- 
tered;  rcenlisted.  May  22,  '61,  for  three  years;  mustered  out, 
June  21,  '64;  enlisted,  Aug,  20,  '64,  i.st  Regt.  Heavy  Artillery, 
for  one  year;  inuslurcd  in  as  coriwrul;  ap|>uinlcd  sergeant. 
May  I,  '65  ;  mustered  out,  June  15,  '65.     (See  Gen.) 

71.  Sleeper,  Solomon  C,  was  an  operative  at  Lowell, 
Mass.,  when  he  enlisted,  Sept.  2,  '61,  in  the  ist  Mass.  Sliarp 
Shooters  (15th  Inf.)  Independent  Co.,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Chancellorsville,  Fredericksburg,  Antietam,  Gettys- 
burg, Bristoe,  and  front  of  Richmond ;  discharged  for  disabil- 
ity, Jan.  20,  '64.     (See  Gen.) 

72.  Smith,  Curtis,  enlisted  from  Manchester  (or  three 
months,  Apr.  19,  '61,  in  Co.  K,  ist  Regt.,  and  was  mustered 
out  with  the  regiment,  Aug.  9,  '61.  Oct.  2,  *6r,  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  D,  8th  Regt.,  and  was  appointed  corporal;  wounded,  May 
27,  '63,  at  Port  Hudson,  La.,  promoted  sergeant,  reenlisted  and 
mustered  in,  Jan.  4,  '64 ;  transferred  to  Co,  A,  Veteran  Bat- 
talion, 8th  N.  H.  Vols.,  Jan.  i,  '65;  reduced  to  ranks,  Aug.  21, 
'65  ;  mustered  out,  Oct.  28,  '65. 

73.  Swain,  Klbridge  L.,  age  33,  enlistLHl  from  Chichester, 
Aug.  29,  '62,  in  Co.  E,  nth  Regt.;  died  of  disease,  Mar.  17, 
'63,  at  Newport  News,  Va. 

74.  Tirrell,  Moses  D.,  age  34,  enlisted  from  Holdemess, 
Dec.  2,  '61,  in  Co.  A,  6th  Regt.;  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
was  reported  missing ;  then  gained  from  missing.  He  died  on 
board  hospital  boat,  "Tycoon"  at  Cannelton,  Ind,,  Aug. 
9.    '63, 

75.  Truell,  Zeuas  B.,  was  a  spinner  in  Lowell,  Mass., 
when  he  enlisted,  Aug.  21,   '6t,  in  the  aoth  Regt.  Mass.  Vol. 
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Sliarp  Shooters ;  killed  at  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderuess,  May  8, 
'64.     (SeeGeu.) 

76.  Wallace,  Lieut.  Charles  B.,  age  31,  enlisted  from 
Penacook  in  Co.  B,  ytli  Regt.,  Oct.  28,  '61 ;  appointed  corporal, 
Oct.  9,  '62;  sergeant,  Nov.  28,  '63;  leenlisted,  Feb.  29,  '64; 
wounded,  Oct.  I,  '64,  near  Richmond;  appointed  first  lieuten- 
ant, Dec.  27,  '64;  mustered  out,  July  20,  '65. 

77.  Worthing,  James  H.,  enlisted  at  Sacramento,  Cal,, 
Sept.  20,  '61,  ill  Co.  E,  5th  Regt.  Cal.  Vol.  Inf.;  discharged  at 
Mcsil.i,  New  Mexico.  Nov.  30,  '64,  cx])irntion  of  service.  After 
the  war  he  went  to  I'inos  Altos,  New  Mexico,  where  he  was  shot 
and  killed  by  Apache  Indians,  May  18,  '66.     (See  Gen.) 


MIUTIA  SINCE  THE  CIVIL  WAR 

At  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  new  militia  laws  were  enacted 
in  New  Hampshire.  Every  able-bodied  man,  between  the  ages 
of  eiRhleeii  and  forty-five  years,  was  enrolled,  and  an  active 
volunteer  militia  force  was  organized.  This  force  was  limited 
to  three  regiments  of  thirteen  companies  each,  aggregating  two 
thousand  men  who  were  enlisted  for  a  period  of  five  years.  The 
companies  consisted  of  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  four  ser- 
geants, four  cor{Mrals,  and  forty  privates. 

In  the  spring  of  1867,  Capt.  W.  A.  Beckford  organized 
a  conii>any  of  tlic  .state  militia  in  Bristol.  It  was  designated  the 
Head  Rifles,  Co.  M,  and  was  made  a  part  of  the  First  Regiment. 
In  August,  following,  it  was  transferred  to  the  Second  Regi- 
ment. It  liad  thirty-three  rifles.  Its  armory  was  in  the  hall 
over  the  town  hall.  No  order  disbanding  this  company  is  on 
file  in  the  office  of  the  adjutant-general,  but  it  evidently  ceased 
to  exist  about  Jan.  i,  1871. 

Captains  Date  of  Com.  Discharged 

William  A.  Beckford  May  9,  1867 

Frank  A.  Gordon  May  6,  1868  Dec.  31,  1870 

First  Lieutenants 
Horace  L.  Ingalls  May  9,  1867 

Wayland  Ballou  May  6,  1868 

Natt.  B.  MouUon  Apr.  26,  1869 

Second  Lieutenants 
Webster  Heath  May  9,  1867 

Natt.  B.  Moulton  May  6,  1868 

Geo.  F.  Prescott  Apr.  36,  1869  Dec.  31,  1870 

Apr.  13,  1888,  a  company  of  militia  was  organized  in  Bris- 
tol under  the  name  ol  Train  Rifles,  through  the  efforts  of  Dr.  C. 
W.   Coolidge,    David   M.   Calley,   Orrin   B.  Ray,  and  others. 
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This  company  was  assigned  to  the  Third  Regiment  National 
Guard  of  the  state.  It  had  forty-eight  men,  rank  and  file.  It 
had  a  fairly  prosperous  existence  for  a  few  years,  when  interest 
lagged  and  it  was  disbanded  Feb.  9,  1897.  In  the  summer  of 
1889,  Capt.  C.  W.  Coolidge  and  five  of  his  non-cotnTiiiiisioned 
officers  and  privates  qualified  themselves  as  sharp  shooters  and 
received  all  the  badges,  including  a  gold  badge,  offered  by  the 
state  for  the  best  records. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  commissioned  officers : 


Captains 

Date  of  Com. 

Discharged 

David  M.  Calley 
Charles  W.  Coolidge 
Orrin  B.  Ray 

Apr.  14, 
Apr.  12, 
Oct.  21, 

1 883 
1889 
1891 

Feb.  12 
Oct.  9, 
May  29 

1889.  Res. 
1891,  Res. 
1897,  Dis. 

First  Lieutenants 

Charles  W.  Coolidge 
Orrin  B.  Ray 
Leonard  S.  Grey 
Arthur  H.  Morrill 

Apr.  14, 
Apr.  .2. 

Oct.  21, 

May  31, 

1888 
1889 
1891 
1895 

Apr.  12 
Oct.  2r, 
May  23 

July  6. 

1889,  Pro. 
1 89 1,  Pro, 

1 894.  Res. 
t896,  Res. 

Second  lyieutenants 

Orrin  B.  Ray 
Wesley  H.  Dicey 
Leonard  S.  Grey 
Alonzo  D.  Emery 
Arthur  H.  Morrill 
Elwood  S.  Lougee 

Apr.  14, 
Apr.  12, 
Mav2i, 
Oct.  21, 
Apr.  24. 
May  31, 

1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
■893 
1895 

Apr.  12 
Apr.  5, 
Oct.  21, 
Mar.  20 
May  31. 
July  6. 

1889,  Pro. 
1S90,  Kes. 
1 89 1.  Pro. 
r  893,  Res. 

1895,  Pro. 

1896,  Res. 
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CHAPTER  XX 

POI^ITICAL  HISTORY 

III  pulilicB  if  tliDU  woiililst  mix. 

And  uieaii  thy  forluiiis  be; 
Bear  this  in  uiiud  —  "  Be  deaf  aiid  blind; 

Let  great  folks  hear  and  see." 

At  tlie  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  the  attention  of  the 
l>coi>lc  of  the  stale  became  euRrosHed  in  the  plan  of  government 
that  slionkl  be  adopted.  In  New  Chester,  a  uieeting  was  held 
at  the  house  ol  Col.  Peter  Sleeper,  jau.  3,  178a,  to  "Lay  the 
I'laii  ol  Government  Before  the  town  in  order  tliat  the  town  may 
give  their  opinion  upon  it."  This  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
meet  at  the  same  place  one  week  later.  That  the  people  had 
opinions  on  the  questions  submitted  and  were  not  slow  to  express 
them,  the  records  of  the  adjourned  meeting  fully  show,  as 
follows : 

Met  according  to  adjourn  11  lent  at  thu  time  aud  place  and  Proceeded 
oa  follows  llratly  objected  against  the  QiialificiitionB  o(  Electors  wee 
tliiitk  it  reason.ible  timt  every  Male  Iiihiibitant  of  the  nee  of  twenty  one 
years  puyiiiK  taxes  ought  to  be  Voters  in  all  town  lueetiugs. 

Secondly  wee  think  that  County  Conventious  in  tlie  choice  of  Rep- 
resentatives will  be  Productive  of  evil  Consequences  therefore  think,  that 
a  ccrtaiu  Dumber  of  votern  or  Inhabitauts  ought  to  have  the  Liberty  of 
Electiug  a  Representative 

Thirdly  wee  think  that  the  Soldiers  of  the  Militia  ought  to  have  the 
Choice  of  their  own  oflicers. 

The  above  wna  iinaiiluiously  agreed  to. 

May  2,  of  the  same  year,  another  meeting  was  held  to 
continue  the  consideration  of  the  subject ;  but  instead  of  express- 
ing any  opinion,  Col.  Thomas  Crawford  was  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  draw  up  objections  to  "  the  plan  of  Government  and 
Give  the  Reasons  and  Make  Return  to  the  Convention  and  to 
Send  tlic  number  I'or  and  against."  Col.  Crawford  was  a 
leader  in  thought  and  politics  in  the  community,  and  it  may 
have  been  largely  through  his  influence  Uiat  the  voters  were  a 
unit  on  nearly  every  question  submitted. 

On  the  lytli  of  December,  the  voters  of  the  town  again  came 
together  in  special  meeting.  We  are  not  told  what  the  report 
of  Col.  Crawford  was,  but  it  was 
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Voted  not  to  Except  Ibc  twenty  third  article  in  the  Bill  of  Rigtita. 

Voted  not  to  Except  of  a  GovemOT.  Number  of  votes  17  on  Iheae 
point*,  none  SEainit  it  .  John  Smith  wu  Chosen  to  go  to  the  Convention 
In  Behalf  of  the  Town. 

No  further  action  was  taken  till  the  annual  meeting  in  March, 
toUowing,  when,  after  the  election  of  officers,  the  proposed  plan 
of  government  again  came  np  for  action.  The  following  is  llie 
record ; 

Ri);htli1y,  Voted  to  receive  the  Plan  of  Govemnieut  willi  the  follow- 
ing Uxceptiona 

Againit  a  Governor  and  Privy  Council,  31. 

Againat  the  mode  of  paying  Repreaentaiivea,  31. 

Against  County  Registers,  but  Town  Clerks  for  that  pnrpose,  31. 

and  that  the  People  shall  have  the  Choice  of  Electing  their  own 
Hllitaiy  and  Civil  officers,  31. 

and  that  any  Elector  may  be  Elected  aa  to  Representative,  31,  and 
that  the  Repreaentativea  Be  Paid  from  the  Common  Stock,  31. 

article  glh.  Voted  to  Receive  the  Resolve  of  the  Council  and  Honse 
of  Representatives  for  this  State  that  the  Present  Govemment  Be  con- 
tinued in  full  Force  till  the  tenth  day  of  Jnne,  1784,  except  the  new  Plan 
of  Government  take  place. 

The  first  vote  for  president '  of  New  Hampshire  was  cast  in 
March,  1784,  when  Meshech  Wcare  was  elected.  In  New 
Chester,  Weare  received  twenty-seven  votes,  and  Josiah  Bart- 
lett.  Federalist,  thirteen.  In  1785,  John  Langdon,  Republican, 
who  was  elected,  received  only  one  vote  in  New  Chester,  while 
Josiah  Bartlett,  Federalist,  received  thirty-six,  and  John  Sulli- 
van, Federalist,  received  nineteen.  The  next  year,  John  Sidli- 
van  was  elected  president  of  the  state  but  did  not  receive  a  vote 
in  New  Chester,  while  John  Langdon  was  favored  with  every 
vote  cast — forty.  In  1787,  thirty-two  votes  were  ctist  for  John 
Langdon,  while  Sullivan,  who  w.is  reelected,  received  but  two 
votes,  and  Josiah  Bartlett  was  given  ten. 

In  1788,  only  twenty-two  votes  were  cast  in  New  Chester 
for  president  of  the  state.  Of  these,  John  Langdon,  who  was 
again  elected,  received  twenty-one,  and  Josiah  Bartlett,  one. 
The  new  town  of  Bridgewater,  which  cast  its  first  vote  at  this 
election,  was  equally  unanimous,  giving  Langdon  twenty-eight, 
and  Samuel  Livennore,  one.  This  election  was  of  special  im- 
portance, from  the  fact  that  the  constitutional  convention,  which 
had  met  at  Exeter  in  February  to  act  on  the  ratification  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  had  adjourned  for  four  months 
after  a  session  of  ten  days  without  action.  Langdon  was  in 
favor  of  ratification,  and  his  election  indicated  the  sentiment  of 

'  Under  the  constitution  of  1784  the  chief  executive  of  New  Hainp- 
ahtte  was  called  president.  The  constitution  of  1793  changed  the  title  to 
governor. 
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ihc  state  on  tliis  subject.  Six  states  had  ratified  tlie  constitu- 
tion before  the  convention  assembled ;  two  more  took  similar 
action  during  its  intermisstou,  and  tlie  state  had  spoken  iu 
unmistakable  terms  in  its  election.  The  result  was,  when  the 
convention  reconvened  it  needed  but  three  days  for  favorable 
action.  Thus  New  Hampshire  became  the  ninli  state  to  ratify 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  made  that  iustrunieut 
of  binding  force.  In  this  convention  Col,  Thomas  Crawford 
repi'eseuted  New  Chester,  Bridgewater,  Cockermouth,  and  Alex- 
andria.    His  vote  was  in  favor  of  ratification. 

In  1789,  during  a  hot  political  campaign  for  those  days,  when 
there  were  four  candidates  for  president  of  the  state  in  the  field, 
the  successful  candidate,  John  Sullivan,  Federalist,  did  not 
receive  a  vote  in  either  New  Chester  or  Bridgewater;  John 
Pickering,  also  a  Federalist,  received  seventy  votes  —  every  one 
cast  in  both  towns.  However  hot  the  campaign,  indifference 
was  indicated  here  from  the  fact  that  not  half  the  voters  exer- 
ci,scd  the  right  of  suffrage. 

In  1790,  Josiah  llartlctt.  Federalist,  was  the  successful 
candidate  for  president,  but  he,  like  his  predecessor,  did  not 
receive  a  vote  in  New  Chester  or  Bridgewater.  The  combined 
vote  of  the  two  towns  for  John  Pickering,  also  a  Federalist,  was 
thirty-nine,  while  the  Republican  vote  was  divided  between 
Woodbury  Langdon,  who  received  six  votes  in  New  Chester, 
and  Joshua  Wentworth,  who  received  five  in  Bridgewater. 

On  the  7th  ol  May,  1793,  a  meeting  was  held  in  New 
Chester  to  take  the  sense  of  the  voters  of  the  town  on  the 
revision  of  the  state  constitution  as  proposed  by  the  convention 
of  1791.  Seventy-two  amendments  had  been  made,  and  tliese 
were  acted  on  separately,  two  days  being  consumed  in  the  work. 
The  town  gave  a  majority  in  favor  of  thirteen  only,  and  was 
almost  unanimous  against  all  the  others.  In  only  eleven  was 
there  a  division  of  sentiment ;  in  all  the  others,  the  voters  were 
unanimous  one  way  or  the  other. 

h'or  three  years  conunencing  with  1791,  Josiah  llartlctt. 
Federalist,  received  all  the  votes  cast  in  both  New  Chester  and 
IJridgewaler,  as  did  Jolin  T.  Gilman,  Federalist,  in  1794  and 
1795.  In  1796,  a  change  came  over  the  voters  of  both  towns. 
In  New  Chester,  though  there  were  eight  more  votes  cast 
than  in  1795,  John  T.  Gilman  received  only  twenty-four,  while 
Timothy  Walker  had  thirteen,  and  Oliver  Peabody  twenty-four. 
In  llridgcwatcr,  Oilman  received  only  one  vole,  while  Timothy 
Walker  had  forty-two.  What  caused  this  stampede  from  the 
Federal  to  the  Republican  ranks  does  not  appear ;  but  the 
next  year  the  tide  set  in  favor  of  Gilman,  and  he  received  every 
vote  except  one  in  both  towns.  This  unanimity  continued  for 
five  years,  the  aggregate  vote  against  him  being  only  seven — all 
cast  in  Bridgewater.     From  1802  till  1820,  the  vote  ol  both  New 
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Chester  and  Bridgewater  was  more  evenly  divided  between  tlie 
two  great  parties — the  Republican,  or  Kepnblican- Democratic 
party,  as  it  was  called,  and  the  Federalists,  though  tlie  Demo- 
crats were  in  the  majority  in  New  Chester,  and  the  Federalists  in 
Bridgewater.  The  Republican- Democratic  party  finally  dropped 
the  first  part  of  its  name  and  became  known  as  the  Democratic 
party. 

In  1809,  the  protection  of  the  American  marine  became  a 
leading  question  in  politics.  The  Federalists  were  oppc^ed  to 
any  assertion  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States  that  miglit  lead  to 
war  with  Kngland.  After  the  war  came,  sympathy  with  Eng- 
land was  openly  expressed  in  New  England  by  the  Federalists. 
Some  even  advocated  withdrawal  from  the  Union  and  an  alli- 
ance witli  England,  while  British  victories  were  celebrated  in 
some  places  by  bonfires.  The  vote  this  year  was  evenly  divided 
in  New  Chester  between  Jeremiah  Smith,  the  Federal  candidate 
for  governor,  and  John  Langdon,  the  Democratic  candidate, 
each  receiving  sixty-six.  In  Bridgewater,  Jeremiah  Smith  re- 
ceived eighty -seven  votes,  a  majority  of  four.  Smith  was 
elected  governor.  He  served  but  one  year,  and  in  1810,  John 
I^angdon,  the  Democratic  candidate,  was  elected  ;  and  the  state 
wheeled  into  line  in  the  support  of  the. administration  in  its  war 
measures.  Tliis  Intter  yunr,  Now  Chester  cast  n  nmjorily  of 
fourteen  votes  for  Laugdou ;  wliile  Bridgewater  gave  a  majority 
of  twenty-one  for  Smith.  In  iSii,  the  same  candidates  were  in 
the  field  for  governor,  and  New  Chester  gave  eighty-three  votes 
for  Langdon  and  sixty-eight  for  Smith ;  and  Bridgewater 
changed  its  majority  for  Smith  to  a  majority  of  thirty  for 
Langdon. 

In  iSir,  the  annual  town  meeting  in  New  Chester  was  held 
March  12,  but  adjounied  till  the  next  day  when  a  representative 
was  elected.  This  action  was  contrary  to  law,  and  the  legisla- 
ture declined  to  allow  Jonathan  Dickerson,  who  was  elected,  to 
take  his  seat.  A  bill  was  passed,  however,  allowing  the  town 
to  call  a  special  meeting  by  giving  persona!  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting,  or  leaving  a  notice  in  writing  at  the  home 
of  each  voter  "at  any  time  previous  to  holding  said  meeting." 
This  act  passed  June  11 ;  the  meeting  was  held  Jnne  rj,  and  the 
next  day  Mr.  Dickerson  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the 
house. 

In  1812,  the  Democratic  candidate,  William  Plumer,  was 
elected  governor.  He  received  a  majority  of  twenty-one  votes 
in  New  Chester ;  but  Bridgewater  gave  a  majority  of  four  for 
John  T.  Oilman,  the  candidate  of  the  Federal  party.  This 
party  was  unable*  to  survive  its  record  during  the  war,  and 
slowly  died.     From  its  ruins  arose  the  Whig  party. 

The  first  vote  in  Bristol  (1820)  showed  the  town  to  be 
very   strongly   Democratic.     Capt.   James   Minot   was    elected 
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rqtrcsciilalivc,  .Snmticl  llcll  received  nuicty-oiie  of  the  niiiely- 
iiiiie  votes  cast  for  governor.  The  next  year,  Gov.  Bell  received 
eighty-six  out  of  the  iiiiiety-oiie  votes,  aiid  in  1822  the  vote  was 
about  the  same.  In  1823,  the  opposition  cast  thirty-seven  of 
the  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  votes.  Two  years  later, 
however,  there  were  only  (our  scattering  votes,  compared  with 
one  hundred  and  twelve  for  David  I,.  Morrill,  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  governor,  while,  in  1827,  Benjamin  Pierce,  Demo- 
crat, received  all  but  one  of  the  one  hundred  and  eight  votes  cast, 
Tht,s  wa.s  called  the  era  of  gootl  feeling,  when  personal  popular- 
ity had  more  weight  than  party  ties.  During  the  following 
twenty-five  years,  the  Whigs  were  an  active  party  in  town.  In 
182S,  Benjamin  Pierce,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  governor, 
received  sixty-six  votes,  while  the  candidate  of  the  Whigs,  John 
Bell,  received  sixty.  Nathaniel  S.  Berry,  Democrat,  made  bis 
entrance  into  politics  this  year,  being  elected  representative. 
Parly  linos  were  not  then  drawn  with  sucli  rigid  exactness  as 
now  and  tlie  vote  fluctuated  from  one  party  to  anotlier  to  a  sur- 
prising degree.  In  1832,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Democrat,  received 
seventy-lour  votes  for  governor  in  town,  while  his  opponent,  • 
Ichabod  Bartlett,  Federalist,  received  eighty-five ;  at  the  next  ■ 
election,  Mr.  Dinsmoor  received  one  hundred  and  eleven,  while 
liis  opponent  was  favored  with  but  eighteen.  At  the  same  time, 
there  was  liardly  that  courtesy  among  the  leaders  that  exists  to- 
day. Tlie  Patriot  was  accustomed  to  speak  of  James  Wilson  as 
llie  "  Pcderal  Nigger  Whig  candidate,"  while  in  other  ca-ses  it 
used  siicii  endearing  terms  as  "  the  Pig  and  Puppy  "  candidate. 

lu  1824,  Moses  H.  Bradley,  Esq.,  of  Bristol,  Democrat, 
represented  his  district  in  the  New  Hampshire  senate,  and  Capt. 
James  Minot,  of  Bristol,  Denfocrat,  was  elected  to  the  state 
senate  in  1827.  At  this  election  Bristol  cast  one  hundred  and 
eleven  votes,  and  of  these  Minot  received  all  but  one.  In 
the  district,  1,545  votes  were  cast,  of  which  Minot  received 
1,392  ;  the  nominee  of  the  opposing  party  had  one  hundred  and 
fifty-one ;  scattering  two.  '1  he  next  year,  James  Poole,  of  Han- 
over, was  nominated  and  elected  from  this  district,  but  died 
before  the  legislature  assembled.  In  joint  convention  the  legis- 
lature elected  Mr.  Minpt  to  fill  the  vacancy ;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  care  to  fill  a  dead  man's  shoes. 

In  1835,  Nathaniel  S.  Berry,  of  Bristol,  was  elected  senator 
from  this  di.strict,  and  was  reelected  in  1836. 

In  1840,  the  subject  of  slavery  had  become  a  disturbing 
element  in  politics.  Whigs  and  Democrats  were  divided  iu 
sentiment,  and  from  both  these  parties  arose  the  Independent 
Democrats  and  the  Liberty  party.  In  the  fall  of  1840,  occurred 
the  presidential  campaign  when  Harrison  and  Van  Buren  were 
the  opposing  candidates.  This  was  known  as  the  "hard  cider 
campaign."  and  party  spirit  ran  high. 
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In  1841,  the  Whigs  polled  in  Bristol  one  hnndred  and  eight 
votes;  the  Democrats,  seventy-nine,  and  the  Liberty  party  twenty- 
one.  In  1842,  however,  with  four  parties  in  the  field,  the 
Whigs  cast  only  sixty-six  votes;  the  Democrats,  scvenly-(oiir; 
the  Ciberty  party,  forty-lonr,  and  the  Indejiendent  Democrats, 
thirty-two. 

Ill  1H44,  the  Democratic  National  coiivciitioii  in  Itnlthnorc 
took  such  a  stand  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  that  Nathaniel  S. 
Berry,  one  of  the  delegates  from  New  Hampshire,  withdrew 
from  the  party  and  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Kree 
Soil  party  in  this  state.  This  party  held  its  first  state  conven- 
tion at  Concord  in  October,  1845,  and  Mr.  Berry  became  its 
standard  bearer  for  governor.  The  Liberty  party  also  nomi- 
nated him  as  its  candidate;  and  at  the  election  in  Itrislol  in 
March,  following,  he  was  given  ninety-four  votes.  Anthony 
Colby,  the  Whig  candidate,  received  only  sixty-eight  votes,  and 
Jared  Williams,  Democrat,  had  forty-two.  The  Liberty  party 
did  not  hold  another  state  convention,  being  absorbed  by  the 
new  Free  Soil  party. 

In  1844,  all  three  parties,  the  Democrats,  the  Whigs,  and 
.  the  Liberty  party,  nominated  selectmen  in  Bristol.  The  three 
selectmen  were  balloted  for  on  one  ticket.  One  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  votes  were  ca.st  nt  tlic  first  liallol,  and  only  tmi.'  niiin 
was  elected  —  Samuel  C,  Brown,  Whig,  for  first  selectman.  On 
the  second  ballot  there  was  no  choice,  and  on  the  third,  Walter 
Sleeper,  Free  Soiler,  was  elected.  On  the  fourth  ballot  there 
was  no  choice,  but  on  the  next  Daniel  S.  Mason,  Whig,  was 
chosen,  he  receiving  ninety-six  votes  as  compared  with  sixty- 
eight  for  Abbott  Lovejoy,  Democrat.  Two  ballots  were  required 
to  elect  a  town  clerk.  Slierbnm'  S.  Merrill.  Levi  Bartlctt,  and 
Solomon  Cavis  were  the  three  party  candidates,  and  Levi  IJart- 
lett,  Whig,  was  elected.  Two  days  were  requirwl  to  do  the 
work  of  this  meeting. 

In  1845,  two  ballots  were  required  to  elect  a  representative. 
On  the  first  ballot,  Samuel  H.  Stevens,  Whig,  had  one  hundred 
and  two  votes,  and  Sherbum  S.  Worthing,  Democrat,  had  one 
hundred  and  three,  and  as  there  were  seven  scattering  votes,  there 
was  no  choice.  At  the  next  ballot.  Worthing  had  one  hundred 
and  eight  votes,  and  Stevens  oiic  hundred  and  ten ;  and  the 
latter  was  elected.  There  was  no  choice  on  the  first  or  second 
ballot  for  third  selectman;  but  on  the  third,  Reuben  Rollins, 
Whig,  was  elected,  receiving  eighty-six  votes.  Jesse  F.  Ken- 
dall, Whig,  received  fifty-seven,  and  Stephen  Nelson,  Democrat, 
fourteen. 

In  1847,  the  candidates  for  representative  were  John  M.  R, 
Emmons,  Whig;  Sherbum. S.  Merrill,  Democrat,  and  Amos 
Brown,  Whig.     Mr.  Brown  was  elected  on  the  second  l>allot. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Uerry  was  again  the  standard  bearer  of  the 
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I'Vec  Soil  party  in  tlic  state,  and  received  in  Bristol  eiglity-etglit 
votes;  Aiitliony  Colby,  the  Whig  candidate,  received  eighty- 
nine,  and  Jared  W.  WtUtanis,  the  Democratic  candidate,  filty; 
but,  in  1848,  the  vote  for  Mr.  Berry  was  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  ;  the  Democratic  vote  was  also  increased  somewhat,  while 
the  Whig  vote  nearly  disappeared,  being  only  six.  In  1849, 
the  Whigs  rallied,  and,  although  the  Free  Soil  party  presented 
the  same  candidates  as  the  year  before,  the  vote  of  the  town  was 
about  evenly  divided  among  the  Whigs,  Free  Soilers,  and 
Democrats,  and  so  continued  till  1854. 

In  1849,  a  memorable  town  meetiug  was  held.  Three 
ballots  were  required  to  elect  a  town  clerk.  Hadley  B.  Fowler, 
Democrat,  was  elected,  rutuiing  largely  ahead  of  his  ticket, 
He  received  ninety-six  votes  as  compared  with  fifty-eight  tor 
Jacob  N.  Darling,  Whig,  tlie  next  strongest  candidate.  For 
first  selectman,  tlie  leading  candidates  were  Abbott  Lovejoy, 
Democrat;  Walter  Slccirer,  Free  Soilcr,  and  John  M.  R.  Um- 
moiis,  Whig.  After  seven  ballots,  Walter  Sleeper  was  declared 
elected,  Init  he  declined  to  ,ser\'e.  Alter  two  more  ballots,  John 
M.  K.  limnions  was  elected.  Two  ballots  were  then  taken  for  a 
second  member  of  the  board,  and  Gilman  Ingalls,  Jr.,  Whig, 
was  elected.  After  two  more  ballots,  Calvin  Swett,  Free  Soiler, 
was  declared  elected  third  selectman.  Two  days  were  consumed 
in  dohig  the  town  business  this  year. 

In  1850,  Samuel  C.  Brown,  Whig,  was  elected  first  select- 
man on  tlic  TiTsl  l>allot,  init  it  rci|uircd  titrcc  ballots  to  select  a 
second  member  of  the  board,  Calvin  Swett,  Free  Soiler,  securing 
the  election.  Joseph  Kidder,  Whig,  was  elected  as  the  third 
member  on  the  second  ballot. 

The  campaign  of  1851  was  a  peculiar  one  in  this  state, 
and  marked  with  great  bitterness.  The  Democrats  put  in 
nomination  for  governor  John  Atwood.  who  soon  made  him- 
self obnoxious  to  the  leaders  of  the  party  by  utterances 
against  slavery,  (or  the  pro-slavery  element  dominated  the 
Democratic  party  at  that  time.  Another  convention  was  held; 
Mr.  Alwood's  name  was  stricken  from  the  ticket,  and  the 
name  of  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  who  had  previously  served  five 
tenns  as  governor,  was  placed  at  its  head  once  more.  The  Free 
Soil  party  then  nominated  Mr.  Atwood,  and  the  Whigs  nom- 
inated Tliomas  E.  Sawyer.  Mr,  Sawyer  received  the  largest 
vote  in  town  — eighty-one.  while  Atwood  was  given  sovcnty- 
four,  and  Dinsmoor,  who  was  elected,  receive<l  sixty -four.  There 
were  (our  leading  candidates  for  representative  in  1851.  On  the 
first  Kiliot,  Calvin  Swett,  Free  Soiler,  received  tweuty-.six  votes ; 
NajH)leon  B.  Bryant,  Democrat,  a  young  and  promising  lawyer 
wliohad  just  settled  iu  Bristol,  received  thirty-nine;  Gilman  Ih- 
galls,  Jr.,  Whig,  filty-five;  and  Frederick  Bartlett,  Whig,  ninety- 
seven;  scattering,  fourteen.  On  Uie  second  ballot,  Mr.  Bartlett  was 
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elected.  For  twelve  yeara  previous  to  this  town  meeting,  Sam- 
uel C,  Brown,  Whig,  had  served  as  moderator.  Each  year  Col. 
Oscar  F.  Fowler  was  the  nominee  of  the  Democrats.  At  this 
meeting,  the  Whigs  and  Free  Sellers  had  a  new  candidate,  Mr, 
Brown  having  removed  from  town,  and  Col,  Fowler  was  elected. 
Col.  Fowler  was  a  fine  presiding  officer,  and  party  affiliations 
alone  had  prevented  hin  election  to  this  and  other  offices  in  the 
gift  of  his  townsmen.  Though  lie  continued  to  be  the  nominee  of 
his  party  for  moderator  he  did  not  succeed  in  being  again  elected. 
In  October,  there  was  a  special  election  for  the  choice  of  a 
delegate  to  the  state  constitutional  convention  that  was  to  meet 
in  Concord  Nov.  6,  There  was  no  contest,  and  Frederick  Bart- 
lett  was  elected. 

From  1845  till  1855,  the  active  parties  in  town  were  the 
Democrats,  the  Whigs,  and  Free  Soilers.  In  1852,  the  Know 
Nothing  party  was  organized  in  the  state.  The  prejudices  of 
the  people  were  aroused  against  foreigners,  and  especially 
against  Roman  Catholics,  and  accessions  to  the  party  were 
rapid.  It  was  a  secret  organization.  Its  members  were  bound 
with  an  oath,  and  governed  with  rig^d  rules.  A  penalty  was 
imposed  for  even  divulging  the  name  of  a  member.  The  move- 
ment spread  into  all  parts  of  the  state,  and,  in  1854,  Subordinate 
Council,  No.  117,  was  organised  in  DrLstol.  In  March,  1854, 
before  the  advent  of  this  party  in  Bristol,  the  vole  of  the  town 
was,  for  governor,  Nathaniel  B.  Baker,  Democratic  candidate, 
eighty-nine;  James  Bell,  Whig,  thirty-five;  Jared  Perkins,  Free 
Soiler,  one  hundred  and  nineteen;  but  at  the  next  annual 
meeting  the  Know  Nothings  cast  one  hundred  and  sixty-two 
votes  for  Ralph  Metcalf,  who  was  elected  governor ;  the  Demo- 
crats polled  seventy-nine,  the  Free  Soilers  six,  and  the  Wliigs 
eight.  The  Free  Soil  party  did  not  again  appear  in  town  on  a 
state  ticket.  The  Whigs  held  together  till  the  following  year, 
when  they,  too,  disappeared.  The  Know  Nothing  party  had  a 
brief  existence  of  two  years ;  and  then  appeared  the  Republican 
party,  the  successor  of  the  three  just  named,  which  became  the 
dominant  party  in  town  and  has  smce  maintained  its  supremacy. 
In  1857,  it  had  a  majority  of  seventy-five;  its  largest  majority 
was  in  1868,  when  it  reached  one  hundred  and  thirty-five;  its 
smallest  was  in  1874,  when  it  was  only  thirteen.  This  small 
margin  was  partially  accounted  for  by  the  large  vote  cost  by  the 
Prohibitionists,  nearly  their  entire  strength  being  drawn  from 
the  Republican  ranks.  Two  years  later,  when  the  Prohibition 
vote  had  nearly  disappeared  and  a  strong  man  headed  the 
Republican  ticket,  the  majority  again  reached  one  hundred.  In 
1878,  it  was  one  hundred  and  seven  ;  in  1886,  only  twenty-four; 
but,  in  1894,  it  again  reached  one  hundred  and  two,  and  in 
1900,  it  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Previous  to  the  coming  of  the  Know  Nothing  party,   in 
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■S55,  the  Wbigs  and  Free  Soilers  generally  uuited  against  the 
Democrats  in  the  election  of  representative  and  town  officers,  no 
party  being  strong  enough  to  elect  without  the  assistance  of  one 
of  the  others. 

Previous  to  1851,  each  person  elected  representative  was 
accorded  two  tenns.  That  year,  Frederick  Bartlett  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  state  constitutional  convention  and  also  a 
member  of  the  house.  This  was  considered  as  equal  to  two 
terms  in  tlie  house,  and  he  was  not  renominated  in  1852, 
Calvin  Swctt  was  nominated  by  the  Free  Soilers  for  rcprescnla- 
live,  and  received  thirty-five  votes;  Napoleon  B,  Bryant  was 
again  nominated  by  the  Democrats  and  received  sixty-seven 
votes,  while  Gilnian  Iiigalls,  Jr.,  was  nominated  by  the  Whigs 
and  was  elected,  receiving  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  votes. 
For  the  election  of  selectmen  six  ballots  were  required,  two  for 
each,  resulting  in  the  election  of  Calvin  Swett,  Free  Soiler; 
Daniel  It.  Bartlett,  Democrat,  and  Daniel  S.  Mason,  Whig. 

In  1853,  Oilman  Ingalls,  Jr.,  was  renominated  by  the 
Whigs  lor  representative,  and,  according  to  precedent,  should 
have  been  accorded  a  reelection  ;  but  the  Free  Soilers  nominated 
Calvin  Swett,  and  the  Democrats  put  in  nomination  Walter  R. 
Hayward.  On  the  first  ballot,  Swett  received  fifty-one  votes ; 
Hayward,  eighty-five,  and  Ingalls,  ninety-six;  and  there  was  no 
choice.  As  voting  proceeded  during  the  day,  Ingalls  and  Hay- 
ward made  gains  and  the  other  lost.  At  the  eighth  ballot,  the 
vole  stood  as  follows :  Cnlvin  Swell,  twenty-two ;  Walter  R.  Hay- 
ward, one  hundred  and  thirteen;  Gilman  Ingalls,  Jr.,  one 
hundred  and  fourleen;  and  there  was  no  choice.  A  vote  was 
then  secured,  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  to  one  hundred  and 
seven,  not  to  elect,  and  so  Bristol  was  not  represented  in  the 
General  Court  that  year.  This  contest  naturally  extended  to  the 
election  of  town  officers.  It  required  two  ballots  to  elect  a  town 
clerk,  when  George  M.  Cavis,  the  Democratic  candidate,  was 
elected  over  David  P.  Prescott  and  Sherburn  Wells.  For  first 
.selectman,  the  voting  connncnced  with  four  candidates,  Calvin 
Swell,  John  M.  R.  Knimons,  Daniel  S.  Mason,  and  Daniel  B. 
Bartlett.  Five  ballots  were  taken  ;  but,  at  the  last,  the  persons 
balloted  for  had  narrowed  down  to  two,  Daniel  S.  Mason  and 
Daniel  B.  Bartlett;  and  the  latter  was  elected.  Calvin  Swett 
was  then  elected  on  the  first  ballot  second  selectman ;  and 
Frederick  Bartlett  was  elected  on  the  third  ballot  for  the  third 
place  on  the  board. 

In  1854,  the  Democrats  renominated  Walter  R.  Hayward 
for  representative,  and  all  other  parties  united  in  the  support  of 
Warren  White,  who  was  elected.  For  selectmen,  seven  ballots 
were  necessary.  Calvin  Swett,  Daniel  S.  Mason,  and  John  M. 
R.  Emmons  were  elected.  The  next  year,  Mr.  White  was 
reelected  for  representative.  George  W.  Dow  was  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate. 
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In  1856,  three  candidates  were  ngniii  in  tlie  field  for  rejire- 
sentative,  John  M.  R.  Uninions  receiving  twenty-one  votes  Ironi 
the  Whigs;  Walter  R.  Hayward,  seventy-one  from  the  Democrats, 
and  Calvin  Swctt,  one  hnndred  and  twenty-nine  from  the  free 
Soilers.  Mr.  Swett  was  elected.  The  inenil)cr.s  o(  llic  Know 
Nothing  party,  who  voted  for  governor  that  year  lor  the  first 
time,  appear  to  have  acted  with  their  old  parties  in  the  election 
of  representative  and  town  officers,  and  old  party  organizations 
in  local  politics  were  not  abandoned  till  three  years  later.  In 
1857,  two  new  names  appeared  among  the  nominees  (or  repre- 
sentative, Hadley  B.  Fowler,  who  was  bronght  forward  by  the 
Democrats,  and  received  seventy-six  votes,  and  Joseph  F. 
Rollins,  who  was  supported  by  twenty-one  Whigs.  Calvin 
Swctt  was  renominated  by  the  Free  Soilers  and  reek'ctetl, 
receiving  one  hundred  and  twelve  votes.  This  year  occurred 
the  memorable  Fremont  and  Buchaoan  campaign.  These  were 
the  days  of  "bleeding  Kansas"  and  the  discussion  of  the 
question  of  slavery  was  the  all-absorbing  one  of  the  campaign, 
and  party  spirit  ran  high.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  town,  a  uniformed  political  company  was  organized.  At  the 
polls  in  November,  the  Democrats  cast  eighty-one  votes ;  the 
Republicans,  one  hundred  and  sixty-fonr. 

In  the  presidentia]  cnnipiiign  of  1R60,  the  "Wide  Awake  " 
companies  were  organized  by  the  Republicans,  and  torchlight 
parades  were  common,  hardly  a  night  passing  that  did  not  witness 
a  demonstration  in  Bristol  or  in  some  other  place  in  which  the 
Bristol  companies  took  part.  On  such  occasions,  houses  were 
illuminated  and  fireworks  discharged  according  to  the  means 
or  enthusiasm  of  the  participants.  In  this  campaign,  Abraham 
Ifincoln  had  been  nominated  by  the  Repnblicaiis.  The  Demo- 
cratic convention  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  had  split  on  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery.  The  nortliern  wing  had  placed  Stephen  A, 
Douglass  in  nomination,  and  the  southern  wing,  John  C.  Breck- 
enridge,  while  another  party  organization,  styling  itself  the 
Constitutional  Union  party,  had  met  at  Baltimore  and  nomin- 
ated John  Bell,  of  Tennessee.  Thus  there  were  four  presidential 
candidates  in  the  field.  The  Bell  and  Breckenridge  parties 
drew  most  of  their  strength  from  the  South,  while  Douglass  was 
largely  supported  in  the  North  by  the  old  line  Democrats, 
leaving  lyincoln  the  united  support  of  the  Republicans.  In 
Bristol,  Lincoln  received  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  votes ; 
Douglass,  sixty-two ;  Breckenridge,  five,  and  Bell,  three.  The 
presidential  campaigns  that  followed,  notably  those  of  1868  and 
1888,  were  marked  by  the  same  enthusiasm  as  those  mentioned, 
including  the  organization  of  uniformed  companies,  by  both 
parties,  flag  raisings,  political  rallies,  torchlight  processions, 
and  illuminations,  with  occasional  oyster  suppers. 

In  1858,  took  place  one  of  the  hottest  jiolitical  fights  in 
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Bristol.  Joseph  F.  Rollins  was  an  aspirant  (or  the  honor  of 
representing  his  town  in  the  legislature  ;  but  in  1857,  instead  of 
aiding  in  the  election  of  Calvin  Swett,  who  was  entitled  under 
party  usage  to  two  terms,  lie  accepted  a  nomination  from  his 
party,  and  his  friends  supported  him.  The  consequence  was 
that  this  year,  when  Mr.  Rollins  was  again  nominated  by  the 
Whigs,  and  when  the  natural  course  would  have  been  (or  the 
Free  Soilers  to  have  acceded  to  this  nomination,  they  nominated 
Sila.<;  S.  Brown,  instead.  Hadlcy  B.  Fowler  was  nominated  by 
the  Democrats.  The  first  vote  was,  scattering,  nine;  Joseph  F, 
Rollins,  sixty-one ;  Hadley  B.  Fowler,  seveuty-uiue ;  Silas  S. 
Brown,  ninety-one;  and  there  was  no  choice.  Seven  ballots 
were  taken,  and  then  the  meeting  adjounied  till  the  next  day. 
The  contest  was  renewed  Wednesday,  and  the  eighth  ballot 
showed  that  there  had  been  hardly  the  change  o(  a  vote  (rom  the 
first,  and  the  town  voted  to  postpone,  indefinitely,  the  election  of 
H  rcprcwnliilivc.  l'er,sonal  (ccling  had  Income  so  aroused  by 
this  contest  that  it  was  reflected  in  the  election  o(  selectmen  that 
(ollowed.  The  first  vote  (or  first  selectman  stood,  scattering, 
three;  Levi  Hartlett,  thirteen;  James  T.  Sanborn,  sixty-one; 
Levi  Locke,  sixty-two;  Joseph  S.  Chase,  Democrat,  seventy- 
seven,  and  there  was  no  choice.  On  the  fourth  ballot,  Frederick 
Bartlett's  name  was  used,  and  he  was  elected.  On  the  second 
ballot  for  second  selectman,  Walter  R.  Hayward  was  elected ; 
and  Joseph  Kidder  was  chosen  on  the  first  ballot  (or  third 
nicniber  o(  the  Ixinrd. 

In  1859,  the  contest  was  reucwixl.  Joseph  F.  Rollins  was 
renominated  by  the  Whigs,  and  Lewis  W.  Fhng  was  nominated 
by  tlie  Democrats.  Philip  C.  Bean,  Favor  Locke,  and  John  M. 
R.  Emmons  were  also  in  Uie  field,  but  from  what  party  or  clique 
does  not  appear.  On  the  first  ballot,  six  persons  had  one  vote 
each ;  Emmons  had  three ;  Bean,  forty-three ;  Locke,  thirty- 
eight;  Rollins,  sixty-six,  and  Fling,  eighty.  As  voting  pro- 
gressed, Mr.  Bean  and  Mr.  Locke  dropped  out  of  the  race. 
After  six  ballots  had  been  taken,  it  was  announced  that  if  Mr. 
Rollins  was  given  one  term  he  would  not  seek  a  reelection. 
The  seventh  ballot  stood  as  follows :  Charles  Welk,  one ; 
Emmons,  thirty-one ;  Fling,  seventy -eight ;  Rollins,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  ;  and  Mr,  Rollins  was  elected. 

In  i860,  the  Democrats  renominated  Mr.  Fling  (or  represen- 
tative. The  Republicans  placed  in  nomination  Frederick  Bart- 
lett  and  he  was  elected,  and  reelected  in  1861.  For  first  select- 
man, there  were  four  candidates.  On  the  first  ballot,  John  M. 
R.  Emmons,  Republican,  had  thirteen  votes;  Joseph  Kidder, 
Republican,  thirty-three;  George  W.  Dow,  Democrat,  sixty- 
eight;  Levi  Bartlett,  Republican,  eighty-eight.  Mr.  Bartlett 
was  elected  on  the  second  ballot. 

In  1861,  Nathaniel  S.  Berry,  the  nominee  of  the  Republican 
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party,  was  elected  goveraor.  He  received  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  votes  in  Bristol,  as  compared  with  eighty-four  given  George 
Stark,  the  Democratic  candidate.  In  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  office,  Mr.  Berry  was  nnswerving  in  what  he  thought  was 
right.  Some  of  the  leaders  of  the  party  did  not  find  liini  to  their 
liking,  and  sought  to  prevent  his  renoniinatiou.  Thit;  effort  not 
succeeding,  they  secured  the  nomination  of  Paul  J.  Wheeler,  a 
war  Democrat,  hoping  thus  to  prevent  Mr.  Berry's  reelection.  Not 
a  vote  was  given  in  Bristol  for  this  third  party  candidate,  and  he 
received  a  light  vote  in  the  state.  Mr,  Berry  was  reelected  by 
the  people.  His  services  covered  two  of  the  most  important 
years  of  the  Civil  war,  and  his  administration  was  an  honor  to 
the  state.  The  people  of  Bristol  were  especially  interested  in 
his  success,  from  the  fact  that  lie  was  for  so  many  years  an 
esteemed  and  honored  citizen  of  the  town.  That  year,  the 
Democrats  nominated  George  W.  Dow,  Nicholas  T,  Chase,  and 
Nathan  B.  Buttrick  for  selectmen;  and  the  Republicans  put  in 
nomination  Levi  Bartlett,  John  Hastings,  and  Philip  S.  Drake. 
On  the  fourth  ballot,  Mr.  Bartlett  was  elected  first  member  of  the 
board,  and  John  Hastings  and  Philip  S.  Drake  were  elected 
second  and  third  members,  respectively.  After  this,  local  politics 
ran  smoothly  tor  a  few  years. 

In  the  cnniiiaigii  of  1869,  Alfred  A.  Cox,  of  linfielil,  and 
Cyrus  Taylor,  of  Bristol,  were  aspirants  for  the  Republican 
nomination  for  senator  from  this  district.  Mr.  Cox  received  the 
nomination,  and  Prof.  Edward  D.  Sanborn,  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, was  nominated  by  the  Democrats.  The  district  was  largely 
Republican,  but  on  account  of  objections  to  the  Republican  candi- 
date, and  the  manner  in  which  the  nomination  was  secured,  many 
Republicans  voted  for  Prof.  Sanborn,  and  he  was  elected.  After 
his  election,  it  was  discovered  that  he  could  not  fill  the  office  of 
senator  and  be  a  profes,sor  in  Dartmouth  college  at  the  same  time, 
therefore  lie  declined  to  qualify  as  senator.  Eleven  votes  had 
been  cast  for  Cyrus  Taylor,  thus  making  him  a  constitutional 
candidate,  and  he  was  elected  senator  by  the  joint  convention 
over  Mr.  Cox,  who  had  received  at  the  regular  election  2,361 
votes.  The  following  year,  Mr.  Taylor  was  reelected  by  the 
people. 

In  1870,  when  Cyrus  Taylor  was  nominated  by  the  Repub- 
licans for  senator,  the  Democrats  put  in  nomination  Lewis  W. 
Fling,  also  of  Bristol,  for  the  same  office.  Mr.  Taylor  was  an 
extensive  merchant,  Mr.  Fling  a  prominent  lawyer,  and  both 
were  widely  and  favorably  known.  There  was  naturally  much 
rivalry  among  the  friends  of  each  to  make  inroads  into  the  ranks 
of  the  other,  but  without  success,  as  each  drew  only  the  party 
vote  in  town.  In  1871,  a  new  man  was  nominated  for  senator 
by  the  Republican.^,  and  Mr.  Fling  was  renominated  by  the 
Democrats.     This  year,  Mr.  Fling  drew  nineteen  votes  from  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Hon.  Cyrus  Taylor 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


POLITICAL  HISTORY  339 

RepublicaiLs  of  Bristol,  and  so  close  was  the  district  that  these 
votes  elected  him  to  the  senate.  In  1872,  Mr.  Fling  was  renom- 
innlcd,  and  reelected  by  a  majority  of  tliirty-oue  in  the  district. 
Of  this  niajui'ity,  twenty-three  were  from  his  Republican  friends 
in  Bristol. 

In  1870,  the  Prohibition  party  put  in  nomination  for  gov- 
ernor the  Rev.  Lorenzo  D.  Barrows,  D.D.  Dr.  Barrows  was 
well  and  favorably  known  here,  and  drew  thirty  votes.  In  187J, 
the  labor  ticket  came  into  the  field,  but  did  not  receive  a  vote 
in  Bristol,  while  the  Prohibitionists  cast  twelve.  This  year 
occurred,  also,  the  memorable  Greeley  presidential  campaign, 
when  Horace  Greeley  was  nominated  by  the  Liberal  Republicans 
and  Democrats  for  President.  The  Republicans  of  Bristol  were 
not  attracted  by  this  device,  and  not  a  Republican  vote  was  cast 
in  town  for  the  Greeley  ticket. 

In  1 870,  there  was  a  wann  contest  over  the  election  of  select- 
men. The  I'mliibiliou  party  had  now  become  a  disturbing 
element  in  local  politics.  Reuben  B.  Locke  was  put  forward  by 
Ihi.s  party  ns  a  candidate  for  first  selectman,  and  received  twenty- 
nine  voles.  George  T.  Crawford,  Democrat,  received  one  hun- 
dred and  eleven  votes,  and  Daniel  S.  Mason,  Republican,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two.  On  the  fifth  ballot,  Mr.  Mason  was 
elected.  After  three  more  ballots,  Mr.  Crawford  was  elected  as 
second  member  of  the  board,  receiving  one  hundred  and  forty 
votes.  The  other  candidates  were  Milo  Fellows,  Prohibitionist, 
who  rcwivcd  nineteen  votes,  nnd  Kiclmnl  iS.  Daiiforlli,  Republi- 
can, who  received  one  tmndrcd  and  eighteen.  For  tlurd  place, 
Charles  N.  Drake,  Republican,  was  elected.  Until  this  year, 
Mr.  Locke  had  been  an  old  line  Democrat,  but  he  had  now 
identified  himself  with  the  Prohibitionists.  This  year,  the 
Democrats  nominated  him  for  representative,  hoping  the  Prohi- 
bitionists would  do  the  same,  but  they  nominated  him  for 
selectman,  as  seen  above.  For  selectman,  he  drew  only  the 
strength  of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  (or  representative  only 
the  .strength  of  the  Democratic  party.  Samuel  D.  Farrar  was 
nominated  for  representative  by  the  Prohibitionists  and  received 
forty  votes. 

In  1871,  Mr.  Locke  was  renominated  by  the  Democrats  for 
representative,  and  David  Mason  was  nominated  by  the  Republi- 
cans, and  was  elected.  William  A.  Berry,  Republican,  was  elected 
first  .selectman,  and  the  other  members  of  the  board  were  George 
T.  Crawford  nnd  Charles  N.  Drake.  In  1872,  the  Democrats 
made  an  effort  to  continue  the  program  of  the  last  two  years,  by 
electing  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  second  place,  They  made  no 
nomination  for  first  place  and  Mr.  Berry  received  all  but  seven 
of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  votes  cast.  For  the  second  place, 
the  Democrats  made  a  supreme  effort  to  reelect  Mr.  Crawford, 
and  the  Republicans  were  as  detennined  to  elect  their  candidate. 
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The  result  was  Mr.  Crawford  received  one  hundred  and  forty-seven 
votes,  and  Jeremiah  A.  Haynes,  Republican,  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty-seven ;  and  Mr,  Haynes  was  ekcted.  Mr.  Crawford  was  then 
put  in  the  race  for  the  third  place,  and  received  one  hundred 
and  fifty  votes ;  but  Robert  S.  Hastings,  Republican,  received  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  was  elected.  Mr.  Crawford  made 
a  capable  selectman,  and  nothing  but  a  partisan  spirit  prevented 
his  reelection. 

In  1871,  the  Republicans  put  in  nomination  the  Rev.  James 
Pike  for  governor.  Mr.  Pike  had  made  a  creditable  record  as 
representative  in  Washington  from  this  state,  and  served  honor- 
ably as  colonel  of  the  1 6tb  Regiment  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 
in  the  Civil  war ;  but  hts  nomination  was  not  acceptable  to  some 
of  the  leaders  of  the  party,  and  from  tack  of  zeal  on  their  part 
there  was  no  choice  by  the  people.  His  competitor,  James  A. 
Weston,  was  chosen  by  the  legislature. 

In  1873,  the  Liberal  party  of  the  state  nominated  Hon. 
Samuel  K.  Mason,  of  Bristol,  for  governor;  but  the  movement 
was  not  popular,  and  he  drew  only  seventeen  votes  here.  The 
Prohibition  candidate  received  twenty  votes ;  the  Democratic 
candidate,  one  hundred  and  eleven,  and  the  Republican  ticket,  oue 
hundred  and  eighty-seven.  Uzekiel  A.  Straw,  the  Republican  can- 
didate, was' elected  governor  this  year.  In  1874,  the  I,ilM.'rnl 
Republican  vote  disappeared,  being  absorbed  by  the  Democrats. 
The  Prohibition  party  in  town  cast  forty-nine  votes,  the  largest 
number  cast  in  any  town  or  ward  in  the  state.  Luther  Mc- 
Cutchins,  the  Republican  candidate,  drew  two  hundred  and  four 
votes ;  James  A.  Weston,  Democrat,  one  hundred  and  forty-two. 
Mr.  Weston  was  elected  governor.  In  April,  1874,  Rev.  George 
W.  Norris,  who  held  the  Prohibition  party  together  in  Bristol, 
and  who  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  state,  removed  from  town, 
and  the  party  dwindled  to  one-half  its  former  strength.  In  1B76, 
it  cast  but  three  votes.  In  1S77,  the  parties  voting  in  Bristol 
were  again  narrowed  to  the  Republican  party,  which  cast  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  votes,  and  the  Democratic  party  which  polled 
one  hundred  and  forty-four;  but  the  next  year  the  Greenback  party 
appeared,  and  four  broke  their  party  ties  to  vote  this  ticket. 
The  next  year,  only  two  voted  the  ticket,  and,  in  1879,  all  the 
votes  cast  were  for  the  Democratic  or  Republican  ticket,  though 
the  Greenback  and  Prohibition  parties  still  had  candidates  in 
the  field  for  governor. 

In  1872,  Bristol  was  entitled  for  the  first  time  to  send  two 
representatives,  David  Mason,  Republican,  was  elected  for  the 
first  member,  it  being  his  second  term,  and  David  Calley, 
Republican,  as  the  second  member,  it  being  his  first  tenn. 
In  1873,  David  Calley  was  nominated  for  first  place  and  was 
elected,  and  Edwin  S.  Poster  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans 
lor  second  place.    The  agitation  of  the  tcini>erancc  question  in 
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New  Ilaiiipsliire  by  the  I'roliibitioii  party,  had  created  a  seiisi- 
tiveness  on  the  subject  in  politics  never  before  known,  and  many 
of  the  Republicans  of  Bristol  declined  to  support  Mr.  Foster 
because  he  was  a  druggist.  Samuel  D.  Farrar  was  nominated 
for  representative  by  the  Prohibitionists  and  drew  a  part  of  the 
disaffected  Republican  vote.  Others,  who  would  not  vote  out- 
side the  Republican  party,  supported  Dauiel  S.  Mason.  The 
first  vote  for  second  representative  was:  Daniel  S.  Mason, 
twcuty-fivc;  Snnmcl  1).  Farrar,  forty-five;  Lorenzo  D,  Day, 
Democrat,  one  hundred  and  two;  Udwiii  S.  Foster,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six.  Mr.  Foster  lacked  twenty-four  of  a  major- 
ity. The  second  vote  failed  to  change  the  situation  materially 
and  a  vote  wa.s  secured  to  pass  the  article,  and  Bristol  had  but 
one  representative  that  year. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Foster  was  renominated.  The  same  conditions 
existed  as  the  year  before.  On  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  Mason 
received  forty-ouc  voles;  Dr.  J.  M.  Bishop,  the  Prohibition 
nominee,  sixty-lour  ;  Lorenzo  D.  Day,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  ;  Mr.  Foster,  one  hundred  and  forty-two,  and  therefore 
Mr.  Foster  lacked  forty-six  of  an  election.  Another  ballot  was 
taken  without  a  choice,  and  then  the  meeting  voted  not  to  elect, 
and  the  town  had  no  representative  that  year.  The  result  of  this 
contest  was  reflected  in  the  election  of  town  officers.  Charles 
H.  Day,  Democrat,  was  elected  town  clerk  on  the  third  ballot 
over  Richard  W.  Musgrove,  Republican.  For  first  selectman, 
l';i)cnczcr  K.  I'ray  was  elected  on  first  ballot,  and  Caleb  L, 
Clay,  Democrat,  was  elected  second  selectman  over  Setli  Cass, 
Republican.  Mr.  Cass  was  then  put  in  the  race  for  third  place, 
against  George  M.  Wooster,  Democrat,  and  Milo  Fellows,  Pro- 
hibitionist. The  first  ballot  was :  Cass,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  ;  Wooster,  one  hundred  and  fifty ;  Fellows,  forty-seven. 
Seven  ballots  were  takeu  with  but  little  change  in  the  situation, 
when  the  meeting  was  adjourned  till  the  next  day.  Then  the 
Democrats  substituted  the  name  of  James  H,  Brown  for  that  of 
Wooslcr,  and  after  two  more  ballots  Mr.  IJrowii  wa.s  elected. 
Mr.  Brown  was  a  Republican  and  had  served  on  the  board  the 
year  previous,  but  had  failed  of  a  renomiiiation.  Party  disci- 
pline was  very  apparent  in  the  fact  that  on  the  second  day  not  a 
vote  was  cast  for  Mr.  Wooster, 

In  1875,  new  candidates  were  selected  by  the  Republicans 
for  representatives,  with  the  result  that  David  Mason  and  Philip 
S.  Drake  were  elected.  The  Democratic  nominees  were  Oscar 
F.  Morse  and  George  W.  Sunnier.  In  1876,  Mr.  Drake  was 
nominated  for  first  member  and  Marshall  W.  White  for  second 
member  by  the  Republicans,  and  the  Democrats  renominated 
Mr.  Morse.  Mr.  White  declined  the  nomination  and  Mr.  Foster 
was  again  put  in  the  race.  The  result  was  that  Mr.  Drake  and 
Mr.  Foster  were  elected.  Mr.  Foster  was  reelected  in  1877,  and 
16 
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made  a  creditable  record.  Catvin  H.  Mudgett,  Republican,  was 
elected  the  second  member  from  Bristol  over  Lucius  W.  Ham- 
mond, nominated  by  the  Democrats. 

At  the  November  election  in  1876,  Marshall  W,  White  and 
William  A.  Beckford  were  elected  members  ol  the  state  consti- 
tutional convention  which  was  to  meet  at  Concord,  Dec,  6,  of 
thnt  year. 

In  1S78,  the  members  ol  the  House  from  Bristol  were  Mr. 
Mudgett  and  Marshall  W.  White. 

The  constitution  of  r878  made  tlie  state  elections  and 
sessions  of  the  legislature  biennial  instead  of  annual  as  before, 
and  so  reduced  the  membership  of  the  house  that  Bristol  was 
entitled  to  but  one  member.  The  first  election  under  this 
constitution  took  place  in  November,  1878,  Up  to  this  time,  it 
had  been  the  custom  to  send  representatives  two  terms.  Mar- 
shall W.  White  had  served  one  term  in  the  house  and  had  had 
a  seat  in  the  constitutional  convention,  and  was  now  renom- 
inated for  representative.  His  election  was  opposed  by  some  on 
the  ground  that  his  term  in  the  convention  should  count  as  one 
term  in  the  house,  and  that  the  policy  of  the  party  under  the 
biennial  elections  was  ordinarily  to  give  a  man  but  one  term 
in  the  house.  On  election  day,  those  opposed  to  Mr.  White's 
election  succeeded  tn  preventing  n  choice.  Alter  Inilloting  sin 
times  without  avail,  Mr.  White  withdrew  in  favor  of  Uenjauiin 
F.  Holden,  who  was  elected. 

In  1880,  Capt.  William  A.  Beckford  was  nominated  by  the 
Republicans  for  representative.  Some,  opposed  to  his  nomina- 
tion, brought  forward  Abner  Powler  as  an  opposition  candidate. 
The  result  on  the  first  ballot  was,  Abner  Fowler,  thirty-two; 
George  M.  Cavis,  Democrat,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine ;  Capt. 
Beckford,  one  hundred  and  sixty-four;  and  there  was  no  choice. 
On  the  third  ballot,  Capt.  Bccklord  was  elected. 

Appearances  then  indicated  a  calm  in  local  politics;  but  in 
the  fall  of  1882  there  came  a  storm  of  no  small  proportions. 
Albert  Blake,  Jr.,  Republican,  had  been  appointed  postmaster  in 
1875,  and  was  holding  that  office  in  May,  1882.  This  was  before 
the  days  of  civil  service  reform,  and  instead  of  its  being  a 
breach  of  the  rules  of  the  department  to  engage  in  active 
partisan  work,  the  more  active  the  postmaster  was  in  sucti  work 
the  firmer  was  the  grasp  with  which  he  held  the  office.  Mr. 
Btake  did  not  measure  up  to  the  standard  in  partisan  work,  and 
the  consequence  was,  Hon.  Ossian  Ray,  the  member  of  congress 
from  this  district,  requested  his  removal  and  the  appointment  of 
John  H.  Brown  in  his  place,  which  was  done.  Mr.  Blake  and 
his  friends  were  highly  indignant.  Mr.  Ray,  perhaps  seeing, 
when  too  late,  that  he  had  made  a  mistake,  and  hoping  that  the 
patrons  of  the  office  would  justify  him  in  his  action,  suggested 
an  expression  of  opinion  in  a  Republican  caucus.     The  caucus 
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■was  held  June  6,  iRRa,  hut  the  Irit'iuls  o(  Mr.  Itlnkc  relraiiied 
Iroin  voting,  and  of  the  eighty-six  votes  cast,  Mr.  Brown 
received  all  but  two,  Mr,  Brown  assumed  the  duties  of  the 
ofTice  aud  matters  drifted  till  the  thne  for  the  fall  election  that 
year  drew  near,  when  it  became  evident  that  Richard  W.  Mus- 
grove  would  be  the  nominee  of  the  Republicans  for  representa- 
tive. A  few  days  before  the  nominating  caucus,  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Blake  took  council  together  and  then  went  to  work  with  the 
cry.  "  Mr.  Blake  or  nobociy,"  Capt.  Musgrove  was  uoniinated, 
aud  the  contest  was  carried  into  town  meeting.  The  Dcmocrata 
put  in  nomination  Charles  H.  I'roctor,  who,  like  Capt.  Mus- 
grove, was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  The  first  ballot  stood: 
Albert  Blake,  seventy-three;  Charles  H.  Proctor,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five ;  Richard  W.  Musgrove,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  ;  and  there  was  no  choice.  Voting  continued  with  intense 
interest,  and  above  the  din  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  excited 
men  could  frctjncntly  l)c  heard  the  cry  of  Mr.  Blake,  "Hang! 
Hang!"  On  the  eighth  ballot,  the  declaration  was,  scattering, 
three;  Blake,  forty-nine;  Proctor,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  ;  Musgrove,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven.  Fifty-five 
less  had  voted  than  on  the  first  ballot.  At  this  point,  a  motion 
was  made  to  pass  the  article  without  further  action.  On  this 
the  yeas  aud  nays  were  demanded.  One  hundred  and  fifty 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-one  in  the 
negative.  The  motion  carried,  and  Bristol  was  unrepresented  in 
the  Icgi.slatnre  of  iRS.t.  During  the  next  two  years,  Mr.  Ray 
succeeded  in  rnidiug  a  place  for  Mr.  Blake  as  railway  mail 
clerk,  and,  civil  service  rules  coming  into  operation  soon  after, 
Mr.  Blake  is  still  occupying  a  good  position  under  the  govern- 
ment. At  the  election  in  the  fall  of  1884,  Capt.  Musgrove  was 
elected  representative. 

At  the  fall  election  in  1883,  Benjamin  F.  Perkins  of  Bristol 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  state  senate  from  District  No.  4. 

In  March,  r 886,  John  H,  Brown,  Republican,  was  elected 
chninn.in  of  Ihc  hoard  of  selectmen,  to  succeed  John  R.  Coinior, 
Republican;  aud  Homer  Roby,  Democrat,  succeeded  Fred  W, 
Bingham,  Republican.  Mr.  Bingham  had  served  one  term  and 
was  renominated  by  his  party  for  reelection,  and,  as  a  Democrat 
could  not  be  elected  except  by  the  aid  of  Republican  votes,  the 
friends  of  Mr,  Bingham  charged  hisdefeat  to  the  Republican  parly. 
Mr.  Connor  desired  to  represent  his  town  in  the  legislature,  and 
at  the  caucus  of  his  parly  in  the  fall  of  that  year  was  a  candidate 
for  this  ofTice.  Rev.  George  J,  Judkins  was  nominated,  but  the 
disaffcctc<l  friends  of  the  two  named  nl>ove  ran  Mr.  Coinior  as 
an  indcjwiidcnt  candidate.  The  HvHt  ballot  was  as  follows: 
George  J.  Judkins,  one  hundred  and  s ixty- three ;  Charles  H. 
proctor.  Democrat,  one  hundred  and  forty-three;  John  R,  Con- 
nor, forty-six;  Fred  H.  Briggs,  Prohibitionist,  seven;  scatter- 
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ing,  five.  Three  more  ballots  were  taken  without  a  choice, 
when  Mr.  Judkins  and  Mr.  Connor  both  withdrew  in  favor  of 
Dr.  George  H.  Galley,  who  was  elected. 

In  1887,  tlie  Democrats  refrained  from  voting  for  first  and 
second  selectmen,  and  (or  both  places  two  Republicans  were  in 
the  field;  (or  first  place,  Simeon  II,  CroR.s,  who  received 
ninely  votes,  and  John  H.  Brown,  who  received  one  hundred 
and  thirty,  and  was  elected  ;  for  the  second  place,  George  A. 
Kmerson  received  one  hundred  and  sixteen  votes,  and  Simeon 
H.  Cross,  one  hundred  and  nineteen.  Homer  Roby,  Democrat, 
was  elected  without  contest  lor  the  third  place.  A  similar  state 
of  affairs  existed  in  1888,  No  effort  was  made  to  elect  a  Demo- 
crat for  the  first  or  second  place ;  but  Messrs.  Cross  and  ICmer- 
son  were  again  contestants  (or  the  first  place  with  the  result  that 
the  latter  won.  Cbenezer  K.  Pray,  Republican,  was  elected  for 
second  place  without  contest,  while  for  the  third  place  there 
were  three  Democrats  in  the  field :  Homer  Roby,  Charles  P. 
George,  and  Charles  K.  Mason.     Mr.  Mason  was  elected.     In 

1889,  Mr.  Kmerson  was  conceded  first  place  without  contest, 
and  Charles  K.  Mason,  second  place.  For  the  third  place 
there  were  two  Republicans  and  one  Democrat  in  the  field, 
with  the  result  that  Clarence  A.  Smith,  Republican,  won.     In 

1890,  Mes-srs.  Cross  and  ICnicrsoii  were  a^ain  i>illetl  against 
each  other  for  the  olficc  of  first  selectman,  and  the  latter  won. 
Smith  D.  Fellows,  Republican,  and  Herbert  H.  FoUansbee, 
Democrat,  were  elected  second  and  third  selectmen,  respectively. 

In  the  presidential  election  in  November,  1896,  there  were 
seven  political  parties  in  the  field.  In  Bristol  the  McKinley  and 
Hobart  electors,  Republicans,  polled  two  hundred  and  ninety-six 
votes;  Byron  and  Sewell,  Silver  Democrats,  fi(ty-two;  Palmer 
and  Buckner,  Gold  Democrats,  forty ;  all  others,  including 
Populists  and  Prohibitionists,  ten.  At  this  election,  George  A. 
Ranisdell,  Republican  candidate  for  governor,  ran  fifty-one  votes 
behind  the  McKinley  vote,  while  Henry  O.  Kent,  Democrat,  on 
a  Bryan  platform,  ran  thirty-six  ahead  of  the  Bryan  electors. 
The  Gold  Democrats,  Populists,  and  Prohibitionists  in  Bristol 
cast  a  total  of  seventeen  votes  for  governor. 

At  the  fall  election  in  i8go,  Richard  W.  Musgrove  wa.s 
clccti.'<l  to  represent  the  fourth  senatorial  district  in  the  New 
Hami>shire  senate. 

At  the  ainiual  town  meeting  in  March,  1889,  the  sense  of 
the  voters  was  taken  on  the  nine  questions  submitted  by  the 
constitutional  convention  of  that  year.  The  following  is  the 
record : 

I,  Do  yon  approve  of  chanfiing  tlie  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  legis- 
lature from  June  to  January  ?    Yea,  185 ;  No,  38, 

3.  Do  you  approve  of  a  fined  salary  for  incuibers  of  ttie  legislature? 
Vea,  175  ;  No,  ag. 
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3.  T>o  you  approve  of  filling  vncniicius  in  tlie  seiinte  by  a  new 
vlt-ciiou  ?    Vi-s,  135 ;   No,  33, 

4.  Do  yoii  approve  of  having  the  apenker  of  the  house  act  aa 
governor  in  cimo  of  vncnPiciuR  in  tliu  olTicu!!  of  governor  and  prtsident  of 
tlicacunlu?    Vcs,  115;  No,  19. 

5.  Do  you  approve  of  insertiiig  in  the  constitution  an  article  prohib- 
iting the  manufacture  or  sate  of  intoxicating  liquors  ?    Yes,  66 ;   No.  155. 

6.  Do  you  approve  of  making  the  otll  of  rights,  uonsectarian  ? 
Yea,  106 ;  No,  63. 

7.  Do  yon  approve  of  representution  in  classed  towns  as  proposed  in 
amended  constitution?    Yes,  lit;  No,  31. 

At  tlic  election  in  November,  1900,  the  McKJiiley  presiden- 
tial electors  received  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  forty-six ; 
Chester  B.  Jordan,  Republican  candidate  (or  governor,  received 
a  majority  of  one  hnndred  and  tliirty-otie.  At  this  election 
Wilmer  C.  Cox,  Republican,  was  elected  representative.  Ira 
A.  Cliase,  Esq.,  of  Bristol,  was  the  Republican  nominee  to 
represent  the  fonrtli  di.strict  in  the  state  senate,  and  he  was 
elected.  George  H.  Kendall,  Republican,  of  Bristol,  was  elected 
register  of  deeds  for  the  fourth  term.  Mr.  Kendall  was  first 
elected  in  1894,  and  such  was  his  eSiciency  in  office  that  he  was 
renominated  three  times.  At  each  election  he  ran  largely 
ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  did  a  great  work  in  re-indexing  the 
records  of  the  register's  oflSce. 

Since  1869,  there  has  been  a  less  partisan  spirit  in  town 
affairs  than  previously.  In  scanning  the  list  of  selectmen  pre- 
vious (<i  that  d.ite  (here  arc  found  only  two  or  three  in.slnnces,  , 
for  many  years,  when  a  Ucmocrat  was  elected  to  that  office.  In 
18^0,  George  T.  Crawford  was  first  elected  and  served  two 
years;  Caleb  L.  Clay  served  in  1874;  Robert  A.  Horner,  three 
years  from  1878;  Homer  Roby  served  in  1886  and  1887;  Charles 
G.  Mason,  in  1888  and  1889 ;  Herbert  H.  FoUansbee,  in  1890, 
and  Charles  E.  Davis  served  four  years  commencing  with  1897. 

By  a  law  of  the  state,  the  so-called  Australian  system  of 
secret  voting  went  into  effect  at  the  fall  election  of  1892.  By 
vote  of  the  town  at  thai  time  the  same  .syslcm  was  adopted  for 
town  elections.  Since  then  there  have  been  no  unseemly  wran- 
gles or  excitement  when  voting,  and,  as  a  plurality  now  elects, 
no  lack  of  a  choice. 

REPRESENTATIVES 

For  the  election  of  representatives.  New  Chester  was  first 
cla5.scd  with  Plymouth,  Campton,  and  Runmey.  New  Chester 
first  took  part  in  a  state  election  when  members  were  chosen  to 
the  Fourth  Provincial  Congress,  which  met  at  Exeter,  May  17, 
'775-  This  congre.ss  changed  the  apportionment,  and  gave  one 
representative  to  New  Chester,  Plymouth,  Cockermoutli,  and 
Alexandria.  Under  this  apportionment,  elections  occurred  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  December,  and  congress  convened  for  its 
1 6a 
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first  session  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  same  month.  The 
first  election  in  this  district,  under  this  apportionment,  occurred 
at  the  court  house  in  Plymouth,  Dec.  12,  1775.  The  voters  of 
Alexandria,  in  view  of  the  long  distance  to  be  traveled,  scut 
delegates  to  this  meeting  to  vote  for  the  town,  and  their  indig- 
nation was  great  when  they  were  allowed  to  vote  only  as 
individuals.  Two  reinoiistrnuccs  were  scut  to  coui;ress,  one 
from  Plymouth  and  one  (rum  Alexandria,  ]trolcsliug  against 
this  unjust  treatment,  but  they  were  promptly  dismissed.  These 
remonstrances  were  as  follows : 

Plymouth  13I"  Dec  1775 
To  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire— 
May  it  pleaae  your  Honors — 

We  your  humbtc  petitioners,  beg  leave  to  lav  before  you  our  Reuion- 
strances  aguinst  the  proceediugs,  at  a  Meeting  of  a  Numlier  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  this  Town  together  with  a,  few  from  the  Towns  of  New-Chester, 
Cockermonth  and  Alexandria,  held  at  the  Court-House  in  Plimouth,  the 
Ijili  of  this  Instant  in  order  to  make  choice  of  a  Delegate  to  represent 
said  Towns  fn  Provincial  Congress. 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honors,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Alexandria,  by  reason  of  the  distance  of  Way  and  DJHiculty  of 
Traveling  at  tliia  time  of  the  Year,  convened,  and  chose  Men,  and  sent 
them  to  Plimonth  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  Town ;  but  they  were  snffered 
to  act,  in  no  other  Capacity  tlian  as  Individuals,  by  whicli  menus  they 
were  deprived  of  u  Share  in  thu  Choice  of  u  Kcpresvutolivc — Also  tliat  a 
party  Spirit  has  much  prevailed  In  this  Town  of  late  which  we  are  very 
sorry  for — And  we  think  sundry  People  have  been  influenced  thereby  — 
And  that  the  Gentleman  lately  elected,  was  chosen  by  a  party.  And  we 
think  Things  have  not  been  fairty  conducted. 

We  are  dlBsatisfied  with  the  above  proceedings,  therefore  beg  of  your 
Honois  to  condescend  so  far  as  to  grant  a  Warrant  for  another  Meeting 
or  permit  another  Choice  to  be  made,  in  sucli  a  Manner,  as  that  the 
whole  uiuy  hiwv  n  Voice  in  naid  lilccliou  — 

David  Webster  Stephen  Webster  Jnii' 

Silos  BrowH  pL-ler  Ifmcrsoii 

Sum!  Derbou  Wiiithrop  WuUb 

Edward  Evans  John  webber 

onesipbes  mash  Jonaa  Ward 

Jacob  mash  Amos  Pish 

Samuel  marsh  Paul  Wells 

Benjamin  Wells  Josiah  Brown 

Beniamin  Darbon  Joseph  Read 

Colony  of  New  IIiiuipHhire  to  the  llimounilik  Coiit^ress  lo  bu  heiild 
at  exeter  on  tlie  twenty  lirst  Day  of  December  Instant  at  three  of  the 
Clock  in  theafternoon  — Wee  Pray  That  the  Congress  Will  Consider  our 
Grevinces  in  not  Having  any  fear  Chance  in  Voting  for  a  Person  to 
Represent  us  in  general  Congress  after  the  Warant  Come  to  the  town 
the  town  met  and  thought  it  might  Answer  to  Send  two  of  their  Select- 
men to  act  for  the  town  For  this  Reson  Because  it  was  So  (are  for  the 
Whole  Town  to  attend  they  had  all  Near  thirty  Miles  to  gow  and  the 
Traviling  So  Bad  to  Whear  they  apointed  the  election  to  be  Held  and 
the  two  Selectmen  met  at  the  time  and  Place  And  the  Modretar  Refused 
to  Let  them  Certey  in  Vots  for  the  I^gal  Voters  of  S^  town  Without  evir 
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PiiHiiK  it  to  Vot  to  Se  Wliitliur  the  Rist  of  Hit  towiia  Wood  consent  of  it 
or  not  tind  tlier  Is  Nuuibcr  of  tim  Voters  of  the  other  towus  Is  Ver^ 
much  Dissetislied  With  His  Presediusa  and  tlie  SelectmeUB  of  Plvmoth 
aiid  we  the  Subscribers  Do  Bef;  that  the  Honourable  Confpress  WUI  Let 
HH  hnvt  New  choice  of  a  i>crsou  to  Represent  us  iij  Congress  or  wee  Shall 
think  that  wee  are  Verv  bsrdlr  Imposed  upon  By  the  Congress 
Alexandria  December  ye  asth  1775 

Nason  Cass  Jr.  Jonathan  Palmer  Bliphalet  Gale 

Autho^  Taylor  Jonathan  Palmer  Jun  Joslah  Emerson 

James  Tnylor  William  Palmer  Joseph  Basford  Jr. 

William  Morrow  llnnlel  McMiirphy  Johu  Moor  Corlesa 

Jouiilhan  Taylor  Johi)  McMiirpliy  WilHnm  Corliss 

Robert  Morrow  Asa  Hastings  William  Pol.ee 

Ehcneier  Farrar  Benjamin  Hoyt  George  Corliss 

William  Powell  David  Cross  Thomas  Hoit 

Jouathoa  Clark  Nathaniel  Lad  Joseph  Hoyt 

111  1792,  New  Chester  was  classed  with  Alexandria,  Cocker- 
iiioiith,  Aiulovcr,  niid  New  I^iidoii.  Under  the  constitution  of 
■  784,  elections  for  representatives  were  held  in  the  month  of 
Mnrcli,  and  tlie  legislature  assembled  on  the  first  Wednesday 
of  June,  following.  Mew  Chester  was  now  classed  with  Cocker- 
inouth  and  Alexandria.  When  Bridgewater  was  incorporated 
in  17SS,  its  territory  continued  to  be  classed  as  before,  and  when 
Hebron  was  incorporated  in  1792,  it  was  classed  for  one  year 
with  the  towns  named  above. 

The  legislature  of  1793  clas.sed  New  Chester,  Bridgewater, 
and  AiexiuidrJii  logclhcr.  This  cuiiliiniod  (or  three  years,  when 
Uatibury  was  added  to  this  district.  Two  elections  were  held 
under  this  arrangement,  when  the  two  following  petitions  were 
sent  to  the  legislature  praying  that  the  district  be  divided  : 

State  of  New  Hampshire.    Grafton  SS 
To  the  Honorable  the  General  Court  of  Said  State. 

Tlic  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bridgewater,  New 
Chester,  Alexandria  &  Dunbury,  Shenie/h,  that  whereas,  Said  Towns,  at 
I'rvHi-nt  contains  a  SuHicient  Nnm1)er  of  Inhabitants  to  Send  Two  Kepre- 
RCiitntlves  to  tlie  General  Court  of  our  Said  State. — Therefore  we  pray 
your  Honors  would  Divide  Said  District  for  said  purpose  and  class 
Bridgewater  &  Alexandria  together,  8c  New  Chester  &  Danbary,  and 
your  petitioners  as  iu  Duty  Bound  will  ever  pray 

Nov  r9th  1798 
TheophiluB  Sanborn  Selectman  of  New  Chester. 
Stephen  Gale  Selectman 

JoslninTolford  willinm  iiinrtin  Jonah  Tirel 

Moiu-fl  U'wIh  Mosta  Sleeper  I{lK:nr  Kelly 

Chrislojiher  Hiirlkl  Akxaiider  Crulg  Peter  Ingalls 

Itetijannit  Kidder  Nulhaii  Sleeper 

Peter  Udd  Ifliplioiet  Giile 

To  the  Honorable  the  General  Court  of  The  SUte  of  New  Hampshire ;  to 
be  convened  at  Concord  on  the  Third  Wednesday  of  November  A.  D., 
1798. 
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Yonr  PetiHoner  Humbly  Shew,  that  the  District  of  Mew  Chester, 
AlezandriB,  BridKewater,  and  Danbury  coDtains  about  Three  Hundred 
Legal  Votera,  ana  that  the  Diataace  from  the  upper  part  of  IlridgewHter 
to  Danbury  is  about  twenty  tnilea  which  makeiit  citr(.-i»i;ly  Incoiivt^iiieiit 
for  the  freetaeii  to  atteud  Election  Meetings,  they  Ihtretorc  rray  your 
Honors  to  Divide  the  said  District  into  two  Representative  Districts,  or 
grant  them  such  relief  as  yon  in  your  wisdom  ahall  think  fit ;  and  as  in 
Duty  bound  will  ever  Pray.  Signed  for  atid  in  behalf  of  the  town. 
Nov  13,  1798. 

Thomas  Crawford  \   Selectmen 
Daniel  Moise  \  of 

John  Harriman      J  Bridgewater 

The  result  of  these  petJtiotis  was  the  passage  of  a  resolution, 
Dec.  24,  1798,  classing  Bridgewater  with  Alexandria,  and  New 
Chester  with  Danbtiry.  This  arrangement  continned  till  1806, 
when  New  Chester  aiid  Bridgewater  were  each  entitletl  to  send 
one  member.  In  1805,  the  selectmen  ol  New  Chester  sent  to 
the  selectmen  of  Danbury  the  following  commtmication  which 
speaks  for  itself : 

New  Chester,  Hay  39,  1805. 
To  the  Selectmen  of  Danbury,  Greeting: 

Wu  the  uii<luiBit;iied  liavu  Rated  ami  CiMiiite<l  llic  Kiiliililu  I'ults  of 
New  Chester,  iiliil  fiiKl  thu  uiiiount  ti>  hi:  ltiEiii|{  of  miu  hundrcil  >uul  lifly. 
Ami  ill  ]iiiraiiiiliGU  of  Ihu  CoiiHliUlliiMi  iiuil  Iuwh  of  Ihu  Slule  of  Ni^w 
Ifuiiipahire,  and  for  the  further  CoiisiilunitiiHi  of  the  liihiibitiiiils  of  Diiii- 
bury  we  give  yon  this  inforntatiou  that  we  are  of  age  and  shall  Choose  a 
Representative  by  ourselves  the  next  election  that  ever  comes  the  Con- 
rideration  of  this  is  such  that  we  Consider  you  will  prepare  and  make 
prttvirion  accordingly 

John  Wadleigh  )      Selectmen 
W.  W  Sargent  \  oi 

Moses  Sleeper  J  New  Chester 

New  Chester  and  Bridgewater  each  sent  one  representative 
(roin  this  time  till  tlie  iucoqx>ration  of  Bristol.  Bristol  was  repre- 
sented in  the  General  Court  by  one  member  till  1872,  when  the 
number  of  her  ratable  polls  entitled  her  to  two.  This  continued 
till  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  1878,  which  reduced  the 
membership  of  the  house,  and  based  the  representation  on  the 
population.  The  election  of  representatives  now  occurred  "on 
the  Tuesday  next  following  the  firat  Monday  in  November, 
biennially,"  and  the  legislature  convened  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  January  following.  Since  1878,  therefore,  Bristol  has 
had  btit  one  representative. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  representatives  from  New 
Chester  and  Bridgewater,  and  the  towns  classed  with  them, 
till  1819,  and  of  Bristol  since  its  incorporation. 

From  New  Chester,  Plymouth,  Camptoii,  and  Rumney. 
(Elections  in  May) 
1775     Abel  Webster 
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From  New  Chester,  Plymouth,  Cockeniiouth,  and  Alexandria. 
(Electious  in  December) 

1775  Samuel  Emerson  1779    Joseph  Senter 

1776  Francis  Worcester  1780     Enoch  Noyes 

1777  Francis  Worcester  1781     Joseph  Seiiter 

1778  Francis  Worcester 

From  New  Chester,  Cockermouth,  Alexandria,   New  London, 

and  Andover. 
17H2     Carr  II  use 

From  New  Chester,  Alexandria,  and  Cockermouth. 
(Elections  in  March) 

1784  Carr  Huse  1786    Joshua  ToUord 

1785  None  1787     Thomas  Crawford 
From  New  Chester,  Bridgewater,  Cockermouth,  and  Alexandria. 

(Also  including  Hebron  in  1792.) 

1788  William  Powers  1791     Thomas  Crawford 

1789  Thomas  Crawlord  1792     Thomas  Crawford 

1790  Thomas  Crawford  1793     Thomas  Crawford 
From  New  Chester,  Bridgewater,  and  Alexandria. 

1794  Thomas  Crawlord  1796     Thomas  Crawford 

1795  Thomas  Crawford 

Frnni  New  Chester,  Ilridgewntcr,  Alexandria,  and  Danhury. 
1797     Peter  SI eei)cr  1798     Thomas  Crawford 

From  Bridgewater  and  Alexan- 
dria. 

Thomas  Crawford 

Thomas  Crawford 

Moses  Irfwis 

Moses  Lewis 

Moses  Lewis 

Moses  Lewis 

Moses  Lewis 


1803 
1804 
1805 


1806 
1807 


1809 
1810 


1S13 

1814 


Peter  Sleei)cr 
New  Chester  and  Dan- 
bury, 
Edward  Blodgett 
Edward  Blodgett 
Ebenezer  Kimball 
Ebenezer  Kimball 
Eljcnezer  Kimball 
El)enezer  Kimball 
Ebenezer  Kimball 
From  New  Chester. 
Ebenezer  Kimball 
William  W.  Sargent 
William  W.  Sargent 
William  W.  Sargent 
William  W.  Sargent 
Jonathan  Dickerson 
JonalliflU  Dickerson 
Sethus  B.  Forbes 
William  W.  Sargent 


From  Bridgewater 
Thomas  Crawford 
Moses  Lewis 
Moses  Lewis 
Mtwes  Lewis 
Moses  Lewis 
Simon  Harris 
Simon  Harris 
Ichabod  C.  Bartlett 
Ichabod  C.  Bartlett 
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From  New  Chester. 

1815  William  W.  Sargent 

1816  Sethus  B.  Forbes 

1817  William  W.  Sargeiit 

1818  William  W.  Sargent 


From  Bridge  water. 
Ichabod  C.  Bartlett 
Simon  Harris 
Icliabod  C.  Bartlett 
Simon  Harris 


1819    William  W.  Sargent  James  Minot 


i8ao 

James  Minot 

1821 

Moses  W.  Sleeper 

1823 

Walter  Sleeper 

1823 

Moses  H.  Bradley 

1824 

Moses  H.  Bradley 

1825 

Joseph  Flanders 

1826 

James  Minot 

■  827 

Joseph  iioOTH 

1828 

Nathaniel  S.  Berrv 

1829 

Walter  Sleeper 

1830 

Walter  Sleeper 

1831 

Joseph  Moore 

1S32 

Joseph  Moore 

■S33 

Nathaniel  S.  Berry 

1834 

Nathaniel  S.  Berry 

■835 

Samuel  T.  W.  Sleeper 

1836 

Samuel  T.  W.  Sleeper 

■837 

Nathaniel  S.  Berry 

1838 

Samuel  T.  W.  Sleeper 

■  839 

Samuel  C.  Brown 

1840 

Samuel  C.  Brown 

1841 

Robert  W.  Moore 

1842 

Koliert  W.  Moore 

1843 

I^evi  Bartlett 

1844 

Levi  Bartlett     ■ 

■845 

Samuel  H.  Stevens 

.846 

Samuel  H.  Stevens 

1847 

Amos  Brown 

1848 

Amos  Browu 

1849 

Nicholas  Dolloft 

1850 

Nicholas  Dolloff 

185. 

F.  Bartlett 

1852 

Gilman  IngnlU,  Jr. 

1853 

Alter  9  ballots,  none 

1854 

Warren  White 

1855 

Warren  White 

1856 

Calvin  Swett 

1857 

Calvin  Swett 

1858 

8  ballots,  none 

1859 

Joseph  v.  Rollins 

1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 

I87I 
1872 


1874 
1875 


1876 
1877 


Frederick  Bartlett 
Frederick  Bartlett 
Jeremiah  A.  Haynes 
Jeremiah  A.  Haynes 
Cyrus  Taylor 
Cyrns  Taylor 
Levi  Locke 
Levi  Locke 
Samuel  K.  Mason 
Samuel  K.  Mason 
Samuel  K.  Mason 
David  Mason 
David  Mason 
David  Calley 
David  Catlcy 
No  choice  on  second 
No  choice 
David  Mason 
Philip  S.  Drake 
Philip  S.  Drake 
Kdwin  S.  Foster 
Kdwin  S.  Foster 
Calvin  H.  Mndgctt 
Calvin  U.  Mndgell 
Marshall  W.  While 

Fall  Elections. 
Benjamin  F.  Holden 
William  A.  Beckfortl 
8  ballots,  no  choice 
Richard  W,  Musgrovc 
George  H.  Calley 
Marshall  Ballon 
John  H.  Brown 
Smith  D.  Fellows 
Charles  H.  Dickinson 
Ira  A.  Chase 
O.  B.  French 
Wilmer  C.  Cox 
David  M.  Calk-y 
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CHAPTER  XXI 

ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY— NEW  CHESTER 

Near  yobdcr  copse,  where  once  tlie  gardeii  auiled, 
And  atlU  where  many  a  garden-flower  grows  wild ; 
There,  where  a  few  torn  shruhi  the  place  disclose. 
The  village  preaclier's  modest  mansion  rose. 

— GoldsmiU, 

It  appears  iii  Chapter  IV  tliat  the  proprietors  of  New 
Chester  voted  in  April,  1771,  to  raise  for  preaching  fiftj'  cents 
till  each  rt);ht,  niid,  two  years  later,  one  dollar  lot  the  .same 
pttqiosc.  The  last  named  stini  was  nlterwanl  diverted  towards 
the  cxj>ense  of  securing  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  so  that 
fifty  cents  per  share  was  all  the  proprietors  of  New  Chester  ever 
expended  for  preaching  in  the  new  town.  At  this  meeting  it 
was  also  voted  that  there  should  be  a  meeting-house  erected 
equal  to  thirty-five  feet  square,  and  two  dollars  per  share  was 
voted  for  the  purpose.  It  was  then  "voted  that  those  that 
Labor  at  Building  the  aforesaid  Meeting  House  in  .I'd  New 
Chester  should  have  allowed  to  them  two  sJiilliugs  and  six  jxiucc 
per  day  (or  their  Labour."  One  year  later,  it  was  voted  that 
this  two  dollars  should  be  divided  and  "applied  towards  build-  , 
iiig  two  meeting-houses,  one  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town  and 
the  other  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town  on  the  parsonage  lots." 
There  is  no  evidence  to  show,  however,  that  a  dollar  was  ever 
expended  by  the  proprietors  of  New  Chester  in  an  effort  to  erect 
a  church,  and  if  the  settlers  were  as  anxious  for  the  privileges 
of  the  sanctuary  and  to  liave  a  settled  minister  among  them  as 
were  those  of  most  towns  at  that  time,  there  is  nothing  to  estab- 
lish the  fact.  There  was  no  organized  religious  society,  and  no 
church  was  constructed  within  the  limits  of  New  Chester  or 
Uridgewater  till  near  the  dawn  of  the  nineteenth  century.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  votersof  the  town  held  July  17,  1777,  it  was  voted 
to  raise  forty  dollars  for  preaching  that  year,  and  tliat  Lieut. 
Peter  Sleeper  should  hire  "Mr.  Jtidson  or  some  other  minister 
for  to  preach  in  New  Chester  the  present  year."  In  1780,  it 
was  voted  that  there  should  be  money  raised  for  preachitig, 
but  no  aiuouiit  was  named.  In  1793,  New  Chester  voted  to 
raise  nine  pounds,  against  which  Capt.  Theophilus  Sanborn 
entered  his  dissent. 

In  1796,  there  was  an  article  iu  the  New  Chester  town  war- 
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rant  to  "see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  Build  a  Meeting  House  in 
the  town  the  year  ensuing  where  the  town  shall  think  proper  in 
the  most  suitable  and  convenient  place."  Tbe  decision  was  in 
the  affirmative ;  and  a  building  was  partially  constrncted  at 
what  is  now  Hill  Center.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  lUoo,  it 
was  voted  "that  a  society  might  be  incorporated  to  complete  the 
meeting-house  where  it  now  stands."  No  society  was  incor- 
porated ;  but  tlie  nieeting-hoHse  was  evidently  coniplcled  soon 
after  by  private  enterprise.  The  town  at  once  commenced  to 
hold  its  meetings  there,  the  first  being  held  Aug.  35,  1800,  for 
the  purpose  of  voting  for  representative  to  congress.  Now  that 
the  people  had  a  place  for  public  worship,  they  became  more 
liberal  in  raising  money  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  and,  in 
1800  and  1801,  the  town  voted  each  year  to  raise  ;(ioo  for  that 
purpose.  This  tax,  however,  came  in  slowly.  That  portion  of 
the  town  lying  between  Newfound  and  Smith's  rivers,  not  wish- 
ing to  travel  to  Hill  Center  to  attend  divine  worship,  hired  a 
minister  to  preach  to  them  and  charged  the  expense  against 
their  minister's  tax,  which  was  allowed  by  vote  of  the  town 
in  1803. 

The  minister  tax  at  this  early  day  was,  evidently,  very 
distasteful,  and  no  attempt  was  again  made  to  raise  such  a  lax 
till  1807,  when  a  vote,  to  which  no  one  could  object,  wa.s  passed. 
It  was  to  "raise  20  cents  on  a  jxill  or  other  ratable  estate  in  lliat 
proportion  as  a  minister  tax  of  the  Congregational  or  Presbyte- 
rian order,  said  tax  not  to  be  made  by  the  selectmen  against 
any  one  person  who  shall  not  give  their  free  consent  to  the 
selectmen  when  they  give  in  their  invoice,"  The  result  was, 
however,  far  from  satisfactory.  Out  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  taxpayers  only  thirty-five  consented  to  l>c  taxed,  and  the 
total  amount  raised  by  this  vote  was  only  $64. 89.  In  District 
No.  3,  extending  from  the  top  of  New  Chester  mountain  to 
New/oiuid  river,  there  were  twenty-one  taxpayers,  only  one  of 
whohi  consented  to  be  taxed,  and  he  paid  a  minister  tax  of  only 
thirty  cents.  A  part  of  the  residents  of  this  district,  however, 
doubtless  helped  to  support  the  Methodist  society  that  had 
recently  been  established  in  what  is  now  Bristol  village.  This 
was  the  last  attempt  to  raise  money  by  taxation  for  the  support 
of  the  gospel  in  New  Chester.  This  town  was,  therefore,  in 
advance  of  public  sentiment  on  this  subject,  for  it  was  not  till 
1819  that  a  law  was  placed  on  the  statute  books  depriving  towns 
of  the  right  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  support  of  the  church. 

After  having  voted  repeatedly  not  to  sell  the  ministerial 
lots.  New  Chester  voted.  Mar.  11,  i8it,  to  sell  the  remainder  of 
her  public  lots,  and  this  was  evidently  done  that  year.  In  this 
connection  the  following  vote  was  pas.sed : 

That  the  interest  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  tht  lota,  given  for 
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llii' lirRl  Rctikil  iiiii)iHliT  niul  llir  iiiiiiislcri.il  lotn,  lie  npiwrtioiiuil  niiioii); 
the  Bcvc-ral  duioiiiiiiatioiui  kuowi)  iii  Inw  in  tin*  Stote,  ucconJiiiK  to  Poll 
and  Entatc  to  be  Inid  out  for  preaching;  and  as  many  of  theaevemldetioiii- 
iiiutioiifl  as  wish  to  have  tlic  money  prt^ched  at  the  lucelitiK  house  to 
liuve  it  there  atid  atl  those  who  wish  not  to  liave  it  preucltcd  out  at  the 
meeting  house  to  have  it  at  any  other  place  in  the  town  that  will 
best  acconituodate  tliein.     Each  denomluation  to  choose  their  own  ageat. 

In  addition  to  the  small  sums  raised  by  taxation  (or  preach- 
ing;, the  income  from  the  niinisterinl  and  parsonage  lots  was 
nscd  lor  this  piirjtosc.  Preachers  front  neighboring  towns  came 
here  occasionally  on  missions  of  love  to  the  people,  and  held 
services  in  different  parts  of  tlie  town,  in  dwellings,  in  barns,  in 
schoolhonses,  or  in  groves,  as  occasion  demanded.  The  little 
sclioolhotise  on  the  west  side  of  North  Main  street,  just  north  of 
the  hotel,  and  the  barn  connected  with  what  is  now  the  Green 
residence,  were  tlie  usual  places  of  holding  services  in  Bridge- 
water  villaRe.  Here  Rev.  Knoch  Whipple,  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  at  Alexandria,  used  to  preach,  as  did  also  Kev. 
Nathan  Ward,  of  Ply  month;  Rev.  Mr.  Hibbard,  of  New  Hampton; 
Samuel  Perley,  Thomas  Page,  and  Wni.  Rolfe,  of  Grotou,  and 
others.  People  used  also  to  ride  or  walk  to  Alexandria  and 
Danbury  to  attend  divine  worship,  and  Carr  Huse  and  Cutting 
Favor  rode  horseback  to  Plymouth  to  attend  church  there. 
When  we  take  into  account  the  (act  that  usually  there  was  no 
attempt  to  hold  any  services  during  the  long  winter  months, 
Ihc  meagre  religious  privileges  of  Uiese  early  .settlers  Income 
slitl  more  apparent. 

The  erection  o(  the  meeting- house  at  Hill  Center  gave  the 
people  of  that  vicinity  the  advantage  of  a  convenient  place 
of  worship ;  and,  froni  the  date  of  its  erection,  services  were  held 
there  with  more  or  less  frequency.  There  was,  however,  no 
organized  church  there  for  many  years.  The  Methodists  had  a 
class  there  as  early  as  1812,  connected  with  the  church  at 
Bridgewater  village,  and  this  was  evidently  the  first  religious 
organization  in  that  part  of  New  Chester  now  Hill,  Caleb 
Sargent  was  leader  ol  this  class  for  many  years. 

The  organization  of  the  Congregational  church  and  the  in- 
corporation of  the  First  Congregational  society  in  what  is  now 
Hill  village,  in  1S15,  seems  to  have  stimulated  a  few  to  effect  a 
church  organization  at  the  Center,  and,  in  December,  1816,  the 
"Center  Congregational  Society  in  New  Chester"  was  incor- 
porated, wilii  Waile  Stevens,  John  Sargent,  and  Mcshach  Cate 
as  incorporators.  There  is  no  evidence,  however,  to  show  that 
an  organization  was  ever  effected  under  this  charter.  June  30, 
1819,  the  owners  ol  the  nieeting-honse  were  incorporated  under 
the  name  of  the  "Proprietors  ol  the  Pirst  Meeting-House  in 
New  Chester."  The  incorporators  were  Thomas  Favor,  Wil- 
liam  W.  Sargent,  Setlius  W.   Forbes,  Waite  Stevens,  Daniel 
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Favor,  Samuel  Favor,  John  McCrillis,  Hoses  Wells,  and  Ebene- 
zer  Mason. 

In  1 83 1,  a  Calvinist  Baptist  church  was  organized  at  the 
Center  by  Rev.  Stephen  Coombs,  and  he  became  the  first  pas- 
tor. This  church  was  first  reported  in  the  denoniitiational  year- 
book in  1832,  and  as  having  a  membership  of  thirty-five. 
Samuel  Murray  and  Joseph  Johnson  were  deacons,  and  William 
Searte  and  Samuel  Callcy  were  among  the  earlieist  active  work- 
ers. In  1833,  Rev.  John  Peacock  was  pastor,  and  there  was  a 
Sunday-school'  with  nine  teachers  and  fifty  scholars,  and  a 
library  of  sixty  volumes.  In  iti37,  the  Sunday-school  was  re- 
ported as  having  ninety  members  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
volumes. 

In  1835,  under  the  labors  of  Rev.  Joshua  Clciueut,  there  was 
an  extensive  revival  of  religion,  and  the  membership  of  the 
church  was  increased  to  seventy-five  —  its  highest  point.  Mr. 
Clement  continued  to  labor  there  till  1839.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  stay,  a  division  arose  in  the  society  on  doctrinal 
questions,  and  became  so  bitter  that  the  church  was  wrecked  ; 
and  the  year  1839  marked  the  end  of  the  Catvinist  Baptist 
church  in  Hill  Center.  Two  years  later,  Rev.  Sleplicu  Coombs 
returned  for  a  brief  period  and  attempted,  without  success,  to 
resuscitate  the  church  he  had  organized  ten  years  l>ctnrc.  The 
church  was  carried  on  the  rolls  of  llie  denominational  year-book 
till  1846. 

The  First  Christian  church  of  Hill  Center  was  organized 
Aug-  3'>  'B39i  with  twenty-eight  members,  a  portion  being  for- 
mer members  of  the  Baptist  church.  The  organization  of  this 
church  was  largely  the  work  of  Re\'.  Benjamin  Calley.  Its  offi- 
cers were  :  Deacons,  James  Tucker  and  Samuel  Wells  ;  clerk, 
Samuel  M.  Currier;  helps,  Moses  Currier  and  Samuel  Gale. 
The  church  had  a  prosperous  career  for  a  time.  In  1842,  there 
was  a  revival,  and  the  next  year  tlie  membership  reached  fifty- 
one.  The  revival  was  closely  followed  by  the  Millerite  excite- 
ment, which  spread  like  wild-fire,  and  shook  the  church  almost 
from  its  foundation.  The  cry  was  "Get  out  of  Babylon  [the 
church]  or  you  will  be  lost."  For  eight  years,  there  were  no 
additions  to  the  membership.  Mar.  i,  1850,  Rev.  Moses  Polly 
took  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church,  and  1(300  was  raised  for  his 
support.  His  labors  were  successful,  the  church  was  revived, 
and  seventeen  were  added  to  its  numbers.  Then  another  eight 
years  passed  without  an  addition.  The  last  of  1857  or  first  of 
185S,  Rev.  Lewis  Phillips  became  the  pastor.  He  found  the 
membership  scattered,  and  the  church  in  such  a  low  state  that, 
at  a  council,  called  by  him,  it  was  decided  to  reorganize.  This 
was  done  Mar.  4,  1858,  under  tUe  name  of  the  "Hill  Center 
Christian  Church."  The  following  were  the  officers  and  mem- 
iKrs:     Deacons,  Samuel  Wells,  Klieu  W.  Mxson;  clerk,  Charles 
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M.  CiUey;  niciiil>ers,  Samuel  Wells,  Kbeii  W.  Mason,  Satiiiiel 
D.  Johnson,  Milton  Mason,  Stephen  S.  Hersey,  Samuel  Dear- 
born, Charles  M.  Cilley,  Sally  Wells,  Nancy  F.  Barllett,,  and 
Jane  M.  Mason.  There  was  a  great  revival  in  1858;  and  twen- 
ty-four were  added  to  the  church  the  following  year.  Rev. 
Charles  H.  Webber,  a  Free  Baptist  clergyman,  became  pastor 
in  i860;  and  he  was  succeeded,  in  1867,  by  Rev.  Joseph  H, 
Brown.  In  June,  1869,  Rev.  David  F. 'Smith  was  called  to^'the 
pastorate,  and  thirteen  were  added  to  the  membershij)  during 
the  (oUowiiiK  two  years.  Revs.  H.  II.  Sawyer,  H.  A,  Stratton, 
John  C.  Fifield,  and  I'roclor  Favor  have  served  as  pastors  here. 
In  December,  18S0,  Rev.  K.  H.  Wright  assumed  Uie  pastorate 
and  continue<l  till  March,  1898,  covering  a  term  of  seventeen 
years  and  three  months.  During  his  pastorate,  thirty-seven 
were  added  to  the  church.  Since  then,  the  pulpit  has  been 
supplied  by  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Kstes  and  Rev.  Kdward  Francis. 
The  present  deacons  are  Augustus  A.  I3artlett  and  Myron  ly. 
Hersey  ;  and  Charles  M.  Cilley  is  still  clerk. 

On  the  nineteenth  day  of  February,  1815,  Rev,  William 
RoUe,  of  Grotou,  and  Rev.  Leonard  Jewett  organized  a  Congre- 
gational church,  at  what  is  now  Hill  village,  of  two  members — 
Carr  Huse  and  Israel  Adams.  During  the  first  year  of  its  his- 
tory, thirteen  names  were  added;  and  in  October,  1817,  the 
membership  consisted  of  twenty-seven.  Carr  Huse  and  Israel 
Adnms  were  the  first  deacons.  The  orRauization  of  this  society 
was  opposed  by  the  town  on  the  groiiinl  thai  })nl)lic  worship 
Hint  was  sn.stainc<1  at  tiic  Center  was  all  that  the  town  could  sup- 
ixirt.  Al  the  auiitml  town  meeting  111  1816,  the  representative 
was  instructed  "to  use  his  best  endeavors  to  prevent  an  act  of 
incorporation  going  into  effect  for  a  Congregational  society  as 
petitioned  for  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Chester, 
New  Hampton,  Sanbomton,  and  Andover."  A  charter  was 
granted,  however,  to  Carr  Huse,  Edward  Shaw,  John  Smith, 
their  associates  and  successors  under  the  name  of  "The  First 
Congregational  Society  of  New  Chester."  They  were  author- 
ized to  raise  money  in  the  usual  way  for  the  purpose  of  "pur- 
chasing, building,  or  repairing  any  meeting-house  or  place  of 
public  worship  and  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  gos- 
pel." They  were  entitled  to  hold  property,  the  income  from 
which  should  not  exceed  $1,000  per  year;  and  to  receive  from 
the  town  "a  proiwrtion  of  the  money  arising  from  the  interests 
or  renls  of  llie  lands  sold  or  leased  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  sold 
or  leased  belonging  to  two  rights  of  laud  reserved  in  the  charter 
of  sai<l  town  for  the  first  settled  minister,  and  the  other  for  the 
benefit  of  the  minister  and  such  proportion  shall  be  as  the 
amount  of  tlie  inventory  of  the  polls  and  ratable  estate  of  the 
members  of  said  society  who  are  inhabitants  of  New  Chester  is 
to  the  total  amount  of  the  inventory  of  said  town  and  no  more," 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


25^  HISTORY  OF   BRISTOL 

A  society  was  organized  about  the  same  time  under  the  name  of 
"The  First  Congregational  Meeting-House  Society"  in  Hill 
village,  with  the  intention  of  sustaining  public  worship  forty- 
eight  weeks  of  the  year.  Men  could  be  obtained,  however,  (or 
only  thirty  weeks.  Rev,  I^uke  A.  Spofford  laborctl  twelve 
weeks;  Rev,  J.  P.  Fisher,  fourteen,  ami  Rev.  William  RoKc, 
four.  Mr.  Rolfe  lalwred  half  the  time  here  tlie  next  year,  nnd 
was  given  a  call  to  settle  as  pastor,  but  he  declined.  The  report 
this  year  was  that  the  work  in  New  Chester  was  "very  en- 
couraging." "With  great  exertion  they  have  raised  $145  a 
year  for  four  years  to  sustain  preaching  three-fourths  of  the 
time."  In  1818,  Mr.  Rolfe  supplied  this  church  three  months, 
and  Rev.  Drury  Fairbanks,  the  same  length  of  time.  In  iHiq, 
Rev.  Isaac  W.  Bnrnham  served  this  people  twciily-lwo  weeks; 
Drury  Fairbanks,  nine,  and  Josiah  Prentice,  three.  The  peo- 
ple paid  $150  towards  the  support  of  these  missionaries.  A 
house  of  worship  was  commenced,  and  was  completed  in  1821, 
and  dedicated  Jan.  i,  i8aa.  The  pews  were  sold  Feb,  5,  follow- 
ing. Previous  to  the  erection  of  this  church,  services  were  held 
in  the  barn  of  Major  Kimball,  a  part  of  which  was  finished  off 
(or  this  purpose.  The  preaching  of  the  gospel  here  was  largely 
sustained  by  appropriations  of  the  Missionary  society.  Among 
the  niiuiKlcrs  lalmriiig  here  wore  Stephen  M.  Whcclcr,  Iti'ou};!!- 
ton  White,  Daniel  Kcndrick,  and  llenjainin  Sargent.  Then 
came  Rev.  Isaac  Knight,  who  was  the  first  settled  pastor.  He 
was  installed  Jan.  6,  [S31,  and  was  dismissed  by  council  in 
1836.  In  1831,  Jedediah  Cole  and  Joseph  Prescott  were  elected 
deacons.  In  1833,  the  membership  of  the  church  was  eighty. 
During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Knight,  the  church  enjoy^  its 
highest  prosperity.  J.  W.  Woodward  was  a  supply  lor  a  time, 
and  May  2,  1838,  Rev.  HazacI  Lucas  was  installed  pastor  and 
served  till  Jan.  16,  i83<).  The  church  was  llicu  without  a  pas- 
tor till  Apr.  27,  1S43,  when  Rev.  John  Le  Bosquet  was  in- 
stalled. He  served  till  Apr.  24,  1849,  when  he  was  dismissed 
by  a  council,  "for  want  of  support."  For  ten  years,  the  church 
had  steadily  declined,  and  it  was  reported  as  "weak,  destitute, 
dispirited,"  and  the  society  as  "reduced  by  deaths  and  re- 
movals." Rev.  D.  Savage  labored  here  for  a  while  in  1853,  at 
which  time  there  were  "only  fifteen  resident  meml>cni  to  be  de- 
pended upon"  and  the  prospect  was  reported  as  "dark." 

With  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Savage,  in  1853,  the  church 
became  practically  extinct,  though  it  was  borne  on  the  rolls  of 
the  denominational  year-book  till  1880.  No  records  were  kept 
from  July  5,  1851,  till  Mar.  28,  1884.  Union  services  were  now 
held  in  Hill  village,  the  church  being  used  whenever  preaching 
could  be  obtained.  In  order  the  better  to  meet  the  changed 
conditions  "The  First  Congregational  Meeting- House  Society" 
was  reorganized.    At  a  meeting  held  Feb,  5,  1856,  it  was  voted 
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that  Ihe  society  slioiild  tticrcaftcr  I>c  known  as  the  "Cast  Meeting- 
House  Society,"  the  church  edifice  having  been  known  for 
many  years  as  tlie  East  meeting- house,  in  distinction  from  that 
at  the  Center.  New  by-laws  were  adopted.  Each  pewholder 
was  entitled  to  a  vote,  and,  there  being  fifty-two  pews,  each  pew 
was  entitled  to  be  represented  in  the  pulpit  one  Sunday  in  the 
year.  Thus  different  denominations  were  entitled  to  occupy  the 
pulpit  as  many  Sundays  as  its  adherents  owned  pews.  In  prac- 
tice, however,  the  majority  generally  decided  who  should  occupy 
the  pulpit.  From  1853  till  1870,  there  was  preaching  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  by  such  supplies  as  could  be  obtained  by  the 
Union  society. 

In  April,  1870,  Rev.  E.  H.  Wright  commenced  his  labors 
there.  There  being  no  active  churcli  organization  in  the  vil- 
lage, he  organized,  Aug.  14  of  that  year,  a  Christian  church 
with  thirty  members;  but  work  as  a  Union  society  was  con- 
tinued. In  OctoJKr,  1872,  sickness  in  his  family  compelled  Mr. 
Wright  to  resign,  and  he  removed  to  Manchester.  He  was  suc- 
ceedetl  by  Revs,  Frederick  H.  Uartlett,  Frank  E.  Davidson,  W. 
S.  Morrill,  H.  C.  Howard,  Alva  H.  Morrill,  D.  D..  and  per- 
haps others.  In  January,  1S77,  Mr.  Wright  resumed  pastoral 
care  of  the  Union  society  and  continued  till  April  i,  1S80,  being 
succeeded  by  Rev,  J.  C,  FifieldandRev.  A.  H.  Martin,  In  March, 
1882,  Mr,  Wright  again  assumed  the  pastorate,  and  continued 
till  succeeded,  Mar,  28,  1884,  by  Rev.  Samuel  F.  Lougee,  a  Cou- 
grcgationalist.  In  June,  following,  tlic  Congregational  clntrch 
was  reorganized  with  twenty-two  members.  William  Sumner  and 
Charles  W.  Cole  were  elected  deacons,  and  Mrs.  J.  Q.  A.  Prescott, 
clerk.  Mr.  Lougee  remained  here  three  years,  closing  his  labors 
March  27,  1887.  Rev.  W.  I.  Cole  labored  three  months,  and 
was  succeeded,  in  June,  by  Rev.  V.  W.  Blackman,  also  a  Con- 
gregational ist.  The  New  Hampshire  Home  Missionary  society 
contributed  towards  the  support  of  both  Mr.  Lougee  and  Mr. 
Blackman.  On  the  evening  of  Sunday,  Sept.  11,  1887,  the 
church  was  destroyed  by  fire. '  Alter  tliLs  event,  services  were 
held  in  Academy  hall.  Mr.  Blackman  closed  his  labors  in  April, 
1888,  and  wa-s  succeeded.  May  i ,  1888,  by  Rev.  Clias.  W.  Scott, 
who  served  till  Apr.  27,   1890. 

The  destruction  of  the  church  edifice  seems  to  have  stimu- 
lated both  Congregationalists  and  the  Cliristians  to  erect  bouses 
of  worship  of  their  own. 

Oct.  22,  1887,  the  Christian  church  was  reorganized,  and, 
the  same  date,  A.  B.  Johnson,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and 
lA'onard  Hathoii,  of  Hill,  each  offered  $1,000  towards  the  erec- 
tion of  a  Christian  church ;  and  Frank  R.  Woodward  offered 

'TI1U  WAS  evidently  tlie  work  of  aii  Incendiary.  At  the  aame  time,  an 
effort  wns  lunde  to  burn  the  aciidem^  hall,  thus  leaving  the  village  with- 
out a  place  in  which  to  hold  a  public  gatlierlng. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


358  HISTOKY   OV   BKtSTOI. 

to  give  a  lot  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street,  and  to  pat 
in  the  foundation.  It  was  decided  to  erect  a  church  and  the 
contract  was  let  to  Mr.  Woodward.  The  church  was  completed 
in  the  fall  of  188S  and  dedicated  Dec.  21.  The  church  is  a 
gothic  structure,  thirty-eight  by  eighty-five  feet,  audience  room 
thirty-eight  by  sixty-five  feet,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  two 
hundred.  Connected  with  the  audience  nwui  in  front  is  a  jKir- 
lor  twenty  by  twenty-seven  feet,  which  has  a  seating  capacity  of 
one  hundred.  In  the  basement  is  a  commodious  vestry,  The 
total  cost  was  $5,000. 

Rev.  H.  H.  Wright  served  as  pastor  of  the  Christian  church 
from  the  dedication  of  the  church  edifice  till  Sept.  13,  1902, 
when  he  tendered  his  resignation  which  was  accepted,  after  a 
total  pastorate  of  the  Union  and  Christian  churches  of  tlie  vil- 
lage of  twenty-one  years  and  six  months.  After  May,  1900, 
Mr.  Wright,  though  pastor,  did  but  little  work,  and  the  pulpit 
was  supplied  for  two  years  by  Rev.  Kdward  Francis.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  James  McKenzie,  and  the  cliurch,  following 
the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Wright's  resignation,  invited  the  Mer- 
rimack Christian  conference  to  ordain  Mr.  McKenzie,  and  ex- 
tended to  him  an  invitation  to  l>ecome  the  pastor,  immediately 
upon  his  ordination. 

The  Cougregfltiounlists  erected  a  church  on  the  cast  side  of 
Main  street,  in  1S88,  which  was  dedicated  Jan.  17,  1889.  This 
church  is  fifty-seven  by  forty-four  feet  extreme  measurements. 
The  audience  room  is  forty-one  by  forty-four  feet,  with  a  seating 
capacity  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five ;  all  seats  free.  In 
the  basement  is  a  hall  forty-one  by  lorty-four  feet,  built  by  the 
gratuitous  evening  work  of  the  young  men  of  the  town.  The 
entire  cost  of  the  church  was  something  over  $5,000,  and  it  was 
dedicated  free  from  debt.  The  society  has,  at  present,  (nnds 
amounting  to  about  $4,000.  Of  this  amount.  Dr.  Gihnan  Kim- 
ball bequeathed  $2,000,  and  Ephraim  L.  Rowell,  $1,200.  This 
fund  yields  about  $150  yearly,  and  the  New  Hampshire  Home 
Missionary  society  contributes  $200  yearly  towards  the  support 
of  preaching  here.  Those  who  have  served  as  pastors  of  this 
church  since  the  reorganization  have  been  Revs.  S.  F.  I/OUgee, 
V.  W.  Blackman,  Chas.  W.  Scott,  Frederick  W.  Manning, 
Gardner  S.  Butler,  Chas.  W.  Scott  second  term,  Charles  O. 
Parker,  C.  R.  Newcomb,  Holland  B.  Frye,  J.  A.  McKnight, 
and  now  Rev.  Christian  Groeziiiger.  George  A.  Sumner  and 
Harrison  Adams  were  elected  deacons  in  July,  1890.  Since  the 
decease  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  deacons  have  been  Mr.  Sumner, 
George  H.  Adams,  and  Charles  F.  Adams. 

In  the  spring  of  1842,  while  the  Congregational  pulpit  was 
without  a  pastor,  the  Methodist  conference  sent  Rev.  J.  Boyden 
to  Hill  village  as  Junior  preacher  under  Rev.  J.  C.  Cromack, 
pastor  of  the  M.  Ji.  cluirch  at  Bristol,     l^or  three  years  from  the 
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spriiif;  of  1846,  Rev.  John  GoitUl  lia<I  charge  of  the  work  111  Hill  in 
connection  with  the  Methodist  church  in  Alexandria,  probably 
residing  in  Alexandria.  In  1849,  Rev.  Reuben  Dearborn  was 
resident  pastor.  He  was  succeeded,  iu  1850  and  1851,  by  Rev. 
Orlando  H.  Jasper.  The  Methodists  worshipped  in  Abram  Fow- 
ler's bam  a  portion  of  these  years.  At  the  conclusion  of  these 
pastorates,  the  class  or  classes  at  Hill  again  became  a  part  of  the 
Metho<list  church  in  liristol. 

In  that  part  of  Hill  known  as  the  Borough,  the  Freewill 
Baptists  held  regular  meetings  in  the  schoolkouse  or  in  Dea- 
con Eben  Avery's  barn  as  early  as  1839.  In  1834,  they  were 
reported  iu  the  denominational  year-book  as  an  organized  so- 
ciety with  a  membership  of  twenty-one.  This  church  was 
organized  by  Elder  David  Fisk,  and  he  alternated  with  his  son. 
Elder  Ebenezer  Fisk,  in  holdhig  meetings  here.  Rev.  Walter 
Sleeper,  a  Methodi.'it  local  preacher,  Irequently  supplied,  and 
IClder  Benj.  M.  McMuqihy  was  ordained,  that  he  might  be 
able  lo  preach  and  administer  the  sacraments.  The  name  of 
Rev.  I.incohi  I,ewis  also  appears  as  a  supply  in  1839.  The 
meetings  were  largely  attended,  and,  in  1843  and  1844,  forty- 
three  members  were  reported.  The  society  ceased  to  exist 
about  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Free  Baptist  church 
in  Bristol  village,  and  was  last  reported  in  1849. 

In  1842,  there  was  a  revival  of  religion  on  Dickerson  hill 
under  the  labors  of  Elder  Amos  Brown,  a  Free  Baptist  clei^cy- 
man  residing  in  Alexandria.  The  meetings  were  held  iu  the 
district  schoolliousc.  In  1843,  he  organized  a  church  with 
twenty-one  meml>crs.  The  largest  number  reported  was  in 
1848,  when  there  were  thirty-eight  members.  The  church  had 
but  a  feeble  existence  and  evidently  ceased  to  exist  about  1866, 
though  it  was  reported  in  the  denominational  year-book  as  late 
as  1875.     The  membership  in  1875  was  reported  as  eighteen. 
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KCCLESIASTICAL  — BRIDGEWATER 

There  is  a  Power  whose  care 
Teaches  thy  way. 

—Bryant. 

Ill  Septeinl>er,  1793,  Rev.  Thomas  Page,  pastor  of  llie 
Congregational  church  at  Orotoii,  organized  a  branch  of  h'm 
church  on  Bridgewater  bill.  This  was  the  first  religious  organ- 
ization within  the  limits  of  the  old  town  of  New  Chester.  Mr. 
Page  held  meetings  occasionally  in  the  barn  of  Benjamin  Board-, 
man,  and  meetings  were  also  held  by  Rev.  Nathan  Ward,  of 
Plymouth,  by  "Father  Chaplain,"  and  others.  Dea.  Joshua 
Fletcher  supplied  this  people  a  part  of  the  time  from  1793  till 
1798,  when  he  removed  from  Plymouth  to  Bridgewater,  and 
t>ecnnic  the  stated  supply  wlieiicvcr  there  was  no  ordained 
minister  to  officiate.  This  continued  till  1818.  He  was  hired 
and  designated  as  a  "  public  speaker," 

In  1798,  for  the  first  time,  an  article  was  inserted  in  the 
warrant  for  the  annual  town  meeting  in  Bridgewater,  to  see  how 
much  money  the  town  would  vote  to  raise  to  hire  preaching 
that  year,  and  the  vote  was  not  to  raise  any.  The  next  year, 
however,  it  was  voted  to  raLse  fifty  dollars,  "iuchidiug  the 
interest  on  the  niiuister's  lot."  From  this  it  would  seem  that 
the  town  had  sold  at  least  one  of  the  two  minister's  lots  within 
its  limits  and  deposited  the  proceeds  into  the  treasury,  using  the 
interest  for  preaching.  It  was  also  voted  that  one-haU  of  the 
fifty  dollars  be  laid  out  at  Moses  Pillsbnry's,  on  the  hill,  and 
the  other  half  at  Josiah  Fellows's  (where  H.  N.  Emmons  now 
resides)  and  that  tlie  selectmen  procure  the  minister. 

It  was  "voted  Oct.  11,  1799,  to  build  a  mcetiug-house  iu 
KzekiclWortlicn's  south  field  as  a  center  place  for  the  town."  At 
an  adjourned  meeting  October  15,  the  vote  was  reconsidered,  and 
it  was  voted  to  have  "but  one  center  to  build  a  meeting  house." 
A  committee,  consisting  of  William  Pingree,  Josiah  Fellows, 
Isaac  Senter,  Peter  Sanborn,  and  Hzekiel  Worthen,  was  elected 
"  to  fix  on  the  spot  where  the  meeting  house  should  be."  This 
committee  was  to  report  at  the  annual  meeting  in  1800;  but, 
instead  of  hearing  this  report,  the  meeting  dismissed  the  com- 
mittee, and  no  further  effort  was  made  by  the  town  to  erect  a 
house  of  worshii>. 
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As  early  as  1800,  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  the 
Free  Baptist  persuasion  in  town,  mostly  on  the  hill.  They  were 
sufficiently  numerous  and  united  that  they  sent  a  delegation  to  the 
Yearly  Meeting  of  the  denomination  at  New  Durham  that  year, 
and  were  assessed  $4  as  part  of  $ioo  levied  on  the  churches  of  the 
denomination  that  year.  In  1 804,  they  were  an  organized  church. 
Eight  years  later,  the  delegates  from  this  church  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Sandwich  Quarterly  Meeting.  How  long 
this  organization  existed  is  not  known,  but  it  had  ceased  to  exist  iu 
1818.  On  the  eighth  of  August,  1819,  "  Elder  Cheney"  organ- 
ized anotlicrchurcliwliicli  designated  itself  the  "Second  Freewill 
Dnplist  Church  in  Uridge water."  As  the  successor  of  the  First 
church,  it  became  known  only  as  the  First  church.  This  new 
church,  at  its  organization,  consisted  of  but  four  uicmbers.  One 
of  these  withdrew  soon  after,  and  there  were  no  additions  till 
Sept.  JO,  1820,  when  nine  were  baptized  by  Elder  Perkins,  and 
umlcd  with  llic  church. 

The  fourth  of  November,  1802,  the  "  First  Religious  Society 
of  Bridgewatcr"  was  organized.  This  society  was  a  Congrega- 
tional organization,  but  was  composed  of  men  of  all  denomina- 
tions. Its  object  was  the  building  and  control  of  a  house  of 
worship.  The  following  is  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  first 
meeting : 

At  the  above  meeting  and  at  the  several  adjouruiuents  a  number  of 
iiu'ii  linlh  nf  tho  diiirch  nml  concruKiilioii  Mt^iicil  the  coiinliliitinii  iiitd 
thi:iT  I'k-ilKixl  ttidr  honor  tu  Sot>ort  it  and  Denoiuiiialed  theui  selves  the 
lirat  Uelt);ioiis  Society  in  Bridgewater. 

•     Now  the  CoHstitutiou  and  tlielr  ttanies  will  follow 

Introdnction  to  tlie  Constitution 

The  gospel  io  its  genewlne  opperation  iiaa  a  Faborbele  eKect  upon 
Govertueat  regelatiag  the  tnorals  of  the  People  —  and  It  has  an  encourag- 
itie  inlluence  to  promote  Educatiou  induatery  —  AgricultureR  aud  inter- 
princ  Indeed  it  tenden  to  lulvancc  uvcry  sociul  hlessiing  wliich  Cnii  be 
enjoyed  l>y  iiiitiikind  bctaiilm  it  reveatn  the  only  Sure  loiindrLtlixi  of  Inter 
lta|il>nesH  (or  prL-Hiis  iind  immortel  Bonis  So  tliut  It  ia  the  Uuely  of  all 
men  and  ought  to  be  esteemed  the  preveledge  of  all  who  can  be  favourei) 
with  aneyofOie  blessings  proniated  by  the  gospel  to  doe  their  preportlon 
accordiug  to  tlieir  Several  abiliteys  toward  the  auppott  thereof. 

Constitution.     1803 

Therefore  we  acknoledge  our  oliligatiou  to  luporte  the  worship  of 
God  together  with  his  people  to  be  ol  a  uioral  and  deviue  iioter  and  we 
hereby  pioniis  to  goveru  ourselves  and  be  goverud  in  all  matteis  of 
prRCt»»  in  tliis  society  as  every  articcle  in  this  Constitution  may  require 
untill  we  may  be  regunrly  discharged. 

Article  1.  A  majority  of  two  thirds  of  our  Society  Shall  govern  in  all 
niatera  relative  to  the  Support  of  Such  Caudates  and  minesteis  as  the 
Church  in  Bridgewater  aud  society  may  sea  cause  to  ituploy  and  settell 
Itoui  time  to  time  and  further  that  this  society  shall  settell  every  matter 

17a 
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of  DIsaaHa faction  respecting  onr  Individual  proportion  by  a  dcljbrate 
atention  and  regular  vote 

Art.  3.  We  will  annualy  meet  In  the  month  of  March  at  which 
times  we  vHll  a  moderator  to  Kovcm  allBO  a  Clerk  and  two  or  ntore  mi-ti 
who  with  the  Clerk  shall  tic  our  Staiiilinc  Comiiiitcy  for  the  whole  your 
and  uiitiU  others  shall  be  chosen  in  tliL^r  room  we  will  uIIho  cIuihc  ii 
Colector  whose  Duty  It  shull  be  shne  or  liiforiii  liach  uiciiilivr  Ihtir 
proportion  soon  nftcr  hu  rcccvcs  the  list  anil  ludavour  to  iiiakv  ii  full 
settleinuiit  with  the  Clerk  or  Trcusiire  by  the  next  iiiiiiawcll  inL-etliig  so 
that  their  may  be  a  recept  in  full  had  from  the  Candedate  or  paster  and 
if  this  ia  not  Done  he  Shall  State  the  matters  before  the  society. 

Art.  3,  Our  Clerk  Shall  warn  the  annawell  meeting  and  such  other 
meetings  as  he  shall  jniiKe  iieedcfuU  and  allso  at  the  request  of  one 
fourth  part  of  Said  Society  —  and  at  all  our  luectiugs  he  shall  lend  in  the 
Choice  of  a  moderator  Ever  keep  a  Careful!  record  of  the  Doings  of 
the  Society  of  the  of  himself  with  the  Commiteys  and  record  all  the 
Eqnaliteys  Bpccifing  wheu  they  were  voted  &c  —  likewise  rend  or  cause 
to  be  read  this  Constitution  to  the  society  each  annuel  meeting. 

Art.  4.  The  Commity  Shall  soon  after  our  annuel  meeting  being 
Instructed  by  Society  meet  to  Consult  and  agree  with  Such  Candedate  or 
minster  as  the  Chnrch  and  Society  wish  to  itnploy  om  a  Candedate  or  a 
Steadey  pasture  and  shall  endavour  to  unite  with  him  and  each  other 
upon  the  Sum  they  Shall  think  most  rcasonabel  for  them  to  pay  as  a 
Compensatiou  for  his  expences  and  laliours  in  our  Barrices  during  the 
term  agreed  for  while  he  is  to  Support  the  liberal  Carrncter  we  doe  or 
may  wish  our  I'aster  to  Sustain  our  Conimitcy  is  to  make  up  their  Judge- 
ment by  tacking  all  matters  of  Conaiderabell  Consec|Uence  rclitive  to  the 
past  and  present  property  of  the  I'liHtcr  iiIIno  his  past  ulid  present 
Circuuistiinces  tot;ether  willi  the  piuit  nnil  prcseiil  CireuuisliiiK-iv  of  (he 
Society  uuder  their  deliberate  Co iiside rations  induvouring  that  one  may 
not  be  eased  and  another  burdened  but  their  may  be  auch  an  Equalltey  as 
the  trew  sperit  of  the  gospel  requires  and  at  a  meeting  warned  for  the 
purpose  between  the  annawell  meetings  and  the  next  our  Commitey  from 
year  to  year  shall  make  their  report  and  if  Desired  they  shall  shew  the 
Society  the  grounds  of  their  Judgement  and  we  will  raise  a  sum  aiinawelly 
having  a  due  regard  to  tlie  Judgement  of  the  Coiuniittey  or  to  the  reasons 
which  they  may  lay  before  us  iind  the  Comniitte  Sliull  apportion  tlie 
Same  Sum  to  the  Society  accordingly  to  our  Several  Polls  and  l^tiites 
Except  in  Singler  Cases  Varing  as  they  may  think  most  reasonable  and 
every  year  by  the  first  day  of  June  they  Shall  Commit  the  list  to  the 
Coleetor  witli  ritten  Instructions 

Art.  5.  In  Case  it  should  so  happen  that  aney  member  of  this  Society 
Should  Become  dissatesfied  witli  their  membership  in  this  society  it  will 
be  their  duty  to  appear  in  Sum  full  meting  of  the  society  and  state  their 
Complaint  who  are  entitled  to  a  fair  hearing  and  if  their  reasons  are 
Satisfactory  may  be  honorabely  dismist  but  if  they  break  away  without 
giving  the  society  satisfactory  reasons  they  are  to  be  Considered  unfaitli- 
full  unholsom  Persons  in  whom  Confidence  Cannot  be  put. 

Art,  6.  This  Constitntioii  is  not  designed  to  regard  aney  one  Denom- 
ination in  preference  to  another  neither  Sectery  or  I'urawasion  Minester 
Paster  or  teacher  But  such  as  the  Chnrch  or  the  Church  &  Society  may 
fellorship  and  wish  to  imploy  the  periveleges  hearin  granted  are  that 
each  Denomination  Shall  Injoy  as  equell  priviledges  as  our  Several 
Sentements  will  admit  of — -and  this  Constitution  is  designed  to  be 
Furpetual  but  ought  to  be  revised  whenever  two  thirds  of  our  members 
think  it  is  expedient  —  And  furdeniore  we  take  this  method  to  express 
our  Vews  of  duty  and  that  we  may  set  our  selves  in  Onler  to  uphold  the 
worship  of  god  together  with  his  People  in  the  world  and  that  we  may 
BO  Conduct  OS  that  we  nniy  have  Soin  ratinal  hope  of  the  lUernul  liujoy- 
nieut  of  god  tlirongh  Jesus  Christ  our  I^rd. 
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tiow  follows  tUu  uaiiius  of  llic  SubBcrlbura  to  the  above  Coustltutlou 


Denjniuiti  Itonrdnuiu 
Kliua  Bonrtliuuu 
Jolm  I'd  lows 
Isaac  Scuter 
Daniel  Morse 
Moses  Pilsbuiy 
Caleb  Pilsbury 
Charles  Mitchell 
I'eter  Starns 
Dnliiel  Oittway 
llL-tiJiiiuiii  Smith 


Samuel  Kiii^ 
Daniel  Martin 
James  Varuam 
Joseph  Morse 
Ben]amin  Bowe  Jr 
David  ThuiBton 
Daniel  Sleeper 
John  Kidder  Jnn 
Janies  Sargent 
John  Pilsbury 


Caleb  Pilsbury  Jui 
Nalhau  Pilsbnry 
Philip  N.  Kobey 
Joshua  Fletcher 
William  Mills 
Jolm  Morse 
nnoch  Melven 
Robert  Mitchell 
Joseph  Fletcher 
Itellj.  Rowe 


This  society  decided,  Sept.  26,  1803,  to  build  a  meeting- 
lioiise.  Williain  Piugree,  Maj.  Beiij.  Boardiiiaii,  Daniel  Sleeper, 
and  Caleb  Pillsbury  were  made  a  committee  to  select  a  btiiiding 
site.  This  meeting  was  adjourned  twelve  days,  and,  on  reassem- 
bling, it  was  decided  to  build  a  house  forty-nine  by  thirty- eight 
leet  and  "set  it  at  the  north  end  of  Knoch  Malvern's  house," 
agreeable  to  a  plan  presented  by  Janies  Sargent.  All  pews 
were  to  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  ;  one-third  of  the  purchase 
money  to  be  paid  Nov.  i,  1803  ;  one-third,  Nov.  i,  1805,  and  the 
balance,  Nov.  i,  1806,  or  on  completion  of  the  house. 

The  sale  of  the  pews  took  place  Nov.  7,  1803.  The  (oUow- 
ing  is  a  list  of  the  purchasers,  the  number  of  the  pews,  and  the 
amount  paid  for  each : 


No. 


No. 


Daniel  Sle(.i>t;r 

1 

40 

Cnpt.  Caleb  Pilsbnry 

'3 

44 

John  Pilsbnry 

46 

James  SnrKent 

34 

65 

JCliaa  HoanlnwH 

3 

4< 

Peter  Starns 

'5 

61 

Kiisign  Robert  MitcheU 

4 

38 

Isaac  Senter 

36 

45 

Elias  Board  man 

s 

40 

Thomas  Crawford,  Esq 

% 

40 

Simon  Harris 

1 

40 

Peter  Sterns 

43 

Robert  Crawford 

7 

43 

Charles  Mitchell 

19 

40 

Joshua  Fletcher 

8 

40 

Ezekiel  Worthing 

30 

40 

Shnrbon  Tilton 

9 

3» 

Joseph  Prescot 

31 

65 

Peter  Sleeper 

10 

40 

Capt.  John  Fellows 

3» 

^ 

Abrahniii  DoHff 

47 

l^ient  Dniiicl  Brown 

33 

41 

IsiUic  ScnlLT 

54 

Samuel  Woord 

34 

40 

Knocli  Mclvin 

13 

50 

Isaac  Senter 

40 

John  Kidder  Jun 

'4 

45 

William  Miller 

40 

Isaac  Senter 

'A 

4i 

Samuel  King 

S 

4a 

Joseph  Fletcher 

33 

Minister  Pew 

James  Sargent 

17 

40 

Joseph  Fletcher 

39 

46 

Simeon  Batchelder 

18 

Jl 

Mosea  Pilsbury 

40 

65 

Daniel  Ordway 

19 

41 

% 

I'clcr  Slariis 

4< 

Nathan  Pilsbury 

43 

Abralinm  Viekery 

35 

EuochMelven43,(iift< 

[lore  stand 

Abraham  Dollif 

32 

43 

Capt  Daniel  Morss 

44 

40 

Gulery 

Pews 

No 

$ 

No 

9 

Isaac  SeiUvr 

, 

31 

Abel  Fuller 

13 

'7 

Capt.  John  Fellow-s 

a 

IS 

Capt  Caleb  PiUhury 

14 

'5 
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Moies  Pilsbuty  3  16  John  Haron  15  13 

WilUatn  Pitif;ree  4  15  LJent  Daniel  Brown  16  13 

Snocli  Melvin  5  15  Joseph  Prescott  17  14 

Knoch  Hulvin  6  13  J0I111  KiiUlerJr  18  ao 

MoDcs  Pilsbury  7  13  liliua  Iloiirdiimii  19  15 

I'lirkcr  Morrill  8  16  Jiuiil-s  Siiri^'iil  ao  15 

Rolwrt  Clover  9  18  Juiiiwi  SiiqiLiit  31  »i 

Denjuuiiii  Siiiltli  1  m  *i  ^  Bciii  Itounlniau  33  ai 

Lt  Daniel  Brown  f  '"  "  I'eter  Sleeper      \  „  ,, 

Smith  11  ao  Shurbon  Tiltoo  J  "^  « 

Dauiel  Kentfield  12  ai 

The  church  edifice  was  a  two-story  structure  after  the  style 
of  that  day,  tliirty-eight  by  forty-nine  feet,  twenty-two  foot 
posted.  There  was  a  gallery  on  three  sides.  On  the  first  floor, 
were  forty-six  box  pews ;  the  gallery  contained  twenty-four 
pews,  besides  four  for  the  singers  in  the  center,  opposite  the 
pulpit,  and  eight  free  seats.  The  pulpit,  on  the  north  side,  was 
reached  by  a  fiight  of  stairs,  and  had  the  usual  sounding-board 
over  it.  The  main  entrance  was  in  the  center,  opposite  the 
pulpit.  On  each  end  of  the  building  was  an  extension  ten  feet 
square  containing  a  side  entrance  and  stairs  to  the  gallery. 
The  building  was  lighted  in  the  first  .story  with  eighteen  win- 
dows of  twcnty-cighl  small  lights  each.  In  Ihc  second  .story, 
were  nineteen  windows  of  twenty-four  lights  each,  and  there 
was  one  large  window  over  the  pulpit.  There  were  no  provis- 
ions for  wanning  the  house. 

The  raising  of  this  meeting-house  took  place  in  1804.  It 
was  a  great  event  occupying  two  days.  People  came  from  a 
distance  of  thirty  miles,  many  camping  near  by  for  lack  of 
places  of  entertainment.  Among  the  number  were  those  who 
erected  booths  for  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors.  The  selectmen 
were  troubled  nt  this,  and  decided  it  would  Iw  a  disgrace  to  the 
town  for  men  to  be  obliged  to  buy  liquors  on  such  an  occasion, 
and  they  therefore  purchased  all  the  liquors  011  the  ground  and 
offered  them  to  the  crowd  gratis. 

The  church  was  finished  in  June,  1806,  aud  dedicated  soon 
after.  Rev.  Drury  Fairbanks,  of  Plymouth,  delivering  the  dedi- 
catory sermon.  On  this  occasion,  brandy  and  punch  were  freely 
used. 

Fourdifferentdeuoiuinations  were  interested  iu  the  building 
of  this  church,  and  the  agreement  was  that  each  should  use  it  in 
proportion  to  its  interest  in  the  building.  Under  this  arrange- 
ment, between  the  first  of  April  and  the  last  of  December  of 
each  year,  the  Congregationalists  were  entitled  to  use  it  fifteen 
Sundays ;  the  Methodists,  ten  ;  the  Freewill  Baptists,  nine ;  the 
Universalists,  five.  No  provision  was  made  for  public  worship 
in  January,  February  or  March.  In  practice,  the  Congrega- 
tionalists occtipied  the  pulpit  most  of  the  time. 
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Tlie  First  Religious  society  started  ofl  111  1802  by  raising 
$30  as  a  minister  tax ;  the  uext  tliree  years,  $50  was  raised 
annually:  in  1807,  $75.  From  1809,  money  for  the  snpport  of 
preaching  of  the  Congregational  order  was  raised  hy  subscrip- 
tion. That  year,  the  subscription  amounted  to  $74,  of  which 
amount  Dea.  Fletcher  was  paid  $70.  Bnoch  Malvern  was  the 
first  janitor  of  the  house,  and  his  compensation  was  $2  for  the 
year.  For  tliis  amount,  he  opened  the  house  each  day  it  was 
used,  and  swept  it  four  times  during  the  year.  The  large  salary 
paid  the  janitor  caused  so  many  to  desire  the  position  that  it 


THE   DRIDGEWATER   MBETING-IIOOSE. 


was  thereafter  put  up  at  auction  each  year.  The  lowest  price 
paid  was  filty-nine  cents ;  the  highest,  $1 .25.  At  each  sale  the 
stipulation  was  that  the  house  should  be  swept  four  times  during 
the  year. 

In  1813,  the  New  Hampshire  Missionary  society  came  to 
the  aid  of  the  struggling  CouKregationalists  011  Bridgewater  hill ; 
and  Rev.  William  RoUe  and  Rev.  Mr.  Sawyer  spent  some  time 
with  this  people.  For  the  year  1814,  the  society  appropriated 
$300  for  the  work  in  Bridgewater,  Alexandria,  and  Danbury. 
It  was  hoped  that  a  missionary  could,  with  local  aid,  be  kept  in 
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this  field  the  entire  year.  Rev.  Leonard  Jewett  was  sent  here 
this  year;  but  he  relinquished  the  work  in  the  middle  of  the 
year  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  Rev.  Hosea  Wheeler  isucceeded 
him  for  a  brief  service. 

A  Congregational  church  was  organized  here  Feb.  4,  1818. 
The  council  was  composed  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Price,  Boscawen ; 
Rev.  Abraham  Bodwcll,  Sanhonilon ;  Rev.  Willinin  I'lilrick, 
Canterbury ;  Rev,  Samuel  Wood,  Roscawen,  and  delegates  from 
these  churches.  At  this  time,  those  in  Bridgewater  who  had 
been  members  of  the  Groton  church  withdrew,  and  helped  form 
the  new  church.  Dea.  Fletcher  appears  to  have  been  a  frequent 
supply  liere  after  the  organization  of  the  church,  as  well  as 
before,  for  the  means  and  interest  of  the  people  had  not  from 
the  first  been  sufiicient  to  support  a  pastor,  and  under  a  church 
organization  there  was  no  improvement.  In  1824,  Rev.  Benj. 
Sargent  visited  this  people  and  stated  that  the  Lord's  Supper 
bad  not  been  celebrated  there  for  three  years.     During  the  year 

1825,  Rev.  Mr,  Sargent  labored  for  sixteen  weeks  here  and 
in  Alexandria,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Bowles  labored  a  brief  time ; 
but  the  people  were  evidently  discouraged,   and,    in   March, 

1826,  voted  not  to  pass  a  subscription  paper  that  year.  This 
vote  seems  to  have  createt!  a  reaction  in  the  sentiment 
of  the  community,  and  renewed  offorls  were  made  to  pro- 
long the  life  of  tlie  church.  The  proprietors  of  the  meet- 
ing-house secured  a  charter  of  incorporation,  Chase  Fuller, 
Daniel  Cass,  and  their  associates  being  the  incorporators.  A 
call  was  then  extended  to  Rev.  Charles  Bowles  to  become 
the  pastor  of  the  church,  the  people  agreeing  to  support  him 
half  the  time.  He  accepted,  and  was  in.stalied  Oct.  11,  1K26. 
The  installing  council  consisted  of  Rev.  Abraham  llnnihani  and 
Dea.  Abraham  Bodwell,  of  Pembroke,  Rev.  Jonathan  Ward  and 
delegate,  of  Plymonth,  ond  Rev.  Jonathan  L.  Hale  and  delegate, 
of  Campton.  Tlie  Missionary  society  evidently  assisted  each 
year  in  the  support  of  Mr.  Bowles ;  in  1828,  to  the  extent  of  $84. 
During  his  pastorate,  the  church  attained  its  highest  prosperity. 
He  continued  here  till  1830,  when  he  was  compelled  to  resign 
on  account  of  the  inability  of  the  people  to  support  him,  and  he 
was  dismissed  by  a  council.  Apr.  13  of  that  year.  At  that  time, 
the  membership  was  thirty.  The  aid  from  the  Missionar>- 
society  the  last  year  was  $129, 

In  1833,  Rev.  James  Hobart  divided  his  time  among  Bridge- 
water,  Alexandria,  and  Danbury,  in  the  employ  of  the  Mission- 
ary society ;  and,  in  1834,  Rev.  James  Saunders  labored  here  a 
few  weeks. 

In  1839,  Rev.  John  Suddard  labored  a  few  months,  and,  in 
1848  and  1850,  Rev.  J.  K.  Whittemore  labored  a  part  of  the 
time.  At  this  time,  he  reported  the  "  membership,  twenty-four, 
six  o(  whom  were  widows,  and  two  over  ninety-one  years  of  age. 
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Disseiitioiis  tlireatcn  its  niiii."  From  that  time,  there  were 
only  occasional  services.  In  i860,  the  reasons  assigned  for  this 
state  of  affairs  were:  "Its  geographical  position,  mountainous 
surface,  constant  emigration,  and  couversion  of  farms  into  pas- 
tures, ' ' 

Apparently,  the  last  meeting  of  the  First  Religious  society 
was  held  Mar.  8.  1867,  when  the  following  record  was  made: 

Stnte  of  New  IlnnipnliiTe 
C.riirioii  SH.  Mar.  8,  1867 
Met  itccorditig  to  udjuuriiuiciil  u  uioaioii  wub  made  to  a  jouru  to  the 
eight  diiy  o[  June  next 

Jesse  Freicott,  proprietora  clerk 
Mar.  8,  1867. 

In  the  year-book  of  the  denominatitm  in  1872,  the  Congre- 
gational church  of  Bridgewater  was  considered  extinct. 

Tlic  I-'rccwill  llaptist  church,  for  a  few  years  after  its  orgau- 
i/.atiou,  held  regular  monthly  meetings.  In  time,  however,  the 
interest  and  attendance  declined,  and  it  maintained  a  struggling 
existence  for  many  years.  One  potent  cause  of  weakness  was 
dissensions  within  the  church.  In  1887,  the  church  voted 
against  a  proposition  to  disband,  the  members  to  take  letters  to 
the  churches  at  Bristol  and  Ashland.  Another  conference  was 
held  at  Union  Hall,  Oct.  11,  1889,  at  which  Rev.  J.  W.  Scribner 
and  Rev.  E.  C.  Clark  were  present.  There  were  then  on  the 
rolls  forty-seven  names  —  twcnty-thrcc  resident,  and  twenty-lour 
non-resi<lcnt.  Of  llicse,  only  ten  were  present,  and  only  one 
.signific<l  a  wtinngne.ss  to  take  a  letter  to  another  church.  There 
was  some  disposition  shown  to  revive  the  monthly  meetings; 
but,  as  far  as  appears  from  the  records,  only  three  meetings  were 
held  after  this  date.  The  Free  Baptist  year-book,  in  1900, 
reported  a  membership  of  thirty-six,  of  whom  seventeen  were 
non-resident ;  but  this  report  is  starred,  indicating  that  no  report 
was  received  from  the  church. 

Rev.  Paul  Pcrkin.s  was  at  the  head  of  this  church  for  many 
years  previons  to  his  death,  in  1843;  and  Rev.  Daniel  Batchel- 
der  succeeded  him  and  retained  the  position  for  many  years. 
The  deacons  were  Joseph  Rollins,  Seth  Glover,  David  Batchelder, 
Simeon  Batchelder,  and  Rodney  Hammond.  The  ruling  elders 
were  Abraham  Smith,  Joseph  Rollins,  and  Abraham  Tilton. 

In  1B30,  the  town  was  asked  to  appropriate  $100  for  the 
repair  of  the  building  in  return  for  using  it  for  town  purposes. 
Alter  considering  the  subject  for  six  years,  it  appropriated  $50, 
and  the  society  raised  $15.15  for  the  same '  purpose.  About 
1849,  the  town  finished  off  the  second  story  for  a  town  hall ;  but 
the  original  arrangement  of  pews  in  the  gallery  was  not  dis- 
turbed. At  the  same  time,  the  society  laid  a  tax  of  four  cents 
on  the  dollar  on  the  price  of  the  pews,  tliereby  raising  $77.16, 
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the  most  of  which  was  used  in  repairing  the  first  story  of  tlie 
building.  In  1861,  the  town  was  asked  to  clapboard  and  paint 
the  upper  part  of  the  house  "down  as  far  as  they  apply." 

In  1881,  this  historic  building  was  cut  down  one  story, 
reduced  in  length  about  twenty  feet,  the  roof  turned  round,  and 
the  church  made  into  a  modern  chapel,  suited  to  the  wants  of 
the  reduced  population.  The  sounding  Ixiard  was  prcser\'ed  by 
placing  it  over  the  single  entrance  to  the  building.  The  build- 
ing is  now  used  only  as  a  town  hall  and  for  occasional  religious 
meetings. 

In  1838,  what  was  designated  and  known  as  the  Second 
Free  Baptist  Church  in  Bridgewater  was  organized  in  the  east 
part  of  the  town  and  a  church  edifice  was  erected  on  the  river 
road.  TUi.s  society  never  had  a  settled  pastor,  but  had  prciK-h- 
ing  on  Sundays  as  opportunity  offered.  Frequent  supplies  were 
the  professors  and  students  of  the  theological  school  at  New 
Hampton.  In  1855,  a  membership  of  fifty-one  was  reported. 
James  Brown  and  Luther  Barrett  were  the  deacons.  This 
church  was  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the  denomination  in  rS8i, 
and  the  building  was  sold  and  torn  down  in  1883. 

For  a  series  of  years,  there  have  lieen  religions  services  at 
Union  ball,  near  Newfound  lake,  a  portion  of  the  time,  and 
occasional  services  in  the  chai>cl,  white  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town,  near  the  Plymouth  line,  the  people  gather  at  the  brick 
schoolhouse  on  Sundays  for  Simday-school  and  social  meetings. 
There  is  now,  however,  no  organized  religious  society  of  any 
denomination  in  town. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL  — THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 

Tin  tliu  (liviiiily  timt  Rlira  witliin  ue ; 

'Tin  Ilt'iivcii  ilfHU  thnt  ]M>iiiU  out  uii  licrcafter. 

And  inliiuaU'R  utumity  tuiiiuii. 

— Addison, 

In  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  Metho- 
dist itinerant  pressed  his  way  into  the  wilds  of  New  Hampshire. 
In  1796,  Rev,  Jesse  Lee  was  presiding  elder  of  a  district  that 
embraced  nearly  the  whole  oi  New  England.  That  year,  the 
Metliodists  of  New  Hampshire  numbered  sixty-eight  persons. 

In  1798,  Chesterfield  circuit  appears,  embracing  tlie  whole  of 
the  state,  with  Rev,  Elijah  Bachelar  as  circuit-rider.  That  year, 
the  membership  was  reported  as  one  hundred  and  twenty-two. 
In  1800,  this  state  was  divided  into  three  circuits  —  Chester- 
field, Laiidaff,  and  Hawke  and  had  a  membership  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four. ' 

In  i8oi,  there  were  four  circuits  in  New  Hampshire  — 
Ilawkc,  in  tlic  New  Jviigland  coufcrcucc ;  and  Chcsterfiekl,  Han- 
over, and  Landaff,  in  the  New  Loudon  district  of  the  New  York 
conference,  which,  at  thnt  time  extended  from  New  York  to  the 
Canadian  line  and  was  in  charge  of  Rev.  Johu  Brodhead  as  pre- 
siding elder.     In  these  four  circuits  were  seven  circuit-riders. 

In  1801,  Mr,  Brodhead  sent  Rev.  Asher Smith,  who  had  been 
laboring  at  Athens  and  Townsend,  Vt.,  to  Bridgewater  and 
adjoining  towns.  Mr.  Smith  evidently  made  Bristol  village, 
then  known  as  Bridgewater  village,  his  headquarters.  He 
lalxircd  with  much  zeal,  and  organizetl  that  season  a  class  of  seven 
pei'son,s,  consislitig  of  Jonathan  lugalls  and  wife,  Jasepli  Pres- 
cott,  Jonathan  Huntington  and  wife,  Susan  Cheney,  and  Hannah 
Wortheu,  all  persons  of  marked  individuality,  Mr.  Prescott 
lived  on  Bridgewater  hill.  He  was  a  man  of  influence,  a  leader 
of  thought  in  the  community.  He  was  converted  under  the 
preaching  of  Asher  Smith,  and  "came  out  so  happy  that  he 
traveled  the  streets  shouthig,  'It  is  the  power  of  God,'  Some 
atteuipted  to  silence  hini  but  he  overawed  them,  saying,  'If  you 
molest  me  God  Almighty  will  strike  you  dead.'  "     He  doubt- 

'  Tlic  year-book  for  tliat  year  reported  only  two  circuits  in  New 
Haiiit>shire,  tinvins  a  iiitmbereliip  of  one  littudred  aud  seveuty-one;  but 
I^nduff,  wliicb  btid  a  iiicuibersUip  of  fifty-three,  was  erroneouBly  reported 
aa  a  part  of  Vermont. 
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less  believed  what  he  said.  Father  Prescott  continued  an  active 
force  and  power  in  the  Bristol  church  for  sixty  years.  He  died 
in  i86t,  a^ed  over  ninety-four  years,  Hannah  Worthen  lived 
on  the  Worthen  farm  about  a  mile  east  of  Central  square.  She 
was  a  woman  of  great  force  of  character.  At  a  meeting  in  the 
chapel  on  one  occasion,  years  later,  after  Itstenin^^  to  sermons 
by  two  sons  who  had  entered  the  mini.stry,  she  followed  in  ex- 
hortation, as  was  customary  in  those  days,  and  she  then  de- 
clared she  had  consecrated  these  sons  to  the  Ivord  before  they 
were  bom,  thus  showing  her  deep  piety  many  years  before  the 
coming  of  the  Methodist  itinerant  to  Bridgewater.  At  her  house, 
for  seven  years,  the  class  met  without  a  break.'  Slie  was  spared 
to  this  church  for  thirty-two  years,  and  saw  not  only  two  sons 
but  one  grandson  in  the  Christian  ministry.  Jonathan  Hunt- 
ington and  wife  lived  in  what  is  now  known  as  the  Hall,  or  Nel- 
son, neighborhood.  They  were  both  illiterate  and  superstitious. 
Before  his  conversion,  though  noted  for  his  profanity  and  intem- 
perance, he  gladly  opened  his  house  for  those  ministers  who 
occasionally  visited  his  neighborhood  previous  to  the  coming  of 
the  Methodists.  Whether  he  profes.sed  religion  on  the  preach- 
ing of  Asher  Smith  or  at  a  previous  date,  is  not  known ;  but  he 
promptly  identified  himself  with  the  new  sect  and  became  a  mar- 
vel of  grace.  He  clung  In  Ins  sii|Krstitions  but  not  to  his  .sins. 
His  quaint  sayings  often  embodied  great  truths  or  fine  illustra- 
tions that  he  himself  seemed  to  fail  to  fully  comprehend.  Mrs. 
Susan  Cheney  was  the  wife  of  Daniel  Cheney  and  resided  on 
High  street.  She  was  an  active  worker  in  the  church  as  late  as 
1830.  Concerning  her,  the  late  ex-Governor  Berry  said :  "She 
was  the  most  godly  woman  I  ever  knew."  Jonathan  Ingalls 
resided  on  what  is  now  the  I^.  T.  Pike  farm  on  tlie  east  side  of 
Newfound  lake.  Both  Mr.  Tngalls  and  liis  wife  were  noted  as 
frank,  outspoken  characters.  They  continued  active  workers  in 
the  churcli  till  they  removed  to  the  West,  thirty  years  later. 

Such  were  the  individuals  who  organized  a  Methodist  class 
in  this  village  in  1801,  laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of 
Metliodism.  After  the  organization,  three  more  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  seven,  and  the  number  reported  in  the  spring  of  1802  was 
ten. 

At  tlie  session  of  the  New  Vork  conference  in  180a,  the 
Vershire  district  was  formed.  This  district  consisted  of  eight 
circuits  in  Vennont  and  New  Hampshire,  and  Rev.  John  Brodhead 
was  placed  in  charge  as  presiding  elder.  Within  this  district 
the  Bridgewater  circuit  was  formed,  composed  of  thirteen  towns, 
—  Bridgewater,  Hill,  Andover,  Salisbury,  Danbury,  Alexandria, 
Hebron,  Groton,  Plymouth,  Holderness,  New  Hampton,  San- 
bornton,  and  Northheld.  It  also  included  the  present  towns  of 
Ashland,  Tilton,  and  Franklin.    Rev.  Reuben  Jones  became  its 
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circuit-rider,  and,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  reported  a  gain  of 
lorty-Iuitr  iiieiiibcrs  in  tlie  circuit. 

In  1803,  the  BridgewAter  circuit  became  a  part  of  the  Ver- 
mont district  o[  the  New  York  conference.  Rev.  Joseph  Crawford 
was  presiding  elder,  and  Rev.  Klijah  Heddiug,  the  circuit-rider. 
This  was  the  first  appointment  of  Elijah  Hedding,  later  the 
noted  bishop  of  the  M.  E.  church  ;  and  he  here  gave  promise 
of  his  brilliant  future.  He  eutered  on  the  work  with  great  zeal  and 
faith,  and  a  remarkable  revival  was  the  result.  Years  later,  Mr. 
Hedding  -said  to  his  biofrraphcr  concerning  these  times,  "I  never 
before  nor  since  have  seen  such  marks  of  an  overwhehning  and 
sweeping  revival  of  the  work  of  God.  So  deeply  were  the  peo- 
ple interested  to  hear  the  preaching  that  often  we  were  driven 
to  a  barn  or  grove,  that  they  might  be  accommodated  ;  and  so 
wholly  absorbed  were  they  about  their  soul's  concern  that  the 
scattered  population  would  collect  on  week  days,  men  in  liar- 
vcKl-lime  coming  ou  horseback  ten  or  fifteen  miles  to  hear  the 
Word.  'I'hc  wliole  country  secme<l  to  think  and  talk  about 
nothing  but  what  Ihcy  must  do  to  l>c  saved."  Mr.  Hedding  usually 
rode  one  hundred  miles  each  week  preaching  twice  each  day  to 
complete  his  appointments.  Under  such  severe  labors,  he  broke 
down  and  had  a  long  and  severe  sickness  at  the  home  of  Maj. 
Tlieophilus  Sanborn  on  New  Chester  mountain.  Before  fully 
recovered,  he  rode  to  Plymouth,  took  cold  and  was  again  pros- 
trated, this  time  with  inflammatory  rheumatism.  This  sickness 
was  at  the  home  of  Rev.  I51)enezcr  Itlodgctt,  who  was  later  a 
local  preacher  of  this  church.  l<*or  six  weeks,  he  was  unable  to 
turn  himself  in  bed,  and,  for  four  months,  not  able  to  walk 
across  the  floor  unaided. 

In  1804,  New  Hampshire  became  a  district  in  the  New 
England  conference,  and  was  divided  into  five  circuits  —  Lunen- 
burg, LandaB,  Bridgewater,  Hanover,  and  Grantham.  Rev.  John 
Brodhead  was  presiding  elder.  Rev.  Caleb  Dustin  and  Rev.  I,ewis 
Bates  were  the  circuit-riders  of  Bridgewater  circuit.  Mr.  Dustin 
was  illiterate  ;  Mr.  Bates  was  educated  ;  yet  the  two  men  worked 
hanuDniously  in  n  conunon  cause.  Mr.  Bates  was  later  the  author 
of  Memorials  of  Methedhm.  Here  he  says,  "I  was  sent  to 
Bridgewater  circuit  with  Caleb  Dustin.  How  many  were  con- 
verted we  know  not,  but  we  had  an  addition  of  one  hundred  and 
thirteen,  and  so  extended  was  the  field  of  our  labors  that  we 
called  to  our  aid  Langdon  Simpson  and  Era.'itns  Otis,  and  at  the 
next  conference  two  iiew  circints  were  formed  —  Tuftonboro  and 
Pembroke."  In  1805,  Rev.  Martin  Ruter  and  Rev.  Benjamin 
Bishop  were  the  preachers  in  charge.  As  with  Mr.  Hedding,  so 
with  Mr,  Ruter — the  work  ou  this  circuit  brought  out  the  sterling 
qualities  of  the  man.  Rev.  Martin  Ruter  was  born  in  Sutton, 
Mass.,  in  1785.  When  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  was  given  work 
by  John  Brodhead  as  an  itinerant  minister  in  Canada,   making 
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his  headquarters  in  Montreal,  When  twenty  years  old,  he  com- 
menced work  on  Bridgewater  circuit.  Pour  years  later,  he  was 
the  presiding  elder  in  charge,  and  under  his  labors  and  direc- 
tions Methodism  flourished.  He  was  a  man  of  indomitable 
energy,  deep  piety,  and  rare  good  judgment.  In  educational 
work,  he  was  the  acknowledged  pioneer  in  the  Methodist  cluirch. 
His  establishment  of  a  Methodist  seminary,  in  18(7,  at  New- 
market was  attended  with  such  success  that,  three  years  later, 
the  General  Conference  took  steps  to  secure  the  establishment  of 
a  like  seminary  in  every  conference  in  the  connection.  Three 
years  later,  he  was  made  the  first  agent  of  tlie  Western  (Metho- 
dist) Book  Concern,  and  there  laid  the  foundations  for  a  busi- 
ness that  now  counts  its  annual  profits  by  tlie  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands. He  next  l}ecai]ie  a  college  president,  and  later  went  to 
Texas,  where  he  1)ecame  a  leader  in  the  American  colonixation 
movement  while  still  preaching  the  gospel  with  all  his  old-time 
zeal  and  enthusiasm.  He  died  in  1S38,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three 
years.  Rev.  John  Brodhead  was  bom  in  Smithfield,  Pa.,  in 
1770;  joined  the  itinerant  ministry  in  1794;  came  to  New  Eng- 
land in  1796.  He  was  a  man  of  imposing  presence,  of  unblem- 
ished character  and  great  personal  magnetism,  and  an  eloquent 
and  powerful  speaker.  He  served  six  terms  in  the  state  senate 
and  represented  New  Hampshire  (onr  years  in  the  nnlionni 
house  of  representatives.  His  privations  and  herculean  labon; 
in  the  ministry  broke  down  his  health  from  which  he  never  fully 
recovered.  He  died  at  South  Newmarket,  Apr.  7,  1838,  after 
forty-four  years  in  the  ministry.  His  portrait  now  hangs  in  the 
state -house  in  Concord. 

Thus  we  find  in  the  early  years  of  the  Bridgewater  circuit 
three  of  the  great  men  of  Methodism  as  lenders  —  Revs.  Brod- 
head, Hedding,  and  Ruter.  To  no  other  three  men  does  Metho- 
dism in  this  section  owe  so  much.  Rev.  John  Brodhead  intro- 
duced it  and  for  six  years  was  connected  officially  with  the  work 
as  presiding  elder ;  while  Revs.  Hedding  and  Ruter  each  served 
one  year  as  pastor,  and  two  as  presiding  elder. 

In  1806,  came  Rev.  Joel  Winch,  with  his  marked  peculiari- 
ties; next  year.  Rev.  Joseph  Farrar;  in  1808,  Rev.  William 
Hunt.  Mr.  Hunt  was  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  this 
was  his  second  appointment.  lie  was  brilliant  and  nltmclivc, 
and  his  work  was  marked  with  success.  His  career  ended  with 
his  death  two  years  later. 

In  1809,  under  the  labors  of  Rev.  I^onard  Frost,  assisted 
by  Presiding  Klder  Ruter,  a  marked  revival  of  religion  pre- 
vailed, and  it  is  said  that  in  Bridgewater,  New  Hampton,  and 
Plymouth,  at  least  two  hundred  were  converted." 

'  A  favorite  place  for  baptizing  by  the  early  Methodists  was  «t  the  dam 
that  Bupplled  the  fir«t  grist-  and  saw-mill  with  water,  near  the  httid  of 
what  U  uow  Water  street. 
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III  the  spring  o(  181 1,  Rev.  Solouiou  Sias  took  up  the  work 
as  presiding  elder,  and  received  lor  the  labor  of  the  year,  beyond 
his  board  and  traveling  expenses,  one  dollar  and  four  cents. 
The  nieiiibersliip  ol  the  district  was  then  two  hundred  and 
eighty -seven. 

Thus  far,  the  Methodists  had  had  no  house  of  worship. 
Meetings  were  held  ni  dwellings,  in  barns,  or  in  groves,  as  was 
most  convenient.  In  Bristol  village,  meetings  were  generally 
lield  in  tlie  Itttlc  four-roofed  sclioolliouse  on  North  Main  street. 
There  was  no  provision  for  a  fire,  and  at  first  no  floor ;  but  here 
the  )>eople  used  to  gather  and  listen  to  two  long  serinoiis  on 
Sunday,  or  whenever  preaching  service  was  announced.  This 
building  was  finally  provided  with  a  floor  and  furnished  with  the 
high  back  seats  common  in  schoolhouses  of  that  day.  After 
having  used  this  schoolhouse  for  some  time,  opposition  to  its  use 
by  the  Methodists  arose.  One  Sunday  morning  the  congrega- 
tion, on  tuwombling,  found  the  door  fastened  and  a  number  of 
roughs  inside  who  slated  that  they  proposed  to  prevent  any  ser- 
vice being  held  there  ttiat  day.  It  chanced  that  Maj.  Theophilus 
Sanborn,  a  veteran  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  a  man  of  great 
strength,  soon  appeared  on  the  scene.  Placing  his  shoulder 
against  the  door  the  fastenings  gave  way,  and  those  inside  made 
a  hasty  exit  by  way  of  the  windows,  and  services  were  held  as 
usual. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  April,  1814,  the  trustees'  bought 
of  John  Sleeper  lor  twenty  dollars,  a  half  acre  of  land  on  North 
Main  street,  at  the  base  of  Sugar  bill,  as  a  building  site  ;  and 
there  a  chapel  was  erected  the  following  sunnner.  The  building 
was  about  thirty-six  by  forty  feet,  and  when  first  used  it  had 
only  a  rough  floor  and  was  without  any  means  of  warming 
except  the  foot  stoves  carried  there  by  those  who  could  afford 
the  luxury.  The  Congregational ists  contributed  towards  its 
erection,  and,  from  the  first,  their  ministers  occasionally  occu- 
pied its  desk.  The  regulation  box  pews  were  placed  along  the 
waIIs  [or  those  who  could  i)ay  (or  them,  while  free  scats  made  of 
rough  plank  filled  the  center.  In  this  condition  it  was  used 
about  ten  years.  It  was  tlien  completed.  A  chimney  was  built 
and  a  small  box  stove  set  up  between  the  pulpit  on  the  cast 
side  and  tlie  front  seats.  The  low  ceiling  would  not  allow  of  the 
high  pulpit  so  common  in  those  days,  and  so,  by  force  of  cir- 
cumstances, this  was  quite  a  modern  affair.  The  arrangements 
for  wanning  the  house  were  made  without  much  opposition ; 
but,  in  process  of  time,  another  innovation  came  that  caused 
much  spirited  disputation  —  a  bass  viol  was  taken  into  church 

'  The  trustees  at  this  date  were  Benjamin  Locke,  John  Clough,  Joseph 
Prescott,  Abraliain  Hook,  Jonatban  InKalla,  Jr.,  Moses  Wortheu,  Walter 
Sleeper,  Theophilus  Sauborn,  Jr.,  and  Josepti  Lowell. 
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to  assist  the  singers.  Many  did  not  believe  in  worshipping  God 
with  a  "fiddle";  but  the  obnoxious  instniment  held  its  ground 
until  displaced  by  one  more  modem. 

This  chapel  was  the  scene  of  many  glorious  meetings, 
especially  on  quarterly  meeting  occasions,  when  it  was  packed 
to  overflowing,  ninny  traveling  long  distances  to  atlcnd.  The 
scene  nl^ont  the  church  on  such  an  occasion  was  worthy  the 
artist's  pencil.  There  were  tlie  old-fashioned  thoroughbrace 
chaise,  the  farm  wagon,  the  horse  saddled  to  carry  double.  In 
winter  there  were  sleighs,  pungs  and  pods  and  even  ox-sleds. 
Many  came  from  distant  parts  of  the  district  the  day  before. 
N.  S.  Berry  always  had  an  open  house  for  the  ministers  and 
some  of  the  brethren,  while  others  were  entertained  elsewhere. 
At  9  o'clock  Sunday  there  was  Ihc  love-fciLst ;  at  10:30,  preiich- 


CHAPKL   BUILT  IN    1814. 


ing,  and  at  i  o'clock  another  sermon,  followed  by  exhortations 
and  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  A  prayer-meeting  was 
held  Sunday  evening.  One  old  lady,  in  talking  of  those  days, 
said,  "On  one  occasion  when  I  was  young,  a  storm  made  many 
Inte  at  the  love-feast,  tlmngh  it  did  not  lessen  the  nund>ers  in 
attendance.  The  doors  were  closed  as  usual  promptly  at  nine. 
"The  fire  of  devotion  burned  warmly  in  the  house  and  was  com- 
municated to  the  gathering  crowd  outside.  The  shouts  of  vic- 
tory of  those  inside  were  taken  up  and  repeated  by  those  in  wait- 
ing. When  the  doors  were  opened,  a  combined  shout  went  up  to 
Heaven,  'Hallelujah,  (or  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth,'  " 
Here,  too,  aniens  and  hallelujalis  frequently  emphasized  the 
preaching  of  the  Word ;  and  exhortations  following  the  sermons 
were  frequent.     It  is  said  that  "Father"  Huntington  was  ex- 
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postulated  with  at  oue  time  on  the  ground  that  his  interjections 
■were  not  always  appropriate.  He  agreed  to  do  better,  but  it  was 
not  long  after,  inider  the  preaching  ol  the  Word,  lie  wanned 
up  as  usual,  and,  after  vainly  attempting  to  hold  his  fire,  ex- 
claimed, in  a  loud  voice,  "Amen,  hit  or  miss.  Here  you  have 
it.  period  or  no  period."  Watch-night  was  generally  observed 
and  largely  attended.  After  listening  to  two  or  three  sermons, 
as  tlie  new  year  dawned,  all  bowed  in  silent  prayer,  and  thus  the 
new  year  wa.s  connuenccd  witli  sacred  vows  to  spend  Uie  year  in 
the  service  oi  God. 

A  source  of  constant  trouble  to  the  worehippers  here  was 
the  presence  of  "Molly"  Burton.  She  was  an  eccentric  character, 
commonly  called,  and  by  many  actually  supposed  to  be,  a  witch. 
Slie  persisted  in  talking  in  meeting  at  the  close  of  the  sermons, 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  all.  It  occasionally  happened  that 
after  Molly  had  spoken  as  long  as  was  thought  profltable,  the 
.singers  would  rise  and  with  all  gravity  commence  to  sing.  On 
such  occasions  tlie  speaker  would  raise  her  voice  to  a  higher 
pitch  ;  the  singers  would  sing  louder,  and  Molly,  after  deliver- 
ing a  few  sentences  at  the  height  of  her  voice,  would,  from  sheer 
exhaustion,  take  her  seat.  On  one  occasion,  she  was  carried 
bodily  from  the  church  by  two  or  three  of  the  male  members, 
even  thougli  she  persisted  in  declaring  that  an  angel  of  the  I^)^ 
met  her  on  her  way  to  church  and  commanded  her  to  exhort. 

The  first  caiup-niceting  in  Bristol  was  held  on  the  Worthcn 
farm  about  a  mile  cast  of  Central  square,  in  1816.  Rev.  I,eoiiard 
Frost,  the  circuit-rider,  preached  a  sermon  of  great  power,  from 
the  text,  "How  oft  would  I  have  gathered  you  together,"  etc. 
Uev.  David  Kilburn,  who  had  been  presiding  elder  for  four  years 
previous  to  1818,  said  of  those  years:  "There  were  extensive 
revivals,  abundant  labors,  and  meagre  support." 

In  1822,  the  name  of  the  circuit  was  changed  to  the  Bristol 
circttit.  It  then  consisted  of  Bristol,  New  Hampton,  Plymouth, 
Bridgew.iter.  Alexandria,  Hill,  Danbury,  and  Andover,  The 
<tnarlcrly  conferences  were  held  in  various  parts  of  the  circuit, 
and  the  members  in  this  village  thought  it  no  great  hardship  to 
travel  to  Aiidover  or  Plymouth  to  attend.  Like  efforts  were 
made  to  attend  the  other  services  of  the  church.  Miss  Mary 
Wortlien  used  to  walk  from  her  home  on  the  New  Hampton  side 
of  the  Pemigewasset  to  Worthen's  rock,  there  paddle  her  canoe 
acrass  the  stream,  and  walk  another  mile  to  attend  meeting  in 
the  old  chapel. 

People  were  frank  and  plain  hearted  and  gave  expression  to 
their  thoughts  in  those  days,  even  in  meetings.  On  one  occa- 
sion, a  minister,  while  holding  a  service  iu  the  schoolbousc  at 
the  foot  ol  the  lake,  prayed  standing.  In  his  prayer  he  used 
the  expression,  "On  bended  knees  of  faith,"  when  Mrs.  Jona- 
than Ingalls  spoke  out,  "Why  not  on  bended  knees  of  your 
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body?"  On  another  occasion.  Rev.  Reuben  Dearborn  was 
preaching  in  the  schoolhouse  in  the  Hall  neighborhood.  In 
commencing  his  sennoQ  he  said,  "  Brethren,  I  need  my  notes," 
whereupon  "Father"  Huntington  sang  ont,  "If  yon  can't  preach 
without  notes  you  had  better  quit."  "  The  notes  that  I  need," 
said  Dearborn,  "are  the  prayers  of  God's  ixiople,"  and  he  went 
along  as  Ihougli  nothing  nnnsnal  Itad  happened .  Ity  way  o(  show- 
ing the  force  of  "Father"  Huntington's  illustrations  the  loltowing 
is  given :  On  one  occasion  he  was  urging  the  young  converts  to 
speak  and  used  substantially  these  words:  "Now  don't  hold 
track  because  you  cannot  speak  as  well  as  the  ministers  and 
those  who  have  been  longer  in  the  way.  When  the  head  o(  the 
house  wants  a  great  fire  in  the  fireplace  he  speaks  to  the  boys 
and  they  all  start.  The  big  boys  bring  in  the  great  backlog ; 
other  boys  bring  in  the  forestick  and  place  tliat  on  the  handiron ; 
otliers  pile  on  lighter  wood,  and  then  comes  the  little  tot  with 
chips  and  shavings  and  puts  them  on  the  coals  and  at  once  the 
whole  mass  is  on  fire.  Now  the  father  thinks  just  as  much  of 
the  little  tot  for  bringing  the  shavings  as  he  does  of  the  big  boys 
who  brought  in  the  backlog." 

In  1830,  the  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  conference  was 
set  off  from  the  New  England  conference.  At  this  time,  Bristol 
became  a  part  of  the  I'lynioulh  district.  In  1832,  the  name  of 
the  conference  was  changed  to  the  New  Hampshire  conference, 
without  a  change  in  its  territory.  This  continued  till  1845, 
when  that  part  of  the  conference  in  Vermont  became  the  Ver- 
mont conference. 

"Reformation"  John  Adams  came  here  in  1839  in  company 
with  Rev.  Caleb  S.  Beede.'  In  1832,  the  first  parsonage  was 
erected.  It  is  now  a  part  of  the  house  owned  by  Uriah  H. 
Kidder  and  now  occupied  by  David  M.  Chase  on  the  west  side 
of  North  Main  street,  near  Sugar  liill. 

June  23,  i8i8,  the  Methodist  society  of  Bridgewater  was 
incorporated  by  act  of  the  legislature.  The  incorporators  were 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Fowler,  Moses  Bennett,  Theophilua  San- 
bom,  Joseph  Lowell,  Walter  Sleeper,  and  their  associates. 
There  are  no  records  and  no  traditions  to  show  that  the  society 
ever  organized  under  this  act.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  Deceni- 
l)er,  1834,  "sundry  individuals,  members  of  the  M.  K.  church 
in  Bristol,"  met  at  the  house  of  N.  S.  Berry  and  "voted  to 
resolve  themselves  into  a  religious  society,  agreeable  to  an  act 
passed  the  third  of  June,  1827,  and  to  style  themselves  the  First 
Methodist  Society  of  Bristol,"  This  body  evidently  corre- 
sponded to  the  board  of  trustees  as  now  organized,  and  was  the 
legal  body  of  the  Methodist  church.  Its  officers  were  a  presi- 
dent,  secretary,   treasurer,   and   five  trustees,   elected  by  the 

'  See  Genenlogiea. 
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society.  It  continued  its  organization  till  1S51.  The  articles  of 
association  were  signed  by  the  following:  C.  S.  Beede,  S.  S. 
Worthing,  C.  H.  Kimball,  A.  Brown,  Benjamin  Cass,  Clark 
Merrill,  Reuben  C.  Beau,  Reuben  Kidder,  Amos  Sleeper,  N.  S. 
Berry,  S.  T.  W.  Sleeper,  Walter  Sleeper,  Daniel  Sleeper,  Jere- 
miah Johnson,  John  Ladd,  and,  Oscar  F.  Fowler,  E-  F.  Nealey. 

In  1827,  when  Revs.  Matthew  and  Richard  Newh all  were 
the  preachers  in  charge,  aud  Rev.  John  F,  Adams  was  the 
presiding  elder,  a  great  awakening  swept  through  this  section. 
One  ol  the  converts  of  thi.s  revival,  only  recently  gone  to  her 
reward,  recalled  a  preaching  service  one  afternoon  at  the  home 
of  Jeremiah  Johnson  in  Bridgewater.  A  great  congregation  had 
gathered,  and  Richard  Newhatl  preached  a  sermon  of  wonderful 
power  from  the  text,  "  Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock." 
More  than  two  hundred  were  said  to  have  professed  religion  as 
the  result  of  this  revival.  Rev.  Matthew  Newhall  was  born  at 
Clnrcinoiil,  Dec.  3,  1798,  the  son  of  John  and  Abigail  Newhall. 
He  joined  the  New  Ivnglnnd  conference  in  1835,  and  took  active 
work  till  1854,  when  lie  was  superannuated.  He  died  at  Green- 
land, May  4,  1875.  He  was  a  brother  of  his  associate.  Rev. 
Richard  Newhall,  who  was  bom  at  Weathersfield,  Vt.,  in  1800. 
Richard  Newhall  married  Betsey  Kmmons '  of  Bristol,  and  died 
Dec.  10,  1873.  He  filled  eight  appointments  in  Vermont  and 
thirteen  in  New  Hampshire. 

In  1828,  Rev.  William  Kimball  and  Rev.  Sereno  Pisk  were 
llic  circuil-riderti.  Thi.s  year  a  camp-inceting  was  held  near  the 
Pemigcwasset  river  south  of  this  village.  There  were  thirty- 
four  tents  and  a  very  large  attendance,  aud  it  was  a  season  of 
great  power  aud  very  many  conversions.  Among  the  clergy- 
men present  were  Rev.  George  Storrs,  Rev.  Squires  B.  Haskell, 
and  "  Reformation"  John  Adams.  The  meeting  was  held  there 
two  seasons.  In  1831  and  1833,  camp -meetings  were  held  in  a 
grove  on  the  Gilbert  B.  Dolloff  farm  in  Bridgewater.  One  was 
held  later  near  George's  mills  in  Alexandria,  and  one,  in  1846, 
ou  the  Thomas  H.  Wicom  farm  in  Bristol. 

In  i8j7.  Rev.  James  Dow*  and  Rev.  Amos  H.  Worthen,' 
were  on  this  circuit.  The  year  appears  to  have  been  fairly  pros- 
perous in  some  portions  of  the  district  at  least,  with  forty-seven 
additions,  and  yet  it  closed  with  the  church  at  Bristol  depressed 
to  an  unusual  degree,  and  its  spirituality  at  a  low  ebb. 

Rev.  Holnmn  Drew '  and  Rev.  Moody  P.  Marshall '  came  in 

'See  GeuealoKicB. 

'Rev.  James  Dow  whs  bora  In  Bath,  Oct.  17.  1S02.  He  joined  the 
New  Huuipsliire  coiifereuce  iii  1831,  aud  contiuued  in  the  active  work  till 
he  died,  Dec.  11,  1644. 

■  Rev.  Holman  Drew  joined  the  New  Hampshire  conference  in  1819, 
and  was  in  the  effective  ranks  till  1846,  when  he  took  a  superannuated 
relation.     He  died  at  LaudaS,  July  3,  1846,  aged  forty-six  years. 
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the  spring  of  1838.  They  found  the  people  discouraged  and  the 
prospect  extremely  gloomy.  They  were  informed  by  one  of  the 
retiring  pastors  that  be  should  not  be  surprised  to  bear  at  any 
time  that  the  church  had  ceased  to  exist.  They  were  called 
upon  by  the  official  members,  who  wished  to  define  their  posi- 
tion. They  said  they  had  no  objection  to  the  men  sent  here, 
but  the  church  could  not  support  them.  They  should  take  no 
part  in  church  matters,  should  resign  their  positions,  do  nothing 
and  pay  nothing.  There  was  a  debt  of  forty  dollars  on  the 
parsonage.  There  was  a  time  when  it  could  have  been  paid,  but 
that  time  had  passed.  Their  church  edifice  was  dilapidated, 
and  a  new  one  could  not  be  built.  Such  was  the  greeting  the 
new  pastors  received.  These  brethren  were  persuaded  to  remain 
in  ofEce  for  the  time  being  and  trust  in  God  for  the  result.  The 
pastors  went  to  work  with  wisdom,  zeal,  and  energy  worthy 
the  men  and  their  high  ofhce.  The  result  was,  the  people  were 
brought  out  of  the  slougli  of  despond,  the  debt  on  the  parsonage 
was  paid  during  the  year,  and  the  next  year  a  new  church  was 
erected ;  every  slip  in  it  was  sold  before  the  church  was  erected 
and  the  edifice  was  dedicated  free  from  debt. 

The  old  chapel  vacated  at  this  time  filled  a  unique  place  in 
the  history  of  this  village.  It  was  the  first  and  for  many  years 
the  only  public  building  within  the  limits  o[  the  town.  It 
furnished  a  place  for  the  stated  worship  of  God,  and  for  many 
years  all  denominations  contributed  towards  its  support  and 
united  in  its  services.  Within  its  walls  were  organized  both 
the  Congregational  and  Free  Baptist  churches  of  this  village. 
Here  were  held  many  of  the  town  meetings  of  Bridgewater, 
and  here  Bristol  held  all  of  its  town  meetings  till  the  present 
town  hall  was  completed,  in  1850.  Its  doors  were  open  for 
political  speakers  of  either  party,  and  even  the  nuich-hnted 
abolition  agitators  were  welcomed  to  its  pulpit.  Here,  in  1836, 
Rev.  George  Storrs  was  mobbed  for  speaking  against  slavery; 
stones  were  hurled  through  the  windows,  the  meeting  broken 
up,  and  the  speaker  was  saluted  with  rotten  eggs  while  being 
escorted  from  the  church  by  three  citizens — Reuben  C.  Bean, 
Dr.  J.  S.  Eaton,  and  Appleton  Dauforth.  Mr.  Bean  kept  the 
speaker  over  night,  and  the  next  day  he  was  informed  by  one 
of  the  rioters  that  they  cauie  near  tearing  his  houHe  down  for 
sheltering  him.  "If  you  had,"  said  Mr.  Bean,  "tlierc  would 
have  been  several  funerals  in  Bristol."  On  reflection,  this  same 
man  was  so  ashamed  of  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  affair  that 
lie  had  the  windows  of  the  chapel  repaired  at  his  own  expense. 
In  its  old  age,  this  chapel  was  venerated  by  those  who  knew  its 
history,  but  was  pelted  with  stones  and  clubs  by  the  boys. 

The  new  chapel  was  erected  on  Spring  street  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $1,600.  There  were  forty-nine  pews  besides  seats 
for  the  singers  and  the  front  seats ;  and  the  price  of  the  pews 
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■was,  Uierefore,  fixed  at  $33.  A  paper  drawn  up  Jan.  4,  1839, 
sho\^-s  that  forty-seven  of  ttiese  pews  were  taken  before  a  blow 
■was  struck  towards  the  erection  of  tlie  church.  The  toUowitig 
is  a  list  of  the  subscribers : 

Name  No.  of  pews  Name  No.  of  pews 

N.  S.  Berry  3  Warren  White  i 

S.  S.  WortliJng  a  J.  C.  Dowuiug  1 

O.  P.  I'owler  a  S.  S.  Sletper  i 

K.  C.  Iloiiii  3  U.S.  Woolnoii  1 

AI01110  Clii'iiL'y  t  ]>«ii'l  Suiilioni  t 

Aloii^.o  Vlak-  I  I).  Batcb«lder  i 

S.  I).  Tiltoii  I  Jereuuah  Johuson  1 

J.  II.  Siiul)orn  I  J.  L.  WilT  l 

Soloiuou  Cavls  i  Jobii  Ladd  and  i-a  > 

Jos'h  Ladd  I  D.  Ketinedy  1-3       / 

Nathan  Sleeper,  Jr  3  Jonth  Emmons  1-3   I 

Holninii  Drew  i  D.  C.  Willey  1-3        f  1 

]>iiii)(;l  Suiitiorii  I  Stephen  Nelson  1-3J 

Jacob  Heath  i  Saninel  Gale  i 

I^uge  Fitiuaii  i  O.  S.  &  Lyman  Hall  1-3  >    , 

J.  II.  I'rcscotl  I  D.  H.  Sleeper  1-3           /    ' 

Clark  Merrill  i  Benjamin  Kidder  Jr  1 

Joliti  Kidder  i  Huldah  Atwood  \ 

J.  S.  Biyant  1  Sally  Tyrrill       /              '"' 

David  Fowler  1  ,  Joshua  Kidder      1 

M.H.Page      f  *  Benjamin  Kidder  (            ''3 

Moses  Sleeper  i  Walter  Hayward  1 

S.  T.  W.  Sleeper  i  J.  R.  Hayward      /  ' 

nli^.a  Ann  Ilarriman         i  Jolin  Itiistliigs  I 

Cue-third  of  the  price  of  the  pews  was  to  be  paid  when  the 
iranie  of  the  building  was  raJsetl ;  one-tltird  when  the  building 
was  boarded  and  shiugled,  and  the  other  third  when  completed, 
which  was  expected  to  be  about  the  first  of  October.  The 
choice  of  pews  was  set  up  at  auction,  and  the  avails  of  the  sale 
were  used  for  furnishing  the  church.  The  deed  for  the  land  was 
given  Feb.  11,  1839;  ground  was  broken  in  the  early  spring, 
and  the  church  was  dcdicatctl  in  Scptcm1>er  following,  Rev. 
John  O.  Dow  preaching  the  dedicatory  seniion.  N.  S.  Berry  and 
Sherburu  Sanborn  were  the  building  committee.  The  chapel 
was  40  X  52  feet,  with  posts  seventeen  feet  high.  As  in  the 
old  chapel,  there  was  but  one  room,  the  doors  opening  directly 
into  it.  There  were  three  large  windows  on  each  side,  and 
one  in  front  between  the  two  doors,  where  the  pulpit  was 
located.  In  each  corner,  at  the  right  and  left  of  the  pulpit,  was 
a  small  box  stove  which  was  connected  with  a  chimney  on  the 
north  end  by  a  line  of  funnel  extending  the  entire  length  of  the 
cliurch.  The  seats  were  on  the  amphitheater  style,  those  in  the 
rear  being  well  up  toward  the  ceiling.  The  "singing  seats" 
consisted  of  three  slip.i,  at  the  highest  point  opposite  the  pulpit, 
extending  from  aisle  to  aisle,  elevated  still  higher  than  those  on 
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the  right  and  left.  For  nine  years  previous  to  the  dedication 
of  this  church,  Mr.  Berry's  kitchen  had  been  used  for  all  social 
meetings,  hut  thereafter  sabbath  evening  meetings  were  held  in 
the  new  chapel. 

The  year  1839  marked  not  only  tlie  erection  of  the  chapel 
on  Spring  street,  but  also  the  establishment  of  camp-nieetingt> 
on  Alexandria  hill,  west  of  tliis  village,  which  was  con- 
tinued  nearly   every  year  till   1856.     The   site  was  near  the 


CHAPBL  BUII.T  IN  1839. 


Bristol  road  on  the  summit  of  the  hill.  Mr.  Marsliall  said,  in 
regard  to  this  meeting :  "It  was  a  season  of  great  power  and 
manifestation  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  last  night  was  wholly 
spent  in  earnest  prayer,  and,  when  the  last  seeker  yielded,  there 
followed  such  a  season  of  shouting  as  I  never  heard  before  nor 
since.     A  young  man,  living  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  while  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ECCLESIASTICAL  —  METHODIST  CHURCH  281 

bed  listening  to  it,  was  convicted  and  converted."  In  1841, 
during  the  labors  of  Rev.  Reuben  Dearborn  and  Rev.  Henry  H. 
Hartwell,  the  lcx;atiou  was  changed  to  one  farther  west  in  the 
same  grove.  This  was,  like  all  otliers,  largely  attended  and  was 
a  season  of  great  iuterest.  It  is  claimed  that  this  year  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  from  Bristol  and  adjoining  towns  were  converted. 
Millerism  was  at  this  time  at  its  height.  All  good  people  were 
going  to  glory  in  1843  without  the  trouble  of  dying,  and  a  part 
of  one  song  sung  more  than  any  other  at  this  meeting  was, 


But  1843  came  and  went,  and  nearly  all  the  singers  of  that  day 
have  passed  over  the  river,  but  by  the  ordinary  way,  a  few  only 
being  left  to  tell  of  the  peculiar  craze  that  swept  over  the  coun- 
try at  that  time. 

The  cninp-nieetings  of  those  days  were  rude  affairs,  with 
none  of  the  comforts  of  the  modem  camp-ground.  The  usual 
custom  was  for  each  family  interested  to  furnish  a  portion  of  the 
cotton  cloth  of  which  the  tent  was  made,  and  at  a  meeting  held 
by  the  ladies  for  that  purpose  the  cloth  was  sewed  together 
and  the  covering  n-as  completed.  In  due  time,  this  tent  was 
"pitched"  by  the  men  on  a  frame  of  rough  poles  cut  in  the 
woods  for  the  purpose.  Of  course  this  covering  leaked  badly 
during  a  rain  storm  or  hard  shower,  but  this  was  one  of  the  in- 
conveniences to  he  expected,  and  was  borne  with  couipasurc. 
A  long  tabic  ol  rough  boards  extended  through  Uie  center  of  the 
tent  on  which  were  served  the  meals,  consisting  largely  of 
cooked  food  brought  from  home,  while  tea  and  coSee  were  made 
on  a  fire  outside.  The  earth  in  the  tents  was  covered  deep  with 
straw.  Beds,  at  night,  were  made  on  this  or  on  bedticks,  filled 
with  straw,  laid  on  the  ground.  The  tent  at  night  was  divided 
by  curtains  into  two  apartments,  one  for  the  men  and  one  for 
the  women.  During  the  day  the  bedticks  were  piled  in  one  cor- 
ner. At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  the  tent  was  taken  down,  the 
cloth  ripped  into  strips  and  taken  home  by  the  several  owners. 

These  camp-meetings  were  great  events  among  the  Metho- 
dists. God  was  worshipped  with  greater  fervor  and  intensity,  if 
with  no  more  sincerity,  than  now.  The  sermons  and  exhorta- 
tions were  earnest  and  vivid,  and  appealed  to  one's  danger 
rather  than  to  his  duty.  The  social  meetings  were  marked  with 
great  fervor  of  feeling,  and  the  "Umw  of  strength"  was  a  frc([uent 
manifestation,  especially  during  the  last  night  of  the  meeting, 
which  was  largely  spent  In  prayer  by  the  worshippers.  One  of 
the  peculiar  rules  of  this  meeting  was  that  the  men  and  women 
must  be  seated  separately  in  the  public  congregations,  and  so 
strict  were  the  authorities  in  enforcing  the  rule  that  on  one  oc- 
casion when  a  man  and  his  wife  with  an  infant  in  arms  ventured 
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to  take  seats  together,  the  presiding  elder  arose  in  the  desk  and 
stated  that  such  a  thing  could  not  be  tolerated.  During  tlie 
fifties,  ttie  Alexandria  camp-meeting  was  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  state,  arid  was  attended  by  people  and  societies  from  a  great 
distance.  There  were  usually  tents  from  Manchester,  Nasluia, 
Lowell,  and  Boston.  When  Rev.  H.  H.  Hartwell  was  pastor  of 
the  Elm  Street  church  in  Nfauchestcr,  he  came  willi  a  party  of 
one  hundred.  Nearly  half  this  number  were  non-pro FessoTs 
when  they  came,  but  all  were  professed  Christians  when  they 
returned.  Many  hundreds  here  commenced  the  Christian  life, 
among  them  Rev,  E.  R.  Wilkins  of  the  New  Hampshire  con- 
ference. The  leading  spirits  in  the  maintenance  of  this  meeting 
were  the  presiding  elders  and  circuit-riders  of  the  district,  and 
members  of  the  local  church,  among  them  Col.  0.  P.  Fowler, 
Abram  DoUoff,  Aaron  Kidder,  Jonathan  Emmons,  Jacob  N. 
Darling  who  usually  kept  the  boarding  tent,  Rev.  Caleb  S. 
Beede,  and  Rev.  Walter  Sleeper. 

The  prosperity  of  1838  and  1839  was  continued  under  the 
labors  of  Rev.  Reuben  Dearborn  ■  and  Rev.  John  Evelith  in 
in  1840,  and  of  Mr.  Dearborn  and  Rev.  Henry  H.  Hartwell  in 
1841,  and  thirty-six  additions  were  nmdi:  to  tlie  church  duriug 
these  two  years.  In  1S43,  there  was  another  season  oE  depn.-sstou 
under  Rev.  J.  C,  Croninck.  He  wa.s  carriwl  away  with  the 
Mitlerite  doctrine  of  the  day,  and  carried  most  of  the  church 
with  him.  The  burden  of  thought,  of  conversation,  and  of  the 
themes  of  the  pulpit  was  the  immediate  coming  of  Christ. 
Crops  were  left  ungathered,  business  was  neglected,  and  strong 
minds  lost  their  balance.  The  excitement  of  the  public  was  in- 
tense. Fortunately  for  the  church  and  the  community,  in  the 
spring  of  1843,  Rev.  Nathaniel  W.  Aspenwall  was  sent  here. 
Under  his  prudent  and  wise  guidance  public  excitement  was 
allayed,  and  gradually  the  church  cast  off  the  false  teachings 
and  theories  of  the  hour.  At  the  commencement  of  his  pas- 
torate, the  Bristol  church  became  a  station.  Mr.  Aspenwall' 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Lewis  Howard, '  Rev.  C.  L.  McCurdy, ' 
Rev,  A.  C.  Manson, '  Rev.  Calvin  Holman, '  and,  in  1853,  Rev. 
Samuel  Kelley.  All  were  good  men,  capable  and  discreet,  and 
under  their  leadership  the  church  had  nine  years  ot  prosperity. 
In  1850,  the  society  purchased  a  dwelling  (or  a  parsonage,  on 
Spring  street,  and,  in  1851,  the  New  Hampshire  ainiual  con- 
ference was  held  with  this  church  with  much  profit  to  the  people. 

Rev.  Newell  Culver'  commenced,  in  1859,  a  pastorate  of 
two  years,  and  the  second  year  the  chapel  on  Spring  street  was 

'  Rev.  Reuben  Dearborn  was  bora  in  Loudon,  Feb.  14,  1809,  and  died 
at  Salem,  Not.  3,  1890.  He  became  a  memtier  of  the  New  Ilompslnre 
conference  in  1835,  and  was  in  the  efiective  tanks  for  forty  years,  includ- 
ing Biz  years  as  presiding  elder.  He  was  one  of  the  strong  men  of  liis 
day  and  left  hia  niipress  ou  liis  native  stale. 

■  See  Genealogies. 
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enlarged  and  remodeled.  An  addition  was  made  on  the  front, 
affording  room  lor  a  pipe  organ.  The  floor  was  relaid  on  a 
level,  the  pulpit  located  in  the  north  end,  and  the  seats  were 
turned  around.  This  change  added  ten  pews  and  cost  $900. 
About  1865,  the  first  pipe  organ  was  placed  in  the  church. 

In  1866,  the  conference  sent  Rev.  James  Thurston  to  be 
pastor  of  this  church.  His  pastorate  covered  three  years  of  per- 
fect harmony  between  pastor  and  people,  and  these  relations  were 
severed  only  lx;catiHc  ol  the  expiration  of  the  time  limit.  Mr. 
Thnrslon  wa.s  lN)ni  in  Dnxton,  Mc,  Mar.  i3,  1816,  and  died  in 
Dover,  Sept.  15,  1899,  alter  sixty-one  years  in  the  Christian 
ministry.  He  was  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  in 
1885,  was  twice  chaplain  of  the  house,  and  was  a  member  and 
chaplain  of  the  state  constitutional  convention  of  1889.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  he  had  been  a  Mason  for  fifty-four  years. 
He  was  n  man  of  rare  gifts,  symmetrical  character,  genial,  of 
deep  piety  and  interest  in  his  fellowmen,  and  was  greatly  be- 
loved by  all. 

In  April,  1869,  Rev.  A.  E.  Drew  was  stationed  in  Bristol. 
In  August,  following,  the  society  bought  the  present  parsonage 
at  a  cost  of  about  $3,000,  or  $1,500  above  the  value  of  the  old. 
In  the  fall  of  this  year,  occurred  a  great  revival  of  religion 
under  his  labors.  More  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  professed 
religion;  tliirty-five  of  whom  were  heads  of  families.  In  four- 
teen instances  husband  and  wife  came  together  to  the  altar,  and 
ninety-six  were  received  on  probation  as  the  fruit  of  this  work. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1870,  Henry  F.  Duraut  cante 
to  llristnl  as  an  evangelist  and  connncnced  union  meetings. 
Most  of  the  services  were  held  in  the  Methodist  church,  and  at 
every  service,  afternoon  and  evening,  the  church  was  filled  with 
an  earnest  audience.  Over  four  hundred  presented  themselves 
at  the  altar  for  prayers.  The  fruit  of  this  revival  was  about 
equally  divided  among  the  three  churches. 

Prosperity  attended  the  society  during  all  the  time  it  occu- 
pied this  chapel,  and  additions  were  made  from  year  to  year. 
When  it  finally  bade  adieu  to  this  edifice  for  a  still  more  modem 
one,  its  membership  numbered  three  hundred  and  forty-two — 
the  second  in  numbers  in  the  conference.  Following  this  re- 
vival, Mr.  Drew  agitated  the  subject  of  building  a  new  church. 
He  was  young  and  ambitious  and  infused  into  the  people  much 
of  his  own  zeal.  His  plan  was  to  build  a  church  costing  about 
$13,000  and  take  subscriptions  to  cover  the  anionnt  payable  i« 
five  annual  instalments.  The  subscriptions  were  to  be  on  in- 
terest till  paid,  thus  providing,  it  was  thought,  for  the  accumula- 
tion of  interest  on  the  debt.  The  church  voted  to  build  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  $13,000,  provided  this  amount  in  pledges 
cotdd  be  obtained.  The  pastor  went  through  the  charge  and 
gathered  in  the  fruit  of  Iiis  year's  agitation  of  the  subject  and 
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soon  reported  that  the  stipulated  subscription  had  been  obtained. 
June  18,  1870,  the  quarterly  conference  voted  to  build  a  modern 
Gothic  church,  provided  the  whole  cost  at  dedication  should 
not  exceed  by  more  than  $[,500  the  amount  tlien  pledged. 
William  A.  Berry,  Esq.,  P.  G.  Carlcton,  and  Hon.  L.  W.  Fling 
were  elected  a  building  committee.  This  committee  purchased 
the  land  and  buildings  then  owned  by  George  W.  Dow,  on 
North  Main  street  for  ^2,125,  and  later  the  old  chapel  was  sold 
to  T.  T.  Drake  for  (1,300,  and  by  him  transformed  into  a  dwell- 
ing-house. Plans  and  specifications  were  furnished  by  Thomas 
Stlloway,  architect,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  the  contract  to  do  the 
wood  work  was  let  to  Messrs.  Mead  8c  Mason,  of  Lebanon. 
Work  was  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1S71,  the  cornerstone 
being  laid  May  9.  Rev.  G.  W.  Norris,  the  pastor,  conducted 
the  services  and  Rev.  BUsha  Adams  made  an  address.  The 
new  church  was  dedicated  Feb.  i,  1872,  the  dedicatory  sermon 
being  preached  by  Rev.  Ira  G.  Bidwell,  of  the  New  England 
conference.  This  church  was  86x51  feet,  the  audience  room 
being  74x50  feet.  The  entrance  on  the  front  was  by  three 
doors  oi>ening  into  the  vestibule.  Three  or  four  steps  from  the 
vestibule  on  the  right  and  left  led  down  to  the  main  vestry ;  and 
a  flight  of  eight  or  ten  steps  on  the  right  and  left  led  to  a  hall 
above,  from  which  a  door  at  each  of  the  four  aisles  afforded  en- 
trance to  the  auditorium.  Stairs  in  the  tower  led  from  the  hall 
to  the  gallery  above.  There  were  one  hundred  and  two  pews  on 
the  main  floor  and  sixteen  in  the  gallery,  affording  about  six 
hundred  and  seventy-five  sittings.  Its  broad  aisles  and  ample 
space  in  and  about  the  altar  when  utilized  afforded  two  hundred 
or  more  additional  sittings.  The  pulpit  was  in  the  east  end, 
the  orchestra  in  the  rear  of  the  pulpit,  both  connected  by  stairs 
with  the  floor  below.  The  vestries  occupied  the  entire  first  floor 
and  consisted  of  main  vestry,  52  x  48  tcct,  snmll  vestry  for  week- 
day evening  meetings,  kitchen,  pastor's  room,  library  room,  and 
bell  room. 

In  April,  following  the  dedication  of  this  church,  the  New 
Hampshire  conference  held  its  annual  session  here.  Bishop 
Janes  presiding.  The  church  was  a  beautiful  structure,  an 
ornament  to  the  place  and  the  pride  of  the  society ;  but  its  cost 
bad  largely  exceeded  the  original  intentions  and  reached  with 
lot  and  furnishings,  (19,520,  not  including  the  bell  which  cost 
(800  —  a  present  from  Hon.  S,  S.  Sleeper,  S.  S.  Merrill,  and 
W.  H.  Abel.  The  Ladies'  society  assumed  the  cost  of  furnish- 
ing the  church,  amounting  to  $2,327 ;  but  deducting  this  amount 
the  society  found  itself  with  a  debt  on  its  hands  of  over  (5,000 
above  original  subscriptions.  To  make  matters  worse,  as  time 
passed,  many  of  the  subscriptions  became  worthless  by  reason 
of  deaths,  removals,  and  financial  embarrassments,  interest 
accumulated,  and  in  January,   1876,  this  oppressive  debt  had 
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readied  $12,000,  while  tlie  unpaid  pledges  cousldered  good 
amounted  to  less  than  $3,000,  thus  leaving  over  (9,000  to  be  pro- 
vided for.  At  this  time.  Rev.  J,  M,  Durrell  was  pastor  ol  this 
church,  aud  he  bent  his  energies  to  raise  by  subscription  the 
amount  needed  to  remove  this  heavy  load.  One  member  made 
his  subscription  $3,000,  and  many  others  made  heroic  sacri- 
fices to  pay  oS  the  debt;  and  so  successful  was  Mr.  Durrell 
in  his  efforts  that  in  April,  following,  the  last  dollar  for  which 
the  trustees  were  responsible  was  paid  and  the  church  debt  was 
declared  to  be  wiped  out.  lint  this  really  was  not  the  last  of 
this  church  debt.  Though  the  ladies  still  owed  $100  of  the  large 
amount  they  had  assumed  on  the  completion  of  the  building, 
they  stepped  forward  aud  paid  the  last  $1,597  °^  tbe  debt, 
borrowing  the  money  lor  this  purpose,  that  the  trustees  might 
be  released  from  furtlier  liability.  The  trustees  turned  over 
to.  the  ladies  unpaid  s ill )script ions  nmoiinting  to  $841.  The 
I,ndics'  .society  lliiis  had  a  new  debt  of  large  proiKirtioiis  011 
its  hands,  and  it  went  to  work  with  renewed  energy ;  and  by 
sociables,  dinners  and  suppers,  concerts  aud  other  eiitertaiu- 
nieiits,  ere  long  had  the  satisfaction  of  paying  the  last  dollar  of 
its  burden.  The  debt  was  paid  at  last,  but  no  one  would  dare 
say  that  the  society  has  even  yet  fully  recovered  from  its  de- 
pressing influence. 

James  Pike,  D.  D.,  assumed  the  pastoral  charge  of  this 
church  in  1882.  Though  in  poor  health,  he  at  once  entered 
n)>on  his  work  willi  characteristic  thorouglmess.  In  locating 
the  members  of  his  church,  he  found  twenty-two  resident  in 
Hill;  fifty-four,  hi  Alexandria;  twenty-two,  in  Bridgewater, 
and  thirty-four  in  Hebron.  His  two  years'  labor  with  this  peo- 
ple resulted  in  adding  fifty-four  to  the  membership,  and  leaving 
the  church  stronger  than  it  had  been  for  some  years.  Dr.  Pike 
was  one  of  God's  noblemen.  He  was  a  great  man  in  breadth  of 
mind.  The  purity  of  his  life  both  public  and  private  was  be- 
yond suspicion.  He  accepted  office  both  civil  and  military  from 
the  same  high  sense  of  duty  with  which  he  entered  the  pulpit. 
Dr.  Pike  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Mass.,  Nov.  10,  1818.  He 
joined  the  New  Hampshire  conference  in  1841.  He  represented 
his  state  in  the  national  house  of  representatives  for  four  years, 
from  1855,  and  served  nine  months  in  the  Union  army  as  colonel 
of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  N,  H.  Volunteers.  Of  his  minis- 
terial career,  eighteen  years  were  passed  an  presiding  elder.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  General  Conference  four  times.  He  rcpre- 
.sciiled  his  conference  in  the  Kcnnienical  Council  o(  Methodist 
bodies  nl  Cincinnati  in  1876,  and  at  the  centennial  celebration 
ol  Methodism  in  America  at  Baltimore  in  1884.  In  1S71,  he  was 
the  Republican  nominee  for  governor  of  New  Hampshire.  He 
died  at  Newfields,  July  27,  1895. 

Sunday  morning,  Feb.  3,  1889,  the  church  was  destroyed 
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by  fire.  The  congregation  had  assembled  for  worship  as  usnal ; 
the  opening  exercises  were  concluded,  and  the  pastor,  Rev,  Otis 
Cole,  had  announced  his  text  and  spoken  a  sentence  or  two 
when  fire  was  discovered  under  the  floor  of  the  orchestra. 
How  the  fire  originated  will  never  be  known,  though,  when  dis- 
covered, its  proximity  to  the  stove  in  the  vestry  under  the 
orchestra  fixed  the  responsibility.  All  efforts  to  .save  the  struc- 
ture were  futile.  By  a  singular  coincidence  the  water  was  shut 
oU  from  the  aqueduct  but  an  hour  or  so  before  the  fire  occurred, 
to  allow  repairs  to  be  made  on  the  pipe,  and  no  water  was  at 
hand.  In  a  brief  space  of  time  all  that  remained  of  this  beauti- 
ful structure  was  a  smoking  mass  of  ruins.  The  four  stately 
maples  in  front  of  the  church  were  also  destroyed  —  an  irrepara- 
ble los.^.  The  piano,  settees  from  the  vestry,  and  other  movable 
furniture  were  saved.  There  was  an  insurance  of  $6,000  on  the 
church,  which  was  promptly  paid  by  the  insurance  companies 
carrying  the  risk.  The  Congregational  and  Free  Baptist  churches 
were  promptly  and  generously  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Methodists,  who,  the  following  Sunday  worshipped  with  the  Con- 
gregational ists  and  the  next  Sunday  with  the  Free  Baptists. 
From  this  time  on,  till  another  church  was  erected  and  dedi- 
cated, they  worshipped  in  the  town  hall. 

Tlic  prosiKtt  of  rebuilding  was  dLscnuragiiig  in  the  ex- 
treme, but  the  subject  was  agitated  at  once.  The  first  formal 
action  was  taken  at  a  meeting  of  the  society  held  at  the  vestry  of 
the  Free  Baptist  church  March  13,  1S89,  when,  after  a  general 
discussion  of  the  subject,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  church  with  audi- 
torium and  vestries  on  one  fioor,  at  a  cost  of  about  $8,000  above 
the  foundation,  and  that  subscriptions  be  solicited  to  the  amount 
of  $2,000  to  supplement  the  $6,000  received  from  insurance. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  quarterly  conference  held  at  tlic  resi- 
dence of  David  Mason  May  20,  following,  Rev.  Otis  Cole,  W. 
A.  Berry,  and  Albro  Wells  were  elected  a  building  committee. 
This  committee  was  unable  to  contract  the  work  at  satisfactory 
rates- and  proceeded  to  build  by  day  labor,  placing  the  work 
under  the  charge  of  Daniel  M.  Page,  of  Tilton,  as  master  work- 
man. The  present  structure  has  an  extreme  measurement  of 
ninety-four  feet  six  inches  by  fifty-one  feet  two  inches.  The 
audience  room,  not  including  orchestra,  is  fifty-four  feet  two 
inches  by  fifty  feet.  The  pulpit  is  located  in  the  east  end,  and 
for  economy  of  space,  is  just  inside  the  orchestra  line,  the 
orchestra  in  the  rear.  The  space  occupied  by  the  pulpit  and 
orchestra  is  12x26  feet.  In  the  corner  to  the  right  of  the 
orchestra  is  the  organ  loft,  12  x  12  feet.  The  opposite  corner  is 
occupied  by  stairway  to  basement  and  passageways  to  orchestra 
and  platform.  Connected  with  the  audience  room  on  the  front 
with  folding  doors,  is  a  vestry  32x26  feet;  over  the  vestry,  a 
parlor  of  the  same  size  which  may  be  used  as  a  gallery  by 
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tlirowiiig  Open  a  folding  partition.  Tliere  are  lour  entrances. 
At  the  tiortliwe^t  corner  is  a  porch  nine  by  five  feet  eight 
inches,  which  opens  into  a  vestibule  nineteen  feet  long  and  from 
six  to  eight  feet  ten  inches  in  width.  This  opens  in  front  to  the 
audience  room  and  on  the  right  to  the  vestry.  In  the  south- 
west comer  is  the  tower  which  has  an  entrance  in  front  and  one 
in  the  rear  from  the  porte-cochere  into  a  vestibule  23  x  13  feet. 
From  this  vestibule  is  the  main  entrance  to  the  auditorium  and 
to  the  vestry  on  the  left.  From  this  also  a  stairway  four  feet 
wide  extends  to  the  lauding  above,  five  feet  four  inches  by 
eleven  feet,  connecting  with  the  parlor.  In  tlie  northeast  comer 
is  an  entrance  for  the  pastor  and  singers. 

The  tower  is  fourteen  feet  square.  It  is  forty-four  feet  from  ' 
sill  to  bell-deck  on  which  is  a  fine  bell  weighing  1,720  pounds, 
recast  from  the  old  one.  It  is  eighty  feet  to  top  of  tower.  The 
height  of  the  audience  room  is  thirty-six  feet  at  the  apex.  It  is 
finished  in  cyjircHS  and  sheathed  overhead  aud  also  on  the  sides 
to  the  height  of  about  four  feet  from  the  floor.  The  trusses  are 
exposed  to  view,  encased  in  cypress.  Tlie  floor  and  stair-treads 
are  of  birch,  and  all  wood-work  is  finished  in  its  natural  color, 
and  a  very  pleasing  effect  is  thus  secured.  No  carpets  are  laid 
except  in  the  walks  and  on  the  platform,  and  the  pews,  of  red 
oak,  are  without  upholstery.  The  pews  are  of  varying  lengths 
and  placed  in  a  semi-circle,  affording  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  sittings.  The  vestry  will  scat  one  hundred  and  fifty  or 
more,  and  the  parlor  a  like  nunilwr;  and  when  vestry  and 
|)arlor  are  o{)ened  into  the  auditorium  the  capacity  of  the  house 
is  easily  carried  above  seven  hundred.  The  whole  building, 
except  the  parlor,  is  heated  by  a  combination  steam  and  hot  air 
furnace,  and  is  lighted  with  electricity.  The  entire  cost  of 
re-buildiug,  including  necessary  changes  in  foundation  and 
grading  and  (300  for  furnishings  paid  by  the  ladies,  was 
ii  1,000.  Hon.  S.  S.  Sleeper,  of  Boston,  contributed  $300 ;  and 
Hon.  L.  D.  Brown  of  Philadelphia,  $100.  Moses  W.  Merrill, 
of  Boston,  gave  $100  for  a  pew  for  the  exclusive  use  of  aged 
persons  or  strangers. 

This  church  was  dedicated  June  12,  1890,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
Bishop  R.  S.  Foster  preached ;  text,  Rom,  i :  20,  and  John 
I  :  10;  topic,  "The  Eternity  and  Omnipotence  of  God."  The 
dedicatory  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Norris,  presiding 
elder.  Rev,  J.  E.  RobiiLS,  Rev.  D.  J.  Smith,  and  the  pastor,  Rev, 
Otis  Culc,  also  assisted  in  the  service.  In  the  evening,  at  7  :  30 
o'clock,  Rev,  W.  N.  Brodbeck,  D,D.,  preached  a  sermon  from 
Acts  13;  topic,  "The  Needs  of  the  Church,"  Rev.  G.  W. 
Norris,  Rev.  Otis  Cole,  Rev.  D.  J.  Smith,  and  Bishop  Foster 
assisted  in  this  service. 

The  fine  pipe  organ,  that  now  does  service  in  this  church, 
was  purchased  in  the  spring  of  1892,  through  the  efforts  of  Rev. 
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R.  T.  Wolcott,  who  was  pastor  here  in  1891  and  1893.  It  lias 
two  manuals,  six  hundred  and  thirteen  pipes,  and  cost  $1,750. 

Under  the  conditions  that  existed  seventy-five  years  and 
more  ago,  the  local  preacher  filled  an  important  place  in  the 
economy  of  Methodism.  He  was  always  ready  to  supply  the 
pulpit  when  the  circuit-rider  could  not  be  present.  He  did 
much  ot  the  pcistoral  work  of  the  day,  visiting  the  sick,  offi- 
ciating at  funerals,  and  holding  neightmrhood  meetings.  Uristol 
was  greatly  blessed  for  half  a  century  with  the  presence  and 
services  of  Rev.  Walter  Sleeper.'  His  field  of  work  was  where- 
ever  duty  called.  He  alternated  with  the  circuit-rider  in  hold- 
ing meetings  in  the  Locke  neighborhood  ;  he  was  a  supply  for 
the  church  in  the  Borough,  and  at  South  Alexandria.  He  held 
services  at  the  foot  of  the  lake,  at  Alexandria,  Hridgcwatcr, 
and  elsewhere.  His  christian  life  and  disinterested  labors  made 
him  revered  and  loved  by  all.  There  were  many  others  who 
labored  here  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time. 

Rev.  James  Huckins  was  a  local  preacher  here  in  1829,  and 
was  recommended  for  admission  to  the  annual  conference.  This 
same  year,  the  license  of  Rev.  Samuel  O.  Fletcher  was  renewed. 
Rev.  Philo  Bronson,  who  was  junior  preacher  on  this  charge 
in  1835,  was  a  local  preacher  here.  Rev.  Caleb  S.  licctle,  a 
circuit-rider  here  in  1829,  married  Mary  Worlhcn,  a  grand- 
daughter of  Hannah  Worthen,  of  the  first  class,  and  later  located 
here,  and  was  for  ten  years  an  active  local  preacher.  There 
were  also  Rev.  Philip  C.  Bean,  Rev.  David  Powell,  Rev.  Eben- 
ezer  Blodgett,  and  others.  The  exhorter  was  also  a  valuable 
assistant  of  the  preacher  in  charge.  In  the  early  years  of  this 
church  John  Clough  filled  this  ofiice  with  great  efficiency  and 
lield  meetings  in  the  various  neighborhoods  of  the  town.  I<ewis 
S.  Skiimer  was  licensed  as  an  exhorter  in  1819,  and  John  Page 
in  1833.  This  office  has  not  been  filled  for  many  years  in  tliis 
church. 

Class- meetings  were  for  many  years  the  spiritual  barometers 
of  the  church.  Every  member  possessed  of  spiritual  life  and 
power  was  a  weekly  attendant  at  the  class-meeting,  and  an 
absence  of  a  few  months  or  even  weeks  was  thought  to  indicate 
that  the  person  was  not  fit  to  he  continued  as  a  member  of  the 
church.  There  were  large  classes  at  Hill,  Alexandria,  Hebron, 
and  Bridgewater  and  in  various  neighborhoods  in  town.  Benj. 
Locke  was  class-leader  for  many  years  in  the  Locke  neighbor- 
hood,' and  was  succeeded  by  Jonathan  Emmons.     Mr.  Emmons 

'  See  Genealogies. 

"  For  many  years,  meetings  were  held  about  as  regularlyin  the  school- 
hoase  in  tbe  Locke  neighborhood  as  at  Itristol  villoge.  Denj.  l,ocke  was 
a  leader.  These  were  the  days  of  tbe  "noisy  Metbodists,"  and  those 
who  remembered  these  meetings  asserted  that  the  shonting  of  Mr.  Locke 
and  others  could  be  heard  at  New  Hampton  village,  a  uiile  uud  a  half 
distant. 
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frequently  walked  five  miles  to  meet  liis  class,  while  many  of 
the  female  members  walked  three  aud  even  four  miles  to  attend. 
Even  as  late  as  1871,  there  were  seven  well-sustained  classes  in 
connection  with  this  church,  in  different  parts  of  the  charge. 
In  June  of  that  year,  the  average  attendance  oi  tlie  two  classes 
in  Bristol  village  was  over  forty  each.  This  meeting  has  greatly 
declined  in  favor  among  Methodists. 

In  1824,  Sunday-schools  were  first  established  in  Bristol  by 
N.  S.  Berry,  Wni.  Lewis,  and  Jonathan  Emmons.  They  were 
ncightK>rhood  .schools  and  undenominational.  Mr.  Lewis  had 
charge  of  the  school  in  this  village,  Mr.  Berry  of  one  at  the  foot 
of  the  lake,  and  Jonathan  Emmons  one  in  the  Locke  neighbor- 
hood. Later  in  this  village  each  church  had  its  school,  while 
neighborhood  schools  were  continued  for  many  years  in  the  out- 
distncts. 

Previous  to  the  summer  of  1874,  the  usual  Sunday  services 
4)1  the  clinruh  were,  preaching  in  the  morniiit;  at  lo:  30  o'clock; 
Sunday-school  at  12  m.;  preaching  at  i  o'clock,  and  prayer- 
meeting  at  5  o'clock  or  later.  In  July  of  this  year,  in  keeping 
with  the  trend  of  the  times,  the  afternoon  preaching  service  was 
dispensed  with  in  the  Methodist  and  Congregational  churches. 

The  centennial  of  organized  Methodism  in  Bristol  was  ob- 
served Oct.  22-24,  >90i<  iu  connection  with  a  Concord  District 
preachers'  meeting.  An  historical  address  was  given  by  R.  W, 
Musgrove,  and  reminiscences  by  Mrs.  Myra  S.  Judkins.  Rev, 
S.  S.  Cnnimings,  of  llo-ston;  Rev.  II.  II.  llnrtwcU,  Suncook; 
Rev.  Josiah  Hoo|>er,  Mill  Village;  Rev,  Otis  Cole,  Haverhill, 
Mass.;  Rev.  R.  T.  Wolcott,  Suncook,  all  former  pastors,  aud 
Miss  Clara  Cushman,  dnughter  of  Rev.  Lewis  P.  Cushman,  a 
former  pastor,  were  present  and  had  prominent  places  on  the 
program. 

The  papers  presented  at  the  preachers'  meeting  were  large- 
ly of  an  historical  nature.  Those  who  took  part,  not  named 
above,  were  Rev.  O,  S.  Baketel,  D.D.,  of  Manchester,  presid- 
ing elder ;  Rev.  A.  P.  Reynolds,  West  Thornton ;  Rev.  Wm. 
Warren,  Tilton ;  Rev.  C.  U.  Dunning.  Franklin  Falls ;  Rev.  W. 
M.  Cleaveland,  Plymouth;  Rev.  A.  L.  Smith,  Penacook;  Rev. 
R,  E.  Thompson,  Gilford;  Rev.  Joseph  Simpson,  Concord; 
Rev.  C.  D.  Hills,  Laconia;  Rev.  E.  C.  Strout,  Concord;  Rev. 
E.  C.  E.  Dorion,  Ashland.  The  pastor,  Rev.  L.  D.  Bragg,  had 
charge  of  the  services.  Mrs.  L.  D.  Bragg  .spoke  in  behalf  of  the 
Woman's  Home  Missionary  society,  and  Miss  Cushman  for  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  .society.  Rev.  J.  W.  Savage  of 
tlie  Congregational  church  and  Rev.  T.  J.  Winslade  of  the  Free 
Baptist  church  also  made  addresses. 

SALARIES 
The  early   itinerant   preachers   had   no  stipulated  salary. 
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Rev.  Elijah  Hedding  received  for  the  first  ten  years  of  his  minis- 
try, $45  per  year.  Rev.  Solomon  Sias  received  lor  his  services 
in  i8ti,  $1.04  above  his  traveling  expenses.  Rev,  David  Kil- 
bitm,  speaking  of  fonr  years  previous  to  1818,  said  "neither 
preacher  nor  presiding  elder  received  $ioo  per  year  (or  his  ser- 
vices." In  1838,  Rev.  Holman  Drew  was  paid  as  senior  preacher 
on  the  Bridgewater  circnit,  $286.50,  and  Rev.  Moody  Manihall, 
jnnior  preacher,  $103.53.  *"  1840,  Rev.  Ren1>cu  Dearltoni  was 
paid  $330,  and  his  assistant,  $106.  When  Bristol  became  a 
station,  in  1843,  the  salary  paid  was  $312.  One  year  later  it  was 
t375'i  in  1852,  it  was  I400;  in  1859,  it  was  (500;  in  1865,  it 
was  increased  to  $750,  and  three  years  later  advanced  to  $850 ; 
in  1870,  to  $950.  In  1873,  the  church  paid  the  largest  salary  in 
its  history  —  $1,250.  The  next  three  years  the  salary  was 
$1,200,  and  then  for  two  years  it  was  $1,000;  then  for  a  few 
years  the  amount  paid  was  $950.  In  1884,  it  dropped  to  $850, 
and  three  years  later  was  raised  to  $900,  where  it  remained  for 
nine  years.  In  1896,  it  again  went  up  to  $1,000,  but,  in  1901, 
dropped  to  $900.  These  figures  include  the  use  of  the  parson- 
age, iot  which  from  $100  to  $300  was  charged  per  year. 

MSMBBKSHIP 

Tlie  statistics  of  the  early  ycar-lK>oks  are  not  entirely  relia- 
ble, but  they  furnish  the  only  available  source  of  information 
concerning  the  membership  of  this  church.  According  to  this 
authority,  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  after  the  organization  of 
the  first  class  at  Bridgewater  village,  the  membership  was  ten ; 
in  1810,  205;  1820,'  145;  1830,  275;  1840,"  313;  1850,  181; 
1860,223;  1870,340;  1880,  305;  1890,  266;  1900,  223;  1903, 
204. 

ROU.  OP  PASTORS 

New  York  Conference  —  New  London  District 
1801     Asher  Smith 

Vershire  District  —  Bridgewater  Circuit 
1803     Reuben  Jones 

Vermont  District 
1803     Elijah  Hedding 

'Id  1819,  the  membership  was  reported  as  361.  The  decrease  is  evi- 
dently accounted  for  by  a  transfer  of  membership  to  the  Canaan  drcuit. 

'In  1843.  the  membership  of  the  BriBtol  church  was  reported  08490; 
the  next  ycnr,  ns  only  J75.  As  llicre  wns  u  corrcs]>oiidiiiK  ducrciisc 
Uiroughout  the  conferetict,  where  the  totui  loss  rtporttii  wiia  3.451,  the 
difference  is  only  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  gronuil  of  a  cbuiige  in  the 
method  of  eDumenttion, 
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New  Ktigtaiid  Coii(crciicc 
Caleb  Diistiii 
Lcwi.s  Uates 
Martin  Kuter 
Benjamin  Bishop 
Joel  Winch 
Joseph  Farrar 
William  Hunt 
Leonard  Frost 
Warren  Bannister 
Joseph  Lull 
Abner  Clark 
Leonard  Bennett 
John  W.  Hardy 
Richard  Emery 
John  I'nyne 
.  John  Lewis 
John  Wilkinson 
Jonathan  Wortheu 
Hezekiah  Davis 
Leonard  Frost 


New  Hampshire  District 
li7        Job  Pratt 
liS        Orin  Koberts 

Damon  Young 
ti9  Amasa  Cowles 
!ao  Charles  Baker 
tsi         Wallace  Locke 

Bristol  Circuit 


1822-23  Caleb  Dustin 
1824        James  Templeton 
Joseph  Kellum 
David  Stick  ney 
Amasa  Buck 
Moses  Sanderson 
Matthew  Newhall 
Richard  Newhall 
William  Kimball 
Sereno  Fisk 
John  Adams 
Caleb  S.  fieede 


1825 
[S26 


[827 
1828 


[829 


New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  Conference  —  Plymouth  District 
1830      James  B.  H.  Norris        1831        James  B.  H.  Norris 
Sylvester  P.  Williams  Samuel  Hackctt 

New  Hampshire  Conference  —  Plymouth  District 


1832 

Natliauiel  Udd 

1836 

Matthew  Newhall 

S.  P.  Williams 

E.  PetUngiU 

■833 

Warren  Wilbur 

1837 

James  Dow 

Salmon  Gleason 

A.  H.  Worthing 

■834 

Salmon  Gleason 

■838-39 

1  Holman  Drew 

Loren  H.  Gordon 

Moody  P.  Mal^hall 

i»35 

Mattlicw  Newhall 

.840 

Renbcn  Dearborn 

I'ltilo  Uloiison 

John  English 

Haverhill  District 
Reuben  Dearborn  1847-48  Converse  L-  McCurdy 


Henry  H.  Hartwell 
William  Nelson 
Joseph  C.  Croiuack 
Jesse  Boy  den 
1843-44  Nath'lW,  Aspenwall 
1845-46.  Lewis  Howard 


1843 


849-50  Albert  C.  Maiison 
851-52  Calvin  Holman 

853  Samuel  Kelley 

854  Silas  S.  Cummings 
1855         Lewis  P.  Cushman 


Concord   District 
Lewis  P.  Cushman        1857-58  Josiak  Hooper 
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Concord  District 
1859-60  Newell  Culver  1865        William  H.  Jones 


1861-62  John  Currier 

1863  Geoi^e  N.  Bryant 

1864  J.  W.  Guernsey 


1866-6S  James  Thurston 
1869        Albert  £.  Drew 


Clarcniont  District 


1870       Albert  E.  Drew 
1871-73  George  W.  Norris 
1874-76  Jesse  M.  Durrel! 
1877-78  Harvey  Woodward 
1879-81  Henry  S.  Thompson 
1882-83  James  Pike,  D.D. 
1884-86  John  A.  Bowler 


Presiding  Elders 
1801-03  John  Brodhead 
1803        Joseph  Crawford 
1804-06  John  Brodhead 
1807-08  Elijah  Hedding 
1809-10  Martin  Ruter 
1811-14  Solomon  Sias 
1815-18  David  Kilbtim 
1819-32  Jacob  Sanborn 
1823-36  Benjamin  R.  Hoyt 
1827-29  John  F,  Adams 
1830-31  J.  W.  Hardy 
1832-35  Eleazer  Wells 
1836-39  B.  R.  Hoyt 
1840-43  C.  D.  Cahoon 
1844       Justin  Spalding 
1845-46  Russell  H.  Spalding 
1847-49  Justin  Spalding 
1850-51  Reuben  Dearborn 


1887-90  Otis  Cole 
1891-92  Robert  T.  Wolcott 
1893-97  James  D,  LcGro 
1898        Joseph  h.  Felt 
1899-00  Daniel  Onstott 
1901-02  Lyman  D.  Bragg 


•85>-55 
1856-59 
1860-62 


1863-66 

1867-69 

1870 

1871-72 

1873-76 

1877-80 

1881-84 

1885-89 

1890 

1891-95 

1S96 

1897-02 


William  D.  Cass 
Lewis  Howard 
James   Pike  till   Nov. 
'62,   William   D.  Cass 
balance  of  year 
Elisha  Adams 
Lorenzo  D.  Barrows 
Silas  G.  Kellogg 
James  Pike 
Moses  T.  Cilley 
George  J.  Judkins 
Orlando  H.Jasper 
Joseph  E.  Robins 
George  W.  Norris 
SamnelC.  Kecler 
George  M.  Curi 
Oliver  S.  Baketel 
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RsT.  Albbrt  E,  Driw  Ret.  Qiorob  W.  Norbib 
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CHAPTER  XXIV 

ECCLESIASTICAL  —  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 
AND  SOCIETY 

lloui  the  tolling  of  tlic  bells — 
Irou  belU ! 
What  a  world  of  solemti  thought  their  monodr  compels. 

—  Poe. 

It  has  been  shown  in  previous  pages  that  ministers  of  the 
Congregational  order  held  services  in  Bristol  before  the  dawn  of 
the  ninclcciiUi  century,  coming  largely  from  adjoining  towns 
with  messages  of  love  to  the  people.  The  attention  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Missionary  society  connected  with  -the  Congrega- 
tional chnrch  was  early  called  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  this 
section  of  the  state.  In  1813,  "Rev.  Mr.  Sawyer"  was  employed 
"to  spend  eight  weeks  on  the  highlands  between  Salisbury  and 
Haverhill "  from  the  middle  of  July  till  the  middle  of  September. 
He  visited  New  Chester,  Alexandria,  Daiibury,  Bridgewater, 
Dorchester,  Wentworth,  Warren,  Piermont,  Canaan,  Orange, 
and  Springfield ;  preached  forty  times;  made  one  hundred  and 
sixty  calls;  visited  schoobt,  and  distributed  religious  literature. 
In  1815,  a  missionary  of  this  society  reported  that  Bridgewater 
village  was  "much  improved  ";  tliat  it  had  a  "Reading  society, 
a  Catachetical  society  and  a  Praying  society,"  "all  of  which 
met  encouragement. ' '  Peter  Hazeltoii,  who  kept  tavern  in  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Fisk  block,  was  paid,  in  1817,  (23  for 
boarding  missionaries  while  laboring  here.  Rev.  Thomas  Holt 
labored  ten  weeks,  in  1820,  in  Bristol,  Alexandria,  and  Bridge- 
water.  He  rciK>rted  that  he  was  kindly  receivc<l  In  Bristol 
village,  and  that  a  Congregational  church  might  be  formed  here 
of  ten  or  twelve  members.  The  next  year,  he  labored  thirty- 
three  weeks  in  this  section,  for  the  Missionary  society,  dividing 
his  time  among  Bristol,  Hebron,  Alexandria,  Salisbury,  and 
Northfield.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Amos  W.  Burnham  who 
labored  eighteen  weeks  in  Bristol  village  that  year,  and  several 
months  in  1822.  In  1824,  Kev.  Jacob  C.  Cass  labored  here  five 
weeks. 

In  i82r,  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  of  Concord,  died. 
Mr.  Thompson  was  a  large  owner  of  real  estate  in  Bristol,  and 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  New  Hampshire  Missionary  society. 
He  was  much  interested  in  missionary  work  in  this  section.  In 
his  will  he  made  the  following  bequest  to  the  town  of  Bristol : 
190 
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I  ^ve  and  deyiie  to  tbe  town  of  Bristol  in  the  county  of  Grafton,  the 
following  tracts  of  Und,  to  wit :  lot  Mo.  5  In  the  second  division,  as  laid 
ant  by  the  proprietors  of  New  Chester,  but  which  now  lies  within  the 
jurisdictional  lines  of  the  said  town  of  Bristol ;  also  the  Point  lot,'  bo 
called,  in  the  said  town  of  Bristol,  as  laid  out  by  the  proprietors  of  New 
Chester ;  also  a  lot  of  land,  numbered  7  in  the  ist  division  in  Alexandria, 
in  the  connty  of  Grafton,  to  hold  to  the  said  town  of  Bristol  and  their 
assigns  in  fee  simple  forevCT,  under  the  following  limitations  onA  con- 
ditions, to  wit :  that  those  hinds  or  the  nvnils  of  them  to  lie  n]i|)ro|)rintc.il 
to  the  building  and  completing  of  a  meeting  house  iu  said  Itristol,  ulioiit 
the  size  and  value  of  the  meeting  honse  in  Salisbury  village ;  commonly 
called  Baatman's  village,  and  after  the  general  model  of  said  meeting  house, 
the  pews  to  be  slips  and  the  seats  fastened  down,  so  that  there  shall  not 
be  a  seat  in  the  meeting  house  lifted  up  or  lowered  down  during  public  wor- 
ship ;  the  pulpit  to  be  built  after  the  model  of  tlic  pulpit  in  the  Presbyte- 
rian meeting  house  at  Saratoga  Springs  iu  the  state  of  New  York.  This 
devise  is  on  the  condition  tliat  the  siiid  meeting  house  Ih;  built  and 
conipk-tL'd  by  sniil  town  of  Bristol  within  six  years  from  thu  time  of  my 
decease,  and  upon  the  further  conditions  that  the  taxL-s  of  every  descrii)- 
tioD  upon  saia  devised  lands  be  in  the  meautime  paid  liy  said  town  of 
Bristol,  and  on  the  further  condition  that'  the  pews  in  said  meeting 
house  lie  sold  at  auction  in  the  customary  manner,  and  that  such  a  part 
of  the  avails  of  the  sale  of  pews  as  the  amount  contributed  by  this  devise 
bears  to  the  whole  expense  of  the  building  and  completing  said  meeting 
house  shall  constitute  n  fund  forever  in  the  hands  of  the  snid  town  of 
Bristol,  the  interest  of  wliicb  shall  be  forever  appropriated  to  the  support 
of  the  gospel  i   '   '  '       '         !■       -  -1-    -  .  ,.       ..      «  ... 


At  its  annual  meeting  in  [823,  the  town  voted  to  accept  the 
lands  devised,  but  did  nothing  towards  carrying  out  the  pro- 
visions ol  tlie  will.  Tims  matters  drifted  till  the  annual  meet- 
ing in  1826,  when  the  town  voted  "not  to  build  a  meeting 
house  as  a  town "  but  to  "relinquish  its  rights  ...  to  any 
society  that  would  give  a  sufficient  bond  of  indemnity"  to  the 
town.  A  bond  signed  by  Richard  H.  Snwyer  and  others  wa.s 
presented  and  accepted.  At  that  time,  Rev.  Samuel  Arnold 
was  laboring  here  under  a  commission  from  the  Missionary 
society  to  devote  a  year  to  the  work  in  Bristol,  Alexandria,  and 
Hebron.  Under  his  influence  and  the  stimulus  of  the  above 
vote  the  same  month,  a  paper  was  circulated  iu  Bristol  that  read 
as  follows : 

The  undersigiicd  liuliviilniilH  projiosc  to  form  tlieniselvui  into  a 
society  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  of 
Bristol  and  its  viciui^  the  donations  of  the  late  Thomas  W.  Thompsou 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  his  will.  The  first  meeting  of  said  society 
to  be  bolden  at  the  hall  of  Capt.  Ones.  Page  ■  in  Bristol  village,  Saturday, 
the  35th  of  March,  inst.,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of 

'This  was  one  of  the  original  parsonage  lots,  described  as  "  a  point 
of  laud  on  westerly  side  of  Newfound  pond  and  a  small  island  opposite." 
>  In  the  Fisk  block. 
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orKiiiiiniiiK  "•■^1  sock-ty,  ntiHiiiuiiitr.n  Hiiiliil>lc  c<)rponitt:  iiutuu,  iiiid  Iruiiauut- 
ing  sucli  other  buaincss  as  may  thuu  be  thought  proper. 


Ichabod  C.  Bartlett 
N.  G.  Upham 
A.  L.  Webiter 
Solomou  Cavil 
Philip  WeliBtcr 
R.  II.  RiiwyiT 
Ji-mliiii<.->.'l  Unworn 
Juliii  McClary 
Keubeii  IIosiiieT 
Ones.  Pnge 
Jesse  Sniiborii 
J.  T.  Sauborn 


Naiucs'of  Sobscribers 
Fry  Holt 
filiJBh  Butrick 
Isaiah  Emerson 
Joshua  T.  Page 
Samuel  C.  Itrown 
Mosen  II.  Urmlley 
Jonepli  II.  ICuflliiiiiii 
Siiiiiuc'l  Smith 
Daniel  Sanlmm 
Abbott  Loveioy 
William  L.  Chase 


Jacob  Gnrdy 
David  Sleeper 
Gllman  Ingalls.  Jr. 
Joseph  Moore 
Benjamin  Kidder 
KolicTl  Smith 
AmiM  llri>wii 
David  Chetii-y 
George  W.  Truel 
Aaron  Sleeper 
John  Uttle 


The  first  meeting  of  tlie  subscribers  was  licid  at  the  hall  desig- 
iialed,  on  Saturday,  Mar.  25,  i8a6,  and  at  that  time  a  society  was 
organized.  Moses  H.  Bradley,  Esq.,  was  chosen  chairman,  and 
Dr.  Samuel  Smith,  secretary.  It  was  voted  to  assume  the  name 
and  title  oE  "The  First  Congregational  Society  of  Bristol."  At  a 
meeting  held  Apr.  26,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Hon,  Moses  H. 
Bradley,  Philip  Webster,  and  N.  G.  Upham,  Esq.,  was  elected 
to  take  necessary  steps  looking  to  the  erection  of  a  house  o( 
worship,  and  to  procure  plans  of  the  Salisbury  meeting-house. 
This  meeting  adjourned  to  May  13,  and  then  from  time  to  time 
li))  Dec.  2,  i8a6,  when  N.  G.  Upham,  I'hilip  Wclistcr,  John 
Uttlc,  Kbenezcr  Kendall,  and  R.  H.  Sawyer  were  elected  a 
committee  to  draft  plans,  select  a  lot,  ami  receive  propasaLs 
for  building.  Dec.  1 1 ,  this  committee  reported  that  John  Mason 
and  James  Gordon,  of  New  Hampton,  had  offered  to  build  a 
house  of  one  story  after  a  model  furnished,  for  the  lands  devised 
and  $600  in  money ;  or  one  like  the  Salisbury  meeting-house 
for  the  land  and  $750.  Both  these  offers  were  rejected.  Finally 
Me.ssrs.  Mason  and  Gordon  were  offered  the  lands  and  $595 
in  money  for  a  church  alter  the  nuKlel  of  that  at  Salisbury ;  and 
this  offer  was  accepted.  The  site  selectenl  for  the  church  was 
"  Fry  Holt's  garden,"  and  here  the  church  was  erected.  The 
committee  on  plans  was  made  a  building  committee. 

The  Congregational  church  of  Bristol  was  organized  in  the 
Methodist  chapel,  Nov.  15,  1826,  under  the  name  of  the  "  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Christ  of  Bristol."  The  following 
clergymen  were  present;  Rev.  Jonathan  Ward,  Rev.  Andrew 
Rankin,  and  Rev.  Samuel  Arnold.  Prayers  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Rankin  and  Mr.  Ward  ;  a  sermon  was  preached  by  Mr.  Rankin, 
and  an  address  given  to  the  chnrch  by  Mr.  Ward.  The  follow- 
ing persons  united  with  the  church  at  this  time,  a  meeting  for 
their  examination  having  been  previously  held  at  the  house  of 
Richard  H.  Sawyer: 
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John  Guttersoii,  from  the  chiircli  in  Alexandria. 
Mary  Bradley,  from  the  church  in  Concord, 
Sally  Lewis,  from  the  church  in  New  Hampton. 
Mary  Sawyer,  from  the  chnrch  in  Boscaweti. 
Mary  Bartlett,  by  profession. 
Relief  Sawyer,  by  profession. 
Miriam  I,.  Ifittlc,  by  profession. 
Samuel  Smith,  from  chnrch  in  New  Hampton. 
Susanna  Sawyer,  from  church  in  Boscawen. 
Dorothy  Bowers,  from  church  in  Hill. 

At  this  meeting  all  the  above  named  subscribed  the  following 

ARTlCI.nS  OV  KAITH 

I.  We  believe  that  tliere  is  bnt  one  God,  the  Creator,  Preserver, 
and  Moral  Governor  of  the  universe ;  a  being  of  infinite  power,  knowledge, 
wisdom,  justice,  goodness,  and  truth ;  th«  self-existent,  independent  aud 
immutable  Fountain  of  good. 

3.  We  believe  that  the  scriptnres  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
were  given  by  inspiration  of  God  ;  that  they  are  prohtable  for  doctrine, 
for  reproof,  and  for  instruction  in  righteouaneas  ;  and  Umt  they  an;  our 
only  rule  of  doctrinal  belief  uiid  religious  practice. 

3.  We  believe  that  the  mode  of  divine  existence  is  such  as  lays  a 
foundation  for  a  distinction  into  tlireu  persona,  llie  Father,  the  Son,  und 
llie  Holy  Ghost ;  and  that  these  three  are  one  in  esseuee,  und  equal  iu 
power  and  KI017. 

4.  We  believe  that  God  has  mnde  all  things  for  himself  ;  that  known 
unto  him  are  all  his  works  from  the  beginning ;  and  that  he  governs  all 
things  according  to  the  counsel  of  his  own  will. 

5.  We  bel^ve  that  the  Diviue  law  and  the  principles  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  divine  govemnient  are  perfectly  holy,  just  aud  good  ;  and 
that  all  rational  beings  are  bound  to  approve  them  as  such. 

6.  We  l>elieve  tliat  (lod  at  first  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  a 
state  of  rectitude  and  lioHiiesi,  an<l  that  he  fell  from  that  state  by  trana- 
grcsaing  the  divine  connnand  in  the  article  of  the  forbidden  fruit. 

7.  We  believe  that  in  eoiiHeiiuence  of  t lie  II ml  niKistiiey,  (he  liiiirt  of 
mall  in  his  natural  state  is  di^slitute  of  all  holiness,  and  in  a  state  of  posi- 
tive disaffection  with  the  law,  character  and  government  of  God  ;  and 
that  all  men.  previous  to  regeneration,  are  dead  iu  trespasses  and  sins. 

8.  We  believe,  that  although  the  invitation  of  the  gospel  is  such, 
that  whosoever  will  may  come  and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely ',  yet 
the  depravity  of  the  human  heart  is  such  that  no  man  will  come  to 
Christ,  except  the  Father,  by  the  special  and  efficacious  hilluences  of  his 
spirit,  draw  him. 

9.  We  lidieve  that  Chrint,  the  Son  of  Go<l,  lias,  by  his  obeilieiicu, 
sufferings  and  death,  made  atonement  for  ain  ;  that  he  Is  the  only  Ke 
deemer  of  sinners;  and  that  all,  who  are  saved,  will  be  altogether  in- 
debted to  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God  for  their  Balvation. 

10.  We  believe  that  those  who  emhraee  the  gospel  were  chosen  in 
Christ  before  the  fonndatlou  of  the  world,  that  they  should  be  holy  and 
without  blame  before  him  in  love;  and  that  they  are  saved,  not  by  works 
of  righteousness  which  they  have  done,  but  according  to  the  distinguish- 
ing mercy  of  God  through  sanctilicBtion  of  the  Spirit  and  belief  of  the 
truth, 

II.  We  believe  that  those  who  cordially  embrace  Christ,  although 
they  may  be  left  to  fall  into  sin,  will  never  be  left  finally  to  fall  away  and 
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[>orifi]i ;  but  will  U;  kept  by  tliu  uilgtity  jwwcr  of  God  through  faitli  uuto 
ftolvatiou. 

1 1.  We  believe  tliat  tlicre  will  be  a  general  resurrection  of  the  bodies 
both  of  the  jiiHt  mid  the  uniuiit. 

13.  We  believe  that  all  men  muat  one  day  stand  before  the  judgment 
seat  raf  Christ  to  receive  a  just  and  final  sentence  of  retribntion  according 
to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body ;  and  that,  at  the  da^  of  iudgment,  the  state 
of  all  will  be  unalterably  fixed ;  and  that  the  punishment  of  the  wicked 
and  the  happiness  of  the  righteous  will  be  endless. 

14  We  believe  that  Christ  has  a  visible  clturch  in  the  world,  into 
which  none,  Iti  the  sielit  of  God,  but  real  believers,  and  none,  in  the 
si|;ht  of  men,  but  visible  iielicveni,  have  ri){ht  of  admission. 

15.  We  believe  that  the  sacraments  of  the  New  Testouieut  arc  Bap- 
tism and  the  Lord's  Supper ;  that  believers  in  regular  church  standing 
only  can  consistently  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  that  visible  belleverB 
and  their  households  can  only  consistently  be  emitted  to  the  ordinance 
of  Baptism. 

Dec.  7,  1A26,  Sarali  Hall  was  admitted  to  this  church  by 
k'tkr  [luiii  tlic  chiiroli  at  1  lopkiiiluiu  The  next  sabbath,  Kev. 
Andrew  Uaiikin,  pastor  ol  the  cliiirch  at  Thornlon,  preached, 
adniiiiislercd  the  sacrament  oE  the  Lord's  Sup|>er,  baptized  a 
daughter  ol  Dr.  Samuel  Smith,  and  received  Sally  Minot  itito 
the  chtirch  on  prolesstoii  of  faith.  No  further  meetings  of  the 
chtirch  appear  to  have  been  held  tilt  June  21,  1827,  when  the 
members  assembled  at  the  house  of  R.  H.  Sawyer.  At  this 
time,  Judith  Ayer,  Priscilla  Smith,  and  Alsa  G.  Bowers  pre- 
sented themselves  as  candidates  for  membership,  and  were  ex- 
:iinini.'d.  It  was  voted  lo  receive  them  "at  llic  first  convenient 
opportunity."  This  opportunity  was  Sunday,  July  22,  when 
Rev.  Jonathan  Ward,  of  Plymouth,  preached,  administered  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  baptized  a  son  of  John 
Little.  He  also  received  into  the  church  the  three  candidates 
named  above.  Dr.  Moody  C.  Sawyer,  and  Sarah  Lewis,  all  on 
profession  of  faith.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year,  the  number  of 
members  was,  therefore,  seventeen. 

On  the  eighteentli  day  of  February,  1S27,  there  was  organ- 
ized in  connection  with  the  society  "The  Bristol  Ladies'  Bible 
Association,"  auxiliary  to  the  New  Hampshire  Bible  society. 
Its  object  was  to  aid  in  the  circulation  of  the  Bible,  especially 
among  tlie  destitute.  The  officers  were :  President,  Mrs. 
Susan  Sawyer;  secretary,  Mary  G.  Bradley;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Lucy  Jane  D.  Webster;  collector,  Miss  Mary  Bartlett.  The 
other  menit)cr.'4  were  Anne  Bartlett,  Pamela  P.  Smith,  Kliza  W. 
Lewis,  Priscilla  Smilli,  Polly  II.  Kimball,  Relief  Sawyer,  Nancy 
Put<;e,  Martha  Brown.  Lavinia  Slcei^er,  Sally  Lewis,  and  Olivia 
Tolford. 

The  mecting-hotiHe  was  built  in  the  summer  of  1827.  The 
raising  of  the  frame  occupied  two  days,  and  was  attended  by  a 
large  number  of  people.  A  barrel  of  mm,  provided  for  the  occa- 
sion, stood  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  grounds.     This  sup- 
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ply  did  not  prove  sufficient,  and  a.  half  barrel  was  added  the 
second  day.  Notwithstanding  this  generous  supply,  only  one 
man  showed  the  effects  of  his  libations.  This  man,  after  the 
ridgepole  was  in  place,  climbed  to  the  top,  and  from  that  posi- 
tion sang  a  song. ' 

The  church  edifice,  as  originally  completed,  was  a  two-story 
structure,  nearly  square — 44X  50  feet.  There  was  a  gallery  on 
the  north  and  south  sides  and  west  end.  The  "singing  seats" 
were  in  the  gallery,  on  the  west  end,  opposite  the  pulpit.  The 
gallery  was  reached  by  stairs  on  both  sides  of  the  pulpit.  The 
pulpit  was  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  floor  of  the  gallery,  and 
was  reached  by  a  flight  of  stairs ;  but  there  was  no  sounding- 
board  over  it.  The  church  was  lighted  by  two  rows  of  win- 
dows, one  lor  the  first  and  the  other  for  the  secoud  story.  The 
?:ws  were  of  the  box  variety,  but,  as  provided  iu  the  will  of  Mr. 
hompson,  all  parts  of  the  pews  were  stationary,  so  there  was 
no  lifting  up  or  slamming  down  of  seats  during  divine  wor- 
ship, so  common  in  those  days.  The  dedication  took  place 
Sept.  36,  1827,  at  II  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  The  dedicatory 
sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Francis  Norwoo<l,  of  T^aconia. 
Among  the  incidents  of  the  day  were  the  presentation  of  a  Dible 
for  the  desk  from  Dea.  William  Arnold,  of  Charlestown,  Mass.  ; 
a  hymn-book  from  Kcv.  Samuel  Arnold,  and  a  communion  and 
baptismal  service  from  Rev.  Warren  Fay,  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  at  Charlestown,  Mass. 

The  sale  of  the  pews  commenced  Saturday,  Oct.  13,  at  10 
o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  continued  for  a  part  of  six  days,  till  all  the 
pews  were  disposed  of.  In  payment  for  each,  two  notes  were 
taken,  one  running  to  the  society  for  one-third  the  purchase 
money ;  the  other,  for  two-tliirds  the  purchase  money,  running 
to  the  town,  to  constitute  the  fund  provided  for  in  the  will  of  Mr. 
Thompson.  In  1839,  the  town  turned  these  notes  over  to  Ihc 
society.  In  1855,  this  fund  amounted  to  $800.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  the  sales,  in  the  order  made,  and  the  price  of  each  : 

No.  Name  of  purchaser  Price  No.  Name  of  purchaser  Price 

44  Et>eiiezer  Kendall  ^38.00  -       16  John  Page  f  12.00 

43  Philip  Webster  34-oo  30  Joseph  Rnnhorn  12.00 

41  Abbott  1.0 vujoy  66.00  37  I'ry  Hull  17.™ 

41  Kichard  11.  Sawyer  60.00  35  Sumuel  Hmith  30.00 

40  William  L.  Chase  36.00  19  Koltert  Smith  30.00 

33  Jonathan  Merrill  lo.oo  39  George  h.  Crocker  13.00 

34  Samuel  Sleeper  16.50  33  Samuel  Bryant  li.oo 
30  Peter  C.  Carleton  37.00  3  Arthur  L.  Webster  30.00 
36  Moses  H.  Bradley  35.00  3  Jacob  Gurdy  15.00 
18  Nathaniel  B.  Frost  30.00  38  Levi  Bartlctt  19.00 
38  John  Little  22.00  31  M.  H.  Bradley  10.00 

ti  of  one  of  the  builders,  who  was 
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No.  Nnuit  of  porcliaaer  Price  No.  Nniue  of  purcliaser  Price 

31  Gilniaii  IiiKolU.Jr.  fS.oo                       In  the  gallery 

32  Jacob  Gurdy  9.00  jj  David  Sanborn  |7,oo 
37  John  t,Utle  aa.oo  ,a  n.  F.  Pluiiimer  9.50 

6  John  Merrill  10.00  ^    Kbeaezer  Kendall  8,00 

4  NatliBD  Moore  31.00  aj  josiah  Fellows  10.00 

5  Josiab  Fellows,  Jr.  11.50  ig  Ebcuezer  Kendall  6.00 

7  Solomon  Cavis  16.00  |§  Ebeoezer  Kendall  6.00 
11  Joseph  Brown  8.00  ij  BeDianiin  Hall  5.00 
17  Moses  Johnson  u.oo  15  Richard  H,  Sawyer  4.00 
39  PelerSnnlKtni  16.00  ,4  Joseph  I'uller  4.50 
36  jLTahnicel  llowera  11.00  ,6  Hl)eiiewr  KcnduU  4.00 

34  Itciijiimiu  Kelly  ia.50         13    Ebencier  Kendall  6.00 

33  Joseph  Moore  IO.50  u     pbiUp  Webster  4.00 

35  Caleb  Whitteniore  9.00  n     George  W.  Truell  4.00 

8  Rufus  G.  Lewis  15.00         10    Hbenezer  Kendall  6.00 

9  Daniel  Sanborn  10.00  g    Wcare  Sleeper  6.00 
.      15     MosesSleeper                    lo.oo            g    Samuel  Smith                     6.00 

1  Ebeuezer  Kendall  11.50  7  N.  G.  Upham  6.00 

10  John  Aytr  7.50  6  Philip  Webster  6.00 

11  William  l*iiltce  10.00  5  Moses  BuruB  6.00 
14  Cyrus  I'errin  8.50  4  jolin  AUcu  6.00 
13  Uwetiah  Peck  6.00  3  Nathaniel  G.  Upham  6.00 

1     Dnvid  Cheney  4.50 

1    George  W.  Truell  4.00 

The  cost  ol  the  church  was  $j  ,867.56.  To  meet  this,  the  land 
was  taken  at  $1,300;  $i5wasreceivedfromthesaleoi  timber  from 
the  lot  before  the  transfer,  and  there  was  pledged  on  subscrip- 
tion, $595.  The  pews  were  sold  (or  ^35,  from  which  was  paid 
#9.62  for  the  services  of  the  auclioiieer,  and  $3,  each,  to  the  five 
men  who  supervised  the  construction  of  the  church,  leaving 
$910.38  as  the  net  proceeds  of  thcsnlc.  Of  this  amount,  $593.46, 
mostly  in  notes,  was  paid  over  to  the  town  to  provide  the  fund 
required  by  the  will,  leaving  $317.93  available  for  the  use  of  the 
society.  If  the  entire  amount  subscribed  was  paid,  the  society 
had  a  surplus  ol  $260  after  paying  all  bills,  besides  the  amount 
paid  over  to  the  town. 

During  1827,  occasional  services  were  held,  the  rite  of 
bnptisni  was  performed,  and  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
administered  by  Rev.  Jonathan  Ward,  oi  Plymouth,  Rev.  Mr, 
Bodwell,  ol  Saiibornton,  aud  Rev.  Andrew  Raiikiu.  The  latter 
part  ol  the  year.  Rev.  Samuel  Arnold  labored  a  portion  of  the 
time,  in  connection  with  the  church  at  Alexandria  and  Hebron, 
and  so  continued  till  May,  1828.  June  i,  1828,  Rev,  Mr.  Corse, 
of  Loudon,  ofliciated.  The  same  month,  the  Missionary  society 
voted  an  appropriation  (or  the  work  in  Bristol,  evidently  with 
the  expectation  of  naming  the  man  to  labor  here.  The  church 
at  the  same  time  engaged  Rev.  Job  Cushman,  without  consult- 
ing the  society,  and  the  appropriation  was  withheld.  July  30, 
1839,  application  was  made  to  the  "Massachusetts  Society  for 
the  Promotion  of  Christian  Knowledge"  for  $100  each  year  for 
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five  years.  This  appears  to  have  been  unsuccessful,  and  Wil- 
liam L.  Chase  was  made  a  committee  to  apply  to  the  New 
Hampshire  Missionary  society  for  aid.  His  letter  contains  so 
much  information  that  it  is  here  inserted  in  full. 

Bristol,  N.  H.,  Aug.,  1619. 
To.  Rev.  Alimham  Bumham,  Sect'y  of  tlie  N.  II.  Miss.  Society. 

RcT.  &  Dear  Sir ;  — I  have  been  appointed  by  the  Coag.  Church  iu 
this  town  their  agent  to  pteaent  to  the  board  of  truateea  of  vour  aociety 
thdr  Teqoest  that  a  sntn  of  money  voted  at  the  Beinf.«nnual  meeting  of 
Baid  board  in  Jime,  i8a8,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  aupplyiug  of  mission- 
ary labors  In  this  place,  be  paid  over  to  the  Rev.  Job  Cuahman,  as  a  com- 
pensation In  part  for  preaching  in  this  place  during  the  year  past. 

'  In  preaenting  this  request  the  attention  of  the  board  Is  solicited  to 
the  following  statement  of  facts,  viz.  That  soon  after  It  was  known  here 
that  the  above  mentioned  appropriation  had  been  voted  Sl  that  the  Rev. 
Jona.  Ward  was  appointed  to  procure  &.  employ  a  missionary  for  the 
purpose  &  he  enquired  whether  there  was  any  one  whom  the  people 
could  select  aa  their  minlater ,  Mr.  Cushman  was  introduced  to  individuals 
here  by  Rev.  Mr.  Sargent,  as  being  a  clergyman  worthy  of  confidence,  Be 
aa  being  then  unengaged.  The  result  was  a  contract  between  Mr.  C.  & 
the  church  &  society  that  he  should  preach  to  them  one  year  with  the 
exception  of  6  or  8  Sabbaths  reserved  to  himself.  This  contract  was 
entered  into  with  the  eupcctatlou  that  Mr.  Cushinuii  would  receive  the 
sum  voted  by  your  board  to  this  place  in  addition  to  the  avails  of 
a  snlwcrlnlton  list  then  circulnUil  heru,  &  also  the  iuterfHt  for  one 
year  of  tlie  fiuid  ariiiiiig  out  of  tile  doiinlion  of  liiu  lion.  Mr.  Tiiump- 
Bon.  This  contract  Mr.  Cuahman  has  fulfilled  on  his  part,  &  from 
tlie  two  last  mentioned  sources  may  receive  $150  or  (160.  His  labors 
have  been  highly  acceptable  to  the  church  and  people.  Sectarian 
prejudices  have  been  much  softened,  &.  some  inatancea  of  hopeful  con- 
veiaions  have  been  amongst  the  fruits  of  his  miniattv  here.  In  view 
of  these  facts  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  the  board  will  deem  It  proper 
to  grant  our  requesL 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  said  church. 

William  h.  Chase. 

To  this  request  a  negative  reply  was  returned.  Mr.  Ciish- 
man  continued  to  supply  this  church  till  May,  1829.  In  1830, 
the  Missionary  society  again  showed  its  interest  by  suggesting 
that  the  church  at  Bristol  and  that  at  Hill  unite  in  the  support 
of  one  man,  and  Rev.  Isaac  Knight  was  sent  here  as  a  candi- 
date. This  imion  did  not  remniu  long,  if  at  all,  though  Mr, 
Kuight  served  the  church  at  Hill  for  some  years.  In  1831, 
Rev.  John  Winter,  who  had  been  laboring  at  Danbury,  assumed 
charge  of  the  church  at  Bristol  in  connection  with  that  in  Dan- 
bury,  spending  half  his  time  at  each  place.  The  Missionary 
society  contributed  $100  towards  his  support.  Mr.  Winter  took 
up  his  residence  in  Bristol  and,  in  the  early  part  of  1833,  Dan- 
bury  was  dropped  from  his  field.  Mr.  Winter  remained  here  till 
March,  1837,  and  was  succeeded  in  May,  following,  by  John 
Wellman,  who  served  till  1841.  Rev.  Joel  Wright  served  from 
June,  t84i,  till  the  early  part  of  1842. 
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Kev.  Dniiicl  0.  Morton '  accepted  a  call  to  this  cliiircli  Mar: 
I,  1843.  Thus  far  the  church  had  had  no  settled  pastor  and 
Mr.  Morton  was  to  be  installed.  The  church  at  New  Hampton 
accepted  an  invitation  to  cooperate  with  this  church  on  this 
occasion ;  and  the  committees  of  these  churches  met  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Richard  H.  Sawyer  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
event.  The  council  was  composed  of  the  pastors  and  delegates 
from  the  churches  at  Concord,  West  Concord,  Plymouth,  Bos- 
Citwcti,  Franklin,  Sauboniton  Bridge,  Meredith  Village,  and 
Diinhiiry.  ])r.  Jacob  S.  Katon,  who  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  church  at  that  time,  iu  a  communication  to  the  Bristol  Enter- 
prise, Nov.  27,  1880,  had  this  to  say  of  the  occasion  and  the  man 
installed  over  this  church : 

T)ie  inBtallatian  of  Rev.  Daniel  O.  Morton  occurred  Wedneadaj, 

June  8,  1841.  It  was  an  important  event  for  th«  place.  The  council  was 
nrgc  and  talented.  Dr.  Bontou  of  Concord  preached  and  Dr.  Smith  of 
New  Ilninptou  Rnve  tlie  charge.  The  sitiginK  won  equal  to  tlie  other 
linrU — tht;  orctK'Htni  coiiniatiitf;  of  violin  and  acraphliK:  (Dr.  Dana  nud 
Indy).  biuia  viol  (Miij.  WclU),  nnil  the  iiiiiior  inHtrumcula,  with  \.\\a  con- 
juiui^d  clioirB  of  Unstol  and  New  Hampton,  tiiade  a  powerful  chorua. 
Amou^  the  select  music  rendered  naj  "  Before  Jehovah'a  awful  throae, 
ye  uationa  bow  with  sacred  joy,"  contalnlug  the  fineat  aymphonies  and 
chorUBCa  of  ancient  time.  Tlie  occasion  was  a  source  of  great  jojr  to  all 
preseut,  and  still  linnrs  as  a  blessed  souvenir  in  many  a  heart.  The 
redolent  Juue  day,  tlie  throngs  going  up  to  the  houae  at  God,  Uie 
greetings  of  old  friends,  and  tlic  praise  that  Tilled  the  temple  below 
and  ascended  to  that  above,  still  liiigcr  on  our  nicuiory  like  the  conae- 
cnilioiis  iinil  songs  of  Uctlilcbt'in's  |>1[iinH. 

Mr.  Morion's  ten  years'  ministry  was  a  memornble  decade  iu  the 
Ilriatol  church.  His  unflagging  labors,  geninl  intercourse  with  all  classes, 
ami  purity  of  life  won  nil  hearts.  A  riue  scholar,  eloquent  preacher,  a 
pillar  of  truth,  his  death,  which  occurrea  Mar.  35,  1853,  ended  his  labors 
and  caused  unfeigned  sorrow  in  the  community.  Nearly  all  the  council 
of  the  installatiou  were  present  at  his  funeral.  Dr.  Bouton  again  preach- 
ing the  sermon,  and  Dr.  Parker  addressing  at  the  grave.  Although  the 
deceased  was  religiously  observant  of  the  laws  of  health,  and  talked  of  a 
green  old  age,  yet  he  fell  at  the  moderate  period  of  sixty-tliree  yeara.  A 
mysterious  fatality  seemed  to  quench  out  his  valuable  life,  and  was 
referred  to  disease  of  the  heart,  that  bent  with  a  violence  almost  to  break 
its  bony  walls.  Dilatation  of  that  organ  was  the  settled  judgment  of  the 
medical  faculty,  but  an  exaniiuation  after  death  nullified  the  diagnosis, 
revealing  a  perfect  heart  of  moderate  site,  and  all  the  viccral  organs 
intact,  but  hardly  blood  enough  to  stain  the  linen  drapeiy,  confirming 
the  often  repeated  fallaciea  of  heart  symptoms,  thewant  of  blood,  and  not 
defect  iu  tlie  vital  organ,  causing  death. 

Mr.  Morion  wa.s  a  man  o(  heavenly  spirit,  and  but  few  men 
attain  that  position  of  dignity,  reverence,  and  love  that  was 
acconled  him  by  all  clas-ses  of  the  community.  In  the  summer 
of  1884,  a  memorial  tablet  was  placed  in  this  church  to  his 
memory.     It  occupies  the  ntche  at  the  right  of  the  desk,  and  is 

'See  Genealogies, 
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three  feet,  four  inches  in  width,  by  about  six  feet  in  height.  It 
is  wrought  from  Italian  marble,  highly  polished,  and  is  supported 
in  position  by  marble  brackets,  and  finished  at  the  top  with 
moulded  scroll  cornices,  surmounted  by  a  gothic  cross.  The 
inscription,  engraved  in  plain  gothic  letters,  reads  as  follows  : 

IN  MKMORV  ov 

HBV.  DAMIUI,  OtlVOIt  MOKTOH, 

PASTOR  OF  THE 

CONGRBGATIOMAI,   CHURCHES 

IN  SaOKEHAU    AND   SPilINCFIKI.D,    VT., 

AND    WINCHENDON,    UASS., 

FROH    l8l3   TO    I84I, 

AND  ov  THIS  CHimCH  FROU 

JUNK  8,  1841, 

TO  THE  DAY  OF  HIS  DEATH 

MARCH  35,    185a. 

"THBV  THAT  Turn  uany  to  RICRT- 

BOOSMBSS  SHALL  SHINE  AS  THE  STARS 
FOR  KVBR  AND  BVKR." 

ERRCTBD  BY  HIS  SON, 
LEVI  PARSOHB  UORTOM. 

In  1843,  the  Congregational  church  at  New  Hampton  dis- 
banded, and  thirty-four  of  its  members  took  letters  to  the 
church  at  Bristol.  These,  with  an  addition  of  thirteen  by 
profession  that  year,  increased  the  uienibership  to  eighty,  and 
the  Bristol  church  became  self-supporting. 

In  1844,  the  meeting-house  was  remodeled.  The  gallery 
was  taken  out,  and  the  windows  of  the  two  stories  united.  The 
box  pews  were  removed,  except  a  few  in  the  west  end,  and  more 
modem  slips  took  their  places,  but  pew  doors  were  retained. 
At  this  time,  the  pulpit  was  changed  from  the  east  to  the  west 
end  of  the  church. 

In  June,  1853,  Rev.  Joseph  Garland  coninience<l  his  labors 
here  as  a  stated  supply,  and  continued  till  January,  1857.  Mr. 
Garland  was  a  man  of  average  ability,  and  his  labor  was  marked 
by  his  constant  attacks  on  the  institution  of  slavery.  He  had 
some  unhappy  traits  of  character  and  "  his  life  was  a  stormy 
one."  His  family  left  him  and  in  later  life  he  became  a  subject 
of  charity.  The  next  Sunday  after  Mr.  Garland  closed  his 
work  with  this  church.  Rev.  John  Clark,  of  I'lyinoulh,  succeeded 
him,  and  continued  till  June  i,  1858,  at  a  salary  of  l^oo  and 
parsonage. 

In  August,  1858,  Rev.  John  Wood  was  called;  but  he 
declined  on  the  ground  that  the  salary  was  insuflicient.  The 
pulpit  was  supplied  by  professors  of  the  New  Hampton  Biblical 
Institute  and  others  till  February,  1859,  when  Rev.  William 
Spauldiug  began  his  labors  here.  The  next  month  he  was 
engaged  for  two  years  as  a  stated  supply. 

Apr.  14,  1861,  Rev.  Charles  P.  Abbott  was  engaged  for  one 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ECCLESIASTICAL  —  CONGRBGATIONAL  CHURCH  303 

yenr,  ami  J467  was  raised  by  subscription  for  his  support.  Mr. 
Abbott  was  bom  in  Lemiugtoii,  Vt.,  Nov.  27,  1831.  He  was 
graduated  from  Middlebury  college  in  1858,  and  from  Andover 
Tlieolof^ical  .seminary  in  1861.  He  was  ordaiued  in  Bristol  as  an 
evangelist,  Jan.  2,  1S62,  together  with  Rev.  J.  W.  Picket,  of 
Wentworth.  The  invocation  was  offered  and  the  Scriptures 
were  read  by  Rev.  H.  S.  Sleeper,  pastor  of  the  Free  Baptist 
church  in  Bristol ;  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  John  Currier, 
pastor  o(  the  Methodist  church  in  Bristol ;  the  sermon  was  by 
Rev.  C.  W.  Wallace,  of  Manchester;  ordaining  prayer  ami 
charge,  Rev.  A.  P.  Tenney,  West  Concord;  right  band  of  fel- 
lowship, Rev.  J.  Boutwell,  Sanbornton  Square;  concluding 
prayer,  Rev.  S.  H.  Amsden,  Hill.  Mr.  Abbott  continued  his 
labors  with  this  church  till  July  i,  1866,  when  failing  health 
compeUed  him  to  resign.  At  this  time,  he  was  under  an  en- 
gagement of  five  years  at  $500  per  year.  He  dted  at  his  home 
in  Bristol,  Sept.  20,  following.  Mr.  Abbott  was  a  man  of  ability, 
a  devoted  Christian,  and  was  greatly  loved  by  the  people  whom 
he  served. 

The  dwelling,  now  the  Congregational  parsonage,  on  School 
street,  once  stood  just  north  of  the  residence  of  Levi  Bartlett,  on 
the  east  side  of  Central  square.  This  house  Mr.  Bartlett  pur- 
chased, moved  it  to  its  present  site,  and  refitted  It  for  a  parson- 
age. Nov.  14,  1868,  Mr.  Bartlett  died,  and  in  January,  follow- 
ing, in  accordance  with  his  will,  this  property  was  deeded  to  the 
Congregational  society  for  ^500,  ils  value  over  and  nlxjvc  this 
amount  being  a  gift.  The  ^500  paid  for  tlie  parsonage  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Hon.  Josiali  Minot,  there  to  remain  for 
three  or  futir  years.  If,  during  that  time,  Uie  church  should  be 
rebuilt,  this  money  was  to  be  paid  as  Mr,  Bartlett's  part  towards 
this  object.  If  the  church  should  be  repaired,  $300  of  this  sum 
was  to  be  paid  as  his  subscription  to  this  object. 

In  November,  i865.  Rev.  Silas  Ketchum  was  engaged  as 
stated  supply  at  a  salary  of  ^00.  He  was  ordained  Sept.  1 7,  1867. 
The  opening  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev,  David  Calley  ;  the  ser- 
mon was  by  Rev.  W,  R.  Jewett,  of  Penacook ;  the  ordaining 
prayer,  by  Rev.  Corban  Curtice,  of  Northfield ;  the  charge,  by 
Rev.  Iviba  Conant,  of  Hebron;  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  by 
Rev.  John  LeBosquet,  of  Danbury  ;  closing  prayer,  by  Rev.  Mil- 
ton I,.  Severance,  ol  Boscawen.  Mr.  Ketchum's  pastorate  was 
highly  .successful.  He  was  a  ripe  scholar,  a  close  student,  and 
a  fine  preacher.  The  first  of  December,  1869,  the  pastor  com- 
menced a  series  ol  revival  meetings,  continuing  them  for  nine 
weeks,  five  or  six  evenings  each  week.  As  the  result,  thirty 
were  added  to  the  church.  In  April,  1869,  Mr.  Ketchum  re- 
ceived a  call  to  Fremont,  Neb. ;  but  his  salary  was  raised  to 
$1,000  and  he  was  induced  to  engage  himself  for  two  years 
longer. 
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In  the  summer  of  1870,  the  church  edifice  was  enlarged  and 
repaired.  The  present  modern  pews  were  put  in  and  twenty  (eet 
added  to  the  west  end  of  the  edifice,  making  the  seating  capacity 
four  hundred  and  fifty.  The  total  cost  was  near  $7,000,  of  which 
sum  the  Ladies'  society  paid  $1 ,600  for  carpets,  chandelier,  fur- 
nace, and  upholstery.  There  was  assessed  on  the  pews  $1,000, 
and  the  rest  was  paid  by  subscription.  While  this  work  was 
under  way,  the  people  worshipped  in  the  town  hall.  The  cliurch 
was  rededicated  Nov.  10,  the  sermon  being  preached  by  Rev, 
William  T,  Savage,  of  Franklin. 

In  the  early  part  of  1871,  it  was  decided  to  erect  a  vestry. 
For  twenty-three  years,  the  society  had  used  the  "academy" 
for  all  social  meetings.  This  building  was  erected  about  184.8  by 
I^vi  Bartlett,  for  private  schools  and  social  meetings,  and  was  the 
same  as  now  stands  just  north  of  Hotel  Bristol,  used  by  Fred  S. 
Fall  as  a  marble  shop.  It  had  fixed  benches  and  had  a  steeple 
in  which  was  a  bell.  It  was  proposed  to  remove  this  building, 
purchase  additional  land,  and  erect  the  vestry  on  its  site. 
Union  Lodge,  A.F.  &  A,  M.,  was  to  unite  with  the  society  in 
the  erection  of  the  building  and  own  the  second  story;  the  vestry 
was  to  be  in  the  first  story.  A  part  of  the  necessary  funds  were 
raised,  the  lumber  purchased,  and  every  thing  was  in  readiness 
to  go  on  with  the  work  when  the  deed  to  the  additional  laud 
was  withheld.  The  vestry  was  not  built,  and  the  academy  con- 
tinued to  be  used  for  vestry  purposes  till  Dec.  8,  1872,  when  it 
was  used  by  the  Congregationalists  for  the  last  time.  It  was 
then  opened  for  a  memorial  service.  The  society  then  moved 
into  modern  rooms  in  Charles  Boardman's  new  block  which  was 
hired  at  an  annual  rental  of  $150.  The.<ie  rooms  were  used  for 
the  social  gatherings  of  the  church  as  well  as  for  religions 
meetings. 

Jan.  I,  1871,  this  church  united  with  the  ctlicr  two  churches 
of  the  village  in  holding  revival  services  conducted  by  Henry  F. 
Durant,  Mr.  Durant  continued  these  services  seventeen  days, 
preaching  to  the  church-members  in  the  afternoon  and  to  the  un- 
converted in  the  evening.  Four  hundred  made  a  profession  of 
religion.  Union  meetings  were  continued  by  the  pastors  after 
Mr:  Durant  left,  and  extended  into  the  out-districts,  where  meet- 
ings were  held  in  the  schoolhonses.  The  revival  spread  into 
neighboring  towns,  and  the  pastors  of  this  village  held  meetings, 
by  invitation,  in  nearly  every  meeting-house  within  a  radius  of 
ten  miles.  In  Hebron,  twenty-six  were  baptized;  in  Hill, 
fifteen ;  a  large  number  in  New  Hampton,  and  some  in  Alexan- 
dria, Danbury,  and  Bridgewater.  Mr.  Ketchum  preached  eighty- 
three  times  between  Jan.  i    and  May  28. 

Aug.  27-29,  the  General  Association  of  New  Hampshire 
met  with  this  church,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  ministers  and 
delegates  were  entertained  by  the  people. 
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To  meet  an  indebtedness  of  the  society  which  had  accumu- 
lated irom  various  causes,  a  mortgage  oE  $1,000  had  been  placed 
ou  the  parsonage.  In  March,  1870,  Solomon  Cavis  contributed 
$lkx>  towards  liquidating  this  claim,  which  was  then  paid. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ketchuni  tendered  his  resignation  Feb.  5,  1875. 
His  last  sennon  was  preached  May  2,  when  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  was  administered.  During  his  pastorate,  one 
hundred  and  one  were  added  to  the  churcli,  and  for  the  last  few 
years  he  was  paid  a  salary  of  $t  ,000  and  parsonage. 

Mr.  Kclchinn'H  retirement  was  a  great  lass  to  the  church 
and  the  community.  He  was  emphatically  a  self-made  man. 
While  struggling  with  ill  health  and  poverty,  he  pursued  a 
three  years'  course  at  the  Bangor  Theological  seminary,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1863.  In  December,  fol- 
lowing, he  accepted  a  call  to  the  church  at  Wardsboro,  Vt., 
and  during  a  pastorate  of  less  than  two  years  his  congrega- 
tion wan  twice  donblwl.  He  then  engaged  in  cdiloHal  work 
at  IlriitllolMiro,  Vt.,  iti  connection  with  the  Vcniioiil  Record 
and  the  Virmoiii  Sr/too/ younia/.  -where  he  remained  till  he 
came  to  Bristol.  His  zeal  in  his  work.,  his  indefatigable  labors 
for  the  good  of  others,  and  his  noble  heart  that  always  beat  in 
sympathy  with  the  afflicted,  embalmed  his  memory  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people.  In  all  matters  of  public  interest  he  was  outspoken 
and  positive.  He  was  a  diligent  student,  and  his  stock  of  infor- 
mation was  extensive  and  varied.  He  took  special  interest  in 
hisUirical  and  antiquarian  matters,  and  was  the  founder  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Anlitiuarian  society  and  its  chief  moving  spirit. 
He  was  corresponding  member  of  the  New  Hampshire  Histori- 
cal society.  1  o  the  last  named  society  he  presented  over  five 
hundred  volumes;  to  the  Antiquarian  society,  1,300  volumes  and 
over  3,000  pamphlets,  and  to  the  Congregational  association, 
Boston,  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  volumes.  His  own  library 
numbered  3,500  volumes.  He  was  a  voluminous  writer.  (See 
Bristol  in  Literature.) 

Mr.  Kctchnm  took  an  active  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion and  was  lor  .several  years  identified  with  the  schools  of  Bristol 
as  superintending  school  committee.  He  was  especially  happy 
iu  iiLspiring  the  young  with  an  ambition  to  make  tlie  most  of  their 
opportunities.  He  was  a  charming  conversationalist,  and  his 
presence  was  welcomed  to  the  most  cultured  circles.  A  few 
months  alter  leaving  Bristol,  Mr.  Kctchum  was  in.stalled  as  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  church  at  Maplewood,  Mass.  He  re- 
signed his  pastorate  there,  and,  in  July,  1877,  assumed  the 
pastoral  charge  of  the  Second  Congregational  church  at  Windsor, 
Conn.,  in  that  part  of  the  town  known  as  Pocjuonock,  and  was 
installed  Aug.  1,  1879.  In  the  spring  of  18S0,  while  on  a  visit 
in  Boston,  he  was  stricken  with  the  illness  that  terminated  in 
his  deatii,  April  34,  in  the  prime  of  life. 
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Rev.  A,  W,  Moore  succeeded  Mr.  Ketchum  as  stated  supply 
at  the  same  salary.  He  labored  here  two  years.  Rev.  J,  M. 
Hart  was  engaged  as  Mr.  Moore's  successor  (or  one  year  ending 
the  first  Sunday  in  May,  1878,  at  a  salary  of  ^750  and  parson- 
age. A  council  met  at  the  church  Nov.  3,  1877,  called  (or  the 
purpose  of  ordaining  Mr.  Hart  as  an  evangehst.  This  council 
consisted  of  Rev,  Sainnel  F.  I/>ugee,  and  Rev.  Roliert  Ford, 
Danbury ;  Rev.  Aniitiii  It.  Durr,  Franklin ;  Rev.  MosesT.  Run- 
nels. J.  Brackett  Calil,  Sanbomton;  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Scott,  Ply- 
mouth ;  Rev.  Quincy  Blakely,  Campton ;  Rev.  J;  B.  Cook, 
Hebron.  Mr.  Hart's  certificate  of  approbation  to  preach  the 
gospel  from  the  association  of  Congregational  ministers  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  was  read.  The  candidate  stated  his  religious 
experience  and  motives  (or  entering  the  ministry,  and  gave  his 
doctrinal  belief.  The  custom  o(  the  church  in  assisting  to 
ordain  ministers  without  installation  was  stated  by  Dea.  Nathan 

B.  Buttrick.  At  this  point  the  proceedings  were  arrested  and 
the  council  voted  to  be  by  itself.  It  was  then  voted,  three 
to  two,  not  to  proceed  with  the  ordination.  At  two  o'clock, 
the  congregation  again  gathered,  when  a  stnteincnt  of  facts 
was  prcsenled.  The  reasons  (or  their  action  were,  thai  since 
1853  this  church  had  had  no  settled  pastor;  that  Mune  o(  its 
nienilwrs  were  not  in  favor  of  settling  a  minister;  that  Mr.  Hart 
had  been  laboring  for  four  months  with  entire  satisfaction  to 
this  people,  and  that  no  reasons  appeared  why  he  should  not 
labor  as  pastor  rather  than  as  acting  pastor.  In  view  of  these 
facts  they  did  not  feel  justified  in  proceeding,  believing  it  would 
be  contrary  to  Congregational  usage,  and  derogatory  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  churches,  Mr.  Hart  continued  his  labors  here 
till  the  first  of  May,  following. 

Rev.  R.  L.  Jaggar  was  stated  supply  for  two  years  ending 
May  10,  1881.  During  ihis  time,  he  spent  a  vacation  of  three 
months  in  Kurope.  During  his  absence,  union  services  were 
held  by  the  Congregational ists  and  Free  Baptists,  Rev.  Nathan 

C.  Lothrop,  pastor  oi  the  last  named  church,  officiating,  A 
thanksgiving  service  was  held  at  the  Congregational  church 
Aug.  5,  1879,  for  the  safe  return  of  the  pastor,  all  the  churches 
in  town  uniting. 

Jan.  31,  1879,  l''rcilerick  H.  llarllclt.  a  incnil)er  o(  ihi.s 
church,  while  laboring  at  I'abyan's,  received  from  the  Aniericaii 
Home  Missionary  society  an  appointment  to  the  Black  Hills, 
South  Dakota,  and  requested  ordination.  This  was  assented  to 
by  the  church,  a  council  was  called,  and  he  was  ordained  at 
Bristol  Feb.  30,  1879.  The  ordination  sermon  was  preached  by 
Rev.  C.  Iv.  Harrington,  and  the  right  hand  of  (ellowship  was  ex- 
tended by  Rev.  Quincy  Blakely, 

Rev.  Hervey  G.  Pillsbury  commenced  his  services  as  stated 
supply  in  May,  1882.     He  was  ordained  and  installed  Sept.  28, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


KCCLBSIASTICAL  —  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  307 

foUowiiiK.  by  a  council  o(  wliicli  Rev,  I'".  T.  Perkins  was  moder- 
ator, and  Rev.  Quincy  Blsikely  scribe.  The  opening  prayer  was 
made  by  Rev.  James  Pike,  D.D.,  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  the  Scriptures  were  read  by  Rev.  Geo.  O.  Wiggin, 
pastor  of  the  Free  Baptist  church.  The  sermon  was  by  Rev.  S. 
F,  French ;  the  onlaintiig  and  installing  prayer,  by  Rev.  M.  T. 
Runnels.  The  charge  to  the  pastor  was  by  Rev.  Frederic  T.  Per- 
kins, the  right  hand  of  fellowship  by  Rev.  Henry  P.  Peck,  and 
the  charge  to  the  people  by  Rev.  Qiiincy  Rlakely. 

In  1884,  a  rcvisetl  "Statement  ol  Doctrine"  was  adopted 
by  this  church  as  (ollows: 

1.  We  believe  in  one  Ood,  the  Father  Almighty,  Maker  of  heaven 
and  earth,  aud  of  all  things  visible  and  inviaible;  and  iu  Jesus  Christ, 
Mis  only  Son,  our  Lord,  who  is  of  one  substance  with  the  Father,  bj 
whom  all  tilings  were  made ;  and  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Lord  and  Giver 
of  Iiifi^.  who  Ix  Rciit  from  the  Father  and  Sou,  ntid  who,  toKetlier  with  the 
I'lktlivr  n<id  Kun,  is  wurshipixKl  and  glorlHcil. 

2.  \Vc  lielieve  that  the  Providence  of  Cod,  by  which  lie  executes  hia 
I'leniiil  t'liriKWi-H  in  tlio  Kovenniient  of  the  worl<l,  is  in  und  over  all 
I'vciils;  yvl  so  that  the  fnxiloU)  nnd  res iMinsibi lily  of  man  are  not 
iiupnired.  and  sin  is  the  act  of  the  creature  alone. 

3.  We  believe  that  iiiati  was  made  in  the  image  of  God.  that  lie 
iiiif;ht  know,  love,  and  obev  God,  and  enjoy  him  forever ;  that  our  first 
parents,  by  disobedience,  fell  under  the  rishteous  condemnation  of  God ; 
and  that  all  men  are'  so  alienated  from  God  that  there  is  no  nalvation  from 
the  guilt  and  power  of  siu  except  through  God's  redeeming  grace. 

4.  We  licHcve  that  God  would  have  all  men  return  to  Tiim;  tliat  to 
this  riid  he  has  iniiile  hiiiiM.'lf  known,  not  only  lliroiifrti  the  workn  of 
iiiilnrc.  till'  coiirHe  «(  IIIh  pruvideuee,  an<l  the  coiiHciencefl  of  men,  but 
atHo  through  fin  peril  a  tu  nil  revelations  made  eii|K:cinlly  to  a  chosen  |)eople, 
mid  above  all,  when  llic  fuUiicHS  uf  time  wiw  come,  lliroui;h  Jeniis  Chriiit 
His  Son. 

5.  We  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
are  the  record  of  God's  revelation  of  himself  in  the  work  of  redemption  1 
that  they  were  writteu  by  men  under  tlie  special  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  that  they  are  able  to  make  wise  nuto  salvation;  and  that  they 
constitute  the  authoritative  standard,  by  which  religious  teaching  and 
linmiin  conduct  arc  to  l>c  regulated  und  judged. 

6.  We  believe  Ihat  the  love  of  God  to  sinful  iiieti  hod  found  its 
highetit  extireSHion  in  the  redeinplive  work  of  his  Son;  who  became  man, 
uniting  his  divine  nature  with  our  Iiuuibu  nature  in  one  person  ;  who 
was  tempted  like  other  meu,  yet  without  sin  ;  who,  by  liis  humiliation, 
his  holy  obedience,  his  sufferings,  his  death  on  the  cross,  aud  his  resur- 
rection, became  a  perfect  Redeemer ;  whose  sacrifice  of  himiielf  for  the 
sin  of  the  world  declares  the  rigiiteousness  of  God,  and  is  the  sole  aud 
sufficient  ground  of  forgiveness  and  reconciliation  with  him. 

7.  We  iK'lieve  that  Jesus  Christ,  after  he  had  risen  from  the  dead, 
iiHcend<'d  Into  heaven,  where,  ns  the  one  mediator  lietwi'cn  Ood  und  man, 
he  carries  forwani  hia  work  of  saving  meu ;  that  he  sends  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  convict  them  of  sin,  and  to  lead  them  to  repeutaucc  and  faith  ;  and 
that  those  who  through  reucwing  grace  turn  to  righteousness,  and  trust 
in  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Redeemer,  receive  for  his  sake  the  forgiveness  of 
their  sins,  aud  are  made  the  children  of  God. 

8-  We  believe  that  those  who  are  thus  regenerated  aud  justified 
grow  in  sanctified  clmracter  through  fellowship  with  Christ,  the  indwell- 
ing of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  obedience  to  the  truth;  that  a  holy  life  is  the 
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fruit  aod  evidence  of  miving  fflith  ;  nnd  tlint  the  believer's  hoix:  of  cori- 
tinuauce  in  auch  a  life  is  in  the  preserving  grace  of  God. 

9.  We  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  came  to  establish  among  men  the 
kingdom  of  God,  the  reign  of  truth  and  love,  nghtcousnesa  and  peace; 
that  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  Head  of  this  kingdom,  Christiiius  arc  duectly 
responsible  in  faith  and  conduct ;  and  that  to  him  all  have  immediate 
access  without  mediatorial  or  priestly  intervention. 

10.  Wc  hi;li(.-vc  that  the  Church  of  ChrUt.  Invisible  nnd  !i]>lTitniil, 
coni)iriHvH  nil  Irne  lii-livvcrH,  wliosi:  duty  it  is  to  imsiH-inU'  llii-mmlvi-H  in 
churches,  for  the  inuiiilcnniice  of  worship,  for  the  promotion  of  spirilnnl 
growth  and  fellowship,  and  for  the  conversion  of  men ;  that  these 
churches,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  in  fellowship 
with  one  another,  may  determine  —  each  for  itself — tlielr  orgnnizutiou, 
statements  of  belief,  and  forma  of  worship,  tiniy  appoint  and  act  apart 
tlieir  own  miiiisterB,  and  should  co-operate  in  the  work  which  Christ  bna 
committed  to  them  for  the  furtbernnce  of  the  goapel   throughout  thi' 

11.  Wc  believe  in  the  obaervance  of  tbe  I.ord'a  Iluy,  na  a  Uiiy  of  holy 
rest  and  worship ;  in  the  uiiuistry  of  the  word ;  and  iu  the  two  aacru- 
ments,  which  Christ  haa  appointed  for  His  church  ;  baptiam,  to  be  admin- 
istered to  bellevera  and  tlieir  children,  as  the  sign  of  cleanaing  from  sin. 
of  union  to  Christ,  and  the  impartation  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  the 
Lord's  Supper,  as  a  symbol  of  hia  atoniug  death,  a  seal  of  its  efficacy,  and 
a  means  whereby  he  confirms  and  strengthens  the  spiritual  union  and 
connnunion  of  believers  witli  blinself. 

13.  We  believe  in  ttie  nitiiuate  prevalence  of  the  kingdom  of  Clirist 
over  all  the  earth  ;  in  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  Ood  and  our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  in  (lie  rcHumctiun  of  the  ikinl;  and  in  »  liiiiil 
judgmeul,  the  Issueo  of  whicli  are  everluallng  puniahnieiit  nnd  everlust- 

Mr.  Pillsbury  had  a  successful  pastorate  of  over  six  years. 
He  tendered  his  resignation  Nov.  13,  1888,  and  was  dismissed  by 
council  Nov.  22,  The  jeccleaiastical  council  which  dismissed 
him  was  composed  of  Hev.  Qiiincy  Ulakely,  Caniplou  ;  Rev.  W, 
W.  Dow,  and  Dea.  Geo.  H.  I'nlsifer,  Danbury  ;  Rev.  J.  H.  Uliss, 
and  John  D.  Kirk.  Franklin;  Dea.  Saninel  Wells,  Hebron; 
Rev.  H.  P.  Peck,  Plymouth,  and  Rev.  H.  II.  Grwilcy,  D.D.. 
Concord. 

In  the  summer  of  1886,  further  improvements  were  made  iii 
the  church  edifice.  An  addition  was  made  to  the  west  end  to 
accommodate  the  organ  and  choir  behind  the  pulpit. 

Rev.  Geo.  W.  Patterson  succeeded  Mr.  Pillsbury.  and  he 
was  ordained  Dec.  11,  1888,  at  7  o'clock  p.  ni,.  by  aii  ecclesiastical 
council.  The  invocation  was  by  Rev.  W.  A,  Nealy,  pastor  of 
the  Free  Baptist  church,  Dristol,  and  the  Scriptures  Were  read 
by  Rev.  J.  H.  Bliss.  Franklin.  The  sermon  was  by  Rev.  W.  J. 
Tucker,  D.D,.  of  Andover,  Mass.,  now  president  of  Dartmouth 
college.  The  ordination  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  F.  D.  Ayer, 
D.D.;  the  charge  was  by  Rev.  E.  H.Greeley,  D.D.;  the  right  hand 
of  fellowsliip  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Sampson,  Tilton,  and  prayer  by  Rev. 
Otis  Cole,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  church,  Bristol.  The  other 
members  of  the  council  were  C.  S.  Parker,  Concord ;  David  E. 
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Willartl,  Concord  ;  J.  D.  Kirk,  Kraiiklin  ;  Hon.  James  W.  Pat- 
terson, Hanover;  George  E.  Colburn,  Grotou,  and  George  A, 
Sumner,  Hill.     Mr.  Patterson  labored  here  till  April  13,  1890. 

Rev.  John  W.  Savage  accepted  a  call  as  acting  pastor  of 
this  church  Nov.  17,  1890,  and  continued  to  fill  this  position  till 
August,  igo2.  Mr.  Savage  was  born  inSomers,  New  York,  Feb. 
3,  1833.  His  preparation  Tor  the  ministry  included  three  years  at 
Howard  college  ;  one  year  at  Harvard  ;  two  years  at  the  Newton 
Theological  institute,  and  one  year  at  the  Bangor  Theological 
seminary.  He  was  ordained  in  1863.  Before  coming  to  Jtristol 
he  filled  iKisloratc.s  at  Blueliill,  Me.;  Kemiebunkport,  Me.;  Dover, 
N,  H.;  Canton,  Mass.;  North  Stoniiigton,  Conn.,  and  Cohas- 
set,  Mass.  He  is  now  serving  the  Congregational  church  at 
Greenfield.  Mr.  Savage  is  a  ripe  scholar  and  an  accomplished 
gentleman,  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  his  presence  is  al- 
ways a  welcome  addition  to  any  gathering.  In  Bristol  he  served 
five  years  on  llic  hoard  of  ctlncalion,  two  years  as  superin- 
tendent. 

Kev.  H.  F.  Graham  succeeded  Mr.  Savage  as  a  supply. 

For  vestry  pur|)oses  the  society  continued  to  use  the  hall  in 
the  second  stor>'  of  Boardman's  block  till  the  block  uas  destroyed 
by  fire  in  April,  1889,  From  this  time,  it  occupied  the  second 
story  ol  the  postotfice  block  till  1896,  when  it  moved  into  rooms 
in  Taylor  &  Merrill's  new  block  on  Spring  street,  which  are  still 
used  as  vestries. 

The  fir.-it  bell  was  placed  in  the  belfry  of  the  Congregational 
church  hi  1832,  and  the  first  clock  about  1836.  The  clock  had 
but  one  face  — on  llie  north.  This  bell  was  replaced  about 
1844  by  another.  Both  these  bells  and  the  clock  were  paid  for 
by  public  subscription,  and  the  bell  was  used  for  public  pur- 
poses. Sunday  morning,  Mar.  3,  1884,  while  being  rung  for  ser- 
vice, this  bell  was  cracked.  At  the  November  election,  follow- 
ing, the  town  appropriated  $250  to  aid  in  purchasing  another, 
on  condition  that  the  town  continue  to  use  it  for  fire  and  clock 
puqHxscs,  The  new  l>cll  was  Imng  Dec.  22.  1884.  It  weighs 
1,500  pound.s,  and  is  tuned  to  the  key  of  G.  The  clock  did  con- 
stant service  till  1882,  when  the  town  purchased  the  present 
four-faced  clock  at  an  expense  of  $500.  It  was  placed  in  posi- 
tion in  July  of  that  year. 


At  llie  end  nt  the  fir.st  year  after  the  church  was  organized, 
the  membership  was  17.  In  1830,  it  was  z8 ;  in  1840,  39.  In 
1844,  nnder  the  pastorate  o(  Rev.  Daniel  O.  Morton,  with  an 
addition  o(  16,  there  was  a  reported  increase  from  38  to  80.  In 
1848,  the  membership  was  reported  as  85  ;  in  1838,  81 ;  1868, 
75.  In  1871,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Silas  Ketchum,  there 
was  a  gain  of  31,  a  total  of  133;  in  1875,  139;   1876,  141.     In 
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i885,  the  membership  was  ii6;  in  1892,  130.  The  next  year, 
there  were  reported  30  removals  and  a  inentbership  of  loo.  The 
present  membership  is  70. 

PASTORS 

Rev.  Samuel  Arnold.  1826-Mny,  1828. 

Kcv.  Job  Cnshnmn,  Jnnc,  i828-Aiigust,  1829. 

Rev.  John  S.  Winter,  October,  iS.Ti-March,  18,17. 

Rev.  John  Wellman,  May,  1837-1841. 

Rev.  Joel  Wright,  as  early  as  June,  1841-early  in  1842. 

Rev.  Daniel  O.  Morton,  June  8,  1842-Mar.  25,  1852. 

Rev.  Joseph  Garland,  June,  r852-January.  1857. 

Rev.  John  Clark,  January,  1857-Jnnc  i,  1858. 

Rev.  William  S.  Spaiiiding,  February,  1859-1861. 

Rev.  Charles  F.  Abbott,  Aur.  14,  1861-July  1,  1866. 

Rev.  Silas  Ketchum,  November,  1866-May  2,  1875. 

Rev.  Albert  W.  Moore,  May,  1875-May,  1877. 

Rev.  John  M.  Hart,  May,  1877-May,  1878. 

Rev.  Kdwin  I,.  Jaggar,  May,  1879-May  10,  1881. 

Rev.  Hervey  G.  Pillsbury,  May.  1882-Nov.  22,  i883. 

Rev.  George  W.  Patterson,  December,  i883-ApriI  13,  1890. 

.Rev.  John  W.  Savage.  Nov.  27,  1890-Aug.  2,  1902. 

Kev.  Hugh  F.  Graham,  August,  1902. 

DEACONS 

At  the  organization  of  the  church,  John  Gutterson  of  Alex- 
andria was  elected  deacon.  He  continued  to  serve  till  Decem- 
ber, 1S27,  when  he  removed  to  another  town. 

Peter  Wells  and  John  S.  Bryant  were  elected  April  14,  1833. 

Luther  Winchester  was  elected  June  10,  1837. 

Chester  Stone  and  Gardner  Jtowers  were  elected  .Sept.  24, 
1842.  Both  had  filled  this  oflicc  in  other  churches,  Mr.  Bowers 
at  Franklin.  They  were  ordained  Jan.  15,  184.3,  Rev.  E.  B. 
Tracey,  of  Boscawen,  preached  the  ordination  sermon ;  Rev. 
Isaac  Knight,  of  Franklin,  offered  prayer,  and'  the  pastor  im- 
posed hands. 

A.  B.  Sanborn,  of  New  Hampton,  was  a  deacon  before  unit- 
ing with  this  chwrch.  He  acted  as  dcncim  here  for  several 
years  previous  to  1852,  when  he  removed  to  Saiiborntou,  and  his 
place  was  filled  by  Deacon  Samuel  Daufortli,  who  had  been  a 
deacon  in  the  church  at  Dana,  Mass. 

B.  I,.  Boardman  was  also  acting  deacon  here  for  some  years. 
Calvin  Cass  was  elected  in  1863 ;  Jonathan  Merrill,  in  1863. 

and  John  F.  Cass  was  elected  Oct.  17,  1871.  All  these  con- 
tinued to  act  till  their  death. 

Nathan  B.  Buttrick  was  elected  Oct.  17,  1871,  and  George 
W.  Sumner,  April  16,  1879,  and  are  still  serving. 
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CHAPTER  XXV 

KCCLKSIASTICAL— FREEWILI,  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
AND  SOCIETY 

'Tis  licaven  alone  that  is  giveo  away, 
'Tib  only.  God  may  be  had  for  the  asking. 

—Lowell. 

Tlic  l-'rccwill  Baptist  clciioiniiinlioti  had  its  birth  in  New 
l>iirl)niii,  Jiiiiv  30,  1780.  Il  was  |>Iaiilc(l  hi  fertile  soil,  aiul 
spread  rapidly  in  the  central  part  of  tlie  state.  Probably  the 
first  decade  of  its  existence  had  not  passed  before  preachers  of  this 
denomination  had  penetrated  this  region  and  secured  adherents 
to  the  new  creed. 

In  March,  1803,  Rev.  David  Pisk  removed  from  Boscawen 
to  the  east  bank  of  the  Pemigewasset  river  opposite  the  lower 
]>nrt  of  Itristo).  and  settled  on  what  is  still  known  as  the  Fisk 
farm,  lie  cuniiiiciiccd  nl  uiice  tu  hold  preaching  services  at  his 
honsc,  and  some  were  converted.  These  niiited  with  a  few  of 
the  Freewill  Baptist  faith  then  residing  in  Bridgewater  village 
and  monthly  meetings  were  held,  half  the  time  on  the  Bridge- 
water  side  of  the  river  and  half  the  time  on  the  New  Hampton 
side. 

One  of  those  living  in  Bridgewater  village  who  nnited  with 
this  band  was  Dr.  Timothy  Kelly.  He  was  a  man  of  mneh 
strength  of  character,  and  occasionally  preache<l  or  held  meet- 
ings as  an  c.thorlcr.  lie  thonght  it  a  matter  only  of  his  own 
concern  how  much  spirituous  liquors  he  consumed,  and  when 
his  brethren  sought  to  labor  with  him  on  this  account  he  rebelled 
and  broke  up  the  society.  Then  a  baud  of  twelve  organized 
another  society  with  Rev.  David  Fisk  at  the  head,  as  before. 
In  1810,  '  Mr,  Fisk  was  ordained  and  given  autliority  to  admin- 
ister the  sacraments;  viz.,  "baptizing,  administering  Ihe  Lonl's 

•111  18114,  tliis  iii^w  (U-nomiiiation  had  so  incrensed  tliat  it  receiveil 
U');iil  TocoKH'tioii  ill  lliir  stiiti'  i>y  tlic  piisniiKt:  iti  the  k-f^iilaturL-  of  a  tvhoIii- 
liuii  "  Itiiit  the  i>cop1t:  of  tills  state  commouly  kiiowu  by  the  uhhic  of 
I'rvcwill  Aiili  pedo  Kaptist  church  and  Society  shall  be  considered  as  a 
distinct  reliKioua  sect  or  dcuorainallon,  with  all  the  privileges  as  such 
iigrecubly  to  tlie  coiiatitulion." 
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Slipper,  washing  the  saint's  feet,  and  anoiiithig  the  sick  with 
oil."  This  society  was  called  the  "Second  Freewill  Baptist 
Church  of  New  Hampton." 

In  Bristol  village  there  was  occasional  preaching  by  minis- 
ters of  this  denomination  in  the  Methodist  chapel  and  in  other 
places.  In  1829,  there  was  an  extensive  revival  ol  religion  in 
the  Second  Freewill  Baptist  church  in  New  Hampton  under  the 
labors  of  Rider  Dudley  rettingill,  the  fruit  of  which  extended  to 
Bristol  village.  The  next  year,  the  Fisk  meeting-house  in  New 
Hampton  was  built. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Freewill  Baptist  influences  were  at 
work  in  this  community  many  years  before  there  was  a  clinrch 
or  society  of  this  denomination  in  Bristol  village. 

On  the  establishment  of  the  church  at  Bristol  some  of  the 
Freewill  Baptist  organixatious,  in  the  near-by  outlying  districts, 
lost  their  vitality  and  soon  ceased  to  exist.  The  memt>ers  of  the 
Second  Church  in  New  Hampton  voted,  in  1854,  to  disband,  a 
part  taking  letters  to  the  First  Freewill  Baptist  church  at  New 
Hampton  village,  and  a  part  to  the  new  church  at  Bristol ;  the 
church  in  the  Borough  ceased  to  exist ;  and  a  society  at  South 
Alexandria  lost  its  identity,  and  some  of  its  members  liecanic  n 
part  of  the  Bristol  society. 

The  Bristol  society  was  organized  Sept,  20,  1S45,  under  the 
name  of  The  Bristol  and  Alexandria  Freewill  Baptist  Society. 
The  word  Alexandria  was  inserted  because  some  of  the  organi- 
zers were  from  South  Alexandria,  as  noted  above,  and  not 
because  it  was  a  union  society  of  the  two  towns.  Steps  were  at 
once  taken  looking  to  the  erection  of  a  meeting-house ;  and 
Stephen  Nelson,  Favor  Locke,  William  W.  Pattee,  and  John  M. 
R.  Kmmons  were  made  a  committee  to  select  a  location.  It  was 
decided  to  build  a  church  forty-two  feet  wide  and  long  enough 
to  contain  fifty-two  pews.  Thirty  of  the  pews  in  the  proiM««d 
church  were  subscribed  for,  but  this  was  not  enough  to  warrant 
building,  and  action  was  delayed  till  March,  1847,  when  the 
directors  purchased  of  Walter  Sleeepr  for  J50  the  old  Methodist 
chapel.  The  chapel  was  at  once  repaired  and  the  pews  sold  to 
cover  the  expense. 

Preaching  was  sustained  more  or  less  of  the  time  from  the 
organization  of  the  society  ;  Kcv.  Ivlxinezer  Fisk  and  Rev.  David 
Calley  l)eing  each  engaged  for  one-third  ol  the  time.  Flder 
Calley  commenced  his  services  in  the  spring  of  1847,  and  was 
supplying  this  people  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the 
church,  at  which  time  he  was  chosen  pastor.  On  the  31st  of 
September,  1848,  the  Freewill  Baptist  church  was  organized  in 
the  old  chapel.  The  council  consisted  of  Klders  Fisk,  Calley, 
and  Amos  Brown.  The  charge  was  given  by  Elder  Fisk. 
October  3,  following.  Favor  Locke  and  William  Katon  were 
elected  deacons,  and  the  following  covenant  was  adopted  ; 
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COVENANT  0»    THB    PRBKWlt.l,    BAPTIST    CHURCH    IN    BRlSTOt,  ADOPTED 

octoheb  3.  1848. 

Preamble. 

Having  been  brouf^ht,  as  we  humbly  trust,  by  divine  grace  to  trust 
the  Lord  Jmus  Christ  ae  our  Savior,  through  whose  merits  alone  we  hope 
to  be  savircl  ;  iLud  believing  that  God  requires  us  to  unite  our  eflorts  to 


promote  the  interents  of  Christ's  Kitiedoui  on  the  earth,  in  order  n.  .  . 
cleariy  to  undcrittiiiid  our  duty  to  Gou,  to  one  another,  and  to  the  world, 
we  iul<i]>t  the  (olhiwiUK  "s  our 

Church  Covenant. 

This  church  shall  be  kuown  as  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Bris- 
tol. We  agree  to  take  the  Moly  Scriptures  for  our  ouly  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,  nud  to  reject  as  human  and  dangerous  whatever  they  do  not 
require  as  of  divine  nathority.  We  believe  that  tile  Treatise  on  the  Faith 
nf  the  I'rce  Will  Ttaptiiits  coiiLtinn  n  niiiniiDiry  of  the  doctrint's  of  the 
llibU-,  wliit'li  u'l'  iiKfei'  (o  owti  nnd  defi'iid  iieourdin);  to  Ihu  hutl  of  our 
ability.  Wc  Hoh'uinly  eovonunt  hetori;  (iod  tlmt  vrn  will  strive  by  his 
iihsImUii};  unict  to  exouiplify  our  confciviion  by  n  practice,  which  shall 
C(>r^«.'^)|M>n■l  l<>  :ill  which  we  have  above  professed.  And  wv  do  now  Rive 
uurselveM  jmlilickly  uud  renewedly  to  Uod  to  love  and  serve  hjni  till 
death  —  aud  to  his  people  to  live  together  with  them  in  brotherly  love 
and  union.  And  ne  do  solemnly  covenant,  that  we  will  exercise  a  mutual 
Christian  care  and  watchfulness  over  one  another  and  will  faithfully 


labor  for  the  promotion  of  each  others  spiritual  wellfare  by  fervent 
>ruyeT,  faithful  lulmonitions  and  nffeclionnle  rebuke  if  iieceBsiiry — will 
endeavor  to  restore  the  erring  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  and  labor  to- 


gcthiT  by  prayer,  precept  and  example  for  the  salvation  o 

We  do  eovcniinl  Hint  we  will  eoulribule  of  our  sultstiince  for  the 
support  of  a  fiiilhful  ministry  among  us,  aud  the  necessary  means  of 
griice,  and  will  be  devole<l  to  the  needy  and  especially  to  the  poor  of  our 
own  flinreh  ;  and  wi'  will  as  far  as  wu  arc  able  allciiU  u|inn  the  )iub1ic 
ivorshlpof  Uod,  and  the  stated  meeting  of  the  church,  and  will  [pray}  for 
its  prosperity  and  uplifting  in  the  most  holy  faith ;  and  we  will  not  forsake 
it  iu  adversity,  but  will  bear  each  others  burdens,  and  so  fulfill  the  law 
of  Christ.  We  will  constantly  maintain  secret  and  family  devotions,  and 
wc  will  religiously  iustruct  those  under  our  care,  and  will  cordially 
cooperate  wilh  those  who  minister  to  us  in  holy  things  and  will  esteem 
them  highly  (or  their  works  sake. 

We  covenant  that  wc  will  not  trafTic  in  nor  use  intoxicating  drinks  as 
a  iH'vcrnge,  and  that  we  will  sustain  the  other  lienevolent  euterprises  of 
the  day,  as  ininsions,  Sabbath  schools,  moral  reform,  anti-slavery  educa- 
tion, ami  all  others  which  in  the  use  of  holy  means,  tend  to  the  glory  of 
C.w\  and  the  wclirare  of  men. 

We  eoveuunt  aii<l  agree  that  we  will  love  all  those  who  love  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  that  we  will  avoid  all  extravagance  and  sinful  conform- 
ity to  the  world,  and  will  abstain  from  all  ninful  aniuseincnts,  us  theatre, 
daui'iHK  nnd  Kixnblini;,  and  from  all  vain  festivals,  and  will  refndn  from 
all  unchaste  nnd  pri'fane  conversation,  and  from  the  reading  of  wicked 
and  corruiiting  putilications.  We  will  widk  circumspectly  towards  tjiose 
without,  that  the  cause  of  God  be  not  reproached  on  our  account. 

And  may  llie  God  of  peace  sanctify  us  wholly  and  preserve  us  blanie- 
kss  to  the  coming  of  our  I^rd  Jesus  Christ  to  Joiu  the  glorified  around 
the  throne  of  God  in  ascribing  blessing  and  honor  and  glory  and  power 
unto  him  that  sitteth  on  the  tlirone  and  unto  the  Lamb  forever  ancl  ever. 
A  men. 
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Those  who  united  with  the  chtirch  at  its  orp;aiii/.fltioii  were 
WiUiam  Eaton,  Payor  Locke  and  wife,  John  M.  K.  liinmoiis 
and  wife,  Mrs.  Isaac  Swett,  Mrs.  Sally  Perkins,  and  Benjamin 
Q.  Fellows. 

Rev.  David  Galley  closed  his  first  pastorate  of  this  church 
May  1,  1849,  being  obliRed  to  relinquish  public  speaking  011  ac- 
count of  a  throat  trouble.  Rev.  Francis  F,  Newell  succeeded 
him,  and  served  till  May  18,  [850. 

In  Marclii  1850,  Elder  Fisk  proposed  that  the  old  chapel  be 
torn  down  and  a  new  edifice  erected  from  the  material,  on  laud 
offered  by  him  on  Summer  street.  This  was  done  a  few  months 
later  and  the  present  church  was  erected.  The  new  edifice  cost 
$1,260,  and  $900  was  realized  from  the  sale  of  pews.  Thiswork 
was  done  largely  through  the  efforts  and  means  of  Elder  Fisk, 
and  he  took  the  unsold  pews  in  the  new  church  as  compensa- 
tion. The  pews  in  the  old  church  were  appraised  at$i  each, 
and  Gilman  Ingalls,  Jr.,  Stephen  Nelson,  and  Joseph  Kidder 
were  the  building  committee. 

The  new  church  was  40  x  48  feet  square,  and  contained 
fifty-four  pews.  These  were  on  a  level  except  the  singing  seats 
in  the  south  end  which  were  rai.sed  two  and  three  steps.  The  pul- 
pit was  between  the  two  doors  in  the  north  end.  Four  years 
later,  the  iKiscnicnl  was  completed  lor  a  vestry. 

The  first  pastor  in  the  new  church  was  Rev.  Samuel  P.  Fer- 
nald,  who  commenced  his  services  here  the  same  day  that  his 
predecessor  retired.  He  continued  here  till  September,  1853, 
when  he  closed  a  most  acceptable  pastorate.  Mr.  Femald  was 
bom  in  North  Berwick,  Me,,  May  25,  iSog.  He  was  ordained 
at  East  Wolfeboro,  May  26,  18.13.  He  held  pastorates  at  East 
Tiltou,  Northwoocl,  Candia,  Gihnanton  Iron  Works,  where  he 
remained  nine  years,  Bristol,  three  years,  Northwood,  Ports- 
month,  Goshen,  Me.,  Moultouboro,  Tullonlmro,  closiufir  tiis 
pastorate  at  the  last  named  place  iu  1870.  lie  sul>se(|Ueiilly 
served  one  year  at  Holderness,  two  years  at  Water  Village,  and 
at  Holderness  again  one  year.  He  died  in  North  Benvick,  Me., 
June  9,  1888.' 

On  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Femald,  Rev.  David  Galley  again 
assumed  the  pastorate  of  this  church  and  continued  till  i860, 
serving  seven  years.  During  this  time,  he  saw  the  society 
placed  on  a  firm  basis  and  general  prosperity  attend  it. 

Rev,  Hiram  S.  Sleeper  labored  here  from  May  20,  1880,  till 
March,  1862.  Mr,  Sleeper  was  born  in  New  Sharon,  Me.,  Jan. 
II,  1811,  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Farmington  quar- 
terly meeting  in  1839,  and  was  ordained  in  December,  1842. 
He  served  as  pastor  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  church  at  Oardncr, 
Me.,  (or  t\vo  years;  at  Monhegaii,  Me.;  at  l'!iipp,shurg.  Me., 

'  Sec  GeiieulojfJCB. 
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lour  years.  A(ter  prccicliitig  fifteen  years;  he  entered  the  New 
Hampton  Biblical  Institute,  but  left  before  the  end  of  the  year 
toaccept  a  call  to  the  pastorale  of  the  church  atUpjierCibnanton, 
where  lie  remained  five  years  from  November,  1855.  After  his 
Bristol  pastorate,  he  served  four  years  at  Loudon,  and  was  pastor 
of  the  Freewill  Baptist  church  at  Meredith  Center  when  he 
died,  Aug,  11,  1867. 

Rev.  David  Galley,  (or  tlie  third  time,  became  pastor  of  this 
churcli  on  the  retirement  o(  Mr.  Slcc|»cr,  and  continued  another 
seven  ytiirs.  Duriiif^  tliis  Inst  pastorale,  tlic  church  edifice  was 
remodeled  {iJ*67).  Ttn  feet  was  added  to  its  length  on  the 
.south,  entries  were  made  in  the  front  end,  the  orchestra  and  the 
pulpit  were  transposed,  the  pews  turned  round  and  a  furnace 
placed  in  the  basement.  These  changes  cost  $Soo,  of  which 
$$co  was  raised  by  an  assessment  on  the  pews. 

Rev.  llAvid  Galley  profes.sed  religion  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  and  the  nexl  year  (1857)  he  received  a  license  to  preach. 
In  May,  1843,  he  was  ordained  at  the  Sandwich  Quarterly  meet- 
ing, and  the  next  month  he  became  the  pastor  of  the  Freewill 
Baptist  church  at  No.  Tunbridge,  Vt.,  where  he  remained  till 
April,  1847.  He  then  resigned  and  went  to  Plymouth  to  care 
for  his  father  in  his  lost  sickness.  During  his  residence  at 
Plymouth,  he  preached  at  Holdemess  and  other  places,  and 
commenced  his  labors  as  a  supply  for  the  church  at  Bristol. 
After  retiring  from  his  first  pastorate  at  Bristol,  he  preached  but 
once  for  Ihrce  ycai-s ;  hut,  in  1852,  he  rcsnmed  public  work  and 
continued  in  the  active  work  of  the  pastorate  for  forty  years. 
After  his  second  pastorate  at  Bristol,  he  returned  to  North  Tun- 
bridge, Vt.,  where  he  remained  tliree  years  and  theu  again 
returned  to  the  Bristol  church  for  another  seven  years.  Mr. 
Galley  thus  served  sixteen  years  as  pastor  of  the  Bristol  church. 
To  no  one  man  does  this  church  owe  more  than  to  Rev.  David 
Galley.  He  was  a  man  of  great  natural  abilities,  an  excellent 
preacher,  devoted,  godly,  and  his  pure  life  and  disinterested 
lalK>rs  endeared  him  to  all  classes  in  the  coninitinity.  He  was 
of  fine  personal  presence,  standing  six  feet,  two  inches  high. 
After  retiring  from  the  work  in  Bristol,  he  labored  two  years  in 
Alexandria ;  eight  years  in  Sandwich  ;  two  years  again  in  Alex- 
andria, and  five  years  in  North  Sandwich  till  1887,  Center 
Sandwich,  South  Taniworth,  and  Meredith  Center,  where  he 
closed  his  pn-ttoral  Inlmrs  in  May,  1892.  Mr.  Galley  is  still 
living  in  Bristol  at  the  good  a^e  of  eighty-seven,  beloved  and 
resi>ectcd  by  all.     He  .still  does  occa.sional  service. 

Rev.  (leorgc  J.  Ablx>ll  commciiccd  to  serve  this  people  as 
pastor  June  1,  1870,  and  continued  till  September,  1873.  In 
1872,  the  audience  room  was  finely  frescoed.  Mr.  Abbott  was 
lx)rn  in  Jackson,  Me.,  in  1830.  He  was  educated  at  New 
Hampton  and  ordained,  June,   1858,  at  Unity.     His  pastorates 
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were  South  Monteville,  Wayne,  and  Dover,  Me.;  Gonic,  Bris- 
tol, Hampton;  Apponaug,  R.  I.,  and  at  Oakland,  Me.,  where 
he  died  Nov.  3,  1883,  aged  fifty-three  years. 

Rev.  Lewis  Malvern  served  this  cliurch  as  pastor  from 
September,  1873,  till  March,  1876,  Mr.  Malvern  was  born  iti 
Cheltenham,  England,  June  9,  18+6.  He  was  educated  at  New 
Hampton,  licen.sed  to  preach  in  1867,  and  onlnliied  by  the 
Sandwich  Quarterly  meeting  June  3,  1874.  His  first  pastorate 
was  Bristol,  and  his  work  here  greatly  strengthened  this  church 
and  increased  its  membership.  During  his  pastorate,  a  pipe 
organ  was  placed  in  the  church  at  a  cost  of  $3oo.  He  left  Bris- 
tol, and  went  to  Laconia,  thence  to  Manchester,  and  again  to 
Laconia,  where  he  filled  a  long  pastorate.  He  is  now  pastor  oi 
a  church  in  Portland,  Mc. 

Rev,  Lewis  Malveni  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  William  C. 
Hulse,  who  served  as  pastor  from  August,  1876,  till  February, 
1877.  Rev.  Nathan  C.  Lothrop  assumed  the  pastorate  of  this 
church  in  May,  1877,  coming  from  Candia,  and  continued  till 
April,  1881.  In  January,  1879,  the  afternoon  service  at  this  church 
was  discontinued.  Mr.  Lothrop  fitted  for  the  ministry  at  New 
Hampton,  graduating  from  the  literary  department  in  1861. 
Before  coming  to  Bristol,  he  was  pastor  at  South  Berwick,  Me., 
at  Milton,  Strafford,  and  Cnndia.  Since  leaving  Bristol,  he  has 
filled  pastorates  at  Deerfield,  where  he  remained  four  and  one- 
half  years  and  added  forty-two  to  the  church  ;  at  Lebanon,  Me., 
Contoocook,  and  Strafford  Corner,  and  now  at  Contoocook. 

Aug.  15,  1880,  a  farewell  service  was  tendered  Rev.  Eben- 
ezer  Fisk  at  this  church,  it  being  the  last  Sunday  previous  to 
his  departure  for  the  West  to  make  his  home  with  his  son.  The 
communion  was  administered.  Remarks  were  nmde  by  Rev. 
H.  S.  Thompson,  of  the  Metho<list  church ;  by  Rev.  Newell 
Culver;  Rev.  li,  L.  Jaggar,  o(  the  Congregational  church;  by 
Mr,  Fisk,  and  others.  The  service  was  very  fitting  and  touch- 
ing. When  the  Second  Freewill  Baptist  church  at  New  Hamp- 
ton disbanded,  Mr.  Fisk  took  a  letter  to  the  church  at  New 
Hampton  village,  and  yet  he  may  appropriately  be  calle<l  the 
father  of  the  church  in  Bristol,  It  was  througli  his  liberality 
that  the  church  edifice  was  bnilt,  an<I  in  every  emergency  he 
was  a  liberal  contributor.  Mr.  b'isk  was  a  remarkable  man. 
He  was  bom  in  Boscawen,  Oct.  i,  i8oz.  He  studied  at  the  old 
institution  at  New  Hampton,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  con- 
secrated himself  to  God.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1828 ;  or- 
dained by  the  Sandwich  Quarterly  conference  Nov.  4,  1830,  and 
at  once  became  associate  pastor,  with  his  father,  of  the  Second 
Freewill  Baptist  church  iu  New  Hampton.  His  father  died 
Feb.  9,  1834,  and  he  continued  in  charge  of  this  church  for 
twenty  years.  He  was  a  farmer  as  well  as  a  preacher,  a  man  of 
.spotless  character,  jxisscsscd   an   uiuisnal  amount  of  common 
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sense  ntid  great  native  eloqnence,  gifted  in  prayer,  of  large 
synipatliy  with  his  fellowmen  and  great  faith  in  God.  He  died 
at  Jfickso".  Mich.,  Oct.  2,  1890,  aged  eiglUy-eight  years  and 
one  day. 

Rev.  Geo.  O.  Wiggin  became  pastor  of  this  church  in 
April,  [8S3.  He  was  ordained  as  a  Cliristian  minister  and 
installed  as  pastor  of  this  church  at  a  session  of  the  Sandwich 
Quarterly  meeting  in  Bristol,  Aug,  24,  i88s.  These  services 
were  largely  allencicd  and  nuicli  interest  was  manifested.  The 
program  was  as  follows:  Invocation  and  reading  Scriptures, 
Rev.  C  W.  GrifTni,  Alexandria;  prayer,  Rev.  J.  W.  Scribner, 
New  Hampton;  sennon,  Rev.  E.  W.  Porter,  Lowell,  Mass.; 
ordaining  prayer,  Rev.  David  Callcy,  Sandwich ;  charge  to 
pastor.  Rev.  Mr.  Scribner;  right  hand  of  fellowship,  Rev.  K. 
H.  Prescott,  New  Hampton;  charge  to  church,  Rev.  J.  B, 
Davis,  Meredith.     Mr.  Wiggiu  retired  in  April,  |836. 

In  July,  lollowiiig  llie  rclircnicnt  of  Mr.  Wiggin.  Rev. 
KolKirt  D.  I'rost  Iiccanie  pastor  and  remained  nine  nionlhs, 
rctirint;  in  April,  1887,  Mr.  i'nxst  was  born  in  Sugar  Grove, 
111.,  Oct.  15,  1846.  He  was  graduated  from  Hillsdale  college, 
March,  1873;  from  Bates,  1881,  and  ordained  at  Dover  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1874.  March  18,  1874,  he  sailed  lor  India  as  a  missionary 
and  returned  in  March,  1876.  His  pastorates  before  coming  to 
Bristol  were  Limerick,  Me.,  and  Grafton,  Mass.  Kroni  Bristol 
he  went  to  Block  Island,  R.  I. 

Kcv.  William  A.  Ncnly  assumed  the  i>a.sloral  care  ol  this 
church  in  June,  18S8,  and  he  coutinued  the  work  till  declining 
health  comitolted  him,  in  January,  1890,  to  tender  his  resignation, 
to  lake  effect  Keb.  I.  Hedied  June  38.  following.  Mr.  Nealywas 
a  most  devoted  and  faithful  man  and  he  .ipared  not  himself  to 
minister  to  his  people.  Mr.  Nealy  studied  at  Green  Mountain 
seminary,  and  was  ordained  to  the  Christian  ministry  Dec.  32, 
1872.  Before  coming  to  Bristol  he  was  pastor  of  the  Freewill 
Baptist  church  at  Franklin,  Vt.;  Putnam,  N.  Y.;  East  Orange 
iind  Ti)|)sliain,  Vl.;  Tiverton  and  Arlington,  R,  1. 

Rev.  J.  W.  ThoHifis  succeeded  Mr.  Nealy.  Mr.  Thomas 
was  ordained  by  the  Rhode  Island  and  Eastern  Connecticut 
conference  in  j866,  before  he  had  reached  the  age  ol  twenty 
years.  He  labored  with  marked  success  among  the  churches  of 
southern  Ma5.sachu setts  till  1877,  when  he  went  to  the  Pacific 
coast  on  account  of  his  health,  atid  Ijecame  connected  with  the 
Golden  Gate  as.'WKiation  of  the  Free  Baptists,  In  1890,  he  came 
east,  and  in  August  of  that  year  assumed  the  pastoral  care  of 
this  church  and  continued  till  May,  1894.  Mr,  Thomas  was  an 
efficient  and  faithful  worker,  and  did  good  service  for  this 
church.  He  was  ably  assisted  by  Mrs.  Thomas,  who  was  an 
excellent  gospel  singer.  .She  also  took  charge  of  the  social 
meetings  and  filled  the  desk  on  the  sabbath  when  her  husband 
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could  not  be  present.  Since  leaving  Bristol,  Mr.  Thomas  has  filled 
pastorates  at  Brunswick,  Me.,  and  Rockland,  Me.  He  is  now 
living  in  Roxbury,  Mass. 

The  church  edifice  was  lurtlier  improved  in  the  spring  of 
1894,  when  the  pew-s  were  reset,  the  orchestra  placed  at  the 
right  of  the  desk,  carjicts  laid,  colored  gliLss  windows  put  in, 
walls  rcfrescoed,  and  the  steeple  rebnilt.  The  church  was 
rededicatcd  Thursday,  June  zS.  The  dedicatory  sennoa  was 
preached  by  Rev.  Geo.  L.  White,  of  New  Hampton.  Revs. 
G.O,  Wiggin,  David  Galley  and  N.  C.  Lothrop,  all  former  pastors, 
assisted  in  the  service,  and  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
Rev.  A.  B.  Meservey.  Ph.  D. 

Rev,  Simeon  J.  Weed  commenced  his  services  as  pastor  of 
this  church  May  i,  iSqi^,  and  continued  till  March  31,  1897. 
Mr.  Weed  was  born  in  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  March  11,  1S54. 
He  was  ordained  in  September,  1877,  and  was  settled  over  the 
Harrisburg,  Ohio,  church.  His  other  pastorates  before  coming 
to  Bristol  were  Jennersville  and  Dunnings  Creek,  Pa.;  Cotton- 
wood, 111.,  and  Colebrook  and  Green,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Albert  W.  Jefferson  was  pastor  of  this  church  from 
June  1,  1897,  till  Mar.  i,  igoo.  This  was  Mr,  Jefferson's  first 
pastorate.  He  was  a  fine  scholar  and  an  eloquent  speaker,  and 
the  cluirch  made  substantial  ^ains  during  his  paslonilc.  His 
retirement  was  a  great  loss  to  the  church  and  the  community. 
On  Saturday  evening,  before  his  departure,  a  reception  tendered 
him  was  largely  attended  and  he  was  presented  with  a  quilt  con- 
taining the  names  of  500  people.  On  leaving  Bristol,  Mr,  Jeffer- 
son assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  Free  Baptist  church  at  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Taplin  J.  Winslnde  succeeded  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr. 
Winslade  was  liorn  in  I^ndon,  Eng.,  in  1870,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  twenty  years  o(  age.  He  look  a  course  o( 
study  at  the  Gordon  Missionary  Training  school  in  Boston  and 
then  labored  for  some  years  as  an  evangelist.  He  first  preached 
as  a  supply  for  this  church  Mar.  8,  1900,  and  Mar.  27,  follow- 
ing, a  call  was  extended  to  him  to  become  its  pastor,  which 
he  accepted.  Jan,  30,  1901,  he  was  ordained  iu  the  Free  Baptist 
church.  The  opening  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Daniel  Ou- 
stott,  pastor  of  the  Methotlist  church  ;  the  sermon  was  by  Rev. 
J,  Franklin  Babb,  of  Ashland;  presentation  of  candidate,  by 
Rev.  F.  I,.  Wiley,  of  I^aconia;  prayer  of  consecration,  by  Rev. 
J.  Erskine,  of  Meredith,  who  was  joined  in  the  laying  on  of 
hands,  by  Mr,  Wiley  and  Rev.  O.  D.  Patch,  of  Manchester; 
charge  and  conferment  were  given  by  Mr.  Patch  ;  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship  was  extended  by  Mr.  Davis  ;  address  to  the  church. 
Rev.  K.  G.  Eastman,  of  Meredith  ;  welcome  to  the  field.  Rev. 
John  W.  Savage,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church ;  benedic- 
tion by  Rev.  Mr.  Winslade.     Mr.  Winslade  was  an  indomitable 
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wftrkor.  and  iimlcr  liis  Inlxirs  Oie  nllciidaiicc  at  cliiircli  aiul  llie 
.social  iiiccliiigs  largely  increased  and  tliat  of  tlie  Sun  day -school 
doubled.  He  closed  his  pastorale  here  June  30,  1903,  and  ac- 
cepted t!ie  pastorale  of  the  church  at  Orr's  Island,  Me.,  and  at 
the  same  lime,  began  a  course  of  theological  study  at  Cobb 
Divinity  .school,  Lewiston,  Me.  In  October,  following,  lie  as- 
sumed the  pastorate  of  the  Free  Baptist  church  at  I,isbon  Falls, 
Me.,  continuing  his  studies  at  Lewiston.  Mr.  Winslade  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  H.  K.  Wilson,  who  is  now  serving  this  church. 

MUMltKRSllIP 

In  1850,  the  membership  of  this  church  was  reported  as  34  ; 
in  1S60,  as  69;  1870,  70;  iStto,  126;  1890,  107  ;  1895,  101 ;  1900, 
100 ;  1902,  105. 

PASTORS 

David  Ciilk-y,  Oct.  .1.  1848-May  i,  1849. 
I''rrnicis  1*.  Ncwcll,  May  1,  1849-May  18,  1850, 
S.  1'.  Fernald,  May  iH.  1850-ScptemIjer,  1853. 
David  Cailey,  September,  1853-May  ao,  i860, 
H.  S.  Sleeper.  May  20,  1860-March,  1862. 
David  Calley,  March,  iS63-March,  1870. 
George  J.  Abbott,  June  i,  1870-Septeniber,  1873. 
Lewis  Malvern,  September,  1873-Marcli,  1876. 
William  C.  Hulse,  August,  1 876-Febr«ary,  1877. 
Nalhiin  C.  l,olhrop.  May,   i877~Apnl,  1881. 
A.  H.  Shcrw<KHl,  supplied  four  muulhs. 
1'^  C.  Clark,  supplied  fonr  monlhs. 
George  O.  Wiggin,  April,  1882-April,  1886. 
R.  D.  Frost,  July,  1886-April,  1887. 
W.  A.  Nealjf,  June,  1888-Feb.  i,  1890. 
J.  W.  Thomas,  August,  1890-May  i,  1894. 
S.  C.  Eldridge,  supplied  a  few  months. 
George  W.  S.inboru,  supplied  24  Sundays.     • 
S.  J.  Wfcd.  May  i,  1895-Mar.  31,  1897. 
Albert  W.  Jefferson,  June  1,  iSg7-Mar.  i,  1900. 
Taplin  J.  Winslade,  March,  1900-July  30,  1902. 
H,  E.  Wilson,  Aug.  i,  1902, 

DEACONS 

Favor  Locke,  Oclolrer,  1848-June,  1870. 
William  I ia ton,  October,  1848-Scpt.  1,  1852. 
Josc|)h  Rollins.  Sept.  i,  iSsi-June  i,  1870. 
Miwt'S  W.  Favor,  June  1,  1870,  resigned. 
Nicliolas  *r.  Chase,  June  i,  1870-Nov.  27,  1893. 
Fvcrelt  J.  Gordon,  Aug.  i,  1901. 
Nonli  1,.  Sinclair,  Aug.  1,  1901. 
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ECCLnSIASTICAI,  — CATHOUC   CHURCH 

Shall  I  ask  the  brave  soldier  who  fights  by  my  side 
In  the  cause  of  nmukiiid,  if  our  creMs  agree  ? 
Shall  I  give  up  the  friend  I  have  valued  and  tried. 
If  he  kueels  not  before  the  same  altar  with  me  t 

The  first  Catholic  service  in  Bristol  was  held  by  Rev,  l-'atlier 
Timotliy  W.  Coakley  in  t888.  At  that  time,  there  were  witliiii 
five  miles  ol  Bristol  village,  one  hundred  cotnmiinicants  of  that 
faith.  From  that  time,  services  were  held  monthly,  or  when- 
ever convenient.  In  January,  1900,  Rev.  Father  Coakley  be- 
came the  resident  pa.stor  of  these  people.  He  estimated  that 
there  were  in  tliis  vicinity,  at  that  time,  two  hundred  coinninni- 
cants.  Father  Coakley  is  a  fine  French  and  ICnglish  schotnr. 
He  was  educated  at  I'htllips-lvxeler  academy,  ami  at  the  (liaiid 
seminary  in  Montreal,  where  lie  was  graduated  in  it)86,  and  at 
once  entered  the  priesthood. 

On  coming  to  Bristol,  Father  Coakley  at  once  took  steps 
for  the  erection  of  a  church.  The  site  selected  was  the  comer  of 
School  and  Mayhew  streets.  Plans  were  drawn  by  Chickering 
&  O'Coimell,  architects,  of  Manchester;  work  was  commenced 
May  I,  1900,  by  the  builder,  Frank  X.  Laflaninie,  of  Man- 
chester, and  the  church  was  completed  in  August,  following. 
This  church  is  40x75  feet,  nnd  is  provided  wilh  nil  modern 
conveniences.  The  ceiling  and  walls  are  finely  frescoed.  There 
are  nine  memorial  windows,  the  chief  one  being  that  in  the  or- 
gan loft,  which  represents  St.  Cecilia,  the  patron  saint  ol  music. 
This  was  the  gift  of  Rt,  Rev.  Dennis  M.  Bradley.  The  marble 
altar  was  the  gift  of  Sisters  of  Mercy,  Manchester,  The  seating 
capacity  is  three  hundred.  The  entrance  and  anlermmis  lor  the 
oflicialing  clergy  are  on  Mayhew  street,  the  balcony  (or  llie  clioir 
and  bell  lower  on  School  street.  It  is  called  Si.  Tinnttby's 
Catholic  church. 

This  church  was  dedicated  Sunday,  Aug.  23, 1900.  The  ex- 
ercises began  by  I^w  mass  at  8  a.  m.,  celebrated  by  Rt.  Rev. 
Bishop  Bradley  of  Manchester,  assisted  by  Rev.  Father  McGill, 
ol  St.  Joseph's  cathedral,  Manchester,  and  Father  Coakley. 
The  High  mass  began  at  10:30,  and  was  sung  by  Rev.  Father 
Finnegan,  of  Claremont,  a.ssisted  by  Mr.  Burke,  of  Boston,  and 
the   regular  choir  of   Ashlainl.     At   this  mass,  a  sermon  was 
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preached  by  tlie  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop,  who  look  for  his  text  the  fot- 
lowiug:  "Blessed  are  the  eyes  that  see  the  things  which  you 
see.  For  I  say  unto  you  that  many  prophets  and  kings  have  de- 
sired to  see  the  things  that  you  see  and  have  not  seen  them,  and 
to  hear  the  things  that  you  hear  and  have  not  heard  them." 
The  sermon  was  preceded  by  an  address,  in  their  native  tongue, 
to  the  French  people  present. 

Among  the  clergy  in  the  sanctuary  were  Rev.  Daniel  W. 
Murphy,  P.  R.,  of  Dover,  and  Rev.  P.  J.  Fiiuiegan,  of  Clare- 
mout.  Rev.  Father  McOill  ably  assisted  the  choir  in  rendering 
l/conard's  nia.ss,  and  Mi.ss  Mary  Little,  of  Ashland,  was  a  valua- 
ble assistant  to  the  choir.  The  organist  was  Mrs.  W.  P.  Norris, 
of  Ashland. 

Immediately  preceding  the  High  mass  came  the  dedicatory 
services  of  the  church,  with  its  various  prayers,  the  exorcisms, 
the  sprinkling  with  holy  water,  and  other  ceremonies,  all  point- 
ing to  the  withdrawal  of  the  edifice  from  profane  purposes  to  the 
sacred  work  of  the  church. 

Father  Coakley  continued  to  reside  iu  Bristol  till  May,  1901, 
when  he  removed  to  Knfield ;  but  Bristol  is  still  included  iu  his 
parish,  and  he  holds  services  here  monthly,  or  ofteaer,  as  occa- 
sion requires. 
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RDUCATIONAI, 

There  in  bi*  ooiay  maaafon,  skilled  to  rule. 
TUe  village  master  taught  his  little  school. 

—CoUstHUk. 

The  proprietors  of  New  Chester  set  aside  one  share,  con- 
sisting of  fonr  lots  of  Innd  of  one  hiiiMlrc<l  acres  ciich,  for  the 
benefit  of  scliools.  These  lots  were  No.  25,  in  the  First  Divi- 
sion, Nos,  I  and  37  in  the  Third  Division,  and  No.  89  in  the 
Fourth  Division. 

In  1775,  an  article  was  first  inserted  in  the  town  warrant  to 
see  if  the  town  would  raise  any  money  for  schools.  Instead  of 
raising  any,  the  town  voted  to  sell  the  tiniher  on  Lot  No. 
37,  for  the  benefit  of  schools.  That  a  part  of  this  timber  was 
sold  seems  probable  from  the  fact  that,  in  1784,  it  was  voted  to 
call  in  the  money  dnc  (or  timt>er  for  tlie  Itcnefit  of  schools.  In 
1776,  it  was  voted  that  "there  should  l>e  money  raised  for 
schools";  but  the  record  is  silent  as  to  how  much,  if  any,  was 
voted.  In  1777,  $40  was  raised,  and  Peter  Sleeper  was  made  a 
committee  to  hire  a  schoolmaster.  This  small  amount  appears 
to  have  been  all  the  extra  money  raised  for  schools  previous  to 
1785- 

It  is  apparent  that  the  people  were  not  indifferent  to  the 
necessity  for  schools,  and  yet  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  their 
support  were  so  great  that  one  year  passed  without  any  sch(M>l 
being  held  in  the  town.  For  this  neglect  a  complaint  was  filed 
with  the  grand  jury  at  the  September  term  in  1785,  and  the 
town  was  indicted  and  fined  fifteen  shillings  and  four  pence.  As 
trivial  as  this  fine  may  appear,  the  town  discharged  the  addi- 
tional burden  in  two  annual  payments. 

In  December,  following  the  indictment  of  the  town,  a  town 
■ncetiug  was  held,  and  fCyo  was  voted  for  schools.  Thomas 
Crawford,  Knsign  Reulwn  Wells,  and  Carr  Hiise  were  made  a 
committee  to  hire  schoolmasters  and  mistresses.  At  the  annual 
meeting  in  March,  1786,  a  like  sum  was  raised,  and  the  next 
year  eighteen  pounds.  In  1788,  $80  was  voted,  payable  in  In- 
dian com,  grain,  or  neat  stock,  and  the  next  year  twenty 
pounds  was  raised,  payable  in  the  same  way.  In  1790,  twenty 
pounds  was  again  voted,  and  a  committee  was  elected  consist- 
ing of  Theophilus  Sanborn,  Cutting  Favor,  and  John  Smith  to 
look  after  the  pine  timl>er  on  the  school  lots.     From  the  first 
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settleuieiit  of  the  town,  depredations  were  committed  on  all  the 
pnblic  lots,  thus  constantly  annoying  the  people. 

Lot  No.  37,  in  the  Third  Division,  was  next  west  of  the  mill 
lot  on  Smith's  river,  extending  on  both  sides  of  the  stream  a 
long  way  westward.  In  1778,  Joshua  ToKord,  the  owner  of  the 
mills  on  this  stream,  asked  the  privilege  of  flowing  this  lot,  and 
it  was  voted  at  the  town  meeting  that  year,  "that  Joshua  Tel- 
ford, Esq.,  Should  have  a  Privilege  of  Flowing  a  Part  of  the 
School  Ix)t  at  the  Lower  End  of  the  Town  By  his  Giving  an 
obligation  not  to  Damnify  Sd  Lot  Gut  the  Sd  Tolford  is  not  to 
Flow  Sd  Lot  if  it  Does  Damnify  it." 

Ill  January,  1791,  the  timber  on  this  lot  was  sold  at  auction, 
in  lots  of  ten  thousand  feet  each.  The  advertisement  lor  the  sale 
was  as  follows : 

New  Chester,  I4jnn7,  1791. 
To  1)1'  Milil  by  UH  Snlincrflicm  tliin  1):iy  iit  I'lilillc  Vciiilut;  tliu  wliiilu  or 
piirt  of  llio  iihie  liiiilicr  uii  the  Scliool  Lot  iu  Nuw  Clicster,  to  bt  nlriicfc 
off  to  tliv  htKlient  bidder  Uic  Conditio iin  of  snle  nri.-  aa  follows  Snid  Tim- 
ber Shall  be  Sold  by  the  Tliousitud  and  tlie  puy  shall  lie  iu  Coru  three 
shiliingB  r^e  four  or  wheat  five  or  neat  stock,  at  that  reckoning  first  the 
hi^hcat  bidder  shall  be  the  purchaser.  2d  the  purchaser  shall  have 
thirteen  months  to  Move  Said  Timber,  thirdly  the  pay  shall  be  made  in 
thirteen  months  from  the  Sale  and  fourthly  wee  in  our  Capacity  enKoge 
the  putchasera  liberty  and  privilege  to  Cut  and  Carry  off  what  they  nhall 
purchase  provided  it  is  within  thirteen  luontha  and  We  In  our  Capacity 
Rind  our  Selves  in  the  renal  sum  of  fifty  pounds  Lawful  money  for  the 
|ir4i|H.T  iKTlorinnriro  of  the  nlmvu  nrticlcs  &c. 

Theopbilus  Sanborn,  1  ,,„„.„!,.„ 
John'smhh,  'jCotumittee. 

Theopbilus  Sauboru,  Vendue  master. 
John  Smith,  Clerk. 

N.  B.  the  above  purchasers  are  to  Cut  and  Carry  off  pinea  tliat  will 
wake  a  board  13  iuches  wide. 

Seven  lots  of  ten  thousand  feet  each  and  two  lots  of  twenty 
thonsiind  each  were  sold  at  tlic  unifonn  price  of  two  shillings 
and  three  pence  per  thousand.  Joshua  Tolford,  John  Smith, 
Joseph  Hoyt,  Jonathan  Merrill,  Elijah  Sanborn,  and  John  Colby 
were  the  purchasers. 

Two  months  after  this  sale,  the  town  voted  to  sell  a  lease  of 
the  lot  for  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  and  it  was  sold 
at  auction  April  Rlh  of  that  year.  This  I<it  was  then  dcscrilxjd 
a-s  an  "exceedingly  gixid  lot  of  land  with  a  good  privilege  for 
mills  upon  Smith's  river,  which  runs  across  the  whole  width  of 
said  lot.  Lying  on  Coos  road  with  a  large  quantity  of  good  white 
pine  timber  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  intervale  with  good 
upland  well  situated  for  a  farm  containing  105  acres."  The 
conditions  of  this  sale  were  that  the  interest  on  the  purchase 
money  was  to  be  paid  annually  in  gold  or  silver,  grain  or  neat 
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stock ;  that  the  principal  was  to  be  paid  as  soon  as  the  pur- 
chaser desired,  aad  that  the  purchaser  was  to  have  iio  right  to 
the  timber  sold  at  auction  till  the  thirteen  months  had  expired. 
The  lot  was  sold  to  John  Smith  for  $398.33. 

These  sales  provided  a  prospective  income  to  the  town  (or 
the  benefit  of  schools,  and  evidently  stinmlatcd  the  interest  in 
education.  The  same  year  the  town  voted  J150  [or  sclio«>1s, 
payable  in  grain ;  but  the  next  year,  when  the  interest  money 
began  to  be  available,  the  town  voted  to  raise  by  taxation  only 
such  an  amount  as  the  law  required.  After  this  ilate,  small 
sums  were  voted  each  year  till  1799,  when  again  the  vote  was 
not  to  raise  any  school  money. 

The  collection  of  interest  due  the  town  was  the  source  of 
much  trouble,  both  at  this  time  and  for  many  years  later.  In 
1797,  a  committee  was  elected  with  power  to  bring  suits  lor  its 
collection. 

The  school  advantages  of  these  years  were  indeed  meagre. 
The  schools  were  held  at  private  houses  in  various  parts  of  the 
town,  as  was  most  convenient,  no  district  lines  existing,  and  the 
scholars  traveled  long  distances  to  attend.  The  sclinolniasters 
were  usually  residents  of  the  town  and  their  availnliility  was  evi- 
dently as  much  considered  as  was  their  fitiies,s  for  the  {XMitioii. 
New  Chester  was  first  divided  into  school  districts  in  1795, 
the  selectmen  being  a  committee  for  this  purpose.  They  divided 
the  town  into  seven  districts  as  follows : 

No.  I.  From  the  Franklin  line  through  Hill  village  to  the 
southerly  line  of  Cutting  Favor's  farm. 

No.  2.  From  Cutting  Favor's  south  line  to  the  northern 
slope  of  New  Chester  mountain,  including  Profile  Falls,  called 
the  "Mountain  District." 

No.  3.  Prom  the  north  line  of  the  Mountain  district  to 
Newfoiuid  river. 

No,  4.     Southern  part  of  Hilt  west  of  District  No.  1. 
No.  5.     Hill  Center. 
No.  6.     Burrough  and  Murray  hill. 

No.  7.  All  that  part  of  the  town  lying  west  of  Newfound 
river  and  lake. 

The  earliest  name  mentioned  as  a  schoolmaster  is  that  of 
Truman  Sawyer,  who  taught  two  months  in  1786  in  the  "lower 
district" — Hill  village.  He  also  taught  two  months  in  other 
parts  of  the  town,  presumably  in  what  is  now  Bristol  and  Bridge- 
water,  Nathaniel  Merrill  taught  three  months  in  the  winter  of 
1788-9,  a  part  of  the  time  in  the  "lower  district."  Samuel 
Woodman  was  schoolmaster  on  Hemp  hill  in  1788,  while  Ed- 
ward Flint  taught  in  various  parts  of  the  town  for  twelve  years 
or  more  previous  to  1800,  From  1789  to  1795,  Allen  Minor, 
Benjamin  French,  Benjamin  Kmerson,  Nathaniel  Howe,  and 
Onesiphorus  Page  each  taught  one  tenn  or  more  in  the  Mountain 
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tlistrict.  One  ol  lliew  teachers  boarded  with  Sherbuni  San- 
bom,  and  another  with  Cutting  Favor.  In  the  winter  of  ij^s-^, 
the  school  in  the  Moniitaiii  district  was  of  two  months'  duration, 
and  in  1794  it  was  of  llic  same  lenjjlli  in  the  lower  district. 
Other  persons  that  appear  as  having  taught  previous  to  1800 
are  Caleb  Welch,  Samuel  Woodman,  Stephen  Moses,  Elias 
Howard,  "Master"  Hobbs,  "Master"  Forbes,  Edward  Evans, 
Samuel  Wells,  William  Gale,  and  "Master"  Bowers  who  received 
f  16  for  icachinK  two  months.  In  1800,  Betsey  Sleeper  was  paid 
^12  for  leachiuj;  Ihrcc  months,  and  $7.34  wa,s  paid  lor  her  board 
lor  the  same  lime. 

It  was  a  conniion  practice  for  the  teacher  to  collect  his  pay 
directly  from  the  taxpayer.  Here  are  some  receipts  and  orders 
showing  tile  manner  of  doing  the  business  connected  with  the 
schools : 

New  Clu-stcr,  Miir.  17,  1787, 
Tlieii  rc-cdvcd  of  Cnrr  Ilust:  nnd  Tlioiiina  Iluse  t€ii  shilling  and  three 

!H.-iic<!  wliich  19  ill  full  for  their  school  tax  for  the  yeac  17S7  which  is  in 
ull  for  tliuir  pnrt  for  seveu  mouths  aud  six  days  scliootiiig  iu  New  Ches- 
ter.    1  say  received  iu  full  per  me. 

Edward  Flint,  school  master. 

ToCnrrlluae: 

,  Joseph  Flint,  the  sum  of  two  pounds  and 
r  giaiu   aud   yon   will   greatly  oblige  your 
Hdward  Fliut. 


New  Chusler,  Miir.  i8,  1788. 
UtTt-ivtil  of  Niitliiiniit  Siiiilmri)  five  nhilliugH  Ik  i-lght  [>cucu  l>  M  for 
(lie  Kciioul  L)x  tliut  wLiH  niiult'  the  yvnr  17S7    Rucelvcil  by  me. 

Udward  Flint 

New  Chester,  Mar.  18.  1793. 
To  John  Smith,  Bsq.,  please  to  pay  unto  Thomas  Huse  twenty  two 
Shillings  &  three  peuce  L  M  to  be  paid  in  corn  or  grain  it  being  for  his 
boarding  School  Master  Karr  for  the  Lower  Distiict  in  New  Cheater  five 
wocks  anil  four  Days  &  liis  Receipt  Shall  be  your  Discharge  for  tlic  Same 
and  we  will  allow  it  to  you  out  ol  what  is  eoiuing  to  the  town  from  you 
for  tlie  interest  Due  and  for  the  pay  for  the  timber  Sold  ofi  the  School 
lot. 

Carr  Husc,  'I    Selectmen 

William  Murray,  f  of 

Tlieophilus  Sanborn, )  New  Chester 

New  CliestLT,  Mar.  iS,  17^3. 
Then  n'Ceive<l  of  liphraim  Wel>ster  the  sum  of  six  shillings  bemg  for 
his  school  tax  for  the  year  1787.     I  Say  Received  by  me. 

Edward  Fliut. 

Feb.  31,  1788. 
Received   of   Mr.  Alexander  Craig  Seven   Shillinfj^s   and   six   pence 
towards  his  School  Knte  it  being  for  one  week's  Schooling  as  Witness  my 
liand.  Samuel  Woodward. 
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With  such  methods  as  these  in  vogiie  it  is  not  strange  that 
the  school  taxes  were  soon  in  an  inextricable  tangle.  As  the 
only  way  ont  o(  the  difficulty,  it  was  voted  to  wipe  out  all  unpaid 
school  taxes  assessed  previous  to  1788. 

In  1800,  New  Chester  for  the  first  time  elected  a  school 
committee  for  each  district  to  hire  teachers.  This  committee 
was  as  follows:  District  No.  i,  Carr  Huse  ;  No.  2,  Cutliii); 
Favor;  No.  3,  Peter Sleeiwr;  No.  4,  John  lirown  ;  No.  5, Thomas 
Favor;  No.  6,  William  Murray;  No.  7,  Samuel  Sleeper. 

In  1795,  it  was  voted  that  each  district  should  build  its  own 
schoolhouse  and  keep  it  in  repair.  This  vote  was  repeated  the 
next  year,  and  in  1797  thetownpassed,  without  action,  an  article 
to  see  if  the  town  would  build  a  schoolhouse  in  each  district.  In 
1801,  however,  tlic  town  voted  to  raise  1^400  for  schiN>lh(>usc.s.  It 
would  tlius  seem  that  no  schoolhouses  existed  in  town  at  this 
latter  date.  In  1802,  the  district  lines  were  changed,  making 
nine  districts  instead  of  seven.  From  1801  till  1805,  $1,300  was 
raised  and  expended  on  schoolhouses.'  A  building  committee, 
one  for  each  district,  consisted  of  Carr  Huse,  John  Merrill, 
Daniel  Sanborn,  Jr.,  John  Wadleigh,  Capt.  Phineas  Sargent, 
William  Murray,  Philip  Ferrin,  Moses  Watts,  and  Jonathan 
Dickcrson.  After  these  schoolhouses  were  completed,  each  dis- 
trict was  left  to  maintain  its  own  school  buildings. 

With  the  erection  of  schoolhouses,  a  new  era  dawned  on  llie 
educational  advantages  of  the  town.  From  1803  till  1819,  when 
the  town  was  again  divided,  from  $200  to  $500  was  raised  each 
year  for  schools,  and  longer  and  better  schools  was  the  result. 

In  r8ii,  for  the  first  time,  a  superintending  committee  of 
three  was  elected,  and  this  committee  was  continued  each  year 
thereafter. 

HRIunitWATRK 

At  the  first  town  meeting  in  Bridgewater,  Mar.  10,  1789, 
nine  pounds  was  raised  for  the  support  of  schools  in  addition  to 
what  the  law  required.  In  1794,  a  petition  to  divide  the  town 
into  districts  was  considered,  but  the  only  action  taken  was  to 
divide  the  upper  part  of  the  town  into  two  districts.  In  1796, 
however,  a  committee  of  seven  was  elected  to  divide  the  town 
into  school  districts.  This  couiuiittee  consisted  oi  Moses  Sleeper, 
Benjamin  Fmmons,  Daniel  Morse,  Benjamin  Boardman,  Daniel 
Sleeper,  Jacob  Gurdy,  and  John  Harriman.  The  districts  estab- 
lished were  as  follows : 

No.  1.  That  part  of  Bristol  village  north  of  Newfound 
river  and  as  far  east  as  John  Kidder's. 

No.  2.     From  John  Kidder's  to  David  Powell's. 
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No.  3.  From  David  Powell's  and  Joiialhau  Heath's  to 
Samuel  Andrews's,  including  Jolin  Spiller's. 

No,  4.  From  Timothy  Peaslee's  to  W.  M,  Pingree's,  later 
the  Webster  place. 

No.  5.  From  Jonathan  Peaslee's.  including  Alexander 
Craig's  and  Col.  Thomas  Crawlord's. 

No.  5.  From  Alexander  Craig's  including  Abraham  San- 
born's. Daniel  Brown's,  James  Sargent's,  and  Ezekiel  Worthen's. 

No.  7.  From  Abralmni  Sanborn's  on  east  side  of  lake, 
summit  of  the  hill  and  the  Nelson  neighlwrhood,  including  Peter 
Wells's. 

No.  8.     The  Locke  neighborhood. 

No.  9.  From  Jonathan  Jewett's  to  the  Fifth  district ;  to 
Daniel  Tilton's  and  James  Fuller's. 

Two  years  later,  district  lines  were  changed  sufficiently  to 
make  another  district  —  No.  10.  lit  1797.  an  uns(icces.sfii1  nl- 
tcni|>l  wiis  niiidc  to  raise  money  Willi  wliich  to  build  Rchool- 
hotiscs.  and  it  was  not  till  1805  that  any  definite  action  was 
taken.  Then  tlic  town  voted  not  only  to  build  a  schoolhouse  in 
each  district,  but  also  to  raise  $500  with  which  to  do  the  work. 
A  committee  of  one  was  elected  for  each  district  and  allowed 
sixty-seven  cents  per  day  for  his  services.  Before  commencing 
this  work  the  number  of  districts  was  increased  to  twelve.  The 
town  appears  to  have  voted  no  further  amount  for  its  school- 
houses,  and  their  care  or  completion  was  left  to  the  several  dis- 
IricLs. 

The  people  of  Bridgewater  were  as  generous  in  the  support 
of  schools  as  ihase  in  other  towns,  and,  we  might  add,  as  change- 
able as  those  in  other  towns  then  and  later.  During  the  years 
from  1788  till  1811,  the  town  would  one  year  vote  to  raise  tioo 
extra  school  money,  the  next  year  nothing ;  again  $300,  and  the 
next  would  call  in  all  the  interest  money  and  expend  that  for 
schools. 

The  same  lax  methods  of  collecting  the  scliool  tax  that  pre- 
vailed in  New  Chester  exi.stcd  in  Bridgewater,  consequently  the 
town  voted,  in  1809,  to  wipe  out  the  school  tax  of  1802.  and  to 
adopt  a  new  melliod  of  collecting  its  school  taxes.  This  was,  to 
have  a  collector  in  each  district.  The  town  clerk,  in  recording 
the  proceedings,  called  these  the  "distribution  collectors"  —  not 
so  bad  a  name  alter  all. 

During  the  last  decade  preceding  the  incorporation  ol  Bris- 
tol, little  light  is  thrown  u|)Oii  the  educational  interests  ol  the 
town  by  the  town  records.  There  were  slight  changes  in  dis- 
trict lines,  and  each  year  the  town  raised  $100  or  $300  for  schools 
in  addition  to  what  the  law  required,  until  1819,  when  it  raised 
$400.  In  only  two  years  is  there  a  record  o(  a  school  committee 
having  been  elected. 

The  first  schoolhouse,  or  the  building  first  used  for  a  school 
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ill  what  is  now  Rristol  village,  stood  jiist  cast  oi  the  resilience  of 
Rufiis  Katoi),  on  Summer  street.  It  was  a.  small  four-roofed 
building  about  twenty  feet  square,  and  was  used  as  early  as 
1790.  This  is  the  only  one  as  far  as  known  that  was  erected 
previous  to  1805,  and  shows  that  the  people  in  Uridgewatcr  vil- 
lage provided  a  building  in  which  to  hold  a  school  long  l>cfore 
the  town  moved  in  the  matter.  TItis  buitding  is  still  stiinditig, 
though  not  on  the  same  site  as  then,  being  now  utilized  as  a  lieu 
house.  Dr.  Timothy  Kelly  taught  in  this  building  in  1790.  He 
lived  at  that  time  in  a  building  that  stood  where  William  G. 
Kelley  recently  resided  on  Summer  street.  Dr.  Kelly  was  a 
practicing  physician,  and,  if  an  urgent  call  was  received  during 
a  session  of  the  school,  he  dismis.sed  the  school  and  made  the 
time  up  at  the  close  of  the  term.  If  the  call  were  not  urgent  lie 
made  the  patient  wait.     Mrs.  Betsey  Sleeper  also  taught  here. 


SCHOOUIOUSR  ON  WKST  SIDK  NOKTII  h 


Another  early  school  was  at  the  cabin  of  Oliver  Ulake,  who 
lived  where  the  Clay  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  years 
ago  in  the  Nelson  neighborhood.  Mrs.  Blake  was  the  teacher. 
The  first  schoolhoiise  built  by  Bridgewater  for  this  neighbor- 
hood stood  about  six  rods  west  of  the  site  of  the  farmhouse  of 
Reuben  Kidder,  at  nearly  the  highest  point  of  the  highway  on 
the  southwest  slope  of  Kristol  Teak.  At  this  time  the  road  on 
the  hillside  made  a  long  detour  to  the  west  from  this  farmhouse. 
(See  Highways.)  It  was  on  this  old  road  that  the  schoolliouse 
was  located.  Here  were  thirty  or  forty  scholars,  coming  from 
the  east  side  of  the  lake,  from  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and  from 
the  Nelson  neighborhood.  Among  the  teachers  here  were 
Samuel  T.  W.  Sleeper  and  Plununer  Dodge.  The  .schoolhoiise 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1S16,  and  aiiollier  was  built  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill  near  the  one  that  now  stands  in  old  District  No.  3,  not 
far  from  the  O.  S.  Hall,  now  the  U.  H.  Kidder,  farmhouse. 
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When  llr id }je water  erected  a  sclioolliousc  iti  wliat  is  now 
Bristol  villaf^e,  it  was  placed  wliere  is  now  the  marble  sliop  of  Fred 
H.  Fall,  on  the  west  side  ol  North  Main  street  north  of  Hotel 
Uristol.  It  was  but  little  larger  than  the  old  one  on  Summer 
street,  but  at  that  date  was  more  central.  It  continued  to  be 
used  till  after  the  incorporation  of  Bristol  in  1819. 


At  the  first  town  meeting  in  Bristol,  Benjamin  Locke,  James 
Minot,  Abraham  DoUoff,  and  Nathan  Colby  were  elected  a  com- 
mittee to  divide  the  town  into  districts.  This  committee  report- 
ed at  a  special  meeting  held  Nov.  6.  following,  dividing  the  town 
as  follows : 

District  No.  i  comprised  the  territory  north  of  Smith's 
river  and  south  of  a  line  on  the  north  slope  of  New  Chester 
mountain. 

No.  2  included  the  whole  of  Bristol  village. 

No.  3  extended  from  the  east  line  of  No.  a,  at  the  Worthen 
burying-ground,  to  Kowell  Straw's,  just  east  of  where  Solon 
Dolloff  now  resides,  and  included  the  Nelson  neighborhood. 

No.  4  extended  from  the  eastern  boundary  of  No.  3  to  the 
Ten  Mile  brook. 

No.  5  extended  from  the  Ten  Mile  brook  to  the  Bridge- 
water  line  on  the  Uiver  road,  and  al.so  included  the  farms  of 
Timothy  Chandler  and  Stephen  Thurston  Itrown,  west  of  this 
road. 

No.  6  iiiclndod  the  l/ockc  nci^hliorhood. 

No.  7,  that  part  of  the  town  next  to  Bridgewater  line  west 
of  Bristol  peak,  including  the  greater  part  of  the  western  slope 
of  the  hill  towards  the  lake. 

No.  S  included  North  Bristol,'  and  extended  a  short  dis- 
tance north  ol  the  outlet  of  the  take  on  the  west  .shore  and  to  tlie 
Britlncwater  line  on  the  east  shore. 

No.  9  iuchided  that  portion  of  the  town  west  of  the  lake. 

The  sclioolhouses  erected  by  New  Chester  and  Bridgewater 
were  utilized  by  the  new  town  to  some  extent,  but  during  the 
first  three  or  four  years  a  coiisiderable  sum  was  expended  by  the 
several  districts  in  building  or  repairing  its  schoolhouses.  Dis- 
trict No,  I  cxiwnded  ;f8[.4o;  No.  2,  $301.57;  No.  3,  ^5.04; 
No.  4,  $100.15;  No.  5,  $102,40;  No.  9,  $112.70.  District  No. 
7  had  no  schoolhouse  till  several  years  later.     The  amount  ex- 

'  The  first  actioolbouse  for  No.  8  stood  on  tlie  east  shore  of  the  lake 
near  Clitrk  Fuller's  liomc,  nliout  liiUf  way  Itetwecu  tlie  foot  of  the  lake 
iiiifl  I!.  T.  I'ikf's  prwttit  faniihoHsi-.  Tht  next  was  in  tlie  woodn  on  the 
inriii.ikc  south  of  tin.'  hike ;  Iht  pnsiiit  one  is  near  tlie  outlet  of  the  lake. 
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pended  in  District  No.  3  was  for  the  purpose  of  completing  tlie 
schoolhouse  on  Lake  street,  commeuced  by  Bridgewater  l>efore 
the  incorporation  of  Bristol.  This  was  a  building  abont  30X  35 
feet.  It  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  street  nearly  opposite  tJie 
great  elm  near  the  residence  of  Dea,  N,  B.  IJuttrick,  with  a  door 
in  the  south  end,  and  was  painted  red.'  The  old-fashioned 
fixed  scats  were  on  an  inclined  plane,  tliosc  for  llie  Uiys  011 
the  west  side  facing  the  center,  and  those  for  the  girls  on  the 
east.  In  the  floor  space  in  the  center  was  an  immense  box  stove 
for  heating  the  room,  and  in  the  north  was  a  large  platform  on' 
which  was  a  stationary  desk  abont  five  feet  square.  Here  ruled 
the  master,  sometimes  with  love,  but  more  often  with  a  beech 
rod  or  ferrule,  and  a  trial  of  physical  strength  sometimes  oc- 
curred. On  one  occasion,  .ilxiut  1847,  the  teacher,  Keulicii  Rol- 
lins, was  laid  senseless  011  the  floor  Ity  a  blow  with  a  slick  of 
wood  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  yonng  men  then  attending 
school. 

In  iSjg,  $405. 17  of  the  amount  received  from  New  Chester  on 
settlement,  and  $138.05,  received  that  year  from  the  state  liter- 
ary fnnd,  was  set  aside  as  a  town  school  finid,  the  interest  to  l»e 
used  annually  for  the  benefit  of  schools.  A  few  years  later,  this 
fund  amounted  to  $874.35. 

In  1839,  when  Bristol  purchased  a  town  farm,  "a  part"  of 
the  school  fund  was  taken  for  that  purpose,  and  (he  balance  was 
evidently  used  for  schools  or  other  purposes,  as  in  time  this 
school  fund  entirely  disappeared. 

In  1845,  the  number  of  scholars  in  the  village  had  become 
such  that  there  was  a  call  for  a  division  of  the  district.  A  divi- 
sion of  the  school  into  two  or  more  grades  seems  not  to  have  been 
thought  of.  In  the  fall  of  1848  the  old  red  schoolhouse  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  This  hastened  a  solution  of  the  question  con- 
cerning the  division  of  ihc  district,  and,  in  184(1,  t'"^  '"W"  voted 
to  divide  the  village  into  three  districts.  The  territory  west  of 
the  middle  of  North  Main  street  and  the  middle  of  Central 
Square,  and  the  north  side  of  Pleasant  street,  west  of  ttie  river, 
comprised  No.  10.  The  south  side  of  Pleasant  street,  west  of 
the  river,  and  the  south  side  of  the  river  comprised  No.  11. 
The  eastern  part  of  the  village  remained  as  No,  2.  A  new 
sclioollion.se  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  red  scIumiI house, 
for  No.  10,  which  is  now  a  two-tenement  house  owned  by  George 
A.  Robie.  No.  1 1  erected  a  small  schoolhouse  between  South 
Main  and  High  streets,  next  south  of  the  present  engine  house, 
now  a  dwelling  house,  and  No.  2  erected  a  two-story  school- 
house  on  Summer  street,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Richard 
S.  Danforth. 

'  In  1831,  Eliza  Jatic  Bowen  tnuKlit  in  ttit;  rt.'d  schoolhouse.  She  re- 
quired ttie  scholiira  to  Itnit  iit  the  <loor  when  lenving  Ihu  room,  uinku  11 
bow  or  courtmy  utid  Buy  "Gouil-liyt:  Miss  PAiiu  Juuc." 
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Wliile  sclioollioiiscs  were  bi;iiig  erected  in  these  districts, 
schools  were  held  where  opportunity  presented.  One  was  held 
ill  the  tailor  shop  of  James  Musgrove  on  North  Main  street  and 
one  in  the  hall  over  Daniel  S.  Smith's  store,  corner  of  South  Main 
and  Beech  streets. 

The  matter  of  raising  extra  school  money  was  generally 
left  with  the  several  school  districts,  though  for  a  few  years, 
commencing  in  1872,  the  town  raised  (1,000  each  year,  giving 
$400  to  Union  district  and  the  balance  to  the  districts  outside  of 
the  village,  the  more  nearly  to  equalise  the  school  advantages 
of  the  town. 

In  each  district  there  was  a  prudential  committee,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  hire  teachers  and  look  after  the  material  interests 
of  the  schools.  A  superintending  committee,  usually  appointed 
by  tiie  selectmen,  looked  after  the  educational  interests  of  all  the 
school.^,  and  was  cx{>ccte<l  to  make  at  least  two  visits  to  each 
school  each  term. 

The  amoinit  cxiwiidcd  lor  .schools  in  each  district  varied  ac- 
cording tu  Ihc  ainonnt  ol  taxable  projicrty.  In  1853,  the  small- 
est amount  raised  in  any  district  was  in  No.  7  —  $8.40;  but  with 
this  small  amount  the  district  managed  to  have  a  summer  school 
of  seven  and  one-third  weeks  for  its  twenty  pupils.  The  largest 
amount  raised  that  year  was  in  No.  2  —  ^6.56,  and  here  the 
length  of  the  Hcliool  was  twenty-two  weeks.  .The  total  tminber 
of  scholars  in  town  this  year  was  288;  average  attendance  in 
snnnuer,  135;  in  winter,  302.  The  average  monthly  wages  paid 
to  male  teachers  was  $13.40;  to  female,  $7.96,  The  total  cost 
ol  schools  this  year  was  $487.35 ;  average  cost  of  each  scholar, 

$US2. 

Little  attention  was  given  to  the  comfort  or  attractiveness 
of  the  schoolroom.  In  1855,  it  was  thought  worthy  ol  mention 
by  the  superintending  school  committee  that  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts had  provided  shades  for  the  windows  ol  the  sclioolhouses, 
and  that  No.  4  had  discarded  "the  old  stone  hearth  and  fire- 
place with  cncli  particular  slonc  cskcw"  and  then  had  "a  go<Kl 
and  firm  one  ol  brick."  This  does  not  indicate  that  all  the 
schoolhonscs  were  still  thus  poorly  provided  for,  but  that  some 
were.  This  year,  by  voluntarj-  subscription.  District  No.  2  pur- 
chased a  set  of  outline  maps,  but  no  reference  books  ol  any  kind 
had  yet  lound  their  way  into  a  schoolroom  in  town. 

Statistics  concerning  the  number  ol  scholars  during  the  first 
lew  years  after  the  incori>oration  ol  Bristol  are  not  available  but 
in  everj'  district  the  schools  were  large.  The  Locke  neighbor- 
hood had  a  school  ol  over  thirty  pupils,  the  Nelson  neighbor-- 
hood  about  the  same,  wliile  the  two  districts  combined  now  have 
less  than  ten.  One  reason  for  the  decrease  in  the  number  of 
children  in  the  out-districts  is  that  many  ol  the  farms  have  been 
deserted.     The  attractions  of  the  West,  of  city  and  village  life, 
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have  drawn  the  people  from  the  cultivation  of  the  hard  soil  of 
the  hill  farms,  and  the  cultivated  fields  liave  been  turned  into 
pastures.  What  is  known  as  the  Smith  pasture,  lying  partly  in 
Bristol  and  partly  in  Bridgewater,  on  the  hill,  is  composed  of 
what  was  once  thirteen  Janns,  all  supporting  large  families. 
Another  reason  for  the  decrease  in  the  nnniln'r  of  schohirs  is 
that  the  school  age  is  now  much  shorter  than  formerly.  Seven- 
ty-five years  ago,  when  schools  were  kept  only  about  six  weeks 
in  the  year,  every  "child"  from  four  to  twenty-one  years  of  age 
and  sometimes  even  older,  attended  school.  Now  but  few  pnpils 
over  sixteen  years  of  age  are  found  in  any  of  our  (own  schools. 
If  they  attend  any  school  it  is  the  seminary  or  the  college  else- 
where. Another  reason  more  potent  than  all  the  rest  for  the 
falling  off  in  the  nnnil)cr  of  scholars  in  our  public  .schools  is  the 
decrease  in  the  number  of  children  born  to  American  parents. 
Where  seventy-five  or  even  fifty  years  ago  there  were  many 
families  of  a  dozen  or  more  children,  to-day  a  family  of  half  this 
number  is  a  rare  exception.  In  the  year  1839,  Bristol  apparent- 
ly reached  the  high  water  mark  in  the  number  of  children  en- 
rolled as  scholars.  To  show  the  great  change  that  has  taken 
place  since  then,  we  present  here  the  nimiber  of  taxpayers  an<l 
the  number  of  scholars  between  four  and  twenty-one  years  of 
age  in  1839,  and  the  nnnilier  of  tiixpnycrs  and  the  nutHlfcr  of 
scholars  in  town,  between  five  and  twenty-one  years  of  age  in 
1885,  the  last  year  before  the  town  system  of  schools  went  into 
effect.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  number  of  taxpayers  has 
more  than  doubled  and  the  number  of  scholars  decreased  by 
nearly  one-half. 

1S39  i88s 

Taxpayers  Scholars         Taxpayeia  Scholars 


365  415  564  113 

In  1883,  Dr.  George  H.  Galley,  the  superintending  school 
committee,  called  the  attention  of  the  town  to  some  of  these 
startling  facts.  He  showed  that  since  1852  the  number  of 
scholars  in  the  schools,  outside  of  the  village  district,  had  de- 
creased from  157  to  59  —  almost  two-thirds;  and  nearly  half  of 
this  decrease  had  taken  place  during  the  previous  ten  years. 
The  money  for  the  support  of  schools  in  these  districts  was  ^40 
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more  tliaii  in  1852.  In  District  No.  7  there  had  been  no  school 
for  two  years  because  there  was  not  a  scholar  in  the  district ; 
while  in  No.  4  tliere  were  six  weeks  of  schooling,  and  in  No.  9, 
eight  weeks,  in  the  siiniiner,  with  two  pupils  in  each,  and  a  fall 
school  of  ten  weeks,  with  three  pupils,  one  coming  from  Alex- 
andria. A  majority  of  the  school  buildings  were  over  fifty  years 
old  and  generally  dilapidated. 

In  his  report  Dr.  Galley  recommended  a  re-districting  of  the 
town,  and  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  api>oint  a  committee 
to  do  the  work.  The  residents  of  llicse  districts  were  not,  how- 
ever, a  unit  as  to  where  the  new  lines  should  run,  and  no  one 
could  lje  foiuid  to  serve  as  the  committee.  Accordingly  matters 
drifted  till  1S85,  when  the  legislature  created  the  town  district 
system.  Unfortunately  districts  organized  like  Union  District 
in  Bristol  were  not  disturbed,  and  the  town  district  of  Bristol, 
therefore,  consisted  only  of  the  territory  onLside  o(  the  village. 
UndtT  llicsi;  ci  re  un  is  lances  the  schools  in  llic  out-districls  of 
llri.'ilol  failed  of  tlic  full  iKnefit  of  tlic  law.  An  article  was  in- 
serted in  the  warrant  for  the  .inniial  school  meeting  of  Union 
School  District  in  March,  1886,  to  see  if  the  district  would  uuite 
with  the  rest  of  the  town  to  form  one  district,  but  this  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  first  school  meeting  of  the  town  district  was  held  at  the 
town  hall.  Mar.  23,  1886,  when  C.  H.  Mudgett,  Solon  Dolloff, 
and  Klijnh  Sanborn  were  elected  members  of  the  school  board. 
The  new  board  made  few  changes  in  tlic  sclioolhouses  of  the 
town  under  the  new  law.  The  schoolhouse  near  J.  M.  R,  Em- 
mons's fannhoHse  was  moved  to  near  Solon  Dolloff's  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  pupils  of  former  Districts  3  aud  4,  and  a  uew 
house  was  erected  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town  near  the 
Pemigewasset,  for  the  pupils  of  Districts  5  and  6.  Schools  were 
continued  in  Districts  Nos.  1',  8  and  9,  but  discontinued  in  No. 
7.  These  changes  reduced  the  number  o(  schools  from  eight  to 
five.  In  1900,  the  number  of  scholars  iu  the  town  district  was 
fifty-five. 

Previous  to  the  organization  of  Union  District,  the  educa- 
tional advantages  of  the  district  schools  were  supplemented  by 
private  schools.  In  April,  1836,  the  following  advertisement 
appeared  in  the  New  Hampshire  Patriot:  "Mr.  Brownson  would 
inform  the  inhabitants  of  Bristol  and  vicinity  that  he  has  opened 
ft  hi);li  school  in  llristol  village  for  the  reception  of  gentlemen 
and  Indies.  I-'nim  his  ex{>eTience  in  teaching  he  flatters  litmscK 
that  general  satisfaction  will  be  given.  Tuition,  $3  per  tenn," 
How  long  Mr.  Brownson  taught  is  unknown,  but  a  so-called 
high  school  was  generally  taught  one  term  in  the  year  and  that 

'  For  many  years  previous  to  1901  the  scliool  In  District  No.  i  accom- 
tnodateil  pupils  from  ndjoiuiug  territory  in  Hill,  and  the  revenue  receired 
from  the  town  of  Hill  on  this  account  materially  lengthened  tliis  sclioo]. 
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in  the  fall.  Amos  Wortliing  taught  a  high  school  in  the  liall 
over  Daniel  Smith's  store  at  the  corner  of  South  Main  and 
Beech  streets,  and  at  an  earlier  date  Polly  Whitteiuore  tanght  a 
school  in  the  entry  of  the  Congregational  church.  A  small  pri- 
vate schoolhouse  was  erected  in  the  early  forties  for  the  tisc  of 
Miss  Mary  Woolsou,  on  North  Main  street,  in  the  garden  jnst 
south  o(  the  present  schoolhotise.  It  is  now  the  sniiill  dwelling 
next  south  of  the  residence  of  Gustavus  Itoby  on  Lake  street. 

About  1848,  Ircvi  Bartletl  erected  the  building  on  the  west 
side  of  North  Main  street,  now  used  by  Pred  S.  Pall  as  a  mar- 
ble shop.  This  was  designed  for  private  schools  and  as  a  vestry 
lor  the  Congregational  church,  and  was  generally  known  as  the 
academy.  It  was  provided  with  fixed  benches  like  the  school- 
rooms of  that  period  and  the  roof  was  surniounted  with  a  steeple 
in  which  was  a  bell.  The  late  Hon,  George  W.  Murray,  of 
Canaan,  kept  a  high  school  there  soon  after  it  was  opened,  and 
Rev.  P.  N.  Peloubet,  who  now  has  a  national  reputation  as 
a  Sunday-school  worker,  kept  school  here  one  term.  Miss  Hat- 
tie  Green  and  others  also  kept  school  here,  A  state  teachers' 
institute  was  held  here  about  185.^. 

Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Kdgerly  taught  a  private  school  about 
1862,  before  her  marriage,  where  is  now  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
John  C.  Wlieet  on  Spring  slrcel,  nud  for  s<iiuo  years  alter  iSyo 
she  taught  in  the  small  building  that  stands  in  the  garden  con- 
nected with  the  residence  of  Moody  O.  Kdgerly  on  t^ake  street. 
About  [860,  the  wife  of  Rev.  William  S.  Spaulding,  associated 
with  a  Mr.  Caswell  and  a  Miss  Spear,  held  a  high  school  in  the 
town  hall.  Miss  Alia  Briggs  taught  a  private  school  in  what 
was  more  recently  known  as  the  old  Grand  Army  hall  on 
Pleasant  street;  and  here  Miss  Ellen  H.  Fisher  was  teaching 
when  she  was  engaged,  in  1867,  to  teach  one  of  the  grades  in 
the  new  Union  district  school. 

Union  School  District  No.  a. 
Union  School  District  No.  2,  was  formed  by  the  union  of 
Districts  2,  10  and  11,  in  January,  1864.  After  the  union,  the 
schools  in  this  district  were  continued  as  before  till  the  new 
schoolhouse  was  completed.  At  a  meeting  of  the  new  district 
held  in  llie  town  hall,  Mar.  11,  1864,  it  was  voti;d  (o  Ituild  a 
schoolhouse  o(  brick  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $.3,500,  In  March, 
1865,  the  limit  of  cost  was  placed  at  ;f5,ooo,  and  the  committee 
was  instructed  to  have  the  house  completed  by  Jan.  1,  1866,  but 
the  time  was  subsequently  extended  one  year.  The  exact  cost 
of  the  building  has  never  been  determined,  but  it  was  in  the 
neighljorhood  ol  $(6,ooo,'  exclusive  of  the  annex. 

'The  Bchoolhouse  tux  raised  far  this  building  previous  to  March, 
1875,  WHS  ^11,079,  nnd  the  notes  then  oiitslnndnig  were  reported  n» 
anion  tiling  to  14,^75- 
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August  24,  1867,  the  district  voted  to  adojit  the  Somersworth 
act  and  niaintaiii  a  graded  school,  and  Rev.  Silas  Ketchum,  Rev. 
James  Thurston,  Rev,  David  Galley,  and  Hon.  h-  W.  Fling 
were  appointed  a  superintending  school  conmiittee  for  this  dis- 
trict. Subsequently  the  superintending  school  committee  of  the 
town  had  supervision  of  this  school  till  the  district  was  incor- 
porated in  1877. 

In  the  summer  or  early  fall  of  1867,  while  the  second  story 
of  tlic  new  schonlhousc  was  nil  one  room  and  before  the  seats 
were  jml  in,  n  social  gathering  was  held  here  that  was  largely 
attended  by  the  citi:{cns.  The  two  comet  bauds  then  in  Bristol 
furnished  music,  and  a  pleasant  evening  was  passed. 

Schools  were  first  held  in  the  new  building  Oct.  7,  1S67, 
with  four  departments.  The  teachers  were  r  Primary,  Sarah 
L.  Day;  intermediate,  Addle  J.  Emmons;  grammar,  A.  Melissa 
Gordon  ;  high,  Ellen  H.  Fisher. 

In  1884,  the  primary  department  was  so  overcrowded  that  a 
lM>rti6n  were  accommodated  in  the  Congregational  vestry.  In 
189Z,  an  annex  was  built  to  the  schoolhause  for  the  intermediate 
department  at  a  cost  of  ft, 200,  thus  allowing  the  whole  of  the 
first  story  ol  the  main  building  for  the  primary  departments. 

June  21,  1877,  the  legislature  passed  a  special  act  incor- 
porating the  district.  The  act  provided  (or  a  board  of  educa- 
tion, consisting  of  six  members,  having  the  powers  of  both  pru- 
dential, and  .superintending  school  committees,  to  serve  three 
years  each,  without  pay.  At  the  llrHt  ainiual  meeting  after  the 
incorporation  of  the  district,  1878,  a  full  board  of  education,  con- 
.si.stiug  ol  six  mcmlicrs,  was  elected  and  f 400  extra  school  money 
was  raised.  At  the  next  annual  meeting  iu  March,  1879,  the 
district  voted  not  to  raise  any  extra  school  money,  whereupon 
five  of  the  committee  resigned.  This  was  the  first  school  meet- 
ing of  Union  District  after  the  passage  of  the  law  allowing 
women  to  have  a  vote  in  school  affairs ;  a  large  number  were 
present,  and  three  of  their  number  were  elected  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies thus  created.  Women  have  taken  part  in  each  school  meet- 
ing and  been  elected  on  the  board  each  year  since, 

In  time  it  became  desirable  that  one  member  of  the  board 
should  have  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  schools,  and  iu  or- 
der that  the  district  might  have  authority  to  pay  for  such  ser- 
vices, the  law  was  amended  in  1889.  The  amendment  author- 
ized the  board  to  receive  such  compensatiou  as  the  district  might 
allow,  to  Ik:  apiioi'tioncd  among  tlie  members  according  to  the 
service  rendered  by  each. 

No  attempt  to  maintain  strictly  a  high  school,  where  pupils 
could  fit  for  college,  has  succeeded,  simply  for  lack  of  pupils. 
The  close  proximity  of  several  schools  ol  a  higher  grade  has 
drawn  away  so  many  that  the  district  thought  it  not  wise  to 
maintain  a  high  scliool  for  the  few  that  remained.     The  last  at- 
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tempt  was  in  1895,  when  A.  I,,  Pitcher  was  employed  as  teacher 
at  a,  salary  of  t&oo. 

The  length  of  schools  in  this  district  has  been  from  thirty 
to  thirty-nine  weeks  each  year  —  usually  thirty-six. 

In  1900,  the  number  of  scholars  in  the  town  district  was  5 1  ; 
the  number  of  weeks  of  schooling,  19.  The  cost  of  schools  was 
^89.05.  The  wa[;cs  pnid  per  month  to  teachers  wns  from  $]o 
to  $io;  average  cost  per  scholar,  1^^.75. 

In  Union  District  the  same  year  the  number  of  pupils  was 
308 ;  number  of  weeks  of  schooling,  36  ;  the  cost  to  the  district, 
$2,536.01.  Wages  paid  per  week  to  teachers:  High  scliool, 
$15  ;  other  departments,  $9  per  week.  Average  cost  per  scholar, 
$12.19. 

Inspector^  of  schools,  or  superintending  school  conunittccs, 
were  first  elected  in  Bridgewater  in  1810;  in  New  Chester,  in 
181 1.  Previous  to  1820,  this  office  was  filled  but  twice  by 
elections  in  Bridgewater;  in  New  Chester,  each  year.  In  Bris- 
tol this  office  was  undoubtedly  filled  each  year  till  1886,  when 
the  town  system  of  schools  went  into  effect,  but  there  were  several 
years  when  there  was  no  record  ol  an  election  or  appointment. 
Kroni  18SG,  in  tlic  town  district,  the  school  board  has  jwrlornied 
the  duties  previously  discharged  by  both  the  prudential  and 
superintending  school  committees. 

The  following  arc  the  names  of  those  who  have  served  as 
superintending  school  committee,  as  members  of  the  school  board 
of  the  town  district  and  as  members  of  the  board  of  education 
of  Union  District  No.  2. 

The  date  at  the  left  indicates  the  year  when  elected ;  the 
figures  at  the  right  show  the  number  of  consecutive  years  served 
from  that  date. 

SUPRRINTKNDtNG   SCHOOI,  COMMITTRIl 

New  Chester 

1811  W.  W.  Sargent  9  1815  John  Smith  i 
Kbenezer  Kimball  4  1S16  Jerahmeel  Bowers  2 
Isaac  Winchester            i      1818  George  W.  Sumner  i 

1812  Dr.  Sethus  Forbes  8      1819  Luther  K.  Madison  1 

llridgcwatLT 

1810  Thomas  Crawford  1814  Chauncey  Booth 

Dea.  Joshua  Fletcher     2  Benjamin  Boardman 

David  Smiley 


1820  Moses  H.  Bradley  8      1822  Dr.  Samuel  Smith 

James  Minot  i      1823  Robert  Smitli 

William  Lewis  a  Joseph  Moore 
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1823  Giliuaii  Iiigalls,  Jr. 
1834  Nathaniel  G.  Upbam 
Capt.  Ones.  Page 

1826  Nattiaiiiei  G.  Upham 
Joseph  B.  Eastman 

1827  Joseph  Moore 

1828  Jerahmeel  Bowers 
Robert  Smith 

1829  Peter  C.  Carletoii 
Hnnnicl  T.  W.  Slcci>er 
Joseph  Moore 

iB30-,ii  No  record 

1832  Saitiucl  Smith  *}  Did 
RoI»ert  Smith  [  not 
Nicholas  DoUoff )  serve 

i8,13--4  No  record 

I'^IS  Joseph  Moore  3 

Dr.  Jacob  S.  Uatoii        3 
Jonathan  Knimons  i 

1836  Rev.  John  S.  Winter  i 
Rev.  Matthew  Newhall  1 
Samuel  H,  Stevens        2 

1837  Samuel  T.  W.  Sleeper  4 

1838  Nathaniel  S.  Berry  i 
Nicholas  Dolloff  3 

1839  Solomon  Cuvis  i 
Dr.  Moody  C.  Sawyer  2 
Robert  Smith                   2 

1840  Samuel  1i.  Stevens        i 

1841  No  record 

1842  Dr.  Jacob  S.  Katou  3 
Samuel  H.  Stevens  5 
Dr.  Moody  C.  Sawyer    i 

School  Board   o[ 


18S6 


1891 
1892 
'893 
1894 


Calvin  14.  Mudgett  2 

Solon  Dollotf  5 

Elijah  Sanborn  7 

Charles  N.  Drake  i 

Almon  C.  Hastings  3 

Augustus  J.  Ferriii  3 

Charles  N.  Drake  3 

Calvin  H.  Martin  3 

Sarah  F.  Worthen  6 

Board  of  Education  Union  District  No.  2 
i  Dr.  Hadley  B.  Fowler 


1843  Josiah  Mtnot  3 

Rev.  Daniel  O.  Morton  i 

1845  Dr.  Moody  C.  Sawyer  i 
Rev.  Daniel  O.  Morton  3 

1846  Rev.  A.  H.  Worthing  3 

1847  !>''■  Jacob  S.  Eaton  i 

1848  No  record 

1849  Dr.  Moody  C.  Sawyer  i 
Jara&s  Moore  2 

1850  Dr.  M.  C.  Hoyt  2 
N.  B.  Bryant  a 

1851  Dr.  Ira  S.  Chase  1 

1852  Rev.  Calvin  Holman  i 

1853  George  W.  Tenney  4 

1857  Lewis  W.  Fling  i 

1858  Rev.  Jasiah  Hooper  i 

1859  Snnuicl  K.  Mason  a 

1861  Rev.   H.  S,  Sleeper  i 

1862  Rev.  John  Currier  i 

1863  Rev.  Charles  F.Abbott  i 

1864  Levi  D.  Johnson  2 
1866  Dr.  James  M.  Bishop  3 

1869  Rev.  Silas  Ketchum  3 

1870  Dr.  Chas.  C.  OdUn  i 

1872  Rev.  Chas.  F.  Abbott  r 
Dr.  James  M.  Bishop  2 
George  T.  Crawford  3 

1873  Samuel  E-  Holden  2 
1875  Dr.  James  M.  Bishop  3 

Charles  Forrest  t 

1877  Nancy  A.  Durgiu  3 

1880  Dr.  George  H.  Calley  4 

1S84  Dr.  James  M.  Bishop  t 
Town  District 

1895  IMwin  T.  i'ike  3 

1896  Hiram  T.  Heath  6 
1898  Silas  S.  Brown  3 
[900  Charles  F.  Huckins  3 

1901  Wilbur  F.  Gale  3 

1902  LaForest  S.  Ballon  2 

1903  Hadley  B.  Worthen  i 
Abbie  A.  Curtice  1 


George  A.  Bmersou 


George  M.  Cavis  1 

Rev.NathanC.Lothrop  1 
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1878  Dr.  James  M.  Bishop  i 
Lewis  W.  Fling  8 

1879  Sarah  J.  Lothrop  3 
Mary  H.  Ballou  2 
Allen  W.  Bingham  i 
Anna  P.  Bartlett  i 

i88d  Myra  S.  Judkins  i 

18S1  Dr.  James  M.  Bishop  2 

George  H .  Calley  3 

Charles  H.  Calley  i 

Margaret  H.  Fling  3 

Emily  A.  Drake  3 

1882  Martlia  Alexander  3 

1883  Ira  A.  Chase  3 

1884  Kenson  K.  Dearborn  3 
Robert  A.  Homer  1 

1885  Rev.HerveyG.Pillsburyi 
Laura  A.  Berry  3 

1886  Rev.  George  J.  Judkins  5 
Carrie  C.  Dearborn  4 
Rev.  John  A.  Bowler  i 

1887  William  C.  While  2 
Margaret  H.  Fling  i 

188S  Hattie  E.  Edgerly  3 

Dr.  Hadley  B.  Fowler   3 

Those  who  have  served  as  superintendents  in  Union  district, 
commencing  with  1886,  are,  Rev.  George  J.  Judkins,  i886-'9o; 
Myra  S.  Judkins,  i89i-'92;  Dr.  Channing  Bishop,  i8g3-'96 ; 
Rev.  John  W.  Savage,  i897-'98 ;  Ida  A.  Weymouth,  1899-1900 ; 
Eva  S.  French,  i9oi-'o2 ;  Ida  A.  Weymouth,  1902 ;  Addie  M. 
Drake,  1903'. 

'Now  aervltig. 


1888  Mae  L.  Crosby  2 

1889  Walter  Dole 

1890  Richard  W.  Musgrove  6 
Charles  W.  Fling  3 

1891  Dr.  Channing  Bishop  6 
John  H.  Brown  2 
Myra  S.  Judkins  2 

1892  Laura  A.  Berry  3 

1893  Rev.  John  W.  Savage  2 
David  M.  Calley  4 
Julia  A.  Kirk  2 

1895  Kenson  B.  Dearborn  3 
Dr.  John  C.  Wheel  2 
Albro  Wells  8' 

1896  Fred  H.  Ackennan  6 

1897  Rev.  John  W.  Savage  2 

1898  Clara  J.  Fields  5' 
Charles  W.  Fling  4 
Ida  A.  Weymouth  5 

1899  Eva  S.  French  4 

1902  Frank  N.  Oilman  2' 
Roswell  Cutler  2' 

1903  Addie  M.  Drake  i' 
Emma  P.  Berry  1' 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII 

BRISTOL  IN  UTERATURE 

He  tliat  writes 
Or  iimkes  a  foast,  more  ccrtaiuly  JDvltea 
His  jiiil)^  timii  liis  friends ;  there's  not  a  guest 
lliit  will  liud  BOiuL'tliiiig  wautiug,  or  ill-Orest. 

— Hotoard. 

To  Aniericati  literature  Bristol  lias  made  a  substantial 
t.M>ntril>i)tioii.  The  lowu  lias  prtMliiccd  ixtcts,  ]>r<)se  writers, 
joiiniatisLs,  teiiclicrs,  tliculogiaiis,  and  critics.  Many  Bristol 
writers  liave  achieved  distinction;  among  them.  Rev.  John 
Brodtiead  Wentworlh,  Frederic  Adolphns  "Moore,  Rev.  Silas 
Kelchum,  Marian  Douglas,  Josephine  Augusta  Cass,  Annie 
Sargent  Hammond,  Charles  Fletcher  Lummis,  and  Prof.  Fred 
Lewis  Pattee. 

Rev.  John  Brodliead  Wentworth,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  a  leadiug 
divine  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  was  the  first  native  of 
Bristol  to  attain  distinction  as  an  anlhor.  lie  was  born  on  the 
lionians  farm,  at  tlie  western  ba.sc  oi  Bristol  Peak,  Aug.  29, 
1833.  When  lie  was  about  eight  years  old,  his  parents  moved 
to  Dover.  He  was  prepared  for  college  in  the  public  scliools  of 
tliat  city  and  at  the  seminary  at  South  Newmarket,  the  prede- 
cessor of  the  Nortlifield  and  Tilton  seminaries.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Vermont,  Burlington,  in  1848.  After 
two  years  as  teacher  in  Dover  and  Rochester,  he  removed  to 
Attica,  N.  Y,,  where,  in  1851,  he  began  an  eminent  career  as  a 
MelliiKlist  divine.  Ifc  liccamc  a  mcin1>cr  of  the  Genesee  confer- 
ence, and,  witli  the  exception  of  two  years  as  pastor  of  the  M. 
E.  church  at  Evanston,  111.,  remained  a  member  till  his  death. 
He  held  the  leading  appointments  ol  the  conference,  was  presid- 
ing elder  ten  years,  conference  secretary  two  years,  a  delegate 
to  tlie  General  Conference  six  times,  and  a  trustee  of  Syracuse 
University  twenty  years.  He  received  his  honorary  degrees 
from  the  University  of  Vermont  in  1861,  He  was  the  author  of 
several  theological  works,  the  most  important  of  which  was  a 
metaphysical  work  on  The  Logic  of  Introspection  ;  or.  Method  in 
Mental  Science.  This  book  was  issued  by  Nelson  &  Hunt,  New 
York,  in  1886.  It  called  forth  very  complimentary  reviews  from 
the  press  of  the  country.     Dr.  Brodhead  died  in  August  1893. 

Frederic  Adolphus  Moore,  journalist  and  poet,  was  boru  in 
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Bristol,  Feb.  ii,  1826.  He  attended  scliool  at  the  Hebron 
academy  and  the  New  Hampton  Literary  institution,  and  went 
to  Manchester  to  read  law ;  but  he  studied  Emerson,  Carlyle, 
and  Horace  Greeley  more  than  he  studied  Blackstone,  and  he 
finally  gave  his  whole  attention  to  iounialisni.  In  1851,  he 
establiiilicd  Tike  Afanchesler  Afirror,  niid  was  the  firat  editor  of 
that  paper.  From  i«52  to  1854  lie  wns  a-ssociated  with  Abmlinni 
Lincoln  qs  a  writer  for  71ie  Springfield  {l\\.)  /ouma/.  With  H. 
M.  Pomeroy,  he  founded  TAe  LaCroise  Democrat.  He  resided 
in  L&Crosse  from  1854  to  1862,  and  was  for  several  years  editor 
of  TTie  Democrat.  He  was  then  associate  editor  of  The  Daily 
Wiiconsin,  published  in  Milwaukee.  I^ter,  he  was  a  resident  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  reported  for  The  Daily  Wiscotisin, 
and  bad  charge  of  the  reporter's  gallery.  Mr.  Moore  was  the 
author  of  several  books,  and  was  a  poet  of  some  note.  In  1S50. 
be  compiled  The  Book  of  Gems  ;  a  Gift  for  alt  Seasons.  He  died 
at  Nashua,  Dec.  7,  1S88,  while  en  route  to  his  summer  home  in 
Goffstown.  The  following  poem  from  his  pen  was  published  in 
JWrjtf  Hampshire  Poets : 

Tint  nAcnici^R's  song. 

A  single  life's  tlie  life  for  mc, 

HHkIiI  Miiiiiiy  ifiliH  art-  Hiiro ; 
I'll  iliiNli  wiilu  o'vr  jfit  boinuliiig  Heu, 

Nor  love  Dorliate  the  fair. 
With  ft-nrlew  heart  and  manly  pride. 

Against  the  surgiiiK  strife, 
My  peaceful  bark  wiU  ^allaat  ride. 

Untroubled  with  h  wife. 
Who  tamely  lets  a  woman's  art 

His  foolish  heart  cntlirall. 
Will  surely  lesru,  too  late,  alas. 

Tlmt  love's  a  humbug  all  I 
'Tis  all  a  chk;at,  a  lie,  a  show. 

To  truu  poor  silly  men  — 
Old  maids  to  Bedlam  all  may  eo. 

And  Dc'er  come  hack  again  \ 
In  manhood's  prime  'tis  downright  sin 

To  run  such  odds  for  life ; 
Mid  countless  blanks,  to  only  win 

A  useless,  worthless  wife  ; 
And  wheu,  liy  fule  or  fortune  blest. 

Which  would  indeed  be  worse. 
The  painted,  bauble  prize,  at  beat, 

Uay  prove  a  splendid  curse. 
A  wife's  a  pearl  of  tempting  hue, 

But  stormy  waves  are  round  it, 
And  denrly  will  a  mortal  rue 

Tlie  day  when  first  he  found  it. 
If  all  her  locks  were  gleaming  gold. 

Where  gems  like  dewdrops  fall. 
One  passing  hour  of  life,  free-aouled. 

Were  sweetly  worth  tliein  all. 
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Tlic  Iiird  thnt  wings  the  suiiiiy  skj, 

To  greet  the  rosy  uioro, — 
The  aiag  that  scales  the  mountain  high, 

When  riiif^a  the  hunter's  horn  — 
Wiicii  hi:  shnll  seuk  the  crowilcd  plnlii, 

Or  birds  their  prisoii-cage, 
Theu  I'll  be  found  in  Hymen's  chain. 

To  bless  B  future  age. 

Rev.  Silas  Ketchiiiii,  a  successful  clergyman  and  a  man  o( 
lilcrnry  altDiiimciit,  deserves  a  brief  mention  in  this  chapter  by 
virtue  of  an  ciji;ht  years'  pastorate  of  ihc  Congregational  chnrcli. 
Among  his  published  works  are :  History  of  tlu  Philotnaihic 
Club;  Eulogy  on  Henry  Wilson;  Diary  0/ the  Invasion  0/ Canada 
by  the  American  Army  iniyy^  ;  Special  Geography  0/  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  and  Paul  on  Mars'  Hill.  Nearly  all  of  these  works  were 
published  after  Mr.  Ketchum  left  Bristol  in  1875.  At  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1880,  he  had  in  preparation  histories  of  the 
Kelcliiini  and  Doty  families  in  America,  and  an  elaborate 
Dictionary  of  Ncte  Hampshire  Biography. 

Mrs.  Annie  Douglas  (Green)  Robinson  is  a  writer  of  much 
ability  under  the  non  de  plume  of  Marian  Douglas.  She  was 
born  in  Plymouth  Jan.  i3,  1842,  but  when  she  was  a  girl,  her 
parents  moved  to  Bristol.  Mrs.  Robinson  has  since  resided  in 
Bristol,  and  here  she  has  done  all  her  literary  work.  She 
received  the  greater  part  of  her  education  Jii  private  schools. 
Mrs.  Robinson  is  the  author  of  llie  following  works :  Picture 
JWms,  w  vohimc  for  young  ih;o1)1c  publishwl  in  1873  by  J.  R. 
Osgood  &  Co.,  Boston,  and  republished  in  1883  by  J.  M.  Brad- 
Icy  &  Co.,  Philadelphia ;  Peter  and  Polly,  a  story  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  published  in  1876  by  J.  R.  Osgood  &  Co.;  Poverty 
Year;  or,  a  Story  of  Life  in  New  Hampshire  in  1816,  publLshed 
by  T.  Y.  Crowell  8l  Co.,  New  York,  in  1901  ;  and  Days  We 
Remember,  a  tasteful  volume  of  verse  just  published  by  the 
Gorham  Press,  Boston.  All  but  seven  of  the  poems  in  this 
volume  had  already  been  published  in  Harper' s  Bazar  and  other 
]ieriodicals.  Her  poems  have  irregularly  and  infrequently  ap- 
peared in  Harper's  Baaar,  Harper's  Weekly  and  various  other 
magazines  and  journals,  but  she  is  best  and  most  willingly 
known  as  a  writer  of  poetry  for  children.  Of  the  two  following 
poems  from  her  pen,  the  first,  published  in  Harper's  Weekly,  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  of  her  writings  for  children.  The 
Veteran  was  published  a  few  years  ago  in  Harper's  Bazar  and  is 
included  in  Mrs.  Robinson's  latest  volume. 


They  sit  upon  the  barnyard  fence, 

Tlie  baby-swallows  in  a  row: 

I'our  little,  dusky,  silken  things, 

Witli  soft  bright  eyes,  and  close-shut  wings. 
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Their  motlier  flutters  to  and  fro ; 
The  Kal<leii-rod  is  oil  aglow, 
The  mapte  sliowB  one  acnrlet  leaf ; 
The  time  to  stuy  is  growioK  brief. 
Tliey  must  be  ready,     for  tlieir  ssikes 
A  constant  twittering  slie  niiikes  : 
"Try,  try,  my  downy  <lnrliii(;B,  try 
To  u|>reiu)  your  little  winga  uiid  fly." 

They  sit  unheeiling  on  the  feiiee. 

The  huby-swullows  in  a  row; 

They  see  no  cause  for  haste  at  all. 

They  look  so  innocent  and  smuU  I 

What  will  befall  tliem  when  they  go  ? 

How  much  they  have  to  learn  to  know  I 

All  the  strange  mystery  of  flight 

Above  the  sen  III  stonii  unit  night ; 

And  all  its  raplureN,  circling  round 

A  sky  with  sunset  roses  crowned. 

What  swallow  hopes,  and  fears,  and  cares, 

And  loves  and  dangers  will  be  theirs  i 

Bnt  nevermore  within  the  nest 

They'll  feel  their  mother's  sheltering  breast. 

Yet  still  that  mother,  for  their  sukes. 

This  constant,  tronbleil  twittering  makes  ; 

"Try,  try,  my  downy  <tnrlingH,  try 

To  spread  yonr  little  wings  and  lly." 


Whose  hands  the 
Grave  veterans,  we  follow  slow 

The  dull  beat  of  the  drum  ) 
There's  one  brief  uiiirch  before  us  now. 

And,  Comrades!  urf  shall  conic 
One  sleep  lo  share,  and  o'er  each  grave. 

The  Blurry  llag  we  loved  shall  wave  ! 

We  mourn  yon  not  I     The  days  seem  far 

Since  side  by  side  we  fought. 
And  onward  to  the  meeting  place 

The  way  is  now  so  short  I 
Not  many  May-times  shall  we  hear 

The  siiminons  of  the  dnim  ; 
We  wait,  with  unforgetling  lieiirts. 

Tilt  coiitrailes  !  we  shall  come 
One  sleep  to  share,  while,  o'er  each  grave. 

Thank  God  I  the  starry  flag  shall  wave   I 

Josephine  Augusta  Cass,  A.  B,,  writer  of  dainty  and  melo- 
dious verse,  was  the  daughter  of  Nason  W.  and  Augusta  (Shaw) 
Cass.  She  was  lioru  in  Hill,  Jan.  15,  1855,  and  died  at  the 
Massachusetts  Homceopathic  hospital,  Itostou,  Nov.  12,  1889, 
aged  34  years,  9  months,  27  day.s. 
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Wlieii  site  was  eight  years  old,  Miss  Cass  came  to  Bristol 
with  her  parents,  and  attended  the  school  in  the  district  where 
she  resided.  Slic  was  prepared  for  college  at  Tiltoii  Seminary, 
where  slie  was  valedictorian  of  her  class.  In  the  fall  of  1S77, 
slie  entered  Wellesley  College,  and  completed  her  course  there 
in  1880,  taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  At  Wellesley, 
she  was  distinguished  for  classical  and  mathematical  scholar- 
ship, no  less  than  for  literary  gifts.  She  made  a  number  of  hap- 
py and  f^racefnl  traaslations  of  German  songs,  some  of  them  at 
Ihc  ru|ucst  of  the  Hcetlioveii  society's  director,  who  approved 
their  quality  by  use  at  liis  concerts.  In  her  Sophomore  year, 
she  won  the  Durant  prize  for  the  best  Genuan  boat -song ;  and  in 
her  Senior  year  she  was  elected,  by  her  class,  writer  of  the  fare- 
well song  for  the  Tree-Day.  She  pursued  a  graduate  course  of 
two  years  at  Wellesley,  assisting  in  the  English  department  of 
the  college.  At  the  invitation  of  the  trustees,  she  was  poet  at 
the  commencement  exercises  of  1885. 

Alter  Icnviiig  college,  Miss  Cass  taught  at  Dana  Hall, 
Bridgcton,  N.  Y.,  chief  of  the  Wellesley  preparatory  schools ; 
ill  Illinois  University,  and  in  the  Meriden,  Conn.,  high  school. 
At  the  last  named  place  she  became  involved  in  a  controversy 
between  the  school  authorities  and  the  Catholic  clergy,  over  the 
sale  of  indulgences  by  the  early  Catholic  church,  and  she  dis- 
tinguished herself  by  her  knowledge  of  history.  Contrary  to  the 
requests  of  the  school  committee,  she  resigned  her  position  at 
Meriden,  l)eing  bent  on  the  execution  of  a  cherished  project  of 
continuing  her  historical  studies  abroad.  Accordingly,  she 
sailed  for  lingland,  and  began  Iier  studies  at  Newiugton  College, 
Cambridge,  'i'lie  English  climate,  however,  proved  too  harsh 
for  her  fragile  constitution  1  the  seeds  of  consumption  were  sown, 
and  although  the  ambitious  student  completed  her  year  of  study 
at  Cambridge,  she  returned  to  her  native  land  only  to  pass 
through  the  discipline  of  a  long  illness  which  ended  in  her 
death. 

Thus  the  young  singer  fell  by  the  way,  her  sweetest  music 
still  unsung.  Her  poems,  for  the  most  part  modestly  published 
in  The  Bosloii  Transcript,  Tht  Christian  Union,  The  Springfield 
Republican,  and  other  journals,  although  some  found  their  way 
into  more  distinguished  columns,  and  one  won  a  pri;;e  of  some 
nmgnttnde,  attracted  much  quiet  notice  lor  their  subtle  melo- 
dies, grace  of  phrase,  and  inten.sity  of  feeling.  A  child  of  the 
hills,  nature  was  from  earliest  remembrance  her  reireshmeut, 
inspiration,  and  delight.  She  was  a  young  womau  of  splendid 
traits  of  character  and  a  poet  of  rare  possibilities. 

Of  the  selections  from  her  work  here  given,  the  first  received 
a  prize  offeretl  by  The  Sunday  Budget,  and  the  last  two  aj»- 
peared  in  The  Boston  Transcript. 
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Iff  LIffS  WKKS  A  BAHQUST 

If  Ufe  were  a  banqnet,  wid  Beauty  were  win?. 

And  Being  the  cup  to  contain  It, 
What  dutv  bad  man  save  at  eoae  to  recline, 

Drink  neeply,  and  uevi^  disdain  it  ? 
If  Life  were  a  banquet,  and  llciiuty  were  wine. 

And  Bciiiif  the  cup  to  conUdn  il  I 

1(  Life  WLTc  a  buiiquut,  and  Gloiy  were  wine. 
And  Pain  were  the  strong  bowl  that  held  it. 

Would  Htiy  man  pause  ere  he  quaffed,  or  repine 

At  the  cost ;  though  his  heart's  blood  had  swelled  it? 

If  Life  were  a  banquet,  and  GIoi^  were  wine, 
And  Pain  were  the  strong  bowl  that  held  it  t 

If  Life  were  a  banquet,  and  I,ove  were  the  wine. 
And  pure  Hps  alone  touched  the  cliulicc, 

What  soul  would  refuse  for  a  draught  so  divine 
To  pur^  itself  wholly  from  malice  i 

But  Life  IS  a  banquet,  and  Love  is  the  wine. 
And  pore  lips  alone  tonch  the  chalice. 

IN  RXir.R 

In  the  hnsh  of  the  midnight  I  dream,  love. 

Of  a  city  that  lies  by  the  sea  ; 
Of  a  ligltthoiiBe  I  ciitcli  the  ri;d  gleiini,  love. 

As  I  pace  the  diui  shoru-path  wilk  thee. 

The  waves  roll  in  from  afar,  love. 

And  call  na  with  voices  of  power ; 
The  white  fire  of  one  solemn  star,  love. 

In  the  clear  west  shines  like  a  flower. 

And  the  twilight  sky  broodeth  low,  love. 

O'er  roof  and  guide  niid  spiie. 
As  Heaven  loved  the  city,  and  so,  love. 

Were  stooping  to  beckon  her  liigher. 

To  eastward  the  moon  niounteth  slow,  love. 

The  blue  heaven's  invisible  stair ; 
And  drops  on  the  dark  tide  below,  love. 

Her  mantle  trails,  silvery  fair. 


I  wake  and  find  it  a  dieam.  love. 
Soil,  moon,  Hliir,  voice,  Hhiriiiig  eyes. 

Tile  roil  light'H  long  level  beam,  love. 

Cull  of  wuvea  aud  llie  night- wind's  rcpliev. 

Tliose  sweet  snnimer  nights  by  the  sea,  love, 
Alas  I  were  they  dream -phantoms,  loo  t 

If  I  turned  from  this  distance  to  thee,  love. 
Could  I  prove  their  existence  anew  t 

Do  the  waves  dash  high  as  of  old,  love. 
When  the  great  storms  buffet  them  sore  7 

Do  the  rain-robes  the  gray  cliffs  enfold,  love. 
And  the  wild  winds  shout  to  the  shored 
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Shoiiltl  I  liiid  tlie  ninnlt  towcr-rooin  ngatii,  love, 
Wlicre  wu  worked  tlirougli  tile  lou){,  sultTy  lionn? 

Dom  tlie  po^lnr  tree  rustle  as  when,  love, 
I  tliouglit  it  the  fnlliug  of  showeri  i 

la  there  really  a  city,  a  home,  love. 
Warm  hearts  and  strong,  clasping  hands? 

Quite  alone  in  my  exile  1  roam,  love ; 
Strange  skica  head  o'ci  the  strange  lands. 

Whcu  I'm  wenry  aud  lonely  and  sad,  love, 

And  Hotlting  seems  real  but  my  pain. 
At  lennt  let  mv  know  thoii  art  fllnd,  love, 

lu  thy  home  by  the  hcavcu- touch  lug  main. 

A  SUHMUR  DAY'S  DBSIKB 

'Til,  oh  !  to  go  afloating 

Adown  the  rippling  stream. 
The  Icnfy  shores  nnnottrig  — 

To  lloiil  UN  in  u  dreiiiii  I 

No  friend  to  sit  auear  me. 

No  hand  the  helm  to  guide ; 
But  wind  and  wave  to  steer  me 

At  the  will  of  the  Idle  tide  I 

With  the  red  sun  juBt  a-setting. 

Behind  a  wooded  hill, 
Witli  a  hrceie  the  tree-tops  fretting, 

And  a  far-heard  whip-poor-will  I 

Oh  I  II  Irnee  to  piiin  iuhI  i>kiiHiire, 

And  one  brief  hour  of  rest, 
In  n  pQacc  beyond  all  luensurc, 

Un  the  cooling  river's  breast  t 

For  my  heart  is  hot  and  weary. 

With  the  bliss  and  the  woe  of  life ; 
Tlie  field  I  sec  not  clearly. 

For  the  smoke  of  the  constant  strife. 

One  hour  of  toil's  fmitiau 

To  look  nt  truth  aright, 
Tlii'n  ilowii  front  the.niouni  uf  vision 

Will  1  come  and  join  the  light. 

Auiiie  Sargent  Hanimoiid,  daughter  of  Walter  Harris  and 
Serena  Lane  (Harrington)  Sargent,  was  born  in  Boscaweu, 
March  21,  1857.  She  received  her  education  at  the  Penacook 
academy  and  Uie  Elinwood  institute,  Boscawen.  For  several 
siibsc(|ucut  years,  slic  labored  as  a  teaclier.  Slie  has  resided  in 
Bristol  about  eighteen  years. 

Mrs.  Hammond  has  published  two  works  in  book  form. 
T/ie  Rights  and  tVrongs  of  Men  and  Women  was  published  in 
1895,  by  the  Enterprise  Printing  House.  Twentieth  Century 
Facts,  publi.'ilied  by  the  same  house,  appeared  two  years  later. 
Two  otltc  productions,  The  Beautiful  and  Wrecks  of  the  Beauti- 
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ful,  and  its  sequel.  The  Medium,  are  now  printing  at  the  Scroll 
Publishing  House,  Chicago.  Mrs.  Hammond's  poems  have  ap- 
peared irregularly  in  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  jour- 
nals and  in  various  religious  papers.  Her  poetry,  as  well  a^  hor 
prose,  is  for  the  most  part  religious.  We  append  one  o(  lier 
latest  productions. 


The  heart  of  the  Motlier  is  beating,  I  ween. 
With  joy  that  never  was  told  ; 
She  stands  liy  tliis  world  with  Its  broken  harp. 
In  love  that  never  grows  cold. 
Majestic  and  gentle  the  poise  of  her  hand ; 
Her  voice  is  love's  native  tone ; 
Noblest  of  women  in  tite  fdr,  fur  hind, 
Tho'  she  utilities,  she  slill  moves  alone. 
Not  an  anguish,  not  a  trinmph 
In  which  she  inuy  not  share, 
Pot,  in  the  Garden,  up  the  Monntain, 
I  know  she  was  with  Him  there. 
This  grand,  mysterious  Angel 
Touclied  the  vibrating,  quivering  stringa 
Of  a  tnysticnt  lyre  in  the  realms  above 
Where  Love  is  the  King  of  Kings ; 
All  cclcBtial  voices  responded 
Amoroso,  doloroso,  ana/orle  bold, 
In  hope  to  evolve,  ]iost  liiiiiioubly, 
"The  half  that  had  never  been  told  "; 
Tho'  constantly,  sweetly,  the  singers  sang. 
They  could  not  end  the  strain ; 
And  earth  and  air  and  tile  deep  still  rang 
For  one  mute,  missing  chord  in  vain ; 
Then  God  called  on  a  lone  human  heart, 
I^st  its  pain  inube  it  seem  proud  and  cold, 
But  it  only  gave  out  a  minor  part 
Of  the  half  Uiut  hud  never  been  told. 
Next,  a  new  and  queenly  woman 
Enierge<t  from  the  BtJUness  of  Goal, 
To  break  up  the  fallow  ground 
Where  none  save  angels  hod  trod  ; 
Vet,  vain  was  her  eager  look 
For  a  new  thing  un^r  the  sun  ; 
Before  her  the  open  Book, 
With  truths  set  one  Ly  one. 
At  Inst,  from  mysterious  silence, 
The  Mather  of  l.ove  drew  iineur ; 
Anil  Mury  B|)iike  to  life  kindly, 
For  the  sake  of  Christ,  she  held  dear :  — 

"Tbe  passion  of  birth  by  a  seraphim  wakened. 
Told  all  the  love  story,  I  weeu, 
When  my  Baby's  form  of  dtvinest  sweetness 
In  the  manger  cradle  was  seen. 
Youth  hopes  over  much  for  the  morrow. 
My  heart  to  its  past  ever  clings. 
While  the  weary  while  hand  of  sorrow, 
Sweeps  over  its  broken  atrings. 
Methlnka  the  lost,  melodious  chord. 
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Will  lie  (ouiid  oil  I'lirlh,  iis  in  IK'uveii, 

WliifU  hearts  fee)  ouew  the  touch  of  that  baud 

Throu|rh  which  cruet  nails  were  once  driveu. 

Then,  111  whatever  form  of  opirit 

Thy  Aoul  shall  awaken,  aiid  shine, 

It  will  surely  hear  some  likeness 

To  this  Oilier  Soul  "f  mine. 

Here,  in  our  home  of  peace,  and  rest, 

Very  near  to  the  crystal  sea, 

I  live  with  Him  I  love  the  beat^ 

My  Son  —  of  Galilee, 

I've  U'lirnetl  to  forRivc  your  nuHeriiig  world  — 

[,  who  iiui  C  hrist'a  own  Mother  I 

Then,  wilt  Ihou  not  try,  throuf;li  life's  little  while 

To  uuderetaiid,  andyiiff I'lv one  another?" 

Charles  Fletcher  Luiiiiiiis,  author,  explorer,  and  editor, 
altliougli  not  a  iialive  of  Bristol,  is  a  Bristol  product  iu  that  his 
mother,  Harriet' (Fowler)  Lunimis,  was  a  Bristol  woiiiati,  and 
ill  (hat  lie  Uiiiisell  s|K.'nt  a  Tow  years  of  his  cliiUlhood  in  this 
town.  We  K'vc  hini,  Uierelore,  a  liriel  space  licrc.  Aiitoii}^  his 
Ik;sI  known  works  are:  Tlic  AwaUtiiiig  of  a  Nation  (Mexico 
to-day);  /'/«■  Spanish  Pioneers;  Some  Slratige  Comers  of  Our 
Counfr)' ;  A  Tramp  Across  the  Continent ;  Tlie  Afau  Who  Married 
the  Moon  (Pueblo  Indian  Folklore);  The  King  of  the  Bronchos; 
■Jhe  Goldfish  of  Gran  Chimu  (Peru);  7!ie  Right  Hand  of  the 
Continent;  The  Enchanted  Burro  ;  and  Spanish  America.  Mr. 
Lunimis  is  now  editor  of  Out  West,  "a  magazine  of  the  old 
Pacific  and  the  new,"  published  at  Ix)s  Angeles,  Cal. 

Pro!.  Fred  Lewis  Pattee,  A.  M.,  teacher  of  Knglish  and 
lileratnre,  and  writer  of  poetry,  liislory,  and  criticism,  was  born 
in  Bristol,  Mar,  22,  1863.  After  improving  the  meagre  school 
advantages  of  Bristol  and  of  Alexandria,  to  which  latter  town 
his  parents  had  removed  when  he  was  a  few  years  old,  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  the  Bristol  Weekly  Enterprise,  with  no  thought 
of  continuing  study.  At  the  end  of  a  year,  liowever,  he  entered 
the  New  Ham]iloii  Literary  institution,  from  whicli  lie  was 
gradnalt'd  in  i».S4.  'i'lic  next  four  years  lie  siwnt  at  nartmoulh 
college,  leaching  scIuhiI  in  New  llanipsliire  and  in  Maine  win- 
ters, and  working  summers  in  hotels  as  waiter,  or  on  the  farm. 
He  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  in  1888,  with  the  degree  of 
A,  B.  Three  years  later,  he  received  his  A.  M.  in  course.  At 
New  Hampton  he  was  editor-in-chief  of  the  school  publication, 
Tlic  Ifamptonia.  At  Dartmouth  he  was  an  editor  of  The  Dart- 
mouth IJIcriuy  Monthly,  and  ii|Hin  graduation  was  ehiss  ]«)et. 

After  his  graduation  from  college,  Profcs,sor  Pattee  secured 
a  place  on  The  Sprinnficld  (Mass.)  Rrpnblican,  having  decided 
to  follow  journalism  as  his  profession ;  but  on  advice  ol  his 
teacher  of  literature  at  Dartmouth,  Prof.  Chas.  F.  Richardson, 
he  gave  up  journalism  to  devote  himself  to  teaching.  He  spent 
the  next  year  as  principal  of  the  schools  at  Uatonlown,  N,  j.. 
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and  the  following  year  he  held  a  similar  position  in  Mendon, 
Mass.  In  the  fall  of  1890,  he  assumed  the  principalship  of  Coe's 
Northwood  academy,  in  which  position  he  spent  four  prosper- 
ous years.  In  the  (all  of  1894,  he  accepted  the  chair  of  Hnglish 
and  rhetoric  at  the  Pennsylvania  State  college,  which  position 
he  still  holds.  He  spent  the  summer  of  1897  in  a  hlcycle  tour 
of  England  and  Scotland.  In  the  snuimcr  of  1901,  he  uliled 
reading  courses  in  the  Itooklovcrs'  I,il)rary,  IMiiladi^lphia,  and 
in  the  college  year  1901-2,  he  was  granted  a  leave  of  absence  of 
eight  months,  a  greater  part  of  which  time  he  devoted  to  the 
study  of  Knglish  aud  German  philology,  at  the  University  o( 
Gottingen,  Germany. 

Prof.  Tattee's  first  poem,  The  Solitary  Pine,  was  publisheil 
IH  The  Gfanite  Monthly  of  April,  1883.  Other  early  coiitrihu- 
tions  were  made  to  The  Youth's  Companion,  the  Springfield 
■Republican,  the  Boston  Journal,  aud  bther  periodicals.  His  first 
publication  in  book  form  was  a  monograph  on  Literature  in  the 
Public  Schools,  published  in  Cincinnati  in  1891.  The  Wine  of  May, 
and  other  Lyrics,  published  by  the  Republican  Pi^ess  Association, 
Concord,  in  1893,  reveals  a  deep  love  of  nature,  a  characteristic 
that  again  appears  in  Pasquancy  Echoes,  a  volume  of  mingled 
prose  and  poetry  published  in  1893  by  the  Knterprise  Printing 
House,  Ilristol.  Most  of  this  voUune  was  written  at  hi.s  summer 
cottage,  "Ledgeside,"  on  the  shore  of  Pasquaney,  or  Newfouud, 
lake,  and  its  pages  contain  exquisite  pen-pictures  of  this  lake 
and  its  romantic  surroundings. 

In  1896,  Silver,  Burdett,  &  Co..  of  Boston,  published  Prof. 
Pattee's  A  history  of  American  Literature,  with  a  View  to  the 
Fundamental  Principles  Underlying  Its  Development,  an  exhaustive 
text-book  of  500  pages,  designed  for  schools  aud  colleges.  This 
book  was  received  with  great  favor  by  critics  and  educators, 
aud  reached  its  third  edition  within  six  months.  Aliont  this 
time.  Prof.  Pallee  was  chosen  to  write  an  addition  to  John 
Nichol's  article  on  American  literature  in  The  Encyclopedia 
Brittanica,  and  to  contribute  an  article  on  the  history  of  Cana- 
dian literature.  In  1897,  he  published  Beading  Courses  in 
American  Literature.  Other  works  are :  A  Study  of  Shakespeare's 
Macbeth  (1897);  The  Foundations  of  English  Literature  (1899); 
and  Mary  Garvin  {1902).  Au  edition  ol  the  J'ocins  of  Philip 
Frencau  is  now  being  published  by  the  Princeton  Historical 
association  in  three  volumes. 

Prof.  Pattee's  latest  book,  Mary  Garvin,  published  by 
Thomas  Y,  Crowell  &  Co.,  New  York,  has  met  with  very  favor- 
able criticism.  It  is  a. pleasing  ruYal  story  in  a  picturesque 
setting.  The  story  is  not  a  reflection  of  other  rural  stories,  but 
a  new  and  vigorous  use  of  material  which  has  long  lain  dormant. 
Unusual  interest  in  the  book  is  shown  in  this  vicinity,  since  the 
author  localizes  the  story,  and  many  of  the  places  and  several  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Prop.  Frrp  Lewis  Pattke,  a.  M. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LITBRATURS  349 

the  cliarticlers  are  easily  recogiiizetl.  Prof.  Pattee  dedicates  tUe 
bcxik  to  his  parents,  "with  memories  of  a  happy  boyhood." 

Noble  character  and  the  tiispiratioits  of  nature  are  Prof. 
Pattee's  priceless  iidieritance.  He  comes  of  good  old  Puritan 
stock,  and  his  youth  and  young  manhood  were  spent  among  the 
uplifting  scenes  and  healthful  surroundings  of  the  hills  and 
mountains.  Small  wonder,  then,  that  he  is  a  writer  of  promin- 
ence and  a  poet  of  noble  achievement  and  of  still  further  possi- 
bility. He  has  received  a  local  preacher's  license  from  the 
Methodist  church  at  Bristol.  ' 

Of  the  following  poems  from  Prof.  Pattee's  pen,  the  &rst 
and  third  are  from  Pasquaney  Echoes;  the  second  and  fourth,  from 
The  Wine  0/ May,  and  other  Lyrics. 


There  in  r  Icf^end  old, 
lly  nKLiI  KmiKloircti  told 
Oil  wintur  ni|;litii  wlieii  fire  and  Iniiip  ore  diui. 


A  hardy  little  band 
Sought  out  this  forcit  laud 

I'rom  liomJoiiderrv.  ia  tlie  month  of  June, 
And  slowly  day  by  day 
Toiletl  o'er  the  tangled  way, 

nylinbliUiigHtrciiiiiiiniul  tiicftilowB  bloaiiom  atrewu  ; 
And  iust  iiR  evening  rell,— - 
I've  heard  my  grniidsiru  tell,  — 

Tlicy  cimic  one  diiy  u|>oii  tliin  little  hill ; 
'J'he  pnq>lc  western  skies 
Had  tluts  of  Paradise 

That  filled  with  mellon  light  the  valleys  still. 
The  towering  mono  tains  grand 
Arose  on  every  band, 

Beneath  their  feet,  asleep,  Pasqnaney  lay ; 
And  to  the  little  band 
The  place  aceiiied  (nirylaiid, 

And  one,  n  niiiideu  weary  0/  the  way. 
Desired,  if  abe  should  die. 
In  this  sweet  spot  to  lie 

In  blissfnl  rest,  above  the  sleepy  wave; 
And  ere  fell  winter's  snows. 
Ere  faded  summer's  rose. 

With  loving  hands  they  made  her  here  her  grave. 
Tlic  yi^iirs  hiivL-  llown  sinct:  then, 
The  busy  hands  of  men 

Have  torn  the  woods  and  fettered  all  the  streams ; 
Vet  still  in  the  sunset's  slow 
The  lake  smiles  from  below, 

And  in  tlie  west  the  motmtain  monarch  gleams. 
The  churchyard  now  is  old ; 
Its  sacred  bounds  now  hold 
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The  dust  of  all  that  little  band  of  jtne ; 
Ita  atones  are  black  with  moM, 
The  tangled  bushe*  ctobs 

Above  the  maiden's  grave  and  block  the  door. 
Yet  in  this  northern  land 
Amid  these  monntains  grand, 

I  know  no  spot  more  beautifnl,  more  bright ; 
No  spot  more  lit  to  ki-cp 
The  dtwl  ill  their  loiin  slL-v-p 

'Till  Reauirection  worn  shall  baniBb  night. 

]Ui,Y 
Tlie  quivering  air  is  filled  with  heat ; 

All  is  silent  as  a  dream, 

Save  the  muniiiir  of  a  atreniii, 

Save  tbc  locust's  fur-off  BciL-um, 
And  drowsy  cricketa  at  my  feet. 
Oh,  lead  me  to  some  leafy  glen 

Where  the  morning  dew  yet  clings. 

Where  the  matin  bird  yet  aings. 

And  each  cooling  zephyr  brings 
The  odors  of  the  moasy  fen  t 
Wliat  fitter  tank,  then,  could  there  be. 

On  this  ilrowHy  auuinicr  day. 

From  nil  trouble  far  away. 

Than  to  list  tliu  wontl-bird'a  lay. 
And  dream,  iiiy  love,  and  dreunt  of  thee? 

THH  VOICR  OM  TRK  MOUNTAIN 
O'er  the  waters  of  Pesquoney, 
On  the  mountain  ragged,  tharnf, 
Wild  and  rising  from  the  waters,  rising  sheer. 
Dwells  an  imp  or  nymph  or  woman 
With  a  mellow  voice  quite  human. 
Never  failing,  never  ceasing,  sweet  to  hear, 
Joining  in  my  songs  of  gladness, 
Sighing  in  m^  hours  at  siidiicHS, 
Sighing,  liiiigliiiig,  never  fiiruiid  never  near. 
"Ah  me  !  Ha,  ha  !  Ah  woe!" 
Comes  the  voice  or  high  or  low, 
"Ah  me !  Ha,  ha  !  Ah  woe." 
For  her  atorv  I  beseech  her, 
"Art  thon,  tlien,  some  wayward  creature. 
Half  a  maiden,  half  a  fairy,  sad  and  lone, 
Iionglng  for  the  love  of  mortal. 
Yet  debarreil  from  that  blest  ]>ortal. 
Longing,  pining  till  thou  liast  but  voice  alone  ? 
Or  the  ghost  of  dusky  maiden 
I,inperiug  there  with  sorrow  laden. 
Grieving,  aigliiug  for  the  happy  days  long  flown  i 
Alaal  Alas  I  To  know!  " 
Came  an  answer  sad  and  low, 
"A  lass?    A  lass?    O,  no." 
Wilt  thon  drive  me  quite  to  madness? 
Thou  art  then  the  imp  of  sadness. 
Oft  the  world  seems  black  and  lonely,  and  forlorn. 
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Ami  I  cry,  "Life  is  a  shallow 
Like  the  foK  upou  the  uicBdaw, 
Life  the  flathmg,  flitiiBv  dcw-web  of  the  mom  ; 
Youth  is  but  a  time  for  sighing, 
Age  IB  hut  ■  tiuie  for  dying. 
All  between  a  paltry  bubble  quickly  torn ; — 
Our  lifeispaial  Ah  woe  I" 
Came  the  far  voice,  soft  and  low, 
"Yotir  life  is  pain  t  All,  no." 
Ah,  I  hail  the  nymph  of  gladness, 
III  tliy  voice  no  trace  of  tuulnims  ', — 
fkimctiiiieB  of  ii  suuiinL-r  morning  all  ia  bright, 
And  I  cry,  "Oh,  life  is  sweetness  ; 
Earth  has  given  in  completeness 
Heavenly  sounds  and  fragrant  perfumes,  and  our  sight 
Has  regaled  with  floods  of  beiauty. 
Till  It  aeems  our  only  duty 
Just  to  praise  God  for  the  aweetneas  and  the  light. 
My  life's  all  foy,  I  know  I" 
Ciimu  tlio  voice  no  longur  low, 
"Thy  life's  nil  joy  ?  All,  tiol" 
"What,  then,  art  thou,  wayward  creature, 
Thou  who  hast  not  sense  or  feature. 
Save  A  voice  that  sympathizes  with  my  aaul  ? 
If  not  imp  or  nymph  or  maiden. 
If  not  shade  with  sadness  laden, 
Why  dost  enter  evei^  mood,  oh  why  condole 
When  my  heart  with  grief  ia  breaking, 
l^ugh  when  joy  has  stopped  its  aching  I 
I  would  know  thee,  love  thee,  seek  thee  and  console  ; — 
Avoice?     Oh  more.  I  know!" 
Cnnie  the  whiH)>cr  sighing  low, 
"A  voice, — no  more,  Ah  no  I  " 

TIIH  riCKUT'S  SONG 

Softly,  comradea,  they  are  sleeping, — 
Since  the  morning,  oh  how  long  has  been  the  way  I 

Gone  the  days  when  war  was  calling. 

Gone  the  crash  of  arms  appalling. 
And  the  bivouac  and  the  marching  and  the  fray. 

And  the  arnij  now  is  Bleeping  : 

We  arc  hut  the  ]>ickcts,  keeping 
Wnrd  and  watch  before  the  cauip  till  break  of  day. 

Softly,  comrades,  they  are  sleeping, — 
They  the  muscle  of  the  North,  the  Nation's  ttay. 

Some  when  shell  and  death  were  flying 

In  the  Southland  we  left  lying, — 
They  were  sleeping  when  tbeir  comrades  marched  away. 

Now  the  Northern  ranks  are  sleeping  : 

Wv,  Ihu  r<:w,  nri:  pickets,  keeping 
Watch  and  ward  uutll  the  breaking  of  the  day. 

Softly,  conirndes,  they  are  sleeping. 
And  we  watch  them  while  the  slow  years  steal  away, 

Une  by  one  to  rest  we're  going. 

For  our  eyes  are  heavy  growing ; — 
There  is  silence  o'er  the  campground  erst  so  gay; 

For  the  Northern  tanks  are  sleeping : 

We  are  hut  the  pickets,  keeping 
Watch  and  ward  until  the  breaking  of  the  day. 
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LtllRARIKS 

Let  knowledge  grow  from  more  to  more. 

Rut  more  of  reverence  in  iia  dwell ; 

That  mind  and  soul,  according  well, 
Hay  make  one  music  aa  before, 
Fut  vaster, 

Dec.  lo,  rSoo,  the  Social  Library  of  New  Chester  was 
incorporated  by  the  legislature,  with  Carr  Huse,  Ssq.,  Epliraim 
Webster,  Sethua  Forbes,  Jacob  Rowell,  Edward  Blodgett,  and 
Reuben  Wetls,  Jr.,  incorporators.  It  was  located  in  what  is 
now  Hill  village.  It  was  niitliori;ted  to  hold  books  and  other 
[lersoual  proi)erty  to  the  value  of  f  t.oco.  A  library  was  incor- 
porated in  that  part  of  Bridgewater  now  Bristol  village  June  i6. 
i8o2,  with  Moses  I,ewi.s,  Peter  Sleeper,  Moses  Sleci>cr,  Ahininns 
Ulauchard  incorporalors,  under  the  name  of  the  Bridgewater 
Social  Library.  This  association  was  authorized  to  make  pur- 
chases or  receive  subscriptions,  grants  and  donations,  not 
exceeding  $i,ooo.  The  library  at  New  Chester  was  evidently 
established  and  had  an  existence  of  many  years,  but  there  is  no 
evidence  to  show  that  a  library  at  Bridgewater  village  was  ever 
opened  under  the  charter  named.  The  snp|>o.sition  would  Ih; 
that  it  was  not  from  the  fact  that  auotlicr  charter  of  the  same 
name  was  granted  to  men  living  in  another  part  of  the  town 
June  15,  181 1,  the  incor|iora tors  being  Tliuiiius  Cniwford,  Ik-uj. 
Boardman,  and  Enoch  Melvin.  These  men  all  lived  on  Bridge- 
water  hill,  and  the  library  was  located  in  that  part  of  the  town. 

July  2,  1833,  the  Bristol  Library  was  incorporated  with 
James  Minot,  Moses  W.  Sleeper,  and  their  associates  as  incor- 
l>orators.  By  its  charter  this  library  had  "all  the  powers  and 
privileges  necessary  and  incident  to  coq)oratious  of  a  similar 
nature."  This  association  had  a  prosperous  existence  of  tweuty- 
five  or  thirty  years.  It  was  supported  by  a  small  fee  for  the  use  of 
the  books  and  by  money  earned  by  the  young  people  at  sociables, 
braiding  straw  hats,  and  in  other  ways.  Solomon  Cavis  was 
librarian  at  one  time  and  the  library  was  located  in  his  store. 
At  a  later  date.  Col.  Oscar  V.  Fowler  tilled  this  office  and  the 
lK>oks  were  kept  in  the  small  lobby  of  the  post-office.  This 
library  had  on  its  shelves  one  hundred  volumes  or  more  of  the 
standard  works  of  the  day,   uiainty  histories  and  biographies. 
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witi)  a  few  works  of  fiction.  In  llie  late  forties,  or  early  fifties, 
interest  in  it  declined,  and  the  book-case  stood  for  years 
unopened. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  iS68,  through  the  efforts  of 
Dr.  Daniel  S.  Chase,  the  town  appropriated  seventy-five  dollars 
for  books  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  public  library,  and  the  next 
year  one  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  for  additional  books. 
These  books  were  kept  in  a  private  residence  or  on  the  counters 
of  E.  S.  Poster's  drng  store,  and  necessarily  in  such  a  way  that 
patrons  licl{icd  themselves,  and  sonic  volumes  were  lost.  The 
result  was  that,  in  1872,  the  town  voted  to  sell  the  books  at 
auction,  and  this  was  done,  the  sale  amounting  to  $35.60. 

HINOT'SLBBPER   LIBRARY 
On  the  32nd  of  November,   1883,  Judge  Jostah  Minot,  of 
OinK-ord,  and  C<)1.  Holonirm  Rias  Rlcc|>cr,  o(  Cambridge,  Mass., 
l>«>lli  natives  of  Itristul,  addressed  the   following   letter   to  the 
selectmen  of  Uristol : 

Concord,  K.  H.,  Nov.  33,  1883. 
Selectmen  of  Bristol. 

Dear  Sirs  :  —  We  wish  to  make  some  appropriate  ^ft  to  the  town  of 
Bristol,  in  tokeii  of  our  regard  (or  it  as  our  native  town,  aud  of  the  many 
pleasiint  memories  and  nssociatiDns  that  still  attach  us  to  it,  on  account 
of  its  having  been  the  place  of  our  homes  in  the  earlier  yearn  of  our  lives, 
for  that  purpose  we  have  purchased  of  P.  Bnrtlett,  Esq.,  the  lot  of  land 
on  tlic  aoulhcrly  side  of  rlciunnt  struct,  opjKuiite  his  dwelling  house. 
And  we  proixMC  lu  cruet  on  it  a  suitable  building  for  a  public  librury,  aud 
when  completed  to  convey  the  property  to  the  town  for  that  use.  We 
intctid  that  the  buildliii',  with  the  Kronnds  connected,  shall  be  of  such 
design  and  iu  such  condition,  thnt  thuy  will  be  n  credit  to  the  place ;  aud 
we  hope  that  the  library,  when  established,  will  be  useful  aud  beneficial 
to  the  community. 

Please  advise  ns  if,  in  your  opinion,  such  a  nft  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  town,  and  if  it  will  asaume  to  make  suitable  provisions  for  the 
establishment  of  a  public   library   as   contemplated   and   for  the  future 
iiiaintenunce  and  uiaitagemcul  of  it  acconliugly. 
Respectfully, 

Jotiinh  Minot, 
S.  S.  Sleeper. 

This  letter  was  enclosed  in  one  to  Hon.  Cyrus  Taylor  which 
read  as  follows : 

Concord,  N.  H.,  Nov.  33,  18S3. 
IIoii.  Cyrus  Tnylor. 

Dciir  Sir  :  —  Wc  cucliisc  a  letter  from  us  to  the  selL'ctmcn  of  Bristol 
in  relation  to  a  public  librxiry  there,  which  plcuse  hand  to  them.  Our 
proponiil  ill  thiLt  letter,  if  iiceeptid>le  to  the  town,  will  ensure  the  early 
coiupk'tian  of  the  building  for  the  library  reiidy  for  use  nccordirigly. 

But  the  important  partof  providing  suitable  twotcs  for  the  library  itself 
still  remains.     Aud  although  the  town  taay  not  hesitate  to  assume  the  obli- 

fatlon  of  such  provision,  yet  there  might  be  more  delay  than  is  desirable. 
t  sceiiiB  to  us  thut  the  acceptability  aud  success  of  the  enterprise  will  be 
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fi^eatl^  enconraged  and  promoted  i(  proviaion  can  be  made  for  tlie  sirpply 
tor  a  suitable  number  of  volumes  for  tlie  commencement  of  llic  uneot  the 
library  by  tbe  public  on  tlie  completion  of  tlie  builtling  rciidy  for  it.  AhiI 
for  that  purpose,  as  wellos  of  crcatiug  a  more  effective  public  interest  in  lliu 
mutter,  a  voluntary  contributiau  by  the  citizens  will  be  very  nM.'ful  and 
advantageous.  Not  a  very  large  sum,  say  (1,500,  will  make  n  good  cuui- 
mencement,  and,  to  encoumge  it,  if  (1,500  of  that  amount  is  coiitributeil 
by  the  ctizeiis.  we  will  !>«  rcti|>oiisilile  for  the  rcmaiuitig  (i,<n>,  and  Ihns 
nu  eiirly  iiuil  ftivoriibte  CHlublJHlinienl  (if  the  libniry  will  be  iii:ide. 

I'tease  confer  with  the  citi;ienH  uuil  imcerliitii  what  cau  be  done  in  tlie 
direction  auggeated,  and  advise  ua. 

Yours  truly. 


A  meetinfT  of  the  citizens  of  Bristol  was  held  at  the  town 
hall,  Friday,  Dec.  14,  to  consider  these  propositions.  Hon.  L. 
W.  Fling  presided.  A  committee  was  elected  consisting  of  Rev. 
H.  G.  Pillsbury,  Capt.  R.  W.  Musgrove,  Dr.  J.  M,  Bishop,  Dr. 
Geo.  H.  Calley,  and  Ira  A.  Chase,  Esq.,  to  appoint  a  canvassing 
committee  to  raise  the  f  1,500  needed  from  the  people  of  Bristol  in 
order  to  secifre  the  f  1,000  offered  by  Messrs.  Minot  and  Sleeper. 

At  n  special  town  Miccttng  licid  Jan.  16,  1834,  the  lollowin); 
resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

WiiitkitAH,  llflii.  JnHbh  Mimn.of  Coiiconl.  N.  II.,  >iti>l  llim.  S.  S. 
Sleeiwr,  u(  Ciimbrlilge,  Miuu.,  funiier  resiik-ntM  of  llriHlol,  have  generously 
offered  to  donate  to  the  town  a  library  building  and  grounds,  provided  the 
town  will  accept  the  same  and  provide  for  the  maintenance  thereof, 
therefore,  be  it 

Kesotved,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bristol,  qualified  to  vote  in  town 
affairs,  in  town  meeting  assembled,  on  the  16th  day  of  January,  18S4, 
that  the  town  thanks  the  donois  for  their  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Bristol, 
and  for  their  niuniriceiice  and  public  spirited  iieaa,  tb.it  it  will  accept  siiiti 
gift  of  mid  library  buildings  and  groumU,  anil  hereby  agrees  to  provide 
for  the  maintenance  and  nianagemeiit  thereof.    He  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  siiiU  town  forwar«l,  iin  soon  as  niny  lie,  n 
copy  of  this  resolution  to  uaxA  donors  respectively. 

The  committee  to  appoint  solicitors  named  Hon.  Cyrus 
Taylor,  Hon.  B.  F.  Perkins,  W.  A.  Berry,  Esq.,  Selectman  S. 
S.  Brown,  and  H.  T.  Alexander,  This  committee  made  an 
appeal  to  the  people  of  Bristol  through  the  columns  of  the  local 
paper  in  its  issue  of  Feb,  14,  1884,  for  a  penerons  contribu- 
tion. Mrs,  Laura  A,  Buttrick  was  afterward  added  to  this 
committee,  and  this  lady  and  Hon.  Cyrus  Taylor  secured  contri- 
butions amounting  to  $800.  As  this  amount  was  all  that  could 
be  raised  by  subscription,  Messrs.  Mtnot  and  Sleeper  paid  over 
the  full  amount  ol  their  subscription  —  $1 ,000. 

The  library  building  was  completed  the  middle  of  December, 
1884,  and  al)ont  the  same  time  the  selectmen  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  board  of  trustees :  Hon.  Cyrus  Taylor,  Williaiii  A. 
Berry,  Usq.,  Rev.  H.  G.  Pillsbury,  Dr.  G.  H.  Calley,  I.  A. 
Chase,  Esq.,  Capl.  R.  W.  Musgrove,  J.  H.  Brown,  V.'ny.,  M. 
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W.  White,  Dr.  J.  M.  Bishop,  Capt.  F.  A.  Gordon,  and  R.  A. 
Horner,  Esq.  The  trustees  organized  Dec.  20,  by  the  election 
of  Capt.  Mnsgrove  as  chairman,  Dr.  Bishop  as  secretary,  and 
Dr.  Callcy  as  trcasitrcr. 

The  trustees  elected  the  following  as  a  committee  to  select 
the  first  installment  of  books  to  be  purchased :  Rev.  H.  G.  Pills- 
bury,  Ira  A.  Chase,  Esq.,  Rev.  J.  A.  Bowler,  Dr.  G.  H.  Calley, 
Rev.  G.  O.  Wiggin,  Mrs.  Laura  A.  Berry,  Mrs,  Laura  A.  But- 
trick,  and  Misses  M.  Abbie  Bishop,  Nancy  A.  Durghi.  Mary  Q. 
Bartlett,  Iv.  llcllc  Calley,  and  Mallie  B.  Calley.  This  couimittcc 
selected  the  first  600  volumes  placed  in  the  library,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Fillsbury  went  to  Boston  and  made  the  purchase. 

The  library  was  opened  to  the  public  Feb.  28,  1885.  There 
were  then  on  the  shelves  for  circulation  400  volumes,  and  500 
more  awaited  covering  and  labeling.  These  books  consisted  of 
a  good  proportion  of  fiction,  histories,  biographies,  travels,  ami 
miscellaneous  works,  hi  Seplcnibcr,  following.  Miss  Abigail 
Miuot  presented  the  library  with  $227  for  the  purchase  of 
encyc loped ia.s,  atlases,  etc. 

At  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees,  held  Mar.  10, 
18S6,  the  treasurer  reported  the  total  receipts  of  the  year  to  have 
been  $2,053.16;  total  expenditures,  $1,940.10;  leaving  a  balance 
on  hand  of  $1 13.06.  The  librarian  reported  1,300  books  on  the 
shelves;  number  of  patrons  of  the  library,  482;  number  of 
iHwks  i.'vsucd,  8,021.  The  cost  to  the  town  this  year  for  the 
services  of  libriiri:iii,juiiilnr,  and  incidental  cxpeiLscs  was  $21 4. 70. 

In  1886  and  1887,  tlie  town  made  no  appropriation  for  the 
purchase  of  new  books,  but  paid  the  running  expenses  of  the 
library  as  they  occurred.  In  March,  188S,  the  town  appro- 
priated fifty  dollars  for  books. 

In  October,  1888,  Messrs.  Minot  and  Sleeper  proposed,  if 
the  town  would  annually  raise  $225  for  the  purchase  of  books, 
to  pay  into  the  town  treasury  each  year  one-half  of  this  amount, 
.  or  deposit  with  the  treasurer  $2,500,  the  interest  from  which 
wa.s  cx|>ccted  to  provide  oue-lialf  of  the  (225.  This  offer  was 
accepted  by  the  town  at  the  November  election  in  1888,  and 
a  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  these  gentlemen  for  their  gener- 
osity. These  gentlemen  paid  their  half  of  the  $225  each  year 
till  1 89 1,  when  they  sent  their  check  for  $2,500,  as  promised. 

When  this  proposition  was  made,  it  was  supposed  that 
$2,500  would  yield  at  least  $i  12.50  interest  annually,  but  about 
the  time  the  money  was  paid,  the  rate  ol  interest  declined,  aud 
the  savings  banks  paid  only  three  per  cent.  It  was  decided, 
however,  by  the  selectmen,  that  the  town  was  holden  to  pay 
$225  to  the  library  for  books  each  year,  notwithstanding  one- 
half  of  this  amount  was  not  derived  as  interest  from  the  funds 
deposited,  aud  the  town  has  paid  this  amount  each  year  without 
a  "iiiriiiur. 
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Nov.  6,  iSgr,  Col.  S.  S.  Sleeper,  at  an  informal  meeting  at 
the  library  building,  presented  to  the  trustees  portraits  of  him- 
self and  Judge  Minot,  which  now  occupy  prominent  places  in 
the  building.  The  gift  was  accepted  by  the  chairman  of  the  trus- 
tees, R.  W.  Musgrove.  Remarks  were  also  made  by  cx-Gov. 
N.  S.  Herry,  William  A.  Berry,  Esq.,  and  Ira  A   Clia.sc,  Usq, 

In  1899,  two  vnlunblc  gifts  were  made  to  the  library.  Tlic 
late  Mr,  and  Mrs.  David  t,.  Davis,  of  Uiifield,  left  a  legacy  of 
$200  for  the  nucleus  of  a  library  at  the  Dodge-Davis  Manu- 
facturing company's  mill.  The  officers  of  this  company  thought 
the  intentions  of  the  donors  could  be  best  carried  out  by  pre- 
senting this  sum  to  the  Minot- Sleeper  library.  This  was  done 
and  the  trustees  expended  the  money  in  the  purchase  of  histori- 
cal and  scientific  books  in  accordance  with  the  known  desires  of 
the  donors. 

The  other  gift  was  from  Charles  L.  Jackman,  Ksq,,  of  Con- 
cord, who  presented  the  library  with  fifteen  shares  of  the  stock 
of  the  Capital  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Concord,  of  the  par 
value  of  $1,500.  This  was  to  constitute  a  fund  to  be  known  as 
the  Minnie  Maria  Day-Jackman  fund  and  was  given  to  perpetu- 
ate the  memory  of  his  deceased  wife,  a  daughter  of  Charles  H. 
Day,  Esq.,  and  a  native  of  Bristol.  The  condition  of  this  gift 
was  that  tlie  income  should  be  usetl  in  the  purchase  of  niaga- 
'  zines,  papers,  and  other  periodicals,  for  a  reading  room,  the  pub- 
lic to  have  access  to  them  at  least  two  evenings  each  week  be- 
tween the  hours  of  6  and  9  o'clock.  By  reason  of  this  gift  the 
directors  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  floor  space  of  the  library  fora 
reading  room,  and  the  age  limit  at  which  children  were  admitted 
to  the  privileges  of  the  library  was  changed  from  thirteen  to  eleven 
years.  The  first  dividend  on  this  stock  was  received  by  the 
treasurer  in  Novemtjcr,  1899,  and  the  rending  room  was  oi>ciied 
Jail,  1,  following.  'I'liiB  riKiin  ha,-*  liccn  from  llie  first  lilicndly 
patronized,  especially  by  the  yonng,  who  are  thus  brought  into 
contact  with  the  best  literature  of  the  day,  and  its  beneficial  . 
effects  are  beyond  compute. 

In  1902,  Mrs.  Ruth  F.  Pray  presented  the  town  with  a 
valuable  collection  of  stuffed  birds,  both  native  and  foreign, 
about  two  hundred  in  number.  At  the  election  in  November, 
icjo2,  the  town  voted  to  accept  the  gift  and  ap]>ropriatcd  i^ioo 
for  suitable  cases  in  which  to  preserve  the  specimens,  and  they 
now  adorn  the  walls  of  the  library. 

The  library  was  opened  from  3  to  5  and  from  6  to  8  o'clock 
on  the  afternoons  of  Wednesday  and  Saturday  of  each  week  till 
Dec.  20,  1887.  From  this  date  it  was  opened  on  Saturdays  only 
from  1:30  to  5  p.  m.,aiid  from  6  to  8  p.  m.  till  the  opening  of  the 
reading  room.  Since  then  the  hours  have  been  from  i  till  5  p. 
m.  and  from  6  till  9  p.  m.  Saturdays  and  from  6  till  9  p.  m. 
Wednesdays. 
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The  average  annual  cost  to  tlie  town  (or  books  and  current 
expenses  has  been  $465,  in  addition  to  the  income  from  the 
Minot-Sleeper  and  the  Minnie  Maria  Day-Jackman  funds. 

The  annual  report  of  the  directors,  made  to  the  town  in 
March,  1902,  gave  the  loUowtug  statistics: 

Number  of  books  in  circulation  Feb.  3,  1902  4,186 

Reference  books  1.364 

Total  5,550 

NunilwT  of  patrons  ol  the  library  752 

Average  number  of  books  issued  each  day  library  was  open  1 75 
During  the  seventeen  years  the  library  has  been  open,  uot  a  book 
has  been  lost. 

The  first  board  of  trustees  consisted  of  eleveu  persons.  In 
1886,  three  were  appointed  for  one  year,  three  lor  two  years,  and 
three  for  three  years.  Since  then.  Uiree  have  been  appointed 
cacli  year  tor  three  years.  The  tolhiwiiiK  have  served  as  trus- 
tees, the  dale  at  the  left  o(  the  name  indicating  the  year  first 
apjHiiuled ;  that  at  the  right  showing  termination  of  service  : 

1884  Hon.  Cyrus  Taylor   1898  1884  Gen.  John  H.  Brown  1895 
Wm.  A.  Berry,  Esq.  1891  Capt.  F.  A.  Gordon  1887 

Rev.H.G.Pillsbury  1887  1887  Hon.  B.  F.  Perkins' 

Dr.  G.  H.  Galley'  1891  Green  L.  Tilton         1901 
Hon^Ira  A.  Chase'  Dr.  Channing  Bishop' 

Capt.  R.  W.  Musgrove'  1895  Orlando  It.  French    1902 

Dr.  J.  M.  Bishop       1891  1898  Cliarles  W.  Fling' 

M.  W.  White  1901  Henry  C.  Whipple  ' 
R.  A.  lloruer,  Esq.  1889 

R.  W.  Musgrove  has  served  as  chairman  and  Dr.  Geo.  H. 
Catley  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees  from  its  organization 
in  1884.  Dr.  J.  M.  Bishop  served  as  secretary  till  his  death  in 
1891,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  Dr.  Channing  Bishop, 
who  still  holds  the  office. 

Hon.  Ira  A.  Chase  and  Dr.  Callcy  have  served  on  the  exec- 
utive connnitlee  from  1886  till  now,  and  Hon.  B.  F.  Perkins 
scrvctl  from  1888  till  1901,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  M.  W. 
While.  Mr.  Chase,  as  chairman,  has  had  the  immediate  charge 
of  the  library  and  has  purchased  most  of  the  books  added  to  its 
shelves  during  his  term  of  office. 

Miss  Maude  Gordon  served  as  librarian  from  the  o|K:ning  of 
the  library  till  Dee.  19,  1887,  when  she  resigned.  She  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Miss  Maud  Heath,  who  resigned  Sept.  21.  1891. 
Mrs.  ISlla  Evans  then  filled  the  office  for  lour  months,  when  she 
resigned.  Miss  Emma  P.  Berry  was  then  elected  aud  still  re- 
tains the  office. 

'  still  serviDg. 
23a 
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CHAPTER  XXX 

NEWFOUND    I^AKF,   AND    RIVRR    AND    THE   PEMI- 
GEWASSET 

Till  demth  the  tide  of  thought  may  atem. 

There's  little  chance  of  our  forgettii^ 
The  highland  lake,  the  water  gem, 

With  all  its  rugged  mouuluiu-HcUiiig- 

— iftines. 

NSWFOUND    I^ES 

That  all  the  chief  lakes  and  streams  in  this  state  were 
known  to  the  aborigines  by  distinct  names  does  not  admit  of  a 
doubt.  This  was  not  only  true,  but  these  names  were  ninsical 
and  full  of  meaning.  It  is  a  matter  of  much  regret  that  the 
Indian  iioinenclature  is  not  more  generally  known,  and  that  the 
Indian  name  of  oiir  beautiful  lake  is  wrapped  in  uncertainty. 
The  most  that  can  be  stated  concerning  it  is  that  an  uncer- 
tain tradition  says  the  Indians  called  it  "  Pasquaney,"  "the 
place  where  birch-bark  (or  canoes  is  found,"  After  having 
searched  for  years  to  substantiate  this  tradition  without  avail, 
the  author  of  this  history  ventured  to  use  this  name  in  the 
columns  of  the  Bristol  Enterprise.  Soon  after,  Prof.  Fred 
Lewis  Pattee  wrote  of  the  lake  in  verse  as  Pasquaney,  and  the 
name  at  once  became  popular  with  many,  while  others  mourned 
this  departure  with  keen  regrets.  The  early  \aa.\>s  of  New 
Hampshire  give  no  light  on  this  subject.  On  the  "New  and 
Accurate  Map  of 'New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and 
New  England,"  published  by  Emanuel  Bowen  in  London  in 
1753,  this  lake  is  shown  but  no  name  is  given.  A  map  engraved 
by  Thomas  Jefferys  in  London,  in  November,  1755,  entitled 
"Map  of  the  Most  Inhabited  Parts  of  New  England,"  gives  the 
lake  but  no  name.  In  1761,  a  map  was  published  at  Portsmouth 
by  Blanchard  &  Langdon,  called  the  "Accurate  Map  of  his 
Majesty's  Province  of  New  Hampshire."  In  this  map  New 
Chester  appears,  but  Newfound  lake  and  river  are  unnamed; 
Smith's  river  has  the  same  name  as  now. 

This  lake  evidently  had  no  fixed  name  when  first  known  to 
the  whites.  It  was  called  Baker's  pond.  Newfound  pond,  and 
New  Chester  pond.  In  1751,  Jonathan  Farwell  and  John  Ken- 
dall assisted  in  running  the  curved  line  marking  the  westerly 
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bound  of  the  lauds  of  the  Masoiiiaii  proprietors.  In  their  report 
they  speak  of  coming  to  the  weat  shore  of  Newfound  or  Baker's 
pond.  As  late  as  1791,  Jeremy  Belknap,  in  his  "History  of 
New  Hampshire"  calls  the  lake  "New  Chester  pond."  The 
first  reference  to  the  lake  iu  the  records  of  the  New  Chester 
proprietors  was  in  May,  1766,  when  it  was  called  New  Pound 
pond.  It  was  thus  known  to  the  first  settlers,  and  this  name 
has  continued  till  now,  except  that  it  is  now  never  spoken  of  as 
a  pond,  but  as  Newfound  Inke. 

The  orinin  of  tlic  name  "Newfound  "  is  uncertain.  Sonic 
of  the  old  people,  seventy-five  years  ago,  used  to  tell  of  a  party 
traveling  through  this  section,  coming  unexpectedly  to  this 
slieet  of  water  and  calling  it  "Newfound."  Rev.  Ebenezer  Fisk, 
bom  hi  1803,  said  that  when  a  boy  lie  heard  from  the  old  people 
of  that  day  that  these  discoverers  were  hunters  from  the  lower 
part  of  this  state  or  Massachusetts,  who  had  been  hunting  on 
Moosilauke,  and  were  returning  home  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Pemigewasset  river.  When  opposite  the  mouth  of  Newfound 
river,  they  were  impressed  by  the  gorgeousness  of  the  falls,  for 
the  river  was  at  flood  tide,  and  resolved  to  explore  the  stream. 
They  crossed  tlie  Pemigewasset  and  soon  came  to  the  lake, 
which  they  called  "Newfound  pond."  Any  explanation  is 
better  than  none,  and  any  name  is  better  than  none,  so  we 
assume  the  above  to  be  authentic,  and  here  record  our  gratitude 
that  the  lake  was  given  a  name,  though  a  poor  one. 

The  water  of  this  lake  is  exceptionally  pure.  It  is  fed  not 
only  by  the  waters  of  the  Cockermoutli  river  on  the  north  and 
Fowler's  river  on  the  west,  and  by  numerous  brooks,  but  by 
many  springs  iu  the  take. 

This  lake  has  always  been  noted  for  the  vast  numbers  of 
lake  trout  of  great  size.  In  the  fall  of  the  year  thousands  of  these 
fish  congregate  on  the  spawning  beds  near  the  shore,  and 
are  then  comparatively  tame  and  easily  speared.  The  early 
settlers  caught  these  fish  to  some  extent  through  the  ice,  and  in 
the  fall  spiiiirLHl  large  niiinl>or.s  ou  the  spawning  beds  and  salted 
them  for  winter  use.  Spearing  was  continued  every  year  till 
the  discovery  was  made  that  these  fine  fish  could  be  taken  by 
trolling.  The  description  of  the  vast  numbers  on  the  spawning 
beds,  as  published  in  the  local  paper,  caught  the  eye  of  Maj.  K. 
K.  Bedee,  an  experienced  fisherman,  and  he  tried  trolling  in  the 
spring  of  1S86.  He  was  eminently  successful,  and  there  was 
in  consequence  great  excitement  among  fishermen.  This  was 
the  commencement  of  trolling  fishing  here,  and  Newfound  lake 
has  since  become  one  of  the  best  fishing  resorts  in  the  state  or  in 
New  Kngland.  As  many  as  400  pounds  have  been  taken  from 
the  lake  tn  one  day.  It  is  seldom  that  a  trout  is  taken  by  troll- 
ing that  weighs  less  than  five  pounds,  while  the  larger  number 
weigh  from  eight  to  fifteen  pounds.     In  May.  1895,  Frank  G. 
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W.  Cross,  a  boy  of  sixteen,  caught  one  by  trolling  that  weighed 
twenty  pounds,  and  in  February,  1901,  Albert  F.  Cate  caught 
one  through  the  ice  that  tipped  the  scales  at  exactly  twenty- 
five  pounds.  The  interests  oi  fishermen  has  entirely  stopped  the 
practice  of  spearing. 

Almut  thirty  years  ago,  a  qtinutity  o(  the  fry  n(  the  laiul- 
l(x-ki:d  SEilninn  was  placed  in  the  Cockcrnmulh  riviT  hy  Ihc  fish 
and  ganio  commissioners,  ami  additions  have  been  made  several 
times  since,  one  in  1880.  These  fish,  thus  planted,  have  largely 
muhiplied,  till  now  nearly  as  many  landlocked  salmon  are  taken 
in  the  spring  as  of  the  lake  trout,  though  they  do  not  avemge  as 
large.  Some  have  been  caught  that  weighed  thirteen  pounds. 
In  1890,  15,000  landlocked  salmon  fry  were  placed  in  Fowler's 
river,  and  in  1898  the  connnissioncrs  placed  in  llic  lake  40,000 
fry  oi  Lake  Superior  white  fish. 

The  ease  with  which  the  trout  could  be  dipped  from  the 
spawning  beds  and  stripped  of  the  spawn  caused  the  state,  in 
1S89,  to  erect  a  fish  hatching  house  here-  It  was  located  on  the 
west  bank  of  Newfound  river,  a  few  rods  below  the  stone  dam 
at  tlie  outlet  of  the  lake.  This  house  was  20  x  34  feet  and  had 
a  capacity  for  750,000  eggs,  and  was  first  fille<l  in  November, 
1889.  In  1895,  the  legislature  appropriated  $2,000  for  a  larger 
house,  and  one  was  constructed,  in  1897,  on  the  TiKon  bro<)W, 
within  the  limits  of  Bridgewater.  It  was  stocked,  the  first  year, 
with  1,000,000  eggs  of  the  lake  trout,  and  63,000  eggs  of  the 
landlocked  salmon,  all  taken  from  this  lake,  and  1 35,000  eggs  of 
the  brook  trout.  J.  Rendall  Sleeper  has  had  charge  of  both 
of  these  houses.  The  eggs  are  hatched  during  the  winter,  and 
in  the  early  spring  are  placed  in  the  waters  of  the  lake,  or  in 
other  bodies  of  water  in  this  state. 

It  was  apparent  from  year  to  year  that  large  numbers  of  the 
trout  went  down  Newtoinid  river,  and  were  thus  hwt  to  lUo  Into. 
Accordingly,  in  1895,  Francis  W.  Calley  raised  I400,  chiefly 
among  the  citizens  of  Bristol,  and  constructed  a  screen  at  the 
outlet  of  the  lake  which  has  since  effectively  prevented  this 
waste. 

This  lake  also  contains  cusk,  which  are  seldom  taken 
except  through  the  ice,  pickerel,  perch,  chub,  pout,  eels,  and 
other  fish  of  less  v!ilne.  Smelt  were  planted  here  some  twenty 
years  ago  by  the  fish  and  game  commissioners  as  a  food  for  tlie 
trout  and  salmon,  and  there  are  now  vast  numbers  in  the  lake. 

This  lake  usually  freezes  over,  in  the  main  part,  from  the 
first  to  the  eighth  of  January,  and  generally  opens  from  the  15th 
to  35th  of  April.  In  1882,  the  lake  closed  on  the  night  of  Dec. 
20,  and  in  1886  not  till  Jan.  10.  In  1902,  the  ice  went  out  April 
10  ;  in  1S89,  not  till  May  12. 

The  first  steamboat  for  passengers  was  put  on  the  lake  in 
June,  1865,  by  Capt.  George  W.  Dow.     This  was  appropriately 
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called  the  "  Pioneer,' '  but  its  service  was  brief,  being  destroyed 
by  fire  a  few  motitlis  later.  In  June,  1883,  the  steamer  "Lady 
Helen  "  was  placed  on  its  waters.  This  was  twenty-eight  feet 
long  and  eight  foot  beam,  cost  $2,300,  aud  had  a  capacity  for 
fifty  passengers.  July  20,  following,  this  boat,  like  the  first, 
came  to  an  untimely  end  by  fire. 

In  tlie  summer  of  1S78,  Edward  M.  Drake  placed  on  the 
lake  the  steamer  "Cardigan."  This  boat  was  56  feet  in  length 
ntid  31  foot  beam.  It  was  used  till  the  summer  of  i8S.^.  There 
:ire  now  plying  its  waters,  fur  the  nccninmodiition  of  tlie  public, 
the  "Stella  Marion,"  a.sleainboat  50  feet  long  and  10  foot  beam, 
built,  owned,  and  operated  by  Ambrose  S.  Adams,  and  two  small 
boats,  Pioneer  and  Salmo,  owned  and  operated  by  Samuel  Heu- 
tall,  while  numerous  first-class  yachts  owned  by  private  parties 
are  also  found  upon  its  waters. 

Newfound  lake  is  not  surpas.sed  by  any  body  of  water 
in  IIk-  stale  for  the  Iicauty  of  its  setting,  its  sandy  beaches, 
w(xk1c<1  shores,  and  fine  fishiug,  aud  thousands  resort  to  its 
shores  every  season  for  rest  aud  recreation,  fishing  and  hunting. 
Numerous  cottages  and  boarding-houses  dot  its  shores.  In 
1895,  Dr.  E.  S.  Wilson,  of  New  York,  opened  Camp  Pasquaney, 
a  summer  school  for  boys,  on  the  east  shore  of  the  lake  in  He- 
bron. In  1900,  Mrs.  Catherine  F,  Holt  opened  a  school  for 
young  ladies  in  the  same  vicinity.  Both  of  these  schools  have 
proved  successful,  aud  another  school  for  boys  is  projected. 

NEWI'OUND    RIVER 

Before  man  utilized  the  water  of  Newfound  river  for  manu- 
facturing purposes,  there  were  three  channels  to  the  stream  from 
where  Charles  W.  Holmes's  machine  shop  now  is  to  the  Pemige- 
wasset  river,  making  two  islands.  The  south  branch  was  very 
much  as  it  would  be  now  unobstructed  by  dams.  The  north 
branch  flowed  where  the  planing  mill  of  B.  L.  &  A,  Wells  now 
is,  and  from  llieic  jia.'wed  the  site  of  the  pulp-mill  of  the  Train- 
Smith  company  to  the  Pemigcwasset,  The  middle  channel 
commenced  at  Holmes's  shop,  and  its  water  furnished  the  power 
for  the  first  building  on  Water  street,  first  used  as  a  plant  for 
grinding  black  lead,  now  for  a  blacksmith  shop.  It  also  fur- 
nished power  for  the  bedstead  shop  on  the  east  side  of  Water 
street,  and  Iwlow  here  it  fell  into  a  deep  gorge  that  has  since 
been  lillcd  with  the  aeeiiniulatioii  of  years. 

About  i8(>5,  a  canal  was  cut  from  the  pulp-mill  privilege 
simkeii  of  alwve  to  the  -wuth  channel  lo  convey  the  wa,ste  water 
to  what  is  now  the  pulp-mill  of  the  Mason-Perkins  Pajrer  com- 
pany, near  the  railroad  station.  In  188S,  this  canal  was 
enlarged,  and  farther  up  the  stream  a  dam  was  constructed  across 
the  .south  channel  and  a  canal  was  cut  from  this  dam  to   the 
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north  channel  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  all  the  water  in  the 
stream  to  the  pulp-mill  of  Train-Smith  company. 

From  the  outlet  of  the  lake  to  its  junction  with  the  Pemige- 
wasset,  a  distance  of  two  and  one-liaH  miles,  the  water  of  the 
stream  has  a  fall  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  feet.  While 
the  water  flowed  from  the  lake  unobstructed  by  any  dam  at  tlie 
outlet  it  was  no  more  reliable  as  a  water  power  than  otiicr 
streams  of  the  state,  as  the  surplus  water  readily  passed  oS,  and 
in  seasons  of  drought  there  was  but  little  water  in  the  stream. 
This  was  the  condition  of  affairs  up  to  1848,  when  a  party  of 
capitalists,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  who  had  secured  a  charter  under 
the  name  of  the  Winnepesaukee  Lake  Cotton  and  Woolen 
Manufacturing  company,  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the 
waters  of  the  lakes  that  were  tributary  to  the  Merrimack  river, 
commenced  improvements  at  the  outlet  of  the  lake.  This  com- 
pany, commonly  known  as  the  Lowell  company,  purchased  the 
rights  of  flowage  along  the  river  and  around  the  shores  of  New- 
found lake,  and  erected  the  large  stone  dam  at  the  outlet.  Its 
total  investments  here  amounted  to  $1 10,000. 

By  means  of  this  dam  the  surplus  waters  of  spring  and  fall 
were  held  in  reserve  to  be  drawn  on  in  tiiuea  of  dronglit  to  sup- 
ply the  mills  at  Lawrence,  Ivowell,  and  Manchester.  This  was  a 
vast  improvement  ou  the  natural  order  of  things;  and  as  long  as 
the  usual  flow  was  allowed  to  continue  and  the  surplus  was 
drawn  when  most  needed  at  Bristol,  as  well  as  at  the  manufac- 
turing towns  on  the  Merrimack,  there  was  no  friction  between 
the  mill  owners  along  this  stream  and  the  Lowell  company.  In 
process  of  time,  however,  the  Lowell  company  was  less  mindful 
of  the  rights  of  the  mill  owners  on  Newfound  river,  and  at  times 
did  not  allow  the  natural  flow  of  the  water.  This  state  of  affairs 
grew  worse  with  each  succeeding  year,  and  naturally  a  water 
war  was  the  result.  Finally,  almnt  1869,  the  mill  owners  com- 
bined, under  the  leadership  of  George  T.  Crawford,  and,  as  often 
as  less  than  the  natural  amount  was  allowed  to  run,  so  often  a 
party  of  men  would  proceed  to  the  gate  house  and  forcibly  raise 
the  gates.  Criminal  proceedings'  were  threatened  against  the 
mill  owners,  and  most  of  them  in  turn  brought  suits  against  the 
Lowell  company  for  damages.  A  suit  brought  by  Holden  & 
Co.,  Sept.  19,  1870,  was  tried  in  1871,  and  the  jury  awarded 
(3,500  damages.  The  Lowell  company  never  after  changed  the 
gates,  and  there  was  an  uninterrupted  flow  of  water ;  and  all  the 
other  suits  were  dropped. 

In  addition  to  this  judgment  of  the  court,  the  introduction 
of  steam  as  supplementary  to  water  in  the  manufacturing  towns 
caused  the  investments  of  the  company  at  Bristol  to  diminish  in 
value,  and  in  July,  1884,  the  company  sold  to  the  Bristol  Water 
Power  company,  all  its  real  estate  and  rights  here  for  the  small 
sum  of  Jti5,ooo.     The  latter  company  was  composed  of  the  niem- 
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bers  of  the  firm  of  the  Masoti- Perkins  Paper  company,  and  Judge 
Josiah  Minot,  of  Concord,  who  owned  the  grist-mill  property 
now  owned  by  Clarence  N.  Merrill,  oti  Central  street;  and  the 
flow  of  water  has  cotitinued  to  be  managed  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  business  along  the  stream,  making  this  stream  one  of  the 
most  reliable  water  powers  in  the  state. 

THB   PBHIGBWASSBT  KIVBK 

The  I'cniigcwassct  river  fonns  the  easterly  bonndary  of 
Itrislul,  separating  tills  town  from  New  Uaiiipton.  Fcniigcwas- 
set  is  an  Indian  name  and  means  literally  "Tlie  Crooked-Moun- 
tain-Pine-1'lace,"  from  Pennaquis  (crooked)  Wadchu  (a  moun- 
tain) Covash  (pine)  and  auke  (a  place).  By  contraction  it 
became  Penna-chu-ash-auke,  and  by  corruption,  Pemi^ewasset.' 
The  nature  of  its  watershed  makes  this  stream  subject  to  rapid 
riscK  anti  great  frcsiicls.*  During  a  great  rain  storm  the  direction 
of  the  wind  often  determines  the  effect  on  this  river.  A  wind 
from  the  sontli  drives  the  clouds  against  the  sontb  sides  of  the 
Franconia  mountains,  and  tliey  empty  their  contents  over  the 
country  drained  by  Uie  Pemigewasset,  and  a  rapid  rise  is  the 
consequence.  On  the  other  hand,  an  east  wind  causes  a  like  rise 
in  the  waters  of  the  Saco,  by  causing  the  clouds  to  strike  the 
east  side  of  the  White  mountains,  and  thus  pour  their  contents 
on  the  country  drained  by  that  river. 

When  snw-niills  were  first  oiwrated  at  Moore's  mills,  in 
i»29,  the  liiinJK'r  niuntil.ictiirctl  there  was  drawn  througli  Itristol 
village  to  the  foot  of  Bristol  falls  on  tlie  New  Uamploii  side  of 
llie  river,  there  made  into  rafts,  and  taken  down  river  to  market, 
liach  raft  consisted  of  two  shooks,  and  each  shook  contained  six 
cribs,  and  each  cfib  from  r.ooo  to  1,500  feet  of  lumber.  Some- 
times the  rafts  were  composed  of  spars  or  masts.  The  rafts 
were  nine  feet  wide  only,  so  as  to  pass  through  the  canals.  At 
Hooksett  the  rafts  were  locked  through  the  Garvin  Falls  canal, 
then  run  to  Amoskeag,  and  locked  by  those  falls,  llience  to 
Lowell,  and  from  there  through  tlie  Middlesex  canal  to  Ctiarles- 
towii. 

After  a  while,  it  was  found  that  rafts  could  be  run  over 
Bristol  falls,  and  thereafter  lumber  was  made  into  rafts  at  the 
mills.  The  business  of  rafting  was  dangerous  in  the  extreme, 
especially  over  Bristol  falls,  but  a  plenty  of  hardy,  daring  men 
were  found  who  enjoye<l  the  excitement,  and  did  not  shrink  from 
its  dangers. 

In  tlie  early  forties  commenced  the  annual  drive  of  logs 
from  the  upper  waters  of  the  Pemigewasset  doWn  the  river  to  the 
saw-mills  at  Lowell,  Mass.     Large  numbers  of  men  were  kept 

'ChBiHller  Potter,  in  History  0/  Manchester. 

'  Mauy  of  these  (retliets  are  noted  iu  the  "AanalH  of  tbe  Towu." 
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at  work  in  the  woods  through  the  winter  felling  the  timber,  and 
when  the  spring  floods  came  the  logs  were  run  down  the  stream. 
These  drives  sometimes  contained  twelve  million  feet  or  more. 
A  large  force  of  men  were  also  required  as  riveniien,  and  their 
work  on  the  river,  with  its  dangers  and  excitements,  was  among 
the  diversions  and  annual  attractions  of  the  year  for  tlie  people 
living  near  the  river.  The  names  of  Nathaniel  Norcross,  h'isli 
&  Norcross,  the  Merrimack  I^uniber  company,  and  Brooks  & 
Tyler,  were  associated  with  the  business  for  many  years,  while 
Davis  &  Sargent  were  the  last  to  engage  in  this  industry.  The 
business  ceased  only  with  the  stripping  of  the  country  of  valuable 
timber  at  the  head  waters  of  the  stream.  The  last  drive  was  in 
1897,  when  Brooks  &  Tyler  sent  alx^ut  3,000,000  feet  to  their 
mill.s  at  Lowell.  A  thriiling  incident  linpiK'ned  this  j'ear.  'iVo 
men  were  going  down  the  stream  in  a  boat,  and  when  shooting 
the  rapids  at  Worthen's  rock,  the  boat  struck  a  rock  and  was 
shivered  to  pieces.  One  man  succeeded  in  reaching  the  shore ; 
the  other  reached  a  rock  in  midstream.  AH  efforts  to  rescue 
him  by  means  of  ropes  were  futile.  Finally  another  boat  with 
five  men  in  it  came  down  the  stream,  and  with  mticli  diflScnlty 
succeeded  in  rescuing  the  man. 

RRMINISCRNCRS 

John  Kidder,  Maj,  Ttieophihis  Sanborn,  and  "Col."  Tom 
Fuller,  three  Revolutionary  soldiers,  were  the  first  white  men  to 
go  over  Bristol  falls  in  a  boat.  They  were  crossing  from  the 
west  to  the  east  side  of  the  river,  above  the  falls.  The  water 
was  high,  they  lost  control  of  the  boat,  and  went  over  the  falls, 
landing  safely  at  Gen.  Sanborn's. — Aaron  Kidder, 

I  commenced  to  run  on  the  river  in  1838,  when  I  was  eight- 
een years  old.  I  liked  it.  The  last  time  I  run  was  in  1853,  the 
.season  aflcr  T  came  Id  Urislol  viiliige.  1  was  at  work  in  Itio 
paper  field,  when  Dea.  Morrison  of  I'Vanklin  called  and  wanted 
me  to  run  a  raft  of  lumber  loaded  with  shingles.  I  told  him 
there  was  a  drive  of  logs  in  the  river  at  Bristol  that  would  inter- 
fere. He  replied  that  the  river  was  cleared  at  the  bridge  that 
morning,  so  I  went.  I  had  my  brother,  Robert,  with  me,  Calvin 
Swett,  Robert  Moore,  and  others.  We  came  along  all  right  till 
in  sight  oi  Central  bridge,  when  we  saw  a  jam  of  logs  extend- 
ing almost  across  the  river.  There  was  a  narrow  channel  on 
the  east  side  and  we  pulled  for  that,  but  were  unable  to  get 
through.  One  corner  of  the  raft  struck  the  jam  and  stove  the 
raft  to  pieces.  Robert  went  under  water,  but  I  happened  to  be 
near  enough  to  pull  him  out,  though  he  came  near  drowning. 
The  raft  was  a  total  lass  and  I  never  saw  the  owner  after. — David 
Mason. 

On  the  afternoon  of  May  10,  1845,  Elkanah  Ward,  William 
Sanborn,  and  I  started  a  raft,  consisting  of  two  shooks  of  hewn 
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factory  beams  forty  feet  long,  from  near  the  mouth  of  Squam 
river.  Sanborn  and  I  were  in  front,  Ward,  the  pilot,  in  the 
rear.  The  river  was  high  and  we  came  near  being  swept  from 
the  raft  at  Sqtiani  falls,  but  passed  safely  over,  and  again  in 
passing  over  the  dam  at  Moore's  mills  we  had  a  narrow  escape. 
The  raft  went  with  such  rapidity  that  when  it  dipped  the  water 
on  the  lower  side  of  the  dam,  nearly  the  whole  of  it  was 
submerged,  but  by  retreating  to  the  upper  end  we  managed  to 
keep  onr  ]x)sition  on  the  raft.  The  river  was  very  higli,  and  we 
shot  along  with  great  rapidity,  but  a  shower  overtook  ns  and  the 
rain  fell  in  such  torrents  that  the  river  at  once  commenced  to 
rise  rapidly,  thus  increasing  the  perils  of  the  trip.  We  passed 
l'"cUows's  falls  successfully,  but  narrowly  escaped  being  washed 
from  tlie  raft,  and  as  we  neared  Ayer's  island  a  new  danger 
presented  itself.  In  the  middle  of  the  stream,  between  the 
island  and  the  Bristol  shore,  there  was  a  large,  high  rock,  since 
removed  by  tluisc  interested  in  rniniing  logs  down  the  stream, 
and  on  the  rock  was  a  large  jam  of  logs,  making  t!ie  current 
more  swift  and  dangerous  on  either  side.  We  took  the  channel 
past  the  island  where  the  rock  and  jam  were,  and  the  raft  struck 
the  jam  with  such  force  that  one  side,  where  Ward  and  I  stood, 
was  driven  onto  the  jam,  while  the  side  where  Sanborn  stood 
was  sunk  deep  into  the  water.  Sanborn  was  washed  off  into  the 
stream,  and  carried  under  the  lower  part  of  the  jam.  Ward  and 
I  sprang  npon  the  jam  and  we  saw  Sanborn  come  to  the  surface 
and  battle  with  the  current,  for  he  was  a  good  swinnner,  but 
we  could  not  reach  him,  and  he  disappeared  from  view  down  the 
river.  Darkness  soon  came  on,  but  by  no  possibility  could  we 
reach  the  shore,  tor  a  raging  torrent  was  on  either  side ;  the  rain 
continued  to  fall  and  the  river  to  rise,  and  we  expected  momen- 
tarily, during  the  night,  that  the  jam  would  be  swept  from  the 
rock  and  we  would  find  a  watery  grave  like  our  companion. 
People  on  the  road  heard  our  cries  and  gathered  on  the  shore, 
but  were  ixiwcrlcss  to  help  us,  and  we  could  not  make  each 
Mlhcr  iMiilcr-stood  <iwiiig  l<i  the  noise  of  the  river.  In  the  morn- 
ing N  ichulas  iJulloff  look  a  boat  and  went  down  the  east  side  of 
the  stream,  and  after  several  un.successful  attempts,  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  jam  and  rescuing  us.  A  long  and  unsuccessful 
search  was  made  for  the  remains  of  Sanborn  ;  cannon  were  fired 
at  different  points  along  the  river,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 
Some  fifteen  days  later  they  were  accidentally  discovered  at 
Parker's  ledge  in  Hill  by  Cnpl.  Mo,ses  Sanborn. — O.  S.  I-Iall. 
I  remember  the  first  raft  that  left  Moore's  mills.  On  it  were 
Daniel  S.  Mason,  Nicholas  Dolloff,  Otis  Sanborn,  and  one  or 
two  others.  The  raft  struck  Worthen's  rock  and  Daniel  S. 
Mason  was  thrown  into  the  river,  but  the  boat  attached  to  the 
raft  was  taken  by  two  or  three  of  the  men,  who  followed  down 
tlie  stream  and  picked  htm  up. — David  Mason. 
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MANUFACTURING  INDUSTRIKS 

Now  go  and  write  thy  little  rhyme, 

Aa  of  thine  own  creating ; 
Thou  BCest  the  day  is  past  its  prime ; 
I  can  no  longer  waste  my  time ; 

The  mills  are  tiral  of  waitin);. 

—/.OHS/ellow. 

The  site  of  Train-Smith  company's  pulp-mill  enjoys  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  mill  privilege  utilized  for  manufac- 
turing purposes  in  the  old  town  of  New  Chester. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  New  Chester,  May  19, 
1767,  it  was  voted  to  give  Maj,  John  Toltord  I<ot  No.  61  on 
Newfound  river,  and  Lot  No.  71  ou  Smith's  river,  on  condition 
that  he  should  have  a  grist-mill  aud  saw-mill  in  o]teration  ou 
Newfound  river  by  the  ist  day  of  Noveniher,  1767,  ami  a  grist- 
mill and  saw-mill  on  Smith's  river  within  six  years  from  that 
date.     (Seepage  38.) 

Lot  No.  61  extended  from  near  the  center  of  Central  square 
on  the  north  to  Prospect  street  on  the  south,  and  from  the 
Pemigewasset  river  on  the  east  to  the  Alexandria  line  on  the  west, 
and  contained  about  loS  acres,  including  all  the  mill  privileges 
ou  the  falls  in  Bristol  village.  If  John  ToUord  did  not  have  a 
grist-mill  aud  saw-mill  iti  oiieration  on  the  first  day  of  NoveniK-r, 
1767,  as  stipulated,  lie  must  have  crectul  the  mills  very  soon 
after.  In  1769,  John  Kidder  came  to  New  Chester  for  the 
purpose  of  tending  this  first  grist-mill,  and  Mar.  27,  of  the  same 
year,  the  proprietors  voted  "that  Maj.  John  Tolford  should  be 
obliged  to  tend  his  grist-mill  in  New  Chester  for  the  proprietors 
every  first  Monday  in  each  month  for  the  year  and  on  no  other 
days."  At  this  time,  there  were  only  nlmut  eight  families  in  llie 
entire  territory  of  New  Chester  and,  therefore,  no  occasion  for 
the  mill  to  be  in  operation  more  than  the  time  specified.  The 
dam  to  turn  the  water  to  this  mill  was  across  the  north  channel 
of  the  stream  near  the  upper  bridge  on  Water  street.  The 
grist-mill  was  near  the  dam  and  contained  two  run  of  stone. 
The  saw-mill  was  next  to  the  grist-mill  on  the  east. 

Maj.  John  Toltord  never  resided  in  town,  but  he  hired  the 
mill  carried  on,  and  continued  to  own  Lot  No.  61  till  Sept.  14, 
1780,  when  he  sold  the  whole  of  the  lot  to  John  Tolford,  3rd,  of 
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Alexandria,  later  of  Danbury,  wlio,  in  turn,  sold  to  Slierbuni 
Tilton  soon  after.  Sherburn  Tiltou  settled  on  the  east  side  of 
South  Main  street,  a  few  rods  south  of  the  bridge,  about  1779, 
and  there  built  a  log  house.  Family  traditions  say  that  he  built 
the  first  grist-mill  in  town,  and  that  it  was  located  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river.  This  is  unquestionably  an  error.  There  were 
no  mills  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  for  some  years  alter  this 
property  passed  into  other  hands.  He  owned,  without  doubt, 
the  5rst  griiit-mill  in  town,  and  the  fact  that  he  lived  on  the 
south  side  o(  the  river,  and  that  the  grist-mill  was  later  on  that 
side  may  be  responsible  for  this  tradition. 

May  3j,  1794,  Sherburn  Tilton  sold  Lot  No.  61  to  Moses 
Lewis,  and  Apr.  25,  1797,  Mr.  Lewis  sold  to  Peter  Ingalls  two 
acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  commencing  at  a 
certain  "brook  "  (that  which  used  to  flow  between  the  late  resi- 
dence of  George  C,  Currier  and  that  of  the  late  David  Mason, 
iuxl  oiilfrcil  the  rivt-r  jnrtl  Ih;1<»w  the  .ssiw-niill)  and  ctlcmled  n]> 
the  river  across  the  highway,  inchuting  the  post-oflicc  site. 
This  lot  was  re-dcetled  to  Mr.  Lewis  in  1803,  and  in  neither  of 
the  deeds  conveying  tliis  land  is  there  any  mention  of  mills  or 
other  buildings  thereon, 

Oct.  6.  1797,  Moses  Lewis  mortgaged  to  Jonathan  Harris, 
of  Boston,  lor  $2,355  the  whole  of  Lot  61,  with  the  exception  of 
the  two  acres  mentioned  above,  and  eight  acres  near  the  Alexan- 
dria line,  sold  to  Peter  Sleeper.  In  this  deed  the  mills  on  the 
north  .side,  on  the  pulp-mill  site,  are  spoken  of  as  a  grist-mill 
and  a  saw-mill,  and  they  were,  without  doubt,  then  used  as 
such. 

Mar.  21,  1806,  Moses  Lewis  sold  to  Samuel  Torrey,  of 
Boston,  the  two  acres  spoken  of  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
This  property  is  now  described  as  "two  acres  beginning  at  the 
emptying  of  a  small  brook  a  few  rods  below  the  mills,"  extend- 
ing up  the  river  on  which  are  a  "grist-mill,  saw-mill,  blacksmith 
.shop,  and  other  buildings."  Apr.  17,  1808,  William  Webster,  a 
deputy  sheriff,  said,  in  making  a  return  to  the  court  of  an 
attachment  placed  on  the  real  estate  of  Moses  Lewis:  "  I  have 
attached  the  farm  on  which  the  defendant  now  lives,  including 
buildings  and  his  tannery."  Mr.  Lewis  then  lived  where  is 
now  the  Emerson  block,  at  the  comer  ol  Central  square  and 
Spring  street.  By  this  evidence  it  seems  that  Moses  Lewis 
erected  the  mills  on  the  south  side  o(  the  river  between  180a 
(when  lie  rc-|)n  re  based  of  I'clcr  Ingalls)  and  1806  (when  he 
sold  to  Torrey);  and  that,  at  some  date  between  1797  (when  he 
mortgaged  Lot  No.  61  to  Jonathan  Harri.s)  and  the  date  of 
the  attachment  (1S08),  he  established  the  tannery  at  the  pulp- 
mill  privilege.  The  grist-mill  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
was  first  taxed  in  New  Chester  in  1807,  Samuel  Albee  carried 
on  the  tanning  business  at  the  tannery  as  early  as  tSio,  but  he 
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does  not  appear  to  have  owned  the  real  estate,  as  the  same  year 
it  was  taxed  to  Moses  Lewis. 

A  writ  of  ejectment  was  issued  to  Jonathan  Harris  by  the 
court  in  October,  1808,  (or  the  possession  of  enough  of  Ihc  rcnl 
estate  of  Moses  Lewis  to  satisfy  his  claim,  and  Mr.  Harris  sold 
his  interest  in  Augnst,  iSto,  to  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  of  Con- 
cord, for  $3,845.  Jonathan  Howard,  of  Boston,  was  also  f^ntctl 
a  jtidgment  of  $4,103  against  Lewis,  and  a  part  of  the  real  estate 
was  set  off  to  satisfy  this  claim.  Thomas  W.  Thompson  pur- 
chased Howard's  claim  and  the  remaining  rights  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
if  any,  and  thus  became  the  sole  owner  of  the  Lewis  property. 
Nov.  13,  1817,  Mr,  Thompson  leased  the  tannery,  with  the  land 
and  water  privilege  connected,  to  Jonathan  Howard  for  994 
yearti  for  the  niuuinl  rental  of  a  single  kernel  of  corn,  |)iiyal>lc  nn 
the  istli  day  of  June,  annually.  May  3,  1820,  Mr.  Howard  sold 
the  tannery  property  to  Nathaniel  S,  Berry  for  $800.  It  seems 
probable  that  the  tannery  had  remained  idle  from  the  time  Albee 
retired  in  1810,  or  a  little  later,  till  its  purchase  fey  Mr.  Berry. 
Mr.  Berry's  purchase  included  the  tan  yard,  with  twenty-four 
pits,  and  the  privilege  and  land  connected.  The  land  embraced 
Spring  street  and  the  house  where  now  stands  the  residence  of 
Clarence  N.  Merrill,  At  this  time  there  was  no  road  where  is 
now  Central  street,  simply  a  "path  "  to  the  tannery  from  Central 
square ;  and  Spring  street  was  a  lane  which  tenninated  at  the 
house  referred  to,  which  became  the  residence  of  Mr.  Berry. 

Soon  after  Mr,  Berry  purchased,  lie  erected  a  building  for  a 
bark-mill,  24  x  30  feet,  two  stories,  and  the  next  year  built  a 
curry  shop  on  the  upper  side  of  the  path,  where  is  now  a  two- 
story  dwelling.  Seven  years  later,  he  erected  a  tannery  build- 
ing,' 40  X  80  feet,  to  tan  with  hot  liquors,  ou  the  "  New  York 
plan,"  as  it  was  then  called.  Mr.  Berry  traveled  to  Windham, 
N.  v.,  by  stage,  to  get  the  nio<tel  for  his  tannery  building  and 
the  new  process,  and  he  always  claimed  that  his  tannery  was  the 
first  in  New  Kngland  to  use  this  process.  By  the  old  method  of 
tanning  with  cold  liquor  it  Required-  a  year  to  tan  hides,  while 
the  new  process  required  only  one  or  two  months.  In  building 
this  tannery,  thirty-five  gallons  of  rum  and  five  or  six  barrels  of 
cider  were  used.  In  NovemI»er,  following,  when  putting  in  the 
first  {Mck  of  liide.s,  the  proprietor  pro])osed  thai  all  agree  that  no 
more  intoxicating  liquors  be  used.  To  this  all  assented,  and 
Mr.  Berry  claimed  that  this  was  the  first  temperance  society  in 
the  state. 

Mr.  Berry  had  associated  with  him  at  different  times 
Nathaniel  Clark  and  John  McClary,  and  at  one  time  sold  the 
whole  plant  to  Nathaniel  G.  Upton ;  but  very  soon  he  re-pur. 

1819,  the  day 
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cliasetl  and  continued  tlie  business  till  Sept.  2,  1836,  when  he 
sold  to  Warren  White.  The  property  at  this  time  consisted,  as 
appears  from  an  advertisement  a  few  months  previous  in  the 
Nc%v  Hampshire  Patriot,  of  "a  bark-mill,  hide-mill,  rolling -mill 
and  pump,  all  propelled  by  water;  factory  86  x  36  feet,  two 
stones ;  bark  house  43  x  21,  two  stones ;  bark  shed  60  x  36; 
curry  shop  30  x  31,  two  stones."  This  advertisement  gave  the 
additional  information  that  bark  was  plenty  at  from  $2  to  »2.50  per 
cord,  and  that  freight  to  and  from  Boston  was  fifty  cents  per  100 
]K>nnds.     The  capacity  ol  the  yard  was  3,000  hides  per  year. 

Mr.  White  had  had  .several  years'  experience  in  lanuiug,  and 
at  once  entered  npon  the  prosecution  of  his  business  with  that 
energy  and  .sagacity  that  characterized  all  his  business  efforts. 
From  that  time  till  his  death  in  1874,  a  period  of  thirty-eight 
years,  he  operated  this  tannery  to  its  full  capacity,  which 
was,  during  the  last  few  years,  5,ooo  hides  yearly.  lu  1845, 
he  rebuill  and  unhirgcd,  in  1S53,  Tire  destroyed  t!ic  bnilding.s, 
but  he  immediately  rebuilt.  Alter  hi.s  death,  his  son,  Marshall 
W.  While,  coutiuued  the  business  (or  the  heirs  till  May  25, 
i88t,  when  the  property  was  sold  to  Dr.  Moore  Russell  Fletcher. 
Two  months  later.  Dr.  Fletcher  conveyed  it  to  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Chemical  Pulp  company,  a  company  organized  under  the 
laws  of  the  state  ol  New  Jersey,  for  the  manufacture  of  chemical 
pulp.  In  August,  1^82,  alter  a  few  mouths  of  active  operation, 
there  came  into  being  a  new  company  com{>osed  practically  of 
the  same  men  as  the  old,  and  called  Ihc  New  Hampshire  Pulp 
and  Paper  company.  This  company  abandoned  the  manufac- 
ture of  pulp  by  the  cliemieal  jtrnccss,  and  put  in  operation 
several  stones  to  grind  the  wood  into  fibre ;  a  process  then  gen- 
erally in  vogue.  The  same  month,  the  company  purchased  the 
I»aper-uiill  of  Mason  &  Wooster  on  Lake  street,  and  commenced 
there  the  manufacture  of  manila  paper  from  the  pulp  made  at 
the  tannery  site.  Joseph  H.  Hayden,  of  Boston,  was  the  general 
manager  of  all  the  operations  of  this  company.  The  business 
did  iioL,  however,  prove  a  sneces.s,  and  in  June,  1884,  the  cont- 
]iany  assigned  to  b'ling  &  Chase,  lawyers,  of  Uri.stol,  with  aii 
indebtedness  ol  nearly  $20,000. 

Feb.  II,  1885,  Messrs.  Train,  Smith  &  Co.,  of  Boston, 
creditors,  took  possession  of  these  two  mills  under  a  foreclosure 
of  mortgage,  and  commeiiccd  to  operate  them.  One  year  later 
they  came  into  (nil  pos.session.  lu  the  summer  and  fall  of  1888, 
extensive  improvements  were  made  at  the  pulp-mill.  Messrs. 
Train,  Smith  &  Co.  leased  of  the  Bristol  Water  Power  company 
all  the  water  in  llie  stream  to  which  they  were  not  already 
entitled.  A  dam  was  built  by  the  Water  Power  company  across 
the  south  channel,  and  a  canal,  twelve  feet  wide  and  foUr  deep, 
was  cut  to  turn  the  water  into  the  north  channel  at  the  junction 
ol  Water  and  Central  streets.     To  convey  this  water  to  the  mill 
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a  new  flume,  one  hundred  feet  long,  nine  feet  high,  and  twelve 
feet  broad,  was  constructed.  The  stone  work  under  the  mill  was 
replaced  with  brick.  The  wheel-pit  was  sunk  ten  (eet  in  the 
solid  rock,  and  the  channel,  cut  in  1865,  was  sunk  seven  (cct 
deeper  and  made  fifteen  feet  wide  to  convey  the  waste  water  back 
to  the  south  branch,  into  the  dam  of  the  pulp-mill  near  the  rail- 
road station.  This  gave  a  head  and  fall  of  thirty-five  feet,  and 
in  the  wheel-pit  were  placed  two  30-inch  horizontal  Hunt  wheels, 
of  500  horse-power.  A  steel  penstock  seven  leet  in  diameter  and 
ninety  feet  long  connected  the  flume  with  the  wheel.  New 
grinders  were  placed  in  the  mill  and  other  improvements  made. 
The  mill  now  ground  1.500  cords  of  wood  per  year,  and  gave 
employment  to  nine  hands. 

In  the  morning  of  June  27,  1901,  the  pnlp-uiill  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  work  of  rebuilding  was  commenced  soon  after,  and 
Oct.  28,  following,  a  new  brick  building  was  completed,  90x48 
feet,  one  story  and  basement,  equipped  with  the  latest  machinery' 
for  making  pulp.  The  power  was  now  furnished  by  two  ay-inch 
McCormick  wheels  and  one  18-inch  Hunt  wheel  Ira  B.  Bur- 
pee has  had  charge  of  this  mill  as  foreman  for  sixteen  yeani. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  appears  that  the  first  grist-mill 
and  saw-mill  on  the  south  side  of  Newfound  river  were  erectcil 
by  Moses  I,ewis,  about  1805.  The  first  dam  at  this  {Hiiut  was 
just  below  the  present  bridge  from  Central  square.  The  grist- 
mill was  next  below  the  dam ,  and  the  saw-mill  still  farther  down 
the  stream.  In  1822,  the  court  ordered  the  heirs  of  Thomas  W. 
Thompson  to  remove  or  lower  this  dam  because  it  caused  the 
water  to  flow  land  owned  by  other  parties.  The  present  dam, 
farther  down  the  stream,  was  then  built,  and  the  old  daiu 
removed.  On  South  Main  street,  two  or  three  rods  south  of  the 
bridge,  was  a  large  culvert  under  the  highway,  through  which  a 
part  of  the  river  flowed  in  limes  o(  high  water,  and  the  black- 
smith shop,  that  stood  where  the  post-office  block  now  stands, 
was  at  such  times  on  an  island. 

These  mills  were  a  part  of  the  property  of  Moses  Lewis, 
which  came  into  the  possession  of  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  as 
narrated  above,  and  were  a  part  of  the  pro]»erly  which,  by  tlie 
will  of  Mr.  Thompson,  passed  in  1 822,  oiie-hnU  into  the  hands  of 
barlmonth  college,  one-fourth  to  the  American  lulncalion  socie- 
ty, and  one-fourth  to  the  New  Hampshire  Missionary  society. 
William  C.  Thompson,  of  Plymouth,  was  the  successor  of  Dart- 
mouth college  and  the  societies  named  above,  in  1829,  and  the 
same  year  he  sold  to  Brackett  1,.  Greenough. 

In  1836,  Mr,  Greenough  built  a  new  grist-mill  farther  down 
the  stream,  below  the  saw-mill.  The  water  to  operate  it  was  still 
taken  from  the  same  dam  by  means  of  a  flume.  This  building 
is  now  the  first  story  of  the  main  building  owned  by  Galley  & 
Currier,  crutch  manufacturers.     Trueworthy  G.  Currier  came 
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from  Hopkiiilon  and  erected  the  mill,  and  on  its  completion 
operated  it  on  sliares  until  1849.  The  mill  when  completed  had 
four  run  of  stone,  and  another  was  added  soon  after.  In  1843, 
Mr.  GreenoiiRh  sold  the  saw-niill  and  grist-mill  to  I.  C.  &  Levi 
Barllett.  Soon  after,  Levi  Bartlett  became  the  sole  owner  and 
built  what  is  now  known  as  the  Blake  block,  next  to  the  bridge 
from  Central  square,  lor  a  threshing-mill.  In  June,  1849,  Mr, 
Bartlett  sold  the  whole  to  Daniel  B.  Bartlett  for  $7,000,  In 
November,  following,  Daniel  B.  Bartlett  sold  the  grist-mill  to 
'r.  O.  Currier  for  $4,000,  and  the  s:imc  day  .sold  the  saw-mill 
to  Jersiiic  U.  I'avor,  and  about  1855  sold  the  thresliiiig-niill  to 
Aarou  Jewett.  Mr.  Favor  operated  the  saw-mill  for  two  years, 
when  Severance  &  Favor  took  possession.  Tliey  were  suc- 
ceeded by  Dearborn  &  Kidder,  who  continued  from  1853  till 
1856.  Joshua  Kidder  sold  hla  half  to  James  Patten,  and  Mr. 
Pnltcii  sold  to  A.  S.  Dearborn,  who  was  the  owner  from  about 
1^156  till  1864,  during  which  time  the  mill  was  ot>crated  by 
Itoiijamiii  v..  Itlackstonc,  with  the  exception  olone  year  (1863), 
when  Henry  &  Benjamin  L.  Wells  did  business  here.  In  1864, 
B.  15,  Blackstoue  succeeded  to  the  ownership  and  operated  the 
mill  about  two  years,  when  he,  in  turn,  sold  to  Calvin  D.  Cass, 
who  sold  to  William  A.  Berry,  in  1868,  Mr.  Berry  sold  one- 
half  of  this  property  to  Milton  A.  Kent,  and  Kent  &;  Berry 
prosecuted  the  glove  business  here  till  1877,  when  the  building 
was  torn  down  and  has  not  been  rebuilt.  July  12,  1880,  Mr. 
Iterry  .sold  iiis  interest  in  the  real  estate  to  All>crt  Blake.  Mr. 
Kent  continued  the  mauufacturc  oi  gloves  in  Bristol,  tu  what  is 
now  Frank  W.  Uiuglinui's  harness  shop,  till  1886,  George  F. 
Buttrick  Ijcing  in  charge  of  the  work. 

After  Mr.  Currier  purchased,  in  1849,  he  continued  to  own 
and  operate  the  grist-mill  till  March,  1865,  when  he  sold  to 
Draper  &  Berry,  who,  in  turn,  for  $700,  sold  to  Forbes  &  Cass, 
the  owners  of  the  grist-mill  on  the  north  side  of  the  steam,  all 
the  water  to  which  the  Currier  grist-mill  was  entitled,  over  and 
Eilx)ve  336  cubic  inches,"  and  to  Henry  Nuttnll,  of  Cohoe.s.  N. 
v.,  the  grlsl'inill  and  200  cubic  inches  o(  water,  reserving  to 
them-selves  136  cubic  inches. 

'  The  sale  of  this  surplus  water  was  tlie  cause  of  loug  and  expensive 
litieatioti.  The  grist-imll  privilege  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  was 
entitled  to  the  first  right  of  sulEcient  water  to  turn  all  its  wheels.  The 
Siiw-inill  privilege,  httweeii  thc^rrist-iiiiliniid  ttiednni,  wns<;ntitlcd  to  the 
NUr|ilu<i  witlcriivi-rritiiliilKiVL'tliiit  iiSL-ilntlhcKHSt-mill.  Thcowiieniof  the 
niiw-iiiill  privili'Ke  coiiluiided  that  tin:  wtitcr  could  uot  be  diverted  from  ouv 
aide  of  till,-  streiiTii  to  ttie  other,  and  continued  to  nse  water  claimed  by 
virtue  of  this  purchiiHe  to  belong  to  tlie  north  side.  The  hclni  of  Josiali 
Miuot,  owitiu};  the  f;rlst-mill  privilege  on  the  north  side  of  the  stream, 
brought  suit  against  Kent  &  Blake,  the  owners  of  the  saw-mill  privilege, 
for  the  misuse  of  the  water.  Thecnse  was  first  heard  by  Hon.  Ira  Colby,  of 
Claremoul,  as  rvferce,  at  the  town  hall  in  Bristol  in  July,   1897,  and  was 
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Mr.  Nuttall  added  another  story  to  the  grist-mill  building, 
and,  in  company  with  John  H,  Mnsgrove,  carried  on  for  a  year 
or  more  the  manufacture  of  shirts  and  drawers,  under  the  nnnie 
of  the  Granite  State  company.  In  1867,  Mr.  Nuttall  sold  to  R, 
W.  and  J.  ?I.  Mtisgrove,  and  they  carried  on  the  wool  business 
here  for  about  three  years.  They  were  succeeded  by  Rice  & 
Turner,  who  prosecuted  the  hosiery  business  til)  altoiit  1K75, 
when  they  sold  to  A.  M.  Draper,  who  manufactured  buckskin 
gloves  and  mittens.  In  1880.  William  T.  Taylor  and  Frank  A. 
Gordon  purchased  this  property  and  engaged  in  the  mannfacture 
of  picker-sticks  and  other  mill  supplies,  employing  ten  or  twelve 
hands.  At  the  same  time  they  prosecuted  au  outside  business 
ns  cariKntera  and  builders.  Mr.  Gordon  retired  in  Jidy,  1892, 
and  Mr.  Taylor  conliuucd  the  business  here  till  his  death, 
in  Septemljer,  1893.  William  A.  Berry  succeeded  to  the  busi- 
ness and  continued  till  1899,  when  he  sold  to  Galley  &  Gur- 
rier.  Here  Galley  &.  Currier  have  the  largest  manufactory  of 
crutches  in  the  United  Slates.  This  business  was  commenced 
in  November,  1881,  by  F.  W.  Galley  and  J.  A.  Simonds. 
George  C.  Gurricr  soon  after  succeeded  Mr.  Simomls,  and  the 
firm  became  Galley  &  Gurrier.  They  prosecuted  their  biisine.ss 
in  the  attic  of  the  enlarged  grist-mill  building  till  1884,  when  a 
two-story  addition,  25  x  40  leet,  was  erccte<I  tor  their  use,  aiul 
another  addition,  20  x  16,  a  year  or  two  Inter.  They  now  occupy 
the  whole  of  the  main  building  and  additions,  employing  fifteen 
hands  or  more,  and  make  a  large  number  of  crutches  which  are 
shipped  to  all  parts  ol  the  world.  In  a  building  connected  on 
the  south,  Frank  A.  Gordon  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
picker-sticks  and  other  mill  supplies. 

In  1865,  Draper  &  Berry  built  a  glove  shop  about  24  x  50 
feet,  one-story  and  basement,  on  land  next  below  the  Currier 
grist-mill,  and  011  its  completinu  moved  their  works  from  I,ake 
street  to  this  place.  ■  The  [xiwer  to  carry  the  machinery  was  the 
136  cubic  inches  of  water  reserved  in  their  deeds  that  year  to 

continued  from  term  to  term  till  May,  1899,  when  n  report  was  rendered 
thut  tlie  Bnle  was  viilid.  This  reiiort  waa  Ciirritd  on  qtivations  of  law  to 
tlie  full  bench,  und  llie  report  wuh  alTiniied  in  the  npring  of  190Z. 

An  a  iiiirt  of  liifi  ri;i>nrt,  the  refLTt-e  found  thiil  Ihi:  iiniiiuni  iif  water  lo 
which  tlie  griHt-mill  011  the  south  nfde  was  entilliil,  previoiiH  to  the -uile 
of  1865,  was  980  inches  under  twelve  foot  head;  that  theBaw-inill  was 
accustomed  to  run  but  Htlle,  except  Ju  the  spriug  and  full  :  that  in  times 
of  low  water  the  average  discharge  from  the  lake  Is  eqnal  to  Soo  square 
inches,  under  twelve  foot  head,  giving  464  inches  in  excess  of  the  336 
inches  reserved  in  the  sale.  The  court  also  found  that  the  flow  of 
water  in  1S94  and  189^  was  6,000  or  6,100  cubic  feet  per  minute  In  the 
river.  Of  this  the  gnst-niill  privilege  on  the  south  aide  was  entitled  to 
only  3.469  cubic  feet  per  minute.  Dcurliorn  &  Cliaitc,  of  Itristol,  and  Hon. 
J.  S.  H.  I'rink.  of  Greenland,  were  counsel  foe  the  plaintiff ;  Hon.  I,.  W. 
Pllng,  of  Itristol,  and  lion.  John  M.  Mitcliell,  of  (joncord,  were  counsel 
for  the  defendants. 
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Forbes  &  Cass  and  to  Henry  Nuttall.  Here  Draper  &  Berry 
continued  the  niamifacture  ol  buckskin  gloves  and  mittens  till 
1867,  wlieu  Mr.  Berry  sold  bis  interest  to  bis  partner.  Tbe 
bu.siiicss  wiLS  continued  by  Mr.  Draper,  Hiram  Harrimaii,  and 
George  A.  Draper,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  C,  Draper  &  Co., 
till  April,  1868,  when  J,  C,  Draper  died;  by  Hiram  Harriman, 
AKred  P.  Harriman,  and  Buriey  M.  Ames,  till  the  building  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  in  1875. 

On  the  site  of  this  glove  shop  was  built,  in  1879,  the  present 
.saw-mill  by  Thomas  T.  Drake,  who  o|>cratcd  tbe  same  (or  some 
lime.  His  successors  have  i>eeu  Udward  M.  Drake,  Hutcbinson 
Brothers.  Charles  P.  George,  Charles  A.  George,  and  Homer 
H.  Hutchinson  ;  Mr.  Hutcliiu.son  now  oj^eratiug  tbe  mill.  The 
Hulchiiisou  Brothers,  besides  operating  tbe  sawmill,  did  a  large 
business  in  tbe  manufacture  of  articles  of  wood,  such  as  clotbes- 
hor.tes,  saw-horses,  and  clothes-line  reels,  and  thi.s  business  is  now 
priTSivnted  by  1  Icnner  11.11  ulcbinsiiii,  iti  iiddittun  to  DpiTatiiig  llic 
saw-mill.  Frank  H,  Wells  now  occupies  tlie  basement  lor  tbe 
mantilacture  of  house  finish  and  carpenter  work.  Marshall 
Ballou  occupied  a  portion  of  this  mill  for  five  years,  18S5-9,  in 
tbe  manufacture  of  picker-sticks,  and  Warren  E.  I^ocke  manu- 
factured articles  of  wood  here,  1883-5. 

Aaron  Jewett  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Blake  block, 
as  named  above,  about  1855.  Newton  Gage  &  Company, 
David  Gage.  I.  Fred  Smith,  Aaron  Jewett,  and  George  A. 
Utibii'  siuri-ssivcly  nianufucturcd  K-dsk-mts  lierc.  Albert  Ktakc 
liccanic  tile  owner  of  this  property  alniut  1865,  and  refitted  the 
building  for  mercantile  uses,  and  erected,  iu  1871,  a  building 
(or  a  planing-niill  nl  tbe  soulbeasl  corner.  In  this  mill  Mr. 
Blake  and  R,  S.  Hastings  did  business  in  1S72.  They  were 
succeeded  by  B.  L.  &  A.  Wells  who  manufactured  house  finish 
here  till  1889,  when  they  removed  to  the  carriage  factory  build- 
ing. From  February,  1897,  to  t'"^  spring  of  1901,  it  was  used 
by  tbe  Bartlett  Shoe  company,  which  employed  about  twenty-five 
bands  in  the  manufacture  of  shoos. 

Tbe  power  lo  drive  the  machinery  at  this  point  was  derived 
from  a  wheel,  placed  above  the  dam  near  the  building,  which 
discharge<l  its  water  through  a  s)K>ut  under  tbe  dam.  When 
Mr.  Blake  erected  the  planiug-mill,  lie  placed  the  wheel  below 
tbe  dam,  discharging  its  water  into  the  wing  dam  of  tbe  grist- 
mill on  the  north  side  of  the  .stream,  as  before.  In  1881,  he 
hiwcrcd  ibis  wiioel,  Ihereby  discharging  ibe  water  into  the  stream 
l>elow  Ihc-  wing  dam,  until,  by  order  ol  the  court,  it  was  raised 
so  as  lo  again  discharge  its  water  into  tbe  wing  dam. 

GRIST-MILL  ON   CENTRAL  STREET 
The  exact  date  when  the   grist-mill  privilege   on  Central 
street  was  first   utilized   for    manufacturing  purposes   cannot 
2411 
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now  be  determined.  According  to  the  genealogy  ol  the  Kelly 
family,  Ebenezer  Kelty  was  associated  with  Moses  I^wis  in 
the  dressing  of  cloth  at  this  site.  This  must  have  been  at 
some  date  between  1794  and  1804,  and  these  men  were  prob- 
ably the  first  to  engage  in  this  industry  in  Bristol  village. 
Ih  1804,  Moses  Lewis  sold  to  James  Martin  forty-four  square 
rods  ol  land  on  the  north  bank  of  Newfound  river,  iiiclnd- 
tug  this  site,  on  which  was  a  carding-niill.  Soon  after  this 
purchase,  a  dye-house  was  erected  ou  the  east  and  later  a 
fulling-mill,  or  clothing-mill,  was  added  on  the  west.  Mr. 
Martin  continued  in  business  till  1809,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  Elliott  &.  Durgin,  who  prosecuted  the  business  till  1817.  In 
October  of  this  year,  Pingree  &  Powers  advertised  in  the  jV«c 
Hampshire  Patriot  that  they  had  bought  the  fnlling-uiill  in 
Bridgewater  village  and  that  they  liad  four  workmen,  "one  of 
whom  was  from  England,"  and  that  they  would  "dye  the 
following  colors,  and  dress  the  same  in  a  workmanlike  manner : 
Deep  blue,  black,  Bristol  mud,  wine,  London  brown,  crawbo, 
drab,  olive  brown,  light  olive,  navy  blue,  bottle  green,  grass 
green,  pea  green,  scarlet,  red  and  various  other  colors," 

Jesse  Sanborn  was  in  business  here  in  April,  1S24,  and 
Jonathan  Powers  again  came  into  possession  a  year  later.  Mr. 
Powers  left  town  in  1827,  and  John  Little  appears  to  have  been 
his  successor.  He  evidently  died  while  conducting  this  busi- 
ness, for  in  January,  1830,  Thomas  Little,  his  administrator, 
offered  for  sale  the  "carding-  and  clothing-mill  belonging  to  said 
estate,  a  dye-house  and  shop  two-stories,  and  small  dwelling- 
house,  machinery,  and  other  articles  belonging  to  the  carding 
and  clothing  business." 

Injune,  18,12,  FordyceF,  Lincoln,  agent,  advertised  that  lie 
had  newly  fitted  up  the  woolen-mill  iu  Bristol  village  for  mnuu- 
facturiug  custom  wool  into  cloth  of  any  kind  on  shares.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  in  business  here  in  1833,  and,  in  March  of  that 
year,  gave  to  Aaron  Emmons  a  mortgage  of  the  machinery, 
consisting  of  a  carding  machine  and  picker,  a  50-spindle  billey, 
ioo-5pindle  jinny,  a  warping  mill,  twisting  machine,  live  looms, 
1,400  filling  bobbins,  and  600  warp  bobbins. 

This  same  year,  Aaron  Emmons  and  Kinsley  Mason  asso- 
ciated themselves  with  Lincoln,  under  the  finn  name  of  Enniious, 
Lincoln  &  Mason.  Later,  Mr.  Emmons  became  the  sole  owner, 
and,  in  1837,  sold  to  Moses  Morey,  who,  in  1838,  sold  to  Daniel 
B.  Bartlett,  and  he,  the  same  year,  sold  to  Jonathan  Moulton. 
Mr.  Moulton,  in  1840,  sold  to  Joseph  Ela,  and,  in  1853,  Ela  sold 
to  Calvin  D.  Cass.  Eive  years  later,  Mr.  Cass  discontinued  the 
clothing  business  and  put  in  operation  a  grist-mill.  In  i860, 
he  rebuilt  and  enlarged.  In  1865,  he  sold  one-half  of  the  busi- 
ness to  Wells  Forbes,  and  the  business  was  continued  under  the 
firm  name  of  Forlws  &  Cass.     This  firm  purchased  the  surplus 
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water,  to  wliicli  the  grist-tiiill  privilege  on  the  sotith  side  of  the 
river  was  entitled,  and,  in  turn,  sold  one-half  of  this  water  to 
Samuel  Page,  the  owner  of  the  shoe  factory  site.  Soon  after 
this,  Mr.  Cass  sold  his  interest  in  the  grist-mill  to  his  partner. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Forbes  sold  to  George  T.  Crawford,  and  Mr. 
Crawford  and  Reuben  B.  I/Kke  commenced  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Crawford  &  Locke.  They  largely  increased  the 
capacity  of  the  mill  and  had  three  run  of  stone  for  the  maniifact- 
iire  of  flour,  and  two  for  custom  grinding.  The  daily  output  of 
Hour  was  from  thirty  lo  fiUy  barrels,  and  cacli  year  they  ground 
from  30,003  to  40,000  bushels  of  corn,  which  found  a  sale  in 
Bristol  and  neighboring  towns.  They  continued  the  business 
till  1872,  or  early  part  of  1873,  when  Cyrus  Taylor  succeeded 
Mr.  Locke,  and  the  firm  became  Crawford,  Taylor  &  Co.  A 
lew  months  later,  Person  C.  Shaw,  of  Sanboniton,  succeeded 
Mr,  Crawford,  and  the  firm  became  Taylor,  Shaw  &  Co.  They 
discontinued  llic  manufacture  of  flour  but  did  a  large  business  in 
com.  In  1874,  Woo<lbury  Sleeper  succeeded  to  this  business, 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  R.  1).  Locke.  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr. 
Shaw  resumed  business  here  in  the  fall  of  1877  under  the  firm 
name  of  Taylor  &  Shaw. 

In  July,  1884,  Clarence  N.  Merrill,  an  employee  of  the  mill, 
bought  Mr.  Shaw's  interest,  and  the  (inn  became  Taylor  & 
Merrill.  In  1895,  they  built  a  storehouse  45  x  80  feet,  three 
stories  high,  op|)osite  the  mill,  extending  from  Central  to  Spring 
.street,  in  May,  i8yO,  Mr.  Tnylor  retired  and  the  business  has 
since  been  continued  by  Mr.  Merrill,  who  does  an  extensive 
business,  grinding  60,000  bushels  or  more  of  corn  each  year. 
He  is  also  a  large  dealer  iu  fertilizers,  fanning  machinery,  coal, 
wood,  hay,  and  lumber.  In  1896,  Mr.  Merrill  purchased  of  the 
heirs  of  judge  Minot  the  grist-mill  and  water-power  connected. 

SHOE   FACTORY  SITB 

In  December,  1832,  Brackett  L.  Greenough  conveyed  the 
site  of  the  shoe  factory  to  Daniel  Keinicdy,  with  the  right  to 
draw  water  from  the  dam  across  the  river  at  this  point  sufhcient 
to  turn  one  wheel,  when  the  water  was  not  needed  on  the  south 
side  of  the  stream.  Kennedy  erected  on  this  laud  a  small 
building  that  he  used  as  a  wheelwright  shop.  This  building 
was  destroyed  by  fire  and  rebuilt  by  Kennedy,  previous  to 
1837.  Mose.s  Morcy  was  his  successor  in  this  busine.ss,  and 
James  Itnttcrs  was  in  business  here  from  1839  till  as  late  as 
1845.  House  &  Aiusworth  were  here,  as  house  carpenters, 
from  about  1848  till  1851,  when  Reuben  B.  Locke  succeeded 
Mr.  Ainsworth.  The  second  story  of  this  building  was  used  as 
a  paint  shop  for  many  years. 

From  1855  till  1865,  Samuel  Page  was  in  business  here  as 
a  wood-worker  or  maker  of  house  finish.     He  was  succeeded  by 
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James  T.  Sanborn  and  Ctias.  Forrest,  who  continued  the  same 
business  till  succeeded  by  Edmund  Jordan,  about  1867.  Mr. 
Jordan  continued  to  own  this  property  till  1874,  when  he  wan 
succeeded  by  George  G.  Brown,  who  removed  the  main  build- 
ing, or  west  end,  and  in  its  place  erected  a  stable,  and  con\'ertcd 
the  one-story  ell  on  the  east  into  a  grist-mill.  Here  he  operated 
a  grist-mill  till<)cloI»cr,  iS-Sa,  grinding  20,000  busticls of  ooni  \h:t 
year.  Uuring  this  time,  Hon,  Samuel  K.  Mason  was  as.sociale(l 
with  him  from  November,  1874,  till  August,  1876,  and  Reuben 
B.  Locke,  a  year  or  more  from  January,  1878. 

For  some  years  the  stable  was  used  by  Charles  V,.  Davis  as 
a  livery  stable,  and  he  was  thus  using  it  in  1894,'  when  Mr. 
Brown  sold  to  the  Bristol  Improvement  company.  This  ami- 
pany  was  incoq>orated  March  20,  of  tliiil  year,  and  creeled 
the  present  four-story  building,  at  a  cost  of  ;^,oon,  as  a 
place  of  business  for  Nathaniel  Bartlett  8l  Son,  shoe  manufact- 
urers. Messrs,  Bartlett  took  possession  soon  after  its  completion, 
being  exempt  from  taxation  for  ten  years,  and  continued  the 
business  till  Sept.  1,  1896,  when  they  assigned  with  liabilities 
amounting  to  ^35,000  and  assets  ^32,600.  The  business  was 
closed  lip  l>y  the  assignee. 

The  business  men  ol  Bristol,  aiixtous  to  have  the  buiUliug 
used,  and  to  increase  the  business  of  the  place,  assislcil  the  firm 
of  Farnsworth  &  Saunders  to  commence  business  here  as  shoe 
manufacturers,  but  the  firm  had  but  small  financial  resources, 
and  soon  failed.  Another  firm  commenced  business  here,  but 
was  discouraged  by  the  lack  of  tenements  in  town  and  withdrew, 
and  the  building  has  since  remained  idle. 

About  1843,  B.  I4.  Oreenough  had  a  wheel-wright  shop. at 
the  west  of  this  building,  about  where  Horace  H.  Kirk's  resi- 
dence now  stands. 

CA.KKIA.GK    FACTORY    SITU 

In  1829,  Col.  John  S.  Bryant  was  engaged  in  the  cabinet 
business  in  the  ell  ol  tlie  second  story  of  his  house  which  stofxl 
where  the  bank  block  now  stands.  This  house  and  shop  were 
destroyed  by  fire  Oct.  15,  of  that  year,  and  Mr.  Bryant  built  a 
small  cabinet  shop  on  Ceiilrnl  street,  alxnit  tin  feel  in  (runt  <il 
the  cast  end  of  the  carriage  factory  now  occupied  !>y  It.  I,.  &  A. 
Wells. 

In  April,  1823,  Abbott  Lovejoy  purchased  the  blacksmith 
shop  that  stood  on  the  site  of  Cavis  block,  and  here  continued 
the  blacksmith  business  till  May,  1S32,  when  he  sold  to  Joseph 
Noyes  and  established  himself  just  west  of  John   S.   Bryant's 
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sliop  on  Cciilrnl  strct't.  Mr.  l.ovcjoy  did  a  gciicriil  blacksmitU 
business,  and  in  addition  made  edge  tools.  He  was  noted  for 
relaying  axes ;  and  teamsters  from  the  northern  part  o(  this  state 
and  Vermont,  wlien  on  their  way  to  BoHtou,  wonld  leave  axes 
with  him  to  be  relayed,  and  call  for  tliem  on  their  retiini. 

In  1836,  Downing  &  Gove  were  proprietors  of  the  cabinet 
shop,  and  one  year  later,  John  C.  Gove  was  in  bu.siness  alone. 
Harvey  N.  Iiigalts  appears  to  have  succeeded  Mr.  Gove,  and  his 
l>rolhor,  George  Washington  Tiigall.H,  was  later  associated  with 
liim,  aii<l  Ihvy  oontinncd  Hit'  business  .sevonil  years.  Abi'niu 
Hruwn  was  here  as  a  wheelwright  in  1B45,  and  llollisTlionipsoti 
in  1846. 

In  1849,  William  C.  Lovejoy  and  Joseph  D.  Kelley,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Lovejoy  &  Kelley,  commenced  the  manufac- 
ture of  carriages  here,  the  wood  work  being  done  in  the  east 
building  and  the  iron  work  in  the  west  building.  Tliey  ab- 
sorbed the  business  of  Abbott  Lovejoy,  but  dlscontiuued  the 
making  of  edge  tools.  This  company  gave  employment  lo 
thirty  hands  and  tlie  carriages  made  here  were  noted  (or  their 
durability. 

In  1848,  when  Water  street  was  laid  out,  the  comer  building 
was  cut  off  or  moved  back  about  ten  feet.  In  1859,  the  present 
building  was  constructed  by  Lovejoy  &  Kelley,  It  is  40X  100 
feet,  two  stories,  besides  attic  and  basement.  Joseph  D.  Kelley 
withdrew  from  the  business  aliont  1867,  and  Geo.  W.  Dow  was 
ass<K-iali.'<l  with  Mr.  fjovejoy  (or  a  time  two  years  later,  but  at 
Ibis  lime  the  business  had  largely  dccrea.'ied  owing  lo  the  intro- 
duction of  wcsleni  machine-made  carriages.  Alwnt  1871,  Otis 
K.  Itnckliu  pnrchased  lliis  properly  and  continued  the  owner 
till  his  death  in  1887.  From  about  1882  till  1886,  George  A. 
Robie  was  as.sociated  with  Mr,  Bucklin.  It  remained  idle  some 
years  till  April,  i88q,  when  it  was  pnrchased  by  Beuj.L.  &  Albro 
Wells  and  Marshall  Ballon.  Since  this  transfer  the  western  end 
has  l>cen  used  by  Marshall  Ballon  for  the  manufacture  of  picker- 
slicks,  while  It.  1,.  &  A.  Wells  have  occnpie<l  the  rest  lor  i\ 
pluning-mill  and  the  manufacture  of  honsc  rinish,  Clias.  W. 
I'ling  was  as.sociated  with  the  last  named  firm  for  a  few  years 
previous  to  Jan,  i,  1895. 

BLACK    l.KAD    MILL 

The  blacksmith  shop  on  the  west  side  of  Water  street  was 
used,  in  1845,  by  Ohip,  Zcabury  &  Watkins  for  grinding  plumbago 
from  the  mine  on  the  Samuel  Hilands  farm,  east  of  the  lake, 
descrilx.'d  eLsewhere.  This  firm  also  engaged  in  casting  stoves 
in  a  building  just  west  of  this  mill,  but  it  was  not  successful 
financially  and  the  members  left  town  suddenly.  The  building 
has  since  been  used  lor  various  purposes.  Here  A.  H,  Blais- 
dell  put  in  oi)cration,  about  i860,  the  first  machine-shop  in  liris- 
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tol,  which  he  operated  tilt  1865.  Don  P.  Alexander  &  Co.  con- 
tinued the  business  till  1868,  when  they  were  succeeded  by 
Moody  O.  Kdgerly,  who  was  in  business  here  till  1876.  He  was 
followed  by  J.  D.  Hemphill,  J.  D.  Kelley,  and  Geo.  A.  Rohie 
who  also  operated  a  carding  machine,  and  Jeremiah  A.  Hayncs, 
who  had  a  blacksmith  shop  here.  After  the  deslnicUon  of  their 
factory  by  fire  in  Deccnilier,  1S85,  R.  D.  Crosby  &  Co,  uscil  this 
building  (or  the  manufacture  of  croquet  sets.  They  were  fol- 
lowed by  Charles  A.  Pearson,  who  occupied  a  part  of  the  build- 
ing as  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  Fred  C.  Foss,  who  did  carriage 
work  at  the  same  time.  It  has  since  been  used  only  as  a  black- 
smith shop,  the  last  few  years  by  Clarence  A.  Smith. 

MACHINR-SIIOP  AND  FOUNnHV 
In  July,  1846,  Abbott  I/}vejoy  sold  the  site  of  C.  W. 
Holmes's  machine-shop  and  foundry  to  Kbenezer  Kendall.  On 
the  site  of  the  machiae-shop  a  building  was  erected  in  which 
Hiram  W,  Kendall  manufactured  bedsteads,  and  on  the  east, 
where  is  now  the  foundry,  Kbenezer  Kendall  had  a  small  build- 
ing where  he  made  laths,  shingles,  and  bedstead  stock.  I,evi  C. 
Gurdy  purchased  this  property  in  186S,  and  a  year  or  two  later 
erected  the  present  machiue-sliop.  For  a  short  time,  Geo,  A. 
Robie  and  Horace  Iv.  fiigalls  utnnufacturcd  iMKlstends  in  the 
second  story.  Holland  &  Hemphill  liad  a  niacUine-shop  in  the 
first  story,  and  this  business  was  continued  by  McDaniels  & 
Blake,  by  George  A.  Robie,  and,  since  1890,  by  Charles  W. 
Holmes. 

The  present  foundry  building  was  erected  by  Levi  C.  Gur- 
dy. Mr,  Gurdy  was  a  practical  moulder  and  carried  on  the 
foundry  business  here  for  a  time.  George  A.  Robie,  Renben 
B.  Locke,  and  Walter  F.  Prince  were  in  business  here  later. 

KBDSTEAD  FACTORY 
About  1855,  Henry  Wells  erected  on  the  east  side  of  Water 
street,  a  two-story  building,  about  30  x  60  (eet,  one  story,  for  a 
carpenter  shop.  About  1862,  Milo  H.  Crosby  purchased  this 
property,  raised  the  building  and  put  underneath  an  additional 
story  and  built  an  addition  of  thirty  feet  on  the  east.  Later  he 
erected  another  addition,  16  x  30  (eet,  next  to  the  highway.  Here 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bedsteads,  and  latter  of  cro- 
quet sets  on  a  large  scale,  employing  thirty  or  forty  hands.  His 
son,  Edward  D.  Crosby,  was  associated  with  him  most  of  the 
time.  About  1864,  Mr.  Crosby  sold  to  Thos.  H,  Morey  and 
repurchased  about  one  year  later.  This  building  was  destroyed 
by  fire  Dec.  29,  18S5  ;  loss  estimated  at  $12,000,  and  the  works 
were  not  rebuilt,  Tlie  busiueas  was  continued  in  town  under 
the  name  of  Crosby  &  Co.,  E.  D.  Crosby  &.  Co.,  and  Milo 
H.  Crosby,  agent,  as  described  elsewhere. 
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cmTON-   AND   WOOI.15N-MII.L 

The  Bridgewater  Village  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufactur- 
ing company  was  incorporated  June  23,  1814.  The  incorpora- 
tors were  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett,  William  Pattee,  Thomas  W. 
Thompson,  William  Webster,  Daniel  Smith,  and  others.  This 
company  was  authorized  to  hold  personal  property  to  the  value 
ol  $40,000,  and  real  estate  to  the  value  ol  $10,000,  and  to  engage 
in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  wool.  The  shares  were  to  be 
one  hundred  iu  number,  and  the  company  was  to  be  exempt 
(roin  Inxntion  (or  a  term  ol  ten  years  from  the  commencement 
of  operations. 

There  is  no  record  or  tradition  to  show  that  this  company 
ever  commenced  business,  unless  it  was  by  the  erection  of  a  dam 
on  the  south  branch  of  Newfound  river,  where  is  now  the  dam 
of  the  Mason-Perkins  pulp-mill,  as  a  dam  seems  to  have  been 
built  here  by  some  parties  before  this  privilege  was  purchased 
by  the  Dristol  Manufacturing  company. 

Au^.  6,  1835,  Urackett  L,.  Oreenough  sold  to  Joseph  Ladd, 
ol  Itristol,  Snniuel  Johnson  and  Dr.  Nathan  Shattuck,  of  Aiid- 
ovcr,  Mass.,  the  site  of  the  Mason-Perkins  Paper  company's 
pulp-mill  near  the  railroad  station,  including  the  loundatiou 
of  a  dam  then  on  the  privilege. 

These  gentlemen  and  their  associates  were  incorporated 
June  14,  r83<i,  under  the  name  ol  the  13ristol  Manufacturing 
company.  The  capital  stock  was  $100,000,  each  shareholder 
Iiciiig  ciitiltcd  to  one  vntc  on  eacli  share  to  the  number  ol  ten, 
and  one  vote  on  each  five  shares  above  ten. 

This  company  erected  the  same  year  a  factory  three  stories 
high,  besides  n  basement  and  double  attic,  after  tlie  manner  of 
factories  ol  those  days.  It  had  projecting  entries,  where  were 
located  winding  stairs,  on  each  floor  of  which  were  wide  doors 
through  which  heavy  articles  were  admitted  after  being  drawn 
up  by  pulley-blocks  attached  to  a  projecting  beam.  The  roof 
was  surmounted  with  a  belfry  in  which  hung  the  bell  that  now 
hangs  in  the  tower  ol  the  enginc-liousc.  Nearly  in  front,  and 
about  where  the  concrete  crossing  now  is,  was  erected  a  two- 
story  boarding-house.  This  building  was  torn  down  to  make 
way  lor  the  road  to  the  station  when  the  railroad  was  built. 

The  only  road  to  this  mill  was  on  the  south  bank  of  tlie 
river  from  the  turnpike,  passing  in  front  of  what  is  now  Calley 
&  Currier's  crutch  factory,  and  where  how  stands  the  saw-mill 
of  il.  If.  llutcliinson. 

The  power  to  carry  the  machuiery  was  furnished  by  an  old- 
Inshioned  overshot  wheel.  The  wool  used  here  was  purchased 
in  this  vicinity,  but  its  cotton  and  other  supplies  were  brought 
by  teams  Irom  Boston, 

The  mill  had  run  only  a  year,  or  a  little  more,  on  cassi- 
meres,    when   the  company   lailcd.     In   December,    1838,   tlie 
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property  was  sold  at  sheriff's  sale,  and  John  S.  Bryant  was  the 
purchaser.  This  gentleman  and  Henry  Kidder  then  continued 
the  business  some  two  or  three  years,  when  Kidder  became 
involved  financially,  and  I^vi  Rartlett  l>ccauie  connected  with 
it.  lu  all,  it  was  rnn  only  about  five  years.  The  machinery 
was  removed,  and  the  bnildiuR  remained  idle  (or  many  years, 
the  tartlet  for  every  l»oy  in  town  until  not  a  lijjhl  o(  glass  was 
left  in  it. 

About  1S65,  the  Merrimack  Hosiery  Co.  utilized  this  mill 
for  the  manufacture  of  hosiery.  David  H.  Rice  was  the  super- 
intendent, and  William  A.  Rice  was  one  of  the  overseers.  The 
proprietors  never  resided  in  town  and,  about  1873,  business  was 
discontinued  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  company.  Again  the 
machinery  was  removed  from  town. 

In  iSyB,  David  Mason  and  K.  D.  Mossman  commenced  here 
the  manufaeture  of  wood  pulp,  William  A.  Herry  succeeded 
Mr.  Mossman  in  February,  1881,  and  the.  Mason-Perkins  Paper 
company  succeeded  Mason  &  Berry  in  February,  1891,  The 
wood  pulp  business  has  been  continued  by  this  company  till 
now.  In  the  summer  of  1883,  great  improvements  were  made  in 
the  privilege,  the  wheel-pit  was  sunk  several  leet  in  the  solid 
Icflge,  and  two  30-inch  Hunt  wheels,  having  230  horse-))owcr, 
were  put  in.  The  mill  since  then  has  had  a  oaparily  for  grind- 
ing 2,000  cords  of  wood  per  year.  August  13,  1892,  the  two 
upper  stories  were  consumed  by  fire,  after  which  the  present 
roof  was  constructed  over  the  lower  story. 

THE    POTASH   BUSINESS 

The  first  potash  in  town  was  built  in  1780  by  Sherburn 
Tilton.  It  was  located  near  the  hc.id  of  Black  brook,  then 
known  as  "Newfound  jiond"  brook,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
lake.  New  Chester  laid  out  a  road  from  the  nutlet  of  the  lake 
to  this  i>otash  in  1792,  showing  it  was  in  o|>cration  at  that  dale. 

Ichabod  Bartlett  commenced  the  potash  business  in  Bristol 
village  soon  after  he  opened  his  store  in  Central  square,  about 
1802.  The  potash  stood  on  the  river  bank  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  what  is  now  the  library  lot.  There  were  several 
large  arch  kettles  where  he  Imiled  down  the  lye  extracted  from 
the  ashes.  This  lye,  after  l>eing  Iwik'd  snlTieienlly,  l>ccanic 
solid  when  cold  and  in  this  condition  it  was  shipjted  to  market. 
This  business  was  of  great  importance  to  this  section,  for  here 
the  farmers  exchanged  large  quantities  of  ashes,  made  in  the 
old-fashioned  fireplaces,  for  rum  and  other  necessary  merchan- 
dise at  Mr,  Bartlett's  store.  Gen.  David  Sanborn  had  charge  of 
this  potash  for  many  years, 

THK   BROWN   T.4NNERV 
On  the  south  side  of  Pleasant  .street,  east  of  Newfound  river 
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where  is  now  the  Riverside  hotel,  Robert  Brown  had  a  taiiuery 
as  early  as  1818.  In  the  first  story  of  the  east  part  of  this  hotel 
■  was  a  curry  shop,  aii<l  in  the  secoiid  story  was  a  shoe  shop 
wliurc  were  employed  Iroiii  five  to  ten  men  making  slices  for 
market.  The  tan  pits  were  between  this  building  and  the  river, 
while  the  bark-mill,  driven  by  a  wind-mill,  stood  in  the  rear. 
Robert  Brown  was  succeeded  by  his  sou,  Samuel  C,  who  did  an 
extensive  business  here  till  about  1851,  when  he  bought  the 
Kendall  saw-mill  on  Lake  street  and  removed  his  business 
there.  The  old  curry  shop  remained  vacant  many  years,  till  it 
was  made  into  a  dwelling-house.  It  was  partially  destrovcd  by 
fire,  Oct.  28,  1882. 

The  pray  tannery 

Where  is  now  the  stone-crushing  plant  on  Lake  street,  a 
saw-mill  was  erected  by  Joshua  T.  Kendall,  in  ^849,  and 
o|)cratcd  by  him  a  year  or  two.  It  wa."!  then  j)iirchasc<l  hy  Sani- 
nol  C.  Itrowu,  who  fille<l  it  up  as  a  tannery,  and  manufactured 
leather  till  1854,  when  he  removed  to  the  west.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Guslavus  Bartlett  and  Warren  White,  who  con- 
tinued the  tanning  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Bartlett  & 
White,  till  1869,  when  they  sold  to  Ebenezer  K.  Pray.  Mr.  Fray 
continued  the  business  tilt  1884.  After  this  date,  it  remained 
idle  til!  Sepleml>er,  18S7,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Milo  H. 
Crosby,  agent,  who  commenced  in  January,  188S,  the  nianu- 
(acturc  of  crotpict  .sets.  It  H.i'i  destroyed  hy  fire  Jan.  9,  1889, 
The  power  to  drive  the  wheels  here  and  at  the  pill-box  shop, 
adjoining  on  the  north,  was  taken  from  the  same  canal  as  the 
water  to  Innii.sh  the  jxjwcr  for  the  mill  on  Willow  street. 
After  the  fire,  the  real  estate  passed  into  the  hands  ol  Taylor  & 
Merrill,  who  sold  the  water  rights  to  the  Masou-Perkins  Paper 
company. 

PILL-nOX  SHOP 

The  old  building,  next  north  ol  the  Pray  tannery,  near  llie 
jnnclion  ol  Willow  with  Lake  street,  was  erected  about  1845 
l)y  Caleb  Becde  lor  the  manufacture  of  house  finish.  He  con- 
tinued to  use  it  for  this  purpose  about  five  years.  At  the  same 
time,  the  second  story  was  used  by  Tucker  &  Weymouth  for  the 
manufacture  of  pill-boxes  from  wood,  and  it  was  for  this  reason 
that  the  building  was  called  the  pill-box  shop.  The  Mr.  Wey- 
mouth of  this  firm  was  A.  D.  Weymouth,  who  has  since  become 
famous  as  the  inventor  of  the  Weymouth  lathe.  The  most 
permanent  business  carried  on  here  wa.s  the  manulacture  of  Ply- 
mouth Imckskin  gloves  and  mittens,  by  Draper  &  lierry,  from 
1&58  till  1865. 

WILLOW  STREET   HILI^S 

The  first  mill  on  Willow  street  was  a  satinet  factory  about 
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40  X  60  feet,  two  stories  high,  built  in  184a.  Jesse  George 
appears  to  have  been  the  owner  in  1843,  when  the  real  estate 
was  assessed  at  $660,  and  S.  S.  Worthing  was  manufacturing 
satinets,  and  was  assessed  for  $650  stoct  in  trade.  Mr.  Worth- 
ing carried  on  the  business  in  1844  and  1845.  In  1846,  Kimball 
8c.  Co,  were  in  business  here,  and  S.  S.  and  Amos  H.  Worth- 
ing in  1847.  Reuben  Rollins  came  into  pos.scssion  in  1847,  and 
was  operating  the  mill  in  1848,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  next  year,  the  privilege  was  sold  for  taxes.  Levi  Bartlett 
was  the  purchaser,  paying  $2.54  taxes  and  $4.79  costs. 

In  1H52,  David  Mason  and  George  W.  Dow  erected  a  mill 
here  for  the  manufacture  of  strawboard,  and  did  a  large  and 
prosperous  biisines.s,  Mr.  Dow  retired  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  Mr.  Mason  conlinued  the  business  till  1872,  when  he  sold 
to  Mason,  Perkins  &  Co.  The  present  pulp-mill  was  buih  in 
1889,  by  the  last  named  company.  Four  hands  are  employed 
here,  and  about  one  ton  of  pulp  per  day  is  made.  The  water 
for  this  privilege  is  taken  from  a  dam  on  Newfound  river  about 
twenty-five  or  thirty  rods  distant,  and  brought  to  the  mill  in  a 
canal.  This  canal  was  enlarged  in  i38cj  so  as  to  take  all  the 
water  of  the  river  at  a  low  stage. 

DODOK-DAVIS  MANUFACTURING  CO.'S  MII.I, 
The  wooleu-niiU  of  the  Dodge-Davis  Manufacturing  com- 
pany is  located  one  mile  northwest  of  Central  square  on 
Lake  street.  The  first  mill  erected  here  was  a  paper-mill,  built, 
in  1857,  by  Daniel  S.  Mason,  David  Mason,  George  W. 
Dow,  and  Calvin  Swett,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mason,  Swett  & 
Co.  Mr.  Swett  retired  about  1858,  and  the  firm  name  became 
D,  &  D.  S.  Mason  &  Co.  These  firms  made  while  paiicr  and 
this  business  was  continued  till  October,  1862,  when  the  milt 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  1863,  Mr.  Dow  erected  aiioUier 
building,  42  X  73  feet,  three  stories  including  a  basement, 
and  here  John  H.  Musgrove  manufactured  shirts  and  drawers 
for  a  year  or  two  under  the  name  of  the  Granite  State  company. 
Here  he  first  made,  of  knit  cloth,  as  an  experiment,  an  oulside 
garment  called  a  "Cardigan  jacket,"  named  from  Cardigan 
mountain,  and  a  few  were  put  on  sale  at  the  store  of  George  M. 
Cavis.  They  were  received  with  so  much  favor  that  others  were 
made  for  the  Boston  market,  and  this  was  the  origin  of  the  Car- 
digan jackets  that  have  been  made  and  worn  in  such  countless 
numbers  all  over  the  Union. 

In  [865,  Benj.  F.  Holden  came  to  Bristol  from  West  Con- 
cord and  associated  himself  with  Geo.  W.  Dow,  under  the  finn 
name  of  Dow  &  Holden,  for  the  manufacture  of  shaker  flannels. 
In  1867,  or  the  early  part  of  1808,  Mr.  Dow  withdrew  and  the 
firm  became  Holden  &  Co.,  the  finn  consisting  of  Benj.  F, 
Iloldeu,  Benj.  F.  Holden,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  li.  Holden.     They 
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cotitiiiiied  business  here  till  Mny,  1883,  running  two  sets  of  cards 
and  giving  employiuent  to  forty  hands. 

Ill  May,  188,1,  Dodge,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Enfield,  bought  the 
mill  with  its  cquipmeiits.  Work  was  at  once  Ijegnn  lo  improve 
and  enlarge  the  mill  and  in  March,  1885,  the  company  moved 
three  sets  of  machinery  here  from  Enfield.  Further  extensions 
to  the  mills  were  made  in  1887,  1890,  1895,  and  igoo,  when  the 
floor  space  was  60,500  feet  with  eleven  sets  of  machinery  and 
cqiiipincnts  including  a  complete  electric  lighting  plant,  all 
driven  by  a  200-lior.'ic-]>owcr  watcr-wlicel.  At  the  east  end  of 
the  dam  is  a  repair  shop  equipped  with  iron-  and  wood-working 
and  box-making  machinery,  driven  by  a  35-hor5e-power  water- 
wheel  and  lighted  by  electricity.  Storehouses  with  17,300  feet 
o(  floor  space  and  liouses  with  eight  tenements  for  employees 
have  also  been  built.  The  mills  are  protected  from  fire  by  a 
sprinkler  system  internally  and  hydrants  outside  which  are  con- 
nected with  tlic  town  water  system,  and  arc  also  supplied  from 
a  powerful  fire  pump. 

The  mills  employ  about  one  hundred  hands  with  a  pay-roU 
o(  about  $750  per  week.  The  production  is  750,000  yards  anuu- 
ally,  mostly  the  finest  white  flannels,  made  from  the  choicest  wool 
grown,  and  the  reputation  of  these  goods  stands  second  to  none  in 
this  country.  The  goods  are  sold  direct,  mostly  to  large  retailers, 
one  salesman  traveling  from  the  mill  and  another  having  head- 
quarters in  Chicago.  The  partnership  of  Doilge,  Davis  &  Co. 
was  merged  iiili)  tlic  eor|Kirntiiin  of  Dwlge- Davis  Man  niacin  ring 
company  in  October,  1887,  with  practically  the  same  ownership 
and  management.  Mr.  Dodge  wa.s  president  of  tlie  company 
tillhis  death,  in  February,  1897.  Since  then  the  officers  have  been 
H.  C.  Whipple,  president  and  treasurer;  Fred  A.  Spencer, 
assistant  treasurer,  and  Chas.  W.  Fling,  secretary. 

Mr.  Dodge  resided  in  Bristol  from  May,  1883,  to  Novem- 
ber, 1884,  when  he  returned  to  Enfield,  though  he  was  iu  town 
more  or  less  thereafter  in  connection  with  the  business  in  which 
he  had  a  deep  interest,  Mr,  Davis  never  resided  in  town,  only 
coming  here  as  business  required.  Mr,  Whipple  came  to  town 
from  Enfield,  in  November,  1884,  and  Mr.  Spencer  in  1S86. 

TRAIN-SMITH  CO.'S   PAPBR-MILI.  SITE 

Tlie  site  ol  the  Train-Smith  company's  mill  was  first  utilized 
lor  manufacturing  pnriwses  in  1866,  when  Charles  N.  Drake  and 
Col.  Samuel  H.  Kolliiis  erected  a  saw-mill.  They  operated  this 
mill  till  the  spring  ol  1867,  when  Benj.  F.  Perkins,  who  came  to 
Bristol  from  New  Hampton,  and  Geo.  Z.  Collins,  of  Boston,  pur- 
chased it  and  converted  it  into  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  straw- 
Iward.  The  name  of  the  new  firm  was  B.  F.  Perkins  &  Co,  In 
the  fall  of  that  year,  Burlcy  M.  Ames  bought  a  third  interest, 
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and  a  year  later  Mr.  Collins  sold  his  interest  to  liis  partners,  wlio 
continued  the  business. 

In  1871,  the  firm  of  Mason,  Perkins  &  Co.,  spoken  of  else- 
where, was  formed  and  Mr.  Perkins  sold  his  interest  tn  this 
business  to  Robert  M.  Mason,  and  Ames  &  Mason  continued 
the  business  three  or  four  years,  when  Ames  sold  his  interest  to 
George  M.  Woosler.  The  firm  then  become  Mason  &  Woosler, 
and  the  new  firm  continued  the  business  till  it  sold  to  the 
New  Hampshire  Pulp  and  Paper  company  in  1882.  In  1885, 
Train,  Smith  &  Co.  succeeded  to  this  property  by  foreclosure 
of  mortgage,  and  have  continued  the  mnnulaclnre  of  paper 
till  now. 

In  the  summer  of  18S6,  Train,  Smith  &  Co.  built  what  is 
now  the  main  building  of  this  mill,  being  an  nddilton  to  the 
engine  room  56  x  40  feet,  one  story,  with  a  basement  and  attic. 
This  addition  made  the  engine  room  40  x  1 13  feet.  An  addition 
to  the  engine  room  was  abo  made  of  40  feet,  making  that  room 
35  X  140.  Connected  with  the  main  building  was  a  tower  17  x  18 
feet,  75  feet  high.  A  new  Hunt  wheel  of  225  horse-power  was 
put  in,  the  raceway  chaiuiel  was  sunk  five  feet  and  other 
improvements  made.  The  water-power  is  supplemented  with  a 
steam  engine  of  eighty  horse-power. 

In  1900,  the  company  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
the  Train-Smith  company.  The  production  of  this  mill  is  about 
six  tons  of  manila  paper  and  newspaper  per  day. 

This  mill  is  supplied  with  an  electric  plant  of  its  own,  and 
for  fire  extinguishing  purposes  is  connected  with  the  Bristol 
Aqueduct  company  and  provided  with  automatic  sprinklers  and 
lire  pump. 

From  the  coming  of  Train,  Smith  &  Co.  to  town,  Charleii 
A.  I^ucas  has  been  superintendent  of  the  business. 

NORTH    KNIl  GKIST-MII.I, 

In  1867,  Samuel  H.  Rollins  and  Charles  N.  Drake,  having 
sold  the  saw-mill  and  privilege  where  is  now  the  Train-Smith 
company  paper-mill,  purchased  the  water  privilege  next  above 
and  erected  a  building  for  a  grist-mill  and  claplK>ard-niill. 
After  a  time,  Mr,  Drake  retired  and  Mr.  Rollins  conliuuod  to 
o|x:ralc  the  grist-mill  with  two  run  of  stone  til)  Taylor  &  Sou 
leased  the  property  and  engaged  in  llie  grain  business  in  1873. 
They  added  another  run  of  stone.  Henry  A,  Taylor  withdrew 
from  the  company,  P.  C.  Shaw,  of  Sanbornton,  taking  his  place, 
and  the  firm  name  became  Taylor  &  Shaw.  They  were  in  busi- 
ness till  the  fall  of  1877,  and  were  succeeded  by  R.  B.  Locke 
who  operated  the  mill  for  a  time.  He  was  succeeded  by  Ariel 
H.  George,  who  was  in  business  here  till  sometime  in  1883. 

In  1878.  Mr.  Rollins  sold  the  real  estate  to  Burlcy  M.  Ames, 
and  two  years  later  Mr.  Ames  sold  to  William  C.  Kelley,  of 
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Alexandria,  who  operated  the  mill  from  about  1 883  till  the  spring 
of  1888,  when  he  sold  the  real  estate  and  business  to  the  Train- 
Smith  company,  ,  This  company  operated  the  mill  till  May  i, 
1893,  when  Fred  W.  Dingham  leased  it  and  continued  the  busi- 
ness for  two  years.  A  few  months  later  Louis  S.  Robie  hired 
the  mill  and  is  still  prosecuting  the  grain  business  here.  He 
grinds  about  25,000  bushels  o(  com  each  year  and  also  does  a 
lai^e  business  in  flour,  hay,  wood,  and  lumber. 

TIIK    MASON-PRKKINS  PAPltR-MILL 

The  Mason-Vcrkiin;  pat>cr-niill  is  located  about  one  and  onc- 
fonrth  miles  nortli  o(  Central  square.  In  187 1,  or  January,  187a, 
the  firm  of  Mason,  Perkins  &  Co.  was  formed,  consisting  of  David 
Mason  and  Benjamin  P.  Perkins,  of  Bristol ;  Nathan  H.  Weeks, 
of  Plymouth,  and  James  Flanders,  of  New  Hampton.  This  com- 
pany erected,  in  1872,  the  present  brick  mill,  and  commenced 
the  inannfacture  ol  paper  in  January,  following.  Mr.  Flanders 
withdrew  from  the  company  a  year  or  two  later.  This  company 
was  incorporated  July  7,  1886,  under  the  name  of  the  Mason- 
Perkins  Paper  company. 

Improvements  and  additions  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time;  but  the  most  extensive  was  in  1891,  when  the  mill  was 
shut  down  five  months  and  large  additions  to  the  buildings  and 
machinery  were  made.  The  present  buildings  include  a  bleach 
and  boiler-room,  50x40  feet;  an  engine-room,  with  basement 
and  ntlic,  80  x  44  ;  machine-room  witli  basement,  130  x  35,  mak- 
ing a  continuous  building  260  feet  in  length.  Besides  this, 
there  is  one  storehouse,  three  stories,  73  x  35  feet ;  a  storehouse, 
two  slorics,  60  X  30  feet,  and  oilier  buildings,  giving  in  all  floor 
space  of  about  36,000  square  feet. 

This  mill  is  provided  with  the  most  modern  machinery. 
The  class  of  goods  made  has  been  mostly  colored  poster  paper 
and  white  news.  The  output  ol  paper  is  from  five  to  six  tons 
l>er  day.  and  employment  is  given  to  twenty-five  hands.  For 
protection  against  fire  it  is  provided  with  a  sy.stem  of  automatic 
.sprinklcrK,  has  a  slcani  Tire  pump  with  a  capacity  of  750  gallons 
per  minute,  a  private  reservoir,  and  hydrants  connected  with 
the  Bristol  Aqueduct  company. 

Hon.  B.  F.  Perkins  was  manager  and  treasurer  of  this  com- 
pany till  1897,  when  he  retired.    Frank  P.  Fields  was  elected  to 
take  his  place  and  has  continued  till  the  present. 
KI.KCTRIC    LIGHT    POWICR-STATION 

The  water-power  where  is  now  the  power-house  of  the 
Bristol  Electric  Light  company  was  first  utilized  in  1836,  by 
Joseph  Rollins,  who  built  a  saw-mill  a  few  rods  north  of  this 
site.  Tradition  says  that  Ebenezer  Kendall  was  associated  with 
him  lor  a  time.     Samuel  H.  Rollins  became  identified  with  the 
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business  m  1841,  which  was  continued  by  Joseph  and  Samuel 
H.  Rollins  till  about  1865,  when  the  latter  retired.  Joseph  Rol- 
lins continued  the  same  till  1869,  when  Charles  W.  Balchelder 
came  into  possession.  He  was  succeeded,  about  1871,  by 
Nathaniel  it.  Batchelder,  who  operated  tlic  saw-mill  (or  (nur 
or  five  years,  and  uiauufncttircd  sleighs,  lie  was  succeodcd  by 
SanlKirn  Sc  llrown,  or  by  SaiilKini,  b'^rrest  tt  llmwii,  In  iS^fi, 
who  prosecuted  the  lumber  bnsiuess  here  atxiut  three  years, 
and  were  succeeded  by  E.  D.  Crosby  &  Co.,  Taylor  &  Merrill, 
and  they,  in  1889,  by  Capt.  J.  W.  Saunders,  who  paid  $2,000 
for  the  mill  and  privilege.  In  1896,  Capt.  Saunders  sold  to  N. 
B.  Cloutman,  of  Alexandria,  aud  he  in  turn  sold  to  the  Bristol 
Electric  Light  company,  in  1898.  This  company  removed  tbe 
saw-mill  and  old  wooden  dam  and  erected  tbe  present  dam  with 
stone  abutments,  and  tbe  brick  power-house,  which  cost  with 
equipments  about  $20, coo, 

NORTH   BRISTOI, 

As  early  as  1804.  there  was  a  saw-mill  at  North  Bristol  on 
tbe  east  branch  of  the  river.  It  was  reached  by  the  road 
described  elsewhere  as  laid  out  in  1801.  It  was  evidently  a 
temporary  affair  and  ceased  to  be  used  alter  a  few  years. 

In  1821,  IU>enei'-er  Kendall  moved  (rom  Hebron  to  North 
Bristol,  and  at  once  commenced  the  erection  of  a  saw-mill  on  the 
site  of  the  one  spoken  of  above.  Tbe  bricks  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  mill  were  made  in  Hebron  and  taken  from  there 
to  the  foot  of  the  lake  in  a  rowboat,  by  Mr.  Kendall.  The  next 
spring,  he  was  taxed  for  $20  invested  in  mills  at  this  point. 
The  appraisal  was  increased  each  year  till  1833,  when  the  value 
of  thejnill  was  assessed  at  $1,200. 

In  1815,  Hezekiah  Peck  put  in  operation  immediately  below 
the  saw-mill,  a  grist-mill,  and  the  next  year  Daniel  Darling 
came  to  this  hamlet  and  added  a  carding-mill  to  the  industry  of 
the  place.  The  building  for  tbe  carding-mill  stood  on  tbe  west 
bank  of  tbe  east  branch  of  the  river,  on  the  north  side  of  tbe 
street  running  at  right  angles  with  what  is  now  Lake  street.  To 
tbe  carding  business  was  soon  after  added  that  of  lulling  cloth. 
Jacob  N.  Darling  was  engaged  in  this  business  in  1834,  and  he 
was  succeeded,  iu  1835,  by  William  Chase,  who  continued  llie 
business  till  1840,  or  later. 

In  1827,  Rev.  Walter  Sleeper  was  operating  the  grist-mill. 
He  was  succeeded,  about  1830,  by  Reuben  Allen  and  John 
Allen,  and  they  by  Abram  Gates,  about  1833. 

In  1837  or  the  early  part  of  1838,  David  Chase  moved  from 
Loudon  to  North  Bristol  and  purchased  the  grist-mill.  At  this 
time,  there  was  a  coru-mill  and  a  flour  bolt  here.  He  added  a 
rye  bolt  and  made  other  improvements,  and  operated  the  mill 
till  1845.     ICbenezer  Kendall  operated  tbe  saw-mill   till    1835, 
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wlicii  lio  solfl  to  Itlakc  I'owlur,  mid  lie,  in  turn;  sold  to  David 
Fowler,  liis  tattler.  David  Powler  was  operating  the  mill  iu  the 
early  part  of  1839,  and  a  few  months  later  sold  to  J.  F.  &  J. 
T.  Kendall,  who  after  two  years  sold  to  Kendall  &  Willey,  and 
they  to  Locke  &  Drake.  Two  years  later.  Philip  S.  Drake 
retired,  and  Levi  Locke  became  the  sole  proprietor  and  operated 
the  mill  till  he  sold  to  the  Winaepesaukee  Lake  Cotton  and 
Woolen  Maimlacturiiig  company,  in  1846. 

Alter  disposing  of  his  saw-mill,  in  1835,  Kbenezer  Kendall 
gave  his  allciilinii  to  tlic  erection  b[  a  woolen-mill  farther  down 
the  stream.  This  building  was  about  60  x  35  feet,  two  stories, 
and  basement,  and  was  designed  for  a  three-set  mill.  It  was 
completed  about  1837,  and  was  first  occupied  by  Simeon  Wad- 
Icigli  for  the  nmnutacture  of  satinets.  He  was  succeeded,  about 
1840,  by  Ladd  &  Buswell,  and  they  by  Atigusttis  M.  Steeper. 
In  1845,  Clark  &  Waterworth  were  in  business  here,  and  tliey 
were  followed,  in  1S50,  by  Nat.  G.  Chase,  and  he,  by  Stephen 
I'hilbrick,  in  1853.  In  t86o,  Lucius  C.  Alexander  and  Don  P. 
Alexander  came  from  Nashua  and  manufactured  satinets  till 
1864,  wlieu  they  were  succeeded  by  Henry  S.  Beckford  and  his 
son,  Benjamin  P.,  who  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  frocking. 
In  December,  1865,  Lieut.  W.  A.  Beckford  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  yarns,  using  one  set  of  cards  for  the  purpose, 
while  his  father  and  brother  were  making  frocking.  In  1867, 
Dow  &  Renne  succeeded  the  Bccklords  and  continued  tlie  mak- 
ing of  Irockitig,  and  this  business  was  continued  by  A.  &  W. 
11..  Williams,  in  1869.  or  a  little  later.  Frank  M.  Beckford 
niaiiufiicturcd  yarns  here  in  the  early  eighties.  The  mill  was 
destroyed  by  fire  Apr.  17,  1886,  and  the  privilege  was  purchased 
by  Traiu.  Smith  &  Co. 

About  1845,  North  Bristol,  then  generally  known  as  Slab 
City,  enjoyed  its  greatest  prosperity.  Indeed,  it  vied  with 
Bristol  village  in  the  amount  of  business  done.  Iu  addition  to 
the  industries  above  named,  alt  of  whicti  were  in  full  operation 
and  giving  employment  to  forty  or  fifty  hands,  there  was  in 
oiwralion  on  ttie  south  side  of  tlie  street,  east  of  the  bridge  over 
the  west  ctiannel,  a  cabinet  shop  operated  by  James  Clough,  a 
deaf  mute.  The  power  for  this  shop  was  taken  from  a  dam 
across  the  west  chanucl.  Opposite,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
highway,  was  the  blacksmith  shop  of  Horatio  Kelley,  and  a 
cooper  shop.  There  were  three  dwelling-tiouses  on  the  south 
side  of  the  liighway  between  the  two  streams,  a  two-story  board- 
ing-house on  tlie  east  side  of  the  highway  opposite  the  sawmill, 
a  small  dwelling-house  just  below  the  grist-mill,  a  bam  in  the 
middle  of  what  is  now  l^ake  street  just  south  o(  the  first  bridge, 
and  a  shoe  shop,  kept  by  Isaac  Allen,  that  stood  on  tlie  side  of 
the  bluff  near  the  barn.  Of  all  these  buildings  not  one  remains, 
and  none  tiave  taken  their  places.     The  causes  that  contributed 
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to  tile  wipiiig'out  of  the  business  of  this  hamlet  were  the  fact 
that  the  coming  of  the  Tailroad  to  Bristol  village  made  that  a 
more  important  center  oi  trade  and  business,  and  especially  the 
purchase  of  the  saw-mill,  grist-mill,  and  other  property  by  the 
Winnepesaukee  Lake  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manf.  company,  the 
only  object  of  this  company  being  the  control  of  the  water  of  the 
lake.  But  little  business  was  done  at  the  saw-mill  or  gnst-mill 
after  this  company  came  into  possession,  and  these  mills  were 
destroyed  by  fire,  about  1B60,  while  operated  by  Thomas  P. 
Nutting.  To-day,  hardly  a  stone  remains  to  mark  their  site. 
At  the  west  end  oi  the  street,  there  are  still  standing  and  occu- 
pied about  a  dozen  residences,  most  of  which  were  erected 
during  the  period  of  the  business  prosperity  of  this  hitinlet. 

On  llie  completion  of  the  stone  dnni  al  Ihu  oiitk-l  of  the  late, 
a  saw-mill  was  erected  at  that  point  tliat  was  operated  by 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  dam.  The  two-story  house  here  was 
formerly  one  of  the  three  houses  that  stood  on  the  south  side  of 
the  street  at  North  Bristol  village.  Thomas  Miizzey  occupied 
this  house  for  some  years,  had  charge  of  the  dam  and  operated 
the  mill.  He  was  succeeded  by  J.  Reudnll  Slcejwr,  wlio  con- 
tinued iu  charge  till  the  mill  was  removed  a  few  years  ago. 

HOORR'S  HIIJ,S 

The  hamlet  called  Moore's  mills  ts  located  on  the  Pemige- 
wBsset  river,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  township.  Knos 
Brown  and  Joseph  Brown  erected  a  saw-mill  and  grist-mill  here 
in  1829.  To  turn  the  water  into  the  flume  of  the  mill  they 
erected  a  wing  dam,  but  this  arrangement  was  unsatisfactory. 
Knos  Brown  sold  his  interest  to  Rufus  G.  Lewis,  of  New  Hamp- 
ton, and  the  new  firm  built  a  dam  of  logs  across  the  stream. 
This  dam  stood  a  year  or  two  and  was  then  carried  down  the 
stream  by  a  frcsliL-t.  Nicholas  Dolliitf  snccLidccl  Mr,  Lewis 
about  1833,  and  built  a  new  dam  which  was  partially  destroyed 
by  an  ice  freshet  five  years  later.  The  dam  was  repaired  and 
work  continued.  Associated  with  Nicholas  DoHoff  were  Joseph 
Brown,  Joseph  Moore,  and  Daniel  S.  Mason. 

The  saw-mill  was  equipped  with  three  upright  saws,  a 
shingle-mill  and  a  clapboard -in  ill,  and  was  run  day  and  night  a 
portion  of  the  time.  I*'rom  500,000  to  800,000  feci  of  lumlKr 
were  sawed  annually,  nearly  all  of  which  was  sent  down  river 
in  rafts  to  market.  For  some  years,  sash  and  doors  were  also 
manufactured  here.  The  grist-mill  had  several  run  of  stone  and 
was  operated  for  some  years  by  Ariel  H.  George,  who  was  later 
a  miller  for  many  years  in  Bristol  village. 

When  business  was  at  its  height  employment  was  given  to 
about  twenty-five  hands;  there  were  eight  houses  nearby,  and 
the  population  of  the  hamlet  nnnibered  seven ty -fi ve ;  a  large 
school  was  sustained,  and  Maj.  Daniel  Tirrell  kept  a  country 
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store.  But  little  sawing  was  done  after  the  railroad  reached 
Bristol  village  and,  about  1850,  work  entirely  ceased.  To-day, 
three  or  lour  farmhouses  are  all  that  remain  of  this  bustling 
conini  unity. 

PROPIL-B   FALLS 

Profile  Falls  is  a  hamlet  on  Smith's  river,  about  two  miles 
south  oi  Bristol  village.  It  was  formerly  spoken  of  as  the  foot 
of  the  mountain,  sometimes  as  South  Bristol.  Soon  after  Byron 
B.  Tobie  became  a  resident  here,  in  the  early  nineties,  he  dis- 
covered an  excellent  profile  on  one  of  the  Icdfjes  and  accordingly 
named  the  falls  and  the  village,  Profile  Falls.  The  name  was 
euphonious  and  appropriate  and  kindly  received  by  the  public. 
Mr.  Tobie  opened  a  store  here,  secured  the  establishment  of  a 
post-office,  and  was  the  postmaster.  The  store  and  post-ofEce 
were  discontinued  when  he  left  town  in  May,  1900.  The  ham- 
let now  consists  of  a  schoolhouse,  an  excelsior  mill,  and  seven  or 
eight  dwellings. 

Profile  Falls  is  a  part  of  Lot  71,  First  Division.  This  lot 
enibrace<l  the  falls  on  Smith's  river,  and  was  deeded  to  Maj. 
John  Totlord  on  condition  that  he  should  erect  a  saw-inill  and 
grist-mill  on  this  stTeam  within  six  years  from  May  19,  1767. 
Joshua  ToHord  appears  to  have  succeeded  John  Tolford  in  the 
ownership  oi  this  lot  and  to  have  settled  here  as  early  as  1769. 
He  erected  mills  as  early  as  specified  in  the  grant,  being  taxed 
for  mills  in  the  first  tax-list  of  the  town,  in  1773. 

The  first  bridge  acro-ss  Smith's  river  spanned  the  stream  at 
the  head  of  the  falls.  Just  west  of  the  north  end  of  this  bridge 
stood,  in  the  early  days  of  the  town,  a  .school  ho  use,  and  west  of 
the  schoolhouse  the  first  mills  —  a  saw-mill  and  a  grist-mill. 

About  1780,  John  Smith  became  the  owner  of  these  mills, 
and  later  added  a  clothing-  and  carding- mill,  the  first  of  the  kind 
in  this  section.  There  is  a  tradition  that  the  first  mills  and  the 
first  bridge  were  swept  away  by  a  freshet ;  hut,  if  so,  all  must 
have  been  rebuilt  on  the  old  sites,  for  the  bridge  was  destroyed 
by  fire  about  1800,  and  the  mills  that  stood  near-by  were  in 
operation  till  the  freshet  of  1826,  when  they  were  carried  down 
stream.  At  this  time,  they  were  owned  by  Robert  Smith,  a  son 
of  John  Smith,  who  rebuilt  all  except  the  clothing-mill,  but  on 
new  sites.  The  grist-mill  was  erected  where  is  now  the  saw- 
mill, or  excelsior- mi  11 ;  half  way  up  the  hill,  near  the  canal,  was 
located  the  claplKiard-niill,  and  above  this  was  place<l  the  saw- 
mill. The  dam  to  turn  the  water  into  the  canal  was  across  (he 
stream  at  the  head  of  the  falls,  just  below  the  site  of  the  first 
bridge.  To  remove  a  ledge  when  constructing  the  canal,  huge 
fires  were  built  on  it,  heating  the  rock,  and  then  water  was  poured 
on,  thus  causing  it  to  crumble.  The  first  shingle-mill  in  this 
section  was  put  into  the  clapboard -in  ill,  and  its  automatic  work 
was  thought  to  be  something  wonderful. 
25a 
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The  grist-mill  contained  three  run  of  stone,  a  wheat  bolt 
and  a  rye  bolt,  for  in  those  days  all  the  flour  used  was  made 
from  wheat  or  rye  grown  in  this  section.  The  grist-mill  was  in 
operation  as  late  as  1843.  Robert  Smith  continued  to  own  and 
operate  these  mills  till  1 840,  or  later ;  but  John  Hastings  operated 
the  saw-mill  from  1830  till  1835.  From  18.15,  the  saw-mill  was 
operated  a  year  or  two  at  a  time  by  J.  T.  McMurphy,  Al)el 
Batclielder,  Levi  H.  Sleeper,  Ebeiiezer  Wells,  Capt.  Moses  San- 
bom,  and  others.     It  was  last  used  in  1843. 

From  1834  till  1S36,  another  shingle-mill  was  operated  by 
Charles  Buntin  and  Samuel  Galley,  in  a  building  that  stood  near 
the  present  bridge  over  Smith's  river." 

John  Merrill  and  Bphraini  Merrill  had  a  tannery  on  the  fiat 
a  few  rods  west  of  the  pre-scnt  highway.  The  reninins  of  the 
pits  can  still  be  seen.  This  tannery  was  established  about  1803, 
and  was,  without  doubt,  the  first  tannery  in  Bristol.  In  March, 
1833,  it  was  advertised  for  sale  in  the  //at>  Hampshire  Patriot  by 
Joshua  Smith,  and  was  described  as  "a  tan  house  and  yard, 
good  water  privilege  and  farm,  a  few  rods  from  grist-mill,  saw- 
mill, shingle-mill,  and  clapboard-mill." 

Eastman's  saw-mill,  so  called,  situated  a  mile  west  of  Pro- 
file Falls,  was  built  about  1858,  by  Enoch  and  Henry  Rolfe,  of 
Hill.  Ezekiel  Kastiimn  was  taxed  lor  this  property  from  1859 
till  1863.  Frederick  H.  Bartlett  then  became  the  owner  of  this 
property  and  the  mills  at  Profile  Palls.  About  1870,  he  took  the 
Eastman  mill  down  and  used  the  material  in  the  construction  of 
the  present  saw-mill  at  Profile  Falls.  He  disposed  of  the  old 
grist-mill  by  setting  It  on  fire  and  allowing  the  Aames  to  con- 
sume it. 

Elijah  Sanborn  succeeded  Mr.  Bartlett,  being  first  taxed 
for  this  property  in  1873,  nnd  he  continued  to  operate  thej saw- 
mill a  portion  of  each  year  till  sncceedcd  by  B.  B.  Tobie.  Mar- 
shall Ballon  nianulactnred  picker-sticks  here  from  1877  till  1885, 
when  he  removed  to  the  village.  Since  November,  1898,  the 
saw-mill  has  been  utilized  by  Solon  S.  Southard  for  the  manu- 
facture of  excelsior. 

OTHER  MANUFACTURES 

ThcophiUis  Sniitxini  had  a  tannery,  ns  early  as  1806,  on  the 

'  This  mill  waa  operated  by  tlic  waste  water  from  the  grist-mill,  and 
the  owners  of  the  two  mills  got  into  a  difficulty  over  its  nse.  Robert 
Smith  attempted  to  turn  the  water  in  such  a  way  as  to  wash  away  the 
dam  that  tnrned  the  water  to  Buntin  &  Galley's  mill.  This  caused  a  per- 
sonal eucouuter,  during  which  Smith  struck  Calley,  and  Calley  ducked 
Smith  into  the  dnm  and  held  Ilia  hend  under  water  till  Mr,  Itiiiitin,  fear- 
ful of  results,  intL-rfered.  Mr.  Smith  wus  a  justice  of  the  pe.ice,  and 
fearing  that  Mr.  Buntin  might  bring  hii  action  agaiust  him,  forestalled 
him  by  entering  a  complaint  against  himself  for  assault.  He  heard  the 
cose  as  JDslice  and  lined  hiuiselfone  dollar. 
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east  side  of  the  liigliway,  opposite  liis  residence  oii  New  Chester 
mountain,  just  above  where  Mrs.  John  W,  Sanborn  now  resides. 
The  bark  was  ground  by  horse-power. 

Jonathan  Merrill  and  his  son,  Morris,  had  a  small  tannery 
in  tlie  ravine  west  of  the  highway,  near  the  residence  ol  the  lat- 
ter, where  the  late  James  A,  Curtice  resided. 

Between  1815  and  i8ao,  there  was  a  saw-mill  on  Danforth's 
brook,  near  the  Danforth  house,  and  about  the  same  time  Joseph 
Drowti  had  a  cabinet-shop  near  the  present  residence  of  Solon 
Dollolf. 

Jeremiah  Ilcan  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pottery  ou 
Hemlock  brook,  in  the  thirties. 

In  a  small  building  that  stood  ou  the  west  side  of  South 
Main  street,  near  the  stone  water! ug-tro ugh,  Wells  Forbes 
made,  in  the  early  forties,  wooden  clocks.  Later,  between  1844 
and  1848,  seraphines  were  made  here  by  Qaton  &  Crockett, 
Katoii  ik  Itoyulon,  and  by  Cyrii.s  P.  Uaton. 

Klijah  Sanborn  mauuFactnred  bricks  at  Profile  Falls  for 
several  years. 

In  the  late  forties,  Thomas  Ordway  had  a  brick  yard  west 
of  Newfound  river,  north  of  Willow  street. 

From  1848  till  1851,  N.  W.  Ingraham  had  a  cooper  shop  on 
Lake  street,  near  Edward  P.  Sawyer's  residence,  and  manufac- 
tured hogshead  staves  for  market. 

Eben  Seaver  manufactured  carriages  on  Lake  street,  from 
May,  1884,  till  his  death  iu  1898. 
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BUBR50N  S  BLOCK 

The  first  habitation  lu  the  vicinity  of  Central  square  was  a 
log  cabin,  erected  in  1769,  M  the  corner  of  Central  square  and 
Spring  street,  as  a  home  for  the  miller  who  tended  the  first  grist- 
mill in  town.  A.  more  pretentious  dwelling  was  erected  later, 
which  was  occupied  by  Moses  Lewis  as  early  as  1790.  Soon 
after,  he  opened,  in  a  building  just  north  of  his  dwelling-house, 
the  first  store  in  Bristol,  and  here  he  continued  in  tmde  for 
twenty  years.  In  1797,  lie  erected  a  two-story  residence,  which 
now  constitutes  the  second  and  third  stories  of  Gmerson's  block. 

This  building;  wns  hslhI  as  a  rcsiilcncc  till  nlxiut  1869,  wlioii 
George  H.  Moore  opened  a  shoe  store  in  the  two  front  rooms. 
He  was  followed,  in  1871,  by  William  George,  who  occupied 
these  rooms  two  or  three  years.  In  1879,  George  G.  Brown, 
who  then  owned  this  property,  raised  the  building,  put  a  story 
under  it  and  added  a  French  roof.  It  was  then  used  as  a  hotel 
by  Mr.  Brown.  In  the  north  stand  Smith  D,  Fellows  was  in 
trade  as  a  dealer  in  stoves  and  tinware,  from  nlmnt  1886  till 
1889.  K.  R.  Whitlier  had  a  bakery  here  from  itl93-'97,  and  he 
was  followed  by  William  V,.  Heath,  by  A.  H.  Worthlcy,  and  by 
Mrs.  Nett'ie  B.  Cunimiugs. 

The  south  stand  was  used  as  a  boot  and  shoe  store,  1889 
till  1891,  by  Austin  H.  Roby,  who  was  succeeded  in  the  same 
business  by  Oscar  W.  Rice,  i89i-*94 ;  by  M.  M.  Harriman  & 
Co.,  by  H.  W.  T.  Norris  &  Co.,  by  George  H.  Dodge,  and  by 
Frank  Q.  Vaughan,  who  is  now  in  trade  here. 

The  basement  was  used  for  nmny  years  a.s  a  meal  market  by 
Levi  Locke  and  by  Locke  &  Jewelt.  I>r.  Arthur  V,  Doiid  has 
an  elegant  suite  of  rooms  in  the  second  story,  south  side. 

THE  ICHABOD  C,  BARTLETT  STORE 
Ichabod  C.  Bartlett  came  to  Bristol  in  iSoo,  and  soon  after 
opened  a  store  on  the  east  side  of  South  Main  street,  where  later 
stood  the  leading  tavern  in  Bristol,  and  where  now  is  Prank  W. 
Bingham's  harness  shop.  This  location  was  then  in  the  town  of 
New  Chester.     Tradition   says  that  Mr.  Bartlett   had   only  a 
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Rtiiall  stock  of  (lry-p;oods  mid  stnall  wnrcs,  but,  i  11  April,  tSoi, 
he  was  taxed  for  $100  stock  in  trade,  which  in  tliose  days  must 
have  represented  a  considerable  amount.  In  November,  1801, 
he  married  a  daughter  of  Col.  Peter  Sleeper,  and  probably  com- 
menced life  at  once  on  the  Bridgewater  side  of  the  river,  for  in 
April,  i8oz,  he  was  again  taxed  for  his  stock  of  goods  in  New 
Chester,  but  as  a  non-resident.  In  the  summer  of  1802,  he 
evidently  erected  his  first  store  in  what  is  now  Central  square,  as 
he  was  not  again  taxed  in  New  Chester.  This  store  was  a 
wooden  building  and  mooA  directly  in  front  of  the  present  brick 
store.  It  was  32  x  18  feet,  eight  feet  posted,  and  was  lighted 
by  a  window  in  the  east  end  and  one  in  front,  each  having  two 
sashes  of  twelve  lights  of  7  x  9  glass.  It  had  an  ell  1 2  x  20  feet. 
Here  Mr.  Uartlett  did  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  busi- 
ness.    In  (832,  he  erected  the  brick  part  of  the  present  store. 

Mr.  linrttett  continued  in  trade  alone  till  1837,  when  his 
sou,  Levi,  became  associated  with  him  and  business  was  con- 
tiuticd  under  the  firm  name  of  I.  C.  &  L.  liartlett  till  1833  or 
1834,  when  Giistavus  Barllett  entered  the  firm,  and  the  firm 
name  became  I.  C.  Bartlett  &  Co.  Col.  Solomon  S.  Sleeper, 
who  afterwards  became  a  merchant  prince  in  Boston,  was  a  clerk 
in  this  store  about  this  time.  He  went  to  New  York  in  1837  but, 
a  year  later,  returned  and  purchased  the  interest  of  I.  C.  Bart- 
lett and  Levi  Bartlett,  and  the  firm  name  became  Bartlett  & 
Sleeper.  In  April,  1842,  Cyrus  Taylor,  who  had  been  a  clerk 
here  .since  the  spring  of  1836,  purchased  the  interest  of  Col. 
Sleeper  and  the  firm  became  Barllett  &  Taylor,  and  so  con- 
tinued till  i860.  In  1858,  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett,  son  of  Gustavus, 
had  succeeded  bis  father  in  the  firm.  In  i860,  Mr.  Taylor 
bought  the  interest  of  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett  and  became  the  sole 
owner  of  the  store,  and  at  the  same  time  became  the  owner  ol 
the  real  estate.  From  1869  till  1876,  Henry  A.  Taylor  was 
associated  with  his  lather,  when  the  firm  name  was  C.  Taylor  & 
Son,  and  for  one  year  C.  G.  M.  Bond  was  a  partner.  Mr.  Taylor 
conduclcd  (bis  business,  besides  having  large  interests  in  other 
directions,  till  Deceml)er,  1892,  when  he  sold  to  Kemp  &  John- 
son. Mr.  Taylor  thus  had  a  continuous  service  in  this  store  of 
fi fly-six  years. 

Messrs.  Kemp  &  Johnson  came  from  Vermont.  They  were 
experienced  men  in  the  business  and  worthy  successors  of  the 
men  who  had  preceded  them  ;  but  their  business  career  was 
short,  1m)11i  dying  suddenly  within  three  years.  They  were  suc- 
ceeded by  Daniel  B.  Weymouth,  of  Andover,  aud  Cephas  H. 
Fowler,  of  Peuacook,  who  continued  business  for  a  time  under 
the  firm  name  of  Fowler  &  Weymonth,  Mr.  Fowler  soon 
retired  and  was  succeeded  by  Stewart  I,  Brown,  of  Penacook, 
and  the  firm  of  Weymouth,  Brown  &  Co.  continues  the  busi- 
ness.    This  firm  still  does  a  very  large  business  in  all  branches 
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asualty  kept  at  a  country  store  and  enjoys  the  high  reputation 
for  fair  and  honorable  dealing  tliat  has  been  accorded  to  all  its 
predecessors. 

whitr's  iit,ock 

The  first  building  known  to  have  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
present  brick  block  at  the  corner  ol  Central  siinarc  and  Vlensant 
street  was  the  two-slory  dwelling  that  now  stands  on  (he  west 
side  of  Merrimack  street  south  of  Spring.  This  building  was 
moved  to  its  present  site,  and  the  present  brick  block  erected  in 
1848,  it  being  first  opened  for  business  the  first  of  July  of  that 
year,  the  day  the  first  regular  train  was  run  over  the  Franklin 
and  Bristol  railroad.  As  first  constructed  it  had  a  pitch  roof, 
and  in  the  attic  was  a  hall  used  for  meetings  of  the  Sons  of 
Temperance,  for  public  lectures,  dramatic  entertainments,  and 
other  purposes.  This  building  was  gutted  by  fire  on  the  morn- 
ing of  July  4,  i86r,  and  when  rebuilt  the  present  flat  roof  was 
put  on. 

John  Tolford,  Jr.,  was  in  trade  here  as  early  as  1815,  and 
was  licensed  as  a  retailer  of  spirituous  liquors.  He  continued 
in  trade  till  his  death,  in  April,  1823.  His  business  was  closed 
by  Ezekiel  Webster. 

Thomas  Dunlap  was  in  trade  here  as  early  as  1820,  but  his 
name  does  not  appear  on  the  tax-list  at  a  later  date.  James 
Chase  and  Jonathan  C.  Prescott  were  in  business  here  in  May, 

1821,  as  manufacturers  of  boots  and  shoes  for  the  wholesale 
trade,  as  appears  by  an  advertisement  in  the  New  Hampihire 
Patriot;  but  as  they  were  not  taxed  in  April,   1821,  or  April, 

1822,  it  seems  that  their  business  career  commenced  and  ended 
between  these  two  dates. 

Solomon  Cavis  and  I'hilip  Webster,  under  the  finu  name  of 
Webster  &  Cavis,  were  evidently  the  successors  of  John  ToKonl, 
Jr.  They  commenced  business  in  this  block  in  May,  1S23,  as 
dealers  in  "English  and  West  India  goods."  Mr.  Webster 
retired  about  1827,  and  Mr.  Cavis  continued  the  business  till  the 
early  thirties,  when  he  removed  to  the  Cavis  block.  William  I,. 
Chase  was  in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade  in  this  block  from  about 
1833  till  March,  1844,  when  he  removed  to  I,yme.  A  part  of 
this  time,  N.  8.  Ilerry  was  n.s.sociated  with  him. 

Hon.  Nathaniel  G.  Upton  had  a  law  office  in  this  block  in 
1828,  and  N.  B.  Bryant  opened  a  law  office  here  in  1848.  Mr. 
Bryant  was  succeeded  by  I^ewis  W.  Fling,  in  1852,  who  has 
occupied  the  same  rooms  for  half  a  century. 

Warren  White  and  Reuben  C.  Bean  were  in  business  here 
under  the  firm  name  of  Bean  &  White  for  the  manufacture  of 
boots  and  shoes,  from  the  time  Wm.  L.  Chase  retired  till  1847. 
They  employed  twelve  or  fifteen  hands  inside  the  building,  and 
gave  work  to  many  outsi<le.     Mr.  White  continued  the  business 
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after  the  retirement  ot  Mr.  Bean  from  the  firm,  Mr.  Bean  con- 
tinuing in  his  employ  as  manager. 

Warren  White  was  succeeded,  in  1854,  by  Marsliall  W. 
White  and  David  1*.  Prcscott,  under  the  firm  name  ol  Wliite  & 
Prescott,  who  continued  the  business  till  1S61.  They  had  two 
teams  on  the  road  jobbing  boots  and  shoes  made  here.  In  1861, 
Warren  White  again  assumed  this  business  with  Mr.  Prescott 
as  manager-  In  1869  or  1870,  Mr.  Prescott  became  proprietor 
and  kept  a  shoe  store  (or  ten  years  or  more.  About  iSHo,  Cyrus 
T.iylor  and  John  S.  Conner  oi)cned  a  clothing  store  and  con- 
tinucd  for  (our  years  under  the  firm  name  of  Conner  &  Co. 

Marshall  W.  White  first  opened  a  jewelry  store  in  the  south 
stand  of  this  block  in  1850  or  early  part  of  1851.  He  sold  soon 
after  to  J.  C>  Lovejoy,  who  continued  the  business  a  short  time 
and  then  removed  to  Manchester.  Mr.  White,  after  spending  a 
year  in  Concord,  completing  his  trade,  returned  to  Bristol  and 
prosecuted  the  watch  repairing  and  jewelry  business  in  the  nurth 
stand  in  connection  with  his  company  business  spoken  of  above. 
About  i860  or  '61,  he  reopened  his  jewelry  store  in  connection 
with  a  drug  store  in  the  south  stand.  About  1874,  he  sold  the 
drug  business  to  Iiigalls  &  Co.,  of  Concord,  and  removed  his 
jewelry  business  to  the  room  above.  Messrs.  Ingalls  &  Co, 
continued  the  drug  business  till  the  spring  of  1S77,  when  they 
retired,  and  Charles  H.  Dickinson  came  into  this  stand  from  the 
Rollins  block. 

In  i8K,i,  Mr.  Dickinson  and  K()l>crl  A.  Ilonicr  purchased 
the  l>oot  and  .shoe  dcpnrlment  o(  William  Cicorge,  in  the  Rol- 
lins block,  and  removed  the  good.s  to  Mr.  Dickinson's  store  in 
tliisblock.  Jan.  i,  1884,  theypurcliased  theslockof  goodsof  J.  S. 
Conner  &  Co.,  in  the  north  stand,  and  continued  the  boot  and 
shoe  and  clothing  business  under  the  name  of  Dickhison  & 
Horner,  occupying  the  entire  first  story.  In  1889,  Mr,  Horner 
retired,  and  Mr.  Dickinson  is  still  carrying  on  the  business. 
Thus,  Mr,  Dickinson  has  been  in  the  clothing  business  in  Bristol 
over  thirty-two  years.  He  carries  a  large  line  of  goods  in  both 
departments,  and  has  an  extensive  trade.  He  also  engages  in 
lumbering  and  other  business. 

CAVIS  BLOCK 
The  first  building  on  the  west  side  of  Central  square  was  a 
blacksmith  shop,  on  the  site  of  the  present  Cavis  block.  This 
was  erected  by  lulinond  Drown  as  early  as  1797.  Mr.  Brown 
was  then  a  young,  unmarried  man  and  t>oardcd  at  Moses  Sleep- 
er's tavern.  The  building  had  two  stories,  and  Timothy  Kast- 
man  had  later  a  hatter's  shop  in  the  second  story.  lu  Septem- 
ber, 1810,  Moses  Lewis  was  the  owner,  and  he  sold  to  Timothy 
Eastman  for  the  annual  consideration  of  one  silk  hat  of  the  value 
of  seven  dollars.     Mr.  Eastman  sold  to  Richard  H.  Sawyer,  in 
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April,  1823,  for  $250,  and,  two  days  later,  Mr.  Sawyer  sold  to 
Abbott  Lovejoy,  who  was  then  in  business  as  a  blacksmith  in 
Alexandria.  Mr.  Lovejoy  removed  to  Bristol  and  prosecuted 
his  business  at  this  stand  till  May,  1S33,  when  he  sold  to  Joseph 
Noyes,  and  removed  to  Central  street.  Commencing  with  1829, 
Mr.  IvOvcjoy  had  a  partner,  and  the  firm  name  was  I^ovcjoy  ft: 
Webster. 

Joseph  Noyes  erected  the  first  store  on  this  site.  Walter 
H.  Sleeper  was  the  first  trader  here,  being  in  trade  in  1832  ;  but 
his  business  career  was  short,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Solomon 
Cavis  and  Shcrbnrn  S.  Worthen,  under  the  firm  name  ol  Cavis 
&  Worthen,  about  February,  1834,  at  which  time  Mr.  Cavis 
owned  the  real  estate.  In  1837,  Mr,  Cavis  sold  to  N.  S.  Berry, 
and  the  finii  became  Worlheu  &  Herry,  who  conlinncd  the  busi- 
ness. Solomon  Cavis  succeeded  them  iu  1H39,  and  prosecuted 
the  business  alone  till  about  1853,  when  his  son,  George  M. 
Cavis,  became  his  partner,  and  the  firm  name  was  S.  Cavis  & 
Son,  till  1861,  when  Solomon  Cavis  retired.  George  M,  Cavis 
continued  the  business  till  April,  1884.  At  this  time,  Horace 
T.  Alexander  commenced  trade  here,  and  Mr.  Cavis  retired 
from  the  active  work  oF  the  store,  though  still  retaining  an 
interest  in  the  business,  that  he  might  devote  his  whole  time  to 
his  duties  as  treasurer  of  the  savings  bank.  Mr.  Alexander 
prosecuted  the  business  six  years,  till  Oct.  i,  1888,  He  was 
succeeded  by  Karl  G.  and  George  B.  Cavis,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Cavis  Brothers,  who  are  still  in  trade  here,  doing  a 
large  and  successful  business  in  dry-goods,  groceries,  and  hard- 
ware. They  are  worthy  successors  of  their  father  and  grand- 
father. 

The  store  built  by  Joseph  Noyes  was  destroyed  in  the  great 
fire  of  July  4,  1861,  and  the  present  brick  block  was  erected  soon 
after.     This  was  greatly  damafifod  by  the  fire  of  Dec,  7,  1871. 

THB   ROLUNS  BLOCK 

In  1830,  a  small,  one-story  building  stood  where  is  now  the 
Rollins  block.'  Here  Reuben  Hosmer  lived  and  Imd  n  hatter's 
shop,  using  the  ground  between  this  building  and  Cavis's  store 
for  a  garden.  In  1843,  Kl>enezer  ICaton  was  in  trade  here,  and 
his  goods  were  assessed  (or  taxation  at  $100.  He  removed  this 
building  to  Summer  street,  and  erected  a  larger  building  in  its 
place.  Here  Orren  B.  Davis  kept  a  coimtry  store  from  about 
1847  till  1852,  when  he  sold  his  goods  at  auction,  and  moved  to 
Franklin. 

James  T.  Sanborn  and  Joseph  F.  Rollins  were  in  trade  here 
from  1855  till  the  fire  of  July  4,  1861  ;  and  Henry  A.  Randoph 
had  a  tailor's  shop  in  an  addition  ou  the  south,  at  the  time  of  the 
fire.  Mr.  Rollins  rebuilt  and  continued  ui  trade  till  the  spring 
of  1 864,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  George  F.  Ituttrick  and  John 
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R.  Siiiuncr,  under  tlic  firtu  iiniiic  of  Uutlrick  &  Sumner.  Three 
years  later,  they  wtre  succeeded  by  Farrar  &  Boarduian,  who 
coutinued  in  business  till  the  fire  of  December,  1871. 

The  present  block  was  erected  in  1872,  by  Lestoii  L,  Rol- 
lins, and  the  first  occupant  in  the  north  stand  was  Oscar  I,. 
Rand,  who  kept  a  grocery  store  for  two  years.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  J.  N.  St  C.  H.  Dickinson,  who  were  in  the  clothing 
business  for  two  years,  after  which  C.  H.  Dickinson  continued 
the  business  alone,  till  he  removed  to  White's  block,  about  1877, 
At  this  time,  Miss  M.  M,  Mullen,  who  had  occupied  the  south 
stand  for  Jiiariy  years  for  a  uiilliuery  store,  moved  out,  and  Wil- 
liam George  came  from  Kmcrsou's  block,  and  took  possession  of 
the  entire  first  floor.  He  devoted  the  north  room  to  dry-  and 
fancy-goods  and  the  south  room  to  boots  and  shoes.  This  con- 
tinued tilt  March  i,  1S83,  when  R.  A.  Homer  and  C.  H. 
Dickinson  purchased  his  boot  and  shoe  department,  and  removed 
the  good.'i  to  White's  block.  The  vacant  store  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  Alfred  P.  Harriman,  who  engaged  in  the  shoe 
trade  and  continued  till  1888,  when  he  was  svicceeded  by  Austin 
H.  Roby,  who  removed  to  the  Bmerson  block.  This  stand  was 
again  absorbed  by  Mr.  George,  and  he  has  continued  to  occupy 
the  entire  floor.  He  carries  a  large  stock  of  dry-  and  fancy- 
goods,  toys,  fishing  tackle,  jewelry,  and  other  lines  of  goods. 

WEST-SIDE   DRUG   STORE 

The  first  building  erected  on  the  site  of  the  west-side  drug 
store  was  the  small  workshop  that  formerly  stood  in  the  yard  of 
the  A.J.  Crockett  residence  at  the  iuncliouof  Lake  and  Pleasant 
streets.  In  J837,  Squires  Urown  had  a  store  in  this  building 
where  he  kept  for  sale  confectionery,  a  few  drugs,  and  intoxicat- 
ing liquors.  Two  years  later,  William  1,.  Cbase  had  here  what 
was  probably  the  first  shoe  store  in  Central  square.  He  did  not 
long  remain,  however,  but  went  to  more  pretentious  quarters  iu 
the  block  that  stood  on  the  corner  of  Central  square  and  Pleasant 
street. 

A  larger  building  look  the  place  of  the  one  removed,  and 
here,  from  1831  till  1836,  Albert  Pearson  had  a  hatter's  shop, 
while  Theodore  N.  Patterson  had  a  tailor's  shop  from  about 
1844  till  1848.  He  also  kept  a  few  drugs  for  sale.  Hewas  suc- 
ceeded by  Jacob  N.  Darling,  who  continued  the  tailoring  busi- 
ness (or  ten  years,  H.  W.  Favor  and  Cyrus  Taylor  were  in  the 
clothing  business  here  about  three  years,  under  the  firm  name 
of  H.  W.  Favor  &  Co.,  and  G.  G.  Brown  &  Co.  followed  in  the 
same  line  till  1867,  and  they  were  succeeded  by  H.  A.  Randolph, 
and  he  by  J.  N.  Dickinson.  Charles  H.  Dickinson  became  asso- 
ciated with  this  business  about  1870,  and  it  was  continued  under 
the  firm  name  of  J.  N.  Dickinson  &  Co.  till  the  fire  on  the 
night  of  Dec.  7,   1871. 
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The  present  block  was  erected  in  1872  and,  from  its  com- 
pletion, has  been  nsed  as  a  drug  store.  Fowler  &  Co.  locnled 
here,  coming  from  the  Blake  block  on  South  Main  street.  Tliey 
were  followed,  about  1880,  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Preston,  and,  four  years 
later,  he  was  succeeded  by  Mallard  &  Whitton,  and  they  by  C, 
H.  Whitton  &  Co.  Mr.  Whitton  met  a  tragic  fate  by  his  own 
hand,  June  7,  1890,  and  Charles  A.  Nelson  liecamc  pmprielor, 
Mr,  Nelson  was  followed  by  O.  L.  Wicks,  and  he  by  l-'owler 
&  Co.,  who  are  still  the  proprietors  here.  In  tbe  second  story 
Dearborn  &  Chase  have  had  their  law  office  lor  some  years. 

TIN-SHOP  SITS 
The  first  building  on  the  west  side  of  Central  square  next 
to  the  bridge  was  erected  almut  1850,  and  Ilirnm  W.  Kendall,  a 
dealer  in  stoves  and  tinware,  was  probably  the  first  occupant. 
The  first  floor  has  been  used  for  the  same  business  till  now.  S. 
C.  Saunders  was  in  trade  here  about  i855-'6i  ;  David  S.  Kid- 
der, iS6i-*66;  Bingham  &  George,  1867;  A.  W.  Bingham  and 
Fred  W.  Bingham,  i867-'85  ;  Fiench  &  Merrill,  i885-'8a;  O. 
n.  French,  from  i383  till  his  death,  in  October,  1902,  and  now 
Kmnions  8l  DolloH. 

The  second  story  has  been  used  as  photographers'  rooms. 
Among  those  doing  business  here  were  Ivcvi  D.  Joluisnu  ;  C.  C. 
'  bardner,  i867-'74;  L.  U.  Lindscy,  1875;  P.  W.  Tennant,  1877 
-'79:  A.  B.  Harlow,  1880;  P.  A.  Ellsworth,  1880;  Fred  H. 
Briggs,  1881-90  ;  Nicholas  &  Pressey,  1892  ;  W.  W.  Nicholas, 
»893-'95 ;  F.  H.  Briggs,  1898  ;  H.  W.  Rich;  Frank  G.  Chaffiii, 
1899-1900;  B.  J.  Whitcomb  till  1902. 

TUKEY'S  BLOCK 
Joseph  Fowler  learned  the  saddle-  and  liamess-niaker's 
trade  of  John  Nash,  in  New  Hampton,  and  cnnic  to  Bristol  in 
ttK>8.  He  probably  worked  at  his  trade  from  the  time  of  his 
first  settlement  in  Bristol,  and,  as  early  as  i3i8,  he  was  occupy- 
ing a  small  building  next  to  the  bridge  from  Central  square, 
where  is  now  Chas.  H.  Tukey's  block.  This  first  building, 
which  tbe  old  people  called  a  "leu-looter,"  was  occupied  by 
Joseph  Fowler  till  he  removed  from  town,  iu  1825.  In  1829, 
his  sou,  Oscar  V.  l-'owkr,  rcliinii'd  to  Ihislol  luxl  tinik  nji  his 
father's  work  at  his  father's  former  place  of  business,  and  here 
he  continued  in  business  for  nearly  half  a  century,  Reuben  C. 
Bean  was  in  the  shoe  business  in  Bristol  iu  1838,  and  quite 
likely  in  this  building  with  O,  F.  Fowler ;  but  be  this  as  it  may, 
in  1841,  he  purchased  the  real  estate  and  erected,  on  ihis  site, 
a  building  about  twice  the  size  of  the  old,  two  stories  high.  On 
its  completion,  Mr.  Fowler  occupied  the  room  next  to  the  bridge, 
while  Mr.  Bean  had  a  shoe  shop  in  the  east  end.  In  November, 
1843,  Mr.  Bean  sold  the  real  estate  to  Mr.  Fowler,  and  went 
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iiito  business  with  Warren  White.  Mr.  Fowler  became  post- 
master soon  after,  and  had  the  post-office  in  the  east  room  (ill 
i36[.  In  i86z,  Abrain  Dotloff  opened,  where  had  been  the 
post-ofBce,  the  first  meat  market  in  town.  In  1873,  Mr.  Fowler 
sold  the  west  half  of  this  building  to  E.  £■  Clark  and  the  east 
half  to  C.  H.  Tukey,  and  both  continued  the  harness  busine^. 
Mr.  Clark  sold  to  S.  W.  Call,  and  Mr.  Call  had  a  tin-shop  here  for 
a  time,  and  then  sold  to  Mr.  Tukey,  who  has  continued  the  har- 
ness busiitcHs  till  the  present.  In  1901,  tliis  building  was 
cnlarKctl  to  its  present  size.  Mary  M.  Mullen  had  a  millinery 
store  in  the  east  room  after  removing  from  the  Kollins  block, 
and  Stephen  Valla  has  had  a  fruit  store  here  for  the  last  two 
years. 

ABBL    BLOCK 

In  April.  1817,  F.  J.  Tay  deeded  to  Robert  Smith  a  black- 
.■*niith  slwip  .staudiuB  on  the  .site  of  the  Al>cl  block.  It  was 
di^scribed  as  a  blacksmitli-shop  whicli  he  "lately  erected  staud- 
InK  in  the  old  highway  near  the  turnpike  bridpe."  In  Novem- 
ber, 1818,  Robert  Smith  sold  this  property  to  Thomas  C.  Angel, 
when  it  was  spoken  of  as  standing  between  a  saddler's  shop  and 
the  house  of  looses  Lewis. 

This  blacksmith  shop  early  gave  way  to  a  long,  lo^v-posted, 
one-story  dwelling.  To  this  dwelling  John  S.  Ilryant  moved,  on 
the  destruction  of  his  home,  in  1829,  where  the  bank  block  now 
stands.  Here  A.  J.  Smith  resided  for  many  years  and  had  a 
jewelry  store  in  the  east  end. 

The  present  building  was  erected  by  Mr.  Smith  before  the 
Civil  war,  and  by  him  sold,  about  1870,  to  William  H.  Abel, 
who,  some  years  later,  put  in  a  basement  and  added  a  French 
roof.  The  post-office  was  in  the  west  room  from  1861  till  1875. 
Since  then,  this  room  has  been  used  most  of  the  time  as  a  mil- 
linery store.  Miss  Katherine  F.  George  was  in  trade  here  from 
about  1886  till  1893;  Mrs.  Lizzie  E.  Webster  followed  her,  and 
Mrs.  Emma  B.  Frcshney  is  now  doing  business  here. 

In  1S66,  Ingalls  &  George  bad  a  restaurant,  or  fruit  store,  in 
the  center  room,  which  has  been  used  as  such  till  now  :  By  D. 
P.  Sargent,  i87i-'72  ;  John  H.  Brown,  i873-'75  ;  R.  A,  Horner, 
i875-'Ha;  C.  H.  Calley,  i882-'87 ;  and  since  then  by  D.  M. 
Calley. 

Mary  A.  WuoLson  had  a  millinery  store  in  thin  block  1S59- 
'64.  J.  N,  Dickinson  was  in  trade  here  as  a  merchant  tailor  in 
the  east  stand,  Charles  lllackslone  had  a  music  room  here  for  a 
lime,  and  for  the  last  twenty-one  years  John  J.  Bryson  has  had 
here  a  liair-dressing  room, 

Solon  Dolloff  had  a  meat  market  in  the  west  basement,  for 
many  years  till  succeeded  by  Geo.  A.  Dow,  in  1902.  In  the 
east  basement,  N.  Gignere  had  a  fish  market,     He  was  followed 
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by  G.  A.  Ballard,  by  R.  W.  Bennett,  and  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Walker. 
A  Chinaman  now  has  a  laundry  here. 

fowler's  BI.OCK  —  BAST  SIDE 

This  block  was  built  by  Joseph  Cass,  about  1848.  The 
north  stand  was  first  opened  as  a  drug  store  Sept.  9,  1848,  by 
Dr.  Moody  C.  Sawyer  and  Dr.  Hadley  11.  I'owlcr,  In  iJt.is, 
Johu  M.  Cillcy,  who  had  lHM:n  serving  here  (or  some  time  as  a 
clerk,  purchased  the  building  and  continued  the  drug  busi- 
ness till  his  death,  in  1865.  Charles  M.  Cilley,  his  brother, 
who  became  connected  with  the  business  in  1863,  continued 
till  April,  1869,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Edwin  S.  Poster, 
who  continued  till  1872.  Dr.  D.  E.  Wells  was  then  proprietor 
for  a  year  or  so,  when  Mr.  Koslcr  again  took  charge  of  the 
business  and  closed  it  out  the  following  year.  Dodge  &  Dolloff 
were  in  the  meat  business  here  in  iSyS-'/g ;  Solon  Dolloff  con- 
tinued the  same  in  i88o-'8i ;  P.  M.  Beckford  had  a  variety 
store  here  in  1883,  and  Arthur  W.  Prescott  had  a  variety  store 
here  in  1884.  In  1886,  it  was  again  fitted  up  as  a  drug  store, 
this  time  by  Powler  &  Co.,  who  continued  in  trade,  at  the  same 
time  operating  the  drug  store  on  the  west  side  of  Central  square. 

In  the  south  stand,  D.  E.  Everett  liad  a  harness  shop  (or 
ten  years  previous  to  cntcriii)>;  the  anny  in  i8fi2  ;  T,evi  I,.  HhIl-s 
had  a  shoe  store  here  in  i870-'75;  followed  by  Herbert  &  George 
and  by  Tilton  &  George.  Frank  W.  Bingham  had  a  harness 
shop  from  January,  1878,  till  1883,  when  he  removed  to  South 
Main  street,  where  he  is  still  in  business.  Charlotte  Dyer  had  a 
millinery  store  here  in  i884-'87.  She  was  followed  by  Mre.  S. 
M.  Ballou,  and  she  by  Mrs.  Lisette  S.  Ballon,  who  is  still  in 
trade. 

HOHIK'S    BLOCK 

Robie's  block  on  Pleasant  street  was  erected  by  Charles 
Boardman,  in  1873.  After  its  completion,  Mr.  Boardman  kept  a 
country  store  in  the  east  stand  till  October,  1888,  when  he  sold 
to  Alexander  &  George.  Charles  E.  Davis  succeeded  Charles 
A.  George,  Jan.  i,  1895,  and  the  business  has  since  been  con- 
tinued under  the  firm  name  of  Alexander  &  Davis.  The  west 
stand  was  occupied  by  R.  W.  Musgrove  as  a  printing-ofRce  from 
June,  1874,  till  January,  1884.  Tlie  I^ugee  Brothers,  clothiers, 
of  I<acoiiia,  were  in  trade  here  in  1888  and  '89,  and  A.  W. 
Homaus  was  in  business  at  the  same  stand  at  the  same  time  as 
a  jeweler. 

Apr.  3,  18S9,  this  building  was  gutted  by  fire,  and  was  soon 
after  purchased  and  rebuilt  by  G.  A.  Robie.  Since  its  comple- 
tion, the  west  stand  lias  been  occupied  by  Mr.  Robie  for  a  furni- 
ture store  and  telephone  exchange. 

After  Mr.  Boardman  sold  his  business,  in  1888,  he  engaged 
in  the  furniture  business  iu  the  basement  of  this  block  for  a  few 
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montlis.  Abrniii  Dolloff  liad  a  iiicnt  market  in  this  basement 
/roiii  1890  till  lie  sold,  in  June,  1899,  to  W.  I,.  Dow,  who  coii- 
ttiities  the  business. 

I'OST-Ol'l'lCK   UI,OCK 

The  site  of  the  post-ofEce  block  was  occupied  by  a  black- 
smith shop  from  1806  to  1868.  The  blacksmith  business  was 
carried  on  here  by  R.  H.  Sawyer,  from  1823  till  1844.  Peter  A. 
Sleeper  succeeded  Mr,  Sawyer,  Kimball  Whitney  succeeded 
to  the  business  in  1847,  and  William  O.  Gonld  was  here  in 
1849.  George  A,  Draper  came  lo  Kristol  in  1867.  He  pur- 
chased this  property,  remodeled  the  shop  into  a  dwelling  and, 
later,  moved  it  to  where  it  now  stands,  back  of  the  post-office 
block,  and  commenced  the  erection  of  post-oiSce  block,  when  he 
met  with  an  accident  that  caused  his  death  in  June,  1874,  The 
block  was  completed  by  his  administrators,  and  first  occupied  by 
the  post-office  in  1875,  and  is  still  used  as  such.  In  the  lobby  of 
the  olTice,  Williiini  A,  Ituswell  had  a  jewelry  store  from  1875  till 
1879.  He  wius  succeeded  by  Anson  U.  I'ray,  who  was  in  business 
till  1903,  and  during  that  time  served  as  assistant  postmaster. 

The  south  stand  in  this  block  was  occupied  as  a  millinery 
store  by  Eaton  &  Buttrick  in  1875-76;  Buttrick  &  Knight, 
i877-'8o;  A.  A.  Buttrick  &  Co.,  i88o-'84,  and  by  the  Bristol 
Savings  bank  in  i884-'93.  Since  1895,  Benjamin  C.  Gray  and 
others  occupied  this  stand  for  a  barber  shop. 
III,AKK  nuKK 

The  lllakc  block  has  been  occupied  for  mercantile  purposes 
since  1H67,  when  Itlakc  &  Ifaynes  oj>cncd  a  country  store  in  the 
north  stand.  Mr.  Maynes  retired  two  years  later,  and  Mr. 
Blake  continued  till  1873,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Lucius 
W.  Hammond,  who  was  in  trade  till  his  death,  in  1882.  His 
son,  George  H.  Haniniond,  has  continued  the  business. 

In  the  south  stand  A.  D.  Thurston  had  a  furniture  store  in 
1868;  I.  B.  Gordon,  a  printing-office  in  1869,  and,  in  1870, 
I'owlor  &  Co.  o]K'Hcd  a  drug  store  and  continued  till  1872,  O. 
B.  Kay  was  merchant  tailor  here  from  about  1874  till  1887,  after 
which  he  continued  business  for  several  years  on  Lake  street. 
In  i8S9-'90,  Cliarle.'i  Boardman  had  a  furniture  store  here.  From 
tlie  fall  of  1896  till  the  summer  of  1902,  J.  W.  Mclntire  was 
merchant  tailor  here,  and  A.  C.  Pbipps  &  Co.  have  occupied  the 
front  part  o(  the  -same  -stand  as  dealers  in  clothing  and  gent's 
furnishing  gcKKls  hom  1897  till  now. 
HANK   SITK 

The  liank  site  was  apparently  first  occupied  for  building 
purposes  in  1819.  March  24,  1820,  Moses  H.  Bradley  sold  to 
Seth  Daniels,  and,  at  this  time,  there  was  a  barn  on  this  site 
and  a  "house  whicli  said  Daniels  has  lately  hauled  and  removed 
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onto  said  premises."  In  1S34,  I.  C.  Bartlett  was  the  owner. 
He  sold  to  John  Willoughby,  and  he  in  turn  sold  to  John  S. 
Bryant,  Esq.,  two  years  later.  Mr.  Bryant  built  "a  large  colo- 
nial house"  in  place  of  the  old  one,  kept  hotel  here  for  a  while, 
and  then  carried  on  the  cabinet-maker's  business  iu  the  second 
story  of  the  ell.  These  builduigs  were  destroyed  by  fire  Oct. 
■S>  1839,  niul,  in  1833,  Colonel  Dryaiit  tniilt  the  residence  that 
was  removed  to  make  way  for  the  bank  block,  George  M.  I'helps, 
Ksq.,  purchased  this  property,  Oct.  13,  1834,  and  be  was  suc- 
ceeded in  March,  1835,  by  Samuel  H.  Stevens,  Esq.,  who  sold 
to  John  C.  Blaisdell,  Feb.  20,  1847.  Mr.  Blaisdell  bailt,  as  an 
addition,  the  two-story  house  now  standing  next  south  of  the 
M.  E.  church,  in  the  first  story  of  which  Mrs.  Blaisdell  opened 
the  first  millinery  store  in  Bristol.  Oct.  29,  1866,  Mr.  Itlnisdell 
sold  to  S.  K.  Mason,  Esq.,  and  Dec.  8,  1891,  Mrs.  S.  K.  Mason 
sold  to  the  Bristol  Savings  bank.  Tlie  buildings  were  sold  at 
auction  March  15,  1893,  and  purchased  by  Thomas  T.  Drake, 
and  by  him  removed  and  refitted  into  tenements  on  the  old 
cemetery  lot  on  North  Main  street.  The  present  bank  block 
was  built  by  the  Bristol  Savings  Bank  coqmratiou,  M.  W.  White, 
W.  A.  Berry,  and  B.  M.  Ames,  of  the  trustees,  being  a  building 
committee.  Ground  was  broken  in  April,  1892,  and  the  block 
was  completed  in  the  fall  of  1893. 

This  building  is  three  stories  high,  built  of  brick,  with  Con- 
cord granite  trimmings,  350,000  brick's  being  used  in  its  con- 
struction. It  faces  forty-two  feet  on  Central  square  and  sixty- 
two  feet  on  North  Main  street,  and  stands  fifty-two  feet  high. 
It  is  massive  and  substantial  and  is  an  ornament  to  the  town. 
Its  cost  was  rising  125,000. 

The  banking  rooms  occupy  the  larger  part  of  the  ground 
floor,  with  entrance  on  North  Main  street.  Adjoining  the  bank- 
ing rooms  on  the  north  is  a  fine  store  occupied  since  Dccctnlier, 
1894,  by  Charles  E.  Rounds,  who  carries'o  large  stock  of  dry- 
and  fancy-goods,  and  has  an  extensive  trade. 

The  second  story  is  occupied  by  Dr.  George  H.  Galley  and 
Dr.  Cbanning  Bishop.  Dr.  Calley  has  the  suite  of  rooms  facing 
North  Main  street  for  living  rooms,  and  the  suite  on  the  north 
for  an  ofBce,  while  Dr.  Bishop  has  the  suite  facing  Central 
square  for  an  office.  These  are  all  elegant  apartments.  The 
whole  of  the  third  story  is  occupied  by  Union  ijodge,  No.  79,  A. 
F.  and  A.  M.  The  banking  rooms  are  finished  in  oak,  all  the 
remaining  rooms  in  cypress.  The  whole  building  is  heated 
with  steam  and  lighted  with  electricity. 

BRISTOL  CKBAHBRY 
The  Bristol  Creamery  association  was  organized  under  the 
laws  of  the  state  in  May,  1893.    Its  capital  stock  was  $2,500, 
divided  into  one  hundred   shares,  of  $25   each.     A   creamery 
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building,  36  X  44  feet,  and  fifteen  feet  posted,  was  erected  in  tlie 
spring  of  1884,  on  Nortli  Maiu  street,  equipped  with  the  neces- 
sary machinery,  and  a  1 5-horse-power  boiler.  It  was  exempt 
from  taxation  for  ten  years.  It  started  business  with  the  product 
of  from  250  to  300  cows,  and  its  butter  found  ready  market  at  ft 
fair  price.  For  a  time,  the  enterprise  prospered  ;  but  dishonest 
employees  and  other  causes  brought  it  under  a  cloud.  Its  divi- 
dends were  unsatisfactory,  suits  at  law  ensued,  and  mortgages 
on  the  property  were  foreclosed.  Finally  matters  were  so  adjust- 
ed that,  in  March,  1900,  the  property  was  leased  to  the  Deerfoot 
Panii  company,  which  has  since  done  business  there,  taking 
from  the  farmers  all  the  milk  they  have  to  dispose  of,  for 
which  they  pay  a  fair  price.  This  company  is  now  receiving 
the  milk  from  about  350  cows.  No  butter  is  made  here  by  this 
company,  the  cream  being  sent  to  market.  George  A.  Dow  has 
been  in  charge  of  this  industry  since  the  Deerfoot  Farm  com- 
pany commenced  business  in  Bristol. 

UISCQ1:,]JLNR0US 

The  building  at  the  corner  of  Lake  street  and  Hillside 
avenue  was  erected  by  the  Grange  organization  that  existed  in 
Bristol  in  the  seventies.  The  first  story  was  designed  for  a 
store,  and,  in  the  second  story  was  a  hall.  Dissensions  ended 
the  organization,  and  this  property  passed  into  other  hands. 
The  hall  was  transformed  into  a  tenement.  The  first  story  was 
first  ascd  in  1878,  when  A.  P.  Harriman  and  Charles  fioardnian 
opened  a  country  store,  continuing  one  year.  Lucian  A.  Ballou, 
who  had  been  in  trade  in  the  building  at  the  junction  of  Lake 
and  Willow  streets,  since  1869,  removed  to  this  building  in 
1879,  and  continued  in  trade  till  1881,  when  he  sold  to  Seavey 
&  Co.,  who  were  in  trade  till  they  sold  to  John  S.  Conner,  in 
1884.  Mr.  Conner  was  in  trade  from  1884  till  June,  1900, 
when  he  sold  to  Fred  E.  Noyes,  who  is  still  in  trade  here. 

In  the  summer  of  1878,  George  H.  Kendall,  when  13  years 
of  age,  commenced  the  sale  of  lemonade  in  front  of  his  father's 
house  next  cast  of  the  bank  building.  From  this  small  begin- 
ning his  business  grew,  and,  in  1883,  he  erected  a  building 
13  X  iS  feet,  and  kept  a  confectionery  and  frnit  store  here  till 
1895.  He  was  followed  by  N.  Giguere,  G.  S.  Tilton,  and  Leston 
Welch,  and  later  Mrs.  S.  N.  Colby  had  a  ladies'  furnishing  store. 

Frank  P.  Hight  had  a  grocery  store  at  the  comer  of  Lake 
and  Union  streets  about  two  years  from  189a.  He  was  followed 
by  George  F,  Fifield  lor  about  the  same  time.  Since  July,  1898, 
Frank  H.  Fleer  has  been  in  trade  there. 

Dr.  Quincy  A.  Ballou  has  practiced  dentistry  iu  Bristol 
since  i88j,  and  has  rooms  in  White's  block. 

Dr.  G.  A.  Veatter  has  been  practicing  dentistry  in  Bristol 
since  1899,  having  rooms  in  the  Abel  block. 
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John  W,  Wilbur  &  Co.  have  carried  on  the  livery  business 
at  the  stable  connected  with  Hotel  Bristol  since  November,  1891 , 

John  A,  Favor  has  been  in  the  livery  business  on  Lake 
street  for  nine  years. 

William  P.  Beede  has  a  livery  stable  on  Water  street. 

Harry  W.  Proctor  has  had  a  jewelry  store  on  Pleasant  street 
since  October,  1901. 

H.  H.  I'oUansbee  and  J,  D.  Follansbee  are  dealers  in  furs 
and  hides. 

Sam  Pollansbee  has  been  an  auctioneer  for  many  years. 

S.  S.  Quint,  Charles  E.  Locke,  F.  W.  Siraonds,  A.  P.  Harri- 
man,  and  J.  G.  Wells  are  painters  and  paper  hangers. 

B.  L.  &  A.  Wells  and  David  Perkins  are  builders. 

R.  S.  Hastings  is  a  surveyor  and  a  niillwrif;ht. 

Charles  W.  Sanboni,  Fred  E.  Gates,  and  George  Gates  are 
masons. 

M.  W.  Rowe  is  an  upholsterer. 

Mrs,  Francena  Crosby  and  Mrs.  Hulda  L.  Burleigh  are 
keeping  boarding-houses. 

A  building  off  from  Beech  street  has  been  used  for  many 
years  as  a  blacksmith  sliop.  Melvin  H.  Johnson  carried  on  this 
business  here  for  some  years.  J.  D,  Webber  was  in  business 
here  for  ten  years  from  1890,  and  was  followed  by  C.  C.  Martin, 
who  remained  till  November,  1903.  Mr.  Webber  is  again  con- 
ducting this  business. 

Since  1880,  C.  A.  Smith  has  operated  a  blacksmith  shop 
and  carriage  shop  on  Lake  street. 

Anson  Buxton  has  had  a  blacksmith  shop  on  Merrimack 
street  since  1879. 

Joseph  Decato  has  had  a  blacksmith  shop  near  the  junction 
of  Willow  with  Lake  street  for  several  years  past. 

Alvah  A.  Veasey  has  had  a  meat  market  on  Pleasant  street 
since  1898. 

George  A.  Robie  has  conducted  the  undertaker's  business 
from  1861  tit]  now. 

For  seventeen  years  previous  to  1890,  Mrs.  S.  M.  Ballon 
had  a  millinery  store  on  Lake  street,  in  the  building  now  occu- 
pied by  John  A.  Favor  as  a  residence. 

Fred  W.  Ballon  was  engage<l  in  watch  and  clock  repairing 
from  1868  to  1875,  being  located  at  the  corner  of  Central  square 
and  Spring  street  and  on  Pleasant  street. 

The  first  bakery  was  opened  by  Kendall  Brothers,  in  1892, 

In  1898,  Smith  D.  Fellows  erected  greenhouses  on  Merri- 
mack street.  He  had  over  8,000  square  feet  under  glass,  which 
were  heated  with  two  35-horse-power  boilers.  He  did  a  good 
business,  but  in  the  fall  of  1901,  removed  to  Massachusetts. 

Charles  Forrest  and  James  T.  Sanborn,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Sanborn  &  Forrest,  and  as  individuals,  were  engaged 
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lor  many  years  as  carpenters  and  builders,  and  erected  many 
buildings  in  town,  among  them  the  schoolhonse  of  Union  Dis- 
trict and  hotel.     Tliey  also  rebuilt  the  Congregational  church. 

Silas  W.  Call  was  a  dealer  in  stoves  and  tinware  for  about 
eight  years  previous  to  1883,  first  in  the  Tukey  block  and  later 
in  the  Call  block  on  Spring  street. 

The  double  tenement  house  at  the  comer  of  South  Main 
and  Beech  streets  was  erected  by  D.  S.  Smith,  in  the  early 
thirties.  Here  Mr.  Smith  kept  store  and  sold  watered  rum.' 
Here  S.  S.  Sanboni  and  S.  S.  Worthing  ojKned  a  wholesale 
grocery  store  in  1848,  it  being  supposed  that  the  railroad  would 
make  Bristol  a  great  center  lor  trade. 

lu  the  Fisk  block,  A.  J.  Wait*  &  Co.  had  a  tin-shop  between 
1843  and  1849,  and  H.  A.  Randolph  a  tailor's  shop  in  i86i-'63. 

Between  1849  and  1850,  what  is  now  the  Congregational 
parsonage  stood  on  the  east  side  of  Central  square,  between  the 
Fisk  block  and  residence  of  Miss  Mary  K.  Bartlett,  and  here 
A.  S.  Ordway  had  a  shoemaker's  shop,  employing  several  hands. 

In  the  fifties,  Hiram  W.  Kendall  had  a  tin-shop  on  the  east 
side  of  North  Main  street,  uext  south  of  the  present  residence  of 
Charles  H.  Proctor. 

Andrew  J.  Smith,  who  came  to  Bristol  about  1840,  early 
engaged  in  the  jewelry  and  watch  repairing  business,  and 
prosecuted  this  business  till  near  the  time  of  his  death,  in  18S0. 

James  Musgrove  carried  on  the  tailoring  business  in  Bristol 
from  1S37  till  within  a  few  years  of  liui  death,  111  1S78,  the  most  of 
this  time  in  a  shop  adjoining  his  residence  on  North  Main  street. 

Lorenzo  D.  Day  commenced  working  marble  in  a  small 
building  on  the  south  .Hide  of  Central  street  in  1863.  The  busi- 
ness was  continued  by  liim  and  his  son,  Charles  H.  Day,  in  the 
"old  academy"  building  till  Jan.  i,  1886,  and  since  then  by  Fred 
S.  Pall,  in  the  same  place. 

Moses  B.  Howe  opened  the  first  barber  shop  in  Bristol,  in 
1865,  and  continued  this  business  in  the  basement  of  Hotel  Bris- 
tol ten  years  or  more.  Charles  L.  Follausbee  has  prosecuted 
this  business,  with  the  exception  of  four  years,  in  the  same  place, 
since  1883. 

Dr.  C.  H.  White  practiced  dentistry  in  Bristol  for  a  year  or 
more  till  1878  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Blake,  who  prac- 
ticed till  May,  1880,  when  he  sold  to  Dr.  C.  W.  Coolidge,  who 
became  a  resident  of  Bristol  and  continued  till  1885.  He  has 
since  made  frequent  visits  to  town,  practicing  his  profession. 
Dr.  Orren  F.  Emerson  was  in  practice  here  from  1872  till  1881. 

'  The  ntory  I9  told  tlint  on  one  April  Voolt'  day  Mr.  Suilth  aerved  a 
customer  with  a  clnss  of  water  for  toady,  aa  a  joke.  Thla  the  ciutotner 
drank,  paid  for,  and  started  to  walk  out  without  making  any  commenta. 
Mr.  Smith  then  made  an  explanation,  to  which  tbe  cuatomer  responded, 
■■Well  I  i  thought  it  was  about  as  strong  as  uaual." 

26a 
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LAWYERS  AND  PHYSICIANS  OF  BRISTOL 

A  lawycr'i  dealing  sbonld  be  juat  and  fair; 
Honesty  abinee  witb  great  advantage  there. 

—Cowper. 

A  wise  phyBidao,  skilled  our  wounda  to  heal. 
Is  more  than  armies  to  the  public  weal. 

—Pop€. 


David  Suilby,  Esq.  The  first  practicing  lawyer  in  Bris- 
tol was  David  Smiley.  He  was  the  son  of  William  and  Sarali 
(Robinson)  Smiley  and  was  born  in  JaHrey,  Mar.  26,  1769.  He 
was  graduated  Irom  Harvard  college  in  1796,  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  liis  native  town  in  i8or .  About  1807,  lie 
settled  in  Bristol  and  remained  in  practice  here  till  1S18,  when 
he  removed  to  Plymouth  where  he  resided  two  years,  and  then 
went  to  Grafton,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  successful  in  his  profession,  of  fine  personal  appearance, 
social  and  genial  \  a  staunch  Whig,  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  died  of  lung 
fever  while  attending  court  at  Plymouth,  May  19,  1S45.  (See 
Gen.) 

Hon.  MosBS  Hazen  Bradley  was  in  practice  in  Bristol  from 
the  early  part  of  1S13  till  1834,  with  the  possible  exception  of  a 
portion  of  1813  and  1814,  when  he  was  in  Sanbomton.  He  was 
the  second  postmaster  in  Bristol  and  represented  this  town  in  the 
legislature  of  1823,  and  this  district  in  the  senate  in  1824.  He 
removed  from  Bristol  to  Concord  and  there  died,  June  22,  1834, 
only  a  few  months  after  leaving  Bristol.  He  was  noted  for  his 
pure  Christian  character  and  his  readiness  to  assist  legally  those 
in  distress.     He  would  advocate  no  cause  he  thought  unjust. 

Hon.  Nathaniei,  G.  Upham,  LL.  D.,  was  the  son  of  Hon. 
Nathaniel  and  Judith  (Cogswell)  Upham,  and  was  bom  in 
Rochester.  He  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  in  1820,  and 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  Bristol  in  1823,  or  early  part  of 
1824.  In  1839,  he  removed  to  Concord.  He  was  judge  of  the 
superior  court  from  1833  till  1843;  was  commissioner  for  the 
adjustment  of  claims  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  and  went  to  London  in  1853  to  act  in  this  capacity ; 
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was  given  the  degree  of  LL-D.  by  Dartmouth  college  iii  1869. 
He  was  for  years  superiutendent  of  the  Concord  railroad,  and 
was  a  man  of  large  business  capacity.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  died  in  1869. 

Banjahin  p.  Wbbks,  Esq.,  came  to  Bristol  from  Warren, 
about  1830,  and  remained  here  two  years,  when  he  removed  to 
the  West. 

Samuel  H.  Stbvens,  Esq.,  was  the  son  of  Jotn  and 
Ruhamab  (Fifield)  Stevens,  and  was  bom  in  East  Kingston, 
Nov.  2o,  i8o3.  He  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  in  1830, 
and  tnarric<l,  July  37,  1840,  Sophronia,  daughter  of  Moses  San- 
born, of  Kingston.  He  was  in  practice  in  Bristol  from  about 
1834  to  1846.  He  was  cashier  of  a  bank  in  Exeter  from  1849 
till  1858.     He  died  in  1876. 

Hon.  Ralph  Mbtcalp  was  bom  in  Charlestown,  Kov. 
21,  1798.  He  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  in  1833,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  i8a6.  He  practiced  law  at  Newport,  at 
Binghaniton,  N.  Y.,  and  at  Claremont ;  was  secretary  of  state 
from  1831  till  1838.  He  was  in  practice  in  Bristol  the  latter  part 
of  [838  and  1839.  He  was  judge  of  probate  for  Sullivan  county, 
and  represented  Newport  in  the  legislature  of  1852-53,  and  was 
governor  of  this  state  i85')-'57.  He  died  at  Claremont,  Aug. 
26,  1858. 

GsoRGB  MiKOT,  Esq.,  was  bom  in  New  London,  Aug.  10, 
1806.  He  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  college  in  1831, 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  at  Gilniauton,  and  soon  after 
came  to  Bristol,  where  he  remained  till  1834.  He  then  removed 
to  Concord  ntid  became  cashier  of  the  Meclianicks  bank.  In 
1854,  he  became  the  president  of  this  bank.  He  was  United 
States  pension  agent  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Concord,  Mar.  8,  1861.     (.See  Gen.) 

Krbdbkick  Bartlett,  Esq.,  is  a  native  of  Bristol.  He 
prepared  for  college  at  the  New  Hampton  Literary  Institution 
and  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  college  in  1835 ;  attended 
law  schools  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
read  law  with  Judge  G.  W.  Nesniith.  He  was  (or  a  time  in 
business  with  N.  B.  Bryant  in  Bristol,  but  was  in  active  practice 
only  a  few  years.  He  succeeded  his  father  on  the  home  farm, 
and  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  settling  estates.  He  repre- 
sented Bristol  in  the  legislatures  of  1851,  '60,  '61,  and  '62,  and 
in  the  constitutional  convention  of  1851.  He  is  still  a  resident 
o(  Bristol,  eighty-seven  years  of  age,     (Sec  Gen.) 

Oeukoe  M.  PilKLPS,  Esq.,  came  to  Bristol  from  Hill  in 
1834,  and  remained  here  a  short  time. 

Hon.  JosiAH  MiNOT  was  born  in  Bristol,  Sept.  17,  1818, 
(See  Gen.)  He  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  college  in 
1837;  read  law  with  Hon.  John  J.  Gilchrist  in  Charlestown, 
and  with  Hon,  Samuel  Bell  in  Chester.     He  commenced  practice 
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at  Bristol  in  1840,  and  removed  to  Concord  in  1S44,  where  he. 
spent  the  remainder  of  liis  life.  He  was  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  from  September,  1852,  till  he  resigned,  in  March, 
1855.  to  accept  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  tendered 
htm  by  President  Pierce,  with  whom  he  had  been  associated  as 
law  partner  for  some  years,  in  Concord .  He  was  for  many  years 
director  and  treasurer  of  the  Northern  railroad,  and  afterward 
president  and  managing  director  of  the  Concord  railroad.  He 
was  president  of  the  Mechanicks  bank,  when  state  banks  were 
abolished  by  law,  and  with  his  brother,  Charles,  organized  the 
banking  house  of  Minot  &  Co.,  and  when  the  Mechanicks 
National  bank  was  organized,  became  its  president.  He  was 
one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  the  state,  was  chairman  oi  the 
state  central  committee,  a  member  of  the  National  committee, 
and  delegate  to  National  couventlons.  He  was  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  astute  business  men  of  the  state  and  stood  in  the 
front  ranks  of  the  New  Hampshire  lawyers  for  forty  years.  He 
was  associated  with  Col.  Solomon  S.  Sleeper  in  presenting  Bris- 
tol with  Its  public  library.     (See  Libraries.) 

Georcb  W.  Burns,  Esq.,  was  in  practice  here  in  1847  and 
1848.     He  sold  his  business  to  Napoleon  B.  Dryant. 

Hon.  Napoluon  B.  Bkvant  was  born  in  Audover,  Feb.  25, 
1835.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Harvard  law  school  in  1848, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1849.  He  located  in  Bristol  in 
1848,  and  remained  till  1853,  when  he  sold  to  Lewis  W.  Fling, 
Esq.  He  was  county  solicitor  in  1853,  He  subsequently  prac- 
ticed in  Plymouth,  Concord,  and  Boston.  He  was  a  memt>er  of 
the  legislature  from  Concord  in  i857-'58-'59,  and  was  speaker 
of  the  house  the  last  two  years.  ■  While  in  Boston  he  had  a  very 
large  and  lucrative  business.  He  was  a  fine  orator  and  had  few 
superiors  as  an  advocate.  He  retired  from  active  practice  and 
spent  much  of  liis  last  years  in  his  native  place.  He  died  at  a 
public  gathering  in  Audover,  just  alter  having  delivered  an 
address,  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  28,  1902. 

Hon.  Lbwis  Wells  Fling  is  a  native  of  Windsor,  Vt. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  the  New  England 
seminary  of  his  native  town,  the  academy  at  Claremont,  and  the 
Norwich  University.  He  taught  school  eight  terms.  He  read 
law  in  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  J.  K.  Sargeut  at  Canaan  and 
at  Wentworth;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1851,  and  became  the 
partner  of  Mr.  Sargent,  and  so  remained  about  two  years.  Feb. 
23,  1853,  he  located  in  Bristol  and  became  the  successor  of  Hon. 
N.  B.  Bryant,  in  the  office  he  still  occupies  in  White's  block. 
Mr.  Fling  has  stood  high  in  his  profession,  and  has  enjoyed  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  a  fine  representative  of  the 
old  school,  always  a  gentleman,  a  Rue  conversationalist,  and 
his  presence  is  an  ornament  in  any  society.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  New  Hampshire  senate  in  1871  and  1S72,  and  was  given 
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the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  by  Dartiiionth  college  in  1872. 
lie  has  been  a  leader  in  cdncational  matters  in  town,  serving 
several  years  as  a  ineinber  of  the  board  of  education  of  Union 
District  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.     (See  Gen.) 

George  Tenney,  Esq.,  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Betsey  (Taylor)  Tenney,  and  was  born  in  Groton,  Feb.  la,  1831. 
He  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  in  1847.  He  married,  June 
13,  1853,  Leuthera  Melvina,  daughter  of  Isaac  Bissell,  of  Han- 
over. He  was  in  practice  in  Bristol  from  about  1850  to  i860, 
lie  served  as  stiiwrinlcndin^  school  committee.  He  died  at 
White  River  J  miction,  Vt.,  about  1870. 

Hon.  Samuel  Kei-ley  Mason  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
ton. May  17,  1832.  He  was  graduated  from  New  Hampton 
Literary  Institution  in  1854;  attended  taw  school  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  from  Hamilton  College  law 
school,  July,  1855,  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  New  York 
city  ;  entered  the  office  of  li.  A.  Hibbard.  Lacouia,  and  located 
in  Bristol  in  1856.  He  was  jKtstnmster  from  1861  to  '68,  and 
rcpiesentcil  Hrislol  in  the  legislatures  of  1868,  '69,  '70.  He  was 
twice  appointed  commissioner  of  Grafton  county  to  fill  vacan- 
cies, serving  in  this  capacity  four  years  in  all.  He  was  judge  of 
probate  i87i-'73.  He  was  a  prominent  Republican  till  the 
Liberal  Republican  movement  in  1873,  when  he  identified  him- 
self with  that  party  and  became  its  candidate  (or  governor  in 
1873,  and  went  with  this  party  in  its  coalition  with  the  Demo- 
cratic jiarty  in  1874.  For  .several  years  previous  to  his  death 
he  was  an  invalid,  much  of  the  time  confined  to  his  bed  ;  but  in 
spite  of  his  physical  condition  he  did  business  to  the  last.  He 
was  a  man  of  superior  abilities,  was  successful  in  his  profession, 
and  acquired  a  competence.     (See  Gen.) 

Samuel  Emery  Holden,  Esq..  was  bom  in  West  Con- 
cord. Feb.  3,  1845.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Tilton  seminary 
in  1862;  served  nearly  a  year  as  private  in  the  16th  Regt.,  N.  H. 
Vols.,  in'  the  Civil  war ;  graduated  from  Wesleyau  university, 
Middletown,  Conn.,  in  1869;  read  law  with  Minot,  Tappan  & 
Mugridge.  Concord  ;  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  was  in  practice 
with  Hon.  S.  K.  Mason  in  Bristol,  while  serving  as  treasurer  of 
the  Bristol  Savings  bank.  He  left  Bristol  and  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing in  Napa,  Cal.,  where  he  died.  Dec,  31,  1900.  (See  Gen.) 

Hon.  Ira  Arthur  Ceiasb  is  a  native  of  Bristol.  He  was 
educated  in  the  schwils  of  Uri-stol,  at  New  Hampton  Literary 
Institution,  and  Uartnionth  college,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1877.  He  read  law  with  Hon.  L.  W.  Fltiig,  was  admitted  to  the 
Ijar  hi  1 88 1 ,  and  has  since  been  in  practice  in  Bristol ;  with  Mr, 
Fling  till  September,  1894,  from  which  time  a  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Dearborn  &  Chase  till  1903,  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Bar  association,  and  at  the  bead  of  the  local  council  for 
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New  Hampshire ;  he  was  assistant  cleric  of  the  senate  in  1883  and 
1885 ;  clerk,  in  1887  and  1S89.  He  represented  Bristol  in  the 
legislature  in  11197,  when  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
revision  of  the  laws ;  and  in  the  constitutional  convention  of 
19O3.  In  1901,  he  represented  this  district  in  the  senate.  He 
is  a  past  master  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  79,  A.  P.  and  A.  M.,  and 
has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Masonry.  He  is  now 
serving  as  senior  grand  warden  of  the  Most  Worshiphil  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Hampshire.  He  has  been  trustee  of  the  Minot- 
Sleeper  library  since  its  establishment,  and  for  several  years 
chairman  of  its  executive  committee.  He  is  always  prominently 
identified  with  any  movement  for  the  advancement  of  the  inter- 
ests of  his  town.     (See  Gen.) 

KSNSON  Eliphalbt  Dsarborn,  Esq.,  was  bom  in  Hill, 
April  33,  1844.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
town  and  at  New  Hampton.  He  read  law  in  the  ofGce  of  Hon. 
L.  W.  Pling,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1873,  and  has 
since  been  in  practice  in  Bristol,  and,  from  1894.  till  1903,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Dearborn  &  Chase.  Mr.  Dearborn  has  never 
entered  politics,  but  has  served  several  years  as  supervisor  of  the 
checklist,  and  six  years  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education 
of  Union  District.     (See  Gen. ) 

Gborgb  Addison  Embrson,  Esq.,  was  boni  in  Hermon, 
Me.,  Aug.  34,  1846.  He  served  five  months  in  the  43nd  Rvgt., 
Mass,  Vols,  in  1864,  in  the  Civil  war.  He  was  educated  at 
Tilton  seminary,  at  Wesleyan  university,  and  at  Harvard  Law 
school,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1875  with  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.  He  taught  Latin  and  Greek  at  New  Hampton  Literary 
Institution  one  year,  and  then,  to  prepare  for  admission  to  the 
bar  in  New  Hampshire,  studied  one  year  in  the  office  of  Sargent 
&  Chase,  Concord.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878  and 
practiced  in  Bristol  one  year,  then  taught  Mathematics  and 
other  branches  at  New  Hampton  four  years;  was  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  court  of  Belknap  county  one  year — 1883  till  1S84.; 
special  examiner  of  the  Pension  Bureau  two  years,  working 
largely  in  the  West.  During  his  residence  in  New  Hampshire, 
from  1886  till  1893,  he  practiced  his  profession  in  addition  to  his 
other  duties,  and,  since  189a,  has  been  in  practice  in  Everett, 
Mass.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  of  theG.  A.  R.  In  politics  is  a  Republican,  and  in 
church  affiliations  a  Methodist,  and  during  his  residence  in  Bris- 
tol was  an  official  member  of  the  Methodist  church.    (See  Gen.) 

Charles  Willis  Fling,  Esq.,  was  bom  in  Bristol,  Aug. 
27,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Hon.  Lewis  W.  Fling.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Bristol  and  at  the  New  Hampton 
Literary  Institution.  He  was  given  a  commission  as  justice  of 
the  peace  in  1885,  and  notary  public  in  1887,  and  though  not  a 
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professional  lawyer,  devotes  liis  time  to  legal  work — making 
legal  papers,  attending  to  probate  business,  iusuraiice  business, 
and  hearing  cases  as  justice.  His  office  is  in  White's  blocks 
He  is  a  past  master  of  Union  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  has 
served  two  years  as  town  clerk,  seven  years  on  the  board  of 
education,  four  years  on  the  board  of  health,  and  is  now  serving 
his  third  year  as  fireward. 

PHYSICIANS 

Dr.  Timothy  Krixy  was  the  first  resident  physician  with- 
in the  limits  ol  IJristol,  and  one  of  the  first  school-teachers.  He 
had  seen  service  in  the  Uevolutiouary  war  and  at  his  marriage, 
or  soon  after,  went  from  Amesbury,  Mass.,  to  Candia.  He 
came  to  Bristol,  then  Bridgewater,  about  1790,  and  settled  on 
Summer  street,  on  the  William  G.  Kelley  place.  In  1799,  he 
sold  bis  Summer  street  home  and  moved  to  near  the  foot  of 
Alexandria  hill.  From  there  he  removed  to  where  George  Price 
now  resides,  a  mile  south  of  this  village,  and  later  to  Hill 
village,  where  he  died.  He  had  an  extensive  practice  riding 
through  New  Chester,  Bridgewater,  Plymouth,  Alexandria, 
Daubury,  and  Andover.     (See  Gen.) 

Dr.  Timothy  Tilton  was  a  practicing  physician  as  early 
as  1793,  and  he  was  practicing  in  what  is  now  Bristol  village  in 
]8i2,  residing  on  the  north  side  of  pleasant  street.  He  was  a 
man  of  means  but  lost  his  property  through  the  failure  of  Moses 
l,ewis.  In  1823,  he  was  residing  on  Bridgewater  hill,  and  at 
that  time  was  a  member  of  the  District  Medical  society.  (See 
Gen.)  , 

Dr.  Brnjamin  Gai,b  was  an  early  physician  in  Bristol. 
He  was  here  soon  after  1800.  He  caine  from  Hebron  and 
remained  only  a  few  years,  removing  to  the  southern  part  of 
Alexandria,  where  he  was  in  practice  as  late  as  1827. 

Dr.  Waltbr  I.  Wardkobb  had  a  brief  career  as  a  prac- 
ticing physician  here.  June  23,  1817,  he  published  a  card  in 
the  /ieia  Hampshire  Patriot  saying  lie  had  "been  licensed  to 
practice  by  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  society,  and  would 
inform  the  people  of  Bridgewater  that  he  had  taken  a  room  at 
the  inn  of  Isaac  Dodge,  near  the  bridge,  where  he  would  be 
pleased  to  wait  on  them  in  the  line  of  his  profession."  He  is 
said  to  have  lost  his  life  by  being  thrown  from  his  carriage  over 
an  embankment  on  the  river  road  between  Bristol  village  and 
New  Hampton,  breaking  his  neck.  Color  is  given  to  this  tradi- 
tion Iroiu  the  fact  that  July  17,  1811,  Moses  II.  Bradley  pub- 
lished in  the  New  Hampshire  Patriot  his  appointment  as  adminis- 
trator of  the  estate  of  Dr.  Walter  I.  Wardrobe. 

Dr.  Sahubl  Smith  was  a  practicing  physician  here  as 
early  as  1S20.  He  continued  here  till  about  1833,  when  he 
removed  to  Louisanna  with  Moses  Lewis.     While  here  he  was  a 
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prominent  member  of  the  Congregational  church.  Dr.  Otis 
Ayer  was  in  company  with  Dr.  Smith  for  a  time.  Their  office 
was  in  the  Fislc  block. 

Dr.  JosKPH  Bartlbtt  Eastman,  a  cousin  of  Ichabod  C. 
Bartlett,  came  from  Salisbury,  and  practiced  for  a  brief  time, 
then  removed  from  town. 

Dr.  MooDV  CuRRiBR  Sawybr  was  bom  in  Hopkinton, 
Oct.  2,  1807,  and  came  to  Bristol  with  his  parents  in  1S16.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  Medical  college,  and,  in  1S36, 
was  in  practice  in  Concord,  Vt.  In  1S37,  he  was  in  Bristol. 
Owing  to  ill  health  he  discontinued  active  practice,  and,  in 
1848,  in  company  with  Dr.  H.  B.  Fowter,  opened  the  first  drug 
store  in  town  where  is  now  the  east-side  drug  store.  He 
continued  in  the  active  management  of  this  business  till  near 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1854.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Congregational  church.     (See  Gen.) 

Dr.  JosSPH  R..  Kbllbv  resided  on  North  Main  street  and 
practiced  medicine  from  1847  till  1850.  He  went  to  the  gold 
fields  of  California,  and  returned  a  year  or  two  later  with  a 
competence,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  the  South. 

Dr.  MosBS  CoLCOkD  Hoyt  was  in  practice  in  Bristol  from 
about  1848  till  1855.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Samuel  C. 
Brown.  He  occupied  the  first  story  of  the  Andrew  J.  Crockett 
residence  on  Lake  street.     (See  Geii.) 

Dr.  Jacob  Sawybr  Eaton  persued  his  studies  preparatory 
to  college  and  was  fitted  to  enter  college  in  the  fall  of  1823,  but 
lack  of  funds  led  him  to  take  a  shorter  course  to  the  medical 
profession,  which  he  always  regretted.  In  February,  1824,  he 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Caleb  Buswell  at  Warner,  his  native 
town.  He  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  Hanover  Medical 
college  in  1826,  and  the  next  spring  he  commenced  practice  in 
Alexandria.  In  183a,  Dr.  Samuel  Smith,  then  practicing  in 
Bristol,  being  about  to  leave  town,  the  citizens  held  a  meeting  and 
passed  resolutions  inviting  Dr.  Baton  to  locate  here,  and  Icha- 
bod  C.  Bartlett  was  made  a  committee  to  bear  the  invitation. 
The  next  day,  Mr,  Bartlett  proceeded  to  Alexandria  in  his 
square  top  chaise,  and  in  a  dignified  and  courteous  manner,  read 
the  resolutions  and  invitation  to  Dr.  Eaton  in  bis  home.  The 
doctor  was  taken  by  surprise,  and  replied  he  would  give  nil 
answer  in  a  few  days.  In  due  lime  he  accepted  and  removed  to 
Bristol.  He  resided  and  had  an  office  in  a  house  that  stood 
where  the  M.  E.  church  now  stands.  He  continued  in  practice 
till  January,  1851,  when  his  health  failed,  and  he  retired  to  the 
farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Milo  Fellows.  In  1855,  he 
removed  to  Stow,  Mass.,  where  he  resumed  practice.  In  1857, 
he  removed  to  Sonth  Deerfield,  Mass.,  where  two  years  later  he 
turned  his  practice  over  to  his  son,  John  M.,  and  removed  to 
Harvard,  Mass.,  where  he  spent  bis  remaining  years  in  farming 
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and  ill  the  pleasures  of  literature.  There  he  died  Sept.  5,  1888. 
Dr.  Katoii  was  a  man  of  marked  individuality,  aud  the  impress 
oi  his  character  was  clearly  felt  on  the  community.  He  stood 
high  as  a  physician,  was  devoted  to  his  professiou,  and  spared 
not  himself  in  caring  for  the  sick.  He  was  a  constant  worker 
in  the  temperance  reform  and  an  ardent  abolitionist.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  where  be 
taught  in  the  Suuday-school  and  sang  in  the  choir.  He  took 
a  special  interest  in  education,  and  the  schools  wherever  be 
lived  felt  his  influence.  Every  movement  for  the  benefit  of  the 
coinninnity  found  in  him  an  active  supporter  and  a  zealous 
worker.     (See  Gen.) 

Dr.  Ira  Stephen  Chase  succeeded  Dr.  Baton,  having 
purchased  his  practice  and  real  estate  on  North  Main  street, 
Jan.  7,  185 1.  May  3,  1866,  he  removed  to  the  residence  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Sam  FoUansbee  on  Beech  street,  having 
purchased  this  place  of  William  C.  I^vejoy.  Here  he  resided  tiU 
January,  1871,  when  he  moved  into  the  new  residence  he  had 
erected  on  School  street,  where  he  resided  till  his  death.  Dr. 
Chase  was  a  native  of  Gilmanton.  He  was  graduated  from 
Gilmanton  academy  and  studied  medicine  wttb  Dr.  Nabum 
Wight,  of  Gilmanton  ;  attended  lectures  at  Harvard  Medical 
college,  and  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  Medical  college  in 
1841.  He  also  attended  lectures  in  New  York  in  1849  and 
1850.  Feb.  I,  1841,  he  commenced  practice  in  Alexandria,  and 
here  he  remained  till  he  removed  to  Bristol.  For  fifty  years 
be  was  iu  active  practice,  and  it  was  not  till  the  infirmities  of 
age  came  that  he  relinquished  even  a  part  of  his  large  practice. 
For  many  years  alter  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  member  of  tbe 
United  States  examining  board  of  surgeons  to  examine  appli- 
cants for  pensions  and  pensioners  at  regular  intervals.  He 
enjoyed  a  well  earned  reputation  as  a  well  read,  conscientious, 
faithful,  and  successful  physician.  He  took  a  lively  interest  in 
all  movements  for  the  public  good,  and  on  all  public  questions 
he  took  a  positive  position  for  what  he  thought  was  right.  He 
was  a  steadfast  friend  of  tbe  temperance  cause,  and  on  this 
account,  while  in  Alexandria,  be  suffered  tbe  loss  of  his  new 
dwelling-house  by  incendiarism.  In  1871,  be  united  with  tbe 
Congregational  church,  and  was  a  charter  member  and  -past 
master  of  Union  Lodge,  No,  79,  A,  F.  and  A.  M,  In  politics 
be  was  a  Republican.     (See  Gen.) 

Dr.  Jamus  Monror  Bishop  was  bom  in  Hanover  May  14, 
iSii,  where  he  resided  until  nineteen  years  of  age.  His  parents 
died  when  he  was  but  seven  years  of  age,  and  he  was  adopted 
by  his  mother's  parents,  who  moved  to  Canaan  about  1840. 
Having  a  desire  for  further  education,  he  obtained  the  means  to 
support  himself  at  tbe  academies  at  Lebanon  and  Canaan  for  a 
term  or  two  each  year  by  working  for  tbe  fanners  a  portion  of 
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the  year,  and  teaching  during  the  winter.  Having  thus  obtained 
a  good  academic  education,  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Jones,  of 
Canaan,  in  the  spring  of  1846,  and  later  studied  medicine  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Wheat  of  the  same  town,  rounding  out  a 
year  of  study.  The  two  following  years  were  spent  in  the  study 
of  his  profession  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Mead,  of  East  Andover, 
teaching  each  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1849,  after  teaching  a 
tenn  of  school  in  Maine,  lie  went  to  Plymouth  niid  became  au 
assistant  to  Dr.  Goodrich  with  the  intention  of  succeeding  to 
that  gentleman's  practice  when  he  moved  South  as  was  his 
intention.  Dr.  Goodrich,  however,  decided  to  remain  in  Ply- 
mouth and  Dr.  Bishop  opened  an  office  in  Bristol,  Nov.  11, 
1849.  Not  feeling  fully  satisfied  with  the  Allopathy  practice 
jind  to  further  perfect  himself  for  his  profession,  lie  took  a  course 
in  the  Eclectic  Medical  college,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  in  the  year 
i854-'55,  where  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  New  Hampshire  Eclectic  Medical  society,  serv- 
ing as  censor,  vice-president,  and  president.  The  last  twenty 
years  of  his  life  he  practiced  the  Homceopathic  coursa  of  treat- 
ment and  became  an  earnest  follower  of  Hahnemann  and  his 
teachings.  He  belonged  to  the  New  Hampshire  Homceopathic 
Medical  society,  in  which  he  held  the  offices  of  vice-president, 
president,  and  secretary,  holding  the  latter  office  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  had  a  large  and  extensive  practice  iu  Bristol  and 
adjoining  towns  covering  a  period  of  forty-two  years,  till  his 
death,  June  16,  1891.  He  was  noted  for  his  conscientious  adher- 
ence to  principle  in  religion,  politics,  and  every-day  life.  He 
was  an  official  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  for 
many  years,  was  town  treasurer,  superintending  school  com- 
mittee, member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  board  of  health. 
A  mason.     Republican.     (See  Gen.) 

Dr.  Hadlby  Bradlhy  Fowr,KR  was  a  native  of  Bridge- 
water.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Bristol  and  the 
academy  at  Hebron.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr,  Moody  C. 
Sawyer  in  Bristol,  and  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  Medical 
school  in  1850.  Soon  after  his  graduation,  he  located  in  Alex- 
andria, and  removed  to  Bristol  in  1854,  and  here,  with  the 
exception  of  three  years  in  the  army  during  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  he  remained  till  his  death,  Jan.  1 1 ,  1893.  (See  Roll 
of  Honor.)  He  had  a  large  practice  and  stood  high  as  a  physi- 
cian, and  was  especially  skilful  as  a  surgeon.  He  was  popular 
^n  the  community  and  prominent  in  town  affairs.  He  served 
six  years  on  the  board  of  education  and  two  years  as  town 
(tlerk.  He  was  active  and  well  known  in  Odd  Fellow  circles. 
He  was  one  year  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party  for  rail- 
road commissioner.     (See  Gen.) 

Dr.  Austin  S.  Durkbb,  of  the  botanical  school,  was  in 
practice  in  Bristol  a  few  years,  removing  to  New  Hampton  in 
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1873.  He  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Durkee,  and  was  born  in 
Williamstown,  Vt.,  Feb.  15,  1806,  and  died  in  Franklin,  Feb. 
34,  1881.  June  18,  1819,  be  married  Sarah  M.  Ausmeut,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children.  One  son,  Freeman  A.,  is  a  practic- 
ing physician  at  I^keport. 

Dr.  Lucius  Elbridge  Truesdbi.1.  was  bom  in  Monson, 
Mass.,  May  10,  1S18.  After  having  practiced  medicine  for 
some  years,  he  gave  his  attention  to  mining.  He  came  to  Bristol 
from  Springfield,  Mass.,  about  1875,  and  opened  the  silver  mine 
in  Noitli  Bristol.  While  doing  this  and  subsequently,  he  prac- 
ticed medicine  to  some  extent.     He  died  in  Bristol,  June?,  1890. 

Dr.  Daniel  W.  Hazelton  was  in  practice  in  Bristol  from 
the  fall  of  1S77  till  the  fall  of  1879. .  During  his  brief  residence 
in  Bristol,  he  gained  a  high  position  in  the  esteem  of  the  public 
as  a  man  and  as  a  skilful  physician.  Dr.  Hazelton  was  bom  in 
Hebron,  May  ii,  1824,  and  died  at  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.,  Jan.  31, 
1901.  He  was  educated  in  the  academy  at  Hebron  under  Prof. 
Hiram  Orcutt;  studied  with  Dr.  Gilman  Kimball,  at  Lowell, 
Mass.,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Vermont  Medical  school  at 
Woodstock,  Vt.,  in  1848.  He  located  at  Antrim,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  He  practiced  a  short  time  in  Stoddard, 
and,  iu  i85r,  located  in  Cavendish,  Vt.,  where  he  remained  till 
1878,  when  he  came  to  Bristol  and  purchased  the  practice  of  Dr. 
Hadley  B.  Fowler.  He  remained  in  Bristol  only  two  or  three 
years,  removing  to  Springfield,  Vt.  During  the  Civil  war,  he 
was  cue  of  four  surgeons  commissioned  by  the  governor  of  the 
state  to  act  for  the  Vermont  soldiers  in  emergencies,  and  he 
rendered  efficient  service  after  several  battles.  He  represented 
Cavendish  iu  the  Vermont  legislature  in  1876.  He  was  in 
practice  fifty-six  years.  He  was  a  most  successful  practicioner, 
of  broad  sympathy  and  good  judgment.  Nov.  5,  1850,  he  mar- 
ried Lauretta  L.  Hammond,  who  died  Sept.  15,  1892.  A  son, 
William  F.  Hazelton,  is  a  practicing  physician  at  Bellows 
Falls,  Vt. 

Dr.  George  H.  Calley  is  a  native  of  Bristol.  He  was 
educated  in  tlie  schools  of  Bristol  and  at  the  New  Hampton 
Literary  institution.  He  studied  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
Hadley  B.  Fowler,  and  was  one  year  at  Princeton  college.  In 
the  summer  of  1878,  he  accompanied  the  Princeton  Observatory 
party,  under  Professors  Young  and  Brackett,  to  Denver,  for 
observing  the  eclipse  of  the  sun,  where  he  was  on  the  photogra- 
pher's staff.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Columbia  college  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  tu  New  York  city,  in  1880,  aud 
located  in  Bristol,  where  he  has  since  been  in  practice,  doing  a 
large  and  successful  business.  In  1883,  he  was  appointed  Sur- 
geon General  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Hale.  Dr.  Calley  is  a  past 
master  of  Union  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  is  a  Knight 
Templar.     He  is  a  leading  Republican  and  prominent  citizen. 
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He  has  served  on  the  board  of  education  and  represented  his 
town  in  the  legislature  of  1887.  He  has  served  as  a  trustee  of 
the  Minot-Sleeper  library  and  treasurer  of  the  board  since  its 
organization;  is  president  of  the  Bristol  Savings  bank,  and  a 
director  of  the  First  National  bank,     (See  Gen.) 

Dr.  John  Chari.es  Whbet  was  born  in  Groton,  Feb.  15, 
1840.  He  was  educated  at  Dartmouth,  Harvard,  and  Bowdoin 
colleges,  lieing  graduated  from  Bowdoin  in  the  spring  of  1866. 
Soon  after,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in 
Suncook. village.  Three  years  later,  he  purchased  the  prac- 
tice of  Dr.  John  Whitmore,  of  Hebron,  and  succeeded  to  his 
practice  in  Hebron,  Groton,  and  adjoining  towns.  In  18S3,  he 
removed  to  Bristol.  Here  he  at  once  took  high  rank  as  a  physi- 
cian, which  he  maintained  till  his  death.  He  was  skilful  and 
conscientious  in  his  practice  and  responded  as  quickly  to  calls 
where  he  could  expect  no  compensation  as  to  calls  from  the 
most  favored.     He  occupied  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  his 

Eatients  and  of  the  public  as  well.  He  was  a  Democrat,  a  mem- 
er  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  he  served  several  years 
on  the  board  of  education.  On  Tuesday,  July  6,  1897,  he  was 
severely  injured  by  being  thrown  from  his  carriage,  his  horse 
taking  fright  at  a  bolt  of  lightning  striking  near  by.  On  Sun- 
day, following,  while  confined  to  his  bed  as  the  result  of  this 
accident,  he  was  stricken  with  apoplexy,  and  died.  (SeeGen.) 
Dr.  Channing  Bishop  is  a  son  of  Dr.  James  M.  Bishop,  and 
a  native  of  Bristol.  He  was  educated  at  the  seminary  at  Tilton, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1884  ;  at  Brown  univer- 
sity ;  at  Boston  University  School  of  Medicine,  graduating  in 
June,  1889.  Soon  after,  he  opened  an  office  in  Bristol  and  has 
since  been  in  practice  here  doing  an  extensive  and  litcrntive 
business.  He  is  an  Odd  Fellow  ;  a  past  master  of  Union  Lodge, 
A.  P.  and  A.  M.,  and  a  Knight  Templar.  He  has  served  six 
years  on  the  hoard  of  education  and  four  years  as  superinten- 
dent of  schools.  He  has  been  secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  Minot-Sleeper  library  since  1891  ;  is  an  official  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  a  Republican  in  politics. 

Dr.  Arthur  V.  Doud  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Vt.,  Oct. 
23,  1867.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Lyndon  Commercial 
college  in  1887;  attended  St.  Johnsbury  academy  and  Lyndon 
Literary  institute,  for  four  years,  graduating  from  the  latter  in 
1892.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  in  1896.  He  practiced  one  year  in  Hill 
and  located  in  Bristol  in  July,  1897,  and  at  once  secured  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice.     (See  Gen.) 

Dr.  John  W.  Cooi.idgb  was  educated  in  the  high  school  at 
Hancock  and  at  Dartmouth  Medical  college,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  Feb.  26,  1901,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He 
commenced  practice  in  Bristol  Apr.  i,  igoi,  and  has  a  good 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


John  C.  Whxbt,  M.D. 


I  a' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CuANNiNG  Bishop,  M.  D. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Arthur  V.  Doud,  M.  U. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


John  W.  Coolidce,  M.  D. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LAWYERS  AND   PHYSICIANS  417 

practice  iti  Urtstol  and  adjoining  towns.  He  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Methodist  church,  aud  in  politics  is  of  RepubUcau  antecedents. 
(See  Gen.) 

Dr.  PRBD  KuGBNB  Whbbt  was  b.  in  North  Andover, 
Mass.,  Nov,  II,  1867.  He  graduated  from  Phillips  Exeter 
Academy  among  the  honor  men,  in  1889,  and  in  medicine  from 
the  New  York  University  in  189a.  He  located  in  Bristol  with 
liis  uncle,  Dr.  John  C.  Wheet,  in  May,  1892,  but  removed  to 
Stevens'  Point,  Wis.,  in  August,  1895.  Since  July,  1898,  has 
been  in  practice  in  Rumford  Falls,  Me. 

27 
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CHAPTER  XXXrV 

BANKS  AND  NEWSPAPERS 

To  whom  can  ricfaca  giTC  icpnte  or  tract. 
Content,  or  picaituc,  bnt  the  good  and  jnat  t 

THB    BRISTOI.    SAVINGS  RANK 

The  Bristol  Savings  bank  was  incorporated  July  i,  iS68. 
The  incorporators  were  William  A.  Berry,  Albert  Blake,  George 
G.  Brown.'Levi  Bartletl,  Frederick  Bartlett,  James  H.  Bishop. 
Charles  Boardmaa,  Allen  W.  Bingham,  Geoige  M.  Cavis, 
George  T.  Crawford,  Ira  S.  Chase,  Daniel  S.  Chase,  John  M. 
R.  Emmons,  George  W.  Dow,  Samnel  Dustin,  I^wis  W.  Fling. 
Hadley  B.  Fowler,  Oscar  F.  Fowler,  Samuel  D.  Farrar,  Benja- 
min Q,  Fellows,  Benjamin  F.  Holden,  Jr.,  Jeremiah  A,  Haynes, 
Silas  Ketchum,  William  G.  Kellcy,  William  C.  I^vcjoy,  l^vi 
LfOcke,  David  Mason,  Samuel  K.  Hason,  Oscar  F.  Morse, 
Richard  W.  Musgrove,  Benjamin  F.  Perkins,  David  P,  Pres- 
cott,  David  H.  Rice,  Samuel  H.  Rollins,  Solon  S.  Southard, 
James  T.  Sanborn,  Cyrus  Taylor,  John  P.  Taylor,  Warren 
White,  Horace  M.  Emmons,  and  Marshall  W.  White. 

This  bank  was  authorized  to  do  business  for  a  term  of 
twenty  years,  but,  by  a  subsequent  change,  its  charter  became 
perpetual.  The  corporation  was  given  the  power  to  hold  real 
estate  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  debts  previously  incurred, 
not  to  exceed  $10,000  in  value  at  the  time  of  purchase  or 
acceptance.  This  was  amended  in  1S79,  so  that  the  corporation 
was  given  the  power  to  hold  and  dispose  of  real  estate  "which 
may  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  in  good  faith  pledged  and 
mortgaged  for  the  security  of  its  loans  or  debts,"  as  well  as  for 
the  discharge  of  debts  previously  incurred,  and  by  an  amend- 
ment passed  in  1893  the  limit  to  the  value  of  real  estate  allowed 
to  be  held  was  placed  at  $30,000. 

The  incorporators  organized  Mar.  33,  1872,  at  the  office  of 
Samuel  K.  Mason.  This  meeting  adjourned  from  time  to  time 
till  April  9,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected :  President, 
Samuel  K.  Mason;  vice-president,  George  M.  Cavis;  treasurer, 
Samuel  E.  Holden;  trustees,  Siimuel  K.  Mason,  Geoige  M. 
Cavis,  Lewis  W.  Fling,  David  Mason,  Benjamin  F.  Holden,  Jr., 
Albert  Blake,  Edwin  C.  Lewis,  George  T.  Crawford,  and  Wil- 
liam A.  Berry.     Feb.  5,  1875,  S.  E.  Holden  resigned  as  treas- 
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iirer,  being  about  to  remove  to  California,  and  George  M,  Cavis 
resigned  as  vice-presideut.  These  vacancies  were  filled  by  the 
election  of  George  M.  Cavis  as  treasurer,  and  David  Mason, 
vice-president.  Hon.  S.  K.  Mason  died  June  13,  1882,  and  Hon. 
L.  W.  Fling  was  elected  president.  He  served  till  the  annual  meet- 
ing in  1890,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Per- 
kins, who  served  till  June,  1896,  when  Dr.  George  H.  Calley 
was  elected  president.  Dr.  Calley  is  still  serving  in  this  capa- 
city. David  Mason  served  as  vice-president  till  June,  1890, 
when  Burley  M.  Ames  was  elected  and  is  still  serving. 

Feb.  5,  18S4,  the  bu.tiuess  had  increased  to  such  an  extent 
that  an  assistant  was  needed  for  the  treasurer,  and  Charles  W< 
Fling  was  elected  teller,  and,  Nov.  4,  1889,  was  made  assistant 
treasurer.  July  17,  1890,  he  was  succeeded  in  this  position  by 
WiUiam  C.  White.  Dec.  31,  1891,  Mr.  Cavis  died  and  Mr. 
White  at  once  succeeded  him  as  acting  treasurer,  and  Raymond 
Cavis  l>ccaine  teller.  Apr.  9,  1892,  Mr.  White  wn.s  elected 
trcn.surer,  and  he  is  still  serving.  Uayniond  Cavis  served  as 
teller  till  1898,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  William  H.  Marston, 
who  still  occupies  this  position.  Edwin  M.  Davis  has  served  as 
clerk  since  1898.  The  bank  was  formally  opened  for  business 
Apr.  30,  r872,  and  S.  K.  Mason,  Mrs.  Mason,  and  Miss  Ethel 
were  the  first  depositors,  each  depositing  $100. 

The  first  place  of  business  was  in  the  office  of  S.  K.  Mason 
in  a  small  building  that  stood  at  the  southeast  comer  of  the 
present  bank  lot,  and  conlinned  there  till  Mr.  Holdcn  retired 
irom  the  ofTice  of  treasurer,  when  Mr,  Cavis  removed  it  to  his 
counting  room  in  the  rear  part  of  his  store.  Here  it  remained 
till  April,  1884,  when  it  was  removed  to  the  south  room  of  the 
Post-office  block,  where  it  remained  till  it  was  moved  into  its 
present  commodious  quarters,  Tuesday,  Nov.  7,  1893. 

The  banking  rooms  are  located  in  the  south  half  of  the  first 
story  of  the  bank  block  with  the  entrance  on  North  Main  street. 
The  main  room  is  25  x  32  feet,  with  a  lobby  twenty-five  feet  deep, 
sixteen  feet  wide  in  (rout,  and  nine  feet  wide  in  the  rear,  the 
parlilion  crossing  the  room  diagonally  with  set-offs,  the  set-offs, 
of  which  there  are  three,  having  a  wicket  for  treasurer,  teller, 
and  bookkeeper,  respectively.  This  room  is  finished  in  antique 
quartered  oak,  hardwood  floor,  with  steel  panel  ceiling,  and  is 
spacious,  elegant,  and  convenient.  The  windows  are  of  plate 
glass,  each  six  feet  high,  that  on  Central  square  being  eight  feet 
wide,  and  the  two  on  North  Main  street  being  ten  and  five  feet, 
rcs{>cctively.  The  vault  opens  from  this  room  and  is  located 
in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  building.  It  stands  on  a  mas- 
sive foundation  of  stone  and  brick,  built  up  from  the  cellar 
bottom  to  tiie  level  of  the  floor,  and  has  a  walk  around  it.  The 
walls  and  the  top  of  the  vault  are  of  brick,  iron,  and  steel. 
There  is  an  inner  and  an  outer  door.     The  inner  door  is  made  of 
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drill-proof  steel,  provided  with  two  combination  locks.  The  outer 
door  is  of  steel,  with  a  three-movement  time  lock,  and  is  fitted 
with  Damon  patent  gravity  automatic  bolt  work.  This  door  is 
a  beautiful  piece  of  mechanism,  weighs  4,300  pounds,  and  is  pro- 
vided with  all  the  latest  devices  against  burglary.'  Inside  the 
vault  is  a  drill-proof  steel  safe  with  two  combination  locks.  In 
this  the  cash  and  securities  of  the  bank  are  kept.  The  vault  has 
a  capacity  for  three  hundred  safety  boxes.  At  the  left  of  the 
vault  is  the  directors'  room,  14  x  16  feet,  and  toilet  room,  6x13 
feet.  These  rooms,  like  the  banking  rooms,  are  finished  in 
quartered  oak.  The  cost  of  this  building,  including  bui^lar 
proof  vaults,  was  rising  $35,000. 

Prom  the  first,  the  Bristol  Savings  bank  has  been  remark- 
ably successful.  The  first  year  there  was  deposited  $30,596.38. 
At  the  close  of  the  fifth  year,  the  deposits  amounted  to  $149,- 
798 ;  in  April,  1885,  the  deposits  had  reached  $453,810,  while 
just  twenty-one  years  after  the  opening  of  the  bank,  the  total 
assets  had  reached  the  large  sum  of  $726,234. 

Samuel  Q.  Holden  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  F.  Holden,  of 
West  Concord.  He  was  educated  at  Tilton  seminary  and 
at  Middletown  university,  served  a  time  in  the  army,  read  law, 
and  came  to  Bristol  in  1872,  and  became  a  partner  of  Hon.  S. 
K.  Mason  in  the  practice  of  law. 

George  M.  Cavis  was  a  native  of  Bristol,  for  many  years  a 
successful  trader  in  town  and  an  excellent  financier. 

William  C.  White,  the  present  treasurer,  is  also  a  native  of 
Bristol.  He  was  born  May  31,  1865,  and  was,  at  the  time  of 
his  election,  probably  the  youngest  treasurer  of  a  savings  bank 
in  the  state.  After  leaving  the  public  schools  of  Bristol,  he 
entered  Tilton  seminary,  where  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1885, 
but  he  continued  his  studies  there  for  a  year  longer,  taking  a 
post-graduate  course.  In  1887,  he  entered  the  I^ittleton  National 
bank  as  clerk  and  remained  there  till  January,  1890,  when  he 
accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Littleton  Lumber  com- 
-  pany.  There  he  remained  till  elected  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
Bristol  Savings  bank. 

Trustees 

Samuel  K.  Mason,  t873-'83  William  A.  Berry,  1872' 

George  M.  Cavis,  i872-'75  Cyrus  Taylor,  i873-'74 

Lewis  W.  Fling,  i872-'89  LuciusW. Hammond,  i873-'82 

David  Mason,  1872-98  Benj.  F.  Perkins,  1875' 

Benj.  F.  Holden,  i87a-'83  John  P.  Taylor,  1875 

Albert  Blake,  iS7a-'93  Marshall  W.  White,  1876' 

Edwin  C.  Lewis,  1872  Robt.  A.  Homer,  i883-'89 

George  T.  Crawford,  1872  Eben.  K.  Pray,  1883-1901 

■StlUeerring. 
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Durky  M.  Ames,  1884'  Charles  K.  Mason,  1899-1900 

Henry  C.  Whipple,  1890'  Orriu  S.  Gale,  1900" 

George  II.  Callcy,  1890'  Jolm  S.  Conner,  1902' 
Charlc.1  H.  I'roctor,  1893' 

Presidents 

Samuel  K.  Mason,   i872-'82         Benj.  F.  Perkins,  i89o-'96 
Lewis  W.  Fling,  i882-'()0  George  H.  Calley,  1896' 

Vice-Presidents  ,, 

George  M.  Cavis,  1872-75  Burley  M,  Ames,  1890' 

David  Mason,  i875-'90 

Treasurers 

Samuel  E.  Holden,  i873-'75         William  C.  White,  1892' 
George  M.  Cavis,  1875-91 

Assistant  Treasurers 

Charles  W.  Fling,  i889-'90  William  C.  White,  i89o-'93 

FIRST    NATIONAL    BANK   OP    BRISTOL 

The  First  National  bank  of  Bristol  was  organized  Sept. 
38,  1898.  The  capital  stock  was  $50,000,  divided  into  500 
shares  of  f  100  encli.  The  lollowing  were  elected  as  a  board  of 
directors:  William  C.  White,  Henry  C.  Whipple,  Marshall 
W.  White,  George  H.  Calley,  George  B.  Cavis,  Burley  M. 
Ames,  Daniel  B.  Weymouth,  John  S.  Conner,  and  Benjamin  F. 
Perkins.  The  directors  organized  Sept.  30,  by  the  election  of 
Henry  C.  Whipple  as  president ;  Benjamin  F.  Perkins,  vice- 
president;  William  C.  White,  cashier;  discount  committee,  the 
president,  cashier,  Daniel  B.  Weymouth,  George  H.  Calley,  and 
John  S.  Conner.  M.  W.  White,  J.  S.  Conner,  and  D.  B.  Wey- 
month  have  retired  as  directors,  and  Clarence  N.  Merrill,  Frank 
P.  Fields,  and  Fred  A.  Spencer  have  taken  their  places.  Messrs. 
Calley,  Cavis,  and  Ames  are  now  serving  on  the  discount  commit- 
tee. William  H.  Marston  of  Oakland,  Me.,  commenced  liisser- 
vices  as  teller  on  the  opening  of  the  bank,  and  Edwin  M.  Davis 
as  clerk,  and  they  are  still  serving. 

This  bank  opened  for  business  Dec.  i,  1898,  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Bristol  .Savings  hniik.  Alltiough  liaving  had  an  existence 
of  but  lilllc  more  than  four  years,  it  is  doing  a  business  of 
nearly  $2,000,000  per  year.  Its  officers  are  men  of  known  capa- 
city and  business  integrity,  and  the  bank,  therefore,  occupies 
an  honorable  position  in  the  business  world. 

'  still  Bcrviug. 
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In  May,  1869,  Isaac  B.  Gordon,  who  had  had  a  printing- 
office  in  Bristol  a  year  or  two,  started  a  twenty- foil r-col  11  nin  folio 
newspaper  called  the  Bristol  Weekly  Neios.  Alter  having  con- 
tinued its  publication  a  few  months,  he  removed  liisolTicc  to  nii  okl 
clinrch  in  South  Alexandria,  where  he  continued  its  publication 
till  the  paper  had  completed  its  first  year.  That  same  week  the 
building  and  office  were  destroyed  by  fire. 

In  December,  1870,  R.  W.  Musgrove  opened  a  printing- 
office  in  the  southeast  room  of  the  second  story  of  White's  block, 
and,  about  1874,  removed  to  Kobie's  block.  Here,  June  38, 
1878,  he  issued  the  first  number  of  the  Bristol  Weekly  Enterprise. 
This  was  a  four-page  sixteen-column  sheet,  otdy  10  x  14  inches 
to  the  page.  It  was  received  with  such  favor  that  after  four 
issues  it  was  slightly  enlarged,  three  inches  being  added  to  its 
length.  At  the  end  of  five  months,  two  pages  were  added,  and, 
with  the  first  issue  in  January,  1879,  a  twenty -four-column  folio 
was  issued,  the  outside  being  printed  in  Boston.  Commencing 
with  the  fourth  volume  in  June,  1881,  it  was  enlarged  to  a 
twenty-eight-cohimn  folio,  and  with  the  first  number  of  the 
seventh  volume,  increased  to  a  thirty-two-colunui  folio.  At  this 
time,  it  had  a  circulation  of  1,600.  Conmicncing  with  the  tenth 
volume,  it  was  nintle  an  all-houie  print.  With  the  issue  of  Dec. 
13,  1900,  it  was  made  an  eight-page  forty-eight-column  quarto, 
and  a  slight  change  was  made  in  name,  dropping  the  word 
"Weekly,"  making  it  simply  The  Bristol  Enterprise.  This 
paper  has  ranked  among  the  best  of  the  weekly  papers  of  the 
state.  In  January,  1884,  the  office  was  removed  to  its  present 
quarters,  on  Central  street,  and  thereafter  operated  by  water- 
power. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHAPTER  XXXV 

FIRE  PRRCINCT  AND  AQUEDUCT  COMPANY 

Itenr  the  loii<]  nlnruin  btllt  — 

llrnr.cri  bclln  I 

What  a  talc  of  tttror,  uow,  tUt-ir  turbulcncy  tclU  I 

—Poe 

BRISTOL  VILLAGE   PIRB   PRECINCT 

Previous  to  1858,  Bristol  villa^  had  no  facilities  to  fight 
(ire  other  than  th(!  water  pail.  A1x>iit  this  time,  tlic  Imnd  tub, 
that  still  docs  service,  was  purchased  through  the  efforU  of 
Oiistavus  Il.irtlett,  Capt.  George  W.  Dow,  and  others.  In  1859* 
the  town  wtis  asked  to  build,  or  assist  in  building,  an  engine- 
house  and  declined  to  do  either,  and  the  engine  was,  therefore, 
housed  iu  the  wagon-shed  of  Capt.  Dow  on  Union  street, 

July  4,  1861,  came  the  greatest  conflagration  in  the  history 
of  the  town,  when  the  entire  west  side  of  Central  square  was 
destroyed.  At  the  next  town  meeting,  in  March,  1862,  it  was 
voted  to  adopt  Chapter  116  of  the  Revised  Stntutcs  for  the 
purfHise  of  forming  a  fire  precinct  o(  the  village  school  districts. 
A  meeting  of  the  voters  of  the  precinct  was  held  June  3,  1862, 
when  II.  I(.  I'owler  was  chosen  moderator,  and  M.  W.  White, 
cleric.  Kirewards  were  elected  and  steps  taken  looking  to  the 
organization  of  an  engine  company,  and  a  cheap  fire  engine- 
house  was  erected  at  the  junction  of  South  Main  and  High 
streets.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  end  of  this  effort.  A 
little  later,  Warren  White  and  others  placed  a  force-pnmp  and 
wheel  at  the  lower  end  of  the  flume  connected  with  the  grist-mill 
on  Central  street,  and  laid  four-inch  iron  pipe  to  Central  square 
and  to  the  Junction  of  Central  and  Merrimack  streets.  This 
afforded  some  protection  for  a  limited  area. 

In  March,  1871,  the  following  petition  was  presented  to  the 
selectmen : 
To  the  Hclectnicn  of  the  town  of  Itrintol  : 

The  iHiikrMiK'i'-il,  k'H"!  voli:r«  «(  the  vil1iit!u  «t  lldBtol  In  Biiitl  tnwii, 
rLfiiicHt  you  to  ilx  liy  Hultsihle  lioiiniliirios  11  vill'iftt^  lire  dlHtrlct,  including 
niich  villnKC  iiikI  Hiicli  partn  of  Buid  town  as  may  seem  to  you  couveuieut, 
uiiil  to  luuke  a  record  thereof.  '   , 

R.  B.  Locke  J.  A.  Haynea  H.  B,  Fowler 

D.  S.  I'owlcr  Geo.  M.  Cavls  Satnnel  Page 

h.  S.  Wallace  l..  W.  Pling  J.  P.  Taylor 

I).  R.  Smith  II.  C.  Tubor 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


434  IIISTORV  Ol'  BRISTOT, 

On  receipt  of  this  petition,  the  selectmen  established  bounds 
for  a  villaji^e  fire  precinct,  and  made  a  record  thereof  as  follows  : 

Penoant  to  the  foregoing  application  of  ten  or  more  legul  voters  of 
the  village  of  Bristol  In  the  town  of  Bristol,  we  hereby  As  hy  suittilile 
boundaries  a  villatre  fire  district  Indudlng  saitl  village,  to  In:  knovrii  as 
"Dristol  vnicige  I'lre  District"  unil  to  be  IioiiihIl-iI  ns  follows : 

Itegltiiilng  at  tlie  south  uaat  corner  of  Milo  I'ellows'  land  on  Peuii- 
gewasset  river,  at  the  south  west  corner  of  land  of  Warren  White, 
thence  northerly  on  said  Pellows  easterly  line  to  the  New  Hamp- 
ton road,  to  the  south  east  corner  of  land  of  I,evi  Locke,  thence 
northerly  on  the  easterly  line  of  said  Locke's  land  to  the  north-easterly 
corner  of  the  same,  thence  westerly  on  the  northerly  line  of  said  Locke's 
land,  and  northerly  line  of  land  of  heirs  of  Levi  Bartlettand  the  southerly 
line  of  Joseph  Kidder's  pasture  to  the  old  turnpike,  thence  northerly  on  snid 
old  turnpike  to  the  northerly  line  of  Cyrus  Tnylor's  luiul,  thence  weaterly 
on  said  Taylor's  northerly  line;  to  the  east  corner  of  John  P.  Caas'  land, 
thence  westerly  on  said  Cass'  southerly  line  till  it  strikes  Newfound 
river,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  noriih  east  corner  of  Blake  &  Mason'* 
Blaisdell  land,  thence  westerly  and  southerly  on  the  northerly  and 
westerly  lines  of  said  Blaisdetl's  land,  to  the  highway  near  the  cemetery, 
thence  on  said  highway  to  the  corner  l>etween  land  of  Albert  Blake  and 
Frederick  Bartlett,  thence  southerly  on  snid  Blakes'  westerly  line,  to  the 
north  westerly  comer  of  said  Bliike's  land,  thence  easterly  on  the  south- 
.  erly  line  of  said  Blake's  laud  to  land  of  Stephen  A.  Oakley,  thence 
southerly  on  the  westerly  line  of  said  Ookley's  land,  oud  the  westerlv 
lines  of  land  of  George  W.  Sunitier  and  licirs  of  S.  B.  Roulliiml  and 
easterly  on  snid  Soutlianl's  easteriy  line  to  hind  of  Ahmni  l>ulluff,  thence 
easterly  on  said  DolloS's  southerly  line  to  said  Pemigewoaset  river, 
thence  up  said  river  to  the  hound  begun  at. 

Witness  our  hands  this  jist  day  of  March,  1S71. 


These  bounds  were  later  so  changed  as  to  include  the  paper 
mills  ol  Mason-Perkins  Paper  company  and  the  farm  of  John  P. 
Cass. 

A  meeting  of  the  voters  of  the  precinct  was  held  at  the 
town  hall,  Apr.  18,  1871,  when  William  A.  Berry  was  chosen 
moderator,  and  George  H,  Fowler,  clerk.  It  was  then  voted  to 
accept  the  bounds  fixed  by  the  selectmen  ;  to  pay  firemen 
twenty-five  cents  per  hour  for  attendance  on  regular  meetings  of 
the  company,  and  forty  cents  per  hour  when  at  fires.  George  T. 
Crawford,  Robert  S.  Hastings,  and  Benjamin  F.  Perkins  were 
elected  firewards.  In  March,  following,  the  town  voted  to  assist 
the  fire  precinct  to  the  extent  of  $2,000  in  the  amount  expended 
or  to  be  expended  for  the  protection  of  the  village  from  fire. 

In  the  summer  of  1878,  a  new  force-pump  with  a  capacity 
of  1750  gallons  per  minute  replaced  the  old  pump  on  Central 
street,  and,  in  1886,  a  new  Hnnt  wheel  took  the  place  of  the  old 
wheel  to  drive  the  pump,  greatly  increasing  its  efficiency.  This 
change  cost  $3$o.     Later,   the  old   pump  was  placed   in  the 
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building  now  owned  by  Calley  &  Currier  on  tlie  south  side  of 
the  river,  and  a  pipe  laid  from  it  to  the  west  side  of  South  Main 
street.  In  1889,  the  new  force-pump  was  removed  from  the  grist- 
mill to  the  pnlp-mill  of  the  Traiii-Smith  company,  at  the  invita- 
tion of  this  company,  and  was  connected  with  a  400- horse- power 
wheel.  Pour  hundred  feet  oE  six-inch  iron  pipe  was  laid  to 
connect  this  pump  with  the  pipe  already  laid  in  Central  street 
and  Central  square.  This  change  greatly  enlarged  the  capacity 
of  this  pump.  That  year,  the  present  engine-house  was  built, 
28  X  42  feet,  two  stories.  The  bell,  presented  by  the  Bristol 
Water  Power  company,  is  the  same  as  huug  in  the  belfry  of  tlie 
old  woolen-mill  near  the  railroad  station. 

In  1885,  the  question  of  a  water  supply  from  Newfound 
lake,  or  some  other  source,  was  agitated.  Meetings  were  held 
by  the  precinct  to  consider  the  matter,  and  a  committee,  consist- 
ing of  John  H.  Brown,  M.  W.  White,  and  B.  F.  Perkins,  was 
appointed  to  inve-sligate  tlie  subject  and  report.  This  commit- 
tee reported  111  favor  of  a  supply  from  the  lake.  This  agitation 
resulted  in  the  formntion  of  the  Bristol  Aqueduct  company  in 
March,  i836,  which  put  in  a  system  of  water  works  from  the 
lake  the  following  summer. 

The  precinct  contracted  with  this  company  for  water  to 
supply  twenty-five  hydrants  at  an  annual  rental  of  thirty  dollars 
each.  This  contract  continued  for  ten  years,  during  which  time 
the  number  of  hydrants  was  increased  to  thirty-three.  At  the 
cud  of  this  time,  a  difference  oE  opinion  existed  between  the 
precinct  and  the  aqueduct  company  as  to  what  the  service  was 
wortli,  and  a  new  contract  was  not  made  till  1899.  A  contract 
was  tiieu  signed  under  which  the  aqueduct  company  was  to 
furnish  water  for  thirty-three  hydrants,  for  ten  years,  at  twenty 
dollars  per  hydrant  per  year ;  the  precinct  to  take  water  for 
flushing  sewers  and  sprinkling  streets  without  extra  charge. 

In  1896,  the  Gamewell  electric  system  of  fire  alarm  was 
installed. 

The  facilities  of  the  fire  district  for  extinguishing  fires  con- 
sist of  thirty-three  hydrants  located  in  ditferent  parts  of  the 
village,  the  hand-engine  purchased  in  1858,  a  Bangor  aerial 
truck,  and  2,500  feet  of  hose.  The  personnel  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment consists  of  three  firewards,  the  Bristol  Fire  Engine  com- 
pany, and  the  Bristol  Hose  company.  No.  a.  The  engine 
company  is  composed,  nominally,  of  forty  men,  of  which  Frank 
Roby  is  the  present  foreman.  The  hose  company  is  composed 
of  fourteen  men,  who  have  entire  charge  of  the  hose  attached  to 
the  hydrants  at  time  of  fire.  Clarence  A.  Smith  is  foremau,  and 
Fred  L.  King  is  assistant. 

Following  is  a  list  of  firewards.  The  date  at  the  left  shows 
the  year  when  elected ;  the  figures  at  the  right  indicate  the 
number  of  consecutive  years  served. 
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1876 


1878 

1 879 


1885 


George  T.  Crawford 
Robert  S.  Hastings 
neiijamiii  F.  Perkins 
Cliarlcs  Forrest 
Rtienezer  K.  Pray 
Joseph  D.  Kelley 
Green  L.  Tilton 
Robert  M.  Mason 
Robert  S.  Hastings 
George  M.  Wooster 
George  W.  Dow 
Robert  S.  Hastings 
John  W.  Wells 
Rnfus  D.  Brown 
Clarence  N.  Merrill 
John  W.  Wells 
Benjamin  L.  Wells 
John  W.  Welts 
Frank  P.  Fields 
Rnfus  D.  Brown 


1S87 


1892 
1893 


1896 
1897 


1899 
1900 


Benjamin  L.  Wells 
Charles  H.  Proctor 
John  S.  Conner 
George  C.  Currier 
Marshall  llalloii 
Charles  P.  George 
Arthnr  Hntcliinson 
Clarence  A.  Smith 
Homer  Roby 
Rnfus  D.  Brown 
George  S.  Tilton 
Simeon  H,  Cross 
Im  B,  Burpee 
Clarence  A.  Smith 
Albro  Wells 
Charles  W.  Fling 
Ira  B.  Burpee 
Joseph  H.  Breck 
Clarence  A.  Smith 
Ansel  G.  Dolloff 


TUB    UKIS'I'OI,    AQUlinUCT   COMl'ANY 


The  Bristol  Aqueduct  company  was  organized  Mar.  31, 
1886,  with  a  capital  of  $20,000,  divided  into  400  shares  of  $50 
each.  The  following  were  the  incorporators :  Josiah  Mtnot 
George  M.  Cavis,  Cyrus  Taylor,  Richard  W.  Musgrove.  Jere 
miah  A.  Haynes,  William  A,  Berry,  Charles  W.  Fling,  Clar- 
ence N.  Merrill,  Edward  M.  Drake,  Benjamin  F.  Perkins, 
Frank  P.  Fields,  David  Mason,  Ira  A,  Chase,  Gustavns  11, 
Sanborn. 

The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  June  10,  1886,  when  the 
following  directors  were  elected  :  G,  M.  Cavis,  B.  F.  Perkins, 
Cyrus  Taylor,  W.  A.  Berry,  R.  W.  Musgrove,  I.  A.  Chase,  C. 
W.  Fling.  B,  F.  Perkins  was  elected  president;  G.  M.  Cavis, 
treasurer,  and  I.  A.  Chase,  secretary. 

The  pipe  was  laid  in  the  summer  of  1886,  from  the  lake  to 
the  village  by  Goodhue  &  Bimie,  under  contract.  John  H, 
Brown  represented  the  aqueduct  company  as  superintendent, 
assisted  by  M.  W.  White  and  B.  F.  Perkins.  The  pipe  laid 
was  mostly  sheet-iron  and  cement,  and  its  durability  has  shown 
the  wisdom  of  its  use.  Iron  pipe  was  used  from  the  lake  to  the 
gate-house,  in  crossing  streams  and  in  some  other  places.  The 
size  of  the  pijje  usc<I  was  fourteen  inches  from  the  intake  in  the 
lake  to  the  gate-house  ;  from  the  gate-house  to  Union  street,  ten 
inches ;  thence  to  Central  .square  it  is  eight  inches  via  L,ake 
street,  and  six  inches  via  North  Main  street.     These  two  (liiK-s 
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unite  at  Central  stjnarc.  A  six-incli  piiw  also  crosses  the  river 
near  tlie  stable  of  John  W.  Wilbur  &  Co.,  to  supply  the  territory 
south  of  the  river.  The  remainder  of  the  pipe  is  mainly  four 
inches. 

The  water  of  Newlound  lake  is  of  exceptional  purity,  as  has 
been  demonstrated  by  analysis,  and  Bristol  is  favored  with  a 
water  supply  that  is  not  surpassed  by  the  most  favored  town  or 
city  in  tlie  state.  Besides  supplying  the  fire  precinct  with  water 
for  fire  purposes,  the  company  supplies  two-thirds  or  more  of  the 
fnintlics  of  the  village  with  watei*  for  domestic  uses.  The  fall 
from  the  crest  of  the  dam  at  the  lake  to  Central  square  is  125 
feet. 

The  present  officers  of  this  company  are  Karl  G.  Cavis, 
president;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Marshall  W.  White;  direc- 
tors, Karl  G.  Cavis,  Benjamin  F.  Perkins,  Marshall  W.  White, 
Frank  P.  Fields,  Richard  S.  Danforth,  Dr.  Ferdinand  A.  Stil- 
liugs,  and  Ira  A.  Chase,  George  M,  Cavis  was  treasurer  till  his 
death  in  1891,  and  Mr.  White  has  since  filtcd  this  position. 
Smith  I>.  Fellows  was  sniierintendent  till  1898,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Ira  B,  Burpee,  who  still  fills  this  position. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI 

EI.UCTRIC    LIGHT   COMPANY,    TELEGRAPHS    AND 

TELEPHONES 

What  hath  God  wrought. 

—Morse. 

THE  BRISTOL  BLBCTRIC  LIGHT  COUPANY 
In  the  fall  of  1889,  Col.  Samuel  P.  Train,  of  Boston,  pro- 
posed to  erect  an  electric  light  plant  in  Bristol  and  light  the 
streets  of  the  village  with  fifty  3? -candle-power  lamps  for  $500 
per  annum  for  ten  years.  The  voters  of  the  town  met  in  town 
meeting,  Oct.  16,  of  that  year,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
this  proposition.  Only  166  voters  were  present,  and  as  money 
could  not  be  raised  at  a  special  town  meeting  except  one-half 
of  the  legal  voters  (325)  of  the  town  were  present,  the  meeting 
adjourned  to  Oct.  26.  At  the  adjourned  meeting  it  was  voted, 
934  in  favor  and  none  against,  "that  the  town  appropriate  'tyxt 
annually  for  ten  years  for  lighting  the  streets  of  the  village  with 
electricity,"  and  "that  the  selectmen  be  fully  empowered  to 
negotiate  with  Col.  Samuel  P.  Train,  or  any  other  responsible 
party,  to  light  the  village  of  Bristol  for  ten  years,  at  a  sum  not 
exceeding  J500  per  year." 

Through  the  efforts  of  George  A.  Emerson,  Esq.,  a  local 
company  was  organized  with  a  capital  of  $8,000,  divided  into 
160  shares  of  $50  each.  The  incorporators  were  Cyrus  Taylor, 
Charles  H.  Dickinson,  Charles  Boardman,  Franklin  Fogg,  Sey- 
mour H.  Dodge,  Ira  A.  Chase,  Albert  Blake.  Charles  H.  Whit- 
ton,  Charles  H.  Tukey,  Herbert  H.  Follansbee,  William  A. 
Berry,  Frank  A.  Gordon,  Charles  W.  Fling,  David  Mason, 
Lewis  W.  Fling,  Benjamin  F.  Perkins,  George  A.  Emerson, 
Marshall  W.  White,  George  H.  Caltey,  Sam  Follansbee,  Frank 
S-  Kirk,  Smith  D.  Fellows,  Richard  S.  Danforth,  Orrin  B.  Ray, 
Kenson  E.  Dearborn,  Austin  H.  Roby. 

The  company  organized  Nov.  6,  1889,  by  the  election  of  the 
following  directors:  George  A.  Emerson,  Esq.,  David  Mason, 
Marshall  W.  White,  George  C.  Currier,  Dr.  George  H.  Calley. 
Henry  C.  Whipple,  and  Ira  A.  Chase,  Esq.  The  directors 
organized  with  the  choice  of  Mr.  Emerson  us  president,  and  Mr. 
Currier,  vice-president.  Austin  H.  Roby  was  elected  secretary 
and  treasurer,  but  he  left  town  soon  after,  and  these  positions 
have  since  been  filled  by  David  M.  Calley. 
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The  dynamo  was  placed  iu  the  basement  of  Taylor  &  Gor- 
don's shop  and  started  in  March,  following,  water-power  being 
obtained  at  a  rental  of  one  dollar  per  day,  on  a  ten  years'  lease. 
In  June,  1899,  the  company  purchased  the  Kollhis  saw-mill  and 
privilege  of  N.  B.  Cloutmati  for  $2,500,  and  erected,  a  few  rods 
below  the  site  of  the  old  mill,  a  new  dam  and  a  brick  power- 
house, 32  X  48  feet,  one  story,  in  which  was  placed  a  new  alter- 
nating two-phase  dynamo,  of  the  capacity  of  150  kilowats,  of 
16,000  frequency,  eight  poles.  1,000  revolutions,  and  capable  of 
producing  from  each  phase  1,300  sixteen-candle-power  lights  at 
the  switch-board,  with  a  voltage  of  3,400.  The  power  to  operate 
this  dynamo  is  a  double  thirty-three-inch  Hunt  wheel,  under  four- 
teen feet  head,  having  a  capacity  of  175  horse-power.  The  dam 
was  constructed  under  the  supervision  of  Clarence  N.  Merrill ; 
the  dynamo  was  set  up,  placed-  in  running  order  and  connections 
made  by  George  A.  Emerson,  assisted  by  George  F.  Buttrick. 
These  improvcnicnls  involved  an  expenditure  of  f  20,000;  and 
the  capital  of  tlic  company  was  increased  to  $16,000. 

Soon  after  this  plant  was  completed,  the  company  sold  to  a 
company  in  New  Hampton  electric  current  sufficient  for  three 
hundred  sixteen -candle- power  lamps  for  $700  annually.  The 
line  to  New  Hampton  was  erected  a  few  mouths  later,  and  New 
Hampton  village  is  now  lighted  with  electricity  generated  at  the 
power-house  in  Bristol.  The  Bristol  Electric  Light  company 
now  furnishes  Bristol  with  eighty-eight  street  lamps  of  thirty- 
Iwo-candlc- power  at  nn  annual  rental  of  fourteen  dollars  each. 
A  large  number  of  residences,  places  of  business,  and  public 
buildings  are  lighted  with  the  electric  current.  For  some  years 
the  current  has  been  supplied  all  night. 

The  present  board  of  directors  has  served  several  years  and 
is  as  follows:  George  A.  Emerson,  Esq.,  George  C.  Currier, 
Simeon  H.  Cross,  Clarence  N.  Merrill,  Dr.  Chauning  Bishop, 
Charles  Boardman,  and  Charles  H.  Dickinson. 

TKLItORAni   AND  TBLBPHONB   UNBS 

The  first  telegrapli  wire  to  Bristol  was  put  up,  about  1870, 
by  the  Northern  Telegraph  company.  The  line  was  erected 
along  the  highway  from  the  south.  This  company  was  absorbed 
a  few  years  later  by  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  which  extended 
the  line  to  Haverhill  and  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.  The  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  was  absorbed  by  the  Western  Union,  and  iu  Septem- 
ber, 1879,  the  line  north  of  Bristol  was  discontinued,  and  the 
line  on  the  south  removed  from  the  highway  to  the  railroad. 
The  first  telegraph  office  was  in  Cyrus  Taylor's  store,  and 
Henry  A.  Taylor  was  the  operator.  After  a  while,  it  was 
removed  to  the  drug  store  of  Edward  S.  Foster ;  thence  to  the 
store  of  Oscar  L,.  Rand  in  the  Rollins  block.     Charles  H.  Dick- 
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inson  succeeded  Mr.  Rand  as  agent,  about  1874,  and  removed 
the  office  to  White's  block  where  lie  still  retains  it. 

The  Tilton  &  New  Hampton  Telegraph  and  Telephone 
company  extended  a  telegraph  line  to  Bristol  in  the  summer  of 
iSgz.  A  year  or  two  later,  this  became  a  telephone  line  and 
is  still  used  as  such.  In  1894,  the  Bell  Telephone  company 
opened  a  public  ofBce  in  Georf^e  H.  Kendall's  store,  and  the  next 
year  George  A.  Robie  established  a  local  line  in  Bristol,  Bridge- 
water,  Hebron,  and  Alexandria.  Mr.  Robie  united  his  line 
,with  the  Bell  Telephone  line  for  outside  business,  in  August, 
1899,  with  the  exchange  located  in  his  store  on  Pleasant  street, 
which  is  still  continued. 

Various  local  and  outside  companies  have  obtained  rights 
to  erect  wires  and  transact  business  in  town,  but  only  the  above 
named  have  established  lines. 
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FRATERNAL  SOCIETIES 


MASONIC  PRATBRNITY 


Organized  Free  Masonry  in  Bristol  has  had  a  history  of 
thirty-eight  years.  Aug.  lo,  1865,  a  dispensation  was  granted 
by  Worshipful  Grand  Master  J.  E.  Sargent  for  an  organization 
of  Masons  in  Bristol,  which-.was  effected,  William  A.  Berry 
was  elected  W.  M. ;  Ira  S.  Cha&e,  S.  W. ;  Moses  H.  Merrow,  J. 
W. ;  Cyrus  Taylor,  treasurer,  and  Levi  D.  Johnson,  secretary, 
A  goodly  number  of  Masons  were  raised  and  the  foundations 
laid  for  tlie  large  and  prosperous  lodge  that  exists  to-day. 
The  charter  for  Union  Lodge,  No.  79,  was  granted  June  13, 
1866,  by  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  John  H.  Rowel!.  The 
charter  members  consisted  of  those  named  above  and  Valorus 
A.  Seavey,  Edwin  C.  Lewis,  James  C.  Parker,  Horace  L. 
Ingnlls,  Jason  C.  Draper,  Lewis  W.  Fling,  Saniuel  K,  Mason, 
William  Dyer,  George  M.  Cavis,  Marshall  W.  White,  Oscar  F. 
Fowler,  Lorenzo  D.  Day,  Hadley  B.  Fowler,  Oscar  F.  Morse, 
Hosea  Q.  Sargeut,  and  George  M.  Wooster.  The  organization 
under  the  charter  occurred  June  22,  1S66,  when  the  same  offi- 
cers were  elected  as  had  been  serving  under  the  dispensation 
and  they  were  installed  the  same  day.  The  first  communication 
was  held  in  a  hall  in  the  second  story  of  Rollins's  block  and  the 
lodge  had  its  home  there  (or  about  four  years,  when  it  removed 
lo  a  hall  over  the  town  hall.  In  December,  1871,  the  records  of 
the  lodge,  which  were  in  the  possession  of  its  secretary,  AUeu 
W.  Bingham,  were  destroyed  by  fire. 

Feb.  4,  1873,  the  lodge  removed  to  a  hall  in  the  attic  of 
what  is  now  Robie's  block,  occupying  it  in  common  with  Cardi- 
gan Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.  This  event  was  appropriately  celebrated. 
A  special  communication  was  held  at  two  o'clock  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conferring  the  third  degree  of  Masonry.  At  five  o'clock 
a  banquet  was  served  by  the  ladies  of  the  Congregational  society 
in  ve-stry  hall,  in  the  same  block,  to  which  the  wives,  daugh- 
ters, and  sisters  of  Masons  were  invited.  Following  the  ban- 
quet, a  public  installation  of  the  officers-elect  took  place  at 
the  town  hall  to  which  the  general  public  was  invited.  This 
was  followed  by  an  adniirable  address  on  "Historic  Masonry," 
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by  Rev.  Silas  Ketchum,  of  Bristol,  chaplain  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  A  pleasant  feature  of  the  day  was  the  presentation  to 
the  lodge,  by  the  widow  of  the  late  Brother  S.  B.  Dow,  of  a 
sword  carried  by  him  to  all  parts  of  the  world  in  his  voyages  as 
captain  of  a  merchant  vessel.  This  sword  lias  been  constantly 
used  since  by  the  tyler  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

In  January,  1876,  Union  Lodge  and  Cardigan  I<odgc 
removed  from  Kobie's  block  to  a  larger  and  more  convenient 
hall  in  Post-o£Bce  block.  This  removal  was  also  appropriately 
celebrated,  and  at  the  first  communication  held  in  this  hall,  Jan. 
14,  there  was  a  public  installation  of  its  officers,  and  a  banquet 
was  served  at  Hotel  Bristol.  In  this  hall  the  lodge  had  two 
years  of  prosperity  and  pleasant  relations  with  its  fellow  occu- 
pants, but  the  remodeling  of  Abel's  block  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity to  obtain  a  hall  for  its  exclusive  use,  and  Sept.  27,  1878, 
the  lodge  leased  this  new  hall  for  five  year^,  at  seventy-five  dol- 
lars a  year,  and  it  was  fitted  for  its  special  use.  The  walls  and 
ceiling  were  finely  frescoed  with  masonic  emblems,  and  it  was 
furnished  at  a  cost  of  about  ^500. 

On  the  3rd  of  December,  at  4  p.  m.,  a  special  communica- 
tion was  held  in  the  new  hall  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  it  in 
due  and  ancient  fonn  to  Masonic  uses.  The  following  Grand 
Lodge  officers  officiated :  Solon  A.  Carter,  M.  W.  G.  M. ; 
supported  by  W.  A.  Clough,  Jun.  G.  D. ;  J.  Frank  Webster,  S. 
G.  D. ;  A.  W.  Baker,  J.  G.  W. ;  Horace  A.  Brown,  S.  G.  W. : 
John  H.Rowell,  D.  G.  M.;  JohnC.  Neal,  master  of  oldest  lodge; 
Chas.  N.  Towle,  G.  T. ;  Jas.  W.  Hildreth.  G.  M. ;  F.  B.  Coch- 
rane, E.  C.  Lewis,  G.  S. ;  Robert  Ford,  G.  P. ;  Joseph  Kidder, 
G.  C. ;  Ira  A.  Chase,  orator ;  George  P.  Cleaves,  G.  S. ;  C.  C. 
Danforth,  G.  T.  ;  Frank  H.  Daniell,  S.  Condon,  Jr.,  G.  S. 
These  ceremonies  over,  the  lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refresliiiients,  and  inarched  witli  their  ladies  to  the  vestry  of  the 
M,  E.  church,  where  a  banquet  was  served.  Later,  a  social 
hour  was  passed  at  the  town,  hall  and  there  was  speaking  by 
visiting  brethren  and  others,  and  singing. 

When  the  new  bank  block  was  erected,  in  1893,  Union 
Lodge  leased  the  entire  third  story,  and  the  rooms  were  arranged 
and  finished  on  plans  furnished  by  the  lodge.  These  rooms 
consist  of  main  hall  32  x  40  feet,  with  large  reception  and  prepa- 
ration rooms,  kitchen,  and  banquet  hall  all  connected.  AH  the 
rooms  are  finished  in  cypress  and  are  finely  furnished,  and  the 
walls  of  each  are  frescoed,  those  of  the  main  hall  having  masonic 
designs  as  has  also  the  carpet  on  the  floor.  All  the  rooms  are 
heated  by  steam  and  lighted  with  electricity.  The  furniture, 
and  in  fact,  all  the  paraphernalia  of  the  lodge  are  first-class,  and 
the  rooms  are,  all  things  considered,  among  the  finest  iu  the 
state.     There  was  expended  in  furnishing  the  hall,  $500. 

Oct.  2,  [895,  the  hall  was  dedicated  in  due  and  ancient  fonti 
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to  the  uses  of  Masonry.  The  ceremonies  coninieiiced  at  two 
o'clock  at  which  time  the  lodge-room  and  the  rooms  adjoining 
were  packed  with  Masons  and  their  ladies.  Union  Lodge  was 
ojicncil  without  ceremony  ntid  the  oSicers  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
were  escorted  in  and  took  their  respective  stations  as  follows : 
C.  C.  Hayes,  M.  W.  G.  M.;  H.  A.  Marsh,  R.  W.  D.  G.  M.; 
John  McLane.  R.  W.  S.  G.  W.;  John  Pender,  R.  W.  J.  G.  W.; 
George  P.  Cleaves.  R.  W.  G.  S.;  Rev.  H.  B.  Smith,  R.  W.  G. 
C:  B.  S.  Kingsiiian,  W.  S.  G.  D.;  John  K.  Wilson,  W.  J.  G. 
I).;  Charles  C.  Dauforth,  W.  G.  M.;  Charles  W.  Fling,  W.  G. 
S.  S.;  Wilmer  C.  Cox.  W.  G.  J.  S.;  David  M.  Calley.  W.  G. 
T.;  William  A.  Berry,  oldest  master  of  the  lodge ;  Richard  W, 
Musgrove,  G,  P.  Gen.  John  H.  Brown  represented  the  archi- 
tect. The  ceremonies  of  dedication  followed,  after  which  a  fine 
address  was  delivered  by  Ira  A.  Chase,  Esq.  At  six  o'clock, 
a  banquet  was  served  in  the  lodge  banqueting  hall  and  in 
the  Imll  l>clow,  where  plates  were  laid  fur  150  people.  After 
the  banquet,  a  reception  was  tendered  the  grand  master  and 
other  grand  lodge  officers.  At  seven  o'clock.  Worshipful  Ma.ster 
Fred  H.  Ackemian  rapped  to  order,  and  the  program  of  the 
evening  commenced.  There  were  interesting  remarks  from  all 
the  grand  lodge  officers  present  and  Congressman  H.  M,  Baker. 
Then  came  a  concert  by  the  Adeliiia  Concert  company,  whose 
niusic  was  exceptionally  fine.  Interspersed  were  vocal  selections 
by  Mrs.  Katherine  Prescott  Crafts  and  Miss  Annie  E.  Bailey, 
and  ini|x;rsona lions  by  Karl  Marshall  White.  Following  the 
reception  and  concert,  a  ball  was  given  at  the  town  hall,  which 
continued  till  twelve  o'clock. 

The  lodge  has  had  a  prosiK-rous  career.  The  total  number 
uniting  with  the  lodge  since  its  organization  has  been  223  ;  the 
membership  in  January,  1903,  was  ui. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  masters  and  secretaries  with 
year  of  election.  In  May,  1871,  the  date  of  election  was  changed 
from  May  to  January  and  the  first  election  thereafter  occurred 
in  January,   1873. 

Masters 

1866  William  A.  Berry  1879        Lucian  A.  Ballon 

1867  Ira  S.  Chase  1880        John  H.  Browu 

1868  Moses  H.  Merrow  1881         Ira  A.  Chase 

1869  Marshall  W.  White  1882        George  H.  Calley 
i»7o  Silas  Kctchnin  )«83-84  Ira  A.  Chase 
1S71  i'*dwiu  C,  Lewis  1885        John  H.  Brown 

1873  Charles  Forrest  1886        Charles  W.  Fling 

1874  Henry  A.  Taylor  1887-88  Charles  E.  Mason 
1875-76  Robert  Ford  1889        Wilmer  C.  Cox 

.1877        Ira  S.  Chase  1890        Charles  H.  Whitton 

1878        Joseph  N.   Dickinson      1891         Fred  A.  Spencer 
28 
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1892-93  William  C.  White  1899        Channing  Bishop 

1894-95  PreA  H.  Ackerman  1900-01  Elbert  E.  Dickinson 

1896-97  George  B.  Cavis  1902        Charles  E.  Davis 

1898        Smith  D.  Fellows  1903        Charles  W.  Holmes 

Secretaries 

1866-67  Levi  D.  Johnson  1889        Oscar  W.  Rice 

1868  John  P.  Taylor  1890-91  Wilnier  C.  Cox 

1869  Charles  B.  Dow  1892-95  Karl  G.  Cavis 
1870-79  Allen  W.  Bingham  1896         Fred  H.  Ackerman 
1880-84  Joseph  N.  Dickinson  1897-98  Charles  W.  Fling 
1885        John  R.  Connor  1899-03  Joseph  N.  Dickinson 
1886-SS  John  H.  Brown 

Cyrus  Taylor  was  tlie  first  treasurer  ol  the  lodge.  He 
served  two  years  and  was  succeeded  hy  George  M.  Cavis,  who 
served  ten  years;  James  M.  Bishop,  one  year;  Ebenezer  IC. 
Pray,  six  years;  Robert  A.  Homer,  four  years,  and  Charles  H, 
Dickinson,  who  has  served  the  last  thirteen  years. 

Union  Lodge  has  been   the  only  Masonic  organization  in 

town.    There  are,  however,  many  Masons  in  town  who  are 

Knights  Templar,  members  of   Mount  Horeb  Commandery  at 

Concord,  and  several  who  are  members  of  other  Masonic  bodies. 

INDKPKNDBNT  ORUBK   OF  ODD   IMII.LOWS 

The  first  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  in  Bristol  was  Pemigewasset 
Lodge,  No.  27.  It  was  organized  Feb.  i,  1849,  and  had  a  brief 
existence,  disbanding  in  1855.  Cardigan  Lodge,  No.  38,  was 
organized  in  Alexandria,  July  15,  1851,  and  Promise  Lodge, 
No.  39,  at  Hebron,  Feb.  10,  1852.  Cardigan  Lodge  was  moved 
to  Bristol  in  1855,  and  Promise  Lodge  united  with  it  in  the  early 
part  of  1856.  Cardigan  Lodge  had  a  fairly  prosperous  career 
and  held  regular  meetings  till  1865,  but  l>cciime  donnaut  in 
1866.  It  was  resuscitated  through  the  efforts  of  Grand  Secre- 
tary Joseph  Kidder,  Oct.  2,  187 1,  and  from  that  time  till  now  has 
had  a  prosperous  career.  At  its  resuscitation  the  membership 
consisted  of  William  A.  Berry,  Esq.,  George  T.  Crawford,  Esq., 
Capt.  Blake  Fowler,  Dr.  Hadley  B.  Fowler,  Joseph  D.  Kelley, 
Thomas  E.  Osgood,  Moses  B.  Howe,  Samuel  Berry,  and  David 
S.  Fowler. 

This  lodge  held  its  meetings  in  a  hall  over  the  town  hall  till 
a  hall  was  completed  in  the  attic  of  Boardman's  new  block,  now 
Robie's,  in  1872,  to  which  it  removed,  and  there  it  remained  till 
January,  1876,  when  it  removed  to  a  hall  in  Post-office  block. 
It  occupied  this  hall  in  connection  with  the  Masons  till  the  latter 
withdrew  to  the  Abel  block  in  September,  1878,  Cardigan  Lodge 
then  refurnished  its  hall.  The  walls  and  ceiling  were  finely 
frescoed,  an  emblematic  carpet  placed  on  the  floor,  and  a  five- 
globe  chandelier  hung,  the  whole  at  a  cost  of  $700. 
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This  hall  was  dedicated  to  the  uses  of  Odd  Fellowship,  May 
33,  1879.  At  this  time,  the  various  chairs  were  filled  as  follows: 
Rev.  Luther  T.  McKinney,  R.  W.  G.  M.;  Henry  A.  Randolph, 
grand  marshal ;  H.  B.  Fowler,  grand  herald  ;  William  A.  Berry, 
herald  of  the  south;  George  H.  Fowler,  herald  of  the  west; 
Frank  R.  Sawyer,  herald  of  the  east;  Pettingill  G.  Carleton, 
herald  of  the  north  ;  Joseph  Kidder,  grand  chaplain. 

Following  these  ceremonies,  175  repaired  to  the  vestries  of 
tile  Free  Baptist  church  and  partook  of  a  banquet.  From  the 
vestries  all  repaired  to  the  town  hall  where  a  large  audience  had 
already  gathered.  Here  0r.  H.  B.  Fowler  presided.  After  a 
piano  solo  and  a  song  by  Mrs.  R.  W.  Musgrove,  Grand  Master 
McKinney  delivered  an  address  on  Odd  Fellowship. 

Aug.  5,  1889,  Cardigan  Lodge  took  a  lease  for  a  term  of 
years  of  the  second  floor  of  Robie's  block,  which  it  still  occu- 
pies. Tliis  floor  consists  of  a  suite  of  five  rooms.  The  main 
hall  i.s  28  X  3,")  feet ;  the  parlor,  connccled  by  folding  doors, 
30  X  30  feet ;  it  also  lias  an  ante-room,  reception  room,  and 
property  room.  Altogether  the  rooms  are  among  the  best  in  the 
state.     This  lodge  has  a  membership  of  147. 

In  April,  1901,  the  lease  was  renewed,  and  between  $500 
and  $600  was  expended  in  refurnishing  and  beautifying  the  hall. 
A  steel  ceiUng  of  attractive  design  was  put  in,  a  new  carpet 
placed  on  the  floor,  new  canopies  erected,  walls  painted  or 
papered,  and  electric  lights  put  in.  This  event  was  celebrated, 
together  with  the  eighty-second  anniversary  ol  the  introduction 
of  Odd  Fellowship  into  the  United  States,  on  the  evening  of 
Apr.  26,  by  a  fine  concert  in  the  hall  given  by  the  Imperial  Hand 
Bell  Ringers,  and  a  banquet  at  Hotel  Bristol,  at  which  175  plates 
were  laid. 

Among  those  who  served  as  N.  G.  of  Cardigan  Lodge 
between  1855  and  1863  were  Charles  M.  Rollins,  Blake  Fowler, 
James  T.  Sanborn,  G.  P.  Gibbs,  Samuel  K.  Mason,  Edward 
Quiun,  and  Joseph  F.  Rollins. 

Among  those  who  served  as  N.  G.  of  Promise  Lodge  or  of 
Cardigan  Lodge,  previous  to  1876,  when  the  records  are  first 
available,  are  W.  A.  Berry,  George  T.  Crawford,  Samuel  Page, 
David  S.  Fowler,  Moses  B.  Howe,  B.  T.  Marston.  Thomas  E. 
Osgood,  D.  B.  Perkins,  Henry  A.  Randolph,  Simeon  H.  Cross, 
Meshech  G.  Chandler,  Joseph  D.  Kelley,  Samuel  H.  Rollins, 
George  H.  Fowler. 

Elected  Noble  Grands  Secretaries 

1876  First  tenn  Robert  S.  Hastings  Kendrick  S.  Bullock 
Second  term  Alfred  P.  Harriman  Albert  Blake,  Jr. 

1877  First  term  Charles  B,  Heath  Simeon  H.  Cross 
Second  term  Woodbury  Sleeper  Pettingill  G.  Carleton 

1878  First  term  Albert  Blake,  Jr.  Riifus  D.  Brown 
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1878  Second  term 

1879  First  term 
Second  term 

1880  First  term 
Second  term 

1881  First  term 
Second  term 

1883  First  term 
Second  term 

1883  First  term 
Second  term 

1884  First  term 
Second  term 

1885  First  term 
Second  term 

1886  First  term 
Second  term 

1887  First  term 
Second  term 

1888  First  term 
Second  term 

1889  First  term 
Second  term 

1890  First  term 
Second  term 

1 891  First  term 
Second  term 

189a  First  term 
Second  term 

1893  First  term 
Second  term 

1894  First  term 
Second  term 

1895  First  term 
Second  term 

1896  First  term 
Second  term 

1897  First  term 
Second  term 

1898  First  term 
Second  term 

1899  First  term 

,  Second  term 

1900  First  term 
Second  term 

1901  First  term 
Second  term 

1902  First  term 
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Pettingill  G.  Carleton 
Rufus  D.  Brown 
Jeremiah  A.  Haynes 
Frank  A.  Gordon 
Frank  A.  Gordon 
Green  L.  Tilton 
George  S.  Tilton 
Weston  Rowell 
Frank  W.  Dimond 
Frank  G.  Blake 
Hadley  B.  Fowler 
Hadley  B.  Fowler 
Orriii  Ivocke 
Frank  A.  Gonlon 
Frank  A.  Gordon 
Fred  H.  Briggs 
Frank  P.  Morrill 
Quincy  A.  Ballon 
Horace  H,  Kirk 
Green  L.  Tilton 
J,  Dudley  Webber 
Charles  D.  Tliyng 
A.  C.  Kenyon 
Dnvid  Perkins 
Charles  I,.  Follansbefe 
Channing  Bishop 
Frank  C.  Buttrick 
Frank  S.  Kirk 
Orlando  B.  French 
Harry  W.  Tilton 
Homer  Roby 
C.  Aaron  Southard 
George  H.  Kendall 
Arthur  Hutchinson 
Charles  H.  Marston 
Don  A.  Burpee 
Charles  W.  Holmes 
Ansel  G.  Dolloff 
David  M.  Calley 
Walter  W.  Favor 
Fred  A.  Philbrook 
Prank  I^amprey 
John  H.  Kidder 
Elbridge  S.  Bickford 
John  J.  Bryson 
John  J.  Bryson 
Ai  B.  Smith 
Alonzo  H.  Worthley 


Milo  H.  Crosby 
Prank  A.  Gordon 
George  S.  Tiltou 
Ira  C.  Brock 
Ira  C.  Brock 
Frank  W.  Dimond 
Frank  R,  Sawver 
Charles  W.  Coolidge 
Calvin  H.  Martin 
Frank  A.  Gordon 
Frank  A.  Gordon 
Frank  A.  Gordon 
Frank  A,  Gordon 
Fred  II.  Briggs 
Frank  C.  Buttrick 
Frank  A.  Gordon 
Channing  Bishop 
Frank  A.  Gordon 
Frank  A.  Gordon 
Frank  A.  Gordon 
Fred  H.  Briggs 
Fred  H.  Briggs 
Austin  H.  Koliy 
Harry  W.  Tilton 
George  S.  Tilton 
George  S.  Tilton 
George  S.  Tilton 
Geoige  S.  Tilton 
George  S.  Tilton 
George  S.  Tilton 
George  S.  Tilton 
George  S.  Tilton 
George  S.  Tilton 
Homer  Roby 
Homer  Roby 
Homer  Roby 
Homer  Roby 
Charles  H.  Marston 
Charles  H.  Marston 
Charles  H.  Marston 
Charles  H.  Marston 
David  Perkins 
David  H.  Goodhue 
David  H.  Goodhue 
David  Perkins 
Frank  A.  Gordon 
David  Perkins 
David  Perkins 
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1902  Second  tenn   Charles  H.  Tukey 

1903  First  term       Artbur  H.  Morrill 


David  Perkiiis 
David  Perkins 


FROHISB  LODGE,   NO.    12,   DAUGHTBRS  OF   KBBBKAH 

Promise  Degree  Lodge,  Ko.  12,  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  was 
instituted  as  an  adjunct  to  Cardigan  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  Feb.  3, 
1876,  with  the  following  charter  members :  Robert  S.  Hastings, 
Kcndrick  S.  nuUock,  David  S.  Fowler,  Charles  B.  Heath, 
Woodbury  Sleeper.  Green  L-  Tilton,  Simeon  H.  Cross,  Milo  H. 
Crosby,  Burley  M.  Ames,  James  A.  Curtice,  Mrs.  Jane  B. 
Burley,  Mrs.  Harriet  B.  Crosby,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Heath,  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Ames,  Mrs.  Martha  D.  Alexander,  Mrs.  Julia  A. 
Hastings,  Mrs.  Martha  A.  Brown,  Mrs.  JuHa  A.  Cross,  Mrs. 
Mary  J.  Fowler,  Mrs.  Annie  C.  Sleeper,  Mrs.  Almira  E.  Bullock. 
Sidney  A.  Brown,  Joseph  D,  Kelley,  James  W.  Burley. 

This  lodge  uscH  the  .same  hall  as  Cardigan  Lodge,  has  had 
a  prosperous  existence,  and  now  numbers  101  members.  The 
Xollowiiig  liave  served  as  noble  grand  and  secretary : 


Noble  I 

Grands 

1876 

Hadley  B.  Fowler 

1889 

Sarah  Fowler 

1877 

Joseph  D.  Kelley 

1890 

Kate  E.  Wilbur 

I87S 

Henry  A.  Randolph 

1891-92 

Sarah  E.  Robie 

Martha  D.  Alexander 

1393 

Caroline  D.  Thyng 

1879 

Olive  M.  Sawyer 

1894 

Mary  E.  Favor 

1879-80  Annie  C.  Sleeper 

1895 

Florence  D.  Tiltoii 

18S1 

Jeremiah  A.  Haynes 

1896 

Sadie  V.  Burley 

1882 

Martha  D.  Alexander 

1897 

Harriet  E.  Webber 

1883 

JaneB.  Burley 

1898 

Sarah  E.  Robie 

1K84 

Julia  A.  Hastings 

1899 

Ida  M.  Calley 

1885 

Sarah  Fowler 

I9O0MJI 

Kate  E.  Wilbur 

1886 

Hadley  B.  Fowler 

J902 

Sarah  Fowler 

1887 

Charles  B.  Heath 

"903 

LiUer  J.  Sarsons 

188S 

Hulda  B.  Rollins 

Secretaries 

1876 

Annie  C.  Sleeper 

1888 

Julia  A.  Cross 

1S77 

Mary  J.  Heath 

1889-90  JosephiueM.Hazelton 

i87» 

Mary  A.  Ames 

1891 

Mary  E.  Favor 

1879 

Harriet  A.  Haynes 

1S93 

Florence  D.  Tilton 

Jane  B.  Buriey 

1893-94 

Sadie  V.  Buriey 

1880 

Jane  B.  Burley 

1895 

Sarah  E.  Robie 

188 1 

Olive  M.  Sawyer 

1896 

Mary  E.  Moshier 

1882 

Sarah  Locke 

1897 

Sarah  E.  Robie 

1883-8^ 

t  Harriet  A.  Haynes 

1898-99 

.  Delia  A.  Briggs 

i885-8f 

i  Kate  E.  Wilbur 

1900-01 

Myrtie  Bryson 

1887 

Mamie  E.  Taylor 

1902-03 

May  F.  Clark 
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NBLSON   POST,    HO.   40,    Q.   A.    R. 

Nelson  Post,  No.  40,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  was 
organized  in  Bristol  by  Capt.  C.  J.  Richards,  department  com- 
mander, and  other  department  officers  and  visiting  comrades,  on 
Thursday  evening,  Aug.  8, 1878.  The  Post  was  named  in  honor 
of  Albert  and  Dan  Nelson,  of  Bristol,  brothers,  who  Imt  their 
lives  at  Chanceltorsville.  The  following  were  tlie  charter  mem- 
bers: Richard  W.  Miisgrove,  William  A.  Beckford,  Hadley  B. 
Fowler,  Moody  O.  Edgerly,  Charles  N,  Drake,  Henry  A,  San- 
born, Timothy  Tilton,  Henry  A.  Randolph,  Oliver  P.  Hall,  Wil- 
liam F,  Hanaford,  George  C.  Breck,  Stephen  D,  Huse,  Horace 
1,.  Ingalls,  Bnos  B.  Ferrin,  James  W.  Burley,  Charles  B. 
Heath,  M.  E.  Southworth,  Benj.  E.  Blackstone,  Benj.  Swett, 
Frank  A.  Ferrin. 

Twenty-one  comrades  were  initiated,  after  which  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected  and  installed  :  Post  commander,  R.  W. 
Musgrove;  senior  vice-commander,  W.  A.  Beckford;  junior 
vice-commander,  M.  O.  Edgerly  ;  adjutant,  C.  N.  Drake  ;  quar- 
termaster, Timothy  Tilton;  surgeou,  H.  B.  Fowler;  chaplain, 
Henry  A.  Randolph;  sergeant-major,  William  F.  Hanaford; 
quartermaster-sergeant,  Henry  A,  Sanborn. 

Cardigan  Ix)dgc,  I.  O,  O.  F.,  loaned  the  use  of  its  hall  in 
Post-office  block  for  this  and  one  or  two  subsequent  meetings. 
The  Post  then  hired  a  hall  over  a  store-house  of  Cyrus  Taylor  on 
Pleasant  street,  where  it  continued  to  hold  meetings  till  the  spring 
of  189s,  when  it  hired  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  the  same  hall 
its  first  meeting  was  held  in. 

This  organization  has  had  a  prosperous  existence  and  a 
warm  place  in  the  respect  and  affections  of  tlie  people.  Its  mem- 
bership at  the  end  of  the  first  year  was  eighty.  From  that  time 
till  now,  owing  to  deaths  and  withdrawals,  there  has  been  a 
gradual  loss,  till  now  the  membership  is  only  thirty-five. 

This  Post  has  done  a  good  work  in  looking  after  needy 
veterans  and  their  families.  It  has  observed  Memorial  Day  each 
year  in  a  fitting  manner.  Its  usual  exercises  on  that  day  have 
been  a  visit  to  Hill  in  the  moniing,  assisting  in  the  services 
there.  At  2  p.  m.,  in  Bristol,  a  parade  occurs  with  martial 
music,  the  school  children  often  participating,  brief  exercises  at 
the  soldiers'  monument  with  an  address  to  the  unknown  dead, 
the  decoration  of  the  graves  of  deceased  soldiers  with  flags  and 
flowers  at  the  roll  of  the  drum ;  a  return  to  Central  square  or 
town  hall  where  an  oration  is  delivered  either  immediately 
following  or  in  the  evening.  These  services  are  always  attended  ■ 
by  a  large  and  interested  concourse  of  people.  At  first  the 
expenses  of  the  day  were  paid  by  contributions,  but  soon  the 
town  made  an  appropriation  of  $50  and  later  $60  each  year  to 
pay  the  expenses. 
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PRATERNAI,    SOCIETIES 


1878 

RicliardW.Musgrove 

1891-92 

1879 

William  A.  Beckford 

1893 

1880 

Moody  0.  Kdgerly 

1894 

i88i-8^ 

Charles  N.  Drake 

1895 

1885 

James  W.  Saunders 

1896 

1886 

William  C.  Sargent 

1897 

1887 

Charles  H.  Proctor 

1898-99 

1888 

Simeon  H.  Cross 

1900 

1S89 

Timothy  Tiltoii 

1901-OJ 

1890 

Reuben  H.  Jaqtiitli 

1903     . 

Adjutants 

1878 

Charles  N.  Drake 

1887 

1879 

Charles  B.  Heath 

1888 

1880 

Henry  A.  Randolph 

1889 

1881 

Charles  S.  Brown 

1890 

1882 

Harvey  W.  Drew 

1891 

1883 

Charles  H.  Proctor 

1892-93 

1884-85 

Charles  B.  Heath 

1894-03 

Charles  N.  Drake 


Daniel  K.  Cummings 
George  H.  Fl,eer 
Alonzo  H.  Worthley 
George  W.  Dimond 
George  C.  Currier 
George  D.  Maclinn 
John  F.  Phillips 
William  F.Hanaford 
Hdwiu  O.  Mardeti 
William  C.  Kelley 


Harvey  W.  Drew 
James  W.  Saunders 
Charles  N.  Drake 
Frauk  A.  Gordon 
James  W.  Saunders 
George  C.  Currier 
James  W.  Saunders 


NBLSON   POST    KBLIBP  CORPS 

Nelson  Post  Relief  Corps  was  organized  in  Grand  Army  hall 
Aug.  4,  1884,  by  Mrs.  Celia  F,  P.  Foster  of  Milford,  department 
secretary.  The  following  were  the  charter  members  :  Philinda 
Sanborn,  Hattie  A.  Drake,  Jennie  N,  Kidder,  Kmma  M.  Cum- 
mings, Ruth  P.. Brown,  EUen  M.  Cummings,  Jane  B.  Burley, 
Ellen  F.  Pattee,  Amanda  G.  Hanaford.  Mary  M.  Page,  Ida  A. 
Caliey,  Lizzie  Sargent,  Antionette  E.  Fleer,  Anna  M.  Hutchin- 
son, Minnie  Walker,  Abbie  F.  Proctor,  Harriet  Twombly,  Sara 
J.  Littlefield,  Jane  Everleth,  Lovina  W.  Kirk,  Laurilla  P.  Cross, 
Angle  M.  Heath,  Mary  Keaton,  Annetta  Favor,  Abbie  Colby. 

The  following  olTiccrs  were  elected  and  installed:  Presi- 
dent, Philinda  Sanborn  ;  S.  V.,  Hattie  A.  Drake  ;  J.  V.,  Jennie 
N.  Kidder;  secretary,  Emma  M.  Cummings;  treasurer,  Ellen 
M.  Cummings  ;  chaplain,  Ruth  P.  Brown  ;  guardian.  EUen  F. 
Pattee. 

Presidents 
1884-85  Philinda  Sauboni  1895        Mary  J.  Saunders 

1886        Jane  B.  Burley  1896-97  Ellen  M.  Cummings 

1887-88  Jennie  N.  Kidder  1898-99  AniandaG. Hanaford 

1889-90  Lizzie  Sargent  1900-01  Sadie  V.  Huckins 

1891  EUeu  F.  Pattee  1902        Sarah  E.  Seaver 

1892  Emma  M.  Kendall  1903        Liller  J.  Sarsons 
1893-94  Antoinette  E.  Fleer 
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Secretaries, 

1884-85  Gmma  M.  Cumniings  1895        KUen  P.  Patfee 

1886        Emma  M.  Kendall  1896        Etoma  M.  Kendall 

1887-90  Jane  B.  Hurley  1897-99  Abbie  F.  Grey 

1891         Linnie  M.  Smitli  1900        Ellen  M.  Ciimmings 

1892-93  Elleii  M.  Cuinintng:s  1901         Amanda  G.  Hannford 

1894        Jennie  N.  Kidder  1902-03  Zeiina  M.  Kleer 

NBWFOCTHD    LAKB   GRANGB 

Kewfound  I<ake  Grange,  No.  t6a,  was  organized  by  Emri 
C.  Hutchinson,  secretary  of  the  state  grange,  Mar.  17,  1891, 
with  the  following  charter  members :  Calvin  H.  Martin,  Zerah  E. 
Tilton,  George  D.  Judkins,  Warren  F.  Keezer,  Silas  S.  Hrowu, 
Solon  Dolloff,  Woodbury  Sleeper,  William  J.  Sullivan,  Horace 
N.  Emmons,  Fred  B.  Buttrick,  Alvertus  N.  McMurphy,  George 
W.  Morrill,  Charles  H.  Morrill,  Perley  H.  Sleeper,  Enos  B. 
Ferrin,  Mrs.  Silas  S.  Brown,  Mrs.  Woodbury  Sleeper,  Mrs. 
Horace  N,  Emmons,  Mrs,  Helen  Judkins,  Mrs.  Hannah  Mor- 
rill, Mrs.  Georgia  Tilton,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Foster,  Mrs.  Calvin  H. 
Martin,  Mrs,  Jennie  McMurphy. 

The  of&cers  at  organization  were :  Calvin  H.  Martin,  mas- 
ter; Zerah  E.  Tilton,  overseer;  George  D.  Judkins,  lecturer; 
Warren  F.  Keyser,  steward  ;  Alvertus  N.  McMurphy,  assistant 
steward ;  Silas  S.  Brown,  chaplain ;  Solon  Dolloff,  treasurer ; 
Woodbury  Sleeper,  secretary;  William  J.  Sullivan,  gatekeeper; 
Mrs.  Georgia  Tilton,  Ceres  ;  Mrs,  Lizzie  Foster,  Pomona  ;  Mrs. 
Calvin  H.  Martin,  Flora  ;  Mrs.  Jennie  McMurphy,  lady  assistant 
steward;  Horace  N.  Emmons,  Fred  B.  Uuttrick,  and  Alvertus 
N.  McMurphy,  executive  committee. 

This  grange  has  had  a  prosperous  existence.  It  has  held 
each  year  at  the  town  hall  a  highly  creditable  grange  fair.  Its 
meetings  are  held  on  Friday  evening  of  each  week  in  a  hall  in 
Robie's  block,  and  are  of  a  social  and  literary  nature,  and 
topics  of  practical  importance  to  the  farmer  are  discussed.  Its 
present  membership  is  133. 

Masters 
1891-92  Calvin  H.  Martin  1898        Daniel  K.  Cummings 

1893  Zerah  E.  Tilton  1899        Zerah  E.  Tilton 

1894  Woodbury  Sleeper  1900-01  Solon  Dolloff 

1895  Warren  F.  Keezer  1902-03  Frank  G.  Bartlett 
1896-97  AlvertusNMcMurphy 

Secretaries 
1891-93  Woodbury  Sleeper  1898        AlonzoB.  Gale 

1894  John  R.  Connor  1899        Edwin  C.  Merrill 

1895  Calvin  H.  Martin  1900        Fred  E.  Seaver 
1896-97  Edwin  C.  Merrill  1901-03  Jennie  McMurphy 
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I^KB  AND  VALLEY  POMONA  GRANGU 
Lake  and  Valley  Pomona  Grange  was  organized  at  the  town 
hall,  Bristol,  May  14,  1901,  by  George  R.  Drake,  of  Manchester, 
representative  of  the  state  grange,  assisted  by  Charles  S.  Ford, 
of  Lebanon,  Pomona  deputy,  and  Richard  Pattee  of  New  Hamp- 
ton, district  deputy.  The  officers  elected  and  installed  were : 
H.  Taylor  Heath,  Bristol,  master;  Albert  E.  Moore,  Hebron, 
overseer;  Richard  Pattee,  New  Hampton,  lecturer;  Hadley  B. 
Worthen,  New  Hampton,  assistant  lecturer;  Frank  R.  Wood- 
ward, Hill,  chaplain;  H.  Elgin  Wells,  Alexandria,  steward; 
Mnt.  Jennie  McMurphy,  Sontti  Alexandria,  secretary ;  Solon 
Dolloff,  Bristol,  treasurer ;  Harris  W.  Hammond,  Bridgewater, 
assistant  steward  ;  Mrs,  Sarah  Fowler,  Bristol,  Pomona ;  Mrs. 
Ned  Emery,  Alexandria,  Flora  ;  Mrs.  Clara  P.  Fifield,  Bridge- 
water,  Ceres  ;  Lucy  M.  Favor,  Bristol,  lady  assistant  steward. 

This  grange  is  composed  of  members  of  the  following 
subordinate  granges  :  Newfound  Lake  grange,  of  Bristol ;  New 
Hampton  grange ;  Cardigan,  of  Alexandria  ;  Olive  Branch,  of 
Hebron ;  Pasquauey,  of  Bridgewater,  and  Pemigewasset,  of 
Hill.  It  holds  a  meeting  each  quarter  with  such  subordinate 
lodge  as  may  extend  an  invitation,  and  a  yearly  meeting.  Its 
headquarters  are  at  Bristol.  At  its  organization  it  had  ninety- 
five  charter  members,  and  in  January,  1903,  had  a  membership 
of  231. 

KNIGHTS   OF   PYTHIAS 

Bristol  Lodge,  No.  46,  Knights  of  Pythias,  was  organized 
Nov.  8,  1894,  with  the  following  charter  members:  George  H. 
Calley,  Charles  A.  Nelson,  Horace  C.  Yeatoii,  William  A. 
Becklord,  Charles  L.  Kemp,  OtisF.  Cross,  Amos  A.  Blake,  W. 
S.  H.  Kemick,  Olin  Bert  Sanders,  Napoleon  B.  Giguere,  John 
A.  Favor,  William  George,  Horace  H.  Kirk,  Charles  E.  Rounds, 
Dudley  K.  Blake,  Edward  E.  Wheet,  Frank  S.  Kirk,  John  F. 
Phillips,  Frank  S.  Webster,  William  A.  Phillips,  John  W.  San- 
born, Herbert  L.  Phillips,  Hiram  M.  Worthley,  Fred  S.  Fall, 
William  J.  Sullivan,  George  H.  Fowler,  Charles  N.  Drake, 
James  W.  Saunders,  Quincy  A.  Ballou. 

This  is  a  benevolent  and  fraternal  organization.  The  Bris- 
tol lodge  has  had  a  prosperous  career  and  Jau.  i,  1895,  received 
from  Grand  Chancellor  Frank  M.  Becklord,  a  prize  banner  for 
having  made  the  largest  gain  in  membership  of  any  lodge  in  the 
slate  during  the  year  1894.  Its  meetings  are  held  in  the  hall  in 
Post-olTice  block. 

Chancellor  Commanders 
1894-5  George  H.  Calley  1897       Quincy  A.  Ballou 

1896  Charles  A.  Nelson  1898      W.  S.  H.  Reinick 
Horace  C.  Yeaton  William  J.  Sullivan 

1897  Fred  S.  Fall  1899      William  J.  Sullivan 
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1899  Sebastians.  Quint  1901       Arthur  Jewell 

1900  William  G.  McCrillia        190a       Hiram  M,  Worthley 
Fred  W.  Simonda  Stephen  Valla 

igoi      Ansel  G.  Dolloff  1903      Prank  H.  Fleer 

Keeper  of  Records 
1897-1903  James  W.  Saunders 
1894-5        Charles  L.  Kemp         1896  Ulysses  G.  Buxton 

ANCIENT  ORDBR    OP   UNITBD   WOREHBN 

Merrill  Lodge,  No.  23,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men was  organized  in  Bristol,  May  i,  1895,  with  the  following 
officers:  Charles  W.  Fling,  P.  M.  W.;  Chamiing  Bishop,  M. 
W.;  Amasa  S.  Hilands,  P.;  Albro  Wells,  O.;  Louis  S.  Kobie, 
recorder;  Charles  W.  W.  Pope,  financier ;  Orlando  B,  French, 
receiver ;  Walter  W.  Favor,  guide;  Albon  M.  Simonds,  I.  W.; 
Quincy  A.  Ballou,  O.  W. 

This  is  a  fraternal  beneficiary  organization  and  meets  twice 
each  month  in  Knights  of  Pythias  hall. 

Its  present  officers  are  :  Stephen  F,  Hammond,  P,  M.  W.; 
Quincy  A.  Ballou,  M.  W.;  Albro  Wells,  F.;  Louis  S.  Robie,  0.; 
Walter  W.  Favor,  financier ;  Charles  W.  Fling,  receiver ;  Chan- 
ning  Bishop,  recorder;  Charles  W.  W.  Pope,  guide;  William 
C.  White,  I.  W.;  Frank  H.  Fleer,  O.  W. 

KNIGHTS  OP  THE  MACCABEES 
Red  Oak  Lodge,  No.  26,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  was 
Instituted  in  Bristol,  Feb.  34,  1903.  The  present  officers  are : 
William  S.  Boswell,  past  commander ;  Charles  C.  Martin,  com- 
mander ;  Burton  E.  Foss,  lieutenant ;  F.  L.  King,  record- 
keeper  and  financier ;  Dr.  J.  W,  Coolidge,  mcdicaf  examiner 
and  chaplain ;  Samuel  L.  Pierce,  sergeant ;  Leon  H.  Grey,  mas- 
ter-at-arms; A.  H.  Tibbetts,  sentinel. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIII 

FARMS  AND  FARMING 

I'nrthcr  down,  on  the  slope  of  the  liill,  was  the  well  irith  its  moss-grown 
Ducket,  fnstcued  wltli  Irou,  aud  near  it  a  trough  (or  the  horses. 

—Longfellow. 

Ill  the  early  days  oi  the  town,  {arming  was  its  chief  indus- 
try. Manufacturing  was  largely  confined  to  sawing  lumber  and 
grinding  grain  for  domestic  use.  The  pasturage  of  the  farms 
was  extensive,  and  supported  large  herds  of  cattle  and  flocks  of 
sheep,  Lhc  sale  of  which  constituted  one  of  the  chief  sources  of 
Income  Iroiii  the  (arms.  On  every  fann  sufficient  hay  was  cut  to 
winter  the  stock  and  to  furnish  some  for  the  local  market.  Wheat, 
rye,  and  corn  supplied  the  table  and  fattened  the  stock  and  swine 
for  market.  Wood  from  the  forest  supplied  fuel  for  the  huge 
fireplaces  and  found  a  market  in  the  village.  The  food  that  was 
consumed  and  the  clothes  worn  were  the  products  ol  the  farm. 
At  all  seasons  of  the  year,  the  farmer's  life  was  one  of  incessant 
toil  from  morning  till  night. 

On  the  incoqKjraliou  of  llrislol,  there  were  only  thirty-five 
taxpayers  residing  in  the  village  district,  and  a  part  of  these 
were  fanners  ;  outside  ol  the  village  there  were  eighty-five  tax- 
payers, nearly  all  of  whom  were  farmers.  The  number  of 
farmers  continued  to  increase  till  1848,  when  it  reached  its 
highest  point,  186.  About  that  time  emigration  from  New 
Hampshire  commenced  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  many  left  the 
hill  farms  of  Bristol  for  the  prairie  farms  of  the  West.  In  later 
years,  village  and  city  life  have  drawn  many  from  the  farms, 
and  the  decrease  in  the  lurmiiig  jKipnIation  has  been  constant 
till  now,  while  the  population  of  the  village  has  constantly 
increased.  In  1902.  there  were  580  taxpayers  in  town,  but  the 
number  of  farmers  was  no  more  than  in  1830. 

The  greatest  change  in  the  farming  community  has  taken 
place  in  and  near  the  Locke  neighborhood.  Where  once  was  a 
thriving  connnuiiity  with  a  large  school,  religious  privileges,  and 
social  activity,  there  are  now  t^iree  or  four  isolated  farms  that 
are  inhabited.  One  pasture,  lying  partly  in  Bristol  and  partly 
in  Itridgcwater,  contains  what  was  once  thirteen  farms,  each  of 
which  supi)orled  a  large  family.  The  highway  where  once  rode 
the  post-rider,  and  which  was  once  an  avenue  for  commerce,  is 
now  cros.sed  by  a  stone  wall.  Apple  orchards  are  struggling  for 
existence  among  rapidly  growing  forest  trees,  and  rose  bushes 
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mark  the  spots  where  famihouses  once  sheltered  life  and  activity. 
Much  of  these  abandoned  farms  are  now  growing  up  to  forest. 

Cattle  are  now  rarely  raised  for  market.  The  keeping  of 
sheep,  once  a  prominent  industry,  is  now  almost  unknown.  In 
1844,  there  were  1,265  sheep  taxed  in  Bristol ;  in  1902,  only  119. 
The  spinuing-wheel  and  the  loom  have  disappeared  and  in  their 
.  places  are  seen  the  sewing-machine,  silks  and  cassinicres,  and 
on  the  once  sanded  floor  is  a  carpet  from  the  factory.  Scarcely 
a  field  of  wheat  has  been  seen  in  town  for  many  years,  flour  from 
the  West  having  taken  the  place  of  domestic  wheat.  Pressed 
hay  from  Canada  supplies  the  local  market,  and  even  fertilizers 
are  purchased  for  tlie  farm.  Stoves  have  superseded  the  roar- 
ing fireplaces,  and  many  homes  nre  heated  with  coal  from  the 
mines  of  Pennsylvania.  The  niowiug-nmchine  has  taken  the 
place  of  the  scythe,  and  the  horse  tedder,  the  hand  rake.  The 
farmer  of  to-day  lives  in  environments  and  in  a  civilization 
unknown  to  the  farmers  of  even  fifty  years  ago. 

More  attention  is  now  given  to  fruit  culture  and  dairy  farm- 
ing than  ever  before.  Apples  for  market  are  now  raised  on 
nearly  every  farm.  The  Baldwin  is  the  favorite  variety  for 
export,  but  it  is  supplemented  with  the  Gravenstein,  Nonesuch, 
Porter,  the  Rhode  Island  Greening,  Nod-head,  Blue  Pearmain, 
and  a  few  other  varieties.  No  success  baa  been  attained  in  the 
raising  of  pears,  peaches,  or  small  fruit  on  the  soil  of  Bristol. 
In  1903,  there  were  shipped  from  the  railroad  station  in  Bristol, 
about  10,000  barrels  of  apples  raised  in  Bristol  and  adjoining 
towns.  In  1902,  there  were  taxed  in  Bristol  425  cows.-  The 
grade  of  stock  is  now  much  superior  to  that  formerly  kept,  and 
includes  the  Hereford,  the  Jersey,  and  the  Holstein.  A  por- 
tion of  the  milk  is  made  into  butter  at  the  homes,  but  the  greater 
part  is  sold  on  the  local  milk  routes,  delivered  to  the  niitk  car 
that  leaves  Bristol  four  times  each  week,  or  is  sold  lo  the  Deer- 
foot  Farm  company  that  sends  the  cream  to  market  and  gives 
the  skim-milk  back  to  the  farmers,  who  feed  it  to  calves  or 
swine. 

The  survival  of  the  fittest  is  seen  in  the  history  of  farming 
in  Bristol,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  and  so  there  are  in  town  fine 
farms  and  progressive,  modern  farmers.  Zerah  If.  Ttlton  Ims 
the  largest  farm  in  town  and  pays  the  largest  tax  of  any  farmer. 
His  home  farm  and  the  Aaron  Sleeper  farm,  which  be  recently 
acquired,  contain  600  acres.  He  cuts  nearly  100  tons  of  hay, 
and  in  1902,  cultivated  ten  acre's  of  corn  and  the  same  of  oats, 
all  of  which  was  cut  up  for  the  silo.  He  keeps  twenty  cows  and 
twenty-two  other  neat  stock,  all  full  blood  or  high  grade  Hol- 
stein, and  five  horses. 

John  F.  Merrow,  of  Boston,  has  a  farm  of  atwut  300  acres, 
that  is  under  the  highest  state  of  cultivation  of  any  farm  in 
town.     His  farm  is  especially  valuable  for  its  grass  and  fruit. 
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He  cuts  nearly  loo  tons  ol  hay,  and  sometimes  ships  400  barrels 
of  apples  to  market,  including  early  varieties  like  the  Graven- 
steiiis.  He  has  kept  a  large  numter  of  high  grade  Jerseys. 
Mr,  Merrow  spends  his  summers  on  this  farm.  Its  location  in 
tlie  northeastern  part  of  the  town  is  especially  fine,  and  the 
view  is  one  of  the  grandest  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

Rev.  George  J.  Judkins  has  a  farm  ol  400  acres.  He  cuts 
forty-five  or  more  tons  of  hay,  and  plants  ten  acres  of  corn, 
which  is  cut  for  the  silo,  making  nearly  100  tons  of  ensilage. 
His  has  been  di.'itinctivcly  a  dciiry  fnnn,  and  he  has  kept  thirty 
or  more  cows.  For  many  years,  he  nmde  on  the  average  eighty 
pounds  of  butter  each  week.  In  1898,  he  purchased  of  Horace 
N.  Umniotis,  a  milk  route,  but  in  1902  he  abandoned  this 
business,  and  now  sends  bis  milk  to  the  milk  car. 

Horace  N.  Knimons  has  a  valuable  farm  of  about  400  acres. 
He  operated  a  milk  mute  for  twenty  years  previous  to  his  sale  to 
Kgv.  Mr.  Judkins,  and  kept  thirty  or  more  cows.  He  has  raised 
as  many  as  600  huslicls  of  slielled  corn  in  one  season.  He  has, 
also,  a  good  fruit  orchard. 

Solon  Dolloff  has  one  of  the  best  fruit  orchards  in  town,  and 
he  keeps  fifteen  to  twenty  cows.  Calvin  H.  Martin  cuts  sixty 
tons  of  hay  and  milks  twelve  cows,  making  the  cream  into  dairy 
butter.  J.  H.  Huckins  keeps  from  sixteen  to  twenty  cows  and 
markets  his  milk  at  the  creamery.  Alfred  H.  Heath  has  a  fine 
herd  of  thirty  Holsteins,  and  cuts  seventy-five  tons  of  hay.  Levi 
N.  Heath  milks  ten  cows,  nud  cuts  thirty  tons  of  liay. 

Ranking  among  the  best  are  the  farms  of  Hiram  T,  Heath, 
Charles  A.  Gale,  M.  V.  B.  Dalton,  Levi  J.  Nelson,  Harry  F. 
Prescott,  Silas  S.  Brown,  and  E.  J.  Gordon.  Simeon  H.  Cross 
lias  kept  fifteen  or  more  cows  and  a  portion  of  the  time  hai 
operated  a  milk  route.  William  F.  Hanaford  has  operated  a 
milk  route  for  twelve  years,  with  ten  or  twelve  cows.  George 
A.  Dow  now  has  a  milk  route  buying  his  milk  of  the  farmers. 

In  igoj,  Mrs.  Albert  G.  Robie  made,  from  the  milk  of  four- 
teen cows,  3,950  ]iouiids  of  butter,  all  of  which  was  sold  in  the 
local  market  at  the  uniform  price  of  twenty-five  cents  per  pound. 
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MINES  AND  MINING 

The  lofty  lines 
Abound  with  mineral  treasure. 

— Blackmore. 

On  the  Samuel  Hilands  farm,  east  of  Newfound  lake,  is  a 
mine  of  plumbago,  or  black  lead,  of  considerable  extent.  Farmer 
&  LillU's  Gaseteer  lor  1820  sfteaksof  this  mine  as  "a  large  body 
o{  plumbago  recently  tiiscovered  in  Bristol,  which  is  pronounced 
the  best  in  the  country.  Tlie  land  lias  liecn  purcliascd  by 
Charles  J.  Dunbar,  of  Massaclinsetts."  Thisdeposit  was  worked 
for  commercial  purposes  soon  after  its  purchase,  and  a  high 
grade  of  lead  pencils  was  made  from  it.  A  prize  was  given  at  the 
"Brighton  Exhibition"  in  Massachusetts  in  1823,  for  lead  pen- 
cils made  at  Concord,  Mass.,  from  the  Bristol  plumbago,  and 
these  were  the  leading  pencils  of  the  day.  Zeabury,  Olup  & 
Watkins  operated  this  mine  for  a  few  years  from  1S45.  The 
lead  was  ground  and  put  up  in  small  packages  for  shipment  in 
the  building  now  u.scd  for  a  blacksniitli  shop,  on  the  wast  side 
of  Water  street.  Wliile  blasting  in  this  mine,  John  Atwood, 
a  workman,  lost  both  eyes  by  a  premature  blast. 

In  1875,  Edwin  S.  Foster  and  William  A.  Rice  purchased  the 
mining  rights  on  the  farm  of  Isaac  C.  Tilton,  in  Bridgewater,  on  the 
east  shore  of  the  lake  and  sunk  a  shaft  seventy-five  feet,  obtain- 
ing fine  argentiferous  galena.  A  tunnel  was  also  commenced, 
but  ore  in  paying  quantities  was  not  obtained  and  work  was 
abandoned. 

In  187s,  Dr.  IfUciusE-Trnesdell  commenced  work  on  a  silver 
mine  on  the  hillside  west  of  Nortli  Bristol  for  Thomas  B.  War- 
ren, of  Springfield,  Mass.  Work  was  continued  here  for  ten 
years  or  more.  A  shaft  was  sunk  from  the  top  of  the  ledge, 
and  later  a  tunnel  was  bored  300  feet  into  the  solid  ledge. 
Argeutiftrous  galena,  gold  bearing  quartz,  and  beautiful  speci- 
mens of  quartz  crystals  were  found  here  ;  but  more  gold  and  sil- 
ver were  put  into  llie  hill  than  ever  taken  out,  and  consequently 
mining  was  abandoned. 

The  Shamrock  Mica  company  was  composed  of  Charles  C. 
Howe,  William  Healey,  N.  I,.  Bradley,  George  E.  Howe,  and 
Fred  S.  Fall,  All  but  the  latter  were  residents  of  Connecticut. 
They  organized  Oct.  14,  1891,  under  the  laws  of  New  Hamp- 
.shire,  and  had  their  nominal  place  of  business  at  Biistol.  Their 
capital  slock  on  paper  was  $10,000.  Their  business  was  to  "buy, 
sell  and  deal  in  mica  mines,  and  to  operate  the  same."  They 
added  nothing  to  the  industry  of  the  place. 
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FATAL  ACCIDENTS 

Wherein  I  Hpnkc  of  most  dlsnatrous  chaucea, 
Uf  moving  acciilcuts  by  flood  and  Acid. 

— Shakespeare. 

1776.  Dec.  26,  Henry  Wells  was  frozen  to  death  in  New 
Chester. 

178J.  John  Favor,  son  of  Capt.  Cutting  Favor,  twenty- 
two  years  old,  lived  in  a  house  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the 
Inlc  Kcv.  Dr.  Murdoch,  on  Murray  hill,  then  a  part  of  Alexan- 
dria. He  had  been  on  a  visit  to  his  lather's  home,  and  perished 
in  a  atonii,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  affidavits : 

state  of  New  HatupBhire 
Grafton  bb.) 

Tlie  Evidence  of  Robert  Murry 

I  Robert  Murry  of  Alexandria  in  the  County  and  State  afore  S.d  Beins; 
of  Iviwdit  \f?:  and  lu  John  I'linvor  RciiiR  n  Nuighbor  of  Mine  &  oa  he  ha(l 
been  gone  from  hiaowii  house  In  Alexaudrla  from  tuesday  Morning  untiU 
the  next  fryday  Morning  following  liia  vrife  Being  very  uueaay  and  I  waa 
very  Suspicions  Soiuetliing  had  Befallen  the  uiau  I  went  after  him  &  fol- 
lowed his  Suow  Shew  Traclca  which  he  went  out  to  New  Chester  to  hiB 
fathers  sod  as  I  had  Travilled  about  two  Miles  and  an  half  on  S.d  Road 
and  about  So  far  from  hla  own  house  '  I  Saw  as  [  Toole  it  to  Be  the  Body  of 
a  Msn  Lying  Some  Rods  Distance  from  Me  which  Snrprisd  me  very  ' 
Much  I  left  S.d  Tracks  and  Made  the  Best  of  my  way  to  New  Chester 
and  acquainted  his  friends  and  the  People  witli  what  I  had  Seen  &  his 
Mother  told  nie  that  he  went  from  their  house  on  tueadey  before  and  1 
went  with  nine  men  More  &  found  tlie  Dead  Body  of  John  Peavor  Lyiug 
on  the  Snow  and  I  nasisted  those  nine  Men  in  Cnrrlin^  the  Dead  Body  to 
N.  Chester  to  his  fatliers  dweUioK  house  and  osaiated  in  Lying  the  Corps 
out  and  it  appearing  to  Me  according  to  the  Best  of  My  Judgment  that  as 
their  was  no  Marks  on  S.d  body  when  wee  I^aid  out  S.d  Body  that  he 
rcrished  with  the  Severity  of  the  weather. 

Robert  Murrey  r 

Dated  at  New  Chester  19th  Janry  178a 

New  Cheater  Jiinry.  19th.  1871  ' 

Cnifliin  as. } 

Then  tlic  above  imiiied  Robert  Murry  peraouallyapiKarin^  and  Made  ' 
Solemn  Onlh  to  tlie  truth  of  tJie  above  written  Evidence  whieb  he  had 
Subscribed  with  bia  own  hand  that  it  was  the  truth  the  whole  truth  and  , 
nothing  But  tlie  truth  Before  Me  Carr  Huaejus.t  Peace. 

'  The  body  was  found  on  Kimball  hill. 
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SUte  of  New  Hamshire 
Grafton  as. ) 

The  evidence  of  ua  whose  names  are  under  written  where  as  wee 
whose  names  are  under  written  waa  luformd  By  Robert  Murryof  Alexan- 
dria that  he  had  seen  the  Deiid  Body  of  a  man  Lyini;  upon  the  snow  ou 
the  Road  that  I,eads  from  New  Chester  Muin  Roaa  to  willinm  Murrya 
In  Alexandria  wee  whose  immcB  are  underwritten  went  with  the  S.d  Rolicrt 
Murry  out  to  the  Dead  Dody  nnd  foiiml  it  to  he  the  l(o<lyof  Jithn  fonvorof 
Ak-xamlHn  i>iid  wee  Itcink'  all  nine  I'eniuiiully  1-reHeht  Vu<>k  tx\>  S.d  Deiid 
Body  and  Brought  the  S.d  Dead  Body  after  wee  had  examined  his  Tracks 
and  found  no  other  Trncks  within  Some  Rods  of  S.d  Dead  Body  only  a 
Dogs  track  as  we  suppoB  which  went  with  the  S.d  John  Fcavor  from 
his  fathera  house  in  New  Cheater  on  tueaday  which  woa  the  fifteenth  l>iiy 
of  thia  Instant  Jany.  uud  this  Being  the  iSth  Dny  of  the  Hauie  month 
when  wee  took  up  S.d  Dead  Body  and  wee  carr.d  S.d  deoil  Body  to  liia 
fathera  house  in  New  Chester  um<I  wee  in  the  prvacncu  of  acvenil  others 
Stript  and  lixuniiiid  S.d  Dead  when  we  laid  it  out  uikI  found  no  Marks  or 
wounds  that  the  S.d  Man  Came  B/  his  End.  Hut  our  Judgment  is  that 
the  S.d  John  Peavor  Perished  with  the  Severity  of  the  weather  as  his 
friends  Informed  us  that  he  went  from  there  well  and  hearty  ou  tuesday 
towBids  night  on  S.d  Day. 

New  Cheater,  Janry.  19th  1781. 

Nason  Cass  hia 

thomaa  Wells  Tilton  X  Dennett 

lihenezcr  Wells  Mark 

his  Joseph  Snnbom 

William  X  Bennct  his 

Mark  Samuel  X  Gurdy 

Reuben  Wells  Mark 

Carr  Huse      New  Chester,  19  Jany.  1781. 
Grafton  ss) 

Then  the  above  named  nason  Cass  Thomas  Wells,  Reuben  Wells 
Ebenezcr    Wells    wilUam  Bennet  Tilton   Bennet  Joseph  Sanborn  and 


1792.  Aug.  31,  Shcrburii  Sleeper,  residing  on  tlic  Zerali 
E.  Tilton  place,  was  drowned  in  a  spring  of  water  near  his 
house,  his  head  only  being  in  the  water.  He  was  supposed  to 
have  fallen  in  a  fit. 

1803.  July  6,  Alexander  Craige  and  a  Mr.  Marsh,  who 
resided  in  Rrlstol  on  the  Alexandria  hill,  went  to  Uristol  villnge 
and  while  intoxicated  got  into  the  river  near  the  potash  and 
both  were  drowned  in  the  presence  of  spectators. 

1806.  Nov.  13,  Samuel  Emmons,  the  first  white  child 
bom  in  Bristol,  was  killed  while  logging  on  Hoyt  hill. 

1807.  Apr.  zo,  Sherburn  Santurn  and  a  companion  were 
running  logs  down  the  Newfound  river.  A  jam  was  broken  at 
the  bend  below  the, bridge  on  Willow  street  and  Saiiboni  was 
drowned.  Search  was  made  for  the  body  without  avail.  On 
the  night  of  the  seventh'  day  after  the  drowning,  his  brother- 
in-law,  Jonathan  Wortben,  dreunied  that  he  saw  the  body  under 
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the  projecting  roots  of  a  tree  ou  the  bank  of  the  river  nearly 
opposite  where  the  pulp-mill  now  is.  The  next  day  search  was 
made  and  the  body  was  found  as  seen  in  the  dream. 

1808.  Mar,  31,  Mary,  daughter  of  Aaron  Favor,  was  killed 
by  the  rolling  of  a  log  at  Major  Theophilous  Sanborn's.  Her 
age  was  about  seven  years. 

iSit,  March  33,  William  P.  Sanborn  was  drowned  while 
rafting  lumber  down  the  Pemigewasset. 

1811.  July  17,  Carleton,  aged  four  years,  son  of  Samuel 
C.  Brown,  was  drowned. 

1812.  Daniel  Kelley,  of  New  Hampton,  attended  a  muster 
in  Bristol,  became  intoxicated,  and  while  fording  the  river  on 
his  return,  fell  from  his  horse  and  was  drowned. 

1S14.  When  the  Methodist  chapel  was  being  erected,  and 
the  plastering  on  the  walls  was  green,  one  of  the  workmen,  a 
Mr.  Cheney,  lay  in  the  building  all  night,  and  died  of  exposure. 

1820.  Dec.  20,  six  children  of  William  Pollansbee  were 
burned  to  death  with  his  dwelling  in  the  west  part  of  Hill. 

1820.  In  the  winter  i8jo-'2i.  Dr.  Walter  I.  Wardrobe,  of 
Bristol  village,  while  riding  down  a  hiU  was  thrown  from  his 
sleigh.     His  bead  struck  a  rock  and  he  was  killed. 

1824.  Onesiphorus  J.,  son  of  Onesiphonis  Page,  met  his 
death,  Dec.  11,  at  the  Pisk  house  by  falling  into  a  tub  of  hot 
water  made  ready  to  scald  a  hog. 

1826.  From  1836  till  1830,  Robert  Rogers  lived  on  what  is 
now  John  V.  Merrow's  farm.  Two  of  his  children  were  at  play 
on  a  dump-cart  tliat  was  tipped  against  the  wall.  The  weight 
of  the  children  caused  the  cart  to  tip  over  and  one  child  was 
killed,  the  other  injured. 

1830,  Pilinda,  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Carleton,  aged  two 
years,  met  her  death  in  the  Borough  by  falling  into  a  tub  of 
scalding  water. 

1830.  Rufus  Hastings,  about  three  years  old.  son  of  John 
Hastings,  fell  into  a  tub  of  scalding  water  at  Profile  Polls,  and 
died  soon  after, 

1830.  In  the  thirties,  William  Murray  was  drowned  near 
the  mouth  of  Smith's  river  by  breaking  through  the  ice.  His 
body  was  not  recovered  for  several  months. 

1836.  Samuel  Tirretl  was  drowned  in  the  Pemigewasset. 
He  fell  from  a  raft  and  a  stick  of  timber  thrown  to  him  to  aid 
him  to  keep  afloat,  disabled  him. 

1837.  Scth  Greenleaf  started  from  New  Hampton  for  Ply- 
mouth one  dark  night  driving  six  horses  attached  to  the 
stage-coach.  There  were  nine  passengers.  One  tradition  says 
that  Oreenleaf  was  persuaded  against  his  judgment  to  place  a 
lantern  on  the  coach  where  the  light  blinded  him,  but  another 
account  says  he  had  imbibed  too  much.  However  this  may  be, 
when  he  reached  a  point  just  above  the  Pemigewasset  bridge  in 

29 
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Bristol,  he  drove  off  the  steep  embankment.  The  stage  was 
overtumecl ;  all  the  passengers  were  more  or  less  injured  and  a 
child  was  killed. 

1838.  A  man  from  Franklin,  hunting  near  Moore's  mills, 
was  killed  by  his  gun  being  discharged  while  taking  it  from 
the  wagon, 

1839.  Chase  Puller,  of  Bristol,  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
while  at  work  in  New  Hampton  moving  a  building,  was  struck 
on  the  head  by  a  lever  and  killed. 

1840.  In  the  late  thirties  or  early  forties,  Joseph  Kendall 
was  killed  by  lightning  while  standing  at  the  door  of  a  barn 
nearly  opposite  the  cemetery.  This  man,  with  several  others, 
took  refuge  in  the  baru  from  a  severe  thunder  shower  that  came 
up  suddenly  while  they  were  at  work  in  the  hnyficid  near 
by.  Kendall  picked  up  a  hatchet  and  commenced  striking  it 
into  the  door  post,  when  one  of  the  others  remarked  that  that 
was  not  the  proper  thing  to  play  with  during  a  shower.  Ken- 
dall replied  in  a  light  manner  that  God  Almighty  had  not  yet 
made  the  thunderbolt  that  would  kill  him.  Hardly  were  the 
words  uttered  when  a  bolt  of  lightning  killed  him.  This  story 
is  well  authenticated. 

ib40.  About  this  date,  a  child  of  Squires  C.  Brown  was 
killed  iu  Bristol  village  by  falling  down  stairs. 

1847.  May  I,  Orrison,  son  of  Calvin  Swett,  was  drowned 
in  the  Pemigewasset,  while  bathing  at  Moore's  Mills.  His  age 
was  about  six  years. 

1848.  While  the  railroad  was  being  built,  a  charge  of  gun- 
powder was  placed  in  the  marl  bank  just  below  the  freight  station. 
The  fuse  did  not  work  promptly  and  the  workmen  returned  to 
the  spot  and  commenced  to  investigate  when  there  was  a  terrific 
explosion.  Three  men  were  blown  into  the  air.  One,  an  Iri.sh- 
man,  wns  killed,  the  others  terribly  injured, 

1850.  Aug.  3,  Simeon  C.  Bean  was  killed  by  lightning  at 
the  house  of  Jeremiah  Bean. 

1853.  In  May,  Henry  Kidder,  while  at  work  in  the  stable 
of  the  old  Prescott  Inn,  was  kicked  in  the  temple  by  a  horse  and 
died  from  its  effects  a  few  days  later, 

1854.  June  14,  Benjamin  Follansbee  was  kilted  while 
coupling  cars  at  the  Bristol  station.     His  age  was  fifty-six  years. 

1856.  Aug.  6,  William  W.  Wooster,  a  boy  aged  ten  years, 
was  thrown  from  a  hand-car  on  therailroad  and  killed. 

i860.  About  this  date,  a  son  of  Rev.  William  Spaulding 
was  caught  on  a  revolving  shaft  in  the  basement  of  what  is  now 
Blake's  block, and  carried  round  the  shaft  many  times,  his  feet 
and  tower  limbs  being  fearfully  mangled.  He  died  some  days 
later. 

1863.  June  zo,  Sanborn  Gale  was  watching  workmen  con- 
struct the  road  near  the  Sugar  Loaf.     A  blast  was  made  and  a 
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piece  of  flying  stone  struck  liiiii,   killing  litiii  almost  instantly. 

186;.  While  rctuniini^  from  the  state  encampment.  Jack 
Sullivan,  a  private  of  the  Head  Rides  of  Bristol,  fell  between  the 
cars  and  a  portion  of  the  train  passed  over  hiin,  killing  him. 

1S70.  Mar.  20,  Charles  H.,  son  of  Williani  Todd,  while 
sliding  from  Summer  street  into  Central  square,  slid  into  a  team 
and  received  injuries  from  which  he  died, 

1874.  In  the  summer  of  this  year,  George  A,  Draper  laid 
tlie  foundation  for  the  Post-office  block.  While  watching  the 
workmen  dig  the  trench  for  the  foundation,  the  earth  under  his 
feet  gave  way  and  he  fell  into  the  trench  head  first  and  a  large 
rock  rolled  onto  his  head,  forcing  it  into  the  earth.  An  excited 
crowd  worked  for  some  time  before  he  was  liberated.  He  died 
from  his  injuries  and  incidental  complications  a  short  time 
later. 

1875.  In  March,  the  buildings  on  Third  street,  owned  and 
occHi»icd  by  Orrin  B.  Ray,  were  consumed  by  Bre.  The  fire 
was  set  in  the  barn  by  his  four-year-old  son,  Everett,  while 
playing  with  matches.     The  boy  perished  in  the  flames, 

1875.  Daniel  Emery,  a  night-workman  at  the  Mason-Per- 
kins Paper  company's  mill,  was  found  dead  on  the  morning  of 
Nov.  13,  with  his  body  cut  in  two.  He  had  evidently  fallen 
into  revolving  gearing  while  oiling  the  machinery. 

1875.  In  August,  two  yonuK  men  of  Franklin  undertook  a 
canoe  trip  from  Cainpton  to  Franklin  on  the  Pemigcwasset  river. 
When  within  a  few  rods  of  the  foot  of  llristol  rapids  the  canoe 
struck  a  rock  and  was  overturned.  One  of  the  young  men, 
named  Cummings,  was  drowned. 

1877.  Oct.  4,  Andrew  F.  Burpee  died  from  the  effect  of  a 
gunshot  wound  received  a  few  days  previous  while  hunting 
with  a  son.  The  gun  in  the  hands  of  the  son  was  discharged  by 
the  hammer  getting  caught  in  the  bushes.  The  discharge  made 
a  great  wound  in  the  father's  back  penetrating  the  lungs. 

1879.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Beede  fell  from  his  carriage 
while  intoxicated  and  broke  his  neck. 

1880.  Sept.  2,1,  Addie  G.,  daughter  of  George  C.  Breck, 
aged  nearly  four  years,  was  drowned. 

1881.  May  33,  Helen  Kate,  the  infant  daughter  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  W,  Coolidge,  was  killed  by  a  cupboard  falling  over 
and  striking  her  as  she  lay  in  a  chair. 

1 88 1.  Orville  Haynes  was  killed  by  the  accidental  dis- 
charge of  a  pistol,  Nov.  16,  at  North  Bristol. 

1883.  March  17,  Gilman  Sanborn,  aged  sixty-eight  years, 
while  snow-blind,  walked  onto  a  circular  board  saw  in  Drake's 
mill.  His  right  leg  was  nearly  severed  from  his  body.  He 
died  three  days  later. 

1883.  Apr.  13,  John  Simonds  was  thrown  from  a  hand  car 
on  the  railroad  by  his  clothing  catching  on  the  crank.     He  was 
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thrown  to  the  track  ahead  of  the  car  and  that  car  and  a  small 
car  attached  loaded  with  rails  passed  over  him,  killing  him 
instantly. 

1883.  July  I,  Howard  J.  Donley  wasdrowned  111  the  Pemi- 
gewasset,  near  Moore's  Mills,  while  bathing.  He  became  ex- 
hausted by  swimming  to  the  east  shore,  and  before  resting' 
attempted  to  swim  back ;  his  strength  failed  and  he  sank. 

18S8.  Aug.  2,  Stephen  Rowe  was  giving  a  sail  on  the  lake 
in  hia  yacht  to  his  brother,  Edward  Rowe,  wife,  and  child  two 
years  old,  of  Boston.  When  about  half  way  between  Whttte- 
more's  point  and  tlie  mouth  of  Fowler's  river,  the  yacht  was 
struck  by  a  high  wind  and  capsized.  Joseph,  Philip,  and 
Nicholas  Adams,  who  were  near  by  in  another  yacht,  rescued 
all  except  the  child,  who  was  drowned.  The  body  was  not 
recovered. 

1888.  Dec.  13,  Prank  E.  Brown,  aged  thirty-five  years, 
while  driving  a  heavily  loaded  team,  was  thrown  from  his  seat 
and  the  wheels  passed  over  his  neck,  breaking  it. 

1889.  Mar.  30,  Hiram  S.  Clifford  was  engaged  in  taking 
hard  wood  plank  from  a  pile  when  a  portion  of  the  pile  fell  over, 
burying  him  beneath  it.     He  died  the  next  day  from  his  injuries. 

1889.  Oct.  16,  Wilson  W.  Hnzeltou  took  n  cider  barrel  to 
the  pulp-mill  of  Train,  Smith  &  Co.  to  clean  it.  He  placed  one 
end  of  a  steam  pipe  into  the  bnng  hole,  leaving  no  means  of 
escape  for  the  steam,  tliinking  the  barrel  would  hold  it  as  the 
pressure  was  low.  The  barrel  soon  exploded  with  great  force, 
killing  Mr.  Hazelton. 

1893.  April  2,  James  T.  Ballon  died  from  the  effects  of  a 
gunshot  wound  received  while  gunning  two  days  before. 

1896.  July  I,  occurred  an  unusually  distressing  drowning 
accident.  Harlie  Kirk,  son  of  Frank  S.  Kirk,  tltirteen  years 
old,  with  a  companion,  went  to  the  Pemigewasset  river,  near 
Worthen  rock,  to  bathe.  Harlie  ventured  to  the  edge  of  a 
sand  bar  when  the  sand  gave  way  and  he  sank.  His  companion 
attempted  to  assist  him  but  neither  could  swim,  and  the  attempt 
was  soon  given  up,  and  Harlie  was  left  to  his  fate.  His  com- 
panion was  so  dazed  at  what  had  happened  that  he  gave  no 
alarm  to  men  at  work  in  a  field  nearby,  but  dressed  himself , 
walked  to  the  village,  passed  many  persons  on  the  way  without 
speaking,  and  informed  Mr.  Kirk  of  what  had  happened.  The 
body  must  have  been  in  the  water  nearly  an  hour  and  so  the  most 
persistent  efforts  at  resuscitation  were  of  no  avail.  Young 
.Harlie  was  one  of  the  brightest  pupils  in  the  public  school  and 
his  death  was  a  great  shock  to  the  community. 

1901.  George  Ballon,  of  Bristol,  and  Arthur  W.  Kelley,  of 
Hill,  were  killed  on  the  railroad  at  a  crossing  in  Franklin, 
Jan.  19- 
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CHAPTER  XLI 
CEMETERIES 

Sweet  spot,  by  Nature's  primal  consecration, 
Sncred  to  twace  utiil  tliought  and  calm  repose. 

Well  iu  thy  breast  that  elder  generation 
Tlieir  place  of  burial  clioHe. 

—Butler. 

For  many  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  it  was  to 
sonic  extent  tlie  custom  here,  as  elsewhere  throughout  the  state, 
(or  |)coplc  tn  bury  llicir  dead  on  their  own  fanns.  IMte  placuig 
of  a  lettered  stale  or  marble  slab  at  the  head  of  a  grave  was 
rarely  done,  a  flat  stone  alone  marking  the  resting-place  o( 
loved  ones.  It  therefore  frequently  happened  that  when  fanns 
changed  hands  the  graves  were  neglected  and  all  traces  of  inter- 
ments soon  disappeared.  Human  remains  were  plowed  up  a 
few  years  ago  on  what  was  once  the  farm  of  MeshachGurdy  north 
of  Smith's  river  near  the  railroad,  which  were  without  doubt  the 
remains  of  members  of  his  family,  three  of  whom  died  of  diphthe- 
ria and  were  buried  on  his  fann  previous  to  1790.  Several  of 
the  family  of  Tom  Locke  were  buried  on  the  farm  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  Solon  Dolloff,  and  two  children  of  Josiah  Fuller 
were  buried  on  his  farm  ;  but  to-day  tlie  present  owners  of  the 
land  do  not  know  the  location  of  the  graves.  On  the  farm  of 
Manson  B.  Patten  was  what  was  known  as  the  Truel  buiying- 
ground,  where  from  fifteen  to  twenty  interments  were  made,  but 
the  plowshare  has  leveled  all  traces  of  the  resting-places  of  the 
dead.  The  Quimby  burying-ground  was  on  the  west  side  of  the 
highway  from  Bristol  to  Hill  village,  just  south  of  what  is  now 
the  fannhouse  of  B.  Smith  Stevens.  There  were  perhaps  twenty 
interments  here;  but  not  a  grave  was  marked  except  by  a 
rude  stone,  and  all  traces  of  interments  long  since  disappeared. 
Cutting  Favor  buried  Iiis  dead  on  his  farm  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Peniigewasset,  while  some  of  bis  sons  had  a  private  burying- 
gronnd  on  the  east  bank.  Later,  tliase  on  the  west  side  were 
removed  to  the  cemetery  ou  the  east  side  where  they  now  rest. 
The  Sanborn  private  burying-ground,  one  of  the  few  now  left, 
may  be  seen  a  little  distance  south  of  Smith's  river,  between  the 
highway  and  the  railroad.  The  Peaslee  burying-ground,  in  the 
same  vicinity,  was  a  neighborhood  cemetery. 

The  cemetery  at  Hill  village  is  said  to  have  been  laid  out 
by  Carr  Huse  iu  1773.  The  Worthen  burying-ground,  about 
39a 
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one  mile  east  of  Central  square,  was  without  doubt  the  first 
opened  within  the  limits  of  Bristol.  Other  early  cemeteries  in 
town  are  the  one  on  New  Cliester  mountain,  known  as  the 
Sleeper  yard ;  one  in  District  No,  9,  west  of  the  lake,  on  the 
Samuel  T.  W.  Sleeper  farm,  which  was  conveyed  to  Mr.  Sleeper 
by  the  town,  in  i»6o,  in  trust;  the  graveyard  at  Moore's  Mills; 
that  in  the  Locke  ueit^hborliood,  and  the  Heath  yard,  three 
miles  east  of  this  village  on  the  New  Hampton  road.  The 
Burns  graveyard,  just  over  the  line  in  Alexandria,  contains  the 
remains  of  several  who  once  resided  on  the  summit  of  Gale's  hill, 
in  Bristol.  The  first  cemetery  at  North  Bristol  was  west  of 
Newfound  river;  the  present  cemetery  was  opened  about  1849, 
and  the  remains  of  those  in  the  old  remove<l  to  the  new.  There 
was  also  a  cemetery  on  North  Main  street  in  Bristol  villajre  con- 
taining a  half  acre  of  ground  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  Thomas 
T.  Drake's  tenement  house.  This  was  the  chief  place  of  inter- 
ment in  this  village  for  many  years  previous  to  1854,  and  its 
crowded  condition  led  to  the  opening  of  the  new  cemetery  on 
Pleasant  street.  Then  the  remains  of  many  of  those  in  this 
cemetery  were  removed  to  the  new.  Alxwit  [869,  the  town  com- 
pleted the  work  of  removal  and  disposed  of  the  land. 

In  1854,  the  people  of  Itnstol  village  moved  in  the  matter  of 
securing  a  more  snitiiblt;  place  (or  the  burial  o(  the  dead.  Dr. 
Jacob  S.  Katon  was  one  of  tiic  leaders  in  the  movement  and,  lo 
help  the  cause,  gave  an  address  in  the  Methodist  church  on 
Spring  street,  on  the  burial  of  the  dead. 

The  result  was  that  Aug.  19,  of  that  year,  fifty-one  persons 
organized  themselves  into  a  voluntarj-  corporation  under  the 
name  of  The  Bristol  Cemetery  association.  Five  directors,  a 
treasurer,  and  clerk  were  elected.  Four  acres  of  land  on  I'leasant 
street  were  purchased  which  constitute  a  part  of  the  present 
grounds.  The  price  of  the  lots  was  fixed  at  ]|tiQ  each,  and  this 
continued  till  November,  it(82,  when  the  price  was  increased  to 
$15  and  $20  according  to  location.  After  an  addition  made  to 
the  grounds  in  1889,  the  value  of  the  best  lots  was  placed  at  ^25 
and  $30.  The  owners  of  lots  are  members  of  the  association, 
with  one  vote  for  each  lot  owned. 

Yearly  meetings  of  the  association  were  held  lor  five  years 
and  then  lapsed,  and  not  another  meeting  was  lield  for  twenty- 
one  years.  During  the  interim,  Frederick  Bartlett,  as  secre- 
tary and  treasurer,  was  the  manager  of  its  affairs.  He  sold  lots 
as  needed,  and  when  the  four  acres  became  too  limited  he  used 
adjoining  lands  belonging  to  himself. 

In  the  early  months  of  1880,  Henry  A,  Randolph  interested 
himself  to  have  the  association  reorganized,  and,  at  his  request, 
the  clerk  called  a  meeting  of  the  shareholders,  which  was  held 
at  the  town  hall,  June  26.  At  this  meeting  Richard  S.  Dan- 
forth,  Robert  S,  Hastings,  George  M.  Cavis,  Sanuiel  D.  Farrar, 
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Wild  Ktchartl  W,  Miisgrovc  were  elected  directors.  The  direc- 
tors oFKaiiized  with  the  choice  of  Mr.  Daiiforth,  president;  Mr. 
Musgrove,  secretary;  Mr,  Cavis,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Hastings,' 
^uperinlondeiit  of  the  grounds. 

Tlie  directors  made  a  settlement  with  Mr.  Bartlett,  the  for- 
mer cleric,  and  purchased  of  him  nine  additional  acres  of  land,  a 
part  of  which  bad  already  been  used  for  burial  purposes.  The 
<Iirector5  also  purchased  about  an  acre  of  land  of  David  San- 
born to  straighten  the  line  on  the  east  side. 

In  1884,  water  was  supplied  for  a  fountain  and  a  portion  of 
the  grounds  by  a  hydraulic  ram  placed  at  the  tannery  on  Lake 
street.  Since  1S87,  the  grounds  have  been  supplied  by  the 
Bristol  Aqueduct  company. 

In  1 889,  the  association  added  fifteen  acres  of  land  by  pur- 
chase from  Frederick  Bartlett,  which  carried  its  line  across  a 
ravine  on  the  north  to  the  land  of  Zerah  H,.  Tilton,  and  extended 
it-s  fronlnKc  ou  1'lea.sant  street  276  feet.  This  purchase  cost 
#1,225,  In  1901,  nbont  nineteen  acres  of  land  on  the  west  were 
purchased  of  Zcrah  V,.  Tilton,  liaving  a  frontage  on  Pleasant 
street  of  fifty-three  rods,  and  costing  $1,916.  The  number  of 
acres  now  owned  by  the  association  is  about  forty-five. 

In  1890,  the  association  commenced  the  creation  of  two 
funds  for  the  future  care  of  the  grounds.  One-half  of  the  income 
from  the  sale  of  lots  was  to  be  set  aside  and  allowed  to  accumulate 
till  the  principal  and  interest  should  amount  to  $3,000;  after  which 
the  iiitciL'Sl  only  wds  to  In;  used  (or  the  care  and  iuiprovcnieiit  of 
the  grounds.  This  was  called  the  reserve  fund.  In  May,  1901, 
this  fund  amounted  to  $2,000.  At  that  time  the  land  included 
in  the  last  purchase  came  into  the  market,  and  it  was  decided 
that  the  future  needs  of  the  association  demanded  its  purchase. 
The  land  was  accordingly  bought,  most  of  the  reserve  fund 
being  used  for  that  purpose.  A  new  fund  was  at  once  com- 
menced, which,  in  January,  1903,  amounted  to  over  $500. 

The  other  fund  was  called  the  trust  fund.  The  directors  were 
authorized  to  receive  sums  of  money  from  $50  upwards,  as  a 
trust  fun<l,  the  income  as  far  as  needed  to  be  expended  for  the 
care  of  specified  lots ;  the  balance,  if  any,  to  be  expended  in  the 
care  of  the  grounds.  This  fund,  Jan.  i,  1903,  amounted  to 
$4,634.  David  Mason  left  for  this  fund  $1,000;  Samuel  Blake- 
ly.  ^150.  and  George  W.  Miller,  $aoo.  Mr.  Blakely  also  left 
the  association  $500  for  a  stone  arch ;  but  as  this  amount  was 
)nndc<|natc  for  the  work,  it  was  paid  to  the  association  by  the 
heirs  without  conditions,  and  is  reserved  under  the  name  of  the 
lllakely  fund  until  it  can  be  used  for  some  specific  work  where 
full  credit  cau  be  given. 

This  cemetery  is  beautifully  located  on  a  plain  ol  sandy  soil 
a  half  mile  from  Central  square.  It  has  a  fringe  of  forest  on  the 
east  and  several  acres  of  forest  on  the  north.     In  the  forest  Is  a 
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ravine  throagh  wbicb  flows  a  never-failing  stream  of  water. 
The  tots,  walks,  and  driveways  are  of  genensns  proportions  and 
laid  ont  symmetrically.  One-half  of  the  money  derived  from  the 
sale  of  lots,  the  interest  on  the  trust  fnnd,  and  one  dollar  per 
year  paid  by  many  of  the  lot  owners  for  tlie  care  of  their  lots, 
constitute  a  sum  sufficient  to  employ  one  or  two  men  on  the 
(grounds  much  of  the  time  during  the  summer  and  to  ninke 
improvemeiita  from  time  to  lime.     No  more  laud  will  need  be 

fmrchased  (or  a  hundred  years  and  the  sate  of  lots  will  create  a 
und  which  will  ensure  this  cemetery  proper  care  and  make  it 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  in  the 
state.  This  has  become  practically  the  cemetery  for  the  whole 
town  and  very  few  interments  are  made  now  in  any  other. 
Indeed,  people  residing  in  all  the  surrounding  towns  have  pur- 
chased lots  and  buried  their  dead  here.  The  number  of  inter- 
ments made,  during  the  little  less  than  half  a  century  the 
grounds  have  been  used,  is  nearly  1,300. 

Col.  O.  P.  Fowler  was  president  of  the  directors  from  1854 
till  i860.  Frederick  Bartlett,  clerk  and  treasurer,  1854-1880. 
On  the  reorganization  of  the  association  in  1880,  R.  S.  Danforth 
was  chosen  president  and  served  two  years;  H.  A.  Randolph 
and  Hon.  L.  W.  Fling  each  ser\'ed  one  year;  Hon.  B.  F.  Per- 
kins served  ten  years.  Marshall  W.  White  was  elected  in  1894 
and  has  served  till  now.  George  K.  Cavis  was  treasurer  till 
1891.  R.  W.  Musgrove  has  been  clerk  since  1880  and  treasurer 
since  iSgf.  R.  S.  Hastings  has  been  superintendent  of  the 
grounds  since  1880.  The  present  board  of  directors  are:  M. 
W.  White,  R.  S.  Hastings,  R.  W.  Musgrove,  F.  P.  Fields,  and 
Franklin  Fogg. 
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SOI.DIERS'  MONUMENTS 

And  they  who  for  thdr  country  die, 

Sball  fill  an  honored  |;rave; 
Pot  Rlory  lights  the  soldier's  tomb, 

And  bcniity  weeps  tlic  brave. 

—Drake. 

In  1S73,  an  effort  was  tnade  to  secure  the  erection  of  a  sol- 
diers' monument.  Five  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  by 
tlie  town  for  this  purpose,  and  Henry  A.  Randolph,  Milo  Pel- 
lows,  George  M.  Wooster,  I,ieut,  Timothy  TiUon,  and  Henry 
A.  Taylor  were  appointed  a  committee  on  the  subject.  This 
sum  was  found  to  be  iiLtufhcient  and  the  next  year  the  town 
.supplemented  this  sum  with  $500  more.  Au  effort  was  made  at 
this  time  to  postpone  action  till  the  town  could  afford  to  erect  a 
more  suitable  monument  than  it  could  at  that  time,  but  to  no 
avail.  A  marble  shaft,  sixteen  and  one-half  feet  high,  including 
base,  was  erected  in  the  village  cemetery.  It  was  designed  to 
contain  the  names  of  all  those  who  fell  in  the  service  while  serv- 
ing on  the  quota  of  Bristol  during  the  Civil  War;  but  the  record 
is  so  incomplete  and  erroneous  that  it  is  omitted  here. 

In  1896,  congress  appropriated  a  piece  of  ordinance  to  Nel- 
.jon  Post,  No.  40,  G.  A.  R.,  for  monumental  purposes.  A  mor- 
tar at  the  Charlestown  navy  yard,  that  had. seen  service,  was 
selected,  brought  to  Bristol  in  November,  1897,  and  placed  in 
Central  square.  A  foundation  of  stone  and  cement,  which 
extended  below  the  frost,  was  laid.  This  was  capped  with  a 
massive  base  of  hammered  granite,  twelve  feet  long,  five  feet 
four  inches  wide,  and  one  foot  thick.  On  the  sides  of  this  in 
raised  letters  is  the  following  inscription  :  "Nelson  Post,  No. 
40,  G.  A.  R.,  1897."  On  this  base  the  mortar  was  placed,  mak- 
ing a  very  imposing  appearance.  The  mortar  stands  five  feet, 
nine  inclies  high;  is  four  feet,  four  inches  long;  measures  three 
feet,  seven  inches  across  its  face,  and  has  a  bore  of  thirteen  inches. 

This  mortar  was  formally  dedicated  as  a  monument  Nov. 
4,  1898,  under  the  auspices  of  Nelson  Post,  G.  A.  R.  Nelson 
Post  and  Ueltcf  Corps,  and  the  ofliccrs  of  tlie  town  attended  in 
a  body.  The  day  was  a  delightful  one,  a  large  concourse  of 
people  were  present  and  the  exercises  passed  oH  pleasautly  and 
creditably  to  all  concerned.  The  exercises  took  place  at  two 
o'clock.  There  was  singing  by  a  chorus  under  the  leadership 
ol  Fred  H,  Briggs,  when  Charles  E.  Davis,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  selectmen,  formally  invited  Nelson  Post  to  dedicate  the 
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memorial  to  the  purpose  lor  which  it  had  been  placed  there. 
Nelson  Post  then  went  through  the  dedicatory  service  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  under  the  leadership  of  John  F, 
Phillips,  commander.  He  was  assisted  by  James  W.  Saunders, 
adjutant ;  William  F.  Hauaford,  senior  vice-commander ;  Simeon 
H.  Cross,  junior  vice-commander;  Daniel  K.  Ciunmiu^,  officer 
of  llic  day  ;  Gcorjje  II.  Fleer,  officer  of  llie  yniird,  iind  HinKly 
O.  Kdgerly,  chaplain.  CJeorge  C.  Currier,  Uenjaniin  Gray, 
William  C.  Kelley,  and  Charles  H.  Proctor  acted  as  guards.  E. 
C,  Paige  represented  the  army  and  Master  Herbert  Vamey  the 
navy.  As  the  flag  was  unfurled,  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner" 
was  sung  and  the  mortar  uncovered  by  Mrs.  Abbie  F.  Gray  and 
Miss  Clara  Gray. 

These  services  over,  the  president  ol  the  day,  Capt.  R.  W. 
Mwsgrove,  made  a  few  opening  remarks,  and  tlien  introduced 
Hon.  Henry  M.  Baker,  ex -congressman,  who  delivered  a  fine 
dedicatory  address.  This  was  followed  by  singing,  after  which 
the  memorial  was  formally  again  turned  over  to  the  town  for  its 
care  and  preser\'ation. 

On  tlie  face  of  the  mortar  is  fixed  a  white  bronze  tablet  on 
which  are  the  following  inscriptions : 


Cbariea  W.  Cheney,  killed  at  Chancellorsville,  Vu. 
Gustaviw  BmmoiiB,  killed  at  CbancellorsTille,  Va. 
Henry  R.  Kidder,  killed  at  Chancellorsville,  Va. 
Dan  P.  Nelson,  killed  at  ChancellorsviUe,  Va. 

Corp.   Charles  G.  Smith,  died   of  wounds  received  at  Chancellora- 
ville,  Va. 

Rol)ert  Easter,  died  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

William  r.  lliirlow,  ilied  ut  Wiishliih'toii,  D.  C. 

Henry  A.  I'ellows,  iliud  of  wounds  reccivc<l  ut  Gettysburg,  I'u, 

Adna  M.  Hall,  died  of  wounds  recelvi:d  at  Gettysburg,  I'u. 

Roswell  D.  .Swelt,  died  at  Boston,  Moss. 

Albert  Nelson,  died  at  Bristol.  N.  H. 

Corp,  Abbott  C.  MuBRTove,  killed  at  Deep  BoHom,  Va. 

Benjamin  Saunders,  died  in  rebel  prison. 

Merrill  Simonds,  died  at  Chriatianville,  Va. 

Jdoees  Dustin,  died  at  Concord,  N.  H. 


I'mnkliu  W.  llclclier,  died  at  Hurnestown,  M<I. 

Mosea  Ash,  died  of  wounds  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 

Henry  Mitchell,  killed  at  Farniville,  Va. 

Denis  IjCary,  killed  at  Spot  lay]  vania,  Va. 

Edwin  Plumnier,  died  at  David's  Island,  New  York  Harbor. 

This  mortar  was  on  the  ship  Orvette.  She  wee  in  the  following  bom- 
bardments; Ports  Jackson  and  St.  Phillips,  La.,  Apr.  16-24,  1861;  Vicks- 
burg.  Miss.,  Juue-July,  1*861;  Port  Hudson,  1^.,  Mar,  14,  ic,  1863,  and 
May  S-June  36,  1S63;  oH  l-'ort  Powell,  Grant's  Pass,  Miss.,  Pi.'b.  16-19, 
1864 ;  oS  Port  Royal  and  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  1S64-5. 

Erected  through  the  efforts  of  Captain  William  A.  Beckford,  by  the 
town  of  llrislol. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CHAPTER  XLIII 

INCIDENTS   AND  ANECDOTES 

TlicHC  arc  the  tnles  thoHC  merry  giicatR 
Told  to  each  otlii^r,  wull  or  ill; 
Like  Buuiiiit-r  birds  that  lift  their  cresU 
Above  the  iKirders  of  their  itests, 
Aiid  twitter,  aud  agaiD  are  still. 

— Longfellow 

CARKBK    OP  JOHN   S.    KMMONS 

About  1843,  John  S.  E111111011S,  tlieii  a  yoimg  man  tweiity- 
tltiee  yenrs  of  age,  forged  the  name  of  liis  iiiicle,  John  Eniiiioiis, 
lo  a  note  of  $100  or  more  and  negotiated  the  same.  He  was 
arrested  by  Deputy  Sheriff  Jeremiah  H .  Prescott  and,  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day,  went  to  his  home  in  the  Fisk  block,  in  com- 
pany with  the  sheriff,  to  obtain  additional  clothing.  Being 
granted  permission  to  visit  his  chamber  unattended,  he  promptly 
escaped  by  way  of  a  window  and  took  to  the  woods.  In  May, 
1H44,  lie  was  captured  and  Imlgcd  in  llnverhtll  jail.  He  broke 
jail  in  August  and  went  lo  Massachusetts,  where  he  pursued  a 
career  of  crime  and  served  several  short  terms  of  imprisonment 
in  Lowell  and  Cambridge.  In  the  summer  of  1848,  he  returned 
to  the  scenes  of  his  old  home  and  was  the  terror  of  this  section 
for  several  months.  He  lived  in  the  woods  eluding  arrest, 
and  hardly  a  day  passed  that  did  not  add  to  the  excitement 
caused  by  his  depredations.  He  obtained  his  food  by  gathering 
berries,  milking  cows  in  the  pastures,  entering  dwellings  and 
stores  at  night  and  stealing  supplies.  Every  door  was  barred 
and  every  window  carefully  fastened,  but  no  precautions  were 
sufficient  to  keep  Emmons  out.  His  tracks  were  easy  to  find  in 
the  woods  where  he  had  passed  a  niglit  or  partaken  of  a  meal ; 
but  his  capture  was  not  so  easy.  His  depredations  gave  a  sense 
of  insecurity  to  this  entire  section  ol  the  state. 

One  morning  in  the  early  fall  Emmons  was  seen  in  the 
woods  sonlh  of  the  village,  and  a  company  was  promptly  called 
together  by  the  deputy  sheriff,  armed  with  the  muskets  of  the 
Bristol  Phalanx,  and  started  in  pursuit  of  the  outlaw.  New 
Chester  mountain  was  surrounded  with  armed  men.  During 
the  afternoon  the  guard,  stationed  at  the  high  bridge  oyer 
Smith's  river,  saw  Emmons  approaching  on  the  run  and  prompt- 
ly secreted  themselves  under  the  bridge,  while  Kmmons  passed 
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over  safely  and  took  to  the  woods  on  the  south  side  of  the 
stream. 

One  evening,  a  week  or  two  later,  Jostah  S.  Ingalls,  an  old 
acquaintance,  who  was  one  of  the  sheriff's  party,  was  at  work  in 
the  carriage  factory  of  Ijovcjoy  &  Kelley,  when  in  walked  John 
S.  I^ninions.  He  spent  a  half  hour  talking  of  himself  and  liis 
career  and  of  local  affairs,  and  then  took  his  departure.  Among 
other  tilings,  he  stated  that  on  the  day  of  the  hunt  for  him,  he 
followed  the  party  back  and  was  in  Bristol  village  that  evening, 

John  S.  Emmons  was  latter  arrested  in  Keene  for  passing^ 
counterfeit  money,  and  sentenced  to  the  state  prison  in  Concord 
for  five  years  and  ten  days  from  April  4,  1851.  On  his  release, 
he  continued  his  career  of  crime  and  is  said  to  have  died  in  the 
prison  at  Charlestown,  Mass. 

TBRRIBLB  PATH  OF  BMIGKA.NT5  TO  UINNBSOTA 
Early  in  the  nineteenth  century,  a  boy  by  the  name  of  Josepb 
Brown  came  to  Bristol  and  was  given  a  home  in  the  family  of 
David  Powell,  who  lived  in  the  Locke  neighborhood.  But  little 
is  known  of  the  boy  except  that  he  came  from  Boston,  He  was 
kindly  cared  for  by  the  Powells,  and  grew  up  with  the  nine  sons 
and  daughters  of  the  Powell  family.  On  the  32nd  of  October, 
1816,  Joseph  Drown  nmrried  Mary  hVllows,  a  daiiglilcr  of  John 
Kellows,  a  Revolutionary  soldier  from  Bristol,  then  living  on 
Bridgewater  hill.  They  had  four  children :  Lois,  who  married 
David  Bartlett,  of  West  Plymouth,  and  died  there  in  1893 ; 
Theodore,  who  died  at  two  years  of  age ;  Jonathan,  and  Horatio. 
The  mother  died  in  1841  or  '43.  Joseph  Brown  resided  for  r 
time  on  the  hill  where  his  children  are  supposed  to  have  been 
bom,  and  then  removed  to  New  Hampton,  where  he  was  for 
nearly  ten  years  employed  by  Col.  Rufus  G.  Lewis  on  his  farm. 
Then  he  returned  to  liridgcwater  and,  al»out  1855,  went  with  his 
children,  Jonathan  and  Horatio,  to  Minnesota,  and  settled  atmnt 
fifteen  miles  west  of  New  Ulm  on  the  Cottonwood  river,  where  he 
took  up  a  Revolutionary  War  land  warrant  which  his  wife's 
father  had  drawn  from  the  government.  Here  they  became 
extensive  farmers,  while  Jonathan  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to 
surveying.  Near  them  soon  after  located  two  young  men  from 
Alexandria  by  the  name  of  Burns,  for  whom  has  since  been 
named  the  villag;e  of  Burnsville. 

In  1862,  while  enjoying  the  fruit  of  their  labors  with  bright . 
prospects  for  the  future,  occurred  the  awful  Sioux  massacre. 
The  alarm  of  an  uprising  of  the  Indians  had  come  so  often  in  the 
past,  only  to  be  proven  false,  that  the  people  had  become  accus- 
tomed to  this  state  of  affairs,  and  when  the  alarm  rang  out  in 
1862,  the  people  were  at  first  incredulous.  But,  alas!  it  was  then 
a  horrid  reality.  With  the  suddenness  of  a  hurricane,  a  thou- 
sand Indians  took  the  war  path,  and  over  a  vnst  stretch  of  terri- 
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tory  a  carnival  of  death  reigned.  Meu,  women,  and  chtMren 
were  slain  with  the  bullet  and  tomahawk,  or  put  to  torture ;  scores 
of  woiueii  were  carried  into  a  captivity  worse  than  death,  and 
the  lurid  glare  of  burning  homes  lit  up  the  heavens  for  a  hun- 
dred miles. 

When  the  truth  dawned  upon  the  Brown  family  they,  like 
the  Willey  family  in  the  White  Mountain  Notch  at  the  time  of 
the  freshet  in  1836,  left  their  home  to  meet  destruction  outside, 
while  their  home  escaped.  Loading  as  many  of  their  earthly 
effects  as  possible  into  a  two-horse  wagon,  they,  together  with  a 
hired  man,  hastened  towards  New  Ulm.  Unfortunately  the  In- 
dians were  at  that  very  moment  conceutrating  about  New  Ulm  to 
destroy  tt,  and  as  this  little  party  of  four  hastened  on  their  way, 
they  were  discovered  by  the  Indians  and  every  one  put  to  death. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  massacre  the  two  young  men, 
spoken  of  above,  had  been  boarding  for  some  time  at  the  Brown 
home,  but  were  temporarily  absent  on  a  trip  thirty  miles  distant  up 
the  river.  On  their  return  they  found  two  women  refugees,  one 
badly  wounded,  whom  they  conveyed  to  the  Brown  bouse,  and 
there  they  left  them,  and  also  set  out  for  New  Ulm.  They  were 
five  days  on  the  way,  creeping  along  cautiously,  lying  in  hid- 
ing two  whole  days,  but  escaped  and  reached  their  destination 
just  alter  the  Indians  had  been  repulsed. 

When  the  attack  on  New  Ulm  commenced,  a  company  of 
volunteers  left  Lesueur  for  their  relief.  Among  them  was  Dr. 
Oti.s  Aycr,  well  known  in  liristot  as  n  native  of  the  Aycr  farm  on 
the  New  Hampton  side  of  the  Pemigewasset.  With  this  re- 
euforcement  New  Ulm  made  a  stubborn  resistance  and  the 
Indians  were  finally  repulsed  after  about  one-third  of  the  town 
had  been  burned. 

Six  weeks  after  this  fight  the  soldiers  moved  through  the 
adjoining  country  to  bury  the  dead  scattered  all  over  the  prairie. 
Dr.  Ayer  was  with  those  who  found  the  remains  of  the  Brown 
party  and  there  he  found  the  family  Bible  in  which  were  the 
names  of  the  deceased,  whom  he  recognized  as  old  acquain- 
tances. Near  at  hand  sat  the  faithful  family  dog,  which  for  six 
weeks  had  kept  faithful  watch  over  the  remains  of  his  master  and 
family.  Every  afternoon  this  dog  left  his  charge,  went  home, 
drove  up  the  cows  as  be  had  been  accustomed  to  do,  and  after 
being  fed,  so  thase  in  the  home  said,  he  disappeared,  and 
resumed  his  guard  over  the  dead. 

MOI.I.Y  BURTON  AND  TUB  DOCTOR 
"Molly  Burton"  and  the  Doctor  occupy  a  unique  place  in 
the  history  of  Bristol.  Molly  was  the  only  real  witch  that  ever 
lived  in  town,  aiid  that  she  was  a  witch  and  was  in  league  with 
the  Devil,  could  be  easily  proven  by-  the  testimony  of  some  of  the 
best  men  and  women  of  the  town ;  everybody  spoke  of  her  as  a 
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witch,  and  even  her  husband  declared  she  was  possessed  of  a 
devil,  and  he  knew  and  realized  this  011  many  occasions. 

Molly's  name  and  influence  were  not  confined  to  the  limits 
of  this  town,  and  wherever  she  was  known  she  was  feared,  and 
not  withont  cause,  for  not  only  here  but  also  in  all  the  adjoinhig 
towns  there  were  times  when  persistent  churning  wonUl  not 
bring  bntter,  and  the  witch  could  only  he  driven  from  tlic  crcnni 
by  turning  in  scalding  water.  In  many  ca^es  hogs  could  not  be 
fatted  ;  cattle,  while  quietly  grazing,  would  suddenly  run  about, 
shaking  their  heads  as  they  went :  farming  tools  would  mysteri- 
ously disappear,  or  fall  to  pieces  just  when  needed  ;  the  women 
were  troubled  by  their  nutcakes  soaking  too  much  fat ;  the  pork 
would  all  try  away  ;  strange  noises  were  heard  at  night ;  and 
many  other  manifestations,  seen  and  beard,  proved  that  a  witch 
was  about  and  Molly  must  be  the  one.  And  then  the  fact  that 
she  was  a  witch  was  tested  in  many  ways.  It  was  said  that 
Molly  did  not  and  could  not  enter  a  bouse  where  a  horseshoe 
was  nailed  near  the  door ;  one  man  stuck  a  pin  in  her  track  as 
she  walked  the  street  and  she  instantly  squatted  down  and  could 
not  rise  till  the  pin  was  removed ;  and  another  man  who  was 
savagely  attacked  by  a  dog,  hit  the  dog  on  the  bead  with  his 
walking  stick,  and  then  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  dog  was 
bewitched  by  Molly  he  hastened  to  her  home  where  he  (ound 
her  on  the  lounge  with  her  head  tie<l  up  suffering  from  a  wound 
like  that  inflicted  on  the  dog.  It  was  not,  however,  as  a 
witch  that  Molly  was  chiefly  feared  by  the  Methodists,  She 
used  to  attend  the  old  Methodist  chapel  at  the  base  of  Sugar 
hill,  and,  after  the  custom  of  those  days,  to  deliver  an  exhorta- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  sermon.  When  she  arose  there  was 
always  a  sensation  because  everyone  knew  that  somebody  would 
get  hit.  She  was  well  versed  in  the  Bible  and  she  would  hurl 
all  the  curses  and  maledictions  to  be  found  therein  at  whomso- 
ever and  whatever  she  would.  Usually  it  was  some  individual, 
as  when  she  said  "cursed  be  Esquire  Atwood  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  if  he  kills  one  of  my  dogs,"  and  here  it  may  be  remarked 
that  she  always  had  several  canines,  that  she  had  named  War, 
Famine,  and  Pestilence ;  or  it  was  the  "fiddle''  introduced  into  the 
choir  that  aroused  her  ire,  when  she  "thanked  God  there  would 
be  no  fiddle  in  Heaven."  She  usually  had  n  word  of  admoni- 
tion for  the  sinners  present,  and  closed  with  tliese  words  "Oh 
tarn  ye,  oh,  tarn  ye,  for  why  will  ye  die." 

Of  course  such  exhortations  from  such  a  person  could  not 
be  tolerated,  and  many  expedients  were  resorted  to  to  make  her 
stop.  Once  the  minister  told  her  from  the  pulpit  that  she  must 
not  speak,  when  she  instantly  arose  with  fire  in  her  eyes  and 
hurled  her  maledictions  at  him  with  no  uncertain  effect.  On 
one  occasion,  two  of  the  of&cers  of  the  church  carried  her  from 
the  building ;  but  a  slight  interruption  like  this  did  not  discon- 
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cert  lier  mid  slie  cotitiiiued  to  talk  till  slie  reached  tlie  door, 
when  she  said,  "Well  I  I  am  more  favored  thau  my  Lord.  He 
had  but  one  jackass  to  ride,  while  I  have  two." 

Dr.  Burton  was  the  husband  of  Molly,  He  had  two  profes- 
sions, medicine  and  divinity.  His  knowledge  of  medicine  was 
acquired  by  long  years  of  practice  with  roots  and  herbs,  and  he 
had  the  reputation  of  being  quite  skilful  in  this  line.  His 
inspiration  for  preaching  was  drawn  from  a  mug  of  cider.  While 
Molly  always  sought  the  church  to  do  her  preaching,  the  Doctor 
did  his  nu  the  streets,  and  a  single  mug  of  cider  would  keep  him 
oil  Zion's  walls  all  night.  He  usually  chose  a  dark  night  for  his 
best  efforts,  and  he  would  station  himself  in  front  of  the  different 
houses  in  the  village  by  turn  and  preach  till  the  lights  went  out, 
then  he  would  betake  himself  to  the  base  of  Sugar  hill  and  con- 
tinue to  preach  till  his  inspiration  was  gone,  which  sometimes 
did  not  occur  till  the  grey  hours  of  morning.  On  one  occasion 
his  prcachiuR  was  rudely  interrupted  by  a  game  played  by  the 
l>oys  that  terribly  frightened  the  Doctor;  but  when  he  realized 
that  he  was  still  on  earth,  he  said,  "Let  us  return  thanks  for 
this  great  deliverance."  when  he  varied  the  exercises  by  offer- 
ing a  prayer. 

In  addition  to  the  dogs  that  Molly  claimed  as  her  own,  the 
Doctor  had  two  hounds  that  always  followed  him  in  his  peram- 
bulations, and  so  he  was  always  sure  of  an  attentive  and  patient 
audience.  Sometimes  when  the  Doctor  was  drunk  the  devil 
reigned  in  him  ns  well  as  in  Molly,  and  it  is  said  that  on  one 
occasion  he  knocked  Molly  down  and  stood  over  her  with  a 
broomstick,  and  to  her  efforts  to  rise  he  said,  "Well!  Molly  I 
tell  you  what  it  is,  the  farther  you  get  up,  the  farther  you 
have  got  to  fall." 

But  in  spite  of  these  little  episodes  Molly  and  the  Doctor 
lived  happily  together.  Molly  always  had  her  mite  for  the  con- 
tribution box,  and  both  had  many  a  kind  deed  for  the  suffering, 
and  when  he  came  to  his  last  sickness  she  tenderly  cared  for  him, 
and  later  erected  at  his  grave  in  the  TJristol  cemetery  a  plain 
marble  slab.  Many  who  knew  Molly  and  the  Doctor  do  not 
recognize  the  name  on  the  slab  for  it  reads  "William  Borden," 
Some  time  after  the  death  of  the  Doctor,  Molly  removed  to  an 
adjoining  town,  where  she  died  and  filled  a  pauper's  grave. 

HILLBRITB   POTATOBS 

At  the  time  ol  the  Millcrilc  excitemeut,  in  the  foil  of  1843, 
David  TnnnbuU  had  a  large  field  of  potatoes  that  he  declined  to 
dig  because  he  would  not  live  to  need  them.  One  day  Hezekiah 
Sargent  asked  pennission  to  dig  some  of  them.  "Yes,"  said 
Trumbull,  "dig  all  you  wish.  I  only  want  a  few  to  last  me  the 
short  time  I  shall  stay  here,"  Sargent  dug  all  except  a  few 
rows.     Time  wore  away,  the  world  continued  to  turn  on   its 
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axis,  and  as  Trumbull's  supply  of  potatoes  was  getting  low,  he 
called  on  Sargent  for  some,  when  Sargent  coolly  replied  that  he 
did  not  know  as  he  had  any  to  spare. 

BZTRACT  FaOH  KKCORSS 

Thli  may  Certify  wliom  it  Hay  Coiicern  that  Ht.  Joiintliau  PuliDcr  of 
Alexoudria  and  Mrs.  Lydla  Qinnil>y  o(  New  ClicBtcr  liiivullwii  rublishcd 
In  the  Towii  of  New  Clietter— New  Cheater,  October  ye  aath  1781  Curr 
Huae  Town  Clerk. 

N.  B.  Ht.  Jonathan  Palmer  Jr.  was  the  Han  Ueant  to  Be  Published 
— and  without  any  Donbt  with  Me,  was  nnireraally  taken  to  Be  tlie  man 
Attest  Carr  Hnse  Town  Clerk. 

AN  OLD  PIT  OPBNBD 

In  May,  1884,  in  making  excavations  for  a  new  boiler-house 
by  the  New  Hampshire  Pulp  and  Paper  company  in  what  was 
once  the  tan  yard  of  White's  tannery,  a  tan  pit,  covered  up 
thirty-five  years  before  and  forgotten,  was  opened.  It  was  full 
of  liquor  and  sole  leather.  The  liquor  was  still  as  bright  as 
when  put  in  and  the  leather  was  in  a  perfect  state  of  preserva- 
tion. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Vital  statistics  were  regarded  as  of  little  importance  seventy- 
five  years  ago.  The  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
were  very  imperfectly  kept  or  not  kept  at  all.  An  intention  of 
marriage  was  usually  filed  according  to  law  which  ran  like  this : 
"Marriage  is  intended  between  John  Jones  of  Bristol  and  Sally 
Smith  of  Bridgewater, "  This  declaration  was  recorded  by  the 
town  clerk  with  date,  but  in  very  many  instances  there  was  no 
record  of  the  marriage.  Clergymen  and  justices  of  the  peace 
frequently  performed  the  ceremony  on  the  simple  request  of  the 
contracting  parties,  and  afterward,  if  the  parties  desired,  a 
record  was  made.     The  following  is  taken  from  the  town  books : 

Martha  Ingalls  and  myself,  Peter  Drown,  were  married  Not.  19,  1839. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  paper  presented  to  Rev.  Wal- 
ter Sleeper : 

Mr.  Sleeper  — 

Marriage  is  intended  between  me  and  Miss  Hartba  Johnson  pleaae 
perform  the  serimouy  and  I  will  hold  70a  harmless  for  anything  here- 
after. 

Bristol,  Apr.  10,  1833. 

Samuel  C.  Brawn. 

The  ceremony  was  performed  the  same  day.  Henry  Bailey 
and  Nancy  Barnard  were  married  on  the  strength  of  the  follow- 
ing paper : 
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TliU  may  certify  that  wUereuB  Ileurj  Bailey  and  Naticy  Barnard 
both  of  Bristol,  iuteuda  luairiaKC  we  tlie  subscribeiB  being  the  uixhest 
relation  to  the  said  Naucy  aiid  slater  do  hereby  and  in  this  way  fteely 
^veour  coUBciit 

Folly  Mason 

Bristol,  Nov.  3,  1817.  Susan  UasoD 

A  PBARPtlL  KIDB 
Perhaps  no  better  coasting  was  ever  afforded  in  Bristol  than 
in  January,  1883.  A  slight  rain,  followed  by  freezing,  made 
the  roads  in  prime  condition,  and  the  beautiful  moonlight  eve- 
nings called  out  large  crowds  to  enjoy  this  exhilarating  sport. 
South  Main  street,  from  Abram  Dolloff's  residence  to  Central 
square,  was  alive  with  both  sexes  and  almost  all  ages,  both  as 
participants  and  spectators.  One  of  the  traverse  sleds  used,  that 
outstripped  all  the  rest,  was  twenty-two  feet  long  and  would  carry 
frotn  twelve  to  fifteen  men,  and,  when  heavily  loaded,  traveled 
with  the  speed  of  nn  express  train.  Monday  evening,  Jan.  13, 
ten  young  men  took  a  ride  on  this  sled.  The  party  consisted  of 
James  B.  Huckins,  Elmer  T.  Sanborn,  Arthur  K.  Drake,  John 
P.  Drake,  William  B.  Locke,  Elbridge  S.  Bickford,  Wesley  M. 
Preston,  Edward  K.  Kendall,  Edward  M.  Drake,  and  Edward 
Huckins.  They  moved  down  the  hill  with  great  velocity,  but 
when  going  at  its  greatest  speed  the  sled  crossed  a  water-bar 
which  caused  it  to  spring  so  high  that  the  transom  bolt  came 
out.  and  the  bed-piece  settled  down  on  the  sled  in  a  way  that 
nindc  .steering  iniitos.sthlc.  James  H.  llnckin.s,  who  held  the 
ropes,  called  to  his  companions  to  jump ;  but  he,  Elmer  T.  San- 
bom,  and  Edward  M.  Drake  were  the  only  ones  who  succeeded 
in  getting  off.  Straight  as  an  arrow  and  with  fearful  velocity 
the  sled  sped  on  ;  it  passed  within  a  foot  of  the  post-office  steps, 
then  through  the  lattice  woodwork  between  the  bridge  and  Post- 
office  block,  as  though  it  were  but  a  cobweb ;  cleared  the  fifteen- 
foot  wall  with  a  fearful  leap,  plunging  its  load  of  seven  human 
beings  into  the  middle  of  Newfound  river,  E.  M.  Drake  was 
instantly  over  the  wall  and  on  the  ice  that  skirted  the  river, 
assisting  his  companions  out  of  the  water.  One  was  just  about 
to  be  carried  under  the  ice  below,  by  the  strong  current,  when 
pulled  out.  Elbridge  S.  Bickford  succeeded  in  climbing  onto 
the  ice  about  the  pier  and  was  drawn  up  to  the  bridge  by  a  rope. 
The  others,  wjth  some  assistance,  succeeded  in  gaining  a  foot- 
hold on  the  ice  on  the  south  shore.  The  strangest  part  of  the 
nfFnir  was  Hint  no  otic  was  drowned  or  snfHcicntly  injured  to  pre- 
vent his  assisting  himself.  William  B.  I^cke  had  one  bone  of  his 
wrist  broken,  and  this  was  the  only  injury  received  worth  men- 
tioning. 

In  1359,  an  agreement  between  two  individuals  coacemiug 
the  building  of  a  division  fence  was  put  on  record  tu  Bristol. 
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The  line  described  commenced  near  "a  stake  and  stones  in  the 
center  of  a  culprit,  thence  snuth  to  a  stake  and  stones  in  the 
center  of  the  next  culprit,  thence  to  stake  and  stones  in  the 
curve  of  the  road,  thence  to  stake  and  stones  in  center  of  next 
culprit,  thence  to  stake  and  stones  in  center  of  last  culprit 
between  our  lands." 

At  one  time  there  were  three  men  in  town  by  the  name  of 
Samuel  Sleeper.  There  was  Samuel  who  settled  on  tlie  Aaron 
Sleeper  farm ;  his  son  Samuel,  who  afterwards  changed  his  name 
to  Samuel  Thomas  Worthington  Sleeper,  and  Samuel  Sleeper, 
second,  who  lived  on  Hemp  hill.  It  was  proposed  by  the  crowd 
that  the  lirst  and  last  named  should  have  titles,  and  that  the  one 
that  wonld  funiisli  the  most  ruui  as  a  treat  should  be  called 
colonel  and  the  other  captain.  Samuel  Sleeper,  second,  fur- 
nished a  gallon  and  the  other  only  a  quart ;  so  Samuel,  second, 
won  the  title  of  colonel,  and  the  other  was  thereafter  called  cap- 
tain. 

MBNRV  JOHMSON 
On  the  morning  of  July  13,  1853,  the  body  of  Vice  Johnson, 
as  he  was  commonly  called,  was  found  in  the  old  stable  once 
connected  with  the  Prescott  inn  on  South  Main  street.  The 
story  of  the  life  of  Johnson  is  a  pathetic  one.  In  boyhood, 
though  an  orphan,  his  prospects  for  life  were  bright.  Of  a  hap- 
py, cheery  disposition,  he  was  a  welcome  guest  in  every  home. 
In  company  with  Kbenezer  Fisk,  he  was  baptized  and  united 
with  the  Free  Baptist  church.  He  married,  and  children  came 
to  gladden  his  home.  Then  the  demon  rum  got  in  its  work. 
His  friends  and  his  family  left  him  and  he  became  an  outca.st. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  prominent  figure  on  the  streets  of  liris- 
tol;  sometimes  at  work,  hut  generally  idle;  sometimes  drunk 
and  sometimes  sober ;  sometimes  with  three  meals  a  day  and  as 
often  with  none.  On  Friday,  the  lath,  he  had  eaten  inordinate- 
ly, sought  a  bed  on  the  hay,  with  no  covering,  and  died  before 
morning.  On  Sunday  the  funeral  occurred  iu  the  Free  Baptist 
church  where  every  seat  was  occupied,  but  no  relatives  accom- 
panied the  remains.  The  ofBciating  clergyiuau  w*as  Rev. 
Kbenezer  Fisk,  the  boyhood  friend  and  schoolmate  of  the 
deceased.  He  pictured  as  only  he  could  the  career  of  the 
deceased,  emphasizing  that  passage  of  Scripture  that  says  that 
no  drunkard  can  inherit  the.  kingdom  of  heaven".  Overcome 
with  emotion  he  sank  to  his  seat,  and  though  no  relatives  were 
present,  the  tears  shed  were  many.  The  remains  were  interred 
in  a  pauper's  graVe. 

Less  than  a  hundred  years  ago  the  wearing  of  flowers  or 
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even  gay  ribbons  on  the  bouncts  of  the  ladies  wasuuknown.  A 
lady  dressed  tastily,  according  to  modern  ideas,  would  then 
-have  been  thought  to  be  attracting  the  attentiou  of  the  vulgar. 
About  the  year  1825,  Miss  Jane  Bartlett  entered  the  old  Metho- 
dist chapel  oue  Sunday  with  a  flower  on  her  bonnet.  This  the 
minister  detected,  and  from  the  desk  commanded  her  to  remove 
the  flower  before  taking  a  seat  in  the  house  of  God.  With  this 
the  young  lady  complied. 

POST-OFFIca  BURGLARY 
Oil  the  early  morning  of  June  34,  1894,  post-office  burglars 
visited  the  Bristol  post-office.  Curtis  K.  Eastman,  the  post- 
office  clerk,  who  roomed  in  the  rear  of  the  post-office,  heard 
burglars  at  work  on  the  street  door.  His  room  was  connected 
with  the  post-ofSce  by  folding  doors,  across  one  of  which  was  a 
table  used  in  the  office.  Taking  a  revolver,  he  crept  under  the 
table.  The  burglars  effected  an  entrance  and  then  made  their 
way  behind  n  counter  to  the  rear  of  the  room  where  the  office 
waH  located.  One  of  the  burglars  then  struck  a  match  to  light 
a  lamp,  and  as  soon  as  the  light  enabled  Mr.  Bastman  to  see  his 
man,  be  fired.  The  man  fell  with  a  groan  to  the  floor.  The 
light  went  out  and  both  men  scrambled  to  the  door,  leaving 
their  hats  behind  them.  Upon  reaching  the  door,  one  of  the 
men  fired  a  shot  at  Eastman;  but  that  he  was  slightly  discon- 
certed was  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  bullet  struck  the  ceiling  over 
Ua.stman's  head.  Mr.  Castman  gave  his  guests  a  parting  shot 
as  they  opened  the  door.  John  H.  Thurston,  who  lived  in  the 
rear  of  the  post-office,  was  promptly  on  the  scene,  the  village 
was  aroused,  and  the  burglars  traced  to  the  farm  of  Frank  W. 
Robinson  iu  New  Hampton,  where  they  had  stolen  a  horse  and 
carriage  and  escaped.  They  were  traced  by  Policeman  Frank  S. 
Kirk,  through  Sanbornton  and  Gilmanton,  to  Rochester ;  but,  as 
neither  the  government  nor  individuals  stood  ready  to  pay 
expenses,  further  search  was  abandoned  and  the  guilty  parties 
were  not  apprehended. 

When  the  question  of  changing  the  name  of  New  Chester 
to  Hill  was  being  agitated,  the  following  couplet  was  found  one 
morning  posted  in  town  : 

Betwixt  ](i11  and  Hell  there  is  but  one  letter 

If  Hill  h:i(i  bctii  callul  IIl-11  'twould  liave  lioeu  mucli  better 

Jtily  2,  1810,  there  was  recorded  in  the  New  Chester  records 
the  death  of  a  child.     Then  followed  these  lines : 
This  battel)  dUtteas  our  liearta  it  tore 
Though  weak  its  bowels,  swelled  and  sore. 
Seven  long  houn  cramp  fits  he  bore 
Forty  numbered,  then  all  was  o'er. 
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Bears  were  very  numerous  for  many  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  the  town.  One  day  after  Moses  Sleeper  had  moved  into 
his  new  house,  that  which  now  stands  in  the  rear  of  the  brick 
store  in  Central  square,  his  wife,  Betsey,  saw  among  the  recent- 
ly felled  trees  near  where  is  now  the  north  comer  of  While's 
block,  a  large  black  benr.  Taking  her  liusbaud'.s  flint-lock 
gun,  she  took  deliberate  aim,  as  she  !>too<l  at  a  wiudow,  and 
fired,  killing  bruin  at  the  first  fire.  At  another  time  Mr. 
Sleei»er  had  been  to  assist  I,ieMt.  Samuel  Wortheu  kill  his  hogs, 
and  did  not  return  home  till  late  in  the  evening,  when  he  found 
his  wife  awaiting  him  with  great  anxiety,  that  he  might  go  to 
the  assistance  of  some  travelers  whose  cries  for  help  she  had 
heard.  Mr.  Sleeper  only  laughed  and  said  he  would  show  lier 
later  where  the  travelers  were.  The  next  day  he  went  with  her 
to  the  base  of  Sugar  hill  where  were  found  well  beaten  paths 
made  by  the  bears  in  traveling  between  Newfound  and  Pemige- 
wasset  rivers. 

A  bear  came  into  the  dooryard  of  Sherbum  Tilton,  on  the 
Laura  A.  Mitchell  farm,  and  carried  off  a  pig. 

One  day  Tom  Lock  discovered  a  bear  in  a  tall  tree  on  the 
steep  hillside  south  of  his  home,  and  he  determined  to  have  some 
sport  out  of  the  usual  order,  so  he  fell  the  tree  down  hill,  think- 
ing the  fall  would  kill  the  bear.  Bruin  viewed  with  composure 
the  labor  of  his  enemy  when  cutting  the  tree,  and  clung  tena- 
ciously to  his  perch  as  the  tree  was  falling,  but  just  before  he 
would  have  struck  the  ground,  he  leaped  with  the  agility  of  a 
cat  from  the  tree  and,  liefore  the  hunter  could  recover  from  his 
surprise  and  grasp  his  gun,  had  disappeared  in  the  woods. 

When  Elijah  Sanborn  lived  on  the  Solon  Dolloff  place,  his 
son,  David,  was  sent  by  his  stepmother  after  the  cows.  He 
went,  but  saw  a  bear  and  returned  without  the  cows.  She 
insisted  that  he  get  the  cows,  which  he  did  with  much  concern 
for  his  personal  safety.  On  returning,  he  met  the  bear  he  had 
before  seen,  but  it  was  making  rapid  strides  for  the  woods  with 
a  pig  in  its  mouth  which  it  had  taken  from  a  pen  near  the 


John  Kidder  set  out  the  first  apple  tree  in  town  on  wliat  is 
now  the  Fred  Kidder  farm,  south  of  the  present  farmhouse. 
One  hundred  years  later,  his  grandson,  Aaron  Kidder,  gathered 
apples  from  it. 

Col.  Tom  Puller,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  lived  near 
the  highest  point  of  the  road  over  New  Chester  mountain,  was 
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something  of  a  wng.  His  wife  was  considered  the  homeliest 
woman  in  town.  Far  below  him  on  the  present  road  to  Hill 
lived  Jonathan  Merrill,  whose  wife  was  called  a  close  second  to 
Mrs.  Fuller  in  personal  beauty,  though  both  were  estimable 
women.  One  hot  day  in  the  midst  of  haying,  Col,  Fuller  sent  a 
message  to  Mr.  Merrill  that  he  wanted  to  see  bim  and  bis  wife 
at  his  home  at  once.  Supposing  some  important  business  must 
be  pending,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrill  climbed  the  steep  hill  and 
presented  themselves  at  the  Fuller  home.  Placing  two  chairs 
side  by  side  Col.  Fuller  caused  Mrs.  Merrill  to  occupy  one  and 
Mrs.  Fuller  the  other,  and  then  turning  to  Mr.  Merrill  he  said, 
•'There,  Mr.  Merrill,  I'll  leave  it  to  you  to  say  which  is  the 
homeliest  woman." 

THB  OLD  CANNON 

The  old  iron  cannon  that  did  service  so  many  years  on 
Sugar  hill  wa.s  purchased  in  Fortsmontli  by  tlie  Whigs  during 
llie  "Tip  and  Tyler"  campaign  of  1840,  It  was  brought  to 
13ristol  the  loUowiug  winter  on  a  sled  by  Col,  Asa  Darling 
and  placed  at  the  base  of  Sugar  hill.  It  was  reported  to  have 
been  captured  from  a  British  war-ship  in  the  war  of  1812.  It 
was  of  massive  proportions,  about  eight  feet  long  and  had  a  bore 
of  about  five  inches,  and  was  mounted  on  a  ship  carriage.  It 
was  first  placed  at  the  base  of  Sugar  hill  near  the  stone  wall  on 
the  south  side,  but  soon  after  conveyed  to  the  top  of  the  hill. 
It  first  spoke  in  Bristol  on  the  morning  of  March  4,  1841,  the 
day  General  Harrison  was  inaugurated  president  of  the  United 
States.  The  carriage  soon  disappeared  and  the  gun  was  gradu- 
ally worked  down  the  hill  by  the  boys  till  it  reached  its  original 
position  at  the  base.  Here  it  remained  for  many  years  and  was 
fired  on  Independence  day  and  other  occasions.  It  was  once 
spiked  on  the  third  of  July  to  prevent  its  being  fired  the  next 
day.  In  the  early  evening  of  the  third,  however,  the  boys  went 
to  work  like  beavers  and  bored  another  hole  in  its  massive 
breach  ;  but  just  as  midnight  came  and  their  work  seemed  near 
completion  the  drill  broke,  and  their  labors  came  to  naught.  A 
fuse  was  then  procured  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  fire  it  from 
the  mU7.7.1e,  but  this  failed.  Nothing  daunted,  a  machinist  was 
called  from  his  bed,  new  drills  made  and  despite  the  fact  that 
the  gun  was  loaded,  drilling  was  recommenced,  a  new  hole  was 
l)orcd,  and  just  as  llic  suil  np|)cnred  over  the  liori/on,  the  gun 
awoke  t)ie  echoes  for  many  miles  around  and  a  .shout  of  triumph 
went  up  from  the  boys. 

During  the  Civil  war  this  gun  was  again  conveyed  to  the 

top  of  the  hill,  where  it  did  service  as  before.     Aug,  16,  1877,  a 

reunion  of  the   tath   Regt.  N.  H.  Vols,  was  held  in  Bristol. 

Some  young  men,  thinking  the  old  cannon  should  speak  forth  a 

30a 
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welcome  on  this  occasion,  loaded  it  with  a  heavy  charge  of  pow- 
der, then  filled  it  to  the  mouth  with  stones,  brakes,  and  earth. 
Fearing  the  contents  might  make  the  number  of  the  survivors 
of  the  war  still  less,  the  muzzle  was  pried  around  to  face  the 
east.  It  was  then  fired,  and  instead  of  the  contents  of  the  gun 
becoming  a  danger  to  life  and  limb,  the  village  was  bombarded 
with  pieces  of  the  gun  itself  which  were  hurled  through  the  air 
by  the  force  of  the  explosion.  No  one  was  injured  though  there 
were  several  narrow  escapes.  And  thus  on  this  memorable 
occasion  this  gun  spoke  its  last  welcome  and  ended  its  career. 

Rev.  Walter  Sleeper  and  his  wife  kept  the  toll-gate  of  the 
Mayhew  turnpike  on  North  Main  street  for  some  years.  One  day 
after  a  hard  snowstorm,  a  traveler  came  along  and  complained 
bitterly  because  the  road  had  not  been  broken  out  and  refused  to 
pay  bis  toll.  Mrs.  Sleeper,  who  was  alone,  declined  to  unfasten 
the  gate  till  he  had  paid,  whereupon  he  took  from  his  pocket  a 
silver  dollar  and  threw  it  into  the  snow  at  her  feet.  Mrs. 
Sleeper  picked  the  coin  from  the  snow,  went  into  the  house,  and 
returned  with  the  change  in  small  pieces  of  silver.  These  she 
threw  at  his  feet  in  the  snow,  and  stood  by  enjoying  bis  hunt 
for  the  coins. 

In  1797,  Seth  Spencer  lived  on  the  David  S.  Batchelder 
farm,  in  Bridgewater,  in  a  log  cabin.  The  family  consisted  of 
Mr.  Spencer,  his  wile  and  three  children,  and  his  mother.  One 
night,  during  his  absence,  Mrs.  Spencer  found  the  house  on  fire. 
She  grasped  two  of  the  children  and  hastened  to  the  door.  The 
door  was  so  heavy  she  was  obliged  to  put  the  children  down  to 
open  it,  and  while  doing  this,  the  flames  came  upon  her  so 
fiercely,  and  she  was  burned  so  badly,  she  only  succeeded  in 
escaping  from  the  house  with  one  of  the  children ;  the  other 
two  and  the  mother  perished.  Mrs.  Spencer  was  over  a  mile 
from  the  nearest  neighbor,  but  she  started,  carrying  in  her  amis 
the  child  she  had  saved,  wrapping  it  in  a  part  of  her  own  scanty 
clothing.  After  having  traveled  half  the  distance  she  was  met 
by  men  hastening  to  the  burning  building,  who  assisted  her  as 
best  they  could. 
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CHAPTER  XLIV 
ANNA1.S  OF  THE  TOWN 

AN   ACCOUNT  OI'   STORMS,   FRRSHRTS,   KPIDBMICS,  AND  OTHBR 

IJVHNTS  Ol'   INTBRMST   NOT   HBCORUKD   MLSEWHBRB 

There  1b  the  moral  of  all  human  tales ; 
'Tis  but  the  aame  rehearsal  of  the  past. 

— Byron. 

1779,  Oct.  9,  two  feet  ol  snow  fell.  The  winter  df  1 779-'8o 
was  one  of  iiuiisucil  severity.     Boston  harbor  froze  over. 

1780.  Oil  Friday,  May  19,  occtirred  the  "Dark  Day." 
The  shades  oi  night  fell  at  noon,  and  a  deep  gloom  settled  on 
the  people,  many  fearing  that  the  end  of  the  world  was  coming. 
This  darkness  continued  more  or  less  for  several  days  and  was 
iindonbtedly  caused  by  forest  fires  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
state  and  in  Canada. 

1785.  April  20,  snow  covered  all  the  fences,  and  the  warm 
days  and  cold  nights  caused  a  crust  sufficiently  hard  and  strong 
to  allow  traveling  in  any  dlrccliou  with  liorscs  and  oxen,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  day.  Planting  was  as  early  as  usual.  In 
October,  there  was  a  great  freshet.  More  rain  than  usual  fell 
in  September ;  the  ground  was  well  saturated,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  immense  rainfall  that  followed  ran  into  the  lakes  and 
streams,  producing  the  greatest  fresliet  ever  known  on  the 
Pemigewasset.  During  three  days  preceding  Oct,  23,  nine 
inches  ol  rain  fell  and  much  damage  was  done  on  the  low  lands, 
and  some  cattle  were  drowned,  A  record  made  by  the  town 
clerk  of  New  Chester  said  the  water  was  "about  thirty  feet  above 
the  bed  of  the  river."  Simeon  Cross,  who  lived  on  the  intervale 
in  Bridgewater,  was  obliged  to  move  out  of  his  cabin  in  the 
night.  He  later  built  on  higher  ground,  but  the  water  never 
again  reached  so  high  a  point.  Still  greater  damage  was  done 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  and  in  Maine. 

1788.  Lewis  McBrian  was  fined  two  shillings  for  swearing 
"one  prolane  oath." 

1794.  The  spring  of  this  year  was  remarkably  early.  Ap- 
ple trees  were  in  bloom  the  njiddle  of  April,  and  the  first  ol  May 
Iruit  had  commenced  to  form.  May  17,  there  was  a  very  high 
wind,  and  the  temperature  constantly  fell  till  the  next  day, 
when  water  froze  to  the  thickness  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
inch.     The  fruit  crop  was  ruined. 
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1799.  The  news  of  the  death  of  George  Washinj^oti  was 
brought  to  town  by  Mr.  Craige  on  his  way  home  to  Bridgewater 
from  Boston,  about  two  weeks  after  the  death  occurred.  He 
wore  crape  on  his  ami.  The  news  made  a  profotmd  impression 
on  the  people. 

1801.  During  the  first  week  in  June  there  was  a  very 
severe  frost,  and  all  crops  were  thought  to  be  ruined ;  hut  tlic 
year  was  a  fruitful  one, 

1802,  The  summer  of  this  year  a  great  amount  of  rain  fell, 
and  there  was  a  freshet  in  September. 

1804.  On  the  9th  of  October  occurred  a  storm  which  had 
never  been  equaled  in  the  memory  <ri  the  oldest  people  then 
living,  and  its  like,  at  so  early  a  date,  has  not  since  beeu  known. 
Two  feet  of  snow  fell,  most  of  which  remained  011  the  ground 
till  the  next  spring.  A  hard  gale  prevailed ;  fniit  was  stripped 
from  the  trees  and  lost,  and  large  numbers  of  cattle  and  sheep 
perished.  The  potato  crop  was  not  gathered  till  the  frost  left 
the  ground  the  next  spring.  Great  damage  was  done  to  ship- 
ping along  the  coast. 

1806.  June  16,  total  eclipse  of  the  sun. 

1807,  In  February  of  this  year,  there  was  very  high  water 
in  the  streams  caused  by  licavy  rains  and  melting  of  the  snow. 
Many  bridges  were  carried  awny. 

1810.  The  chief  event  this  year  was  "Cold  Friday,"  which 
occurred  Jan,  19.  The  early  part  of  the  preceding  day  the 
weather  was  mild,  but  later  a  cold  wind  sprang  up  and  the 
thermometer  began  to  drop.  The  next  morning  the  wind  blew 
a  gale  and  the  thermometer  had  fallen  fifty  degrees.  At  Sanbom- 
ton  the  record  was  made  of  twenty-five  degrees  below  zero  and 
several  lives  were  lost.  The  gale  did  much  damage  to  timber,  and 
the  intense  cold  caused  much  suffering,  but  there  were  no  fatali- 
ties in  this  town.  The  great  wind  increased  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  piercing  the  heaviest  clothing,  and  finding  a  ready 
entrance  to  the  rude  homes  of  the  people. 

1814.  Monday,  Dec.  6,  heavy  shock  of  earthquake,  con- 
tinuing forty-five  seconds. 

1815.  Spotted  fever  prevailed  to  considerable  extent  this 
year  and  there  were  many  fatalities.  People  stricken  with  this 
disease  were  frequently  carried  off  within  twenty-four  hours. 
Among  the  fatal  cases  were  four  children  of  John  Favor. 

1815.  The  great  gale  of  Sept.  33,  which  did  great  damage 
in  the  central  portion  of  the  state,  appears  to  have  visited  New 
Chester  and  Bridgewater  more  lightly,  though  much  damage 
was  done  to  fruit  trees  and  buildings. 

1816.  Spotted  fever  again  raged.  In  January,  Ephraim 
Quimby  lost  six  children  in  five  days.  All  were  buried  in  two 
graves. 

1816.    The  first  months  of  this  year  were  remarkable  for 
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the  small  amount  of  snow  that  fell  and  the  warm  weather  that 
prevailed,  the  summer  mouths  as  the  coldest  on  record  in  this 
state.  Snow  fell  and  ice  formed  every  month  of  the  y^ar.  June 
1 1 ,  two  inches  of  snow  came. '  So  great  was  the  damage  done 
and  suffering  caused  that  the  year  was  called  "Poverty  year." 
Farmers  made  heroic  efforts  to  save  their  crops,  and  whole 
nights  were  spent  in  feeding  huge  bonfires  near  the  com  to  keep 
the  frost  from  at  least  a  part ;  but  on  the  night  of  Aug.  19,  there 
came  a  frost  that  bonfires  could  not  drive  away  and  all  the  corn 
in  town  was  killed,  Tlicrc  was  not  enougji  raised  for  seed  the 
next  year,  and  provisions  of  all  kinds  went  to  fabulous  prices. 
The  next  March  liay  was  worth  from  $2$  to  $30  per  ton ;  corn, 
$2  per  bushel,  and  other  articles  in  proportion.  Many  had  no 
hay  at  all  the  latter  part  of  the  winter,  and  could  not  obtain  any, 
and  many  cattle  died. 

1817.  This  season  the  crops  were  plenteous  and  farmers 
prospered.  The  weather  was  propitious  and  no  frost  came  till 
the  agth  of  September.  Sunday  morning,  Oct.  5,  while  the  peo- 
ple were  at  church,  a  heavy  earthquake  shock  was  felt. 

1821.  In  the  sprhig  of  this  year  spotted  fever  again  raged 
to  some  extent  iti  Bristol  and  adjoining  towns. 

182a.  An  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  this  year. 
The  heirs  of  Thomas  W.  Thompson  had  a  dam  across  the  river 
just  below  the  bridge  from  Central  square.  This  dam  was  so 
high  that  it  caused  the  overflow  of  much  of  the  land  between 
the  rivor  and  llie  cemetery.  A  lawsuit  ensued,  and  to  comply 
with  the  order  of  the  court,  the  present  dam  was  built  a  couple 
of  rods  farther  down  tlie  stream.  The  new  dam  was  completed 
and  the  old  one  removed  in  August,  uncovering  a  large  tract  of 
land  ;  and  the  hot  August  sun  caused  the  air  to  be  filled  with 
miasma.  The  result  was  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever.  The 
fever  raged  for  four  months  or  more,  and  in  all  there  were  forty 
or  fifty  cases  and  several  deaths.  Among  the  deaths  were  Julia 
Maria  Minot,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  James  Miuot,  and  John  Hale, 
n  joiner.  Miss  Miuot  was  a  most  beautiful  and  accomplished 
young  lady.  She  came  home  from  school  to  assist  in  caring  for 
others. 

1824,  A  freshet  occurred  February  t2,  which  is  thus 
described  by  the  New  Hampshire  Patriot  of  Feb.  16:  "On 
Thursday  last  a  flood,  tlie  most  appalling  aud  tremendous  ever 
known  in  this  part  of  the  country,  took  place.  The  extreme 
cold  of  the  preceding  week  was  followed  on  Tuesday  and 
WcdiiCMlay  by  southerly  winds,  which  increased  to  a  gale, 
during   a   greater  part  of  which  time  the  raiu  descended  in 

"Tlie  bam  on  the  Fellows  place,  now  Horace  N.  Emmons's,  was 
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torrents.  The  ice  which  covered  the  ground  prevented  the 
earth  from  receiving  the  water,  and  the  whole  rushed  into  the 
streams  and  rivers.  In  a  few  hours  the  thick  ice  gave  way  and 
swept  bridges  and  everything  else  in  its  way  into  a  mass  of 
undistinguished  ruin,"  Immense  quantities  of  logs  on  the 
banks  of  the  rivers  were  carried  dowu  stream.  All  tlie  bridRCS 
north  of  the  turnpitce  bridge  at  Uoscawen,  except  Central  bridge 
at  Bristol,  and  Livermore's  bridge  at  Campton,  were  carried 
away,  as  was  also  nearly  every  bridge  on  Baker's  river.  Among 
those  lost  were  the  Pemigewasset  bridge  at  Bristol  and  Union 
bridge  at  Hill,  The  entire  damage  to  the  bridges  of  the  state 
was  estimated  at  over  $300,000. 

1836.  This  year  was  remarkable  for  its  two  freshets  and 
drouth.  On  the  24th  of  March  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  raised 
the  water  in  the  rivers  to  an  unusual  height.  The  rivers  were 
at  that  time  locked  in  ice  two  feet  thick,  but  this  was  broken  up 
and  the  highest  water  since  the  freshet  of  17S5  was  the  result. 
The  summer  of  this  year  was  a  very  dry  one,  and  the  crop  of 
grass  was  very  light,  but  the  heavy  rains  of  August  made  fall 
feed  more  plentiful  than  that  of  June.  In  consequence  of  these 
extremes  there  was  much  sickness  this  season.  From  the  10th 
to  the  15th  of  August,  there  were  frequent  and  heavy  rains  and 
the  record  of  rainfall  at  Salem,  Mass.,  during  this  litnc  was 
eight  and  seven-tenths  inches ;  for  the  entire  month  fourteen 
inches,  hut  there  is  no  record  of  the  amount  that  fell  in  Bristol. 
On  the  28th,  the  day  of  the  Willey  slide  at  the  White  moun- 
tains, occurred  the  largest  rainfall  of  the  month,  and  the  Pemi- 
gewasset rose  to  a  great  height.  Immense  damage  was  done  to 
roads,  bridges,  and  other  property  along  the  rivers  and  to  grow- 
ing crops.  Two  carding-mills  and  clothing  works  in  Hill, 
lielonging  to  George  W.  Sumner  and  Timothy  Favor,  were 
carried  off. 

1S27.  A  great  fall  of  rain  came  April  35  and  did  great 
damage  throughout  the  state. 

1827.  The  bam  on  the  Moses  H.  Bradley  place  was  struck 
by  lightning  and  consumed. 

1830,  In  the  middle  of  July  of  this  year,  occurred  very 
heavy  rains  and  there  was  a  great  freshet  in  the  Pemigewasset 
valley.  At  the  Moore  house,  just  above  the  Pemigewasset 
bridge,  the  water  was  two  feet  deep  in  tlie  house  and  ten  feet 
deep  in  the  highway.  The-dam  at  Moore's  Mills  was  carried 
off  at  this  time  and  great  damage  was  done  to  growing  crops. 
This  freshet  was  preceded  by  a  drouth  and  extensive  forest 
fires. 

1833.  Sept.  26,  heavy  frost.  Snow  covered  the  tops  of  all 
the  hills. 

1833.  Voted  that  cows,  "not  unruly,"  may  nin  at  large 
from  May  15  to  Oct.  15. 
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1833-  On  the  night  o[  Nov.  13,  a  grand  meteoric  display 
occurred.  At  times  the  meteors  were  so  numerous  that  they 
resembled  a  shower  of  fire.  Many  exploded  and  there  was  a 
constant  iiuLse  made  by  the  meteors  passing  through  the  air. 
Great  fear  seized  the  people.  The  display  continued  till  day- 
light. 

1835.  The  summer  of  this  year  was  exceedingly  dry. 
This  drouth  was  succeeded  by  one  of  the  longest  and  most 
severe  winters  on  record.  Nov.  23,  there  came  a  large  fall  of 
snow  and  from  this  time  for  twenty  weeks  there  was  uninter- 
rupted sleighing.  On  the  first  of  April  the  snow  was  four  feet 
deep  in  the  woods.  Some  of  the  coldest  weather  on  record  was 
experienced  this  winter.  Dec.  16,  was  the  coldest  for  many 
years,  the  thermometer  going  even  lower  than  on  "Cold  Fri- 
day." A  strong  wind  was  blowing  but  not  with  the  severity  of 
that  day,  consequently  there  was  not  so  much  suffering.  An- 
other feature  of  this  season  was  a  winter  water  famine.  Manu- 
facturing establishments  on  the  streams  had  to  suspend  work; 
wells  and  springs  were  low  and  farmers  and  others  had  to  go 
long  ways  for  water  for  domestic  purposes  and  to  water  stock. 

1835.  In  February,  small-pox  broke  out  in  the  family  of 
Daniel  McMurphy.  Dr.  J.  S.  Eaton,  the  attending  physician, 
at  once  inoculated  the  whole  family  except  one  daughter  who 
refused  to  be  thus  treated.  She  alone  bad  the  small-pox  in  a 
virulent  form,  and  came  to  death's  door,  but  recovered  with  a 
terribly  pitted  face.  The  disease  appearing  in  other  parts  of 
the  town,  a  pest-house  was  established,  and  Dr.  Katon  became 
the  "resident"  physician.  Twenty-six  cases  were  here  treated, 
but  none  died.  When  the  inmates  had  sufficiently  recovered, 
smoke,  soap,  and  water  were  liberally  used,  new  clothes  were 
furnished  and  the  inmates  returned  home.  Soon  after,  Dr. 
Eaton  called  on  another  patient,  and,  as  was  his  custom,  ran 
his  hand  through  his  hair  frequently  while  talkhig.  In  this 
way  he  communicated  the  disease,  and  there  was  another  run  of 
the  sniall-pox  in  a  more  severe  form.  Another  pest-house  was 
established,  and  again  the  doctor  was  shut  up  with  his  patients. 
The  doctor  gave  his  hair  particular  attention  before  again  ming- 
ling with  the  people.  During  the  prevalence  of  this  epidemic, 
the  greatest  terror  prevailed  among  all  classes.  Small-pox 
several  times  appeared  in  this  conitniinity  later,  but  it  never 
again  assumed  the  form  of  an  epidemic  or  caused  such  alarm 
among  the  iicoplc.  A  building  that  stood  between  Clark's 
comer  and  the  Borough  road  was  used  as  a  pest-house. 

1837.     Early  frosts  did  great  damage  to  the  com  crops. 

rSjg.  The  latter  part  of  January  of  this  year  there  was  a 
very  heavy  rain  and  an  ice  freshet  was  the  result.  The  river 
continued  at  a  very  high  mark  for  nearly  a  week. 

1840.     The   first  brass  band  in  Bristol  was  organized  in 
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1840.  Frank  Atkinson,  of  Boscawen,  was  tnstrttctor.  Nonnaii 
Greenough  played  a  trombone ;  Samuel  Pelt,  the  ophicleide ; 
Oliver  B.  Fogg,  trumpet ;  Guslaviis  W.  Ingalls  and  James  Pres- 
cott,  C  bugles  ;  Kiah  Wells,  E  flat  bugle ;  Philip  Mitchell  and 
Andrew  J.  Crockett,  clarinets;  William  C.  Lovejoy,  flute,  and 
James  T.  Sanborn,  C  flat  comet.  There  have  been  a  large 
number  of  band  organizations  in  town  which  have  had  an  exist- 
ence of  only  a  few  years  each.  In  1867,  there  were  two  first- 
class  comet  bands  in  town.  One  was  led  and  instructed  by 
Geoi^e  H.  Ingalls,  and  the  other  by  Edwin  S.  Foster.  Isaac 
B.  Gordon  was  at  the  head  of  the  band  organizations  for  several 
years  as  instructor  and  leader, 

1841.  In  September  of  this  year  occurred  a  most  disastrous 
northeast  storm.  Rain  and  snow  fell  alternately,  and  great 
damage  was  done  to  fruit  and  other  trees.  On  the  coast  great 
damage  and  loss  of  life  occurred.  During  this  gale  fifty-seven 
fishermen,  of  Truro,  Mass.,  were  lost  by  shipwreck. 

1843.  "  The  season  luid  been  unusually  forward  till  June 
II,  when  it  snowed  at  Bristol  and  in  all  northern  New  Hamp- 
shire at  noon.  The  night  following  was  one  of  gloom,  like 
winter  in  the  midst  of  summer;  and  in  the  morning  following 
horses'  hoofs  in  the  highway  broke  the  frozen  ground,  and  fields 
and  forest  were  as  black  as  Krebus.  Apples  as  large  as  bultels 
were  frozen  as  hard.  Strange  to  say  the  year  was  wonderfully 
productive." —  Dr.  J.  S.  Eaton  in  Enlerprise  Nov.  27,  1880,' 

1S43.  June  17  of  this  year  there  were  snow  squalls  during 
the  day.  There  were  very  heavy  rains  this  season,  and  tlie  lake 
rose  to  a  great  height.  The  water  covered  the  road  just  north 
of  the  bridge  over  the  river  at  the  outlet  of  the  lake  and  a  flat 
stone  was  set  in  the  ground  to  mark  the  high  water  point. 

1849.  This  year,  a  Mr.  Simonds,  of  Alexandria,  met  at 
the  dcirat  in  Bristol  a  Mr.  Jlnllon,  who  was  sick  with  typhoid 
fever,  and  conveyed  him  to  his  home.  At  that  time  there  was 
not  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  in  this  section.  Soon  after,  Mr. 
Simonds  was  taken  sick  with  this  disease,  and  it  spread  till  one 
physician.  Dr.  I.  S.  Chase,  had  fifty-two  cases  in  Alexandria 
and  Bristol.  In  all  there  were  nearly  one  hundred  coses  and 
several  deaths. 

1849.  This  year  there  was  a  severe  drouth  in  the  summer 
and  fall  and  great  forest  fires  in  the  fall. 

1849,  In  December  of  this  year  and  January  of  1850, 
smatl-pox  again   prevailed  in  Bristol  and  Alexandria.     There 

'Dr.  J.  S.  Eaton  waa  a  maa  of  superior  in fonuHti on  and  judgment, 
and  consequently  wlien  he  advis^  his  neighbors  to  pour  cold  water  011 
the  blaciiened  vegetation  Sunday  morning  ua  a  sure  uicuua  ot  saving  it, 
men,  women,  and  childreu  went  to  worlc  carrying  water  to  save  even  a 
part  of  the  cropa.  Fortunately  water  was  scarce  and  ttaework  was  hard, 
for  all  vegetation  treated  in  this  way  was  killed. 
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were  eight  or  nine  deaths  from  this  cause  and  great  excitement 
prevail^. 

1852.  Snow  came  late  the  preceding  winter  and  remained 
late  on  the  ground  the  (oUowiiig  spring.  A  great  snow  storm 
commenced  April  15,  and  continued  for  twenty-four  hours.  On 
the  17th,  a  heavy  rain  commenced  which  continued  for  three 
days.  The  Pemigewasset  rose  to  a  great  height  and  nearly  all 
the  mills  on  the  stream  were  compelled  to  suspend  work  on 
account  of  high  water.     No  frost  till  Oct.  29. 

1857.  The  winter  of  1856-57  was  one  of  the  most  severe 
on  record.  Thirty-two  snow  storms.  Snow  was  more  tlian  six 
feet  deep  on  the  level.  January  was  the  coldest  month  on 
record.  The  thermometer  was  nearly  all  the  time  below  zero, 
and  several  times  went  to  twenty  degrees  below.  The  24th  was 
called  the  coldest  day  in  New  Hampshire  since  the  state  was 
-settled.  At  Franconia  the  thennonieter  registered  forty-nine 
degrees  below  zero  and  at  many  other  places  forty.  At  Bristol, 
where  the  cold  is  never  as  great  as  immediately  north,  it  was 
thirty  degrees  below. 

1857.  For  a  number  of  years  about  this  time,  Joseph  Kid- 
der did  all  of  the  job  teaming  in  this  village  with  one  horse, 
besides  carrying  on  his  fann,  that  now  owned  by  his  son,  U, 
H.  Kidder,  and  occupied  by  David  M.  Chase,  on  North  Main 
street. 

1861.  In  the  early  morning  of  July  4,  occurred  the  greatest 
conflagration  tliat  ever  visited  this  town.  The  entire  west  side 
of  Central  square  was  destroyed,  entailing  an  estimated  loss  o( 
$30,000,  The  fire  originated  in  the  basement  of  a  store  that 
Htood  near  the  south  half  of  KoUins's  block ;  but  how  was  never 
known.  It  was  thought  at  the  time  that  it  was  caused  by  boys 
celebrating  the  Fourth,  but  this  was  easily  disproved. 

1862.  The  first  of  April  the  snow  was  of  such  depth  that 
all  the  walls  and  fences  were  covered.  The  days  were  quite 
warm  and  the  nights  cold  so  there  were  hard  crusts  mornings, 
strong  enough  to  bear  heavy  teams.  Gach  morning  hundreds 
of  men,  women,  and  children  of  Bristol  were  seen  coasting  from 
the  base  of  New  Chester  mountain  to  Beech  street. 

1863.  Diphtheria  raged  extensively, 

1869.  October  4  commenced  what  was  considered  the  most 
severe  rain  storm  and  freshet  since  1826,  In  a  little  more  than 
twenty-four  hours  eight  inches  of  rain  fell,  and  the  Pemigewas- 
set and  other  slrenins  overflowed  their  banks  and  great  damage 
was  done  to  crops  and  other  property  along  the  streams.  The 
roads  were  badly  washed  and  large  quantities  of  timber,  lum- 
ber, and  debris  passed  down  the  Pemigewasset. 

1870.  About  this  year  the  first  hard  coal  was  brought  to 
Bristol.  Now  1,000  tons,  exclusive  of  soft  coal  used  at  the 
mills,  are  sold  in  town. 
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1871,  On  the  night  of  Dec.  7,  fire  again  raged  on  the  west 
side  of  Central  square.  This  time  the  fire  commenced  in  the 
tin-shop  next  to  the  bridge  and  was  only  stayed  by  the  brick 
walls  ol  the  Cavis  block.  This  block  was  badly  gutted  and 
White's  block  was  cleared  of  its  contents. 

1877.  Aug.  16,  the  reunion  of  the  survivors  of  the  12th 
Regiment  occurred  in  liristol.  A  pennanent  organization  was 
effected.  There  was  a  parade,  a  free  dinner,  a  large  number  of 
speeches  from  the  band  stand  in  Central  square  by  visitors,  and 
a  ball  at  the  town  hall  iu  the  evening. 

1 878.  On  the  a  rst  of  April,  the  store  of  Hon.  Cyrus  Taylor 
was  burglarized,  and  a  sum  of  money  and  some  wearing  apparel 
were  stolen.  In  September,  following,  a  young  man  by  the 
name  of  Herman  Scott  was  arrested  for  the  crime.  He  impli- 
cated another  young  man,  by  the  name  of  Joseph  Strickford,  who 
worked  on  the  same  farm  as  himself  at  the  time  of  the  crime. 
Many  believed  Strickford  innocent  and  contributed  money  for 
his  defence  and  the  people  took  sides  for  and  against  the  accused 
to  an  unusual  degree.  Scott  was  sent  to  prison  but  Strickford 
was  acquitted.  Subsequent  events  convinced  most  of  Strick- 
ford's  friends  that  they  had  aided  an  unworthy  person.  He 
soon  after  disappeared  from  town. 

1878.  On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  Oct.  3,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  rob  the  Bristol  Savings  bank,  then  located  in  George 
M.  Cavis's  store.  Explosives  were  used  which  blew  off  the 
outer  door  of  the  safe  and  blew  out  both  the  windows  of  the 
room.  The  inner  door  of  the  safe  was  not  opened,  and  the  rob- 
bers, supposed  to  have  been  four  in  number,  became  frightened 
and  left  without  obtaining  booty.  No  serious  efforts  were  made 
to  apprehend  the  criminals  and  they  esca|>ed  capture. 

1S78.  On  Monday,  Dec.  9,  five  or  six  inches  of  snow  fell. 
Tuesday  rain  fell  copiously  all  day,  and  Wednesday  morning  all 
the  snow  had  disappeared  and  the  streams  were  at  flood  height. 
The  Pemigewasset  was  within  three  feet  of  the  top  of  the  wall 
at  the  depot,  and  the  river  was  filled  with  debris  and  drift  wood. 
At  the  foot  of  the  lake  a  stone  set  to  mark  the  height  of  the 
water  in  1843,  was  covered'  to  the  depth  of  ten  inches.  The 
New  Hampton  stage  reached  this  village  by  the  south  road. 
The  Groton  stage  driver  came  down  the  west  side  of  the  lake, 
left  his  stage  on  the  north  side  of  Fowler's  river,  crossed  the 
river  in  a  boat,  and  proceeded  to  Bristol  afoot  over  Hemp  hill. 
For  a  third  of  a  mile  north  and  south  of  Smith's  river  the  rail- 
road bed  was  washed  away  to  the  depth  of  from  three  to  six 
feet.  The  storm  extended  all  over  New  England,  destroying 
some  lives  and  a  large  amount  of  property. 

1878.  John  Wilnioii,  twelve  years  old,  was  saved  by  tramps 
from  drowning. 

1878,    Feb.  ai,  the  thermometer  registered  twelve  degrees 
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below  7XTO,  and  tlic  ronds  were  bndly  drifted.  No  mail  lelt 
Bristol  for  the  uorth.  June  6  and  7,  heavy  frosts ;  crops  badly 
damaged. 

1878.  Jan.  7,  the  bouse  at  the  corner  of  High  and  Pros- 
pect streets  was  consumed  by  fire. 

1880.  May  23,  Bristol  and  vicinity  were  visited  by  very 
severe  thunder  showers  and  a  gale.  One  bam  was  unroofed  and 
other  buildings  damaged  by  wind,  while  several  were  struck  by 
lightning.  The  summer  was  unusually  dry.  Many  wells  failed, 
streams  were  low  and  nianufacturers  all  over  the  state  suffered 
for  want  of  water. 

1881,  Thewinterof  i88o-'8i  was  a  very  severe  one.  Nov. 
23,  six  indies  of  snow  fell  afiordiug  good  sleighing.  Two  days 
later  the  thermometer  registered  twelve  degrees  below  zero. 
For  eighty-three  days  after  the  first  storm  the  sun  was  not  warm 
enough  to  soften  the  snow  iti  the  highways.  The  week  follow- 
ing Jan.  39  was  the  hardest  of  the  winter.  On  the  date  named 
ft  bliiU'.nrd  commenced  in  the  morning  which  increased  in  fury 
during  the  day  and  night  following  and  the  next  day  the  roads 
were  impassable.  Travel  by  rail  was  much  impeded.  July  35, 
there  was  a  very  severe  thunder  shower,  accompanied  with 
wind  and  hail.  In  fourteen  hours  four  and  one-fifth  inches  of 
rain  fell. 

1881.  Sept.  6th  of  this  year  occurred  the  "Yellow  Day," 
For  several  days  previous,  the  smell  of  smoke  had  filled  the  air. 
There  were  no  clouds,  but  the  sun  and  sky  were  red  in  the  early 
morning.  As  noon  approached  this  changed  to  a  yellow,  and 
everything  to  be  seen,  buildings,  foilage,  and  the  sky,  assumed 
the  same  shade.  It  seemed  strange  and  weird,  and  an  unusual 
soberness  rested  on  everyone,  as  through  expecting  some  coming 
calamity.  Lamps  were  necessary  in  dwellings  and  stores,  cattle 
came  to  the  barns  as  for  the  night,  and  hens  went  to  roost.  In 
some  instances  schools  were  dismissed.  Two  or  three  days 
passed  before  the  atmosphere  was  as  clear  as  usual. 

1881.     September  ag  and  26,  memorial  services  were  held 
on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  President  Garfield.     Sunday, 
Sept,  25,  appropriate  services  were  held  in  all  the  churches,  and 
all  were   tastily   and   appropriately   draped.     On   Monday,   in 
response  to  a  call  issued  by  the  selectmen,  all  places  of  business 
were  closed  and  memorial  services  were  held  at  the  town  hall. 
At  I  o'clock  the  bells  were  tolled,  and  at  i  :  30  a  procession  v/sui 
formed  in  Central  square  in  the  following  order  : 
Marshal,  Capt.  W.  A.  Becklord 
Bristol  Cornet  Baud  —  sixteen  pieces 
Nelson  Post,  No.  40,  G.  A.  R.,  C.  N.  Drake,  commander  — 

forty-five  men 

Union  Lodge,  No.  79,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  I.  A.  Chase,  master  — 

thirty-six   men 
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Stark  Engine  Company,  George  H.  Knights,  captain — thirty- 
five  men 
The  procession  moved  slowly  to  the  town  hall  which  was 
soon  densely  packed.  The  hall  was  tastily  decorated.  On  a 
background  of  the  stars  and  stripes  was  a  picture  of  Garfield, 
and  under  it  his  memorable  words  spoken  in  New  York  on  the 
occasion  of  the  assassination  of  President  I,iiicotit :  '  'G(m1  mtKUH 
and  the  govenmieut  at  Washington  still  lives."  On  the  plat- 
form was  a  white  monument,  about  which  on  three  sides  were 
gathered  the  members  of  the  Grand  Army,  who  opened  the 
exercises  with  a  portion  of  the  G.  A.  R.  memorial  service. 
Hon.  L.  W.  Fling  presided,  and  the  singing  was  by  the  com- 
bined choirs  of  the  village  under  the  leadership  of  David  P. 
Prescott.  There  was  speaking  by  the  president,  ex-Gov,  N,  S, 
Berry,  Rev.  H.  S.  Thompson,  Rev.  A.  B.  Sherwood,  Dr.  H.  B. 
Fowler,  I.  A.  Chase,  Esq.,  F.  M.  Beckford,  Esq.,  H.  A.  Ran- 
dolph.    To  close  the  band  played  "Nearer  My  God  to  Thee." 

1881.  During  the  night  of  Oct.  6,  there  was  a  severe  earth- 
quake shock.  It  sounded  like  the  rumbling  of  a  heavy  train  of 
cars,  and  passed  from  west  to  east.  Many  were  awakened  from 
sleep. 

1882.  Monday,  Jan.  23,  the  thermometer  registered  fifteen 
degrees  below  zero,  and  the  wind  blew  a  gale  ;  Tuesday  morn- 
ing, twenty-eight  below ;  Wednesday,  clear  and  still,  the  ther- 
mometer indicating  thirty  degrees  below.  From  the  first  to  the 
a5th  of  September,  9.90  inches  of  rain  fell. 

1882.  Tuesday  afternoon,  Dec.  19,  a  shock  of  earthquake 
was  distinctly  felt,  passing  from  east  to  west. 

1883.  James  T.  Sanborn  brought  to  town  the  first  carload 
of  pressed  hay  from  Canada,  which  was  sold  at  ^18  per  ton. 
Domestic  hay  was  selling  then  at  $20  per  ton. 

1883.  A  severe  winter  drouth  prevailed  all  over  New 
England  in  the  winter  of  i8Sa-'83.  Many  manufactories  were 
idle  for  want  of  water  to  turn  the  wheels.  Bristol  did  not  feel 
the  drouth  at  all  as  enough  water  was  stored  in  Newfound 
lake  to  furnish  a  supply,  and  the  lake  could  have  been  drawn 
down  five  feet  below  its  lowest  point  that  year.  March  8,  the 
thermometer  registered  thirty  degrees  below  zero.  June  20, 
there  was  a  great  raiu,  and  a  freshet  on  the  Pemigcwassct  river. 
The  flume  at  Franconia  was  enlarged  at  this  time  and  the  hang- 
ing boulder  carried  from  its  place.  Less  than  half  an  inch  of 
rain  fell  during  August,  and  the  month  was  pronounced  the  dry- 
est  for  twelve  years,  December  23,  the  thermometer  dropped  to 
twenty-two  degrees  below  zero. 

1883.  In  June  of  this  year,  the  Rocky  Mountain  locust 
first  made  its  appearance  in  this  section.  On  the  meadows  of 
the  Pemigewasset  valley  vast  numbers  did  great  damage  to  the 
growing  crops.     The  next  year  they  came  in  still  greater  nnm- 
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bers.  One  laniicr  caught  ninety-two  bushels  by  a  simple  con- 
trivance, A  box  ten  feet  long,  four  inches  wide  and  seven  deep 
was  attached  to  a  pair  of  wheels.  Back  of  the  box  was  a  tin  a 
loot  high.  In  moving  these  wheels  through  the  grass  the  grass- 
hoppers wonld  rise,  strike  against  the  tin  and  fall  into  the  box, 
which  contained  a  liquid  composed  of  sour  millc,  kerosene  oil, 
and  water,  which  killed  them. 

1884.  January  32,  the  thermometer  was  eighteen  degrees 
below  zero  at  5  a.  m,;  at  noon,  thirty-two  above.  Week  ending 
March  13,  twenty-four  inches  of  snow  fell-  April  17,  there  was 
a  very  heavy  rain.  A  portion  of  the  Rollins  saw-mill  dam 
was  carried  away,  and  a  landslide  on  Water  street  buried  the 
road  several  feet  deep. 

1884.  May  17,  a  shock  supposed  to  have  been  an  electrical 
disturbance  occurred  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening.  There 
was  a  loud  explosion  tliought  by  many  at  the  time  to  be  the 
bursting  of  a  boiler  at  one  of  the  mills.  The  shock  was  purely 
local,  not  extending  over  twenty  miles. 

1884.  May  30,  the  ground  was  white  with  apple  blossoms 
and  freshly  fallen  snow. 

1884.  A  lithograph  ol  Bristol  village  was  made  and  sold 
this  year, 

1884.  July  19,  there  occurred  a  succession  of  very  severe 
thunder  storms.  The  lightning  was  incessant  and  vivid,  and  the 
rain  fell  in  torrents.  One  cloud  passed  over  Bristol  Peak  from 
which  the  forked  lightning  fell  in  rapid  succession,  a  bolt  from 
which  struck  the  barn  of  Caleb  L.  Clay,  and  in  a  moment  the 
structure  was  a  mass  of  flames.  All  his  buildings  were  destroyed 
together  witli  fifteen  tons  of  hay,  two  hogs,  and  sixty-five  heus. 
The  smoke  from  burning  buildings  in  Hill  could  be  seen  from 
Mr.  Clay's  at  the  same  time. 

1885.  Jan.  II,  rain  commenced  to  fall  and  continued  all 
that  day  and  the  next,  bringing  the  Pemigewasset  to  flood 
height.  All  the  ice  was  broken  up  and  carried  down  stream. 
An  ice  dam  formed  near  Smith's  river  bridge,  flooding  the 
railroad.  When  the  dam  broke  it  left  the  track  covered  with 
ice  for  thirty  rods  to  the  depth  of  (our  feet.  The  highway  on 
the  New  Hampton  side  of  the  river  was  also  made  impassable 
by  the  ice.  There  were  eighty-six  inches  of  water  on  the  apron 
at  the  outlet  of  the  lake,  an  increase  of  fifty-five  inches  above 
the  lowest  point  in  the  fall. 

1885.  Mar.  I,  snow  in  placc.<i  in  the  highway  was  from  ten 
to  fifteen  feci  deep.  Tliis  was  softened  by  the  warm  rays  0/  the 
sun,  and  traveling  was  rendered  very  difficult.  Mar.  13  and  18, 
twenty  degrees  l^low  zero;  Mar.  23,  fourteen  degrees  below 
zero.  This  month  was  distinguished  for  its  severity  —  below 
z-ero  every  morning  but  two  for  three  weeks.  For  three  days 
preceding  Apr.  25,  July  weather  prevailed,  the  thermometer  ris- 
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ing  to  eighty-two  in  the  shade.     Apr.  26,  snow  fell  to  the  depth 
of  four  inches. 

GRANT  MEMORIAL  SBRVICBS 
18S5.  Gen.  Ulysses  S.  Grant  died  July  23,  and  on  Satur- 
day, Aug.  8,  metnorial  services  were  held  at  the  town  hall, 
Capt.  R.  W.  Musgrove  presided.  The  Bri-stol  Comet  band 
escorted  Nelson  Post,  G,  A.  R.,  to  the  hall,  where  the  I'ost  per- 
formed the  burial  service  of  the  order.  Addresses  were  made  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Sleeper,  of  Worcester,  Mass. ;  Rev.  J.  N.  Murdock,  D. 
D.,  of  Boston ;  ex-Gov,  N.  S.  Berry,  Rev.  John  A.  Bowler,  and 
others.  The  hatl  was  filled  to  the  door.  The  addresses  were 
eloquent  tributes  to  the  distinguished  services  of  the  deceased. 

1S85.  Aug.  13,  two  and  one-half  inches  of  raio  fell,  mak- 
ing seven  inches  in  less  than  three  weeks.  The  Pemigewasset 
rose  twelve  feet  in  twenty-four  hours  and  a  large  amount  of  drift- 
wood and  debris  was  carried  down  stream.  Railroads  were 
badly  washed. 

1885.  Aug.  25,  the  first  frost  of  the  season  —  eighty-five 
days  from  the  lost  snow  and  freeze  ot  spring. 

1885.  Dec.  31,  rain  commenced  to  fall.  This  was  Thurs- 
day and  the  rain  continued  almost  incessantly  till  Tuesday 
following.  During  a  portion  of  Tuesday  the  lake  rose  one 
inch  each  hour,  and  the  water  measured  ten  feet,  eight  inches  on 
the  apron  of  the  dam.  At  the  east  end  of  the  bridge  at  the  foot 
of  the  lake  the  water  was  a  foot  deep  in  the  highway.  Just 
before  the  train  started  Tuesday  morning,  a  landslide,  just  north 
of  the  engine-house,  buried  the  track  three  feet  deep  and  a 
boulder  six  feet  in  diameter  was  lodged  between  the  rails.  The 
falls  on  Newfound  river  were  in  their  most  beautiful  robes. 
Considerable  damage  was  done  to  highways.  Total  rainfall  (or 
1885  was  forty-six  inches. 

1886.  The  freshet  just  described  was  followed  by  a  severe 
snow  storm.  Colder  weather  set  in  and  the  thermometer  con- 
tinued to  drop  until  Jan.  13,  when  it  stood  at  twenty-three  below 
zero.  The  rushing  waters  on  the  falls  were  encased  in  ice 
and  the  ice  work  which  rapidly  formed  presented  a  magnificent 
sight.  The  high  water  and  ice  combined  caused  the  mills  to 
shut  down,  some  for  ten  days.  Great  damage  was  done  to  trees 
from  the  weight  of  ice,  those  a  foot  through  being  in  some 
instances  broken  down. 

1886.  The  week  ending  Mar,  4  was  very  severe  ;  several 
inches  of  new  snow,  a  gale  of  wind,  and  ten  degrees  below 
zero.  Numerous  chimneys  were  blown  down  and  other  damage 
was  done.  Drifts  were  fifteen  feet  high,  business  was  sus- 
pended, and  mail  communications  were  interrupted. 

1886,     During  the  week  preceding  Nov.  12,  four  inches  of 
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rain  fell,  rai.siiig  tlic  water  iu  Newfound  lake  to  teu  feet  on  the 
aproti,  a  foot  higher  than  the  usual  high-water  mark.  The 
rainfall  for  1886  was  41.50  inches.  The  year  was  remarkable  for 
its  absence  of  thunder  storms. 

TBB   SPRAGUB   CASH 

1886.  The  case  of  Mrs.  £mma  Sprague  against  the  town 
was  a  noted  one  in  its  day.  On  the  i4tli  of  June,  1878,  Mrs. 
Sprague  was  driving  down  the  hill  near  the  farmhouse  of  J.  Mar- 
tin Sleeper,  when,  as  claimed,  the  horse  stepped  on  a  rolling  stone 
and  Mrs.  Sprague  was  thrown  to  tlie  gronnd.  Her  anu  was 
broken  and  she  claimed  she  struck  on  the  wheel  in  such  a  way  as 
to  cause  a  hernia.  The  broken  arm  never  healed.  Suit  was 
brought  against  the  town  for  $5,000,  but  contested  on  the  ground 
that  the  accident  was  the  result  of  contributary  negligence  in 
driving  a  stumbling  horse  recklessly.  The  case  was  heard  by 
the  jury  at  the  May  tenn  of  1880,  in  Plymouth,  and  resulted  in 
a  disagreement  —  six  to  six.  The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  were 
Sargent  &  Chase,  Chase  &  Streeter;  Bingham,  Mitchell  & 
Batchellor;  Burrows  &  Jewell;  K.  E.  Dearborn,  and  K.  6.  Bryant; 
for  the  defense,  L.  W.  Fling  and  Judge  Carpenter.  After  the 
disagreement  of  the  jury  the  ad  damnum  was  increased  to  f  10,- 
000,  and  the  case  was  put  over  from  tenn  to  term  till  May,  1884, 
when  Hon,  J.  S.  H.  Frink,  of  Greenland,  was  appointed  referee. 
The  hearing  by  him  commenced  at  Bristol,  Jan.  5,  1885,  and 
occupied  twelve  days,  over  seventy  witnesses  being  examined. 
The  arguments  occurred  at  the  town  halt,  which  was  filled  with 
the  people  of  this  section.  Hon.  L.  W.  Fling  spoke  for  two  and 
one-half  hours  on  the  defense,  and  Hon.  Daniel  Barnard  the 
same  length  of  time  for  the  plaintiff.  The  counsel  at  this  hear- 
ing were  Barnard  &  Barnard,  K.  K.  Dearborn,  Pike  &  Bar- 
nard for  the  plaintiff;  and  Fling  &  Chase,  and  Hon.  William 
M.  Chase  for  the  defense.  John  H.  Brown  and  Robert  A. 
Homer,  who  were  selectmen  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  were 
the  agents  of  the  town.  The  referee  found  for  the  defendant 
and  at  the  November  term  of  court,  at  Plymouth,  judgment  was 
rendered  on  the  report.  Exceptions  were  heard  at  the  law  term 
at  Concord,  July  31,  1885,  but  were  not  sustained.  The  last  act 
in  this  famous  case  occurred  Mar,  1 1 ,  1886,  when  the  bondsmen 
of  Mrs.  Sprague  paid  the  town  (800  to  reimburse  it  for  costs 
incurred. 

1887.  The  winter  of  i886-'87  was  noted  for  its  deep  snows 
and  severe  storms ;  Jan,  20,  thirty  degrees  below  zero.  Eleven 
feet  of  snow  fell  during  the  winter  antl  the  first  of  April  the  snow 
iu  the  woods  was  still  four  feet  deep.  Nearly  five  months  of 
continuous  sleighing.  May  29,  distinct  shock  of  earthquake. 
Summer  intensely  hot.     The  first  week  in  June  registered  nine- 
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ty-five  to  one  hundred  degrees  in  the  shade  during  the  middle  of 
the  day.  For  three  weeks  in  August,  the  lowest  point  reached 
at  noon  was  eighty-eight  degrees  in  the  shade. 

1S87,  The  twenty-second  annual  reunion  of  the  survivors 
of  the  i2th  Regt.  N.  H.  Vols..  War  of  the  Rebellion,  was  held 
in  Bristol,  June  34. 

1887.  Dec.  23,  a  frightened  horse  ran  from  Cyrus  Taylor's  ■ 
store  through  Central  and  Water  streets  to  the  depot,  then  took 
to  the  railroad  and  traveled  three  miles  lo  Smith's  river  bridge, 
sixty  feet  long,  which  it  crossed  on  the  stringers.  He  was  seen 
to  approach  and  leave  the  bridge  at  a  rapid  rate,  but  in  crossing 
he  proceeded  as  deliberately  as  a  man  would  walk. 

1888.  Jan.  24,  twenty-seven  degrees  below  zero.  Heavy 
snows.  Qlbridge  "Tilton,  his  oxen  and  sled  were  swept  from  the 
road  by  a  snowslide  on  his  private  road.  Travel  was  inter- 
rupted. Another  great  snow  storm  Mar,  12.  The  roads  were 
impassable.  Town  meeting  was  held  on  the  13th ;  but  not 
a  voter  living  outside  of  the  village  was  in  attendance.  The 
train  was  unable  to  leave  the  station.  No  mail  arrived  from  tlie 
north  for  six  days  ;  none  from  New  Hampton  from  Monday  till 
Thursday.  This  was  called  the  worse  stomi  for  a  generation. 
"The  entire  telegraph  system  of  New  England  was  prostrated. 
The  snow  was  wet  and  froze  as  it  fell. 

1888.  April  21,  a  hack  got  stalled  in  a  snow-drift  on 
Prospect  street  and  was  unable  to  move  till  the  road  agent  came 
with  a  pair  of  oxen  and  broke  out  the  road. 

1888.  June  23,  from  ninety-nine  to  one  hundred  and  four 
degrees  in  the  shade — said  to  be  the  hottest  day  for  eighteen 
years. 

1888.  Sept.  5,  (rost  killed  nil  the  corn. 

1889.  Jan.  13,  Millard  T.  Robinson,  in  company  with  a 
woman,  was  driving  in  the  highway  a  mile  south  of  this  village, 
when  the  horse  became  frightened  by  a  sawing  machine  near 
the  traveled  track.  Robinson  was  thrown  out,  receiving  a  bad 
scalp  wound,  the  woman  was  injured  and  the  sleigh  damaged. 
These  parties  and  C,  C.  Kendrick,  the  owner  of  the  sleigh, 
brought  suits  against  the  town.  The  defense  was  contributary 
negligence.  Judgment  was  rendered  lor  the  plaintiffs  as  fol- 
lows:  C.  C.  Kendrick,  $130;  Millard  T.  Robinson,  $1,500; 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Brooks,  $300.  The  costs  were  $462.65;  total, 
$2,392.65. 

1889.  June  28,  a  strawberry  festival  was  held  at  the  town 
hall  by  Train  Rifles.  Capt.  O.  B.  Ray.  to  raise  funds  to  aid  the 
sufferers  by  the  Johnstown  flood, 

1889.  In  November,  young  men  took  a  live  fox  to  May- 
hew  island  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  in  a  fox  dog.  The  fox 
was  let  out  and  given  a  good  start  and  then  the  dog  was  placed 
on  its  tracks.     The  fox  not  coming  around,  as  was  expected  by 
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the  liuiitcrs,  investigation  was  made,  aiid  it  was  discovered 
swimming  for  dear  life  towards  tbe  main  land  which  it  readied 
and  escaped  to  the  woods. 

1890.  Mar.  28.  there  was  a  slight  shock  of  an  earthquake. 
i8go.     Dec.  26,  eighteen  inches  of  snow  fell. 

1891.  In  the  early  months  of  this  year  the  grip  raged. 
Nearly  one-half  the  people  were  sick;  in  some  cases  whole  fami- 
lies were  prostrated.  The  doctors  were  overtaxed  and  there 
were  hardly  enough  well  to  care  for  the  sick.  Great  anxiety 
prevailetl. 

1891.  May  I,  a  sharp  shock  of  earthquake.  Doors  rattled, 
dishes  moved  on  shelves,  and  there  was  a  noise  like  that  of  a 
heavy  team  moving  over  frozen  ground. 

1891.  Aug.  I,  the  Ezekiel  FoUansbee  farmhouse  on  the 
west  side  of  the  lake  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Uriah  C.  Rowen,  of 
Groton,  was  accused  of  setting  the  fire  from  motives  of  revenge 
to  the  tenant,  Nicholas  Adam.s.  Rowen  was  tried,  convicted, 
and  sentenced  to  ten  years  in  state  prison.  He  served  about 
seven  years  wlien  he  was  pardoned.  Aaron  G.  Waite,  an  accom- 
plice, turned  state  evidence  and  was  set  at  liberty. 

1891.  One  of  the  hottest  Septembers  on  record.  Sept.  24, 
ninety-two  degrees  in  the  shade. 

1891.  Oct.  29,  the  water  on  the  apron  at  the  outlet  of  the 
lake  was  drawn  down  to  fifty-five  inches,  the  lowest  since  1886, 
when  the  lake  was  drawn  down  to  thirty-nine  inches  to  allow  the 
cuttiii);  down  of  tlic  sand  bar  above  the  bridge.  The  usual  low- 
water  mark  is  about  seventy-two  inches. 

1892.  The  grip  raged  again  during  the  first  months  of  this 
year.  Its  visitation  was  even  more  severe  than  in  1891.  Dur- 
ing January  and  February,  twenty  deaths  in  Bristol,  mostly 
among  elderly  people,  which  was  more  than  twice  the  average 
for  these  months. 

1892.  Mar.  10,  the  snow  was  practically  gone.  Business 
on  the  roads  was  done  on  wheels.  But  little  snow  during  the 
winter.     Feb.  4,  a  large  number  of  crows  appeared. 

1892.  June  15,  one  hundred  degrees  in  the  shade  in  sev- 
eral places  in  Bristol  village ;  at  depot,  one  hundred  and  two. 
June  24  to  28,  four  inches  of  rain  fell  in  ninety-six  hours. 
Sept.  26,  there  was  a  very  heavy  tbunder  storm.  A  horse 
belonging  to  H.  N.  Gmmons  was  struck  and  killed  in  the  pas- 
ture by  lightning. 

COLUMHUS  UAV 

1893.  Columbus  Day,  Oct,  21,  was  observed  by  a  great 
gathering  at  the  town  hall.  At  one  o'clock  a  parade  was  formed 
on  the  schoolhouse  grounds  in  the  following  order  : 

Police — John  H,  Thurston  and  Eben  Seaver 
Chief  Marshal,  J.  L.  Child  —  mounted 
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Bristol  Comet  Band  — I.  B.  Gordon,  leader 
Train  Rifles— Capt.  O.  B.  Ray 
Nelson  Post,  No.  40,  G.  A.  R.  — D.  K.  Cummings,  commander 
Board  of  Education  and  teachers 
School  children — 150  in  number 
After  parading  the  streets  the  coliimn  marched  lo  the  town  hall. 
The  G.  A,  R.,  the  band,  speakers,  and  board  of  education 
filled  all  the  space  on  the  platform,  and  the  Train  Rifles,  schools, 
and  the  general  public  more  than  filled  all  the  seats  on  the  floor, 
many  being  obliged  to  stand.  R.  W.  Musgrove,  chairman  of 
the  board,  presided,  and  the  following  program  was  rendered: 
The  proclamation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  was  read 
by  Prof.  A.  T.  Seymour,  principal  of  the  high  school ;  prayer 
was  offered  by  Rev.  David  Galley ;  the  Mnsgrove  faintly  sang 
"Hurrah  for  Old  New  England"  ;  Miss  Alice  A.  Fellows  read  an 
essay,  "Columbia"  ;  Miss  Jessie  D.  Alexander  gave  a  recitation, 
"Columbus";  Edward  M.  Briggs  read  an  essay,  "The  Future  of 
America."  There  were  also  essays  on  "Columbus"  by  J. 
Elwyn  Roby  and  Miss  Clara  Thomas.  A  song  was  sung  by 
Rose  Pollansbee  and  there  was  singing  by  the  school,  music  by 
the  band,  and  speaking  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Savage,  Hon.  I,,  W, 
Fling,  and  Hon.  I.  A.  Chase.  In  behalf  of  Mrs.  W.  I,.  Chase, 
G.  B.  Cavis  presented  the  school  with  a  flag,  8x16  feci,  which 
was  accepted  in  behalf  of  the  school  by  the  presiding  oflicer.  At 
the  conclusion  of  these  services  the  line  was  again  formed  and 
proceeded  to  the  school  grounds  where  the  flag  was  raised  by  a 
detail  of  the  G.  A.  R.  on  a  pole  fifty  feet  high  on  the  school 
building,  erected  by  G.  B.  Cavis.  In  nearly  all  the  other  dis- 
tricts in  town  exercises  were  held  later  in  ol^rvance  of  the  day. 

1893.  Mar.  2,  great  dcptli  of  snow  and  very  severe  weather 
for  some  days ;  traveling  very  difficult.  A  nmn  in  Grotoii  per- 
ished in  the  storm.  During  the  winter  a  great  many  water  pipes 
were  frozen.  Soon  after  the  first  of  May  a  pipe  was  taken  up 
from  the  head  of  Central  street,  supposed  to  have  been  frozen 
the  previous  winter  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  lead  pipe 
and  brass  nipple  had  been  melted  instead.  For  about  six  inches 
no  semblance  of  a  pipe  remained.  The  great  mystery  was 
what  melted  it.  The  nearest  approach  to  a  thunder  storm  that 
had  occurred  since  the  pipe  was  supposed  to  have  been  frozen 
was  a  very  mild  one  the  first  week  in  April.  Tall  buildings  stood 
within  forty  feet  of  the  spot  on  three  sides  and  there  were  three 
electric  light  poles  within  about  the  same  distance. 

1893.  The  first  iron  bridge  in  town  was  erected  this  year, 
spanning  the  river  at  the  outlet  of  the  lake.    The  iron  cost  $725. 

1893.  July  24,  there  was  a  very  heavy  slorni  of  wind  and 
rain.  Fences  were  demolished,  shade  and  fruit  trees  badly 
damaged,  and  hundreds  of  forest  trees  blown  down. 
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1893.  Nov,  27,  a  perceptible  eartliquake  shock  occurred  at 
1 1.45  a.  m.     Loud  runibliug  sound  and  buildiugs  were  shaken. 

1893,  First  agricultural  fair  held  in  Bristol  Sept.  19-21. 
One  was  held  each  year  after  this  till  1901. 

1895.  Previous  to  April  10,  there  had  been  no  rain  since 
July,  1894,  and  wells  which  never  before  failed  were  dry.  The 
water  in  the  lake  was  the  lowest  for  forty  years,  the  depth  on  the 
apron  being  only  twenty-eight  inches.  Mills  were  short  of 
water  and  mill  owners  were  alarmed.  On  Monday,  April  10, 
rnin  commenced  to  fall  in  tlic  morning  and  continued  all  day ; 
at  night  it  increased  in  violence  and  during  two  days  three 
inches  of  rain  fell ;  the  streams  were  bank  full  and  the  water  in 
tlie  lake  was  raised  three  feet.  But  this  was  only  a  beginning. 
On  Friday  following  the  rain  began  again  to  fall  in  torrents,  and 
continued  through  Saturday  and  Sunday,  seeming  to  increase  in 
violence  as  the  hours  wore  away.  This  was  accompanied  by  a 
strong  wind.  Monday  uiomiug  the  storm  had  ceased,  but  hour 
after  hour  the  streams  continued  to  rise  and  a  freshet  of  no  ordi- 
nary proportious  was  on.  The  Peniigewasset  was  a  roaring  tor- 
rent, flooding  fields,  overflowing  roads,  and  doing  au  immense 
amount  of  damage.  At  the  depot  the  water  was  within  two  feet 
of  the  top  of  the  wall  and  washed  the  earth  from  the  bed  of 
the  track,  undermining  it  for  several  rods.  One-third  of  the 
way  between  Bristol  aud  Hill  the  track  was  under  water,  in 
ninuy  places  the  sleepers  stood  ou  end,  the  rails  twisted  badly, 
aud  the  bed  of  the  road  gone.  lu  the  railroad  bridge  across 
Smith's  river  the  water  was  seven  feet  deep  above  the  rails. 
Shortly  alter  seven  o'clock  Monday  morning  the  Ashland  toll 
bridge  came  down  the  Peinigewasset ;  it  struck  with  great  force 
the  bank  wall  at  the  depot,  when  its  timbers  snapped  like  stub- 
ble ;  it  turned  over  and  continued  its  course  down  stream  a  mass 
of  debris.  In  its  course  it  struck  the  Pemigewasset  bridge  and 
moved  it  some  inches.  A  large  number  of  bridges  in  Bristol  and 
vicinity  were  carried  off  and  the  damage  to  highways  and 
bridges  in  town  was  estimated  at  $2,000.  The  same  state 
of  affairs  existed  all  over  the  state.  The  running  of  trains  was 
suspended  for  several  days,  there  were  no  mails  and  but  little 
telegraphic  communication^  Above  Smith's  river  bridge  the 
water  left  the  channel  aud  crossed  the  road  south  of  the  bridge ; 
the  only  thing  that  prevented  great  damage  here  was  the  fact 
that  the  water  from  the  Pemigewa.sset  had  backed  up  so  far  that 
it  met  the  water  of  this  stream  before  it  reached  the  highway. 
The  falls  ou  the  Newfound  and  Smith's  rivers  were  scenes  of  rare 
beauty.  The  water  iu  the  highway  at  the  foot  of  the  lake  was 
two  feet  deep.  In  some  places  this  freshet  registered  higher 
than  that  of  1869,  while  in  others  not  so  high.  A  large  amount 
of  lumber  was  lost  ou  the  Pemigewasset  and  thirty  millions  were 
said  to  have  been  lost  ou  the  Connecticut. 
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1896.  Jan.  6,  tfaennometer  twenty-four  below  zero.  Mill 
wheels  never  before  frozen  were  stopped  by  the  cold.  Schools 
were  closed  and  most  out-door  work  was  suspended.  On  the 
first  of  March  occurred  a  very  disastrous  flood.  On  Friday 
night,  Feb.  38,  rain  commenced  to  fall  and  fell  copiously  with 
but  little  cessation  till  Sunday  night  —  four  and  one-fourth 
inches  ii)  all.  This  carried  off  most  of  the  snow  :ind  added  U> 
the  floods  from  above,  making  a  freshet  of  no  small  proportions. 
During  Monday  Newfound  lake  rose  two  inches  an  hour,  and 
the  water  on  the  apron  at  the  outlet  of  the  lake  reached  a  depth 
of  ten  feet  seven  inches.  At  Bristol  the  Pemigewasset  did  not 
reach  the  height  of  the  freshet  of  1895  by  nearly  a  foot,  but 
south  of  here  the  record  exceeded  that  and  the  damage  was  far 
greater.  At  Manchester  the  damage  by  loss  of  bridges  and 
otherwise,  reached  half  a  million,  and  S,ooo  operatives  were  out 
of  work  for  a  week ;  at  Lowell  20,000  operatives  were  thrown  out 
of  work.  On  the  Lake  Shore  railroad  nineteen  out  of  twenty- 
two  bridges  were  carried  away,  and  on  the  Northern,  twelve 
between  Franklin  and  West  Lebanon.  The  storm  was  still 
more  destructive  in  the  east  part  of  the  state  and  extended  over 
the  entire  northen  part  of  New  England.  On  the  Bristol  Branch 
railroad  the  chief  damage  was  south  of  Hill  where  for  several 
rods  the  road  bed  was  washed  away.  Trains  did  not  leave  Itrislol 
on  Monday,  but,  Tuesday  afternoon,  managed  to  reach  Franklin. 

1896.  Aug.  6  to  13,  a  very  hot  wave  —  ninety-eight  in  the 
shade.  The  week  ending  Nov.  32  was  unusually  cold  for  the 
season  —  fifteen  degrees  below  zero. 

1896.  June  14,  the  buildings  of  Leland  E.  Heath  were 
destroyed  by  fire. 

1897.  May.  36,  a  distinct  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt 
a  little  after  ten  o'clock  a.  m.  Another  shock  was  felt  at  3.30 
a.  m.,  July  i. 

1897.  The  spring  of  this  year  was  unusually  wet.  For 
forty-five  days  previous  to  June  14,  with  two  or  three  excep- 
tions, rain  fell  every  day.  The  rain  of  the  night  of  June  9  was 
one  of  the  severest  known.  In  twelve  hours  tliree  inches  fell. 
Water  in  the  lake  rose  one  inch  per  hour  and  the  next  day 
reached  a  depth  of  126  inches  on  the  apron.  A  stone  in  the 
highway  to  mark  the  high  water  of  1843  was  covered  two  or 
three  inches.  The  Pemigewasset  river  rose  six  feet  in  six 
hours.  Several  land  slides  on  the  railroad ;  one  between  the 
depot  and  engine-house  buried  the  track  ten  feet  deep  (or  100 
feet  or  more. 

1897.  July  6,  there  was  a  succession  of  severe  thunder 
showers.  Lightning  struck  in  several  places.  Dr.  J.  C.  Wheet 
was  fatally  injured  by  his  horse  taking  fright  at  a  bolt  of  light- 
ning striking  near  him.  His  horse  suddenly  turned,  throwing 
him  on  some  rocks,  and  dragging  him  some  distance.     High- 
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ways  badly  washed,  and  the  Pemigewasset  rose  to  within  three 
feet  of  the  hi^h-water  mark  of  1895.  During  a  thunder  shower 
July  23,  lightning  struck  the  wall  on  the  roadside  near  Solon 
DoUoff's,  more  than  a  mile  from  Central  square,  chipped  off 
pieces  of  rock  weighing  100  pounds  or  more  from  t>oulders,  then 
passed  up  a  tree  to  a  telephone  wire,  and  on  it  to  the  village, 
where  it  burned  out  all  the  telephones  and  prostrated  several 
persons  on  the  streets.  This  bolt  seemed  to  come  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  since  the  sun  was  shining  brightly  at  the 
lime. 

1898.  Two  weeks  of  storms  previous  to  Feb.  3,  the  severest 
since  the  blizzard  of  1888.  Deep  snows,  roads  obstructed,  tem- 
perature from  fifteen  to  twenty  degrees  below  zero  in  Bristol 
village  ;  twenty-five  degrees  below  zero  at  Crawford's  comer  in 
Alexandria. 

1898.  At  4  p.  m.,  Nov.  36,  a  great  snow  storm  commenced 
and  continued  just  tweuty-four  hours.  A  northeast  gale  pre- 
vailed, and  the  snow  as  it  fell  was  piled  in  a  way  that  would 
have  done  credit  to  a  Pebntary  blizzard.  Kight  inches  of  snow 
was  the  estimate  made  at  Bristol,  as  only  the  edge  of  the  storm 
reached  here.  Eighteen  inches  fell  at  Concord,  two  feet  at 
Manchester,  and  about  this  amount  through  the  southern  part 
of  New  England.  Along  the  coast  the  loss  of  life  was  appalling. 
More  than  two  hundred  lives  were  lost  and  two  hundred  vessels 
destroyed,  including  the  Portland,  with  every  soul  on  board, 
supixjsed  to  number  over  150, 

1S99.  Monday  morning,  Feb.  13,  snow  commenced  to  fall, 
and  continued  all  day,  constantly  increasing  in  severity.  By 
night  a  heavy  blizzard  was  raging  and  continued  all  night  with 
unabated  fury,  piling  the  snow  in  immense  drifts,  effectively 
blockading  travel  on  the  highways.  Such  a  night  as  Monday 
night  is  seldom  seen  even  in  this  land  of  deep  snows  and  high 
winds.  The  morning  found  the  roads  impassable.  Everyman 
who  had  a  snow  shovel  was  using  it,  and  Central  square  pre- 
sented a  novel  scene.  Merchants  and  clerks  were  for  once  all 
engaged  in  the  same  business.  Hotel  Bristol  was  completely 
surrounded  by  a  drift  six  feet  deep,  which  resembled  a  barri- 
cade. Road  Agent  Henry  A.  Welch  was  perched  on  the  suow 
roller,  handling  the  reins  with  six  horses  attached,  and  all  day 
long  it  passed  and  repassed  in  an  effort  to  make  the  streets  pass- 
able. The  noon  train  left  Bri,stol  an  hour  late  Monday,  and  that 
wns  llic  Inst  .seen  o(  it  till  Thursday  evening.  The  amount  of 
suow  that  fell  in  Bristol  was  variously  estimated  at  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  inches.  The  storm  extended  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  was  one  of  the  most  destructive  known. 

1899.  Some  of  the  severest  electric  storms  ever  experienced 
in  Bristol,  swept  over  the  town  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of 
July  4.     Great  damage  was  done  to  crops  and  trees,  and  the 
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highways  were  so  badly  washed  that  they  were  impassable  in 
many  places.  The  first  shower  came  from  the  southwest  about 
2  p.  m.,  and  brought  but  little  rain  aud  lightning;  but  about 
fifteen  minutes  later  a  much  heavier  one  came  from  the  north- 
west and  continued  till  after  four  o'clock.  This  shower  returned 
after  having  almost  passed,  and  the  last  visit  was  more  severe 
than  the  first.  About  six  o'clock  another  storm  came  from 
the  north  and  this  was  more  destructive  than  either  of  its 
predecessors.  It  lasted  over  an  hour.  Crops  were  laid  low, 
trees  were  blown  down,  highways  deeply  gullied,  and  fields 
covered  with  mud  and  sand.  The  thunder  and  lightning  were 
almost  incessant,  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  the  wind  blew  almost 
a  hurricane.  Over  four  and  one-fourth  inches  of  rain  fell  during 
the  afternoon,  Kvery  telephone  in  town  was  burned  out,  and 
the  electric  light  plant  injured  so  that  the  town  was  in  darkness. 
The  water  in  the  lake  rose  one  foot,  and  the  river  rose  two  feet. 
The  bridge  over  the  Danforth  brook  was  washed  away,  and  the 
huge  rocks  of  one  abutment  carried  several  rods  down  stream. 
The  road  bed,  for  thirty  feet,  was  carried  away  at  this  point. 
The  damage  to  the  highways  of  the  town  amounted  to  $2,000, 
while  the  damage  to  private  property  was  as  much  more.  The 
lightning  struck  in  many  places,  including  the  spire  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  several  dwellings.  Many  persons  and 
animals  were  prostrated,  but  no  person  was  killed.  Charles 
A.  Gale  had  two  cows  killed. 

OI.D  BOMB  W5HK 
1899.  Old  Home  week  was  first  observed  in  New  Hamp- 
shire in  1899  in  compliance  with  the  suggestion  of  Gov.  Frank  W, 
Rollins.  The  week  selected  for  this  puqiose  was  that  commen- 
cing on  Monday,  Aug.  28.  Bristol  ol).'jerve<l  Tues<lay,  Aug.  29. 
The  day  opened  with  a  parade  of  the  industries  of  the  town 
which  was  the  finest  ever  witnessed  in  Bristol.  Capt.  W.  A. 
Beckford  was  marshal,  and  Harry  J.  Wilbur,  assistant.  Nearly 
every  industry  and  business  in  town  was  represented  by  floats 
or  trimmed  carriages.  Music  was  furnished  by  the  Odell  baud, 
of  Franklin.  The  parade  moved  from  Central  square  through 
Pleasant,  I,ake,  Union,  North  Main,  South'  Main,  Church, 
Second,  Beech,  Spring,  Merrimack,  and  Summer  streets.  A 
very  appropriate  and  attractive  decoration  was  placed  on  the 
lawn  at  the  residence  of  Frederick  Bartlett,  Esq.  There  were 
the  old-fashioned  fireplace  with  brass  andirons,  candlesticks, 
old-fashioned  chairs,  an  ancient  tin  baker,  and  table  chairs,  and 
other  antique  articles.  Above  all  was  a  flag  on  which  were  the 
words,  "Old  Home."  The  parade  over,  a  few  selections  were 
given  by  the  band,  and  then  all  wended  tlieir  way  to  the 
grove  of  Silas  S.  Brown  on  the  shore  of  Newfound- lake.  Here, 
a  grand  stand  had  been  erected  on  which  were  settees.     Tables 
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were  Spread  with  a  bountiful  supply  of  food,  and  dinner  was 
served  to  tlie  baud  and  a  large  number  of  visitors,  while  hot 
coffee  and  ice  water  were  furnished  gratuitously  to  the  one 
thousand  or  more  people  present.  Immediately  after  refresh- 
ments, the  exercises  of  the  afternoon  commenced,  Hon.  Ira 
A.  Chase  presiding.  The  program  opened  with  selections  from 
the  band,  followed  with  the  rendition  of  "Old  New  Hampshire 
Home"  with  comet  solo  by  Master  Ernest  Giles,  the  people 
joining  in  the  chorus  under  the  direction  of  Fred  H.  Briggs. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  David  Calley.  Introductory  remarks 
were  made  by  the  chairman,  followed  by  William  A.  Berry,  Esq., 
Bristol ;  Albert  P.  Worthen,  Esq.,  Boston  ;  Rev.  Albert  W. 
Jefferson,  Bristol;  Prof.  Fred  I,.  Pattee,  State  College,  Peuu,,  and 
Rev.  Charles  O.  judkius,  Mootpelier,  Vt,  Charles  W.  Johnson, 
of  Boston,  read  a  poem  on  "  Pasquaney  "  and  another  on  "New 
Hampshire  Old  Home  Day."  Miss  Je.s.sie  D.  Alexander  recited 
Marion  l)oiigla.ss's  i»ciii,  "Old  Home  Week."  Miss  M.  Alice 
Browne,  of  Boston,  gave  a  vocal  solo.  I^etters  of  regret  were 
read  from  Hon.  Levi  P.  Morton  and  Hon,  Napoleon  B,  Bry- 
ant. During  the  day  there  was  a  boat  race  on  the  lake,  and 
a  ball  game  in  North  Main  street  park  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
afternoon,  and  a  band  concert  tn  Central  square  at  eight  o'clock. 
A  large  number  of  former  residents  were  present ;  every  one 
entered  into  the  pleasures  of  the  hour  with  zest,  and  the  great 
success  of  the  day  was  the  remark  of  all. 

1899,  The  annual  reunion  of  the  survivors  of  the  lath 
N.  H.,  Vols.,  of  the  Civil  War,  was  held  in  Bristol  Sept.  27. 

OLD   HOMB  WBBK 

1900.  The  second  observance  of  Old  Home  week  in  Bristol 
occurred  Wednesday,  Aug.  15.  There  was  a  fine  bicycle  and 
trade  parade  in  the  morning  in  which  all  the  merchants  partici- 
pated led  by  the  Hill  cornet  band.  Capt.  W.  A,  Beckford  was 
marshal,  and  Dr.  G.  A.  Yeatter,  aide.  Elbrtdge  S.  Bickford 
coinniandcd  a  divi.'iion  o(  sixty  bicycliaUi.  Places  of  business, 
the  hotel,  and  many  private  residences  were  decorated.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  parade  the  weather  was  so  threatning  the 
proposed  picnic  and  exercises  on  the  shore  of  the  lake  were 
abandoned.  Dinner  was  served  at  the  town  hall,  and  there 
public  exercises  were  held  in  the  afternoon.  The  president  of 
the  day,  Capt.  R.  W.  Musgrove,  gave  an  historical  opening 
address.  Tliis  was  followed  by  addresses  by  Hon.  Ira  A. 
Chase,  Hon.  Lewis  W.  Fling,  and  Wm.  A.  Berry,  Esq.,  of 
Bristol,  and  Warren  E.  Locke,  of  Boston.  Karl  M.  White,  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  recited  "Deestrick  Number  3"  written  by 
William  C.  White,  and  responded  to  an  encore.  Addresses 
followed  by  V.  G.  Carleton,  Maiden,  Mass.,  Dea.  Lorenzo  M. 
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Currier,  Penacoolc;  William  I.  Musgrove,  Springfield,  Mass.; 
John  H.  Musgrove,  Pittsfield,  Mass.;  Austin  H.  Roby.  Boston, 
and  Prof.  Fred  Lewis  Pattee,  State  College,  Pa.,  who  read  an 
original  poem.  Miss  Anna  B.  Musgrove  gave  a  vocal  solo.  A 
ball  game  between  old  timers  and  up-to-dates  took  place  later  tii 
the  afternoon.  The  baud  gave  an  open  air  concert  in  Central 
square  in  the  early  evening,  and  a  ball  at  Hotel  Bristol  closed 
the  day. 

1900.  The  summer  of  1900  was  unusually  dry.  Winter 
came  without  the  usual  fall  rains,  and  water  in  the  lake  was  the 
lowest  on  record,  causing  the  mill  owners  much  inconven- 
ience. Only  thirty-three  inches  of  snow  fell  during  the  winter, 
yet  the  cold  weather  was  so  iminterrupted  there  was  good  sleigh- 
ing from  Dec.  10  till  the  first  days  of  April,  1901.  During  that 
month  came  abundant  rains. 

PitBSIDBNT  HCKINLBV  HBMORIAI,  SBRVICBS 

1901.  September  6,  President  McKinley  was  assassinated 
at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  died  on  the  14th,  following.  Sept. 
19,  all  that  was  mortal  of  the  late  president  was  consigned  to 
the  tomb.  In  Bristol  all  business  was  suspended,  and  mills, 
shops,  stores,  and  schools  were  closed.  Flags  and  the  nntiouni 
colors,  trimmed  iu  black,  were  thrown  to  the  breeze  and  adometl 
many  places  of  business  and  private  residences.  The  mortar  in 
Central  square  was  decorated,  and  on  an  easel,  placed  on  the 
mound,  was  a  picture  of  the  late  president.  Memorial  services 
were  held  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  Nelson  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  attended  in  a  body  and 
occupied  seats  in  front.  The  church  was  elaborately  decorated. 
The  altar  and  choir  railing  were  wound  in  black,  and  strewn 
with  white  asters.  Flags,  snniiouiitcd  with  hinck  bows,  were  at 
either  etid  of  the  altar  rail,  and  white  Hags  trimmed  with  black 
graced  the  organ  and  various  other  points  of  the  church.  In 
front  of  the  pulpit  was  a  life-size  picture  of  President  McKinley, 
draped  in  flags  with  a  bank  of  white  asters  in  front,  surmounted 
by  a  pure  white  dove,  while  far  above  was  suspended  another 
dove.  The  combined  choirs  of  the  Methodist,  Congregational, 
and  Free  Baptist  churches  sang,  under  the  leadership  of  Capt. 
Frank  A.  Gordon;  Mrs.  R.  W.  Musgrove,  organist.  Among 
the  selections  sung  was  the  late  president's  favorite,  "Nearer, 
My  God,  to  Thee."  Addresses  were  made  by  Rev,  Lyman  D, 
Bragg,  Rev,  John  W.  Savage,  Rev.  Taplin  J.  Winstade,  Hon. 
Lewis  W.  Fling,  Hon.  Ira  A.  Chase,  and  Capt.  Richard  W. 
Musgrove,  The  last  named  presented  the  following  resolutions 
which  were  adopted  by  a  rising  vote : 

Whbke&s,  This  nation  and  the  civilized  world  rests  under  tlie  shadow 
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of  a  great  national  calBiuity,  in  the  death  of  Williain  McKintey,  president 
of  the  Uiiited  States,  and  are  horror  Btiicken  at  a  dastardly  crime  com- 
mitted by  an  enemy  of  all  gDvcrnments,  we,  cituens  of  Bristol,  in  maas 
nieetitif;  nsoeniblcd,  hereby  give  exprcsslou  to  our  coudcmnntion  of  the 
crime  ami  lite  doctrine  tltat  prompted  It,  and  unite  our  tears  aud  pro- 
found sorrow  nith  those  of  all  lovers  of  law  and  good  government. 

Resolved,  That  in  this  hour  of  national  affliction  we  recall  with  great 
satisfaction  and  pride,  a  life  devoted  to  the  good  of  the  Republic.  We 
recall  hla  services  when  a  youne  man,  a  volunteer  in  the  Union  army, 
periling  his  life  for  the  preservadon  of  the  Union ;  his  fourteen  years  of 
houorable  service  in  the  Cougresa  of  the  United  States ;  his  four  years  of 
(I  is  ting  11  is  I  led  service  as  governor  of  Ohio ;  his  brilliant  record  as  presi- 
dent of  tlie  United  States,  during  which  he  lias  had  the  highest  Interest 
and  good  of  Uie  reimblic  constantly  at  heart ;  his  spotless  Christian  clior- 
acter  both  in  public  and  private  life,  and  the  heroism  and  Christlike 
spirit  witli  which  he  met  the  last  sad  drama  of  his  life,  all  of  which 
have  endeared  him  to  the  American  people  to  an  unusual  degree. 

Retoivgd,  That  we  herebv-  put  ourselves  on  record  in  favor  of  the 
enactment  of  such  laws  as  will  tend  to  restrict  the  acts  and  teachings  of 
atinrciiists.  We  arc  in  fnvor  of  tiic  largest  liberty  of  the  press  ivna  the 
plutform,  consistent  with  the  highest  welfare  of  society,  but  opposed  to 
an  unbridled  license,  tlie  product  of  which  is  crime  of  the  darkest  dye. 

PUBLIC   PARK 

1902.  Oil  the  third  of  October.  William  G.  Kelley,  of  Bris- 
tol, died,  leaving  a  will  which  made  the  town  of  Bristol  residu- 
ary legatee  of  his  estate,  and  uamed  Marshall  W.  White,  Charles 
Boardinan,  and  George  H.  Hammond  as  his  executors.  This 
will,  niter  m.ikiiig  n  lew  sjSecific  l>cqiic!its,  and  providing  for  an 
anintity  ul  1^150  to  be  [mid  tu  his  sisler,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Gordon, 
contained  the  following  clause  : 

All  the  rent,  residue,  and  remainder  of  my  estate  •  •  ■  ■ 
I'give  In  trust  to  Marshall  W,  White,  Charles  Boardman,  and  George  H. 
Hammond,  all  of  Bristol,  N.  H.,  to  be  used  and  expended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  town  of  Bristol,  N.  H.,  if  said  town  sees  fit  to  accept  it  upon  the 
conditions  lierein  provided,  othervrise  I  give  the  same  absolutely,  to  the 
New  Hampshire  Orphans'  Home,  located  in  Franklin,  N.  H.  My  wish 
is,  to  provide  for  a  pablic  park  or  common  in  said  town  of  Bristol,  and 
for  this  iHirposc  naid  trust  is  established.  If  said  town  will,  within  three 
ycnrs  «l  niy  iktTiisc,  vole  to  ncccpt  my  gift  of  siiid  rest,  residue  niid 
remainder,  and  witliin  that  time,  appoint  ncouimittee  of  three  legal  voters 
thereof,  and  the  three  trustees  of  my  estate,  a  joint  committee  to  find, 
locate,  and  buy,  a  suitable  piece  of  land  contiguous  to  the  village  of 
Bristol,  N.  II.,  for  a  public  park,  and  said  town  will  authorize  aud  in- 
struct said  committee  to  buy  the  same,  for  said  purpose,  and  will  hereafter 
keep  and  maintain  the  same  for  said  purpose,  the  fund  committed  as 
above  to  said  trusteea  mav  be  thus  employed  and  used,  any  time 
within  five  years  from  my  decease,  and  I  uo  not  limit  or  restrict  the 
town  in  tht;  matter  of  use  to  be  uinilc  of  the  land,  beyond  the  one 
general  condition,  that  whatever  laud  is  purchased  with  said  money,  or 
any  part  thereof,- shall  forever  be  kept  as  a  public  park  and,  whetlier 
the  whole  trust  fund  so  provided  shall  In  the  first  instance  be  paid  out 
for  land  for  said  purpose,  or  whether  only;  one-half,  or  from  one-half  to 
the  whole,  and  tiie  remainder  be  used  in  improvements  thereon,  and 
for  maintaining  tlie  lands  and  improvements  as  a  park  for  the  public,  I 
will  leave  to  the  discretion  of  said  joint  committee. 
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Messrs.  White  and  Hammond  declined  to  serve,  and  the 
court  appointed  Charles  W.  Fling,  Esq.,  and  Fred  H.  Ackcrman 
in  their  stead.  At  the  November  election  in  1902,  the  town 
voted  to  accept  the  legacy  and  appointed  Dr.  George  H.  Cnlley, 
Henry  C.  Whipple,  and  George  B.  Cavis  as  the  committee  011 
the  part  of  the  town  to  act  with  the  executors  as  tlie  joint 
committee. 

Commencing  with  1899,  the  town  appropriated  fifty  doDani 
each  year  for  the  purpose  of  leasing  of  Gustavus  Baitlett  the 
field  west  of  North  Main  street  for  a  public  park,  to  provide 
a  playground  for  the  children  and  a  baseball  ground  for  the 
young  men.  At  the  March  election  in  1902,  Charles  H.  Dick- 
inson and  Henry  C.  Whipple  were  made  a  committee  to  ascer- 
tain what  this  field  could  be  purchased  for.  They  reported 
at  the  November  election  in  1902,  that  Mr.  Bartlett  would 
dispose  of  it  to  the  town  for  a  park  for  {2,000,  and  as  the 
price  was  reasonable  and  the  land  was  "especially  well  located 
for  a  public  park  "  they  recommended  its  purchase  by  the  town. 
As  Mr,  Bartlett  had  generously  declined  to  accept  better  prices 
from  other  parties  till  the  town  could  act,  and  as  the  prospec- 
tive funds  from  the  Kelley  estate  could  not  be  available  in  sea- 
son to  secure  this  land  under  the  offer  made,  Messrs.  Dickinson 
and  Whipple,  as  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  town,  were 
instructed  to  purchase  the  land  for  the  town,  and  borrow  the 
money  with  which  to  pay  for  it  from  the  Kelley  estate.  This 
was  done  and  the  deed  to  the  town  was  passed  Dec.  16. 

At  the  March  election  in  1903,  the  following  report  was  pre- 
sented : 

The  comtiiitlee  of  three  legal  voters  elected  at  the  Norciaber,  1902, 
town  meeting,  to  act  in  councctlon  with  tlie  trustees  of  llie  William  G. 
Kelley  estate,  beg  leave  to  report  that,  after  carefully  considering  tliu 
several  places  tliat  have  been  suggested  by  different  people,  ns  siutubk 
for  a  public  park,  they  are  of  the  unanimous  opinion  anu  would  recom- 
mend that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  this  committee  to  purchase  for  said 
purpose  the  Bartlett  field,  so  called,  now  owned  by  the  town,  also  such 
other  real  estate  as  they  may  think  advisable  or  needed  for  park  purposes, 

George  H.  Calley, 
Henry  C.  Whipple, 
George  B.  Cavis. 

This  report  was  accepted  and  adopted.  It  seems,  therefore, 
that  the  Bartlett  field  will  constitute  a  part  of  the  park  pur- 
chased with  the  avails  of  the  proceeds  of  the  William  G. 
Kelley  bequest.  This  field  is  located  in  the  center  of  the  village 
and  contains  about  five  acres.  It  has  a  frontage  on  North  Main 
street  of  over  600  feet,  commencing  at  a  point  directly  oppo- 
site the  Methodist  Kpiscopal  church.  The  amount  available  for 
park  purposes,  after  all  legacies  and  annuities  have  been  paid,  is 
expected  to  be  about  {15,000. 
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1902.  Tlie  weather  during  the  entire  year  was  unusual. 
Snow  disappeared  early  in  March,  and  the  latter  part  of  this 
mouth,  the  thermometer  indicated  ninety  degrees  in  the  shade. 
May  29,  tlie  thermometer  again  reached  this  point,  but  not  dur- 
ing the  summer  months.  During  August  the  thermometer 
.  ranged  in  the  vicinity  of  forty  degrees  above  zero  at  sunrise  and 
about  seventy-five  degrees  during  the  middle  of  the  day.  Dur- 
ing the  hayiug  season  there  were  clouds  and  rain  nearly  every 
day  for  four  weeks  and  much  of  the  hay  crop  was  ruined. 
November  was  exceptionally  warm  and  pleasant.  Crops  were 
plenteous  except  com,  which  did  not  mature.  The  fruit  crop 
was  as  large  as  ever  known. 

1902.  March  i,  Sural  free  delivery  route,  No.  i,  was 
established  from  Bristol  post-office,  Edward  A.  Blate,  carrier. 

1902.     July  19,  there  was  a  sharp  shock  of  an  earthquake. 
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TOWN    OFFICERS 

The  lists  are  here  given  in  full  of  the  moderators,  town 
clerks,  selectmen,  treasurers,  and  collectors  of  New  Chester  and 
B rid gewater  previous  to  the  incorporation  of  Itristol  in  1819,  and 
of  Bristol  since  that  date.  The  publication  of  all  the  officers  of 
the  town  would  swell  the  volume  to  unseemly  proportions,  and 
is  not,  therefore,  attempted. 

The  figures  at  the  left  of  the  names  give  the  year  'when 
elected,  those  at  the  right  the  numher  of  consecutive  years^serv- 
iiig  from  that  date. 

MODRRATOKS  AT   ANNUAL  HBRTINGS 


New  Chester 

1773 

Col.  John  Goff 

:  i'^ 

Theophllus  Santram 

1774 

NuoDCau 

Ephraim  Webster 

'775 

Andrew  Cralge 

;  !K 

1776 

Abner  Fellow* 

Ephraim  Webster 
Edward  Blodgett 

i 

Thomas  Crawford 

I    1801 

Abner  Fellows 

3      iSoa 

Ebeneier  Kimball 

John  Cleveland 

I      1808 

John  Searle 

1781 

Nosoii  Cass 

I      1809 

libeneier  Kimball 

■783 

Ditvid  Riiiuraoti 

I      1810 

John  WudU'lgh 

1784 

Ephraim  Webster 
Thomas  Crawford 

J      iSia 

A.  G.  Stevens 

„K 

I      1813 

John  Wadleigh 

•^ 

John  Smith 

I      1814 

Nason  Cass 

I      1815 
5      1816 

John  Wadldgh 
John  Huse 

1789 

Kphraini  Webster 
Theophllus  Sanborn 

"794 

I      1817 

William  W.  Sargent 

"795 

Ephraim  Webster 

Bridgewater 

1788 

Daniel  Heath 

I      1S05 

Benjamia  Board  man 

J 

1789 

Jonathan  Carlton 

2       .8c7 

Mosea  Lewis 

4 

■79' 

3     181 1 

1794 

Daniel  Horse 

r      1813 

Moms  Lewis 

1795 

Benjamin  Board  man 

4      .814 

I'ruiicis  J.  Tay 

1799 

Moaea  W.  Sleeper 

3      1816 

No  records 

i88i 

3      r8i7 

FrandsJ.Tay 
Joseph  Flanders 

.804 

Moses  Kelly 

I      1818 

3 
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Bristol 

I820 

C»pt.  Joseph  Pluiden          4 

1875 

David  P.  Pre«»tt                  3 

i8« 

Robert  Smith 

3 

18J7 

Benjamin  P.  Perkins             a 

i8j7 

NatUaiiiel,S.  Beity 

a 

X 

William  A.  Berry                  a 
Benjamin  F.  Perklua              i 
William  A.  Berry                  I 

iSag 

Walter  Sleeper 

.83S 

Robert  Smith 

I 

l8Sa 

isS 

Nathaniel  S.  Berry 

1883 

David  P.  Pnacott                    I 

1S39 

Walter  Sleeper 

1884 

Benjamin  F.  Ferklne             1 

.sj; 

Samuel  C.  Brown 

1BS5 

CyruB  Taylor                         a 

.Si 

OBcnr  F.  Fowler 

.88? 

George  A.  Emerson               a 

185: 

Sniiiuel  1>.  I'eriiold 

18S9 

Benjamin  P.  Ferklne             a 

1853 

Amlrew  J.  Wright 
I'redcrick  Bartlett 

189I 

Ira  A.  Clioac                           1 

.sm 

1893 

George  A.  Emerson               i 

18SS 

Calviu  Snett 

For  two  yeara,  Nor-  electiona 

.sSs 

George  Teiiney 

3 

1892 

Ira  A.  Chase,  a  terms 

;ig 

Samuel  K.  Masbu 

1896 

Fred  U.  Ackermau,  i  term 

WUUam  A.  Berry 

14 

18^ 

Ira  A.  Chase,  3  terms 

1874 

Samuel  B.  HoMen 

TOWN 

CLBKKS 

New 

Chester 

'773 

Joshua  Tolford 

, 

1807 

William  W.  Satgent               8 

1774 

Can-  HuBC 

33 

181S 

Daniel  Favor                          5 

Bridgewater 

1788    Thomas  Crawford 
1S09    Ichabod  C.  Bartlett 
rSii    John  I'illsbury 


1813  John  Uarrtman 
1817  John  Tolfordjjr. 
iSitt    Nathan  Fletcher 


James  Ml  not 
Philip  Webster 
Samuel  C.  Brown 
Solomon  Cavia 
S  herb  urn  S.  Worthcn 
.    William  L.  Chase 
Levi  flnrtlett 
Jacob  N.  DnrlinR 
IlrHlloy  n,  I'owicr 
George  M.  Cavis 
George  W.  iDgalls 
George  M.  Cavis 


185s  David  B-  Everett 

1859  Marshall  W.  White 

1864  Levi  D.  Jobuson 

1866  John  P.  Taylor 

1871  Richard  W.  Muagrove 

1874  Charles  M.  Day 

1875  Allen  W.  Bingham 
tSSo '  Riclianl  W.  Mnagrove 
1883  Charles  II.  Cnllcy 
1887  Charles  W.  Fling 
1S89  Austin  H.  Roby 

1891  David  M.  Callej 


SBLBCTHBN 


1773  Thomas  Crawford 
Cutting  Favor 
Carr  I  lose 

1774  Peter  Sleeper 

1775  Robert  Forsaith 

1776  Ebenezer  Ingalls 
Benjamin  Emmons 

3a 


1777  Thomas  Crawford 
Jonathan  Ingalla 

1778  Peter  Sleeper 

1780  John  Smith 
Robert  Foraaith 
David  Emeraon 

1781  Thomas  Crawford 
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■7S1     Can  Hum 

3      1801 

Edward  Blodeett 

IVUt  Sleeper 
1784     Bpfaraim  Webatcr 

ThcopbilM  Suibom 

3       >&>3 

amcaEaiT 

Jurob  Gardr 

2       1804 

WUIlam  W.  Saigot 

17S6    Can-Hase 

3       iSos 

John  WadlMRh 

ThoniM  Cr»w/orf 

HoMSlceptrr 

Peter  Sleeper 

I      I8c6 

Junes  Karr 

1788    RcnbcnWella 

3       >8<^ 

Mosc*  Sl™per 

17S9    Theopfailn*  Sanborn 

5       .80B 

John  Wadleigfa 

Timothy  SorgeDt 

a      1809 

Jonathan  Pickefwm 
lloK*  W.  Sleeper 

1791     PhineM  Sargent 

I      iSio 

Tfaomaa  Paror 

1       1811 

Samnel  Sleeper 

1791    Carr  Hnac 

1      1813 

HoM*  Wells 

WjUUn.  Murray 

I      1813 

John  Hnae 

1793    Thomaa  WelU 

I      1814 

Caleb  Sargent 

1794     Peter  Sleeper 

3 

John  Wadlcigh 

WUIiam  Sorle 

Jonathan  Dickerson 

CnttiDg  FaTor 
1795    SamnelWelU 

I       1815 

WiUiam  W.  Sargent 

John  Hn« 

CarrHnsc 

Isaac  Dodge 

1796    Tbeophiln*  Sanborn 

3      1816 

Darid  Buawell 

Bdos  Towue 

Pitfield  Sawyer 

1797    Carr  Huac 

J      1817 

William  W.  Sargent 

Sanbom  WelU 

Caleb  Aldrich 

179S    Sctfaua  Portica 

John  Gale 

1799    El>etiezer  Kimball 

4      1818 

Samuel  Steeper 

Joiintlian  Dlckcraon 
iSoo    Vuiiutu  S<Mrlu 

Samiiel  Iloit 

1       1819 

Robert  Smith 

Peter  Sleeper 
iSoi     William  W.  Sargent 

2 

Bridgewater 

1788    Thomaa  Crawford 

4      1803 

Thomas  Crawford 

3 

Simeon  CroM 

,      .84 

Robert  Craigc 

1 

Michael  Moshier 

Caleb  Pillsbnry 

17S9    Jonathan  CarUlon 

I      1805 

Rbcnezer  Kelly 

1790  Jacob  Gurdy 

1791  Timothy  Kelly 

4 

nmiicl  Brown 

a      iSio 

Timothy  TiUon 

John  Harrlman 

1793    Thoma*  Crawford 

8 

John  Fellows 

Simeon  Cross 

1       181 1 

Robert  Craige 

1794    Samuel  Worthen 

'795    Jacob  Gnrdy 

Jonatban  Jewel  t 

Daniel  Brown 

I      iSia 

Daniel  Sleeper 

1706    John  Harrimnn 

3      '813 

I^liot  Durgin 

1797    William  PiiiKnt 
179S    Daniel  Mone 

.       .8.4 

11  en  la  mi  II  Croaa 

1       iSrs 

Nathan  Fletcher 

1799    Mosei  Lewia 

I       1817 

John  Harrlman 

Daniel  Sleeper 

s 

Robert  Mitchell 

1800    Caleb  Pillabury 

Caleb  Pillsbury 

1801    MoaeaLewU 

3      "819 
Bristol 

Abraham  DoUoff 

1820    Joseph  Flanders 

I      1831 

Robert  W.  Moore 

, 

Moaes  W.  Sleeper 

Walter  Sleeper 

John  Clough 

' 

Jacob  Gurdy 

J 
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i8i3 

Moflw.  W.  Skcptr 

a       1859 

Stephen  Nelmii 

Juseph  Moore 

7       1866 

Calvin  D.  Cass 

1814 

John  McCUiy 

I       1661 

John  Hutings 

1835 

Jacd\y  Gurdy 

Philip  S.  Drake 

Giliiiaii  luKalla,  Jr. 

5       1863 

Samuel  H.  Rollins 

1826 

Nathaoiel  S.  Berry  • 

James  T.  Sanborn 

1827 

John  H.  Saubom 

1       1865 

John  W.  Sanborn 

1838 

Ebencier  Kendall 

3      1866 

William  A.  Berry 

1830 

Robert  W.  Moore 
William  1..  Chase 

Samuel  Dustln 
David  Mason 

1831 

Oilman  Ingallt),  Jr. 
Daniel  DaHing 

I       1867 

Daniel  S.  Mason 

.832 

John  P.  Caos 

'833 

Johu  11.  S<iiil>orn 

Calviu  11.  Mndgctt 

John  S.  llryanl 

I       1870 

George  T.  Crawford 

1834 

Samuel  T.  W.  Sleeper 

Charles  N.  Drake 

3       1871 

WUHam  A.  Berry 

John  Kidder 

I       187a 

Jeremiah  A.  Havnes 

1835 

WahcT  Sleeper 

Robert  S.  Hasrings 

1836 

NathapicI  S.  Berry 

I       1873 

Ebenezer  K.  Pray 

Joiiathnii  RiiHiious 

James  H.  Brown 

'837 

NidiohiB  Dolloff 

3       1874 

Caleb  L.  Clay 
Solon  DolloD 

Walter  Sleeper 

I       "875 

1838 

David  Snnhom 

Woodbury  Sleeper 

Joaepli  Moore 

3      1876 

Seth  Cuss 

■839 

Jeremiah  H.  PrescoU 

I       >877 

Prederick  Bartlett 

1840 

Pavor  Locke 

AuinutuB  J.  Ferrin 

Joseph  Rollioa 

\       1878 

John  H.  Brown 

1S41 

Oilman  Ingalla,  Jr. 

Robert  A.  Horner 

Samuel  C.  Brown 

5       '879 

Richard  S.  Danforth 

Walter  Sleeper 

I       iSSi 

Silas  S.  Brown 

1 812 

1       1882 

Robert  S.  Hastings 
Augnsttis  J.  I'erriii 

iaT.1 

Wn1l.-rSI.TlH.r 

i8|4 

DiiiiiulS.  Miwou 

3      '8&( 

John  R.  Connor 

1845 

Kcubeii  Kollina 

Simeon  H.  Cross 

1846 

Oilman  lugalla.  Jr. 

Fred  W.  Bingham 

John  M.  K.  Hmmons 

Johu  H.  Brown 

1847 

I^vi  BarUett 

Homer  Roby 
George  A.  Emerson 

Henry  Wells 

3      1888 

.849 

Gilmao  Itigalla,  Jr. 
Calvin  Swett 

Ebeueier  K.  Pray 
Charles  E.  Mason 

1850 

Samuel  C.  Brown 

I      1889 

Clarence  A.  Smith 

Joseph  Kidder 

I      i^ 

Smith  D.  Fellows 

1851 

Nathan  Sleeper,  Jr. 

Saiiitiel  11.  Rollins 

I      189. 

Simeon  H.  Cross 

H.  P.  Stevens 

Green  L.  Tilton 

1853 

Calvin  Swett 

William  A.  Berry 

Daniel  B.  BarUctt 

a      1891 

Charles  P.  George 

Daniel  S.  Mason 

'      18^ 

John  R. Connor 

1853 

Prederick  Bartlett 

Hiram  T.  Heath 

>SS4 

Daniel  S.  Mason 

Green  L.  Tilton 

John  M.  R.  Emmons 

1      1896 

William  A.  Berry 

'8.SS 

Jiimeo  T.  Sanlmrn 

3      1897 

Charles  E.  Davis 

Silas  S.  Brown 

3      .8^ 

John  A.  Favor 

.856 

Thomas  R.  Emmons 

Hiram  T.  Heath 

■857 

John  M.  R.  Emmons 

I      1900 

Simeon  H.  Cross 

Levi  l^cke 

1       1901 

James  W.  Saunders 

1858 

Frederick  Bartlett 
Walter  Ilayward 
Joseph  Kidder 
Levi  Bartlett 

Albro  Wells 
I'mnfc  S.  Kirk 

3      1901 

l^rastus  T.  Hutchins 

•859 
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TAX-COLLBCTORS 

With  the  exception  of  the  years  1774  and  1775,  no  tax-col- 
lectors were  elected  in  New  Chester  till  1793,  the  dnty  of  col- 
lecting the  taxes  being  imposed  npon  the  constables.  A  com- 
mon practice  was  to  have  the  collection  of  the  taxes  struck  off  in 
open  town  meeting  to  the  lowest  hiddcr,  niid  if  such  hiddL-r 
could  procure  satisfactory  bondsmen  on  the  spot,  he  was  elected. 
One  or  two  instances  occurred  where  bondsmen  could  not  be 
procured,  and  then  the  collector's  berth  was  again  put  up  at 
auction. 

The  compensation  for  collecting  the  taxes  varied  greatly. 
Previous  to  1S19  the  largest  amount  paid  by  New  Chester  wns 
four  per  cent. ;  the  usual  amount  was  about  three  per  cent.  In 
1797,  1798,  and  1801,  a  gross  sum  was  paid,  being  $7,  $6,  and 
$8,  respectively.  In  1814,  Isaac  Hill  gave  the  town  one-half  of 
one  per  cent,  for  the  privilege  of  collecting.  Previous  to  1S19, 
Bridgewater  generally  paid  a  lump  sum,  f  11  being  the  highest 
salary  paid.  In  1795,  Robert  Craige  secured  the  office  at  $6.50; 
the  next  year,  competition  brought  the  price  down  to  ^.49 ; 
Samuel  Steams  secured  the  office  in  1797  at  $4-67 ;  the  next 
year  at  (i,  and  the  next  year,  to  secure  the  berth,  he  gave  the 
town  seven  shillings.  In  1814,  Isaac  liill  gave  the  town  one- 
half  of  one  per  cent,  for  the  privilege  of  collecting. 

In  Bristol,  the  custom  of  selling  the  office  at  auction  con- 
tinued for  some  years.  The  highest  compensation  was  that  paid 
Walter  Sleeper,  in  1821  —  three  and  one-half  per  cent. ;  the  low- 
est was  that  paid  Stephen  Nelson  —  one-half  of  one  per  cent. 
In  later  years  the  tax-collector  has  been  sometimes  elected  in 
town  meeting,  but  ofteuer  appointed  by  the  selectmen.  The 
compensation  paid  during  the  last  twenty-five  years  has  been 
from  $90  to  $250  per  year. 


1774  Robert  For«aith 

•775  Jeremiah  Quimby 

1793  NHson  Cau 

1794  William  Marray 

1795  Phineaa  Sargent 

1797  Peter  Wells 

1798  Nason  Cass 

1799  Thomas  Favor 
iteo  Peter  Sleeper 
1801  John  Searle 
1803  Thomas  Favor 
1S04  Pfaineaa  Sai^nt 


1793    Sitnon  Harris 


New  Chester 

I  1S07  Moses  Stevcna 

I  1S08  Peter  Sleeper 

I  1809  David  T.  Murray 

I  1810  Isaac  Hill 

3  1811  A.  G.  Stevens 

I  iSi>  Daniel  Hoyt 

1  1814  Isaac  Hill 

1  1S15  Luther  E.  Madison 

I  1816  David  T.  Hnmj 

3  1817  Moses  Wells 

I  1 816  Hoses  Carrier 

3  1819  Phjneas  Sargent 

Bridgewater 

I  1794  Robert  Craige 


dbyGoogle 


•  797  Snmuel  Stcnrna 

■  Sou  Siiiiou  Ilnrrii 

i8m  Jolin  Cleveland 

1803  Nntliati  I'illsburj' 

iRckf  Joliti  CIcvclniiil 

i3o9  Dudley  lliltoit 


1813  John  PellowB,  Ji. 

1814  Stcptieii  BoBtman 
1S16  Abraham  Dollofi 
18 1 7  John  Clough 
1819  Joseph  Ilackiiw 


1830  Walter  Sleeper 

1813  Gilniaii  IiiitallB,  Jr. 

iSl.i  Diiiiicl  .Siinlioni 

1836  Niithati  Sleeper 

1837  Abbott  Lovejoy 

1838  Daniel  Sauborn 

1830  John  Paige 

1831  Aaron  Emmons 
1833  Daniel  Darling 
1S34  BenjamiR  Emtnona 

1835  Johns.  Bryant 

1836  Michnel  Iloy.l 
1817  lleiijnmiii  Knimoiis 

1838  Joim  S.  Bryant 

1839  Abbott  Lovqoy 

1840  Daniel  S.  Maaon 

1841  Jeremiah  H,  Preacott 

1843  Stephen  Nelson 

1844  Abbott  Lovejoy 

1845  Gilinan  Ingalls,  Jr. 

1846  Abbott  Lovejoy 

1847  Walter  Sleeper 
lfl|8  Siiiiiud  n.  Rollins 
1849  Joseph  S.  Chose 


There  are  no  records  showing  that  a  treasurer  was  elected 
ill  New  Chester  till  1779,  when  Jonathan  Merrill  was  elected. 
Itetween  this  date  and  1810,  Carr  Hiise  was  elected  fourteen 
times,  and  may  have  served  during  all  these  years.  In  1810, 
-  it  was  voted  not  to  elect.  In  1813,  Samuel  Underhtll  was 
elected ;  in  1815,  Daniel  Favor,  and  in  1818,  Ebenezer  Kimball. 


3      I8S< 

Reuben  RoUin* 

'      IBM 

LcvlI,ocke 

■      iSM 

Calvin  P.  Fellows 

1    isii 

Abbott  Loveioy 
John  W.  Sanbom 

.      .856 

=      185; 

James  T.  Sanborn 

1      i860 

Samuel  K.  Mason 

3      i86i 

J.  Martin  Sleeper 

.      1863 

Kiah  Wells 

I      1865 

I^vi  Locke 

1      1866 

Calvin  Cass 

I      1867 

John  P.  Taylor 

1      186S 

SethCass 

I      1874 

Woodbury  Sleeper 

;  !S 

SethCass 

William  A.  Beckford 

2       .8„ 

Ken  son  E.  Dearborn 

I       1880 

Milo  Fellows 

I       1884 

Charles  S.  Flanders 

I       1886 

Milo  FeUowB 

1       1894 

David  M.  Callcy  • 

I       1895 

I     .s^S 

Milo  I'ellowN 

a      1901 

TKUASUKKKS 

New  Chester 

Bridgewater 


1788-98    None. 

1799    Tlioniaa  Crawford 

iSoo    None. 

1801     Thomas  Crawford 

1S04    Moses  L^wis 


1805  Robert  Craige 

1806  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett 

1807  Robert  Cralge 

1810  William  Piu^rec 

181 1  Enoch  Melvin 


*  Milo  Fellows  elected  and  resigned  on  account  of  Illness. 
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1813 
181S 

JohD  Fellowa 

3 

1818 

, 

No  records. 

1819 

Simon  Harria 

1817 

Ichabod  C.  BarUett 

» 

Bristol 

i8ao 

Iclmliod  C.  Itarllett 

1855 

l*vi  IrfK^kc 

, 

1831 

Join.  Clougli 

"857 

CulvJii  1).  Cum 

3 

tSii 

Icliabod  C.  BarUett 

i860 

Jamea  M.  Biahop 

:lii 

Solomon  Cavis 

1870 

William  L.  Chaae 

5 

ShcTbum  S.  Worthing 

1876 

Bbenezer  K.  Pray 

ibJo 

Solomon  S.  Sleeper 

Charles  Board  man 

1843 

Saninel  H.  Steveiin 

1878 

George  A.  Huieraon 

1844 

Oscar  K.  Fowler 

;^? 

l.uciuB  W.  Hammond 

1S45 

Abbott  Lovejoy 

l.iiciitR  A.  Dnllon 

1 

1846 

Uvi  Bortlett 

18S3 

Williiiui  George 

1847 

Abbott  Lovejoy 

1884 

Ira  A.  Chase 

1 

1850 

Solomon  Cavia 

1885 

IBW 

Jacob  S.  Eaton 

■ 

1887 

Charles  H.  Dickinson 

>7 

CONSTABT.B. 

Until  the  year  1793,  with  the  exception  of  1774  and  1775, 
constables  collected  all  the  taxes  assessed  in  New  Chester.  For 
some  years,  commencing  with  1794,  one  of  the  duties  of  the  con- 
stable was  to  take  the  warrant  for  town  meetings  from  the  hands 
of  the  selectmen  and  call  the  meeting  over  liis  signature.  He 
also  served  writs,  warned  people  out  of  town  with  papers  placed 
in  his  hands  by  the  selectmen,  and  performed  other  duttts  now 
performed  by  the  police.  For  the  first  ten  years,  one  constable 
was  sufficient  lor  the  whole  town  of  New  Chester;  but,  in  1783, 
two  were  elected,  one  for  the  lower  part  ol  llie  town  nnd  the 
other  for  the  upper  part.  I'eter  Sleciwr  was  tlie  first  constable, 
Iwing  elected  in  1773.  After  the  incorporation  odtridgewnter, 
one  was  elected  in  each  town  till  181 1,  when  New  Chester 
elected  three  and  Bridgewater  two.  Bristol  elected  one  or  two 
constables  each  year  till  1861  ;  since  then,  none.  On  the  list  of 
constables  are  snch  honored  names  as  Samuel  Worthen,  Col. 
Thomas  Crawford,  John  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Nathaniel  S.  . 
Berry,  Sherburn  S.  Merrill,  and  Napoleon  B.  Bryant. 

SURVEYORS  OV    HIGHWAYS 

The  duties  of  the  highway  surveyors  were  to  keep  the  roads 
and  bridges  in  repair.  Tlie  collection  of  the  highway  tax  was 
committed  to  them,  and  when  this  tax  was  not  paid  in  labor  it 
was  collected  in  money,  and  the  money  expended  on  the  high- 
ways. Gradually  the  selectmen  of  Bristol  assumed  the  care  of 
the  highways  and  no  highway  surveyors  were  elected  in  Bristol 
after  1869.     Bristol  had  thirteen  highway  districts  in  1820,  and 
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Iwoiily  ill  laCo.  Tlic  lotnl  iiiiiii1>cr  of  different  men  elecled  in 
town  meeting  to  this  office  in  New  Chester  and  Bridgewater 
previous  to  the  incorporation  of  Bristol,  and  in  Bristol  previous 
to  1870,  was  636.  In  New  Chester,  Peter  Peaslee  served  twelve 
years.  Waite  Stevens  and  Phineas  Sargent,  each  ten  ;  in  Bridge- 
water,  John  Fellows  served  twelve  years,  Abraham  DoUoS  and 
Jacob  Peaslee,  each  ten;  in  Bristol,  William  Mndgett  served 
eighteen  years,  John  H.  Sanborn,  twelve;  Timothy  Chandler 
and  John  Hastings,  each  eleven. 

SURVKYORS    OF    WOOD,    BARK,    AND    LUHBSR 

It  was  formerly  the  custom  to  have  wood,  hark,  and  lumber, 
bought  or  sold,  measured  by  a  sworn  surveyor.  In  New  Ches- 
ter, previous  to  1820,  this  duty  was  performed  by  officers  elected 
under  the  designation  of  surveyors  of  wood  and  lumber.  Carr 
Hn.se  filled  this  odice  twcnty-Ionr  years,  find  John  Smith  twenty- 
one  years  before  the  incorporation  of  Bristol.  Bridgewater,  dur- 
ing the  same  years,  elected  surveyors  of  wood  and  lumber,  and 
later,  corders  o(  wood,  and  surveyors  of  lumber. 

In  Bristol  surveyors  of  Inmber  and  corders  of  wood  were 
two  distinct  offices.  The  latter  was  soon  changed  to  surveyors 
of  wood  and  bark.  About  1855,  both  offices  were  merged  into 
one  and  designated  surveyors  of  wood  and  lumber,  or  surveyors 
of  wood,  bark,  and  lumber.  These  officers  were  elected  each 
year  till  1874.  There  was  no  limit  to  the  number  elected. 
Nominations  were  nmde  from  the  floor  and  a  nominee  never 
failed  of  an  election.  There  was  no  compensation  except  from 
the  individuals  employing  the  surveyor,  and  rarely  then  for 
measuring  small  quantities.  During  the  time  these  officers  were 
elected,  205  different  persons  filled  the  office  in  Bristol  and  some 
served  many  years  in  succession.  Robert  Smith  served  twenty- 
nine  years ;  Daniel  S.  Mason,  twenty ;  and  Jesse  F.  Kendall, 
twelve.  It  gradually  became  the  custom  for  parties  interested 
to  agree  on  the  amount  bought  or  sold  without  the  intervention 
of  a  sworn  surveyor,  and  there  were  no  elections  to  this  office 
after  1874. 

SBALERS    OP    LEATHER 

The  duties  of  the  sealers  of  leather  were  to  measure  or 
weigh  leather  lx>nght  or  sold.  New  Chester  first  elected  this 
officer  in  1784,  afterwards  only  occ.isioiially  ;  and  Bridgewater 
first  in  1808,  but  neither  town  filled  the  office  each  year.  Bris- 
tol elected  this  officer  only  a  few  times.  The  first  to  fill  this 
office  in  New  Chester  was  Timothy  Sargent.  Slierhurn  San- 
born, John  Smith,  and  Theophilus  Sanborn  served  previous  to 
1800.  In  Bridgewater,  Timothy  Tilton,  Jerahmeel  Bowers, 
Daniel  Sleeper,  John  Harriniaii,  aud  Ichabod  C.  Bartlett  served 
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previous  to  1820.  Those  who  served  in  Bristol  were  Tlieopliiltis 
Sanborn,  James  Chase,  Nathaniel  S.  Berry,  Jonathan  Merrill, 
John  H.  Sanborn,  and  William  L-  Chase. 

SBALBRS  OF  WmCHTS    AND   UBASURBS 

The  duty  of  sealers  of  weights  and  measures  was  and  is  to 
test  the  accuracy  of  all  weights  and  measures  in  town  used  in 
buying  and  selling.  Although  the  law  still  requires  this  test  to 
be  made  once  a  year,  it  is  seldom  done,  and  this  officer  is  never 
elected  in  town  meeting.  In  former  years  the  office  was  not 
filled  every  year.  Previous  to  1R20,  New  Chester  elected  this 
officer  only  fifteen  times,  cind  Uridgewater  only  about  linlf  the 
time.  Bristol  filled  this  ofhce  nearly  every  year  till  1S74,  but 
not  since  then.  Samuel  Page  filled  the  office  for  ten  years  from 
ittS3-  The  selectmen  have  on  one  or  two  occasions  since  1874 
appointed  a  man  to  fill  this  office. 

CUl,l.gRS    OP    STAVKS 

It  was  the  duty  of  cullers  of  staves  to  inspect  staves  bought 
or  sold  in  town.  This  office  was  first  filled  in  New  Chester  in 
1819,  when  Edward  Shaw  and  Ilichnrd  Dearborn  were  elected. 
Bristol  elected  two  or  more  each  year  till  1857.  FrtMn  1857  till 
1S74  the  office  was  filled  spasmodically.  Rufus  Katon  was 
elected  ten  times,  Samuel  Muzzey  twice,  and  Oscar  F.  Morse 
and  Joseph  S.  Chase,  each  once.  Since  1874  none  have  been 
elected. 

PBNCB  viBWBkS 

The  duties  of  fence  viewers  seem  to  have  been  to  decide  on 
the  sufficiency  of  any  fence  when  this  was  questioned  by  inter- 
ested parties,  and  to  decide  who  should  build  and  keep  in 
repair  division  fences  when  parties  interested  requested  them  to 
act.  Since  1873,  this  officer  has  not  been  elected,  and  has 
been  appointed  by  the  selectmen  a  few  times,  only,  to  act  in 
particular  cases. 

iroG-sBUvns 

The  duties  of  hog-reeves  were  to  protect  the  fields  from  the 
depredations  of  swine  running  at  large  Hog-ieeves  were 
allowed  a  shilling  for  taking  up  and  putting  a  yoke  on  one  of 
these  animals  or  putting  a  ring  in  its  nose  to  prevent  its  root- 
ing. The  yoke  was  to  be  "as  long  above  the  neck  as  the  depth 
of  the  neck  and  one-half  as  long  below."  The  ring  was  to  be 
of  strong,  flexible  wire  inserted  in  the  nose  to  project  one  inch 
above  it.  At  the  first  town  meeting  in  Bristol,  the  young  men 
recently  married  or  about  to  be  umrried  were  elected  to  this 
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office  and  that  custom  continued  till  1857,  since  which  time  none 
have  been  elected. 

HAYWASDS    OR     PIBLD-DRIVBRS 

lu  some  towns  the  hayTvards  or  field-drivers  were  the  same 
as  hog-reeves,  but  in  New  Chester  and  Bristol  it  was  a  distinct 
office.  Their  duty  appears  to  have  been  to  protect  the  fields 
from  the  depredations  of  other  animals  than  swine.  Cattle, 
horses,  and  sheep  running  at  large  were  taken  up  by  them  and 
impounded.  The  fee  for  taking  up  a  sheep  was  three  pence, 
for  uent  cattle  and  horses,  one  shilling.  New  Chester  first  elected 
this  officer  in  1793.  Bristol  elected  this  officer  fourteen  times 
previous  to  1835,  when  the  town  voted  not  to  elect,  and  only 
once  afterwards  (1837)  was  there  an  election  of  field-drivers. 

POUND-KBUfBRS 

The  pound-keepers  had  charge  of  the  pounds  of  the  town, 
and  took  care  of  the  cattle  taken  up  by  the  field-drivers.  They 
were  entitled  to  a  small  fee  before  releasing  the  animals  so 
detained.  Joseph  Sanborn  was  keeper  of  the  pound  between 
"Cutting  Favor's  house  and  his  grist-mill"  from  17951111  i8ii. 
In  1811,  New  Chester  built  a  pound  of  stone  "within  one  hun- 
dred rods  of  the  meeting  house."  Of  this  pound  John  Wad- 
Icigh  was  kocjicr  in  1813  and  1814,  and  Samuel  Favor  from  1815 
to  1819. 

Bridgewater  first  erected  pounds  in  1794,  when  one  was 
built  at  John  Peaslee's  and  one  at  John  Kidder's.  John  Peas- 
lee  was  keeper  of  the  first  for  eleven  years  and  John  Fellows 
of  the  second  for  ten  years.  Bristol  elected  no  pound-keepers 
after  1832. 

TITHINGMEN 

Tilliiiignicu  were  iicUy  officers  of  the  town  whose  duly  it 
was  to  maintain  order  and  proper  decorum  at  church  during 
divine  worship,  to  enter  complaints  against  disorderly  persons 
or  places  in  the  community,  and  to  prevent  utuiecessary  travel- 
ing on  the  sabbath.  This  officer  was  first  elected  in  New  Ches- 
ter in  1776,  when  Nason  Cass  was  chosen.  The  office  was  not 
again  filled  till  1784,  when  lour — Nason  Ca.ss,  Jonathan  Craw- 
ford,-Abner  Fellows,  and  Jonathan  Merrill  —  were  elected.  The 
office  was  evidently  unpopular  at  an  early  day  and  those  elected 
sometimes  refused  to  take  the  oath.  Between  1784  and  1819  in 
New  Chester,  the  office  was  vacant  seventeen  years  by  the  town 
neglecting  to  elect  or  those  elected  refusing  to  serve.  John 
Hastings  and  John  Somes  were  the  first  who  refused,  in  1798. 
The   next    year,    Noah   WhJtcomb  and   William   Searle  were 
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elected  but  they  refused,  and  later  there  was  increasing  difiR- 
culty  in  filling  the  office.  In  Bridgewater  the  same  difficulty 
existed.  Bristol  succeeded  in  electing  men  to  this  office  till 
1833.  when  it  was  voted  to  postpone  the  election  of  tithingmeii. 
This  vote  was  repeated  in  1834  and  no  effort  was  made  to  elect 
tithingmen  after  that  date. 

DBBR-KBBFBItS  AND  PISH-WARDBNS 
The  deer-keeper  was  an  officer  elected  for  the  protection  of 
deer.  Thomas  Locke  and  Chase  Puller  filled  this  office  in  1779, 
and  Cutting  Favor  and  Ephraim  Webster  in  1790.  After  tliis 
date  this  office  seems  to  have  been  merged  into  that  of  fish-war- 
den, who  was  elected  for  the  preservation  of  salmon  in  the 
Pemigewasset  river.  New  Chester  elected  this  officer  till  i8i8, 
and  Bridgewater  till  1811,  but  not  later.  During  the  last  twen- 
ty-five years  the  law  has  required  the  election  or  appointment  of 
fish  and  game-wardens,  whose  duty  has  been  to  prosecute  per- 
sons guilty  of  violating  the  fish  and  game  laws. 

COMHITTBB  TO  LAY  OUT  HIGHWAYS 

In  the  early  years  of  the  town,  committees  were  elected  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  out  highways.  New  Chester  elected  such 
a  committee  five  times  before  1800.  In  years  when  this  com- 
mittee was  not  elected  the  selectmen  acted,  and  later  the  laying 
out  of  highways  was  considered  as  a  part  of  the  regular  duties 
of  the  selectmen. 


The  assessors  were  officers  elected  for  the  special  purpose 
of  assessing  the  valuation  of  the  town.  New  Chester  elected  a 
board  of  assessors  but  three  times  before  1800.  Ephraim  Web- 
ster was  at  the  head  of  this  board  each  year.  Peter  Sleeper 
served  two  years,  and  John  Smith  one. 

TOLLBRS  OF  THB   BBLL 

From  1854  till  1869,  one  or  more  persons  were  elecle<l 
annually  as  bell-tollers.  Calvin  Golding  served  the  first  year ; 
Andrew  J-  Smith  and  Samuel  Berry  were  elected  in  1856,  and 
the  latter  served  each  year  till  1868,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Calvin  Cass,  who  served  one  year.  After  this  there  was  no 
election  to  this  office.  The  fee  for  this  service  was  twenty-five 
cents  for  each  time  the  bell  was  tolled. 


Commencing  with    1824,  sextons,  or  grave-diggers,  were 
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clcclctl  as  officers  of  the  town.  Abel  Daiifortli  aud  Gilnmn 
Iiigalls  were  elected  that  year.  Mr.  Danforth  continued  to 
serve  seventeen  years  and  Mr,  Ingalls  twelve,  Timothy  Ch&n- 
dler  served  twenty-one  years  in  the  IxKke  neightxjrhood  ;  Ed- 
niond  W.  Cheney  served  nine  years  at  North  Bristol,  and  Leander 
Badger  served  as  sexton  of  the  North  Main  street  cemetery  ten 
years,  till  1854,  when  that  cemetery  ceased  to  be  used.  On  the 
opening  of  the  new  Pleasant  street  cemetery,  Bzekiel  N.  Worthen 
was  elected  sexton  and  served  nine  years,  and  George  A.  Robie 
served  six  years,  till  1869,  since  which  date  there  has  been  no 
election  ol  sextons. 


Since  the  election  of  constables  was  discontinued  the  select- 
men have  generally  appointed  one  or  more  police  officers,  and  on 
one  or  two  occasions  since  the  adoption  oi  the  secret  method  ol 
votinR.  police  officers  have  been  elected.  No  complete  records 
of  llio.sc  hllinR  this  office  exist,  but  among  them  have  been  Johu 
W,  Wells,  who  served  several  years,  George  S.  Knox,  David  P. 
Prcscolt,  Charles  R,  Keezer,  Stephen  P.  Kirk,  Charles  S. 
Flanders,  Franci-s  W.  Calley,  Green  L.  Tilton,  John  H.  Thurs- 
ton, Frank  W.  Bingham,  Kben  Seaver,  Henry  A,  Welch,  Jerome 
G.  Wells,  Frank  S.  Kirk.  Wesley  H,  Dicey,  Charles  W.  San- 
born, Herbert  Braley.  Elwood  S.  Lougee,  John  R.  Connor, 
Edward  S.  Gilman,  Charles  C,  Martin.  Of  these  Mr,  Thurs- 
ton probably  served  the  largest  number  of  years, 

BOARD  OP   HBALTH 

The  health  officers  of  the  town  have  been  appointed  by  the 
selectmen,  but,  till  recent  years,  the  records  show  but  few 
appointments.  When  there  were  no  health  officers  the  select- 
men have  acted  when  occasion  required,  Clarence  A,  Smith 
has  filled  this  office  for  over  twenty  years.  Others  who  have 
served  in  this  capacity  in  recent  years  are  Dr.  James  M.  Bishop, 
Hon.  Ira  A.  Chase,  Dr.  Chniniiug  liishop,  David  M.  Calley,  and 
Charles  W,  Fling,  Esq. 

SUPERVISORS  OP  THB   CHBCK-LIST 

Previous  to  1878,  the  duty  of  revising  the  checklist  devolved 
on  the  selectmen.  The  law  of  1878  created  a  board  ol  three 
supervisors  for  each  town  or  ward,  who  are  elected  at  the  bien- 
nial elections  in  November  to  serve  two  years.  The  following 
have  served  in  Bristol : 

187S    Heury  A,  Randolph  4       tS8o     Robert  S.  HaBtlngs  1 

rrederick  Bnrtlett  4      1883    Robert  A.  Horner  a 

OeorKe  A.  Kmereon  1  Albert  Blake,  Jr.  1 
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1853  CbarlM  H.  Calley 

1854  Marshall  W.  White 
Charlea  N.  Drake 
Frederick  Bartlett 

18B6  Alfred  P.  Hurrimaii 
George  A.  Bmenou 
Robert  S.  Ilastiaga 

1855  KcDBoa  E.  Dearborn 


1891    Silaa  8.  Brown 

Orlando  11.  French 
Juniea  W.  Snuuders 
1896    Gdward  A.  Bliike 
1898    Clarence  A.  Smith 
John  R.  Connor 

1900  Orlando  B.  Prencli 

1901  Willard  S.  H.  Rcuikk 


INSPECTORS   OF   BLKCTION 

Since  189a,  when  the  so-called  Australian  system  of  secret 
voting  went  into  effect,  two  inspectors  of  elections  from  each  of 
the  two  largest  political  parties  in  town  have  been  appointed 
by  the  selectmen,  upon  nomination  in  caucus.  Two  of  these, 
detailed  as  ballot  clerks,  have  charge  of  the  liallots,  giving  them 
to  the  voters  in  a  manner  prescribe  by  law,  and  the  other  two 
assist  the  illiterate  and  physically  disabled  in  the  marking  of 
their  ballots.     The  following  have  served  in  this  capacity : 


David  Perkln 
Orlando  B.  French 
John  H.  Brown 
1896    Fred  H.  Ackerman 


1S98    Smith  D.  Fellows 

1900  Joseph  N.  Dickinson 

1901  Wiltiaui  H.  Murstoii 
Wilbur  P.  Gale 
Wilmer  C.  Cox 


DOG   KILLERS 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  in  1891, 
entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  sheep  and  other 
damages  by  dogs,"  the  selectmen  appoint  annually  some  one, 
usually  a  policeman,  "to  kill  or  cause  to  be  killed  all  dogs  owned 
or  harbored  within  the  town  that  are  not  licensed  and  collared 
according  to  law  and  to  enter  complaint  against  the  owners." 
The  law  in  regard  to  licensing  dogs  has  been  very  generally 
complied  with,  and  but  few  canines  have  suffered  death  at  the 
hands  of  the  dog  killer. 

ROAD   AGBNTS 

Since  I S94,  one  or  more  road  agents  have  been  elected  at  tlie 
March  meeting  who  have  had  charge  of  the  highways.  Bristol 
elected  three  each  year  till  1899,  since  then,  only  one.  The  fol- 
lowing have  served : 

1B94     Robert  S.  Hastings 
Henry  A,  Welch 
Builey  M.  Amea 

1895  Horace  N.  Emmona 
Martin  B.  Pray 

1896  Sbeuezer  K.  Fray 
Henry  A.  Welch 


1897  Simeon  H.  Cross 

1698  Nathan  P.  Smith 
Henry  A.  Welch 

1S99  Green  L.  Tilton 

1901  GnstavuB  Bartlett 

190]  A.  H.  Town* 

1903  Henry  A.  Welch 
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STATE  AND  COUNTY  OFFICERS 

STATB   SEKATOHS 

i8»4  Moi«  H.  Bradley  1871      Lewis  W.  Pling 

i8»7  James  Minot  1872       I^wis  W.  Fling 

1835  NaUtaniel  S.  Berry  1883-4  Benlamiu  P.  Perkins 

1836  Nathaniel  S.  Berry  1891-3  Richard  W.  Musgrove 

1869  Cyrus  Taylor  1901-a  Ira  A.  Chase 

1870  Cyrus  Taylor 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONKHS 

Napoleon  B.  Bryant.  1851-1853  George  T.  Crawford,  i87i-'77 

Johu  C.  Blaisdell,  1856;  i86i-'63  Robert  A.  Horner.  iSSi-'Ss 

Oscar  F.  I'owler,  i857-'6o  Silas  S.  Browu,  l88s-'8o 
Samuel  K.  Maaou,  i869-'7i 

COUNTY  TRBASUBERS 
Geortt*:  T.  Crawford,  i868-'69  Robert  A.  Uoruer,  i890~'9s 

RBGISTERS  OV  DEEDS 
Charles  H.  Day,  l877-'8i  George  H.  Kendall,  1895-1903 

COUNTY   JUSTICE 
Oscar  P.  Fowler,  June,  1850-Ang.  1855 

JUDGE  OF   PROBATE 
Samuel  K.  Mason,  July,  1874-Jnly,  1876 

DEPUTY  SHERIFFS 


Simon  Harris,  i8o7-'i8 
Samuel  Ta:r,  i8i3 
Jonatlian  Siudidr,  t8t7 


Joseph  Flanders,  i8i9-'36  David  P.  Prescott,  l864-'74 

Isaac  Fields,  Jr.,  iSai  Charles  H.  Day,  ■874-'76 

Arthur  L.  Webster.  i8a6-'33  William  A.  Beckford,  iStA-'So 

Richard  H,  Sawyer,  ni29-'35  James  T.  Sanboru,  i88o-'83 

John  S.  Bryant,  i836-'4o  Moses  F.  Wilbur,  i883-'85 

Jercminh  II.  Prescott,  i84o-'49  Charles  S.  PUudtrs,  i885-'87 

AsiiMnrtiii,  ia49-'5i  John  II.  Ilrowti,  i887-'9i 

Joseph  S.  ChuBe,  1855  LaForest  S.  Ballon,  iSgi-'M 

David  P.  Prescott,  1856  ■  George  H.  Kendall,  i893-*9s 

James  T.  Sanborn,  i856-'e4  ClareuceA.Suiith,i89S,stillscrviug 

ASSISTANT  CLERK  OF  SENATE 
Ira  A.  Chase,  i883-'86 
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CLBRK  OF  SBNATB 
Ira  A,  Chase,  i887-'90 

ASSISTANT  CI.BRK  OF  HOUSE 
Charles  G.  Emmons,  iStS-'So 

CI.RRK   OP   IIOtlSB 
Charles  G.  Emmons,  i8Si-'83 

CORONBRS 


RBLBGATBS  TO  CONVKWTIONS 

1778.  At  a  convention  held  at  Concord,  June  10,  to  fomi  a 
new  state  constitution,  New  Chester,  Plymouth,  Cockemiouth, 
and  Alexandria  were  represented  by  Francis  Worcester. 

1779.  Sept.  21,  a  convention  was  held  at  Concord  "to 
regulate  the  prices  of  such  articles  as  the  convention  should 
think  best."  Kach  town  was  requested  to  send  a  delegate. 
The  member  from  New  Chester  was  Cart  Huse. 

1781.  The  constitutional  convention  of  1781  Imd  seven 
sessions.  The  first  was  held  June  5,  1781 ;  the  last,  Oct.  31, 
1783.  Twice,  recommendations  were  rejected;  the  third  draft 
proposed  was  adopted  and  became  the  constitution  of  1784. 
New  Chester  elected  John  Smith  to  represent  that  town,  but  he 
evidently  was  not  given  a  seat,  as  New  Chester,  Plymouth, 
Cockennouth,  and  Alexandria  were  represented  by  Francis 
Worcester  and  Samuel  Knierson. 

1788.  In  the  convention  which  met  nt  Hxetcr,  Feb.  13,  to 
ratify  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  New  Cliestcr,  Cock- 
ennouth, and  Alexandria  were  represented  by  Col.  Thomas 
Crawford. 

1791.  In  the  constitutional  convention  at  Concord,  Sept. 
7,  New  Chester,  Bridgewater,  Alexandria,  and  Cockermouth 
were  represented  by  Col.  Thomas  Crawford. 

1850.  In  the  const itntionat  convention  at  Concord  in  1850, 
Bristol  was  represented  by  Frederick  Bartlett,  Ks(i. 

1876.  In  the  constitutional  convention  which  met  at  Con- 
cord, Dec.  6,  1876,  the  members  from  Bristol  were  Marshall  W. 
White  and  William  A.  Beckford. 

1889.  The  member  from  Bristol  to  the  state  constitutional 
convention  which  met  at  Concord,  Jan.  3,  1889,  was  Gustavus 
Roby. 

1903.  Bristol  was  represented  in  the  state  constitutional 
convention  which  met  at  Concord,  Dec.  2,  1902,  by  Hon.  Ira 
A.  Chase. 
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VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENT  AND  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW 
HAMPSHIRE 

Previous  to  1775  the  governor  of  New  Hampshire  was 
appointed  by  the  crown.  In  May,  1775,  the  royal  governor, 
John  Wentworth,  withdrew  and  the  province  was  governed  by  a 
convention,  of  which  Matthew  Thornton  was  president.  A 
temporary  constitution  was  adopted  in  Jannary,  1776,  under 
which  Meshech  Weare  served  as  president  of  the  council  and 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety  till  June,  1784.  Under  the 
constitution  of  1784,  the  chief  executive  of  the  state  was  called 
president,  and  so  continued  till  the  convention  of  1792,  when  the 
title  was  changed  to  governor.  The  following  is  a  record  of 
votes  cast  for  the  chief  executive  of  the  state  from  1784,  when 
the  first  president  of  New  Hampshire  was  elected. 


New 

Chester 

1784 

Mesliech  Weare 
Jofiinli  llnrUctt 
John  ClevelQud 

a7 
'3 

—  41 
36 

1795 
1796 

John  T.  Oilman 
Jpliu  T.  GilnittQ 
Timothy  Walker 

1785 

Joaiah  BarUett 

OUver  Peabody 

John  Sullivan 

19 

John  Laogdou 

1797 

John  T.  Gilmau 

—  56 

'798 

John  T.  Oilman 

.786 

John  I^agdon 

40 

'799 

John  T.  Gilmnii 

.787 

oliii  I.niiR(Ioii 
osiali  DorUett 
ohu  Sullivan 

3a 

1800 

John  T.  Gilinmi 
Kbeuezer  Kimball 

—  44 

i8or 

John  T.  Oilman 

1788 

Joliu  Laugdon 

l803 

No  record 

Joaiah  Bartlett 

• 

1803 

John  T.  Oilman 

.789 

John  Pickering 

36 

John  Langdon 

1790 

John  llckcriiig 
Woodbury  Langdou 

18 
6 

i8q4 

John  T.  Gilmau 

1791  Josiali  Bartlett 

1791  Josiab  Bartlett 

1793  JoBiah  Bartlett 

1794  JohnT.  Gilman 


1805    John  T.  Oilman 
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1811  John  I^n^oD 
Jereinlah  Smith 
Ebenezer  Kimball 


1S13  WUlUm  Plumer 
John  T.  GilinaD 
Scattering 


1S17    William  Plumer 
James  Sbeafe 
Scattciing 


1819  Samuel  Bell 
William  Hale 
Scattering 


Bridgewater 


1789  John  Pickering 

1790  John  Pickering 
Joshua  Went  worth 

1791  Josiah  Bartlctt 
179s    Josiah  Bartlett 

1793  Josiah  Bartlett 

1794  Jobn  T.  Oilman 

1795  J'>'>»  "I*'  Gilman 

1796  Timothy  Walker 
John  T.  Gil  man 

'797  John  T.  Gilman 
Simeon  Olcott 

1798  John  T.  Gilman 

1799  John  T.  Gilman 
Daniel  Morse 

1800  John  T.  Gilman 
Timothy  Walker 
Scattering 


—  36 
47 
38 


John  Langd< 
ohn  T.  GiU 
Scattering 


1807  John  Langdon 
John  T.  Oilman 
Jeremiah  Smith 
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i8ii 

Jirt-miiiltHiiiitti 

1« 

18.S 

J0I111  T.  nilttinii 
WJlliam  I'lumer 

Jolin  T.  Oilitiim 
Willinm  I'lumcr 
Scattering 

—.78 

■8t6 
1817 

No  records 
Jaiuea  Sheafe 
WUliaiii  Plumer 
Jeremiah  Masoti 

1813 

John  T.  Giliuan 
William  Phiitier 

81 

1818 

William  Plumer 
Jeremiah  Mason 
Joimthnii  Jewett 

.814 

JoliH  T.  Gilmon 
William  1-lumcr 

114 
79 

1819 

Samuel  Bell 
WUliain  Hale 

I  Bio 

ShimuitI  Rcll 

9' 

1830 

Timothy  Upliom 

Jolm  Orr 

5 

Matlhew  Ilarvcy 

RoluTt  Siiiilh 

Dnviil  Stcrrcll 

99 

183. 

Samuel  UliiBinoor 
Icbabod  Bartlett 

1811 

Samael  Bell 

86 

John  Orr 
Scnttcriug 

—  91 

.832 

Ichabod  Bartlett 
Samuel  DiuBinoor 

1811 

Saiiiiicl  Bell 

93 

Johi,  Orr 

'8.M 

SciitUTiiit! 

4 
—  99 

Arlliiir  l.ivcrmore 
.Scnlleriiig 

18J3 

U-vi  Wo.Hll.nry 

Bi 

37 

1834 

William  Itadger 

Scatteriug 

3 

George  Kent 

1814 

DaTid  h.  Morrill 

— "3 
97 

Scatteriug 

I^vi  Woodbury 
Scattering 

13 

5 

— 115 

(835 

William  Badger 
Joaepli  Healey 

i8)5 

David  L.  Morrill 

SciiUeriiig 

4 
— 116 

1836 

Isaac  Hill 
George  Sullivan 

1816 

Onvid  L.  Morrill 
Btujamiu   I'ierce 

S 

Scattering 

—  99 

1837 

Inane  Hill 

1817 

llciljiimin  I'lLTCi- 
Scattering 

107 
— 108 

Andrew  Pierce 
William  BadgLT 
Scattering    - 

1818 

Joliti  Bell 

60 

Bcujiiiiiiii  ricTcc 

66 

1838 

James  Wilson 

Scntlcring 

—  ia7 

I»u.c  Hill 
Scattering 

1819 

Jolm  Bell 

84 

Bcnjiimili  I'ierci- 

66 

1839 

Jamen  Wilson 

ScHtterilig 

» 

John  Page 
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1840 

Enoa  SteveuB 

IM 

1851 

64 

Johp  Page 

109 

ThoniaB  B.  Sawyer 

8i 

Scuttering 

3 

John  Atwood 

74 

— ^34 

Nathaniel  S.  Bcny 

3 

IB4I 

RiiOB  StevcuB 

108 

7M 

John  I'aKe 

79 

185  J 

TlioinnR  V,   Siiwycr 

75 

Ditniel  S.  Iloit 

ai 

NoiiU  Martin 

69 

Mfiillcriiig 

John  AtwiHHl 

59 

— 3 10 

Nuthuniel  S.  Berry 

-^ 

1841 

I!  not  StevtMia 
JoliM  H.  White 

66 
3' 

1853 

Noah  Martin 

81 

Daniel  S.  Hoit 

44 

James  Bell 

7^ 

Henry  Hiibburd 

74 

John  S.  White 

70 

Scattering 

2J3 

— 117 

1854 

Nathaniel  B.  Bukor 

89 

1843 

Anthony  Colby 
Henry  Knbburd 

86 
48    . 

JanieB  Belt 
Jared  I'erktnB 

35 
119 

John  H.  White 
Daniel  S.  Holt 

30 

185s 

Nathaniel  B.  Baker 

— 343 
79 

Scattering 

—186 

Ralph  Hetcalf 
Asa  Fowler 
James  BeU 

163 
6 
8 

1844 

Anthony  Colby 

86 

— '55 

Henry  Hubbard 

48 

John  H.  White 

30 

.856 

Ichabod  Goodwin 

13 

Daniel  H.  Hoit 

John  S.  Wells 

70 

Scattering 

— 186 

Ralph  Melcalf 
Scattering 

•S3 

'845 

Anthony  Colby 
John  H.  Steele 
Daniel  S.  Hoit 

75 

1857 

John  S.  Wells 
William  HaUe 

— J37 
78 
'53 

Scattering 

4 

.858 

William  Haile 
Asa  l*.  Catc 

173 
79 

1846 

Nathaniel  S.  Berry 

94 

— a^ii 

Anthony  Colliy 
Jareil  W.  WiJIiiinia 

68 
42 

1859 

Iclialiod  n<MMlwin 

'63 
83 

Scattering 

~JO 

Scattering 

— 347 

1847 

Nathaniel  S.  Berry 

88 

i860 

Ichabod  Goodwin 

r. 

Anthony  Colby 
Jared  W.  Williams 

89 

Asa  P.  Catc 

S" 

— *59 

Scattering 

— M9 

1861 

Nntlianiel  S.  Berry 

15' 

1B48 

Nathaniel  S,  Berry 
Jnrcil  W.  WillliiniH 

166 

7' 

C'.eofgc  Stark 
SoattcfinR 

Anthony  Ccll)y 
Scattering 

S 

1861 

Nathaniel  S.  Berry 
George  Stark 

% 

— S44 

Scattering 

4 

1849 

Samnel  Diasnioor 

61 

—143 

I*vi  Chamberlain 

65 

1863 

Joseph  A.  Gtlmorc 

153 

Nathaniel  S.  Berry 

79 

Ira  A.  Eastman 

86 

— «>5 

Walter  Harrimnu 

18 

1850 

Samuel  Din  a  moor 

68 

— '57 

Nathaniel  S.  Berry 

80 

1864 

Joseph  A.  Gilmore 

190 

LcviChamberhiin 

73 

l^lwanl  W.  Uiirririgton  79 
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■865    I^ralcrlck  Stiiitli  i8G 

Kdward  W.  Harrington  78 

— 264 

1866    Frederick  Stultb  193 

John  G.  Sinclair  8j 

Scattering  i 


1867  Walter  Hairiman 
John  G.  Sinclair 
Scattering 


185 


1870  LoteuEO  D.  Barrows 
Soninel  Flint 
John  Bc(let 
Uualow  Steanis 

1871  Jamca  A.  Weston 
lames  Pike 
Scattering 

1871  John  Blackmer 
James  A.  Westoti 
Kzektel  A.  Straw 

1873  John  Blackraer 
James  A.  Weston 
Bzekiel  A.  Straw 
Samuel  K.  Mason 

1874  John  Blackmer 
James  A.  Weston 
Luthei  McCutcliins 

1875  Person  C.  Clicuey 
Hiram  Roberts 
Nathaniel  White 

1876  Person  C.  Cheney 
Daniel  Marcy 
Asa  S.  Kendall 

1877  Diiltlcl  Mnrcy 
llenjniiiin  1'.  Prcscott 
Scntti;rinir 


187 
— 33S 


I'all  KlectioiiB 
1878     Natt  Head 

Prank  McEean 
Warren  G.  Brown 


[88d    Charles  H,  Bell  344 

Frank  Jones  145 

Warren  G.  Brown  3 

— 39 
Samuel  W.  Hale  aaa 

M.  V.  B.  Udgerly  150 

Scattering  I 

r— 37 

18S4    Moodv  Currier  343 

John  M.  Hill  150 

I^rkln  D.  Mason  8 

George  Carpenter  3 

— 40 
886    Charles  H.  Sawyer        3oi 
Thouiaa  Cogswell  170 

Joseph  Wentworth  7 

37 

888  David  H.  Goodale  348 
Charles  H.  Amsden  185 
Edgar  h.  Carr  7 

— 44 
890    Hiratn  A.  Tnttle  23a 

Clinrles  H.  Auuden  177 
J.  M.  Fletcher  9 

— ^41 
John  B.  Smith  133 

Luther  F.  McKenney  180 
William  O.  Noyes  3 

— 41 

894    Charles  A.  Bnsiel  335 

Henry  O.  Kent  135 

George  D-  Bppa  3 

Daniel  C.  Knowles  5 

— 36 

B96  George  A.  Ranudell  345 
Henry  O.  Kent  88 

John  O.  Berry  11 

George  W.  Barnard  13 
Harry  H.  Acton  13 

— ^37 

1898    Frank  W.  Rollins  330 

Ciinrlcs  V.  Stone  138 
Augustus  G.  Stevens      11 
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SCHOOL  TEACHERS 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  who  have  tanght  school  in 
Bristol  since  1850,  and  is  as  near  complete  as  can  be  gathered 
from  imperfect  records.  No  record  exists  of  school  teachers 
previous  to  this  date.  Some  of  those  named  in  this  list  taught 
many  years  previous  to  1850,  The  date  at  the  left  indicates 
when  the  name  first  appears  on  the  record ;  the  figures  at  the 
right  give,  unless  otherwise  specified,  the  number  of  terms 
taught. 


1851 


1850    RAchel  If.  Uoore 
Jane  L.  Moore 
Maria  G.  Ayer 
Margaret  H.  Sleeper 
S.  C.  Roby 
S.  S.  Preston 
Elleo  S.  Sumner 
Laura  I,.  Mudgett 
Angelltia  Robinsou 
Sarah  A.  Sleeper 
AiiKelliin  D.  SiiiUh 
Mary  H.  Cummin^ 
Keubea  Rollins 
Amy  A.  Sargeot 
Milan  Gravee 
MisB  P.  W.  Pope 
Mary  Fierce 
Phineas  B.  Smith 
Martha  A.  Smith 
Maiy  Moore 

1853  Levi  N.  I.eavitt 
Bmilv  Baton 
Davia  Plnmmer 
Henrietta  A.  Wright 
Sarah  J.  Woodman 
Mn>.  R.  E.  Wells 
Suaan  E-  Bartlett 
Julia  A.  Peabody 
Alpheua  C.  Mittrhell 
Lydia  C.  Bean 
Susan  D.  Hazel  tine 
Lucy  Ann  Hardy 

1854  Prisdlla  W.  Pike 
Hmma  H.  Chose 


i8j5    Sarah  M.  Nickerson 
jolin  Sauboru 
Abbie  A.  Locke 
S.  J.  Hawkins 
Annie  M.  Pierce 
Celesta  E.  Doton 
Uary  F.  Person 
Kate  S.  Smith 
Laura  A.  Cass 
Marin  A.  Pike 
Olive  J.  Cheney 

1856    Sarah  C.  Moore 
lUlen  A.  Sibley 
Oriettc  Whiddcu 
Mary  A.  Woolson 
Harriet  A.  Rogets 
Mary  E.  George 
C.  A.  Bean 
A.  Ann  Hnckins 

IulU  A.  SpiUer 
lartha  A.  Clark 
Ludna  G.  Pike 
Jonathan  T. Jackson 
Rebecca  R.  Haines 
Susan  M.  Ross 
Lizzie  A.  Randall 
Kate  S.  Sawyer 
Almira  S.  Dolloff 
Amanda  A.  Preacott 
1859     Eliza  S.  lilton 

Charles  R.  Heath 
Annie  Huckins 
Julia  A.  Gordon 
Carrie  S.  Culver 
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Abblc  M.  Mitcliell 

1       1867 

A.  Heliasa  Gordon                i 

Mnry  li.  Kerriu 

L.  H.  Wllflon                          I 

Harriet  B.  Darling 

5       i»9 

Emma  M.  FUndcrs                i 

Elijia  A.  Foster 

Martha  S.  Nelson                    2 

Josephine  Moore 

Kate  L-  Roby                      '     4 

Martha  Emmons                   3 

MaHa  Pattee 

Clara  M.  Damon                      a 

Hden  S.  Locke 

Marcns  L-  Emmons                i 

S.  P.  LoDgee 

Aunie  W.  George                    i 

MisB  A.  H.  Sargent 
MlM  A.  C.  GocSwlu 

a      1871 

Nellie  H.  Day                          1 

Etta  U.  Ray                           i 

MarvJ.Gilmiin 

Mary  B.  Bartlett  i 
Nellie  A.  Wallace                  a 

Sural)  H.  Roby 
Hiss  S.  A.  C.  Bean 

Lovertia  B.  Bmmons            1 

Hiss  M.  J.  Cltue 

1       187J 

Belle  Calley  i 
Mary  E.  Tflton                      3 

I^vl  D.  Johnson 

Mehitable  D   WeUa 

Almeda  M.  Emerson            i 

Miss  L.  B.  Hardy 

BmniaS.  Heath                     i 

Myra  S.  RandaU 

LiiEie  S.  Morgan                     2 

Mary  F.  FcHows 

Mary  B.  Batchelder  1 
Ida  j.  Gibbs                            I 

RcbcTca  r.  CliMC 

George  B.  Colbuni 

Laura  Jackman                        i 

Sara  M.  C.  Mnsgrove 

5       '873 

Flora  J.  Wells                        a 

Sarah  F.  Herbert 

MahaU  Batchelder                  i 

Hannah  Fisher 

Jennie  S.  Bmmons                6 

FanuT  B.  Spalding 

Cinda  W.  Heath                       1 

William  Reed,  Jr. 

Mary  O.  Taylor                        t 

Addte  H.  Bniniona 

BUa  J.  George                          i 

Stillman  Clark 

I       1874 

Ida  M.  Dolloff                          5 

Julia  A.  E.  Wallace 

Mary  H.  Clay                        3 

Mnry  B-  Patten 

Miss  L.  M.  Estey                  1 

M.  Angic  Vcnton 

llirie  Straw                                2 

Miss  A.  B.  Crawford 

I       1875 

Ida  1.  Dalton  i 
Anthe  Robinson                    2 

M.Jeunle  Curtice 

AQua  B.  Cheney 

Henry  C.  Wells                     1 

Narcissa  T.  Nutter 

Lilla  A.  Nelson                        4 

M.  Praocea  Stewart 

Hisa  H.  F.  Bmmons               3 

Mary  E.  Patten 
Annie  M.  Mitchell 

I       1876 

David  B.  Plumer                     3 

Miss  L.  D.  Calley                    i 

Mary  A.  Locke 

Pinetta  E.  Nelson                  i 

Nellie  T.  Burleigh 

I       1877 

Mary  P.  Payson  j 
Emma  O.  Cnrtice                  2 

Bmnia  A.  Sibley 

AddJc  C.  Uavitt 

l,l7Mc  F.  Clement                   I 

Hninia  U.  Dolloff 

Mrs.  L.  D.  SluiondH              1 

Harriet  A.  Pike 

Clara  M.  Smith                        i 

S.  Jennie  Dearborn 

I       187S 

Caro  T.  Gordon                     a 

Susan  A.  Pearson 

N.  Frances  Baatman               i 

Emma  P.  Dolloff 

Herbert  E.  Drake                  3 

Sarah  G.  Sumner 

Sara  M.  Swett                           a 

Ella  J.  BorUett 

Annie  M  Randolph              i 

Frances  A.  Flnmer 

I^ura  Whittemore                  3 

Snrnh  B.  Teclc 

I       1879 

Ilnttle  Snnbom                        i 

K.  AiitiaTilton 

1       188^ 

l^mma  M.  Mndgctt  i 
Mnry  Abbie  Bishop                t 

AbbieA.  R.  Ilnycn 

l^ittrn  A.  Crockett 

Grace  )i.  Whitcoiiib                I 

Sarah  L.  I'lutucr 

tiule  B.  Bishop                   5 

Dorcas  D.  Calley 

i       iSSi 

Cora  A.  Haslingn                   i 

H.  H.  C.  Ayer 

Rebecca  R.  BUke                    ■ 

Addie  A.  Butrick 

3       18S) 

Nellie  M.  Patten                    3 

Uura  Ellsworth 

Nellie  B.  Hnnkins                3 
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iSSa 

Addle  A.  EmCTf 

7      189J 

J.  HamieSwain 

Ella  ThompBon 

I      1893 

Kate  T.  Piper 

1SS3 

EHb  p.  Atwood 

M.  A.  Hutchlns 

Lura  M.  Sl«per 

P.  E.  Hall 

Annnbelle  Pmcott 

fi.  V.  Plandcr. 

Alice  L.  Entw 

M.  H.  Dolloff 

Mrs.  H.  Taylor  Heath 

Mary  D.  Muagrove 
Ida  P.  Pattce 

Laura  3- Sanborn 

I      1894 

188+ 

Snde  M.  Plunders 
Kat«  Child 

Surah  A.  Itttzpatrick 
A.  E.  Flandem 

Delia  A.  Tllton 

j  :i^ 

Grace  M.  Taylor 

Mand  M.  Kaox 

Margaret  J.  Price 

Uule  HMerrey 

Grace  M,  Dearborn 

1885 

Uinnie  M.  Howard 
MiDB  HiU 
Sarah  M.  Prpc 
Etta  I,.  Clifford 

Daiay  M.  Dearborn 
S.  Ivanettc  Sleeper 
Flora  D.  Adams 
Edith  P.  Wheel 

Sara  A.  finrldgh 
Mary  A.  Moirlll 

15      1897 

Alice  Johnson 
Ivie  V.  Foster 

1S86 

Uaud  I.  Heath 
G.  W.  Gilman 
Alice  J.  Gove 
Almeda  M.  Cnrtica 

5      1898 

EUa  M.  Howard 
Sadie  H.  Batcbelder 
Susan  K.  Weaton 

I      '899 

M.  Eva  Rand 

Bertha  O,  Cawley 

Rose  J.  Clement 

1887 

NelUe  P.  Mttdgett 

Hannah  H.  Sleeper 

Carrie  B.  Sanborn 

Aletea  E.  Smith 

18S8 

C.  L.  Brown 

Corronu  I.  Weston 

1S89 

Amy  B.  Drake 

Soe  Weston 

J.  P.  Tncker 

I      1900 

Knth  W.  Favor 

D.  M.  Thomu 

Annie  B.  Bailey 

M.  N.  Reading 

Helen  I.  Cluy 
Mabelle  A.  Cartlce 

1890 

Lela  M.  Pray 

Mina  T.  Kelley 
Ida  If.  Flandera 

7      1901 

Ira  Edgeriy 
Carrie!,.  Home 

1891 

Anne  h.  Jvdkini 
A.  M.  Haatlnga 
A.  Plaudera 
Plora  D.  CaU 

Vivian  A.  George 
Abble  A.  Cnrtice 
Bvrtha  Matthews 
Agnes  H.  Rowell 

E.  M.  Brown 

3      J903 

Hurrlet  Wheet 

1893 

M.  I.  Sleeper 
Mabelle  Roble 

Orrcn  E.  Kingsbary 
Jessie  Babcock 
Mary  L.  Cnmmlngs 

Nettie  E.  Wheet 

UNION    DISTRICT 


1867    Sarah  L.  Dbv 

A.  Melissa  Gordon 
Addle  H.  Bmmona 
Bllen  H.  Pisher 

1S69    Miss  E.  E.  Meservey 
George  B.  McCIellan 

1870  Juliette  Flnmmer 
Annette  R.  Huntoon 
Kate  P.  George 
Mary  P.  Alton 
Anna  H.  Knox 

1 871  Josephine  Moore 


1871     Sarah  E.  Coffin 
Nancy  A.  Dnrgin 
Austin  S.  Chase 
George  A.  Emerson 
Eva  P.  Bum  ham 
Emma  M.  Crawford 
Mary  P.  French 

1874  Lydia  A.  Webster 
Bva  G.  Swan 
Addle  A.  Buttrick 
Lillian  S.  Abbott 

1875  Eva  P.  Buruham 


187a 


1873 
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i87S  IClixit  A.  I'liiiKkrR 
IraA.  Clinae 

876  Mae  L.  Blckford 
Sarah  P.  Webfltcr 
Siute  Prescott 

877  Litis  A.  Nelson 
George  H.  Calley 

1878  B.  Belle  CaUey 
Etta  PavMn 

879  Mary  Abbie  Bishop 
Lizlle  Calley 

880  Marj  I,.  Aldrich 
Missly.  M.  Hnle 
Flora  P.  Cilley 
Kate  L.  Roby 

883  Adilie  M.  Drake 
Mary  M.  Cass 

885  Clara  M.  Smith 
Luella  J.  Locke 
A.  B.  Crawford 

886  Btliel  A.  LittlcfiL-ld 
Aiiiicttu  II.  Cnrlelon 
Cnrrie  C.  IJcurboni 
Amy  B.  Drake 
Helen  A.  Taylor 
Lizzie  M.  Page 
Lizzie  B.  Bishop 
Georgia  E.  Page 
Jobu  P.  Drake 
Elizabeth  A.  Nelson 

1890  Mary  A.  Morrill 
Maud  I.  ILeatli 

'Still  teocUiug. 


1893 
1894 
•895 

1896 
1898 


Lucy  Nelson 
Owen  W.  MUls 
Arthnr  L-  Smith 
Emogene  Roby  1 

LetUe  C.  Butrick 
Arthur  T.  Seymour 
Albert  L.  Pitcher 
Liiiie  A.  Jones 
Ardena  Ity^a 
Florence  Bowles 
J.  Mamie  Swain 
Leona  Howard 
S.  B.  Goodale 
Mary  L.  Mndgett 
Inez  M.  Maynard 
E.  M.  Hamuian 
Lena  F.  Smith 


3yra 
4yrB 

4yr8 


5  yrs       190a 


Eva  J.  Barney 
Grace  M.  Dearborn 
I'lorenre  Dodge 
Fannie  M.  Stimson 
Mabel  P.  Lane 
Enid  H.  Adams 
E.  Belle  Calley  " 
Bertha  Holbrook 
Clara  M.  lugalls  * 
Laura  M.  Br^g 
Alice  P.  Sargent  • 
Maud  L>  I'arkcr  * 


4  yrs 
lyr 

a  yrs 
lyr 
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POPULATION 

In  Hay,  1773,  the  Genenil  Assembly  apportioned  to  the 
four  towns  named  below  one  representative,  based  on  the  polls 
and  estates  as  (ollows : 

Plymouth  .  •      £7  polU  90  eatate* 

New  Cherter  .  y     "  30      " 

Cockermontb  .      ao     "  17      " 

Alexandria  .  .  i3     "  9      " 

Oct.  15,  1773,  Gov.  Wentworth  ordered  an  inuiiediate  cen- 
sus of  the  state  to  be  taken.  The  return  from  New  Chester  was 
as  follows : 

Men,  16  to  60,  nnmarried          ...  5 

Meo,  36  to  60,  married       .  '      3> 

Boy*,  iti  and  under        ....  63 

Hen,  60  yean  and  upwards  .3 

Female*,  unmarried      ....  46 

Female*,  married                .  -      33 

Widows                         ■    o;    slaves  o 


A   census  of   New  Chester  taken  by  the  selectmen  SqH. 

9i  >  775.  was  as  follows : 


Males,  under  16 
Moles,  16  to  50,  Bi 
Males,  above  50 
Males,  In  army 
Females 
Slaves 


The  following  is  a  return  made  by  the  selectmen  of  New 
Chester  Sept.  25,  1783: 

Number  of  white  inbabitants  ■  ■  ■  353 

Number  of  blacl:  inhubitants  .        o 
Number  of  dwelling  houses              ...  26 

Number  of  barns  and  other  bnildlngs  z8 

Number  of  acres  of  laud         ....  37.300 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Dec.  12,  1783,  tlie  number  of  male  polls,  twenty-one  years 
of  age  and  upwards,  in  New  Chester,  was  reported  as  sixty-six. 

of  New  Cliester  taken  in  April,    17S6,  showed 
Males  254 

Females  24.3 


In  1790,  thecem 
follows : 


Mnlea  above  1 6 
Males  under  r6 
Females 


s  of  New  Chester  and  Bridgewater  was  as 


New  Cheater    Bridgewater 


Bristol    Bridgewater    New  Chester 


1790     . 

iSoo 

iSio 

181Q 

•  675 

1830        . 

799 

1S40 

.   ",IS3 

1850        . 

1.103 

t86o 

.   1,114 

:i^  •  .  ■ 

1,416 
.   '.35» 

.890  . 
■900 

.  •  .  ,':S 

'  In  1790,  there  were  158  negro  slaves  in  New  Hampshire.     Of  the«, 
twenty-^ne  were   in   Grafton  county,  distribnted  as  follows:  Plymontb   . 
and  Haverhill,  cacli  four;  Oriord  and  PJermoat,  each  three;  Hanover, 
two ;  Bath,  Bartlett,  Bridgewater,  Cauipton,  and  Orange,  each  one. 
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APPENDIX  E 


After  Chapter  IV,  of  this  volume,  was  printed  the  (oltowing 
affidavit  was  discovered  on  record  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of 
Deeds  at  WoodsviUe  by  George  H.  Kendall,  register,  and  by 
■him  kindly  copied  for  this  history.  This  affidavit  is  self  explan- 
itory  : 

DepMition  of  Joetatu  Tolford  Hay  ai,  1814  recorded  95-110. 

I,  Joahna  Tolford  of  lawfnl  age  testify  and  mit,  that  Robert  Fletcher, 
Snrveyor,  went  with  my  father,  John  Tolford,  William  Tolford  & 
Tbomae  Wells,  Committee  for  New  Chester  to  mn  the  lines  for  the  towu 
of  New  Chester  he  came  on  dnriag  the  Indian  Wars  and  found  a  camp 
jnat  deserted  with  aaties  not  cold,  he  run  the  northerly  line  and  marked 
k  beach  tree  with  coppers,  be  then  struck  for  the  wt^terlv  line  and  run 
about  a  mile  and  marked  a  lever  wood  tree  which  liu  called  an  uliii  tree 
and  which  1  have  seen,  being  frightened  by  the  Indlaua  he  run  no 
farther,  but  made  his  plan,  making  fictitious  boundaries  and  retonied 
It  to  the  Committee.  The  Committee  were  dlssBtlsSed  and  went  them- 
selves with  the  Committee  for  Alexandria  with  me  seventeen  hundred 
and  sbc^-five  and  again  run  the  line,  we  started  at  a  hemlock  tree  for- 
merly the  comer  between  New  Chester  and  Alexandria  and  run  south 
fifty  three  degrees  west  ten  and  three  fourths  miles  by  estimation  and 
found  the  beech  tree  marked  by  Fletcher ;  we  then  run  to  the  lever  wood 
tree  and  found  there  must  have  been  a  mistake  or  some  deception  In 
Fletcher's  survey.  I  then  made  a  plan  of  the  town  and  sent  it  to  the 
Maaonlan  proprietors,  making  the  western  line  of  New  Chester  a  thorongh 
line  from  the  beech  tree  to  tlie  maple  tree  the  northestem  corner  of 
Andover.  The  Masonlan  proprietors  met  and  adopted  my  plan  aa  the 
true  plan  of  the  town  and  called  Fletcher  to  an  account  for  his  misman- 
agement. Fletcher  said  he  knew  he  did  not  run  the  lines  and  put  up 
monuments  as  he  ought,  that  what  lines  he  drew  on  his  plan  were  Imag- 
inary and  not  the  true  ones,  na  I  had  proved  to  the  Proprietora  they 
could  not  be  the  true  ones,  and  Fletcher  said  he  believed  mine  to  be  cor- 
rect accoidiug  to  tlie  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  charter.  He  owned 
one  fourth  part  of  the  towu  of  Akicandria.  The  survey  and  plan  which  1 
returned  to  the  Proprietors  was  always  after  considered  &  acknowledged 
to  be  the  true  one.  since  that  time  I  have  preambuUted  the  lines  eleven 
times  and  always  run  the  western  line  of  New  Chester  from  the  beech  to 
the  maple  tree  and  never  knew  the  Hue  to  be  diluted  before.  I  was  for 
thirty  yeafs  Clerk  for  the  Proprietors  of  New  Cheater  and  have  in  my 
hands  the  original  plan  drawn  by  Fletcher  which  was  always  considered 
to  be  erroneous.  The  beech  tree  referred  to  made  the  south  west  comer 
of  Alexandria  formerly  now  Daubury,  and  also  the  comer  of  land  called 
by  Fletcher  Hcidlebcrg  but  which  was  never  charter  by  that  uume. 

Joshua  Tolford, 
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ADDITIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS 

I'bR^  55'     !''»'  Col.  Johii  Go(f  born  1801  rend  1701. 

I'li^t:  60.     Sl-coikI  line  (rum  iKiItoin,  for  187H  read  1778. 

I'jij5e  84.  I'or  south-cust  earlier  of  Lot  38  in  Kirat  Division  read 
north -t^ast  corner. 

Pu){e  114.  Fifth  line  from  top,  for  "not  snlHcient  to  niadc"  rend  not 
suflident  to  make. 

Pnge  115.     For  5ylvanU!i  W.  Sweat  read  SjlvanuB  W.  Swett. 

Pages  116,  111.  I'or  William  11.  llanuaford  read  William  P.  llanna- 
ford. 

Pii^e  117.     I'or  Amnsa  Ilighlnmls  reail  Amnna  Ililandn. 

Page  IJ3.     I'or  William  A.  Bickford  toikI  William  A.  Beckford. 

Ptige  151.     I'or  Joseph  Mnlvcm  read  Joseph  Melviii. 

Page  177.     I'irsl  line,  for  i88r  rend  1781. 

Page  ICQ.     Por  Tlioiuits  H.  Ungood,  Co.  I),  reiul'Co.  C. 

I'agea  363.  163.     I'or  Huocb  Molvern  read  Mclvin. 

Page  j8o.  Seventh  Hue  from  top,  for  "which  was  coatinucd"  read 
which  were  continueil. 

Pages  381  and  291.     For  Aspenwall  read  Asplnwall. 

Page  318.     I'or  Oliver  Blake  read  Oliver  S.  Blake. 

Page  334.    For  Diiniel  Smith  read  Daiiiel  S.  Smith. 

1'<>K^M.1.S-     I'or  Addie  J.  Knimoiis  Tt^uA  Addie  H.  limmona. 

I'ngy  in>  I'or  Dr.  ilrudliuid,  nceuiid  line  from  bottom,  rend  Dr. 
llromlhead  Weiitwortli. 

I'nUe  348.     I'or  Britlaiiica  read  Britaunica. 

Pages  368  and  394.  I'or  Nathuuiel  G.  Upton  read  Nathaniel  G. 
Upham. 

Page  404.     For  Alvah  A.  Veasey  read  Albion  A.  Veasey. 

Page  405.     Por  S.  S.  Sanborn  read  S.  S.  Merrill. 

Page  416.    For  Dr.  John  Charles  Wheet  read  Jotiii  Carlos  Wheet. 

Page  419.     For  Edward  S.  Foster  read  Edwlu  S.  Poster. 

Page  484,     For  Kendrick  read  Kenrick. 

Page  491.     For  Marion  Douglass  read  Mariea  Douglas. 

I'oge  433-     For  "first  election  tliercafter  occurred  Jan.,  1873,"   ^e^A 

.87J. 

The  town  of  Cockermouth, 
constituted  what  is  now  ,,    . 

"See  Gen.,"  used  in  many  places  iu  this  volume,  means  See  Gcuealo- 
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INDEX 


This  index  contains  the  names  of  all  persons  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding puK'^"  '•  Also  tlie  nauies  of  towns,  cities,  mountains,  laliea,  rivers, 
brooks,  rouds,  streets,  battlefields,  colleges,  cliurclies,  etc.,  etc.,  and 
many  topics. 

The  figures  following  tlie  name  refer  to  the  page  where  it  may  be 
found.  Tlie  superiors  at  the  right  of  the  figures  indicate  the  number  of 
tlnies  the  name  appears  on  the  page. 

The  names  of  New  Cheater,  Dridgewater,  llristol,  and  Hill  arc  not 
iudened. 

Where  no  state  is  given  New  Hampshire  may  be  understood,  with 
IS  as  the  names  of  large  cities  like  Boston. 


Abbott,  Capt. 

170 

Charles  P.          y>2 

y>3*.  S'o.  337' 

George  J. 

3'5'.  319 

James  M. 

»i5 

Lillian  S. 

5'8 

Abel  block     83,  117, 

'43'.  399".  403. 

433,  4.T4 

Abel,  William  II. 

1 19,  384.  399 

Aborigines 

18,17 

Academy  hall 

357 

Accidents,  Fa  tot 

447-45* 

Achin,  William 

Ackermao,  Fred  H. 

143.  338.  433. 

434".  494.  497.  5o8 

Jacob 

116 

Nahum 

I3fi* 

Acton,  Henry  H, 

5  IS 

Adams,  Ambrose  S. 

361 

Charles  1'. 

*58 

Elisha 

384,  393 

Enid  H. 

5'9 

Flora  D. 

5'8 

George  H. 

'5„? 

Harrison 

358' 

■  Israel 

355* 

John                        11 

1,376,377.  39[ 

John  1'. 

377, 393 

Joseph 

453 

Nicholas 

453, 483, 485 

Philip 

453 

William 

116 

Adelina  Concert  Co. 

433 

Aiken,  John 

39.  30.  35 
"5 

Albany 
Albany,   N.  Y. 

17' 
55.  **» 

Albee,  Samuel 

367 

Alcott,  Simeon 

511 

498 

5'9 

378 
3,S4.  396" 
486,  491 

338,  437* 


Aldrich.  Caleb 

Mary  L. 

Alcxiinder,  Don  P. 

Don  P.  &  Co. 

Horace  T. 

Jeasie  D. 

IiiicluH  C. 

Martha  D. 

Alexander  &  Davis 

Alexander  &  George  400 

Alesandria    1,  3,  j',  4,  5',  8,  13,  17, 

19*.  .3°'.  39'.  41.  43".  50.  51.  fii'. 

65',  66',  67',  68',  77,  78,  80,  81, 

90",  94,  116*.  117',   130,  131,  138, 

141',  167.  170.  171.  173.  "73. 175'. 

183.  183,  184,  1;^,  303,  316,  319*, 

331".   333',    139,   345,   346.   347*, 

348',  349'.  353',  359",   365,   166. 

370.  375.  377,  3B0,  383,  385,  aB8', 

393',  394',  396,  299,  304,  310,  313, 

3'.'i'.  3'7.  347.  166,  367",  385, 386, 

396,  411",   413',  4r3',   414,   430, 

43+.  44'*.  447.  448'.  4.54- 460.  464, 

476'.  489.  5IQ',  530.  533' 

Alexandria  Addition  43 

Alexandria  hitis         3,  116,411.448 

Alexandria  meadows  7' 

Alexandria  phalanx  333 

Alexandria,  Va.  319,  330 

Algonquin  Race  19 

Allen,  Isaac  387 

John  118,  194*,  399,  386 

Minor  314 

Reuben  386 

Alton,  Mary  P.  518 

Alton  146,  147 

American  Dar  Association  4^9 

American  nducatioii  Society  90, 370 
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AiiR-ricnii  lloiiiL-  Miss.  Sot 

J?3« 

Atwood,  BlU  V. 

5i8 

Ames,  Hurley  M.       373.   ; 

Esquire 
Mnldah 

463 

40a,  419,  4ai*.  437,  508 

379 

Maiy  A. 

,       437' 

John 

333'.  446 

Allies  &  Mnson 

384 

John 

514' 

Auiesbury,  Mass. 

411 

Joiiathaa 

89 

Auherat 

137".  138 

Mo«es                    89, 

»6.„7..|4 

Auioskeng                             33,  35,  363 

Amoskcag  Falla 

33' 

Anbtira 

Anioskeng  ladiaua 

19 

Ansment,  Sarah  M. 

415 

Amsdeu.  Clinrles  U. 

5'5" 

Austin,  Charles 

311 

AiDSftcu.  s.  n. 

303 

Austrnlinn  Imllot  systei: 

II                 508 

Ancuirt  tlnkr  o[  UiiitwlWork- 
niL-n                                        441 

Avery,  lihcii 
Ayer,  1'.  I). 

^ 

AiidctaoiiviUc,  Gn. 

303,  333 

Francis 

I9» 

Aiidover     14,  39,  77*,  138. 

139*,  160, 

II.  11.  C. 

S17 

347.  349-  »55.  ^70.  »75'. 

393. 408*. 

ohn            log-,  no'. 

tI3,   144,  399 

4'i.53J 

; uduh ■ 

Audover,  Mass. 

11,  .108 

397 

AiKloverTlieological Seminary   303 

Maria  G. 

516 

Andrew,  Samuel 

3^7 

OUs 

413,  461' 

Auecdotes  alid  Incidents 

459-470 

Angel.  Thomas  C. 

399 

Babb.  J.  P. 

3"8 

Anuala  of  the  Tcwn 

"'"S 

Babcock.  Jessie 

518 

Auiiapolis.  Md. 

Bachelor,  Elijah 
"Bachelor's  Song,  The' 

369 

Autictem,    Md. 

334" 

'a  poem  340 

Antipedo  Baptists 

3"I 

Badger,  Col. 

173 

Antiquarian  Society,  N.  H 

305' 

Prank  S. 

315 

Antrim 

415 

Leaader 

III,  III,  507 

Apache  Indians 

']l 

William 

51? 

Apihilnchian  Club 

Raid,  William 

h 

Ai))H)iiaujt,  R.  I. 

316 

Bniley,  Annie  IJ. 

433.  5'8 

Aijueduct  Co.          384. 385, 413,  415, 

464.465 

426'.  437,  455 

Baker,  A.  W. 

43» 

Aquia  Creek,  Va. 

Charles 

391 

Arlington,  R.  I. 

317 

Henry  M. 

iS:ii 

Army  of  the  James 

305,  30S 

Larkfn 

Army  of  the  Potomac 

MI',    302, 

Moses 

rSP 

103,  206',  arg 
Arnold,  Beliedict 

Nathaniel  B. 

334.  5 '4' 

167 

Stephen  C. 

113 

Samuel          394.  395.  39S.  299.  310 

Thomas  Copt. 

ao*,  21' 

Willinm 

398 

Bilker's  pond 

3.^8.  359 

Ash.  MoBW 

30..  458 

Baker'a  river     19,  3a,  31 

1.34.  36',  37, 

Aaliliuul     13.  113,  110,367, 

,  370,  389, 

474 

318,  320,  32T= 

Baketel,  O.  S. 

389.  391 

Ashland  loU-bridge 

r>3.487 

Balch.  John 

'36 

282',  391 

Bald  Head 

16 

Asquanichumauke  river 

30,33 

Bald  Knob 

13,  16 

506 

Baldface 

13',  16 

Assiatant  ilcrks  of  aclliite 

509 
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Mnry  E.  516 

Vivian  A.  518 

William       393,  395,  307',  441,  302 

George's  Mills,  Alexandria  377 

George's  Mills,  Daubury       83,  124 

Germany  313,  314,  315,  348 
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Gofl's  Falls  55 

Goffatowa  13,  179,  340 

Golden,  Calvin  506 

Winsor  64, 68 

Golden  hill  122 

Golden  Gate  Association  317 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


I1STOKY   OP   BRISTOL 


Goldsboro,  N.  C. 

r^ 

Ganic 

Good  Templara 
Goodale,  David  H. 
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349,  »7o.  ^5.  »88,  393,  394,  299, 

303.  304.  306.  308.  34".  386".  411. 

4T4,  4'5'.  416'.  430.  434.  44i' 

Hebron.  East  95 

Heddlng,  Elifata  171*,  373',  390*.  393 

Heidlebourg        30',  39,  43',  61,  533 

Height  of  principal  paints  8 

"Hell's  Half  Acre"  158 

Hemlock  brook  5,  6,  118,  391 

Hemlock  hill  3 

Hemp  hill  3,  116,  117,  334,  478 

Hemphill,  J.  D.  378 

Heuhill,  Samuel  361 


Herbert,  Jotiah  88 

Sarah  P.  517 

Herbert  &  George  40a 

Hermon,  Me.  410 

Hereford  39.  4*' 

Herring,  Henry  39,  30,  35 

Hersey.  Myron  L.  355 

Stephen  S.  355 

Htsleni,  William  I3i 

Hibbard.  E.  A.  409 

RcT.  Mr.  353 

Hibird,  Richard  ^ 
High  street       49*.  0.  «'6.  '3*.  '33i 

148.  330,  433,  479 

Hight,  Prank  P.  403 

Hlgliwayt  1'4-135 

Highways,  Committee  to  Lay 

Out  506 

Highway!  Hacadamiied  135 

Highways,  Surveyors  of  503 

Hilands,  Amasa  S.  117,  441 

Samuel  133,  377,  446 

Hildreth,  James  W.  433 

Hill,  Henry  O.  306 

Isaac  500' 

Isaac,  Hon.  83,  513' 

John  M.  515 

Mlua  518 

Thomas  313 

Hill  Center  Chrlitian  Church     354 

Hill  Comet  band  491 

Hills,  C.  D.  189 

Hillsboro  137 

HlllBboto  county  13 

Hillsdale  College  317 

Hillside  avenue  133, 133,  403 

Hilton,  Dudley  501 

Wiiithrop  30 

Hllloii  Hcuii,  S.  C-     JoS",  118,  331', 

Histoncal  Sodetv,  N.  H.  305 

History  0/  Mancfiesler  19,  363 

Hislory  0/  New  Hampshire        359 

History  of  Warren  140 

Hitchcock,  Charles  H.      1,  ff,  7.  t6 

Hobart,  David     16B',  170',  171',  173, 

'7S' 

G.  M.  344 

Jnmea  366 

Jeremiah  330 

Hobbs,  "Master"  335 

Hog  Island  4 

Ho^- Reeves  514 

Hoit.  Daniel  S.  514' 

Ilolbrook,  Bertha  519 

Holden.  Benjamin  P.  381*,  430 

Benjamin  P.,  Jr.        343.  850,  383, 

418*,  43a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


lloldcii,  Sniiiucl]{.        337,381,409, 

4iS",4i9.  430.  431,497 
Holden  &  Co.  93,  36a.  38a 

HoUteruess       77,  170,  171,  1S3,  183, 

J34.  ■iio,  314'.  315 
Holland,  Stephea  44 

Holland  &  Hetupbill  37S 

HolliB  a; 

Holtnau,  Calvin  383,  391,  337 

Holiiira,  CbarlcB  W,    361,  378',434, 

436 


Siiiiu 


slio|)  361 

Holt,  Krye  88,  151*,  295',  398 

Cathenoe  V.  361 

Jolinttinii  66,  69 


Hoi 


Henry  C 

ll.»»i'r.»n 


1,  A.  W. 


(•iinnin,  Itriiitol  fi^ 

Miiiiia-ii|i!illiic  MliI.  Sou.  414 

Hook.  Alinilmiti  373 

llimkHtll  363 

IliHijiur,  Joahli  389,  391,  337 

llu|ikiiitoii        14,  130,  148,  397,  371, 

4TJ 

Iloreb  Colnmatidery  434 

Home,  Augustus  P.  306 

Carrie  1,.  518 

CliarlcB  II.  197,  106 

HoriieT.  Robert  A.  34s.  338,  355, 

^T.^.  .OS.  .v)7.  J99.  ■!"•.  43t.  ■183. 
4vy.  5"7-  509' 

Host  L'oiM|i:iiiy  4^5 

lloHiiler,  Keuliell  195,  396 

llolc-l  BrUlol  74.  '5".  '5*''  30*. 

'339.  404.  405.  43a.  435.  489,  49' 
Hough,  George  138 

House.  Clerkaof  510 

How,  Hereon  88 

Howard,  Col.  36,  309 

3»5 
5'8 
157 
74.  368- 


HHa 

V.\\n  M. 


Lewis 

Miuuie  M. 

0.0. 

Saiuuel  A. 
1  Id  ward  ColtcRe 
Howe.  ClmrUaC. 


Joi.e|.b  W. 
Mosen  It. 
Nnlliiiiiii'l 
Sylvester  D. 
Hoyt.  A.  P. 
Hoiiinltiiti 
llelijaliHii  K. 

35" 


545 
184,500 


106.  405,  434.  4.1.5 


iloyt,  Dauiel 

David  P.  13a 

Israel  laa 

Jobn  B.  aao 

Joseph  64,  67',  69,  347,  3^3 

MiciiBCl  501 

Moses  C.  156',  19a,  337,  4" 

Samuel  88, 498 

Tlioiiina  347 

Hoy  t  school  bouae  185 

Hoytslniid  150 

lloyt'shill  448 

Hoyt's  taveru  133,  141,  130,  187 

llubkird.  Heury  514' 

Jeremiah  85,  87*,  3J0 

Hucklns,  A.  Adb  516 

Annie  516 

CbnrUfi  V.  337 

Diiviil  T.  193 

liilwiml  46s 

Jaiiica  38^ 

Jauies  n.  465' 

Jaiutfl  a.  445 

Jobu  501 

Sadie  V.  439 

Hulae,  William  C.  316,  319 

Humboldt,  Uaroii  \i 

Hunkiiia,  Jonuthaii  79 

Nellie  R.  517 

Thoiiiits 

William  II. 

Illltit,  David 

SylviBterD.  w* 

William  373',  391 

Iluntingtou  hall  333 

Huntington.  Jonathan   88,  369,  374, 

376*.  370 

Huntoon,  Annette  R,  318 

Ariel  193 

Huse,  Carr      31,  36.  37.  40.  43',  44", 

5<»'.  S.'j.  5^'.  57.  58'.  60',  6i",  63*, 

63,  64*,  66, 68.  76.  77',  79',  80. 81, 

160,  165,  166,  167".  168,  171,  174', 

176,  177,  <7B.  '79'.  180, 193,  a49', 

ns,   *55'.   3".  3»S'.   3^'.   35a. 

447'.  448'.  453.  464".  497",  4^'. 

SuiiSOS.  510' 

John  88,  496,  49S* 

Slepben  D.  306,  438 

ThoiiniB  06. 68,  135' 

Uutdiiiia,  M.  A.  518 

nulchi)i!>on,  Alc-xaiiik'r  aio 

Anna  M. 

Daniel  S. 
EmriC. 
r.raatus  T. 
Homer  H. 


79 
79 


439 
436,436 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


IIISYOKV   01'   nKISlHlf, 


HntchiDioii  Bro 


IllinoiB  Unlvenity 


Improvement  Co.,  Bristol 

"111  Exile,"  a  poem  344 
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Jeftcries,  Thomas  358 

Jefferson,  Albert  W.  318*,  319,  491 

effrey,  George  35 

Jennerevllle,  Pa.  318 

Jenncaa,  Charles  G.  307 

Jewell,  Arthur  443 

Jewett,  Aaron  11a 

Aaron  371, 373 

Atonzo  W.  ao7 
Jonathan          69,  73,  337,  498,  513 

Leonard  355, 366 

W.  R.  303 

Joe  Bngliah  hill  13 

Johnson,  A.  n.  357 

AUce  518 

Charles  37.41 

Churles  W.  491 

Iluiry  466* 

I.  S.  189,  190 

Jeremiah  156,  377*,  379 

John  133, 313 

Jonathan  H.  331 

Jonathan  H.  193* 

Joaeph  66, 354 
Levi  D.       337,  398.  431,  434.  497, 


5«7 

Martha 

McMu  H. 

Moses 

Samuel 

Samuel  D. 

Thomaa 
Johnstown  flood 
Jones,  Doctor 

Frank 

John 

I,ii:  ■    ■ 
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Ingruhum,  N.  W. 

39» 

Reuben                               370,  ago 

Inspectors  of  Election 
Ireland           34,  3ia,  313',  3i 

508 

Solomon                                         ia6 

14'.  aiS* 

William  H.                                393 

Israel,  Mt. 

13,  17 

Jordan,  Edmnnd                         376" 

Italy 

ai4 

Chester  B.  345,  515 
Journal.  Capt.  Peter  Powers         25 

Jack,  Andrew 

37 

Journal,  Capt.  White                       33 

Jackman,  Charles  L. 

356 

Judge  of  Probate  509 
Judklns,  Annex,.                            518 

5'7 

Jackson,  Charles  T. 

7.16 

Charles  O.                                     491 

Jonathan  T. 

516 

George  D.                                    44O' 
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Judkiui,  George  J. 
3.l8'.44S' 

Helen  F. 

Myrn  S. 
Judsoii,  Mr. 
"July,"  a  poem 
Justice,  county 

Kancamagua,  Mt. 


343  .  344.  *}3, 


<<  17.  1 


Knti 

Kaiiwiji  City,  Mo.  357 

Kurr,  JniiK-s  79,  4^' 

Mark  »>.  30-  35 

Kcarueyiiville,  Va.  J<«,  458 

Kearsarge,  Mt.  13,  13,  14,  (7 

Keaton,  Mary  439 

Kecler,  Samuel  C.  3ga 

Keeuc  136',  137',  138,  319,  460 

Keczer  or  Keyaer : 

Cllnrlcs  R.  507 

Keubeu  53 

Warren  F,  440" 

Williaiu  87,  III 

Kelly  or  Kelley : 

Arthur  \V.  453 

Ben  jam  in  399 

Daniel  106,  107,  449 

Dudley  109,  no 

BUenexer      124.  149.  '47.  374,  498 

Horatio  184,  194.  387 

Joint  110,113 

j,W|-li  1).    377'.378.4i6,43J,4J5. 

437' 
Joscpli  R.  413 

Miu,.J.  5t8 

Mosea  134,  134,  143*,  496 

Moses,  Jr.  143 

Samuel  383,  391 

Tiuiottay       83,  311,  338',  411,  49S 
William  C.  50,  115",  439,  458 

William  C.  384 

William  D.  107 

William  G.     96,338,411.418,493, 

494 

William  G.,  bequest  493,  494 

William  G.,  estate  494' 

Kelley  park  493 

Kelley  pou<]  13 

Kellogg,  Silas  G.  393 

Kellum,  Josepli  391 

Kelftey,  John  39,  30.  34 

Kemp,  Charles  I..  44>.  441 

Kemp  &  Johiisou  393 

Keiiitiill,  AsaS.  S'S 

Ebciicxer     no,  118,  167,  395,  398, 

399'.  378,  385.  386',  387.  499 

Edwanl  I'.  465 

Umma  M.  439,  440* 

Gcortic  II.  345',  403,  430,  436, 

S09',  S" 


Kendall,  Hiram  W. 

378.  398.  405 

Jesse  P. 

«94*,  333,  503 

J.  F.  &J.  T. 
John 

s 

Joseph 

4^ 

Joshua  T. 

156,381 

Kendall  Bros. 

404 

Kendall  mjll 

118'.  isi 

Kendall  &  Wlllcy 

387 

Keudrick,  Charles  C. 

484" 

muiel 

356 

John 

John  P. 

Kennebunkport,  Me. 

309 

Kennedy,  Daniel 

"79.  375 

Kent,  George 

513 

Henry  O. 

344.  S>5' 

Milton  A. 

371' 

Kent  &  Berry 

37« 

Kent  St  Blake 

37' 

Keuyou,  A.  C. 

«6 

Ketchum.  Silas    148. 

'57.  303'.  304. 

30s',  306,  309.  310. 

335>  337.  339> 

34i*.4i8,  43a,  433 

Keyes,  N.  F. 

\\\ 

Key  West,  Pla. 
Kidder,  Aaron         a83, 

.  364,  468,  473 

Albert  B. 

331 

Benjamin    69.86,87 
Hen  amia,  Jr. 

,  347, 279',  39s 

Daniel 

88 

l>» 


111  It. 


David  S.  398 

Francis  H.  or  Henry  P.      Ill,  145, 

151,  156,  380,  450 
Fred  49,  118,  195',  46S 

Henry  R.  307,  458 

Jennie  N.  439*,  440 

John        49*,  S4.  57.  60,  69,  73,  86, 
118,  173.  173,  174.  17s.  176.  '8o". 
379.  3*6'.  364.  366,  468,  499.  503. 
John  H.  436 

John,  Jr.  88,  363',  364 

Jonathan  T.  3ai 

Joseph         131,  333,  337',  314.  434, 
477,  499' 

43*.  434.  435 

'79.  371 

86,  88,  119,  377,  33S 

»7,  376,  338,  477 


Joseph 
Joshua 

Uriah  H. 
Ken  field,  KbeneEer 
Kcutrield,  Daniel 


Kilburn,  David 
Kimball,  C.  H. 

Ebenezcr  79',  80*,  81, 

nt.     fflfl      iRnf 


498.  501.  5".  51 
Gitnian 


'75.  190.  ^9' 
^77 

349*,   336. '496'! 
'58, 4 'S 
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Kimball,  Polly  H.  a97 

William  377,  391 

Kimball  bill  17,  447 

Kimball  &.  Co.  363 

King,  John  313 

Samuel  363* 

Fred  L.  4'S.  44* 

Kingsbury,  Hpbraim  S6 

Orn:ii  K.  518 

Kiug's  cbep«)  aia 

KingiiUBii,  B.  S.  433 

Kingston  137",  407 

Klniman,  Ht.  17 

Kiric,  Frank  S.     4*8,  436,  441,  45a', 

467.  499.  507 

Harland  453^ 

Iloracu  H.  376,  436,  441 

Jolin  D.  308,  309 

Julia  338 

Lorina  W.  439 


Knlgbts,  George  H.  480 

Knlgbts  of  Pythias  438,  441, 44* 

Kuigbts  of  Pytbiaa  hall  443 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees  443 

Knights  Templar  434 

Know  Nothing  Party  334,  336 

Kiiowles,  Daniel  C.  515 

Kuowlton,  Jauies  M.  191 

James  S.  189,  190*,  191 

Knox,  Alice  I,.  518 

Anna  M.  ji8 

George  S.  507 

MaudH.  518 

Ky«  Sarge  36* 

I^conia           144,  19S*,  304,  318,  333, 

1B9,  398,  316',  318,  400,  409 

[•aCrosse  Democrat  34tf 

I,aCTOsse,  Wis.  340 

Ladd,  David  116 

David  N.  aai.  aas 

Isaac  67 

Isaac,  Jr.  1 10 

Jeremiah  67 
ohn          53,  66,  69.  117,  333*,  377 

John,  3(1  a79 

Jostph  379 

Josiali  379 

Joseph  P.  113 

Luther  C.  197,  333*,  asj 

Nathaniel  67,  347,  391 

Peter  67, 347 

William  67 

Ladd  &  BoHwell  387 

Ladd  and  Whitney  Monttment  333 

Ladies'  Appeal  156 

Ladies'  Bible  Association  297 


III5TOUY  OP  BRISTOL 


"Lady  Helen" 

Lafayette,  Ht.  k 

Laflamme,  Frank 

Lake  and  Valley  Pomona 

Grange 
I^ke  George 
Lake  Shore  R.  R. 
Lake  street  53,  83.  96,  118*, 

135,    ia7,    130,   131",    133* 


7.y, 


-       ,     -, .397.401.403'. 

404'.  413,  436,  455,  490 
Lakeport  415 

Lamprey,  Fred  A.  436 

Lancaster  140,  3oa 

Lancaster,  Mass.  33,  33* 

Tjiuilan  369",  377 

I^ndalf  Circuit  371 

Lane,  Mable  P.  519 

Laney,  Levi  B.  am 

Lan^on,  John   61,  73, 76, 173,  338", 

aao".  5"'.  Sta".  5«3 

Woodbury  aag,  511 

Lathrop,  John  138 

Lawrence,  Mass.  333*,  363 

lawyers  406-411 


i  hill 


Luiiry,  Deimis  313,  458 

Ircallivr,  Heiikrs  of  503,  %\\ 

Leavilt,  AddieC.  517 

Levi  N.  516 

I.eavilt's  Almanac  efi 

Lebanon  138*,  144,  384,  413,  441 

Lebanon,  Me.  316 

LeBosquet,  John  356,  303 

Ledge  4.  10 

I^gesidc  34S 

1^-.  Jesse  369 

lA-Gro,  James  D.  39a 

lrt:mjllgl<>ll,  Vt.  3113 

Leaucur.  Minn.  461 

Lewis,  Gliza  W.  397 

Edwin  C.      418, 430,  431,  43a,  433 

John  391 

Lincoln  359 

Moses        45',  73,  74',  75".  79.  103. 

133,  134,  ia6.  188',  347,  349*  353, 

367*    368',  .170',    374',  392,    395, 

399.  41 »'.  496",  49H',  501,  SL" 

Rufus  G.  399,  38S*,  460 

Sarah  396, 397* 

William  86,  87,  389*,  336 

WlUiam  P.  155 

Lewiston,  Me.  319 

Libber,  Jeremiah  35 

Lfbbey  prison  305 

Liberal  Republican  party  409 

Liberty  party  333* 

Libraries  353-357 

Library.  Bristol  333 
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l.ibr.iry,  Miiiol -Sleeper       353,  356, 

357.410.416' 

Social  35J 

Liincrick,  Me.  317 

Liucoln  10, 17' 

Lincoln,  Abraham        197,  iia,  336', 

340.480 

Fordyer  F.  374' 

Lincoln  &  Mason  374 

Lindsey,  h.  E.  398 

I.inhon  Pnlli,  Me.  319 

Lilclilicld  137 

l.itomlurc,  llmlol  ill  339-35' 

Uttlf.  Johu     III,  195*,  197. 198.  ^199. 

374 

I^'uvltt  190 

Mary  311 

Mirom  L.  396 

Thomas  374 

IjtlUfnia.  RHielA.  519 

SiiniJ.  439 

I,iUk  Roinid  Top  3.8,  15 

LiUlitoii  130.  K>7 

I.itlk'lim  l.nnilitr  Co.  410 

Ulllcton  National  Uauk  420 

IJvermore  14,  16',  17* 

Liveruiore,  Arthur  513 

Sainucl  73,  77,  338,  511 

Capt.  171 

Mnttliew  38,  34 

I.ivenuorc  bridge  474 

l^-U:  Ahbic  A.  S16 

Uctijumiii     54.  86, 87, 88, 173,  188', 

Charles  R.  404 

I'avor    «8,  HI,  117,  185,  337»,3IJ', 

3 '4.  3»9.  499 
Helen  S.  51? 

Levi    139.  193. 137.  *5o'.  387.  39^. 

4(8,  4»4'.  499.  SOI*.  50a 
LuellaJ.  519 

Mary  A.  517 

Orriii  436 

Rviibui  I!.  339',  375', 376,  378, 384, 

433,  436 
Sarah  437 

Thniiins    40,  51'.  5^1  54.  57.  60,  63, 

64.  66,  69,  71,  94.  453.  468,  506 

Wallace  291 

Wnrreii  E.  373.  49' 

Williniii  n.  465 

I,oeke  i.LlKUI«.rlio<Kl  i,  6,  8.  53. 

54^  72.   "8*.  "9.  '19.  '38,388'. 

289,  337.  339,  331,  443.  454.  460, 


507 
I,ocke& 
Ivocke  &  . 
Lodge,  Thomas 
l/)iuion,  Eiig. 
Londonderry 


19,  so*,  II, 
169- 


I/JMR  cnrryiiig  pli 

35',  36 
Long,  Pierce 
Loon  island 
Los  Angeles,  CaL  347 

Lothrop,  N.  C.      306,  316*,  318,  319, 

337 
Sarah  J.  338 

Lota  drawn,  record  of  34 

London  383,  399,  315,  345,  386 

Lougec,  Elwood  S.  336,  507 

Siiinucl  E,  357',  358,  306,  517 

Loupce  ilros.  400 

Louisburg,  N.  S.  34 

I^iiiniium  411 

Louisville,  Ky.  317 

Lovell,  Ml.  17 

Lovejoy,  Abbott  110,  ii3',  196  , 

198'.  33».  a33.  ^95.  '98.  376. 377", 

378.  396',  50'',  503" 


I'n 


Ik  II. 

:«C. 


'SI 

„  395 


387 


34.  34.  137'.  349 


Willinni  C,     1 13,  377,  413, 418,476 

I/»vejoy  &  Kcllcy  377',  460 

IjOvejoy  &.  Webster  396 

Lovewcll,  John  31' 

Zaccbeus  34 

Lowe,  Joseph  laS 

Lowell  brigade  band  331 

IvOwcU  company  363' 

Lowell,  James  it.  311 

I  ■'"M'''      ,  ■        .  *"'  '"'^ 

l^well  niacniue  shop  33a 

Lowell,  Mass.        114,  144,  303,  lis, 
3(6,  333',  333',  334',  383,  317, 
361'.  363".  364.  415,  459 
Lucas,  C.  A.  3S4 

Hazacl  jefi 

Ludington.  Mich.  tjg 

Lull,  Joseph  3^1 

Lummis.  Charles  F,  339,  347* 

Harriet  34^ 

Lnnenbui^  Circuit  371 

I'V'"*;  13.  17.  '38.  218,  394 

Lyndon  Coinuiereiul  College       416 
Lyndon  Literary  Institute  416 

McAdems,  Patrick  313 

McAllister,  Benjamia  33,  60 

McBriau,  Lewis  471 

Macciilices,  Kiiigbts  of  443 

MeCullister,  Uciijiiniiu  171,  180 

McCarty,  John  313 

McClory,  John       110,  189,  190,  194, 
»9S.  368. 499 
William  iiQ 

McClellao.  George  B.  518 

MeCtellan's  Retreat  303 

McClu re,  Alexander    39, 30,35, 41^; 
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McClnre,  DBvld 

144 

Maplewood,  Mass. 

30s 

McCrinia.  Daniel 

107 

March,  Clement 

John 

»S4 

Marcy,  Daniel 

5 '5' 

William  G. 

443 

Maiden,  Gharieatl. 

208.458 

McCrilllB's  taverti 

'39 

Edwin  0. 

208,439 

McCurdy,  Converse  L. 
McCutcliina,  I.uther 

.  156,281,391 

Marah,  

448 

240.  5 '5 

H.  A. 

43.1 

McDaniela  &  Blake 

378 

Jacob 

246 

McFersoii,  James 

39.  30.  35.  41 

Oncaiphcs 

245 

McGitl,  Vi. 

3».  3>« 

Samuel 

t. 

Mclntirc,  John  W. 

401 

Marshall, 

McJenniB.  James 
McKeen,  Frank  A. 

at3 

Joseph 

64.66 

S'S 

Moody  P. 

277 

,  390,  29T 

McKendrick,  John  P. 

Marston,  B.  T. 

435 

McEen^ie,  James 

n^ 

Chariea  H. 

4^ 

McKinley,  Robert 

37 

Gilman 

30S 

Williuui               144, 

345,  492'.  493 

John  11. 

191,  192 

McKinley  Memorial  Services      491 

William  H. 

4'9 

,  4a'.  508 

McKinney,  Luther  T. 

43S-.5.I 

Martin,  A.  H. 

257 

McKnight,  J.  A. 

Asa 

509 

McKoy'.  mounlain 

"4 

Calvin  H.            337, 

.  436.  440'.  445 

McLane,  John 

433 

Calrin.  Mr«. 

440* 

Maclinn.GeoigeD. 

a<i8, 439 

Charles  C. 

404 

,442,507 

McMnrphy, 

42 

Daniel 

263 

Alexander 

67 

Gilford 

191' 

Alvertus  N. 

44*^ 

Gfhnona 

191 

Benjamin 

159 

Ja-nes 

374" 

naiiicl 

17'.  '73' 

Noah 

5«1' 

Daniel 

'47 

Siiuuiel 

189,  191 

Daniel 

475 

WiUiam 

247 

enuie 

440'.  441 

Maryland 

203 

ohD                      39, 

JO.  34,  67.  247 

HoBon,  Charles  B. 

244. 

245.42', 

:.T. 

390 

43?.  499 

Robert    29.30.34.37.41.80.188, 

Daniel  S.          333.  335',  239*,  241", 

s.s;„ 

36?',  382,  388,  499'.  501. 

>503 

67 

David    88,  239,  240, 241, 

2501,286, 

William 

67 

364.365.367,380.38*'. 

.tfS.  418*. 

Madison,  Luther  K. 

189',  336.  500 

419".  4».  431,  426,  428",  455,  499 

Mails 

136-143 

D.  &  D.  S.  &  Co. 

381 

Main  street  bridge 

l!I>ciKMcr 

aS4'.  355 

Maine                 19',  214 

.  347.  414.  47' 

Ethel 

13 

Maiden,  Mass. 

491 

G.  W. 

Mallard  &  Wbitten 

398 

37 

Mallory.  Wm.  J. 

213 

;  ane  M. 

255 

Malmgrist,  Gnstave  A 

313 

ereniiah 

.«2.  «V 

Malvern,  Enoch 

263,  265 
151^ 

ohn 

28*.  32,  295' 

S' 

ohn  Tufton 

28\  29",  38 

Sie*,  3'9 

Kinsley 

I".  374 

Malvern  hill 

18,  220',  224*. 

Lorfcin  IJ. 

5'5 

Manchester      19,  14,  i 

Milton 

i 

257,  281',  389,  303, 

316,318,320', 

Pollv 

340,  36a, 395.  44', 458.  488,  489 
Manchester,  Htsiory  0/                363 

Robert 

Robert  M. 

3S4.426 

Manchester  Mirror 

340 

Rul 

Manchester,  Vt. 

173. 174 

Samuel  K. 

143. 

M6.  240, 

Mann,  John  29.  30.  35 

Samuel  213 

Manning.  Frederick  W.  258 

Manaon,  Albert  C.         193,  382,  291 
Manufacturing  366-391 


aso*.  337.  376,   403,  409',  418'. 

419'.  4«>'.  43'.    435.  497.    5<". 

509".  515 
S.  K.,  Mrs.  401,  419 

Susan  465 
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369.384 

*8.  39,  35. 


Mnsoii-rerkiiis  I'niwr  Co.   129,150, 

36".  363.  379.  380.  381.  385.414 
Mason-Perkins  paper-mill  385' 

Maaou-Perkins  piilp-uiill  379,  451 
Mnnon,  I'crkitiH  &.  Co.  38*.  384,385" 
Mason's  patent 
Mbsou  &  Berry 
Masou  &.  Wooster 
Mosoniali  grant 
Mason iau  proprietors 

36'i  39*.  42,  43.359.5*'' 
MiiHiiiiinn  Rliiircs  36 

Miisouic  friiliniity  43"-434 

MnssBcIiusclts  6,  7,  19',  ao*,  11,  28', 

J9'.  "36.  "73.  3«7.  346.  359.  404. 

44fi'.  459 
Mnsiiiicliiisetts  Home  Hospital    341 
MsBs.  Soe.  for  Promotion  of 

Christian  Knowledge  199 

Matthews,  Bertha  518 

M.iy,  Silnn  140 

Mnyhcw  islaiiil    4^  6,  9,  10,  13,  484 
Miiyhcw,  I'cter  4,  HI,  134,  125 

WilllHiii  4*.  125 

Mnyhew  street  133,  3arf 

Mnyhew  turnpike       4,  83,  114,  116, 

IM)",  134,  "38.  131,  139,  ijo",  470 
Mayhew  Turo pike  Corporation 


103,  I 


:.  143 


Maynard,  Inei  M. 

5'9 

Mead,  Dr. 

414 

Me...l  &  Mnsoi. 

JR4 

Michmiiiji'  Ilniik 

407.408 

Mtilionl  Society,  N.  II. 
Mvlville,  Clmrlvs 

411 

308 

Mclvhi,  Jinoch     189,  263', 

364".  353. 

Nnthaniel  P. 

189,190' 

Melviti  hill 

13.  14.  >7 

Meuil>eTship,  Cong-  church        309 

Free  Baptist  church 

3'9 

Mettiodist  church 

190 

Meuwrialx  of  Mclhodiim 

371 

Metiilon,  MiiHii. 

.^8 

Merelinnlilu  houses 

392-405 

Meredith         137.  138,  146, 

3(8' 
Merclith  Center 

,  3IO,  MI, 

>3.  31s' 

Meredith  Village 

301 

Meridcn,  Coun. 

m 

83,  139,  3^3.  3^. 


377.  379 


Cliireiicu 

375',  4ii,4"'>'.4i9* 
Clnrk 
Hilwiii  C. 
Itphraioi  86,  88.  391. 

John  45.  87.  313.  399.  3'^,  390 

Jonathan         45.  53.  ^3.  64.  69.  91, 

128",  398.  310,333,  39i.469'.5'". 

5<M.  505 


Merrill,  Jonnthaa,  Jr.  87 

Jonathan,  Mrs.  469' 

Mary  87 

Morris  391 

Moacs  W.  a87 

Nathaniel  334 
Sherburn  S.         91,  iji,  190*.  191, 

a3i',  384,  501 

Simon  67 

MerriU  hill  lao 

Merrill  lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  443 

Merriiiinck  137 
Merrimack  Ckristian  confer- 

Mcrriuiack  county  83, 138 

Merrimack  Hosiery  Co.  380 
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